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This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted by B. David McCarthy for the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University in the fall of 1989. Margaret Reeder also
transcribed the tapes and Kay Johansen edited the transcripts.

Billy D. McCarthy was born May 19, 1920 in white Hall, Illinois. He
graduated in 1939 from White Hall High School. Mr McCarthy served in
the United States Marine Corps during World War IT and won among other
awards the Purple Heart when he was wounded in combat in the Pacific.
He received a BA degree from Illinois College in 1955 and recently an
MS from Southern Illinois University-Edwardsville. Except for a year
spent in the employ of the Illimwis Secretary of State, he has been

employed since 1955 as a high school teacher in central Illinois. He
is married and the father of two grown sons.

B. David was born and raised in central Illinois, where he
earned a BA in in 1976 from Western Illinois University. He
has been employed as a teacher at Illiocpolis CUD #12 since his
graduation. Mr. McCarthy recently campleted his MA degree at Sangamon
State University in history. His thesis topic was the Sangamon
Ordnance Plant. He is married and the father of three children.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible forthefactualaocuracyofthemir nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The marmscript may be read, cquoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
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Billy D. McCarthy, November 17, 1989,

David McCarthy, Interviewer.

Q: Would you tell me a little bit about your early life, like when
you were born ard where?

A: I was born May 19, 1920, was born on a beautiful day. I was born
mmyhme,mymtherwasinthenrbedthattheyusedtosleepm,my
mom and dad, the doctor come out and delivered me. The street address
was?lZAyersStJ:eet We had a good life with mom and dad. We didn't

have a lot but we did make it and that's about the early part of my
life.

Q: What were your parents' names?
A: Pansy Olive McCarthy and William McCarthy.
Q: What was grandmother's maiden name?
A: Pansy Olive Rigg.
Q: Did ehe have any brothers and sisters?
Yes, Mom had about five gisters and four brothers and a half
brotherazﬂﬂxeyamspreadallwercallforma A lot of them ccme

from Wrights, that's where my great grandmother was living when
Grandma was born.

Q: Ard that's your great grandmother or my great grandmother?
A: My great grandmother.
Q: And what was her name?

A: Grandma Bethard, I don't know her first name, she was always
GrandmaBethardtome, that was my grandmother's mother,

Q: What was your grandmother's name?

A: My graxiwther's name was Walker, she married a Rigg.
Q: Do you know her first name?

A: Elizabeth Walker Rigy.

Q: Do you know her maiden name?




Billy D. McCarthy 2

A: Off hand T can't remember what her name wags. Oh it was Walker,
Elizabeth Walker and she had about six or seven sisters and no
brothers,

Q: Do you recall your mother's brother's and sister's names?

A: Yes, there was Uncle Willard Rigg, he was the oldest. Then there
was Uncle Webster who was Mom's half brother that lived in California
and was a preacher. Uncle Willard worked in carpentry and in the
lumber yard. Uncle Archibald Rigg lived in St. Louis, he did many
things, drove a street car for a time down there ard other things then
Aunt Iena Hudson who married Uncle Ira Hudson, then there was Aunt
RenanensandthemwasttLﬁmieRigg,ormthimiemlleris
what her first husband was, but she married a couple of times. That
was Mom's family.

Q: What about on your father's side, do you know if he had any
brothers and sisters?

A: He had a half brother, Uncle Jerry Malloy who lived in Chicago and
worked in the Post Office up there until he retired. Then I had an
auntt, Mae Dietrich, and they lived in East St. Louis and that's about
all the family that my dad had that I know of.

Q: Do you know your grandfather's name on you father's side?

A: Grandpa McCarthy, John.
Q: Where was he from?

A: He originated in Irelardd. He come over here I guess it was in the
early 1900's, they said he lived to be a hurxired fifteen but they
don't actually know that because he'd been unable to find his records.
He came over on an old wooden ship with another brother that settled
in san Jose, California and he come over with two sisters that were
mins and cne of them died on the way over and they had to bury her at
sea because they were afraid the porpoise would tear up the wooden
ship. Then the other aunt went to New Jersey and become a mun out
there for a few years. The whole family was very old.

