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This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of audio tape-recorded in te rv iews  con- 
ducted by Mrs. Mary Louise Connelly McCarthy, whi le  pursuing he r  Mas- 
ters Degree a t  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  
f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  during t h e  F a l l  Semester o f  1980. M r s .  
Gay Ruble P ia tchek  t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and M r s .  McCarthy e d i t e d  t h e  
t r a n s c r i p t s .  

Kevin Michael McCarthy i s  a National  Park Serv ice  Ranger a t  Lincoln 
Home i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  He was born i n  Sa in t  Augustine, 
F lo r ida ,  on May 25, 1956. H i s  f a t h e r  i s  Matthew James and h i s  mother 
is  Mary Louise McCarthy. Kevin has been educated i n  F l o r i d a  and i n  
Glen El lyn ,  I l l i n o i s .  He a t tended  t h e  Univers i ty  of Miami, Coral 
Gables, F lo r ida .  He has taken courses  a t  Cape Cod Community College 
i n  Barns tab le ,  Massaschusetts and i n  December of 1980 is graduat ing 
from Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  wi th  a 
Bachelors Degree i n  Communication. Kevin i s  we l l  informed on t h e  
t o p i c  of Abraham Lincoln and h i s  c a r e e r  and family.  Kevin's d u t i e s  
as an i n t e r p r e t e r  a r e  v a r i e d  and myriad. H e  has  w r i t t e n  and produced 
s e v e r a l  product ions f o r  t h e  s i t e .  Some of t h e s e  have concerned t h e  
cou r t sh ip  and marr iage of Abraham and Mary Lincoln.  I n  add i t i on ,  h i s  
work i n  Communication has enabled him t o  f i l m  and t a p e  video product ions.  
Some of t hese  have included t h e  Walk i n t o  t h e  P a s t  p re sen ta t ion  a t  t h e  
s i te .  He is  one of t h e  Rangers who p re sen t  t he  school  programs f o r  
t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  community. He i s  a f r i e n d l y  and we l l  t r ave l ed  young 
man who i s  very  personable and who enjoys h i s  work wi th  people.  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r ,  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  
i s  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources .  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is  
not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t he  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor t h e  views 
expressed the re in ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted, and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708 



Kevin M. McCarthy, December 12,  1980, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Mary Lou McCarthy, In te rv iewer .  

Q .  Kevin, I understand you a r e  one of  t h e  younger rangers  a t  L inco ln ' s  
Home. 

A. Tha t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a number of  u s  who a r e  i n  our  e a r l y  twent ies  
and i t ' s  our f i r s t  o r  second year  wi th  the Park Service.  

Q. Would you t e l l  us  a l i t t l e  b i t  about your se l f ?  Where were you born? 

A .  I was born i n  S t .  Augustine, F lor ida .  That ' s  about f o r t y  mi les  
south  of t h e  Georgia border  on t h e  A t l a n t i c  ocean. 

Q. And i t ' s  known f o r  something very s p e c i a l .  Would you t e l l  us  
about t h a t ?  

A .  Right ,  i t  is  t h e  o l d e s t  continuous settLement i n  North America, 
and i n  1565 they e s t a b l i s h e d  under t h e  colony of Spain a s  S t .  Augustine, 
s e t t l e d  by Ponce de Leon, and i t ' s  one of t h e  o l d e s t  c i t i e s  i n  America. 

Q. And d id  you grow up there?  

A .  Yes, u n t i l  I was about e i g h t  yea r s  o l d  and then our  family moved 
no r th  up t o  I l l i n o i s  on t h e  south s i d e  of Chicago. 

Q. What schools  d id  you a t t e n d  i n  S t .  Augustine? 

A .  There was Cathedral  Pa r i sh  School. That ' s  t h e  o l d e s t  Cathedral  
and the  o l d e s t  p a r i s h  i n  America. 1t's a Cathol ic  school ,  and Cathe- 
d r a l  p a r i s h  was t h e  school  t h a t  I went t o  f o r  f i r s t  and second grade, 
and a s  I s a i d ,  when I w a s  e i g h t ,  w e  moved. 

