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PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a type-recorded interview conducted
by Mary Ann Dillon for the Oral History Office in February 1974,

Mary Amn Dillon transcribed the tape, Rosalyn Bone edited the
transcript and Barbara Dewhurst prepared the final copy.

Carrie Alice Maurer was born in Cass County, Illinois, on Septenber
28, 1891. She was raised in the country and continued living on a
farm through most of her life. Her recollections of that life
provide detail on farming tasks, home life and social activities.
She also recounts experiences during the Great Depression and
World War IT,

Readers of this oral history memolr should bear in mind that it is

a transcript of the spoken word, and that the Interviewer, narrator,
and edltor sought to preserve the informal conversational style that
is inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon.State University is
not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the
views expressed therein; these are for the reader to Jjudge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted, and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Carrie Maurer, February 28, 1974, Springfield, Tllinois.
Mary Ann Dillon, Interviewer.

Q. Aunt Carrie, what's your date of birth?
A. September 28, 1891.
Q. Where were you born?

A. Well, I was born in Cass County, Illinois and about seven miles north
of Ashland.

Q. Were you born on that farm?
A. Ch yes.
Q. Ch, were you. Now tell me, what's your full name?

A. Carrie Alice. Somebody in the office over at Dr. Cartmell, has been
sending out nofilces that I should come in certain times—-but somtimes T
don't go to him for two or three years, depending on my feet—and she spells
my name C-A-R-Y. Why that makes me so mad that anybody in an office would
be so ignorant that she can't . . . My name is an old name.

Q. Yes, it is. Well, C-A-R-Y is g way of spelling a man's name, isn't it?
A. That's a surname, too. There used to be a hardware dealer down in
Tallula. Their surname was spelled C-A-R-Y, but no female ever had a name
spelled like that. That makes me so mad . to think that anybody was that
ignorant. (tape turned off and on again.)

Q. Now tell me about your family, your father; start with your father and
your mother.

A, My father was Ernest Charles.

Q. And he was the one who came .

A, No, his father came from Germany.

Q. Do you know what year?

Q. I don't know what year they came from Germany, but I have the date of
my father's blrth.

Q. Oh, what is it?
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A. Wait a minute until I refresh my memory. (Narrator leaves the room to
get some records.)

Q. Do you know where your father was born?

A, Yes, he was born down in Cass County, closer to Virginia and Beards-
town. I don't know exactly where, but it was in that area of Virginia and
Beardstown. My brother Loule had this made off our family Bible; he wanted
one of them. A Photostatic copy. I believe that's what it is, isn't it?

Q. Yes, it is. Ernest Maurer was born July 15, 1852. What was your mother's
name?

A. Alice Becky, I believe. She was one of those children that had a whole
lot of middle names. But I think Alice Becky; I don't think she ever used
the middle name. It's on here, somewhere. Alice Davis is what it 1s here.
Q. Okay. Where was she bom?

She was born down in that area, too.

So 1t was your father's father that came from Germany?

Yes, and his father's name was John, John Mauer.

A

Q

A

Q. And he was a bookbinder?
A. Yes,

Q. So, do you know what year your father bought the farm?
A

. No I don't. They lived on a farm down bv Virginia seven years and they
were married in, well let me see. . . . They were married in February, 1876,
and they lived on that farm down there for seven years. That would have made
it 1883, wouldn't it, about that time.

Q. You were the middle child?

A. Seven, I was nunber seven.

Q. Oh, you were nunber seven. How many were there?

A. Ten. Flve boys and five girls, ten,

Q. What dld your father ralse? What kind of crops did your dad raise?

A, Corn, wheat and ocats, and lots of hay; clover hay and timothy hay. One

year, after Mildred's mother died, he hulled red clover that fall and he had
a crop of twelve bushels to the acre, which was something very unreasonable,
out of the ordinary, I'll put it that way, very out of the ordinary.

Q. How many acres dld he have altogether?

A. On the farm? We had 140.
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Did he have.livestock?

Oh yes, it was a stock farm. We had horses and cows, hogs and sheep.

Did you use the wool from the sheep?
He sold 1t.

You never made anything ocut of it?

No, we never carded or spun or wove any of it.

*

Were the boys older than the girls? So, did they boys help him farm?

Yes, some.

2 » © P & p © P O

After they got older?