Q: Do you think possibly that would have been in the 1800's instead?

A: It could have been, I'm not really sure of that. I never did
think about that much.

Q: Your father was born in what year?

A: Probably 1898.

Q: Your father was born in the United States?

A: He was born in Kane, that's where Grandpa lived when he came over

here. From the time he come here, he lived in a little three room
house,




Billy D. McCarthy 3

Q: Who did he marry here?

A: I know Grandma but I just can't remember her name. She wag a lady
that had auburn hair, a beautiful lady and she died at about fifty-one

or fifty~two years of age before I got very acquainted with her. She
was a wonderful person.

Q: Ard that was not his first marriage?

A: That was his last one that I recall.

Q: Do you know how many times he was married before?

A: Well I think he was married either two or three times.

Q: In Ireland?

A: No, I think he was married over here, I don't believe he was
married in Ireland, I'm not sure of that either because there wasn't a
lot of history in the early family from where grandpa come from.

Q: I know ance I asked your mother what county my great grandfather
came from and she told me but I was too young to put it away.

A: I'm not sure, was it Dublin?

Q: That would be a city.

A: It was in that county wherever Dublin is I think.

Q: You think that Dublin might be the city that he came from?

A: T thought that was where he come fram but I'm not sure of that.
cane over here and we didn't see many records of his previous

life before he came to the United States.

Q: What about your siblings, you have one sister and two brothers?

A: T have a sister and a brother living and a brother dead. My
yourgest brother died, fifty—thrgeyearsold, ten years ago.

Q: Wwhat about your sister? what was her married name?

A: Her name was Monroe, Jane Monroe, Mrs. Lloyd Monroe and they had
two children, Arthur and Lloydie. Lloydie is deceased, killed in a
car accident, of course Art still lives here in White Hall and works
for CIPS.

Q: Does he have any children?

A: Art had a little girl, of course he was married once and they
split and the little girl stays with her mother and he gets to see her
on weekends. He married a young lady that had I think three or four
children so he has a nice family. The little girl is a very
intelligent little girl.
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Q: What about your youngest brother, what was his wife's name?

>

¢ Norma Dean Wyatt. They married and they had a boy and when he was
ive or four years old, he died of spinal meningitis. It was odd
because he was at the football game with Virden and I'm not cquite sure
it might have been Auburn that night, but anyway he was feeling
and he went home and about two o'clock in the morning he told his
he was very sick and wanted to go to the doctor and he never did
to go to the doctor. By the time that Norma Dean and Eugene got
him to the hospital he was in a cama and he lived about four days. It
was a very sad occasion for us. Then they had another boy a few years
later.

Q: The youngest one was Tim?
A: Yes.

FERRES

Q: And the oldest one was Shawn. (pause)

Q: And what was his second son who is still alive name?

A: Tim, and I think Timmie lived with his mother and father and went
to school at Virden and graduated. He's up north scmeplace now and
hagagoodjobaxﬂdomgrealfme. Of course that was his dad's
pride and joy.

Q: What about your middle brother? What's his name?

A: Robert, or Bob we called him, he lives in Carrollton. He worked
for thirty-five years in the main Post Office in St. Louis, on Market
Street and then he retired a couple of years ago ard he lives in
Carrollton now, they built a place down there.

Q: Now he's been married twice, what was his first wife's name?

A: Ruth Akers was his first wife and his secord wife was Meda.

Q: Wwhat about children from the first marriage?

A: Bob and Ruth had three children, the oldest one was John David,
the second was Cheryl Amn, the third one was Ronnie. That's three of
them, I just can't remember who the other two were right now.

Q: How about your brother's second marriage?

A: He married Meda and they had two children. The oldest one, I
can't remember what her name is right now, but Meda and Bob had a
second girl was Dianne.

Q: Where did you go to school?

A: I went to White Hall grade school, one through eight and then I
contimed to white Hall High School.

Q: What year did you graduate?
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A: 1939.
Q: What about the jcb that you held right after high school?