Q. And, then t h e  schools  he re  i n  I l l i n o i s ?  

A.  Third grade was a t  Abraham Lincoln School which seemed kind of an 
appropr i a t e  one when w e  moved t o  I l l i n o i s ,  and then I t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  
a p a r i s h ,  and no one can pronounce t h e  name, but  it was S t .  P e t r o n i l l e ' s  
i n  Glen El lyn,  I l l i n o i s ,  and I went t h e r e  and graduated from e igh th  
grade, s o  it was about f i v e  years  t he re .  

Q. And then high school  i n  Glen El lyn,  a l s o ?  

A. Right .  Two schools ,  I s t a r t e d  a t  Cathol ic  ones so  I c e r t a i n l y  
moved back and f o r t h  between t h e  two systems. It was S t .  Franc is  
High School i n  Wheaton, I l l i n o i s .  That would have been run by t h e  
C h r i s t i a n  Brothers  and then  even tua l ly  over  t o  Glenbard South, which 
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was a brand new school  b u i l t  i n  1972, so I got  r i g h t  i n  on t h e  ground 
f l o o r ,  and graduated from t h e r e  i n  1974. 

Q.  Oh, w e l l  then you've c e r t a i n l y  had a v a r i e t y  of pub l i c  and paro- 
c h i a l  schools .  How about co l leges?  

A .  Well, now, we're  g e t t i n g  i n t o  q u i t e  a few. Again, l i k e  high school ,  
i t  s t a r t e d  out  wi th  a s e r i e s  of d i f f e r e n t  schools ,  t h e  f i r s t  one is an  
o ld  h i s t o r i c  school  i n  Northern I l l i n o i s .  They used t o  be known a s  
S t .  Procopius,  and eventua l ly  they decided t o  come i n t o  t h e  modern 
twent ie th  century,  and c a l l  themselves I l l i n o i s  Benedict ine College,  
run by t h e  Benedict ine Brothers  of Minnesota. Eventaul ly,  from t h e r e  
I went t h e r e  f o r  my freshman yea r ,  and t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  t h e  Univers i ty  
of Miami i n  Coral  Gables, F lo r ida ,  and went t h e r e  f o r  a semester i n  
1975. 

Q. And then  you l e f t  Miami, where d i d  you go a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A. My family was moving t o  Cape Cod, Massachusetts,  so  we c e r t a i n l y  
get around the country and t h e r e  i s  a f i n e  community c o l l e g e  c a l l e d  
Four Seas,  Cape Cod Community College i n  Barns tab le ,  Massachusetts,  
and I went t h e r e  and took some s t u d i e s  so  t h a t  I wouldn't  l o s e  a f u l l  
year  of co l l ege ,  and even tua l ly  w e  moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  
where I ' m  going t o  Sangamon S t a t e ,  hopefu l ly  graduat ing  t h i s  semester .  

Q. Oh, marvelous. Well, t r a v e l ,  then  has been p a r t  of your l i f e ,  a s  
a l i t t l e  fel low.  Is t h a t  one of t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  l e d  you toward t h e  
Park Serv ice  as a Park Ranger? 

A .  That ,  and a l s o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I ' m  s tudying a f i e l d  c a l l e d  Cornmuni- 
c a t i o n ,  which is a11 s o r t s  of d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s ,  speech, broadcast ing 
f o r  t e l e v i s i o n  and r ad io ,  f i lm ,  dramatic  arts, t h e a t e r  and sometimes, 
too ,  i t ' s  p a r t  of t h e  p o l i t i c a l  process .  

Q .  How did  you f i n d  ou t  about t h e  Park s i t e  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A.  Well, I w a s  walking by t h e  job board a t  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  
and they have openings f o r  l o c a l  employers and n a t i o n a l  employers 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  co l l ege  s t u d e n t s ,  and t h e r e  was a card  t h a t  s a i d  "National 

I t  Park Serv ice ,  s o  1 thought ,  "Oh, good, t h a t  sounds l i k e  a good idea ,  
I'll look  a t  i t ,"  and i t  s a i d  t h a t  t h e r e  w a s  an  opening a t  Lincoln 
Home f o r  c o l l e g e  s tuden t s .  There were two grade l e v e l s  a v a i l a b l e  i n  
government s e rv i ce .  I n  GS-4, t h e r e  w a s  a n  opening f o r  a s tudent  wi th  
two yea r s  of co l l ege ,  and GS-3 f o r  a s tuden t  w i th  one year  of co l l ege ,  
so  I app l i ed ,  and even tua l ly  w a s  s e l e c t e d .  