A. After they got older, they went out to work for themselves. (laughter)
In those days, you know, a kid was, oh, about fourteen or sixteen or some-
thing like that, why, he went out and worked for somebody else. But the
boys worked there.

Q. Did he rotate the crops, like, you know, where he planted corn?

A. Yes, yes he did, some. But of course, they didn't think so much about
1t back in those days as they do now, I don't think. He did rotate crops,
yes.

Q. And he had to do everything with horses, right?

A, (h yes.

Q. Did you have mules?

A. No, he ralsed a mule colt one time, but we had horses. We didn't have
miles.

Q. How many horses did you have?

A. OCOh, we had different, usually I think about six, maybe eight. I think
usually about six; then of course, mares ralsed colts back in those days.

Q. What did you use for transportation? Did you have a buggy?

A. We had a buggy, we had a surrey, and originally they had a spring wagon.
Q. Oh, yes? You ‘had a buggy and a surrey?

A, Yes.

Q. What's the difference?

A. A buggy is a one-seated affair and a surrey was a two-seated affair.
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Q. Onh, I see. Well, how did you get all those kids in that?

A. (laughter) Well, my oldest brother was grown and married when my
youngest brother was bormn, so you see, we were strung out over a period of
years. (laughs)

Q. Yes, so they always had them coming and going.

A, Yes, coming and going and on the farm, you know, there was always
chickens to be. fed, cows to be milked and so on and so forth. So oftentimes
we didn't all go at once.-

Q. What kind of chores did the women do?

A. Oh, anything and everything..

Q. Did they take care of the gardening?

A. Ch yes.

Q. Did the women take care of the chickens?
4, Oh yes.

Q. Dld the women milk cows?

A. Oh sure. On Grandpa Maurer's farm everybody mllked cows. (laughter)
And my youngest sister, she liked farm work and she did quite a lot of
farming,.

Q. You mean she drove the plow?

A. Oh sure! Sure. She plowed corn and she plowed everything. She helped
my brother Frank; he was my third brother and there was Lily and me and
Pearl in between Esther and Frank, and Frank always kind of catered to
Esther. She would get up of a morning and go to the field without her break-
fast for fear of somebody would want her to help wash dishes.

Q. She didn't like any of the housework then.

A. No. And orne time we had walking cultivators—probably you never saw
any of those--and there was two wheels and an arch and.then the beams of
the cultivators were fastened on there, and you'd walk behind it and hold
the handles of the shovels. Frank told about one time he stopped to rest
for something, I don't know what, and he left his cultivators and Esther
was there, s0 she decided she would plow some corn. And of course, she
had an accident and upset the cultivators. (laughter) And that was quite
a chore, you know, for somebody to straighten them back up that didn't know
about it. He laughed about coming back and finding her struggling to get
those cultivators set back up so he wouldn't know she had upset all them.
(laughter)

Q. How 0ld was she when she did all that?
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A. Oh. I guess a kid of twelve or thirteen, something like that. But she
continued farm work as long as she was able to.

Q. Oh did she? Did you ever do any of it?

A. No, I dldn't. The only thing I ever did, I drove a mower to mow hay
and then I drove a rake to reke hay, and then we had a baler that was horse-
powered and I drove the horse oftentimes to bale that hay and then to use a
derrick--we had a horse dropper at the derrick--~to stagk hay. T did those
things, but that's about the extent of my farm work. '

Q. I dldn't realize they had balers then. That made into blocks like they
have now?

A. Oh sure, yes, yes. My father had a baler.
Ch, I thought they Just put them in big hay mounds.

Well, they did both.

Yes, yes, they dld both. Yes, we had lots of stacked hay and we had
derrick to stack it and then my father also had a baler to bale hay.

Q.

AO

Q. Oh, really?
A.

a

Q. Did they pick com or dld they put it in those bundles?

A. Well, we had what they call shock corn. You cut it when it was kind of
green, and then they shucked corn standing in the fleld, too. They did it
both ways.

Q. They did it by handg?

A. Oh yes, sure. We didn't have any power outside of horses in those days.
(laughter)

Q. What time did the men get up in the morning? Did they start really
early? ‘ '

A. T don't know, I suppose it depended on what they were doing. “Sometimes
maybe 4:30 a.m., sometimes maybe 5:30 a.m., depending on what they were doing.

