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This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted 
by Stephen Bean for  the Ordl History Office on July 1, 1975. Stephen 
Bean transcribed the tape and edited the transcript. Maxy Jane Masters 
reviewed the transcript. 

Mary Jane Roach Masters was born i n  St. Louis, Missow1,on May 13, 1909. 
She was raised in a very Clemocratic family. Mrs. Masters received her 
B.A. degree in 1930 and her M.A. i n  1931 frm Washington University. 
M n g  the 1930's she became active in the League of Women Voters. In 
1940 she married and moved t o  Springfield, I l l inois .  

During the early 1940's Mrs. Masters served as  the president of the 
local chapter of the L e w e  of Women Voters. Her interest  also developed 
in local Dwnocratlc affairs .  During the period that Adlai Stevenson I1 
served as Governor of I l l fnois  she became a close friend of the Stevenson 
family. Mrs. Masters worked in the local branch of Volunteers fo r  Steven- 
son i n  1952. h 1956 she served as co-chairman of the I l l ino i s  Volunteers 
fo r  Stevenson. When Governor Stevenson l e f t  office, he asked her t o  work 
in  her party and she did. Mrs. Masters served as a precinct corranitteewom 
during the mid-1950's. Her interests  have spread out beyond poli t ics  t o  
other act ivi t ies.  She founded the Townhall series i n  Sprhgfield. Over 
the years Mrs. Masters has been very mch involved with the Springfield 
A r t  Association. 

Her social-political perspective gives one a whally different insight 
in to  the pol i t ica l  af fa i rs  in Sprimgfield during the Stevenson era. She 
displays a great descriptive talent thraughout the memoir. 

Readers of this oral  history memoir should bear Fn m i n d  that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that  the Interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational. s tyle that  is 
inherent in such historical  sources. Srrngamon State University is  not 
responsible fo r  the factual accuracy of the m o L r ,  nor fo r  the views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader t o  judge. 

The  script may be read,quoted ard cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole o r  in part by any means, electmnic or mechanical, 
without permission in w r i t k g  f'rom the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Sprhgfield, I l l inof s, 62708. 



Mrs. Mary Jane Masters, July 1, 1975, Sprhgfield, I l l inois .  
Stephen Bean, Interviewer. 

Q. Mrs. Masters, what drew you in to  politics? 

A. Well, I think that question really intrigues me because it takes me 
back; I w i l l  date myself by saying this. I Q  father was extmnely inter- 
ested in pol i t ics  and he was a Democrat. My uncle, Cornelius Roach, was 
a practicing politician and for  a nwnber of years was secretary of S t a t e  
in the s ta te  of Missouri. So as a child, I was exposed t o  a great deal 
of pol i t ica l  pressure. I remember being the only one ori my block for  Wood- 
row Wilson, (laughs) who was only a name t o  me a t  that ear ly  age. When I 
was a ten-yearc-old child i n  school in Chicago, I got up and cried for 
Cox, which was pure pressure and propaganda on the part of my father. 

But then I forgot about that fo r  a long time and I didn't really get 
interested i n  poLitics un t i l  two thhgs happened: the election of 1932 
where I f e l t  that  I was an independent d that  the system was probably 
wrong and [that] I should se t  about changing the system, so w first 
vote was for  N o m  Thcanas but the great thlng about it i s  I thlulk I probably 
handled the ballot wrong and It was not even counted. WIG a f t e r  that I 
became strongly partisan fo r  Roosevelt. And f ~ i @ n d s  who were going t o  
college and getting out of law school were beginning t o  take an active 
Interest i n  poli t ics  and I becam,of cowse,terribly interested,too, al- 
thou& I did not work at anything but the League of Wmn Voters. That 
I was pressured in to  by r r ~ y  cousin who was the executive secretary for the 
League of W a n  Voters in St. Louis and worked with the famous Edna Gelhorn. 
Then my cousin Constance Roach became National Convention Secretary for  
the League of Wanen Voters. They had a national convention in St. Louis 
in the thlrt;les, which was very exciting and got me involved with these 
matters. 

I was mostly concerned with personal surivival which ended up with my 
marry- arrl cooing t o  Springfield i n  about 1940. W husband is a physi- 
cian. We really had no active role t o  play poli t ical ly except t o  be the 
stalwart -rats in a grcup of f'riends who t o  a man or  wmm were 
Republicans. We would fYnd ourselves not at parties on election eves. 
Everybcdy else  had a parrty. We would end up with a few people who we did 
not see very often who w e r e  Democrats. We sat wly; won elections. 

In 1948 we became quite st*d up by the scandals of the Green administra- 
tion.+ This was before I met Adlai Stevenson or  even h o r n  about him. 

my mother, I had a sort of family connection that  goes 
back a couple, tT nerations ago, 1 was not involved with them at all. My 
only acquaintance with the Blocpnington family cam through the League 
of Wanen Voters. Pks. C a r l  V~00r[l~~1, whose husband had been secretary of 
agriculture under Wilson, was active in the League and was a great f'riend 
of Mrs. Joseph Bohrer, the president of the I l l ino i s  League and, of course, 
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she had served i n  our s ta te  legislature. Mrs. V r o m  was a cousin of 
A M ' S .  

We became active in Don Funk's ,cormittee which was set  up t o  p m o t e  Steven- 
vemor here in Springfield. Louise Picker* was a great f r i e d  

of hus I!& dTs  mother. She, I know, invited my husband's mother t o  a 
luncheon and I guess I was Invited, too. I seem t o  remember that we both 
went. The party was given at the Abraham Ldncoln Hotel and Ellen Steven- 
son was there. Buffle Ives, Adlaits s is ter ,  gave the party. We met these 
people for the f i r s t  time. But I never met Adlai un t i l  a rally took 
place In Bloomlngton and a number of us went up. I met him a t  the old 
house in B l o ~ o n  where his s i s t e r  lived and still lives. 

Q. What ldnd of man was Govemr Green? 

A. He was a very agreeable person. Just a really chavming man, described 
by som of our friends who saw much more of him than we did-although we did 
see samething of the Greens--as a good neighbor. He was just a sweet guy. 
I had so much f e e l h g ~ . , I n  l o t s  of ways he was just an organization 
candidate who really did not know actually all that was going on. I could 
be wrong about that but that was my Impression. 

Q. What really destroyed Green's chances i n  1948? 

A. I am trying t o  remember. I, think the scandals did. The scandals of 
the admlrdstration did, primaYlily. O f  course, we were a l l  st irred up over 
the things that George Coutrakon was working on then i n  Springfield. The 
underworld comectims that  he was attempting t o  stamp out of what was known 
as a wide-open town. George did do it. George Coutrakon did do it. This 
related t o  the scandals. 

Q. Were most people that were Republicans in Sangamon County drawn away 
flslom Green? 

A. No, they Uked him, Yes, they voted for  Stevenson. Many of them voted 
for  Stevenson. They were terr ibly disappointed i n  the second admlnistra- 
t ion of Green. And I thfnk this was a great blow t o  the Greens and t o  
especially Pete who was, as I said, a very pleasant person. We used t o  
go t o  the h i o n  t o  parties occasionally and we liked blm as a person. 
We never got t o  how him awfully well, but we liked h h .  

&. How did you get involved with the 1948 carnpaign,or were you? 

A. S t r ic t ly  though, I think, Don F h k  a r d  b u l s e  Picker-. Then once 
you get into samething of that ldnd thie ball rolls up, you know, and you 
get busy and active. And it was ?Am. Then it was such a stunning success. 
Tkbat was the time we won. Tom and I w e r e  so amazed. We went out of town 
that weekend, The infighting among our fr iends had gotten so b i t t e r  that 
we lef't town on a l i t t l e  vacation and were away when Adlai won,pulling 
Tkzlrrayl with hlm. We were absolutely astonished. 