Q. Oh, marvelous. Now, I understand your p o s i t i o n  is one of a seasonal  
ranger ,  could you exp la in  t h a t  t o  us? 

A .  Right ,  t he  Park Serv ice  is a l i t t l e  b i t  under 10,000 permanent 
employees so  i t ' s  one of t h e  sma l l e s t  of all t h e  government bureaus. 



Kevin M. McCarthy 3 

l t t s  administered out  of Washington by a man, i n  our  case ,  t h e  Depart- 
ment of t h e  I n t e r i o r ' s  Secre ta ry .  Right now is  Ceci l  Andress, and he 
is  d i r e c t l y  r e spons ib l e  t o  P re s iden t  Ca r t e r .  I n  t h e  f u t u r e ,  i t  w i l l  
be  Pres ident  Reagan, and t h e  Park Se rv i ce  is s t r u c t u r e d  so  t h a t  t h e  
permanents cannot poss ib ly  handle a l l  of t h e  f o l k s  who come t o  v i s i t  
dur ing  t h e  summer. Some of t h e  b i g  parks l i k e  Pel lowstone,  have 
seven and one-half m i l l i o n  v i s i t o r s  a year .  Almost a l l  of them come 
i n  a f i v e  month per iod ,  so  they supplement t h e i r  work f o r c e  wi th  
co l l ege  s t u d e n t s ,  high school  s t u d e n t s  and young ones who a r e  l e a r n i n g  
f o r e s t r y  t h a t  a r e  o f t e n  p a r t  of t h e  P.A.C.C., which is  t h e  Young Amer- 
i c a n  Conservation Corps, which is  t h e  o l d  WPA of t h e  1930's .  The 
seasonals  come on f o r  d i f f e r e n t  appointments,  u sua l ly  n ine ty  days is 
a minimum season i n  t h e  Park Se rv i ce ,  and t h a t ' s  n i n e t y  working days 
o r  ex tens ions  f o r  parks which go i n t o  d i f f e r e n t  seasons,  no t  only t h e  
summertime, b u t  sometimes they need h e l p  i n  t h e  win te r .  That would 
be 180 day seasonals .  They can be h i r e d  anytime i n  t he  ca lendar  year .  
So they supplement t h e  permanent work fo rce .  

Q. Oh, t h a t ' s  t e r r i f i c .  How many seasonals  work i n  t h e  United S t a t e s ?  
Do you have any idea? 

A.  Well, l a s t  summer, t h e r e  were 57,000 a p p l i c a t i o n s  t o  t h e  Park Serv ice  
f o r  seasonal  p o s i t i o n s  dur ing  t h e  summer, and t h e r e  ended up being 
about 9,000 s e l e c t e d .  So i t ' s  a p r e t t y  s t i f f  competi t ion,  and t h e  
d i f f e r e n t  parks have d i f f e r e n t  amounts of a p p l i c a t i o n s .  Yellowstone 
and the Grand Tetons and some of t h e  b igger  parks ,  probably more appl i -  
c a t i o n s  than  o t h e r s .  

Q. I see. Well, how about Lincoln Park now, has s t a r t e d  what they c a l l  
school  programs, and you ' re  g r e a t l y  involved i n  t h e m .  Can you t e l l  
us about those? 