A:; Well T graduated May 19th and went out and bought a car on May
20th and on the 21st went to work at Ruckel's Pottery, located here on
Worcester Street in white Hall., I made seventeen cents an hour and we
probably would get paid if he had any money. See they had to sell
scme stoneware before he could make money to give people their pay.
Now the older people he paid but the younger guys he just paid them on
accounts. I worked there a year.

Q: Wwhat did you do there?

A: I was running the molds. Take the molds
jolly man and he'd fill them in with clay to make the jugs amd

in
back to the dryers and they would dry over night and we'd go back and
I'd bring them out the next day and I'd finish them on what they call
a finishing wheel. Then I'd take the mold and give them to the jolly

man and he'd fill it again and I'd run it back and come out everyday,
finish it and run the mold back. That was an everyday event.

Q: How many employees were there at Ruckel's?

A: Ch I would say there was probably thirty at the time I worked down
there,

Q: Wwhere was the scurce of c¢lay for the pottery?

A: Ch, from Clay City.

Q: Where was that?

A: East of White Hall.

Q: What's there now?

A: Well we have a man that farms that land now. That's about all he
does out there with it. There's still clay there but nobody needs it
right now.

Q: Was the Greene County Golf Course part of that?

A: Greene County Golf Course years ago was part of it, . Then
scme pecple bought the land and built a house or two on it. One house
burned down and of course about that time the Greene County Golf
Association bought the land and made the golf course, that was about
1931 or 1932, something like that.,

1Q‘QI;llP?Iowdidtheygett.hec:layfmm01aycitybacktoRucloel'sinWhite*.

A: I think Ruckel's trucked most of theirs kit the big shop, they
would go cut in a trolley, had little cars and they had a trolley and
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they had a railroad line out there and they'd go out there and they'd
fill them in and then they'd bring it to town and go up on the trestle
and empty it in the clay bin out there. But Ruckel's, they hauled
theirs in by truck and piled it behind the building and when they
needed it they'd bring it into the clay room and make the clay out of
it proceeding to process the clay and then we could use it.

Q: Now Ruckel's was on what street?
A: It was on Worcester Street.

Q: Now the big shop you mentioned, was there an official name for
that?

A: Wwhitehall Stoneware and Sewer Pipe Company.
Q: Was that located on the northend of White Hall?

A: No it was not quite the southend of town but almost. 'The far
street was Tunison Averme and the first street north waild have been
Sherman Street. That's where all that territory with sewer pipes done
there was planned. They had tile all over the place. Pecple from

everywhere come in and bought it.

Q: They were two completely different businesses, run and owned by
different pecple?

A: Yes, they were run by different pecple. One was run by Mr. Ruckel
and Stoneware was run by Mr. Stahl, C. B. Stahl.

Q: I wonder about the origins of your nickname?

A: One time when we down at the old Chautaucua grounds which is south
of town, right on the other side of the seminary bridge there off to
the right of a big field. And Chautauqua was there every year. So
one year after Chautaugua about four or five of us went down there and
we found a jar of pickles and we started eating them and we were
playing ball and I was rumning around the bases and I said, "Boy I'm
sure getting Lizzy." So I went with the name Lizzy for a long time
ard then Dizzy Dean came up and they started calling me Dizzy and
that's where I got my name.

Q: And that's generally what you are known by is Diz, right?
A: That's everyplace.

Q: I know I've run into people from all parts of Illinois and they
ask me if I'm any relation to Diz McCarthy.

A: Usually they call me Diz or Coach. Same Mr. McCarthy but I accept
the name Diz more than anything else.

Q: So you worked at Ruckel's from 1939 to 19407
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A: Then I went to work up on the state highway for about six months.
We were lardscaping because they'd just built the hardroad up towards
Winchester, 104 or samething like that and we planted all those trees
and put soil in the hills so they wouldn't slide and we just decorated
the land.

Q: Now was that done wrder the state?
A: State of Illinois, yes.

Q: What about the years that you were growing up from the time of the
Great Depression starting in 1929? Could you tell me some
remembrances of those years?

