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Q. You were talking about the prostitutes in the houses i n  "the valley1' in 
E a s t  St. Louis. 

A. Yes, the sensation you got was one of complete d i r t  and f i l t h  and these 
d i r ty  lmklng, broken down, l i t t l e  cottages, t iny cottages--one just l ike  
another all up and down these s t ree ts .  The Chief of Police said, "This is 
somethin@; that  we have never been able t o  control. I t 's  traditional.  It's 
been here for yews, and y e a s ,  and years, and years and i t ' s  going t o  keep 
on being here, and nobody can wipe it out," you know, and so on. Well, we 
t r i ed  t o  wipe it out, and I don't think we--I'm not sure we got very mch 
success. But we had, I think, the State Health Department came down and 
&id some kind of a b l i t z  In getting the local  people t o  arrest  girls and 
have them examined, and then, having them treated or give them a clean b i l l  
of health or  give them-some' atttempt was made i n  that  direction, but I don't 
believe they ever did wipe it out. 

Peoria, we actually did get some action i n  Peoria. We got them t o  close up 
the homes where the men attributed the i r  infections t o  and despite the 
opposition of the rmyor himself. I see there's a bridge down there called 
the McCluggage Bridge now, which was named a f t e r  h h ,  and he was a good man. 
He was a decent, well-meaning fellow. I don't think he was corrupt i n  any 
way. A t  l eas t  I had no evidence of it. I t ' s  just  that  he sincerely believed 
that  this w a s  something you couldn't help in a si tuat ion where you had a l l  
these single mn around and so on. And i t ' s  a simplistic approach of course, 
but nevertheless it was probably r ea l i s t i c  Mrn his standpoint. But the way 
we did it there, was that  we had the May Act. Our authority for  acting In 
any of these situations was called the May Act, M-A-Y, May Act, which was an 
act which would make it possible fo r  us t o  order the whole c i ty  off limits 
t o  milit&y personnel. 

When I carrae t o  Chiicago, when they got the list of Chicago, t h i s  log f'rom a l l  
parts  of Chicago, the m s  of the saloons and the names of the places, and 
the m m s  of a l l  the contacts, and the whorehouses, and everything else--an 
awful l o t  of saloons, which were pickup spots in Chicago-and I went with 
Mrs. Burgoon, E-U-R-G-0-04, t o  meet with myor Kelly and Health Conanissioner 
Bundeson. And Kelly, Mayor Kelly, s a t  there behind his desk and a f t e r  Mrs. 
Burgoon and I had rmde our presentation about the pretty horrible picture 
we presented t o  him of hundreds of infections that  had come about i n  military 
personnel f"rom different places-repofis from Great Lakes and other instal lat ions 
around i n  this area--the mayor leaned back and says, "Well, I don't know what 
you're talking about. We have no prostitution i n  Chicago. We have no 
prostitution whatsoever. Am I right  D r .  Bundeson?" And D r .  m e s o n  says, 
"Not that  I know of .  There's no prostitution here. This is an exaggeration. 
These fellows m e  not t e l l ing  the truth," and so on. And they absolutely 
refused t o  accept these reports of where these E n  got the i r  infections. 
Absolutely refused t o  i d e n t i n  a t  all with our s tor ies  or  purposes, But, 
within a week, there were raids In all those places, see. He'd never admit 
t o  me that there was a ~ l y  prostitution at all. But, during the week he passed 
the word, evidently, t o  the police and they raided several, many of these 
places, and cracked down on them--that was  what they did. I don't suppose 
it lasted very long but at leas t  there w a s  some act ivi ty there. 
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Another thing we had responsibility for  i n  our office in  C o m i t y  W a r  
Services was the coordination of what amounted t o  US0 act iv i t ies  and - 

recreations opportunities in the carps around here. Like for  instance, 
Fort Sheridan on the north side of Highwood near Highland Park. And 1'11 
never forget one experience there. 

Q. You say that Highwood? 

A. Highwood, which is the next town t o  Highland Park, the next town north 
of Highland Park, and Fort Sheridan i s  right a t  the edge of Highwood. And 
I UlWc they're c lo shg  that  up now. 