Q. Did everybody get up then?

Well, no, they didn't. They strung out.

A
Q. Did your mother bake bread in the morning?
A.. No, not in the morning.

Q

. S0 what dild you have for bregkfast?
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A. We had light bread.
&. You mean white bread?

A. Yes, I guess that'!s what you would call it. We called it light bread.
It raised, you know, with the yeast, like your sourdough bread.

Q. Did you have eggs and bacon and all that stuff every morning for break-
fast?

A. T think sometimes they did, yes.

Q. Did they have what they call porridge?:

A, Sometimes we had rolled oats.

Q. Tell me how the day went, you know, like after everybody got wp.

A. Well, there was always something to do. There were cows to milk and
milk to be separated and the separator to be washed. And then every so
often there was cream to be churmed or later on, we sold the cream. And

of course there was the noon meal to get, interspersed with garden work.

Q. So did you make butter about once a week?

A. GCh no; we made 1t more often than that.

Q. Ch, you dig?

A, Yes.

Q. What kind of a churm did you have?

A. Well, we had different kinds of churns. The first one I remenber was
sort of Jike a barrel, only instead of being shaped like a barrel it was
more oval. It had a paddle in it and a crank on it and every time that paddle
went around your hand had to go around. And then later on, we got what they
called a bentwood churn. It was like this and was on legs, and it had cog

wheels on it. So the paddle went around more often than your hand had to
go around.

Q. So that would take quite a while, wouldn't it?

A. Well, sometimes it did, sometimes not. And we had a refrigerator that
my father had built. It stood higher than your head and it had four doors
on 1t and on this side, that's where the ice was. Over on this side was a
place for milk and cream and 80 on and so forth.. And down below there were
shelves and we kept crocks of milk in that before we had a separator.

Q. Where did you get the ice?

A. We put 1t up. We put ice up in an ice house.
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Q. Oh, in the ice house. But you could only have that in the wintertime,
right?

A. DNo, they put it up in the wintertime to run us through the summer .
Q. Oh, it'd last all summer.

A. . . . put it up with sawdust. At first we had a frame lce house and
put up ice. 'Then later on, ny father dug an ice house in the ground and

lined it with bricks, brdck wall, and bullt a shed over it and that would
keep the lce much longer than the o0ld frame building would.

Q. Where did they get the ice from in the wintertime?

A. We didn't have a pond, but there were people around there who did have
ponds and my father got the ice from them. At one time, he had a pond,
but he bullt it too close to the road and the dirt from the road washed in
and filled it up over a length of time, so he didnit ibother to rebuild it,
but we got the ice from neighbors who had ponds. And in this underground
ice house, we had ice, oh, way on, I think sometimes as late as Septenber,
maybe later than that. It would last a long time.

Q. How did you keep milk before you had the ice house? Or do you not
remember when you didn't have the refrigerator?

A. Ch yes, it was a while there we had what they called a milk trough.
Q. What's that?

A. That's a long trough and you put water in there and then you change
that water every so often, you know. The milk was in there in crocks.
And before that we had a spring house where they kept the milk,

Q. How did that work?

A, Well, it was a shed bullt over where the spring was—we had a spring
down in the orchard--and it was a shed built over that and they'd put the
milk in crocks, cover it up, and set 1t down in that stream of water that
came from the spring. I was quite small when we had that, but I do remem-
ber 1t.

Q. Did you get your water from that spring?

A. Yes, my mother did, but I don't remember 1t because when I was blg enough
to remenber we had a well at the house. They had one well there and it
wasn't very good, and they had a man come out there to water witch for a
well. Kinsey Barr was his name. It was a place out so far in the yard
where they thought they wanted it, so they dug there and they didn't get
water., And Kinsey Barr told them, he said, "I told you that wasn't water
there. The water was here." They dug the well there where he sald later

on, dug it 47 feet deep, and seven feet down below the vein of water, and

we never was without water. We used the chain and pulley and wooden buckets.

Q. How did he go about witching the well?
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He had that forked stick that you have heard about.

Did he use any kind of special wood?

S

No.

Q. My grandfather always told me that either peach cr some kind of wood,
either hickory or peach or something, that was supposed to better for it.