A: Well at the time of the depression which was about at that time, T
was going to school and I was involved in all athletics so I was busy
all the time. Dad always told me while you go to school, enjoy

school, you are not going to work until you get out anyway. So I went
to school and enjoyed school. I participated in football and

basketball and track. That's all we had at that time. In sumer we
would go out and have softball teams and play other teams. We had a
pmjecthe:;e,theymilttoilets,thatwasthﬂpmjectttmtwahadix}

them worked in recreational areas. We would go up there and they had
a basketball court and ping pong and we'd play that. We had a good
time. There was no problem for us. Of course all of a sudden it come
to an e and Dad had a better jab and we began to make it pretty
good. By that time we had six in the family instead of three.

Q: What about the success at sports in high school? Do you recall
anything about that?

A: You mean my playing?
Q: Your personal success as well as the team success.

A: I was pretty fortunate I guess, when I went into high school I
weighed a hundred and five pounds and was about five foot tall and I
played eleven quarters of football my freshman year. My buddy said I
would play hell to get a letter but that was beside the point. In
basketball I made the first twelve my freshman year. Then the
sophamore year I played varsity in all sports and the same the junior
year and senior year. I tell the kids sometimes, "I don't know, a lot
of pecple have a lot of memories and have done great things," but I
said, "I made all-conference in football my junior year, basketball
all-conference in my junior year and I made them both my senior year,"
and I said, "I don't know very many boys that's ever done that.™ I
thought I was real proud of that you know. I thought that was really
a great thing for me.

Q: How about your teams success? Did you participate on a team that




Billy D. McCarthy 8

A: Well we were pretty successful when I wag in high school. The
first team I played on they won I think twenty-seven and lost three.
Then the next team I played on I think we won again about twenty-seven
to three and won several tournaments, just missed going to the state
tournament by three points. Then my junior year we had about a
fifteen and nine and then my senior year we had about fifty-fifty
Season. So we had a lot of success. Football we always went
fifty-fifty which I thought was pretty good. Track was always decent
but there was a lot more schools participating. It's harder, with all
the schools there was, harder to win than the way we've done the last

few years,
Q: What events did you participate in track?

A: Ch I was in shot put and the javelin and discus and I pole vaulted
and anything they needed me for I was there to do it. I could long

Jump maybe nineteen feet, eighteen and a half, which wasn't great but
I'd get a place in the pole vault. I always got second, a kid from

Carrollton in the shot put, I couldn't beat him. I always got second
to a boy from Roodhouse in the discus and I always got third in the

Javelin. A kid from Jerseyville and a kid from Eldred used to beat

me, small guys about a hundred and fifty pounds but they had good arms
on them. T could throw about a hundred and sixty feet but would get

third for it most of the time. So I was campetitive maybe.

Q: What size were you by your senior year?

A: T weighed a hundred ard sixty-nine pounds when I wag a senior and
played fullback.

Q: How tall were you?
A: I was five, ten amd a half.

Qs Doymhaveanyoﬂ:ermnesofthedepmssim, hardships
that your family went through?

A: m,welivedMalittlefmr-mmm:se,Imeanhazdship,Ihear
kids today talking about, I say, "You don't know what hardship is
because we lived in a four-room house, we had an old stove and Mom of
course was the ane that had to get up and start the fire every
morning, it didn't last all night. I said, "We didn't even have
chairs, we had baxes to set on at home." At Christmas time we'd go
outinthewoodsandgetatreeorwehadabigtraeinmryardym
know and we'd get a limb off of it and put some candles on it and
light them. Of course you had to watch or you'd burn the house down
you know because with candles you could set a fir tree on fire pretty
quick. Then I can remember a lot
aunts and uncle. One time at Christmas, I always wanted a little
merry-go-round that played music. So Aunt Rena says, "Well probably
Santa Claus will bring you one." So when they come down I had a
from them and I opened it up and it was switches and I started
crying and they said, "well maybe he left your other gift outside."
S0 what they'd done, they'd put it outside I went out and there
was my little merry-go-round and I was really happy about it. Now I

g
i
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remember one time I wanted a pair of boots and didn't think we could
afford it but at Christmas there were my boots. I tried to put them
on and my legs were so thick that I couldn't pull them on so Mom cut
the sides of the tongue so I could get them on. So that was about the
best Christmas that I ever had when I was young. Because we didn't
really have mach. I think going to Grandma's on Christmas day and
getting a sack with an orange and muts and candy that was our big gift
on Christmas. But as I say we didn't have but I remember a lot of
days when my bed where I slept on the east side of the house would be
covered with snow the next morning, it would seep in the windows and
that's the way we lived but we were happy.