Q. What did you do during the campaim? What were your activi t ies? 

A. We went around. I mde a few talks t o  groups. But I think we were 
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mostly window-dress*. 

Q. Some people have the concept that Stevenson was just  a f'ront man, [that] 
he was a cEmdic;late because they knew that Truman was going t o  lose. 

A. Well, I tblnk that had a great deal t o  do with it, but he wasn't just 
a h n t  man, he really was an awf'ully good candidate. He had, of course, 
that special g i f t  of oratory, which he had been polishing and h d n g  
for  a good many years. He was one of the best known speakers i n  the 
Nlddle West, on the fmeign policy circuit.  He had a very good background 
for  governanent and considerable ambition. So, 1 donlt think he was just 
a front man. I think that  the organization, the mach9ne organization i n  
CMcago, knew it was time t o  get a good man and get two good men. They 
got both him arad Douglas. The choice you speak of i n  your paper, I guess, 
is pretty well-known-that Stevenson would have liked t o  have been senator, 
but they decided that  he should be@ernor. 

Q. What kind of man w a s  Paul Douglas? 

A. A terr ibly interesting and highly intellectual,  Wtelligent man of 
enomus motional and physical drive. irrrpression at the t b e  was 
that he had splendid academic background, a strong w i l l  and personality, 
and was a very honorable rran. He was kind of a loner and a l i t t l e  hard t o  
work wfth. I think the Nash machine--was it not the Kelly-Nash machine 
at that the-fowrd out about that and were pretty well aware of It, found 
out about that in connection with his  aldermmic experience in Chicago. He 
was a crusader, a t ~ I l d o u s  crusader. Every now and then he would get 
m t i o n a l  and off-base. He did not quite have AdM's cool and poise. 
Adlai had enormous poise. 

Q. Do you think that the t icket  would have been better Pf they would have 
switched and kept with the original plan, Stevenson for  senator and Douglas 
fo r  overnor? 8 
A. I think they were probably wise. It gave Stevenson sane administrative 
experience which he badly needed. It also threw him t o  the woles,of 
course, because he ws not close t o  the downstate organization at a l l  and 
that  is such a thing%,self in I l l inois .  

/' 

Q. Stevenson ran on the camp- of "A New Look in Illinois Politics." 
What do you think real ly won the election for  him? 

A. The catbination of a very at tract ive man, a high-grade man, with 
excellent background and a desFre t o  throw the rascals out. Probably, 
the last should come f l r s t .  People seem t o  want t o  throw the rascals out 
f b s t  . 
Q. What was the press support l ike? I know the [chicago] . .-- Tribune 
was agphst him. What was the local press like? 

A. The local press was, I think, just what you might expect. V, Y. 
Dallman on the Rwister,  the afternoon paper, was wildly pro-Dmocratic. 
Ed1 W t h  and the J o m l  were down-the-line Republican, The [St. Louis] 
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Post-Ms tch supported A U i  always, He was their  man. They do quite 
a coverage o central I l l inois.  We s t w e d  taking the Post-Dispatch a f te r  -* - 
the election of 1952. We found out more that went on in southern I l l inois  
and i n  our par% of the s ta te  than we had read in any other papep. 

Q. Do you thMc the [Chicago] Tribune being against him hindered Steven- 
son any way in the canpaign? 

A. Well, the Tribune was a much more powerf'ul voice then than it is now. 
Yes, I think it was pret ty rugged. People also got pret ty  t i red of 
McCormick; even Republicans got sick of his line. 

Q. A while back you were talking about Stevensonv s appearance. If you 
were going t o  describe him t o  an irdividual who never met him, how would 
you describe him? 

A. Well, I am mostly aware of his head, the famous egghead, and the 
extremely thoughtfil and almost puckish qua l i ty  of his face. He was not 
a handsane man. He was a very at tractive person, a very at tractive person. 
I think he was rather f o m l .  He was not an old shoe. He was decidedly 
witty, He was more at home with people of his own social and e c o n d c  
and intellectual class than he m s  with people generally. Although he was 
the same person with everybody, he did not become s m o n e  else for  the crowd. 

Q. Were you at the inauguration? 

A. Indeed I was. Tom and I both took time off ard went t o  the inauguration. 
I m e r  mostly how long [Carl] Sandburg carried on-the poet Sandburg who 
wore everybody out by a long recit&ion of his poems whom we were aWf'ully 
tired at the end of the-ceremony. T also had the pleasure of sitting, by acci- 
dent, next to an old St. Louis acquaintance of mine who twned out t o  be a 
fomer roammate of FLLlen Stevenson at sane school i n  the East. 

Q. Do you remmber anything fmn M s  speech or anythLng different frm 
the Inauguration? 

A. No, memory is blank on this. It was an exciting occasion. That 
is about al l  I know, It was my f b s t  glimpse of an inauguration and of 
a l l  the pcanp and circumstance that surrounds it. 

Q. How did the people of Sangamon County and Springfield accept Stwenson 
i n  the be@;lnning? 

A. Very well. We are used t o  receiving governors. There even was l e f t  
over a certain amount of the ladies' calling on the governorls wife. But 
Ellen did not cane very often. She came a few times. I saw her several 
times here. But largely, PIPS. Ives took over after-I suppose the divorce was 
:'unpending. . Mrs. Ives had a lo t  of M d s  i n  Springfield before she 
came here. People she had known, central I l l ino is  people she had horn  
all her l i fe .  

People generally got t o  know him, t o  l ike  ard w e  him, I think he was 
very well-received here. He was,personally,very well-liked. The boys 
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were U e d .  A l l  the children of the $overncrs ad* the mansion. They 
just love it. They like t o  came back to  parties. Buffie Ives had a t  
least one or  maybe several parties and invited former overnorsf aid- - 
ren t o  come down for them. It was qufte nice. 7 
Q. How was social l i f e  in the mansion? Did it lmprove over the Green 
admhlstration? 

A. No, I do not tMnk so. Mabel Green entertained very nicely. I would 
say that it fe l t  the lack of Ellen Stevenson,because the Governor was not 
for a long time divorced. He would ask his s is ter  to  help him, but hLs 
sis ter  really was not given the fbl1 authority of the governor's wife. I 
would say there were plenty of problems i n  terms of their social l i fe ;  
even relating t o  the help, you know. It was hard t o  handle, but they did 
it. 

Qo Do you think the dkvdrce had any bad effects with [the] ccnmunity? 

A. Yes, a t  that time, divorce was less corrmonplace than it is now. 
Look, we have a President who is a child of divorce and whose wife is  a 
divorcee. Nobody thinks twice of it. They have survived this. But a t  
that t h e  I t h b k  it disturbed people very much. It was a single mark 
of fa i lure  in the eyes of most people. 

Q. How did the commLty accept Elizabeth Ives? 

A. I cannot answer for all the commity, I can only answer for the people 
I knew. She had a lo t  of friends w b  enjoyed her. Her disposition was 
uneven. It sometimes twned off sane people. 

Qo But she was a great s0cLa.l entertainer? 

A. Oh yes, she was a p a t  deal of fun. A t  her best,Buffie Ives is just 
hLl&ous and very amusing. She had a lo t  of bacwound for entertaining. 
She and her husband were i n  the diplcanatlc service for many yews, and 
when her father was the %ecretary of state-wasnr t he i n  the state of Illinois-- 
her mother was not well ard Euffie came up as a very young girl and served 
as a hostess for her father. She loved it. She was also an actress and 
she even, I think, had a small part In a Broadway play once. She was a 
great ham. She liked to  put on things with scme flair and dash. 