Q. Yes. 

A. That's one of the places they're talking about. But that was a tremendous 
& m y  base during the w a r .  And so the general. up there was General Bonesteel, 
B-O-N-GS-T-E-E-L. He was the cornnanding general of the 5th Axmy Corps, 
which is the corps that was headqrnered here Fn the Illinois mea. And 
so my staff and I were dealing with a recreation officer on his staff there. 
The recreation officer would be a lieutenant, or  a captain, or  somebody and 
every two weeks when I went out there, or when I had anything t o  do with 
anything going on at Fort Sheridan, they had a different recreation officer. 
And I once said t o  General Bonesteel, "Is there any opportunity that  we might 
have so= continuity of a single officer that  we can deal with because we're 
up against the situation where we work our plans out with this guy then we 
find he's gone, and the new guy doesn't know anything about it,'' and so on. 
And he says, "Well now M r .  McCarthy, (pounds table) you how better than that .  " 
He says, "If one of those guys shows a smidgeon of sense we've got better 
thjngs for him t o  do than t o  be a recreation officer." (laughter) And I 
think he was right, you know, "if they show a smidgeon of sense. I' (laughs) 

Qi It 's better  t o  have continuity in the front lines than i n  recreation. 

A. Yes. "We got mare jobs for  them t o  do than t h i s  damn stuff ,I1 you know, 
see. Arrd down at Rantoul we had the same t h h g ,  and at Scott Field, and a t  
Camp IWqs I think it was, and i n  . . . 
Q. Camp E l l f s ?  

A. E l l i g ,  Camp E l l i s .  

Q. NeaF . . . 
A. Peoria, near Peoria. 

Q. Yes. 

A. Yes, and that  was the one where we were using the May Act. 

Q. I see. 

A. What'was the street  there? Washington Street, was it? 
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Q. Yes, Washington Street.  

A. Yes, Washington Street,  yes. My recollection was good on tha t .  

Q. So I ' m  told. 

A. I suppose it got resumd after a while. I don't know whether it persisted 
in to  your time. Springfield was a wide open town, you know. I don't how if 
you know that  history. 

Q. Oh, yes. 

A. But t h l s  was one of the worst, too. 

Q. Did you deal with anyone here? 

A. Yes, but I 've forgotten now. Most of the time Mrs. Burgoon did t h i s  and 
I simply got her reports. I only came in  as a big gun i f  she needed me. 
That's about the way I ran that  office anyway. I was always there for  the 
big gun operations i f  I was needed, but mostly good staff t o  handle that  stuff. 

And I had good s taf f  on Cormunity W a r  Services. I had Bob Gmigan, whom I 
had told you before had been the executive director of the Ci ty  Club. He 
came t o  work fo r  me.  Also Zola Bronson and both those guys l e f t  and 1'11 
t e l l  you why they l e f t .  They lef't t o  go into military govermment. And Ivan 
Baker. They were a l l  on my staff for  ODHWS o r  CWS. Well, those are the three 
principle ones, but we had a l o t  of s taf f .  We had quite an extensive s taf f ,  
maybe twenty-five o r  th i r ty  people there in that  s t a f f ,  dealing with these 
problems in a1 three states ,  and Ivan Baker, too. They a l l  went lnto 
military government, and they a l l  got cormlssioned as  captains or  bet ter ,  
and a l l  wound up as colonels, none of them got t o  be higher than colonel-- 
e i ther  lieutenant colonel or  f u l l  colonel. And so I decided--did I t e l l  
you t h i s  story? 

Q. No. 

A. I decided that i f  I w a s  going t o  muz for  pol i t ica l  off ice a f t e r  the war, 
which I had some notion that  I might do and som people were e n c o u r a ~  me t o  
do, that  I ' d  be t ter  be a veteran. So I went and applied fo r  the m i l i t a r y  
govemunent. I f igwed i f  ny assistants  could a l l  get t o  be captains and 
m o m ,  I could get t o  be a colonel probably rmt off the ba t ,  or  if' not I 
could a t  least get t o  be a captain. And by the way, I was 1-A during the War, 
which is an interesting thing. Here I was divorced with two children and they 
don't count that  you have two children l i s t ed  as dependents i n  establishjng 
your 1-A status.  Did you know that? 

Q. No, I didn't. 

A. No. Well, they never called on me because by that time I got past the 
38-year-old mark, but from the beginning of the war on, I was a 1-A. And I 
carried a 1-A card al l  the t h ~ .  But as I say they never called on me, because 
once they se t  up-when they set up the rule of 38 being the top--you know, 
they had t o  m&e an exception t o  policy fo r  Paul Douglas t o  go in at age 50. 