Q: You just recently sold that house right?
A: Yes, about a year ago.
Q: What year did your father die?

A: let's see he was sixty-one years of age, about twenty-eight years
ago he died, so that would about 1960.

Q: 1960 or 1961].
A: Yes, it would be about that time.
Q: What about your mother?

: Mom died about four or three years ago, about 1984 I think she
died in Octaber.

Q: What kind of employment did your father have during his life?

A: Dad worked on farms some and he worked at Clay City awhile and he
worked over cn the kiln gang. That would seat five kilns at night. I
remanber going over there and sleeping in the door of the kiln, it was
warm you know. So Dad would take me over there and I'd get a good
sleep at the kiln. Then he worked in some coal mines out in Birch
Creek, out here north of our cammmity and I remember one day he'd

us had to live on that, of course things weren't as high then but it
was still hard for him to make it. I remember getting fifteen cents
on Saturday night to go to the movie. It was a dime and then I'd get
a nickel sack of pearmts. That was our allowance but we didn't
canplain that was the way it was. Dad worked there for years and
years and then finally he wanted to get a business of his own so he
started a feed store, the McCarthy Feed Store in wWhite Hall, on
Sherman Street and he enjoyed it and that's why he wanted it because
he loved pecple and he wanted to talk to them. That's why Mom and T
thought that was the big reason he wanted to start this store you know
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Q: Now if I'm not mistaken the Secretary of State at the time was
Paul Pcwell?

A: Right.
Q: Did you ever meet Mr. Powell?

A: Yes, I did. He come down at Christmastime and said, "Merry
Christmas, Billy," and I didn't even think he knew me you know. I
felt good when Paul Powell come and said, "Merry Christmas, Billy."
So Paul Powell knew his pecple that worked for him and I thought he
was a good man.

Q: Were you disturbed when you learned of his possible wrong doing?

A: T really didn't say he had done too much wrong, I mean my own
theory of that but I didn't know what it was all about anyway. But
when I met him he was just a fine gentleman.

Q: While you were with the Secretary of State were you ever offered
any money to perform favors for anyone?

At Not really. A guy put a fifty dollar bill in my pocket cne day
and I gave it back to him really quick, I didn't know why he had done
it and I said, "Hey, don't ever do this to me or you'll never get
anything done in this State of Illinois again." He said, "Well, the
kids need some toys." I said, "My kids don't need any toys. I'm
stunbling over them at hame now. Don't ever do this to me again.” So
he took us out to dinner, there were three of us. I never would go by
myself with anybody. So ed a week later and I think he felt
bad about what he did and I don't know if he was trying me to bribe me
for samething because he always got what he wanted anyway. So he
called up Ellis Bergman who was my assistant and talked to him and
said, "How's Mac?" Al said, "Oh, he's all right." He said, "Ask Mac
if I can do anything for him." I said, "Nope, I don't think there's
anything." I said, "Yes, you can do something for me, get me four
tickets to the All-star game in St. Iouis." Well you went with me,
anandmybmtlmr,mwrtdowntlmseearﬂthemxtdaywehad
those tickets. But I think he was just trying to make up, he knew he
had made a mistake and trying to make up for it you know.

Q: Do you think there was very much of this type of thing that went
cn while you were with the Secretary of State?

8

A: Well I never did see it I mean if it did go on. It didn't go on
in Reciprocity and Pro-rate I know because all my people knew what
they had to do and they did it.

Q: Earlier you mentioned your family, when did you meet your wife and
could you tell me more?

A: Yes, I came home from military service, I was hame on convalescent
leave from the the hoepital, she was down at my cousin's house and T
met her and I asked her if she wanted to go cut to a movie or

something and she accepted and from there on we got well acquainted






