Q. Was the acceptance of Stevenson by the people he knew as a child here 
greater than by the whole cammity. 

A. I do not know about the whole ca-mmmity, because I married into the 
people who up with him and knew him socially. They a l l  liked him. 
They were delighted t o  have him. They were furious that he was a Democrat. 

A. Artie was just a hound,as I remember. I think Artie was a coach dog. 
Wasn't he. a Dalmatian? A great source of pleasure to  the Governo-he 
came and went in the mansion. A s  you how, he was a source of the few 
foMsh  things that came out in  the press about hfm. People eGoyed Artie 
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and his wanderings. 

Q. The most important t h h g  most people point out about Stevenson is the 
staff he brought with hlm. Of the orfginal staff,who do you think was 
the most important? 

A. Right a t  the beginning, the ones I hew were Jim Muboy, and and Kohn 
who came and went and was a great expediter. And then Ed Day cane down 
frm Chicago and h the law firm,and Carl McGowan. I am trying t o  remem- 
ber these people, And toward the erd I remember three people who have 
becane since quite famous in their  [own] way; Newton Minow, Dfck Nelson 
who was an administrative aide, and Dan Walker. Dick Nelson Is now 
president of Northern Il l inois University. D a n  has stepped into the 
gmemorfs seat. 

Q. What qualities did Stevenson have to  draw such high caliber of people? 

A, He was a p e a t  middlewestern gentlemn in the Ikglish squire tradition. 
He had a l l  the nice characteristics of that breed. They came naturally. 
He hew people a l l  over the world who were interesting and involved and 
able. They liked him. He had [&]--there was a great warmth of feeling. 
They came here. A11 lcinds of people came here. We saw a type of guest here 
at the mansion that I think that we've never seen since-I do not know 
what happened here before I: cane here-we never had seen this caliber before. 
For example, Ehdce Kennedy use to  came down when W i l l i a m  McCormick B l a l r  
was A d l a i ' s  right-hand man. She came down and visited. A lo t  of journalists 
came, I remember a very interesting evening wfth Robert Lasch who became 
editor of the Post-Dispatch; When A. J. fiiebling came from the New Yorker- 
Mrs. Ives r e f e s  him t o  my husband's mother-and we were amongxose he 
interviewed when he a d  his p e a t  story for the New Yorker. Which ended 
up, I must say, quite a b i t  on ksband's m o t k ~ a n d  Phrray Haynes, the 
old lawyer who lived i n  Lincoln's l a w  office. But it was a fascinating 
story about Springfield too. 

That was the caliber of person he braught . Then I remember, just before he 
l e f t  the mamion, he came here t o  our house and bmught A l i s t a i r  Cooke who 
was here doing a story on him. These are just some who came and there 
were many others. Oh-. . . Vincent Sheean and John Gunther came. A l l  these 
were people he would run into and wkro were attracted to  him and his potential. 

Q. The men who worked for hfm--like Edward Day and Walter Schaefer-what 
were they like? 

A. They were extrenaely able, very honorable men. Wally Schaefer was 
extraordinary, I think. Both he and Albert Jenner together chaired the 
Little Hoover C d s s i o n  which did a study of govem~nent i n  Illinois, which 
is still refereed to,AdlaiVs Li t t le  Hoover C d s s i o n .  Wally Schaefer 
was just an absolutely delightful guy and a very, very fine judge. A 
man of impeccable integrity and cham, personal chsun. We always grieved 
over the fact that when he came down later  on the Supreme Corn, we never 
got to  know when he was here. He would come and work,and I think once or 
twice he called Tcan as a doctor. We never got t o  see anything of him 
socially. He  was just a delight, and I wish we had known hirn better. 
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Ed Day was extremely witty-interesting, n ice  guy--and had a very pleasant 
wife, Mary W s e ,  who was the daughter of the senior l a w  partner. Ed 
married the bossls daughter. She was old shoe. In fact, when they went 
on to  Wasmton 9n the Kennedy a ~ s t r a t l o n ,  she was very close to  Mrs. 
Lyndon Johnson. They became excellent friends and they had scunethhg in 
cmon,  a certain naturalness with everybody. 

Q. Dld anybody laww a H t t l e  old man *an Chfcago named Dick Daley? 

A. Lots of people knew him. Helen Mulroy knew him well, Jim klroy ' s  
f But he came down here and was i n  the legislature. He represented 
a certain parochial Catholic outlook that mast of the people Adlai knew 
socially dLd not have. I do not think any of us hew him a t  all. But he 
went his way very effectively. He was admired for his ability, and, of 
course, he was untouchable a t  that time. 

Q. Roy Yung? 

A. Roy Yung was here fim Lkcatur and was director of agriculture. W 
relatimshlp with hlm a t  that time was practically ni l ,  but he was very 
helpfbl in 1956 In the campaign, when he was one of the farm managers for 
the Marlne Bank. He was not like the others a t  a l l .  He was a different 
klnd of person. He was a downstate man. 

Q. Af'ter Stevenson gained office, he ran into a lo t  of difficulty with 
the Il l inois General Assembly. Do you think this was of his own making? 

A. Wasn't the head of . . . I am trying t o  remember this-but wasnlt his 
nemesis at this point a man named T h q s o n  who was the Republican leader 
of the Senate. Walter B. Thompson? 1 can1 t remember the f i r s t  name.l 
A very articulate, attractive, tough fighter who just did make everything 
as dffficult as possible for him. I remember one of his good friends was 
Bernice TranderVries . *an Evanston [Winnetka] who was everyone l s delight 
ln good govem~nent. Who had started in the League of Women Voters and then 
had gone on a,rd xwz for office, and done an excellent job of it, as a 
Republican. 

But he had plenty of hard go-. A t  that point, he very much needed the 
help, of course, of people Ilke Paul Powell, and got it. 

Q. How important were Paul Powell and WilUam Conners i n  the Senate? 

A. Botchy Conners, I ranember this name, Botchy Conners. They were 
very inportant. They were a breed wholly unfamiliar to  Adhi. Jim Mulroy 
was extremely helpfil i n  this because Jim bridged this very well. He was 
a former Pulitzer Prize winning newspaperman who came down as A d l a i 1 s  
aide and left the administration under a cloud because of some race track 
stock that he had accepted. But he was a delightfilman, very able; not 
very well physically. I think that this conditioned a lot  of his p e p  
formance. He was not well. He died before Adlai--I think before Adlai 
was out of office. 
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Q. Do you t h h k  Stevenson had problems with handling mtters l i ke  the 
state police affair? 

A. I'm sure he did. I am not a good person t o  ask the deta i l s  of that.  
I suggest tha t  you ask Margaret Mmn about that.  She was rea l ly  much 
closer t o  it than I. I was on the periphery only of this. 

Q. Being a member of the intel lectual  set of Sprlngfleld, you probably 
can answer this question better. 

A. ( h a s t y  laughter) 

Q. About Alger Hiss. Now, he was an in te l lec tual  man that Stevenson 
hew i n  the State Department. What was  the reaction of the c w t y  
of Springfield when Stevenson supported a cammis t  type? 

A. They ad-dred him fo r  his honesty and loyalty. They f e l t  he had been 
fooled. It did not help him politically. This is # kind of an interest- 
ing subject f o r  you t o  brin@; up because my husbandls brother is an old- 
time f'riend of A l g e r  Hiss. In fac t ,  Alger Hiss still  canes and v i s i t s  
him occasionally In F.,ngland and he reports that  he is an amazingly un- 
bi t tered man. I think it is interesting right  now tha t  they are looking 
in to  this case and he is demanding the data that really convicted hlm. 

