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Q: W d  ym tell me a little bit abaLzt y m r  early life, like when 
ymmrebarndwhers? 

A: I ms born May 19, 1920, was born on a beautiful day. I was born 
inmyhame, m y m o t h e r ~ i n ~ i r b e d ~ t ~ u s e d t o s l ~ i n ,  my 
mcan and dad, the dlocrtor cane art ard delivered me. The street 
was 712 A m  Stmet .  We had a good life w i t h  mcan and dad. We didn't 
have a lot but w e  did maks it and that's abcut the early part of ry 
life. 

A: Pansy Olive Mea&hy ard  W i l l i a m  -. 

A: Pansy Olive Rigg. 

A: Yes, Manhad abazt five sisters d f a r m  d a half 
brathar ard tky are spiread all cnrer Cdlifornia. A lot of them cams 
fmm Wrights, m t l s  w,here my great gmmlmhw was living 
Granamawasborn. 

a: what - yau-gmamttm's namne? 

A: Elizabeth Walker Rigg. 
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a: Po yau -1 y.jur DRDthBr's bmmds and sister's xmes? 

Q: What abcrut an y a r  fatharts side, do yau In#rw if he had arry 
bmtbrs arvl sisters? 

A: He had a half brather, Uncle Jerry Ekllay who lived in chicago and 
w o r k e d i n t h e R 3 8 t O f f f o ~ u p ~ u n t i l h e ~ .  Then1hada.n 
aunt, Phe D i e t r i c h ,  and they lived in I%& St. Lrxlis at-d that's about 
all the family t h t  my dad had that I )saw of. 

Q: Do y m  luusw yar  grandea-'s nama an you father's side? 

A: It d d  have hen, I'm not mally sure of that. I IEWC did 
t h i n k a b a u t : ~ t ~ .  

Q: Yaur father was born in what year? 
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A: I larrw Gnvldnra but I just= can't W name. She w a ~ i  a lady 
that had auburn hair, a beautiful lady arrd she died at about f i m  
0 r f i f t y ~ y e a m o f a g e b e f m e I g a t v e r y a ~ w i t h h e r .  She 
w a s a - m .  

A: No, I think he married wer hem, I don't believe he was 
marrid in Iralml, I'm not sue of that either muse there wasn't a 
l o t o f h i s t a y i n t t m e a r l y f a m n i l y f i r o m ~ ~ c a a e ~ .  

A: I'm not sum, me it mblin? 

Q: U d  be a city. 

Q: You think that Wlin might  be ths city U-at he carr# frcm? 

A: H e r  nam was w, Jane Hmme, Mrs. Lloyd and they had 
two dliMren, Arthur an3 naydie. flluydie iEl deceased, killed in a 
car accident, of - Art still lives here in White EEall and workrt 
for CIPS. 

Q: he have any children? 

A: Att had a little girl, of - he wets married o m  they 
split & the little girl stays w i t h  her mthe anl he gets to see her 
oa -. H e  married a yamg lady that hesd I think three or f a r  
a l d r e n  sa he has a nice family. The little girl is a very 
intelligent little girl. 



Q: What alsaut yuur brother, what was his wife's mum? 

A: Y e s .  

8: And the oldest crewis Sherwn. (pause) 

Q: M bhat was his son who is still alive namne? 

8: What about miMle bmther? What's his ram? 

Q: Ncrw he's m i &  twice, h t  was his  first wife's mum? 

A: FMh Akem w a s  hie first wife and his wife ms Mda. 

Q: - did y m  go to SGhaOl? 

Q: What year did yau graduate? 



Q: What did yeru do there? 

A: I w a s ~ m e m o l d s .  ~ t h e ~ ~ l d s a n d b r ~ t h a n c x r t t o t h e  
jolly man and hetd fill them in with clay to make the jqs ard 
a m y W h g t h a t w e m r a d a .  ThenIwxldrunthsgreenclayinthe~k~lds 
b a c k t o a m & m W d d r y e r v e r n i g h t a r r d m V d g o b a c k a n d  
Itd bring them erut: tIae next day arxl Itd f U  t h e m  m what call 
a finishq M. Then Itd take the mold & give thm to the jolly 
man and held fill it again arrd Itd run it h d c  ard cae att weryday, 
flniah it an3 run the mold back. lhat ms an everyday rrvent. 

A: Ch, fmn Clay City. 

Q: Where was mat? 

A: Well we have a man that farms that land mv. ?hatts abcrut all he 
does art them w i t h  it. Iharets still clay lxtt m b d y  rmds it 
rigirt m. 

A: Greem Ocrunty Golf &ume years ago ma part of it, . Then 
somepeople - t the1andard)u i l tahrusear twocn~  Onehouse 
~ d c w n a n d o f ~ a b a r t t h a t t h m t h e ~ ~ G o l f  
A s g o c i a t i r n ~ t h e l a n d ~ m n a d s w l e g o l f  -, thatwasabcut 
1931 rn 1932, saaething like that. 