Henry McCa;rthy 233 

But I thought I ought t o  go in as a c o ~ s s i o n e d  officer, so I went and 
applied. I had a hernia and they said, "We'll take you ninety days a f t e r  
the operation with the hernia, if the operation is s u c c e ~ s f u l . ~ ~  Well, I ' d  
had one operation fo r  a hernia and it busted out again, and I couldn't quite 
see-I'd have t o  be contained by a truss-and I couldn't quite see myself 
going through that  again. So then, that  one was out. 

Well, then I sm an ad in the paper, a regular ad, llThe United States Navy 
is looking fo r  instructors in mthematics," and so on, ( t a p p a a n t a b l e )  "in 
many subjects , and corrm-iLssions are available. 'I So I went down t o  the navy and 
t r i ed  t o  get i n  there and get a c o ~ s s i o n .  And they had me f i l l  out a l l  the 
papers and I was given a physical examination and all tha t ,  and then went i n  
finally fo r  a final internew and the guy says, ttOh, they7re sorry they have 
t o  turn me down on n2y eyes." And I said, "Well, now, I ' m  teaching right now. 
1 7 m  teaching a t  Univemity of Chicago," which I was. I was teaching courses 
at that  school a t  SSA [Social Security Administration]. And I said, "What I s  

the difference of q y  teaching in the classroom a t  the University of Chicago, 
my teaching that?" ' W e l l ,  the navy can't accept the responsibility. It won't 
give you a waiver on the eyes." And I said, "Well I 'd  be perfectly willing 
t o  give a waiver," you know, "I would be the one t o  give a waiver so that  I 
would never make a claim that  anything was wrong with, that  happened t o  me i n  
service, the eyes. '' And he said, "No, we can never make a waiver on eyes 
except for  an indispensable man, and we don't consider t h i s  t i t l e ,  t h i s  
instructor t i t l e ,  as indispensable." 

I ' d  been teaching mathematics, too. I think I told you that  my first year of 
teaching at L e w i s  Ins t i tu te  was in mthematics because they didn't have any 
opening for me i n  anything else,  and then the second year I was shifted over 
t o  teaching my subjects, which were economics and other things l ike tha t .  But 
I had been teaching mathematics, so I was a logical person t o  be there. I had 
experience as a mathematics teacher. I hew mathemtics well enough t o  teach 
those classes for  sure. And I had a tremendous background of administrative 
experience, whfch probably would have shown up someplace once I got Fn there, 
but they wouldn't budge on t h i s  eye trouble. 

Well, the man who was talJdng t o  IIE across the desk-and I t e l l  t h i s  story, 
and now I know I 'm wander- (chuckles ) and. I shouldn't . It doesn l t have the 
effect it should have, I man historically--but anyway, he had thicker glasses 
than I had and I finally got so sore I said t o  him, "How did you get in?" 
And he didnlt  answer me at all.  He just  t u n e d  t o  the enlisted m i n  uniform 
who w a s  standing at the door and said, "Please show M r .  McCarthy out." And 
that  was the end of that  (laughter) So I just got turned down. 

Q. Never could get in. 

A. So I never could get in. But that  was an ignoble effort ,  ignoble reason 
e for  getting in, because it was gemed solely t o  my concept that  i f  you're 

going t o  be i n  poli t ics ,  you'd bet ter  be a veteran a f t e r  the warr. Because I 
saw after the l a s t  war, the first w a r ,  that  everybody who ever ran for  off ice 
a l w a y s  had t o  have a w a ~  Mstory. Nowadays tha t  doesn't mtter. I mean, 
people l ike  Hubert Hwnphrey went a l l  the way without ever having had t o  be i n  
senrice and he's cer%alnly one of the great men of o w  t h .  
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Q. Were there any other ac t iv i t ies  in ei ther  the CWS or  the ODH . . . 
A. Well, we were being called upon occasionally for taking on ad hoc 
responsibili t ies.  I can't point t o  one a t  the moment, but we were rurin- 
t o  fires, you know, wherever there was some kind of a diff icul ty in a local 
community of e i ther  social  agencies, o r  social services, or  US0 semrices, or  
something. We were constantly being run around t o  those. We were sort; of a 
catchall  a l l  the way through. But I was called in to  Washington on that  as 
often as I was  on Social Security during the w a r .  And tha t ' s  where I got 
my great regard for  Charley Taft. I idolized tha t  mm. I just think he's 
one of the great men of our tirnes. 