A .  Quite  a b i t .  They developed i n  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  d i r e c t i o n s .  When 
they first s t a r t e d  i n  1974, two yea r s  a f t e r  t h e  park had been taken 
over by t h e  National  Park Serv ice ,  i t  s t a r t e d  out  wi th  a f i r s t  grade 
program, and they found t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  were j u s t  l e a r n i n g  t h e i r  
ABC's and how t o  w r i t e  and they weren ' t  too  s u r e  t h a t  they were r e a l l y  
c l i c k i n g  i n t o  M r .  Lincoln. So they  decided t o  t r y  a fou r th  grade pro- 
gram t h a t  they had f o r  t h r e e  yea r s ,  and t h a t  was an  outs tanding  success .  
D i s t r i c t  186, i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  decided t h a t  they wanted t o  make i t  
mandatory f o r  a l l  of t h e i r  c h i l d r e n  i n  fou r th  grade t o  come, and s o  
they got  things s t a r t e d ,  and then  i n  1979, they  played wi th  t h e  idea  
of having two d i f f e r e n t  types  of age groups, so  they j u s t  went up a 
year  on t h e  o r i g i n a l  f i r s t  and f o u r t h  grade,  and we had t h e  second 
grade program which t a l k s  about t h e  Lincoln family,  and a f i f t h  grade 
program. 

Q. Oh, f a n t a s t i c ,  and exhaust ing.  How long  a t ime is  each grade given 
when you have a school  program, how long  do you g ive  t h e  youngsters? 

A .  W e l l ,  we've got a s e t  format ,  i t ' s  j u s t  e a s i e r  f o r  ou r  employees 
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t o  know how much time i t  w i l l  t ake .  D i s t r i c t  186 agreed t h a t  they 
would have enough time t o  be  a b l e  t o  send two school  groups o r  c l a s s e s  
per  day, s o  i t  goes from n i n e - t h i r t y  i n  t h e  morning u n t i l  e leven o 'c lock ,  
a t  which time they go back, and of course  have lunch. Then t h e r e ' s  
a n < a f t e r n o o n  group t h a t  comes a t  twelve- th i r ty ,  and then  they l e a v e  
our  park a t  two o 'c lock ,  s o  i t ' s  an  hour and a h a l f  per  program. 

Q.  And do you have t h e  r egu la r  school-s ize groups, f o r  i n s t ance  
twenty-four t o  f i f t y  c h i l d r e n  i n  a group? 

A. Tha t ' s  probably p r e t t y  c lo se .  Sometimes, we do have groups t h a t  
a r e  s p e c i a l ,  o r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  school  can ' t  a f f o r d  t o  r e n t  a bus 
f o r  a n  e x t r a  amount of t ime, so  we have had a s  many a s  s i x t y - f i v e  
corning a t  once. We t r y  not  t o  have t h a t  many, because i t ' s  very ha rd  
t o  make s u r e  t h a t  t h e  c h i l d r e n  a r e  g e t t i n g  anything about Lincoln and 
i t ' s  hard f o r  t h e  Park rangers  t o  make s u r e  t h a t  they can c o n t r o l  the 
c h i l d r e n ,  too. 

Q .  And now they have a t o u r  of t h e  home, and then they have a t o u r  of 
t h e  neighborhood, do they ,  and then t a lk ing?  

A .  Very much. There a r e  a l l  d i f f e r e n t  ways of doing i t .  I was lucky 
l a s t  year  as a seasonal  coming i n ,  I worked through t h e  f a l l ,  and I 
helped t o  w r i t e  t he  second grade program. That was kind of fun t r y i n g  
t o  f i g u r e  out  what t h e  l i t t l e  people wanted t o  know about Abraham 
Lincoln and h i s  family,  and t h e r e ' s  t h i s  very simple program. About 
twenty minutes of i t  is  a t o u r  of Lincoln ' s  home, and a l o t  of them 
have been t h e r e  before .  They're from S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and hopefu l ly  t h e y ' l l  
come back aga in ,  and we don ' t  want t o  j u s t  show them t h e  house t h a t  
they can come and s e e  anytime. The program is ,  l i k e  I s a i d ,  about an 
hour and ten minutes long.  It is  a puppet show, t h a t  we have M r .  
L incoln ' s  ho r se ,  Old Bob, t h a t  was h i s  horse  f o r  many yea r s ,  and some 
of t h e  menageries of animals t h a t  would have l i v e d  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  
r e l a t e  t o  ch i ld ren  t h e  s t o r y  of Abraham and Mary and a l l  of t h e  boys 
i n  t h i s  home. Then what we do, is read  some s p e c i a l  s t o r i e s  t o  t h e  
ch i ld ren .  Ones t h a t  were w r i t t e n  about Abe Lincoln i n  Kentucky, so  
I t h i n k  they enjoy i t  very much and they do l e a r n ,  by t h e  t ime they 
a r e  l eav ing ,  they  can t e l l  u s  t h ings  about t h e  Lincoln family. 