Q. So,locally, the press did not attack Stevenson? 

A. No, I do not r eca l l  i f  it did, particularly. There was no serious 
ef'fort t o  tar him with the brush of c m s m .  I canlt  remember if there 
was, S m o n e  e l se  might ren?ember this but I donv t . 
Q. That was just  a figpent of Richard NixonTs brnglnation? 

A. No, not necessarily-in terms of the conmnityls reaction you mean? 
Oh no, I think they were awf'ully interested in Dick Nixon. I was the 
only one who thought he w a s  ghastly. I sat ad l istened t o  that Checkers 
speech and I was never the same again. This came out in our ad, i n  1952. 
We thought very little of Richard Nixon. 

Q. Stevenson,with the gambling houses,semed t o  have a l o t  of trouble. 
Louis Euppel wlth Colliers wrote an ar t ic le .  He was a close friend of 
Stevenson's but he knocked Stevenson f o r  his inactivity. Was there any 
conflict i n  the ccmrmity over his handlb-43 of @la, especially with 
the way Sprhgf'ield was? 

A. I can't answer tha t  question. 

Q. 1951 s e a  t o  be a pmblm year f o r  Adlai Stevenson with the C i g a r -  
ette Scandal, the Horsemeat Racket, ard with Jams k l r o y .  How did t h i s  
effect Stevenson as a man? 

A. He was just  heartbroken about it. In sane ways it showed his 
inexperience. Hts lack of experience as an organization headman. He had 
never been faced with this klnd of t h h g  personally before. Unlike Hamy 
Truman, who always said the buck stops here, Adlai was upset and 1 am not 
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sure always handled that wisely. Honorably, but not always wisely or 
mu. 
Q. Many people have the comp2aint that Stevenson hew of problems but 
just didn't accept them, sort of brushed them aside. 

A. Well, there are only twenty-four hours in the day. I suppose he had 
t o  accept ce&& priorities and fight for certain thhgs  and not others. 
Yes., I t h h k  certain kinds of problem he decided should be considered 
either out side hls ken or trivial, like everybody else. 

Q. If you had t o  name the major achievements of the Stevenson admlnistra- 
tion, what would they be? 

A. This really embarrasses me. This is the kind of thing for which my 
memory is  a sieve. It seam t o  me he did a great deal i n  welfare with Jane 
Dick's help. I cannot even remember what nly interests were a t  this time. 
I can renaePnber my emotions, but not nly interests. When Mrs. Waldmire inter- 
viewed me on the League of Wmen Voters las t  year, I could remember a l l  my 
oqgnizationls problems when I was president of the local League, but I could 
not m e w ,  our program. (laughs ) 

Q. The amaa of mental health? 

A. Yes. Mental health ard . . . and the public welfare rolls. 

Q. In  1952, w h a t  was the feeling mowad when Time magazine came out and 
ran the cover story of Adla i  Stevenson being apossible candidate for the 

I 
- - 

Presidency? 

A. Well. it was kind of a barb. Adlal. had w i t t e n  an ar t ic le  for some 
magazine-like Harper's or The Atlantic and it appemd in January or  Febru- 
W. When I read Zt, this= the f b s t  time that it ever occurred to  me 
that he might be a candidate. It was llke a light. The old 
eureka thhg, I thought, "By gosh, he probably w i l l  be." Then, people 
were terribly excited an3 distressed about it because they fe l t  that this 
was going t o  be an Ike year. My Republican M e n d s  f e l t  that they would 
have t o  vote for U e  because they wanted more than anything in the world 
t o  get the Democrats out of Washhgton. 

I Q. So personal friendship went below party politics? 

A. I would say so. This distressed me deeply. Tkre was a complete 
S- of Stevenson durlng the time he was running for the Presidency. 
Only one or two of his local f'riends made any effort to  help him entertain 
and receive the temlbly interesting news coverage that he got here. 

Q. Didpeople have aqq idea that Stevenson was trying t o  double-talk when 
he was saying, "I'm only a candidate for governor?tt 

A. Nobody thought he was double-talking because his record, I think, his 
record was so honorable. I think there was a feeling that he might be 
Indecisive, as a person. That feeling persfsted, as you how, in many circles 
and many 9n Washington f e l t  it and still  feel that he was . . . as an 
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&. Was there a spl i t?  

A. One of the things that did cormand tremendous respect was that handling 
of the prison riots-wasn't It at Menard? He went down and faced those 
mri -elf and he showed enonnous physfcal and m o r a l  courage. This 
really inpressed a lo t  of people, most favo~ably. 

Q. Was Walter Johnson ever a guest a t  the mansion? 

A. Yes, but I never  net him, at that t h e .  I met him later. We were 
never bvl ted for any particular occasion that he did cwne. I know Helen 
PUroy saw a great deal of him. Knew him well in  CMcago and saw him. 
Although Helen t e l l s  me that she nevey enterta,ined the press, that she 
ard Jlm had no money, no f'unds t o  entertain the press,that the press were 
always entertained by Adlai. 

Q. Do you believe Walter Johnson took on the idea of the draft by himself, 
or do you thZnk Stevenson actually had connection with i t ?  

A. I don't know. I really don't know. Walter Johnson and Lou Kohn are 
glven credit for launching the Stevenson candidacy. This came out of that 
highly fer t i le ,  intellectual envirornnent, the University of Chicago. 

Q. So what was the feellng in Springfield when Stevenson went t o  the 
convention aral, mde the opening remarks? 

A. They were thrilled! Everybody was proud of that speech. It was so 
beautifilly done. merybody- was terribly intrigued. Many of the people 
who had llstened to  Ike make such bumbling speeches were biting their nails. 

We had an interexthg and curious experience. We w e n t  t o  the Democratic 
canvention, husband and I, with Everett ~ e c k e r . ~  Everett Becker, who 
was a great Republican, took a group of us up to  the Democratic convention. 
He was the president of the F!rMin U f e  and, I am sure, gave to  both 
parties. We had never been t o  a national convention arad we had a m e l o u s  
time. It was a great deal of fun. We came home knowing, of course, 
that we were going t o  support Stevenson and the Beckers came home kind 
of glum, because they Uked Stevenson very mch and admired h - h  very 
mch. They did not want hJm to  run for the Presidency and of course they 
were go- t o  vote for Be. 

Q. Can you t e l l  us about sane of your experiences at the national convention? 

A. No, they were mostly social and not of any significance to  you. It was a 
woriderf'ul brawl- scene t o  watch. The f-1 acceptance speech was very 
exciting, very exciting. It was a pageant,in a sense. You wandered around 
and really you could learn more of what was going on on TV, a t  both conven- 
tions, than you could when you were there. It was -eat fun seeing the 

Ties Everett Becker. [Ed. ] 
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delegations come and go. I wlemember seeing the whole Kennedy clan in a box 
just below me and I rePnember seeing also Averell HaYrlman. 

mt qy mmries  of the convention are also spllced with the one i n  1956, 
which T did go t o  alone. I am a l i t t l e  fuzzy about what happened a t  which 
convention. I m e r  a l l  the Kefauver business, of course, very well 
in 1956. It was held i n  the sane place up there in CkZcago and hot as 
the dickers, both occasions. I@ menrorles are a l i t t l e  confbed about w h a t  
happened a t  wwhich convention. 

Q. Do you mmerrber the day that Stevenson returned t o  Sprhgfield after 
the acceptance? 

A. Yes, yes, It was a great day. This was one of the ways in  which V. Y. 
~~ was just Invaluable. O f  course, he could whip up a sort of enthu- 
slam and excitement. A l l  of his political friends were there. He had many 
polltical friends who were not necessarily the social friends I hew . . . 
here. 