Q. Why don't you t a l k  a l i t t l e  b i t  more about Taft then? Or f i r s t  of all 
LaGuardia. Did you ever . . . 
A. Oh, LaGuardia. I had very l i t t l e - I  was only once at a meeting where 
LaGuardia was i n  the sane room with us. Eberything I'd ewer hemd about 
LaGwdia became t rue  in that one experience. He  was rough, tough, talking 
th i s  way you know, (demnstrates) just  fast, l i t t l e ,  and a high-pitched voice. 
Everything you've ever heard about him was just l ike  that ,  and wanting us t o  
take our jobs seriously, and us t o  get staff, and us t o  get i n  there and do 
this job because nobody e lse  i s  doing it and we're the only ones dolng It, 
and use your own staff i f  you have to ,  you h o w  your Social Security s t a f f ,  
which we did s o m e t h ~ s .  Because a t  tha t  time-doldmuns, I think, would 
probably describe what was happenhg. 

Welfavle r o l l s  were down t o  zero practically you how, because anybody whose 
body was w m  could get some kind of a job. And everything else: unemployment 
compensation, the employment service, ADC, the aging--even the aging were all 
working. You how, there were no problems. And so it probably was not too 
bad an idea t o  just divert regular social  security staff t o  w a r  services. I 
don't know who dreamed it up, t o  say, "Well, you've got a whole set-up of 
pretty good people out there i n  a l l  the regions," and l l le t ' s  put that job on 
them." There is  a relationship between social service and the kind of things 
we were called upon t o  do. The only aberration i n  that  was that  damn sewer 
and water thing, which was an enttrely new thing in my l i f e .  And yet we hired 
a couple of sanitation engineers who we would send out t o  make sure that when 
the people moved into the place, that  the water and sewers were there for  them, 
see. 

Q. All r ight ,  how about Taft then? 

A. Well, Taft-simply in terms of the kind of person he was. He was a 
principled man, a man of highest principles. It came out i n  almst everything 
that  he said or did, or  any action he took, o r  his a t t i tude  always was one of 
being helpful. He was ITIY idea of-how do you pronounce this-noblesse oblige, 
you know, the rich . . . . The Taft family, as you know, was a rather well-to- 
do family in Ohio. The whole history of the fm$ly was good. He had been in 
this experimental c i ty  g o v e m n t  propam in Cincinnati, which was outstauldbg. 
That was where I f i r s t  net Fred Hoehler, by the way, who l a t e r  became Adlai 
Stevensonfs assistant and also Adlai Stevenson's Director of Welfare, who 
recomnded me t o  Adlai for  the job of Director of Welfare. I know I covered 
tha t  for  you before some place. 
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Q. No, but we'll come t o  it. 

Q. Letfas not do it now, but Ill1 come t o  tha t  l a t e r .  

A. Yes, yes, B e d  Hoehler. And I m y  have told you t h i s  t ragic story about 
Fred Hoehler dying in misery i n  a nursing home. When I went t o  see him 
here only ten  days before he died, and I went t o  see him and he said, 
"Henry, get me out of here. Get me out of here, " holding my hand and 
begging me t o  get him out of there. This is a tragic kind of a f inish for  
a man Who was a br i l l i an t  man, had a tremendously active and effective and 
productive l i f e ,  and t h i s  i s  . . . . Evemime I think of those things I 
count n-q~ blessings because he died much younger than I am. But he was the 
Comnissioner of Public Safety in C inchmt i  under Charley Taft ,  who was then 
a mrrber of the c i ty  council which ran that  wonderful program there. They 
had a cormLssion form of government for  that  big ci ty,  and it was a wonderful 
system, l ike  our commissioners here. 