A. I don't remember that. I don't remember whether there was certain kinds
or not. I don't remember. I just remember Kinsey Barr witching our well
as we always had water. (laughter)

Q. How did they dig the well?

A. By hand with spades.

Q. Ch, by hand; 47 feet deep?

A, You seen these old windlasses, haven't you, in the well where they .
I'm sure they have one out here at the 01d Salem.

Q. No, what is 1t?

A. It's a small log put up on a trellis and it's got handles on it. You
wind your rope around, fasten the rope to that, and then you turn the crank
and wind that rope and that pulls up a bucket or whatever you have down
there. I don't know, there's been a lot of them on the TV lately. Maybe

you don't see TV, but I'm quite sure there's one out at the state park at
New Salem.

Q. No, I've rever seen that. Did you make cheese?
A. My mother made cottage cheese.

Q. Did she hang it in bags? Is that what they did?

A, Oh yes.

Q. I faintly remenber seeing my grandmother do that.

A. Yes, my mother made it and in her later years, things didn't agree .
with her too we:l and she made a lot of it and ate it. (laughs) And one
time she sald that--I don't know what we were having for supper—--and she
sald, "I was in a mind to tell you I'm going to eat my cottage cheese and
I'm going to bed to sleep. But I didn't say anything and," said, "I'm
glad I didn't because I didn't sleep too well afterward." (laughter)

Q. Did you all go to church?

A. Yes, we did.
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Q. What church did you go to? What religion was it?

\
A. Baptist church. ©0h, the name won't come to me. It was a Grove in
| Tallula, and that name won't come to me. 'They called it a Grove. Some
i Grove Baptist church in Tallula, Illinois and that's where we went to
| church.

Q. Did you go every Sunday?

A, Sometimes we dld and sometimes we didn't, depending on cilrcumstances
and work and so on and so forth. What's the reason that name won't. come
to me? I've known 1t all these years.

Q. You'll think of it, you know, sometime later.

A. ©Oh yes, sure, I'm subject to that, suré.t Try my best to thirk of some-
thing and then all at once here it comes.

Q. It sounds like all you did was work very hard.

A. Well, we worked. We worked. Didn't think anything about it.. That's
the way everybody else did. We did it.

Q. What did you do in the evenings?

A, Well, on the farm, you know, they usually worked until dark. By the
time you got your supper over with it was time to go to bed. But, oh, there
used to be times when, along in the wintertime, it was much different, right?
The men didn't have as much to do in the wintertime, did they?

A. No. Well, our folks had the wood to get, you know, and cut timber for
wood, and of course, there was always stock to [take] care of, There was
always something to do, wood to split.

Q. What kind of heat did you have in the house? Did you have fireplaces?
A. Oh no, nc, we didn't have fireplaces. We had stoves.

Q. In every room?

A. No, not in every room. We had stoves In three rooms downstairs, but
the bedrooms were not heated.

Q. I'll bet that was cold getting up in the morning. Did you have feather
beds?

A. Yes, we did, but later on, we had mattresses and we didn't have feather
beds anymore. Yes, I've heard my oldest brother tell about sleeping up-
stalrs when the upstalrs wasn't finished and they'd use a feather bed for
cover.

Q. Yes, I've got a friend of mine that slept like that all the time she
grew up. Kathryn, who works in Howard's library, came from North Carolina
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and we were talking about it the other night and she was saying that she
grew up sleeping on a feather mattress with a feather bed over her, too.

A. Oh, I remember Jchn saying that it was cold upstairs and they used a
feather bed for cover, but not in my time.

Q. You had quilts and comforters and things like that?

A, Oh yes, and blankets?

A. Well, we had comforters more than quilts. Anything we had, we made it.
We didn't make the blankets, we bought those, but then the comforts we made
those and the qullts we made them.

Q. You didn't save feathers then from the chickens and stuff?

A. No, the feathers you get from the geese. Chicken feathers are kind of
stiff, they have a rib in them. (laughs)

Yes. D14 you have geese?

Yes, we had geese,

Q
A
Q. What do people raise geese for anyway? They don't use the eggs, do they?
A. Yes, jou can scranmble the eggs and eat them.

Q

OCh yes? Is that why people raise geese, for the eggs?

A. Well, they used to ralse them for thelir feathers more than anythlng else.
But geese eggs are good to scramble. They're a 1ittle too big to fry or
boll, really, like that, but you can scramble them and they're very good.