Q. Was the crowd great? 

A. Yes. Good crowds. Adlai was always well-liked in  Sangamon County. 
Very, very well-liked a d  w e d .  They came to  do honor t o  him whether 
they were going t o  vote for him or not. O f  course, a good candidate can 
always get a crowd. I can remember takhg a whole bunch of neighborhood 
children each time that Eisenhower came,to see Eisenhower. So, i t 's a 
l i t t l e  hard t o  know how mch is curiosity and interest,and how much is 
support . 
Q. Were there any experiences a t  that day that stick out in  your rrdrd? 

A. No, I do not r h e r  any. I was so mch more involved and responsible 
i n  the second campaign. The one when I was the downstate Go-cha- for 
the Volunteers for Stevenson. I remember i n  the first-where I was really 
a t y r o  and,of course, mostly terribly disturbed that we were doing so badly 
and had so l i t t l e  to  work with, such wretched gu&ers. I fe l t  cut off 
fkmn my Mends. I've never been the sarne since then. I decided to  strike 
out on rrg own in cer ta in  ways, as a result of that. That I am most grate- - 
ful for. I should have done it long before. 

Q. What was the feeling of the camunity when Stevenson announced that 
the natlonal headquarters was go- t o  be in  Springfield? 

A, We were just astounded and very excfted. We were htrigued as much 
as anything else, because this was happening t o  us. I think most people 
were  concerned because they f e l t  that AdM mst disassociate m e l f  
R.am Truman. You see, Truman was so unpopular at that time. That what- 
ever he did, he must do on his own and he was not ?"rwnan1s kind of person. 
Meed he was not, he was another ldnd of person altogether. 1 mrmber 
being awfully hterested in a remark made by Mrs. Ives when the family 
cam back h Washington after they had gone and seen the !lkunans. 
She said, "You know, the Trwnans are the mst reassuring thing i n  Wash- 
ington. They are the most c q l e t e l y  natural, canfortable, real  people 
you ever saw." So, there was no lack of personal af'fection there. But 
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they just operated on such different levels. There w a s  nothing of the 
give -t emhell-Hamy about Adlai. 

Q. Md you ever m e t  Harry !lhnmn? 

A. Once. After the election of 1952, some months later, there was a large 
political organization rally. I weat up t o 3  Chicago because when Adlal. l e f t  
he asked me t o  work i n  my party. I did becom a precwct camnftteeman for 
a munber of years and worked in the Democratic party here. I went up with 
Sally Homey and, I thMc, Hazel Keely, who later became Hazel M c C l a i n .  W e  
met the !!bumns there. We met Bess and Hamy a d  Margaylet, who had c m  t o  
build morale. I was simply astonished that they were a l l  so petite. The 
two people whose stature has astonished me have bem Harry !lkumm and the 
labor leader, John L. Lewis, who w a s  also tiny, t i ny  and had the corrrplexion 
of a girl.  l3ls pictures were always so fierce and terrif'ylng when they 
appeared i n  the paper with the beetling eyebrows. !I!mnan was very tiny, 
physically tiny. 

Q. Was there any wfdespread c o d t y  involvement In the Stevenson 
carrqaign, once he announced? 

A. Well, the regulars worked, as I m e r ,  locally under M r .  Peter 
Rossiter who also was not exactly Adlaits type. He was never, I think, 
awf'ully fond of Adlai, but absolutely loyal t o  the party-absolutely loyal 
to  the party. He was the ldnd of old boss, old pro, who once he decided 
he would support a candidate just gave it his all. He would whip them out 
into lineband he did both tws. 

Q. Did many people get involved in Volunteers for Stevenson,or the national 
headquarters work? 

A. No , . . not really. The& w e r e  a few of us who worked i n  the local 
Volunteers for Stevenson. Sally Robhson Homey is  really the only person 
I how who got i n  on the professional level of it. M l y  Lyons, who is  no 
longer livfng, also got involved in this campaign, but among the people 
I knew, that was it. Oliver Keller. Oliver Keller was enornusly important 
to  the Volunteers for Stevenson. He was the head of WAX and an old 
newspaper- fkmn Pittsburgh who came of a fine Pennsylvania family, a l l  
Republican. But he became one of Adlaits greatest admirers and closest 
friends. It was he who was so helpf'ul to  us in writing the advertisement 
that we spent our seven M e d  dollars on. A l l  we collected, pmctically, 
we put M t o  that a x d  1 sement , which you have a copy of. 

Q o  You m e a n  it was hard raising f'unds in Sangamon County? 

A. Hard ra i shg  f'unds for  Adlai, you bet it was! 

Q. You man there was no support? 

A. I wmld say them was no financial support a t  a l l  Fn Sangamon County 
for hkn, only organizational support. 

,Q, Could you t e l l  somethhg about the different organizations that were 
2n Springfield, like a t  the Leland Hotel, the Elks Club, the national 



headquarters, and the Volunteers for  Stevenson? 

A. The kland Hotel housed the transients, of course, who came and 
went,and the newspapermen,and it was also a great rendezvous at dinner 
time, at cocktail tlme, and at luncheon t h .  It had an excellent dining 
rom. Saneone Uke Jim Mulroy used it actually as a club when he was 
here wfth Adlai. It was that  ldnd of place, The man who ran it-oh, 
what r s the matter with me? 1'11 think of it In a mlnute-was for years 
the head of the Leland, was a* host, a genial- host, who drew a 
lo t  of people here.3 /IrllMR MIMC 

The Elks Club bused a l o t  of the speech mltws. The national headquarters 
was right across the s t reet  f h m  the-where the telephone cmpany is now-- 
and was in an old late-Victorian woode&cuse owned by George &elder. I 
mnf&er it mostly for the number of air conditioners that it had i n  it. 

So many interesting people came, l ike  Arthur Schleshger, JP., Ken 
Galbrafth, David L. Cohn, and the m who was the &tor of the Greenville, 
Mississippi,paper, among others, were here. We never got t o  see them. 
I was redly charmed by the l e t t e r  that Schlesinger wrote you giving his 
bpressions of Sprbgfield. He never lmew he was being snubbed. He was 
so busy. Not that he would have c a r d .  Again I am smiling. (laughs) 

Q. So you mean the Republican comnunity just  brushed everything that took 
part here? 

A. No, they withdrew with anguish. Thy  withdrew with anguish. The one 
person I know who made an effort  t o  entertain them was Louise Lanphier, 
Ch$ck Larphierrs first wife, who was an Alabamian and had same background 
i n  9amcracy," in quotes. Her husband, who was an ardent Republfcan, 
allowed her t o  have this paYrty a I remember it was a beautiful party, cock- 
taL1 party. I remember talking a great deal t o  award Po Morgan,& [James] 
Scotty Reston was there. She really rounded up a lo t  of interesting people. 
That was the only occasion I know of ard she-and a lo t  of Adlairs Repub- 
lican Mends  came t o  that an3 enjoyed it. W n t  she was the only one who 
really had the courage t o  do it. I remember certain people would come 
and go and would be sent t o  our house, which is  a very modest one. We had 
Robert Ardrey, the writer, the playwright, and Johnny-cane-lately anthro- 
pologist, the Territorial Imperative man. We had F. Scott Fltzgeraldt s 
daughter, who was Scot Lamhan at; that t a -  and now is Scotty Smith. 3 We had Judy Bamgarte Euld several journalists-a woman j o u r m l l s t  who did 
a story for one of the mgaz ine~ ,  Colliers perbps--whorn we entertahed. 
w wee i n  it w out of it, i n  i t - d o f  it, in strange ways, cut 
off frm it. W e  a l l  got t e ~ i b l y  emotional. Those of us who were worHmg 
for hlm like-wcrmen like Cl&aForsyth anl me, we got much too much involved 
elnot ionally. 