Q: Hm did they get the clay £ m a  Clay City baa to -Is in white 
m l ?  

A: I t h i n ) r ~ t s t n r k e d m o s t o f t h e i r s M t h e b i g s b c p ,  they 
wwld go aut in a trolley, had little m ard they had a trolley and 



Billy D. Bfcawby 6 

Q: NCIW ehe big shop ycru mentiapled, was .Ulere an official for 
that? 

Q: I wmdx abmt the origins of ymr nicbam? 

Q: And that's gemrally what ycxl are ]mkJn by is ~iz, right? 

Q: I knm I've run into pecrple from all parts of 1llinois and they 
arsk IIB if I'm q relatian to ~ i z  -a 

A: Usually W q  call me Diz or Coach. SaPle Mr. McCamy 3x1t I accept 
the narme Dfz lmre .than arryVlirrg else. 
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A: WellataWofths-imM&-aberutatWttime, I 
w a s ~ ~ t O ~ l ~ I ~ l n v o l v e d i n a l l a t h l B t i ~ 8 s o I ~ 3 n x s y  
all W thm. Lad always toldlzle while ycru go to -1, @cry 
-1, ~arenotgo~towcrkzrrrti lycru*&arryway* SoIw@nt 
to sdx3ol and enjoyed -1. I participate3 in fwbdl ard 
-1 and track. Plat's all we had at that the. In smmer we 
wwld go a r t  ~IXI have s ~ ) f L b l l  teamns and play &her barn. We had a 
pmject m, .uley built toilets, that ma the project that m had in 
aur m m m i t y .  %he old i-.m had aver here ard the elervators in 
#e mill yard, thatls w k m  pople had quite a few j b .  Then wans of 
t h e m 7 r J m k e d i n m c m a t i o n a l ~ .  Wemuldgouptherearrdtheyhad 
a hskthll cmrt ad phq pcarg and we'd play that. We had a good 
tiPae. ~waf inoprc tb lemforus .  o f ~ a l l o f a s u d d e n i t ~  
t o a n e n d d D a d h a d a m j a b a r r d t n # m t o m i t e  
goad. B y t h a t t i m e ~ h a d s i x i n t h s f a P l i l y ~ o f ~ .  
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Q: What events did yrru participate in bade? 

Q: What size m yaz by ylw: d m  ywr? 

A: I was five, ten anb a half. 
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Q: Yax just m y  sold that hmse right? 

A: Y e s ,  abazt ayear ago. 

Q: What yeax did yaw fa- die? 

A: Y e s ,  it U d  be abaut that the. 

A: Idan died abart fax or three p a r s  ago, about 1984 I think shs 
d i d  in O c t C b r .  

Q: What H of en~lymeort did yrrur fa- have during h b  life? 

A: Dad warm cm farm m he at Clay City d l e  ,,d he 
vmrksd war cm the kiln garug. That ulllrruld seat five kilns a t  night. I 
xrErmePmber go* wsr tbre ard s l q i r r g  in tkae door of the kiln, it was 
wannyrmkrmr. S o l B d & d t a k e m e a v e r ~ a n d I 1 d g e t a g m d  
sleepatthekiln. ~ h e ~ i n s a m c o a l . ~ u r t i n ~  
Q d c ,  m t h e c e m r r t h o f a r ~ t y ~ I ~ o m d a y h e ~ d  
been workirq a l l  day and that night the mirra fell in. a he nwer 
d.idmr3cinami.neagainsee. B u t t h r ; n m l y t h e  jabthathegot 
t h a t l a B t E ! d h i m l ~ # a n P u r y t h i m ,  0fca;lrsehthstimeof 
~ i a n h e w a s ~ .  Immherhegwta  jabupatEEnck 
181- far abart aweek, I thinkhemade abcnrt ten or tk lvedol la r rs  a 
-andmheEmlygota-j&atthel-yard, La(3rpss 
fumbsrmnp~~~~.  H e s t a r t e d c r u t a b e n r t ~ v e d o l l a r s a ~ a r d s i x o f  
us had to live an that, of crxlrse thirrgs weren't as high then lxlt it 
wasstillhard f o r h i m t o m a b i t .  IremxbrgettirrgfiFteencerrts 
o n S a ~ y n i g h t t o g o t o t h e n u ~ v i e .  ItwaeadianeandthenI'dget 
a n i d d  sack of pea&. !Chat waa aur allamme lmt we didn't 
~ l a i n t h a t m s t h e w a y i t w a s .  D e r d ~ t h e r e f o r ~ a n d  
years and l2m finally he mntd to g e t  a b i n e ~ ~  of his crwn so he 
startgdafeedstcm, the-~edStoreinwhiteKal1, cn 
~ ~ a n d k b e m j a y e d i t a n d t h a t l s ~ h e w a n t e d i t b e c a u g e  
h e l w e d p e o p l e a n d h e w x b d t o t a l k b ~ .  P r a t ' s ~ m z n a n d I  
thaghtthatwas~bigreasahewantedtostartthisstoreyaz)acrw 






