Q. When they butchered, was there a certain month in the year that they
butchered?

A. In the wintertime. We got so later on, we usually butchered along about
New Year's and oftentimes in the fall of the year when it got cool, October
or the first of November, something like that, somebody might butcher a hog
to carry them through the corn shucking, you know. And then the general
butchering was done along in January or something like that.

Q. I saw the picture with the seven hogs. Did you ever butcher any cattle?

A. Well, T can't remenber my father killing a cow, but he used to butcher
sheep.

Q. Do you go about that the same way as you do hogs?-

A. No, that's different. He killed them in late summer and I belileve he
cut the head off, I belleve he did and then split them open and then hung
them up, took the entrails out. He'd like to broke his neck getting the
water to wash the inside out before an odor or a bad taste set in. That
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was one of the features of butchering sheep was to get the entrails out
and get 1t rinsed out very quickly.

Q. Then how did you cure it or whatever? What did he do with it then?

A. Well, you didn't cure that. You Just ate it as a fresh meat. My mother
told about taking a hind leg of a lamb and roasting it. My brothers were

up at my oldest brother's doing hay work and she'd take thelr lunch up there——
they were baling hay, that's what they were doing--and she would fix the

Iunch of mashed potatoes and that roast leg of lamb and whatever else she

had and go up, and my three older brothers, they stuffed themselves. That
was about a three or four mile drive with a horse or horses to take the lunch
to the boys.

Q. And she did that every day?

A. Well, she did that when they were in that work, doing that kind of work.
Of course, that didn't last too long, you know.

Q. How long would it take to go three or four miles with a horse?
A. I don't know. (laughs) I have no idea.
Q. How long did it take to get to town?

A. I don't know that either. We Just got ready and went to town and didn't
time ourselves. (laughter)

Q. You weren't so aware of the time then, were you?

A. No, sunup and sundown more than anything else. And of course at noontime,
you know, the sun was straight.

Q. Yes, and that's really all you had to pay attention to. So in your
house, were some of the women assigned to do the sewing and all that kind

of stuff or did everybody Just do sewing? You had to make all your clothes,
didn't you?

A. Oh sure, sure, we made our clothes and T remember when my mother made
the cotton flannel mittens. They didn't have the mittens that they used to
shuck corn with.

Q. Where did she get her material?

A. At the store in towh. At a general store in town that we went to in
Tallula. They had dry goods and they had groceries.

Q. How often did you have to go shopping?

A. Well, oftentimes we sold butter and, of course, that was taken in once
a week.

Q. So that's when you did your shopping?
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A. Yes.
Q. What kind of things did you have to buy?

A. We bought what groceries we needed and if we needed any yard goods or
anything, why, we got it.

Q. But that's what you were telling me about that you just bought flour
and « )

A. We dld that in the fall of the year, you know, for winter stock, you .
know.

Q. Oh, to last you all the winter.
A, Yes.

Q. Did you have a fruit cellar?

A. Oh yes, we had a cave. We called it a cave.
Q. What kind of stuff did you put down there?
A. Fruit, potatoes .

Q. Did you have jars to put fruit in?

A. Oh sure. I'll show you one of the jars. (Narrator goes to the kitchen .
and returns) @ I remember my mother canning tomatoes in these jars when
John, my oldest brother, was getting married. She had a dozen of those

and she canned tomatoes in them, and John took part of them and mother toock
the others.

Q. That's really big! That's more than a quart, isn't it?%

A. Oh yes, that's a half-gallon. We didn't use quarts. (laughter)

Q. You didn't? Oh no; I guess you wouldn't.

A. Mldred has one of those. I had two of them left and she seems to be
the only one interested in the old things we had, you know. Betty Blanch
was ralsed there and Beulsh was raised there, but 1t doesn't appeal to them
like 1t does Mildred. I remember my mother canning tomatoes in those.

Q. I've never seen one that big. I dldn't even know they used them that
big.

A, Well, we didn't have quart jars when I was a kid.
Q. Well, a quart wouldn't do your famlly any good anyway.
A. Oh gracious, no! Gracious no! The only thing we would have put in

quarts would have been jam. We had lots of red plums and my mother used to
make preserves out of those red plums and Frank, especially, he was just




























