Q. Were the  Republicans active or did they just sit behind the scenes? 

A. Sat behlnd the scenes. Sat beh id  the scenes. 

7 name was Ed Perry. [M.J.M] 
. 

%if= of Dr. Walter Baumgarten, she was Adlaits cousln. [M.J.M.] 
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END OF SIDE ONE 

Q. Mrs. Masters, what kind of man was Wilson Wyatt? 

A. An engaging, Uwly, out-going fellow who was looked upon as . . . no 
pro at all in  this  kind of situation, but he was also nononganization. He 
was, therefore, considered to  be purer than he might have been. But I 
think that he was-Sally Robinson Homey can t e l l  you a great deal 
about Wilson Wyatt. I t h b k  he was a l f t t l e  flighty, that was the impression 
that I got. 

Incidentally, Springfield was a very different clty,then, f r o m  the city you 
see. We still  had quite a lot  of our elms, although they were going 
fast. The downtown streets were lined with very lovely old decaying Victor- 
ian houses, which had a considerable chmn for  many of the correspondents. 
I remember that Reston did a piece for the New York Tirrdes. Incidentally, 
that was the only tlme In the history of Sprwfie ld  when we could get the 
New Pork W s  every day on the stands. He described Springfield as a 
lovely old town. A lovely,elegant old town with its houses that were  like 
old-fashioned, charming dowagers. Of course, Reston had a special feeling 
for I l l inois because he had gone t o  the University of IlLinoiis. 

Qo How was he, as far as a correspondent, 2n treating Stevenson? 

A. Very  sympathetically. I member a rally when Stevenson came and I 
was standing l i s t e m  to  the speech. I was talking t o  award P. Morgan 
and up came George Hall of the Post-Dispatch, who was a classmate of mine 
at Washington University and married one of my friends. I hadn't seen him 
for a long tlme. He said, tlYou%e working for Stevenson?" I said, "Yes. " 
He s a d ,  This is pretty pitif'uLV1 Said, I1You know Eisenhower is going to  
be elected by a landslide." We were qulte distressed. But he said, "I 
have been sent by the Post-Dis atch to  cover Stevenson and I have covered 
Eisenhower, too. I am sent ---d- t e m t e l y  to  them. The crowds that Stevenson 
gets are just pathetic in canparison to  the crowds that Eisenhower gets." 

But Stevenson was a good e n o m  speaker and a fresh enough personality 
always t o  get s m  press notice. He could make news. He did get that. 

Q. Do you thlnk the press was fair with him durbg the campaign? 

A. Oh, I think very sympathetic, really. Now, there were some things that 
went on, that I heard about later, that really made rm sick. Matthews, who 
was editor of Time, wanted to  give him a column-I mean a special issue- 
@ a fine picture and whatnot, and Luce would have none of it and Matthews 
did it anyway. From then on, Matthews was retired upstairs, went back t o  
wand. 

Q. What were the local correspondents like that covered h M  for the 
Journal and the Register? 

A. Well, lively. Malden Jones, it seems t o  m, covered him for the 
ReGster, I t h h k  that is what he covered him for. He gave him quite a 



Mrs. Mary Jane Masters 15 

lot  of coverage, and of cowlse, V. Y. Dalkmn gave him enormous coverage. 
I would say the local press gave hlm plenty of coverage. 

Q. What was the feel* of the c o d t y  on the attacks of Johnson Kamdey 
and the Chicago Tribune? 

A. Oh, I think the Republicans were delighted to  have that old llne used 
for them, but nobody-I didn't know many people who were sympathetic t o  
the things said, even Republicans in my acquaintance. 

Qo What was the reaction of the ccarnnunity to  Dirksen's rarmks on 
Stwenson being the worst F m o r  in the history of Illinois? 

A. That question interests me very much. O f  course, we were outraged 
because we thought he had been a great overnor. I am not sure he was. 
1 think he w a s  a @;reat m. I am not $!re he was a g n a t  @vemar. But 
SprkgfXeld is  very calloused, you know. We've been through many campaigm. 
We seen governors come ard go, and campaigns take over,& awftilthlngs said. 
I don't think it was taken very haJld fop very long. 

Q. What was the reaction to  Reverend Graebells remarks? 

A. Well, many of my f'riends belonged to  his c b c h  and they were quite 
upset. They were very sympathetic to  hbn, because they liked h h  and 
they liked the fact they had a crusading minister. There was a good 
deal of criticism of his do* It i n  the pulpit. For some reason or 
another the church was not supposed--at that time-to be activist in  these 
matters. Politics was a m y  business that the church m ~ l y  pohts  a 
finger at. 

Q. How would you describe the relationship between the Reverend and 
A W  Stevenson? 

A. Very affectionate. They liked each other very much and enjoyed each 
other very much. I'd say Dick was-who had a Republican background, Dick 
Graebel-was quite dazzled. I think that his warmth, and his affection, 
and his approvall were very helpfil t o  Adlai Stevenson as a person. 

Q. How did the c d t y  feel  about Stevenson using the Lincoln w e ?  

A. (pause) I heard very l i t t l e  about it, certainly nothbg cynical. I 
didn't hear that, ''Oh boy! The old gambit." I didn't hear any of that. 
Cause he was . . , I think most people f e l t  that he was sincerely awed 
by the possibility of the undertakhg. 

Qo There was no adverse effect about going to  the hame and mentioning Wn- 
c o h  in his speeches? 

A. No, I heard none, I heard none. There may have been same. 1 heard 
none. 

Q. Why do you believe that Eisenhower really won the election here? 

A. Why, I think he was an absolute pushover. He had been a great general, 
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the big smile, the many who knew him liked him very much as a person. He 
had a rather unsoldierly,in the pejorative sense, Image. He was the soldier 
who was a man of peace and the Korean thing, you see, was very, very helpf'ul. 
TNs was Taf't territory. When they started organizing for Eisenhower here, 
there was very l i t t l e  support. But they were going t o  vote for ary Republi- 
can, so Eisenhower inmediately caught on. 

Q. What were the reactions to  the vis i ts  of Eisenhower to  the comrmnity? 

A. People went down i n  great droves and were delighted to  see him. ltWasn't 
he sweet-that wonderfU1 smile!'' No one said he was a g o d  s p e a k e m  
he wasn't a g o d  speaker, as we a l l  know. 

Q. What was the reaction t o  Richard Nhon caning to  the c o d t y ?  

A. He was just that fellow fm California, an outsider. 

Q. He was a p o l i t i c a l  unknown in Springfield? 

A. Yes, a political unknm ln Sprhgfield, except for that horrible 
Checkers speech. 

Q. In relation t o  that--som scandals of Stevenson-was there mch inter- 
mlationship,or did people just brush off the scandals? These matters, 
really did it make any difference i n  this election? 

A. I don't think it made much difference in  the election. 

Q, What about your own activity, as far as writing the newspaper article? 5 

A. Well, we raised, as you know, very l i t t l e  money. We were most 
anxious to  have one sock a t  our c m t y  before the campaign was over. 
So the weekend before, which was probably bad timing, we bought an ad. 
Ollie Keller ar?d Tan, q y  husband,and I worked very hard on that and tr ied 
to  say how we f e l t  about Stevenson i n  our mldst. It was an enormously sin- 
cere effort. I read it with interest the other day and I am still  proud 
of it. 