Q. Did you deal extensively with . . . 
A. With Taft? 

Q. . . . with T a f t ?  

A. Oh yes, Charley Taft ,  very mch so. He was my lmmdiate boss as far as 
ODWS or  CWS was concerned. I had many opportunities t o  t a l k  t o  him when he 
e i ther  came t o  Chicago t o  make a f i e ld  visit or  when I went into Washington 
and had lunch with him-or I think once o r  twice-once at least--I had lunch 
with hh-~  alone. Other t h s  there were only a few people, you how three o r  
four people, where you got a chance t o  . . . . But then, always i n  official 
relationships t o  us. O r  he'd c a l l  you up on the telephone f m m  Washington. 
His whole manner was one of a kindly, benign, but intel l igent ,  sharp, and 
demanding standards. He demanded that  everything be done well, but he also 
was aware of the vagaries that we a l l  faced during w m  time: lack of 
manpower and lack of coordination of transportation, and a l l  kinds of things 
that  could interfere with successf'ul operations. I mean we were often i n  the 
s i tuat ion where we couldnlt get mt ion  starrrps for  gas for  some of our s taf f  
who had t o  get out t o  some of these country locations, and this sort  of thing. 
But that's a minor, trivial thing. But he was very mch aware of-he was 
inspiring. I mean he made me want t o  do the best damn job I ever could for  
him, you know, just  because I admired him so. He had tha t  quality of leader- 
ship. Oh, I think he would have been a great president. I Just . . . 
Q. Is that  the same Charles Taf t  who for  a while, rmybe ten o r  f i f teen  years 
ago, headed the f a i r  campaign practices group? 

A. That's the one, yes. 

Q. Yes. He was a-person of p e a t  reputation fo r  fairmess and integrity.  

4. Tall  and handsome man, just ideal  of a public man, and he was great. 
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Q. You mentioned the . . . 
A. I never got t o  know his brother at all, but he always spoke of his 
brother in  the highest terms, with the greatest mspect and great pride 
in  his brother, Robert. 

Q. C a n  you think of any other w a y s  in which the w a ~  period affected your 
job? O f  course, you expanded enormously into emwgency wartime kinds of 
social services and shrank the typical ongoing c iv i l ian  kinds of services, 
and you were affected by gas rationing. Are there any other ways in  which, 
in your recollection, the war influenced o r  fmpinged upon your work? 

A. Well, I suppose we were a11 pretty much bound up in  the idea of whatever 
we had t o  do t o  win. I did observe some things that  I did not approve of.  
I observed people getting r ich  out of the ww, and t h i s  i s  i n  q own family, 
and that  was pretty painful fo r  me, t o  see that  happening. 

Throu& black market things? 

A. No, no. No, no, no. My family, my wife's family real ly,  were i n  the 
~~anufactwing of electronic equipment. And there were walkie-talkies, and 
f i e ld  se ts ,  and f i e ld  generators and a l l  kinds of things that  army, and navy 
and w i n e s  used. And they constantly had on hand inspectors or  resident 
representatives of the army and the navy right i n  the plant, commnders and 
so on, who would help them supervise the i r  production and expedited the 
production. !Phis was a pretty tremendous operation. This i s  the place where 
they had the 800 girls and they probably had 100 or  150 men wound there, too. 
But mostly it was an assembly kind of thing, so the gir ls  were on assembly 
lines. brother-in-law that  died e i@t  yews ago was the vice-president 
i n  charge of production. 

And I saw them working with these navy and aymy people, and wining them and 
dining them, and in every way cultivating them, and suggesting t o  them i n  
not too subtle ways  that when the W a r  was over, by God they would have a 
job there that  would make them rich, you how, and a11 that  sort  of thing. 
I think that  sorrmeti~~s it was with a view t o  getting a bet ter  deal or--1 
don't think there was any cornuption Fn the sense of reduction of quality 
or anything l ike  that, because they were very proud of t he i r  quality. 
But they were not above trying t o  work out in getting another contract, or  
a bigger contract, o r  a special kind of a contract which they wanted t o  do, 
and probably wo~ked with the procurement people of the army and mvy i n  
ways which made ~-TE f e e l  that  they were going overboard. And then, of course, 
the i r  whole campaim t o  get an "E", an efficiency--you know what an "E" 
meant during the w a r ?  

Q. I remember seeing them. 

A. An "El1 w a s  . . . 
Q. For efficiency, was i t ?  

A. For efficiency. And they got a big, flag and they got a big ci tat ion,  
and they had a big celebration. Well, t h i s  company f inal ly got the i r  llE" 
for  efficiency, and then they put on what I considered t o  be .  the most 
vulgar-lit 's rry own family so, but I think that  i t ' s  typical of what happened 






























































































































































































































































































































































































































