Q. Oh, good. Your rank is c a l l e d ,  you ' r e  a Grade 4 i n t e r p r e t e r ,  
what i n  t h e  world does t h a t  mean? 

A .  Well, t h e r e  a r e  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t s  of park rangers .  I t ' s  a term now 
t h a t  is confused because t h e r e ' s  a s p o r t s  team i n  hockey, t h e  New York 
Rangers, and t h e  Texas Rangers known f o r  t h e i r  law enforcement, bu t  
what i t  r e a l l y  means is  i t  goes back t o  t h e  e a r l y  days of t h e  army, 
when s p e c i a l  vo lun tee r s  s cou t s  were c a l l e d  rangers ,  and i t  developed 
from t h e  n a t u r a l  parks ,  t h a t  they were t h e  men going out  t o  search  
f o r  hikers who had been l o s t  i n  canyons, o r  go up and save people from 
snow avalanches. So, what i t  goes back t o  is ,  a s  I s a i d ,  t he  army, 
and then  t h e  ranger  i n t e r p r e t e r  is t h e  new t h i n g  t h a t  developed out  
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of what they c a l l  t h e  Mission 66 program. I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  was w r i t t e n  
by a gentleman who is  kind of t h e  f a t h e r  of this whole f i e l d ,  t h e r e  
were a number. Horace Albr ight  was one, and some of t h e  o t h e r  gent le -  
men, now a r e  gone. Steven T. Mather was one of t h e  f i r s t  Park Serv ice  
d i r e c t o r s ,  and they mean not  t h a t  you can t r a n s l a t e  French o r  I t a l i a n  
o r  Russian, they mean t h a t  you ' re  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t h e  language, o r  t h e  
s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  park t o  t h e  v i s i t o r s ,  and t h e  GS, o r  grade 
l e v e l  means government s e r v i c e  l e v e l .  ~t's l i k e  be ing  i n  management 
p o s i t i o n s  i n  p r i v a t e  companies. 

Q .  Oh, I see .  That ' s  good. 

A. I t ' s  a job t i t l e ,  i n  a way. 

Q. And i t ' s  a job t i t l e ,  bu t  I t h i n k  i t  confused some people and they 
expected you t o  immediately go i n t o  I t a l i a n  o r  French. 

A.  Bonjour. 

Q. Bonjour. Now you r e c e n t l y  gave a l ove ly  Sunday af te rnoon program 
i n  which you played the  p a r t  of Joshua Speed. W i l l  you t e l l  u s  some- 
t h i n g  about Joshua and t h e  program? 

A.  ~ e ' s  an unusual cha rac t e r .  Abraham Lincoln,  t h e r e ' s  t h e  image of 
Abraham, and then t h e r e ' s  t h e  r e a l  man t h a t  l i v e d  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  f o r  
twenty-four and one-half yea r s ,  and i f  he had a b e s t  f r i e n d  who was 
c l o s e  t o  him, and t o l d  a l l  h i s  innermost thoughts ,  and he  t o l d  him 
a l l  t h e  t h ings  t h a t  were important ,  i t  was Joshua.Speed. In  f a c t  t h e  
one s t o r y  tha t  l i v e s  on, everyone knows i t ' s  kind of a legend,  bu t  
i t ' s  considered " h i s t o r i c a l l y  accurate , l t  which is  a phrase they l i k e  
t o  use ,  bu t  Ca r l  Sandburg wrote about Joshua, and s a i d  t h a t  Abraham 
Lincoln had r idden  i n t o  town on a borrowed horse , ,  because he owned 
none from New Salem. He had t o  borrow i t  from a f r i e n d  of h i s ,  B i l l  
Clary,  he  rode i n f o  town, and Speed's s t o r e  happened t o  be t h e  nea re s t  
one on t h e  o u t s k i r t s  of town, and h e  stopped i n ,  and inqui red  as t o  
how much bedclothes would c o s t .  Speed added i t  a l l  up on t h e  counter  
ou t  i n  t h e  sawdust, and s a i d  "Seventeen d o l l a r s ,  t h a t  is  what i t ' l l  
c o s t  you." and Lincoln apologized, and s a i d ,  "Oh, I ' m  s u r e  t h a t ' s  a 
very reasonable amount, a s  such, bu t  I don' t  have t h e  money t o  pay 
you, however, I ' m  coming t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  b e  a lawyer,  s o  i f  y o u ' l l  
l e t  me borrow them f o r  a while ,  I can pay you by Christmas. Of course,  
i f  I ' m  no t  a good lawyer,  and I don ' t  do w e l l ,  why, I won't ever  pay 
you a t  a l l . ' '  And Speed kind of laughed a t  him, and s tood  back and 
no t i ced  the  s i n c e r i t y  i n  h i s  f a c e  and s a i d ,  "Well, I ' v e  got a room 
u p s t a i r s  i f  you ' re  t h a t  despera te  f o r  one," and they s a i d  Abraham 
stomped up t h e  stairs and y e l l e d  down, "Speed, I moved." 