Q. What do you think was the most Zmportant statement in  the article, or 
the most important theme? 

A, I th9nk maturity, gr0wh-g matwity, was the t h h g  that seemed important 
to  us, his gmwth , . . and his dedication to  good g o v e m n t .  

Q. What was the reaction of the c m t y  t o  the article? 

A. 1 haven't the faintest idea. No one ever spoke to  me about it. I don't 
think my M e n d s  were literate. (laughs) I don't t h h k  they even read it. 

Q, Going through all the Jourmal-Registers it s-ed that there was l i t t l e  
or none other Stevenson advertisement outside of that. Was it just because 

5~011atmal mterial, copy of the advertisement. [M. J .M. ] 
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of the lack of funds? 

A. No money! 

Q. Do you think tkt i f  there was more money, there would have been more 
advert is-? 

A. Oh sure. Oh yes. l'Q goodness yes, but the lack of money reflected the 
lack of support. 

Q. Where was the Volunteers [ f or  St  evens on] headquarters located? 

A. On the corner of Seventh and Adams In what was then known as the 
Johnson-Hatcher hi lding,  there had once been a furniture store there 
by that name. It w a s  up, we climbed a wretched staircase and had a l i t t l e  
room, M c h  sanebody had let us have. I don't know. Louise Pickerkg 
rmnaged this, managed t o  get some headquarters, anyway. It was tewrlbly 
hot up there. We didn't have an air conditioner. We had. just a fan. Louise 
worked very hard, herself, trying t o  organize something up there, but it 
was a really p i t i fh l  effort  and it broke my heart every t h e  I se t  foot 
in the place. 

Q. Do you know any backgmud f o ~  why the National Volunteers for  Steven- 
son organization wasn't i n  Springfield? 

A. (pause) They wanted t o  have a big meeting here . . . was this 1956 or 
1952 . , . a.rd there were not sufficient hotel and motel accmodations t o  
sustain them, as I recall. 

Q. What kind of person was Mrs. [Edison] Dick who ran the national 
organization? 

A. A chmning person. Very  elegant North Shore, very unassuming, and 
very, very keen on Adlai an3 Adlai as a candidate. She gave a great deal 
of time and effort t o  it. She came down during his a h b i s t ~ a t i o n  and worked 
on the welfare rolls. She did a great deal of coverage on that for him for 
free,you know. Just a w o w  who had time and means,and could do this. She 
was no great speaker, but she trained herself t o  be a better speaker as time 
went by. She became a real pro i n  1956, a rea l  pro. 

Qa So it was an amtew, experience In 1952? 

A. Yes, it was ter r i f ical ly  amteurLsh. merything was amateurish beyond 
belief. 

Q. Did you discourage the professional umbers of the campaign? 

A. Oh no, they just thought we were f'umy. No indeed, we were just off on 
cloud nine smmrhere as far as they were concerned. 

Qa What m e  the last few days of the 1952 campaign like? 

A, Oh, kind of heartbroken, I think--Wl of tension, Wl of tension. 
The more we-those of us who worked for Adlai-heard of Eisenhower, the 
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more depressed we w e r e  by him as a prospect for the country. He 
seemed terribly lackluster, always t o  us. The great smile wore very 
thin. He had very l i t t l e  t o  say as f a r  as we were concerned and we 
were awf'ully tense about it. Then, of course, there was the great-the 
party the night of the election. That was the real "nozze tr is te."  It was 
a temlbly p M  experience. A l l  sorts  of people came. When I read 
your paper, I noticed you mentioned the Bogarts ccan3ulg, Hwnphrey Bogart 
and Baby [Lauren Bacall, his wife]. He came down with a t e r r i f i c  vFrus 
and had a high fever and went home as sick as he could be. He went back 
t o  the m i o n  that night. Lots of people who saw him on TVthought 
he was drunk and he wasn't. He was just terr ibly sick. In fact, my 
husband took care of hlm, went t o  see him the next day at the mmsion. 
They were strong Stevenson supporters. Baby was so pretty, I can1 t t e l l  

Q Who attended the last night at the Leland? Election night. 

A. A l l  klnds of people cane a r d  went. The newspaper people were there. 
The organization people, the volunteers, and then just the populace, came 
and went. We came home exhausted before Adlai gave his speech of conces- 
sion. We heard it on the radio and our hearts were so downcast. 

Q. What was the feeling of the people when I l l inois  was lost? 

A. (pause) Well, my feeling was that I felt less  badly than a lo t  of 
people, I thlnk, because t o  m I l l inois  was always normally a Republican 
state, that Adlai had been a f'reak i n  1948. 

Q, Was there any bad feelings about [Shemoodl Dixon loshg,  as far as 
c a r r y h g  on the Stevenson programs? 

A. No, because most of us did not know Dixon, although he was a good 
m. Of course, Don Forsyth can t e l l  you a l l  about that. 

Qo Do you mean Dixon spent four yews i n  Springfield as lieutenant 
governor and he wasnrt well-known by the cmmnity? 

A. He wasn't even here mch, as far as we weE concerned. He may have 
been. The lieutenant governor didn't really have much t o  do, you know. 
He just came up for an occasional party. 

Q. There was a party at the governor's mansion the next night. What 
was it like? 

A. I was not there. That was for the people who had worked i n  the 
press. Sally was there and my fkiend, Mly Lyons, was there. It was 
a th&k you party for  them, but the volunteers were not asked. 

r 

Q. When was the last t h e  you saw Stevenson as govemor? 

A. Shortly before he went a m  on that great t r ip .  He f i r s t  visited 
the Ronald Trees . . . down in the Bahams--or Barbados-and then he 
went t o  China, We saw him just a day or two before he lef t .  He came 
out and that was the t3m he brought AlistaLr Cooke vdth kim. We had 
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a fascinating conversation and he was just delightful. That was the 
l a s t  t h e  I saw h9m i n  Springfield, as governor. 

Q. D i d  Stevenson return t o  Springfield mch before 1956? 

A. He was away a g o d  deal. 

Q. What was the feelings in Springfield? 

A. I am try- t o  remember when he came t o  the Abraham Lincoln Association 
meeting, that must have been later.  Oh, I think people, all his Crier& 
here mLssed him very mch, very much. 

Q. Was there any anxiety or  being asbawd at--they had turned away a friend? 

A. Yes, I think they suffered quite a b i t  over that. They are decent 
people. Yes, they suffered about it. 

Q. When did the momentum work up i n  Sprbgfield for  1956 . . . or did 
people think that Adlai was go- t o  m again? 

A. People thought Adla3 was going t o  run again. The nmmntum didn't 
pick up i n  Sprlrgfield at all un t i l  there were some appearances here, I 
think, at Fair time. I know I was nearly going crazy trying t o  get down- 
s ta te  organized armrl having plenty of trouble gettin@; mney. I mmriber 
having John Rourke, Don Forsyth, and Hamld Pogue from Decatur, and 
an architect k r n  Peoria, and a man named fimcis Comers f'rm East St. 
h i s ,  up for  a luncheon. I nearly went crazy. I knocked ~ s e l f  out 
fixing them a gmrd ma1 because it seemed t o  rn that was about a l l  
that I was able t o  do at that point. Iht then we did get our head- 
quarters started, in August, and opened. After that the national carrrpaLgn- 
ing picked up. 