Q.  hat's marvelous. Do you rangers  work wi th  any of t h e  o t h e r  park 
s i t e s ,  New Salem, f o r  example? 

A .  No, we work wi th  a l l  o f  them. We have a v i s i t o r ' s  c e n t e r  on Seventh 
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S t r e e t  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  A l o t  of people don ' t  even n o t i c e  t h a t  i t ' s  
the re .  They b u i l t  i t  t o  blend i n  with t h e  scene,  and I ' m  a f r a i d  they 
d id  too  good a job, bu t  it  w a s  b u i l t  i n  1976, but what we do is  work 
i n  a coopera t ive  e f f o r t .  The Spr ing f i e ld  Board of Tourism and Conven- 
t i o n  Serv ices  a r e  now headed up by a M r .  P u l i a  from t h e  c i t y  of Spring- 
f i e l d ,  and w e  t r y  and d i r e c t  people through them and through us answer- 
i ng  ques t ions .  And on busy days we need every person we can ge t .  
L incoln ' s  home is j u s t  one of t h e  p i eces  of Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  t h e  s t o r y  
about Lincoln.  You asked about New Salem s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  t h a t ' s  of  
course j u s t  a super  p l ace  t o  go t o .  It recognizes  America's preeminene 
o u t s i d e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  accu ra t e  v i l l a g e .  It was b u i l t  i n  t h e  1930's  
by t h e  CCC, t h e  o l d  C i v i l i a n  Conservation Corps and t h e  Work Program. 
W.P.A. Work Programs Association*and i t  was b u i l t  by t h e  Rockefel ler  
Foundation. John Rockefe l le r  had heard about New Salem and wondered 
when d id  Lincoln l i v e  there?  Why? and thought t h a t  something should 
be done about i t ,  so  they cons t ruc ted  i t .  And we t r y  t o  send people 
t h e r e ,  L incoln ' s  tomb i n  Oak Ridge Cemetery, t h e  Old S t a t e  Capi to l  i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  t h e  Governor's mansion, which i s  outs tanding  a r c h i t e c t u r a l  
bu i ld ing  t h a t ' s  being completely renovated. Governor Thompson is  q u i t e  
an a r t i f a c t  b u f f ,  he  purchased t e n  p i eces  l a s t  week. And, t h e  main 
s t a t e  house where of course people can see government i n  a c t i o n  t a l k  
t o  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r ,  o r  even i f  t h e y ' r e  no t  from I l l i n o i s ,  t a k e  a t o u r  
through t h e  bu i ld ing .  And then  t h e r e ' s  some o t h e r  s i t e s  l i k e  t h e  
Lincoln Depot and M r .  L incoln ' s  law o f f i c e s .  There 's  q u i t e  a few-- 
New Salem's j u s t  an e x c e l l e n t  one t h a t  can t e l l  about Lincoln be fo re  
he got  t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

END OF TAPE 

*WPA - Works Progress  Administrat ion 