You know, the tragic thing about all this is that, when we finished the 
canpala of 1956, John Rourke sald, "There is only one favor I ask. I don't 
want ax-@- out of this except t o  have all of the papers for  my ayl~hives.'~ 
I said, Whe,  1 am deli&ted. I have no place t o  keep them myself. They 
ought t o  be kept sc~newhere!'"~ell," he said, t'I've got an office over In 
the &st Naticnal Bank building ard 1'11 keep them all there." So he 
moved them a l l  and kept them for  ages. Flnally, when he gave up that 
office, he took than hare with him and M y ,  M s  wife, allowed them 
t o  stay 3n the garage or sanething; but when he l e f t  Springfield, she had 
had it and destroyed them, all our papers. It is a house-wifely thing 
t o  do, but she mst have done this about a month before Sylvia Sutherlard 
came down f'rm Canada do- a thesis, and Walter Johnson, and a whole l o t  
of people, It was one of those things that should never have happened. 
She shauld, I think, have sald smethhg  t o  me about it. I know I would 
have sought some sort of reme for them, but she just had had it and 
th i s  can happen t o  any housewife who is  faced with the horrors of moving. 

Q. When did you start yowl involvement in the 1956 campaign? 

A. I was asked . . . in the sp-. Jane Dick called and asked m i f  
I would do it in the spring. That was a very interesting experience. I 
became mch mare of a pro i n  tkt. I learned a good deal. We had, 
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of course, as our downstate secretary for  Stevenson, none other than VLc 
DeGrazia, who was i n  his la te  twenties a t  that  time. A very young, very 
bright young man, and he did an excellent job for  us, 

Q. Md you have any experiences with Victor? 

A. Yes, I remember he once caught something going on that I w i l l  not 
go into deta i l  about-a gmup of people trying t o  use us for some tourist 
device. And I really didn't catch it, I was busy thinldng about somEhing 
else. I just plumb didn't catch it. He cracked down ard said, "Mary 
Jam what are you allowing? You shouldn't allow this.ll He  was right. 
e l i s  a very gifted man, just as swrt as he can be. Very ambitious, and 
this was his first step i n  the direction of getting a winner and that is . 
what he is working on now, thinks and hopes i n  Walker. 

Q. Who else was w e l l - h w n  in that campaign? 

A, In our grmp or  generally? 

(Tape twned off and on again; telephone. ) 

A, rJbr co-chalmm in Chicago was Cml Meyer, Doctor C a r l  Meyer, who 
was an old pro i n  politics and really had his feet on the @;round. He was 
awf'ully busy and didn't have as  much time as t o  give it as he would have 
llked, but he had lo t s  of sarrces for money. We were constantly try* 
t o  coordinate their  efforts up there with our efforts  down here. They 
had a f'rierd of Vic s, a wanan  m u d  Mary K a y  Laughlin, I think, *can 
the University of Chicago dis t r ic t ,  who worked up there, awf'ully nice 
woman. I remember golng up t o  a couple of organizational meetings. 
One on finance that I was  certaLnly naive about. I was really just dumb. 
Half the people who were supposed t o  be f a t  cats, I 'd never heard of. Another 
occasion, which revolved around Mrs. Roosevelt and a speech that she gave. 
I was attached t o  her as her cqaniion and guide for the day. That was 
a very interesting experience-to spend a whole day with Mrs. Roosevelt, 
who was a great pro and saw everything. She was a most amazing w m .  

Q. What was the Springfield operation like? The Volunteers for Stevenson? 

A. Edie Graham. Mrs. Hugh Graham was i n  charge of that. She is  just a 
delight t o  work with. She is  M l  of steam and humor, and we did quite well, 
considering all  the p rob lm,  we did quite well. I give a great deal of 
the c W t  t o  Edle, and John Rourke, and Don Forsyth. 

Q. Was the offlce you had better than 19521 

A. Oh yes! We even had an air conditioner (laughs) in the back room. 
We had what m now the Gillespie offices. It was an old-just an old 
building, then, an old store building, and it was since made over into 
a very handsme building for their  purpases, Lmie Gillespie and Frank 
Young m e d  that building and they l e t  us have it. Frank was a h c r a t  
and bule was a Republican. b u i s  was a great admirer of Adlaits. 

Q. Was money easier t o  ccune by in 1956? 
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A, Oh sure. Oh yes. We wwe better  organized t o  get it then. We didn't 
make a lo t ,  but we were solvent. We ended up paying our b i l l s  and being 
mch more effective. Well, we were statewide; and downstate, we took i n  
mney &an all  over dawnstate. We didnrt just have t o  squeeze it out of 
Springfield as we did in 1952. We did better and we had a terr ibly 
h te res t lng  time of It. My two closest f'riends were co-cbimm for 
Usenhower and we used t o  get together occasionally and ccanpavle notes. 
Everythlng was certainly i n  reverse. When it was a l l  over, they were very 

t o  say they thought I'd had a better time. (laughs) 

Q. Could you t e l l  the story about w h a t  you and Don Forsyth did with sane 
extra campaign money? 

A. Well, we had t o  s e t t l e  our affairs. In the f i r s t  place I was told, by 
John Rowke, t o  put five kudred dollars-these are inflationary times, 
f ive kaxndred meant more than it means now-to put f ive hundred dollars in 
one of the banks ard never touch it. Never even l e t  on t o  myself that it 
was there, because John Rourke had been through the campaigp for Douglas 
and had came out short when he worn up his offtce. He said, f'You are 
going t o  need that t o  close out the office,tt But when we finished our cam- 
paign, we did have sane money l e f t  over, a couple of thousand dollars, and 
Don m y t h  and John Rowke and I decided that we should give same of it, 
most of it, t o  the organization, the Demcratic organization, M r .  Rossiter's 
organization, which had gone down the line for  us and made a great number 
of t h h g s  easy for us, Especially, when we had big f l o t i l l a s  of people 
coming in to  town, like the Kefauver rally, a l l  the newmnen, and so forth. 
We gave one big party, as I remember, for the n e m n ,  a cocktail party. 
And then Don Forsyth sald, ttNow, Mary Jane, I know this is al l  new t o  
you. I am an organizatlm person. I am going t o  show you how it is  
possible t o  buy a ward. We w i l l  take a l i t t l e  of this money and I w i l l  
mark out the s t reets  and the blocks.ft They were along Jefferson, this was 
before urban rehabilitation and these were flop houses practically. And 
he said, "You watch how the vote cams in that night in that precinct on 
that  s treet ,  I said, I'Fbe, l e t ' s  try it .It Well, he did and everything 
went just exactly as he had said. We got quite a l i t t l e  vote i n  there. 
You can ask him about that if he ham?€ forgotten. (laughs) 

Q. What was the m j o ~  campaign experience i n  Springfield that year? 

A. For me, you man? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Oh, I tharough$y enjoyed the experience of getting t o  know downstate 
Illinois. I did an awf'ul l o t  of bamstorm2ng, go- here and going there, 
ard trying t o  set sane sort of liaison with our organization. I really 
got-I felt I really got t o  know my s ta te  ard also I f e l t  that I was 
sewing rry cause mch more effectively. I had fewer h s t r a t i o n s ,  although 
we were pretty sure we u&$t lose the electLon and ad. I wasn't as 
enrotionally disturbed as I had been. 

Q. What was the w o r  went of the campaign i n  Springfield i t se l f?  

A. The luge r a l l y  at the armory. We had a great big rally and it was 
jampacked, Every Democrat In downstate I l l inois was dredged up and 
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b r o w t  up here, (laughs) and It was quite something. We also had a 
very nice wornants luncheon and Mrs, Kefauver spoke. NO. NO. Mrs. Gore, 
Mrs. Gore, Senator [Albert] Gore's wife spoke, and she was delightful, just 
delightful, and that  brought a good response. Peter Mack's l i t t l e  wife 
was there with her three-weeks old baby. He won, you remember, in that 
elect ion. 

I Q. How was it that  Peter Mack sumlved the two Stevenson landslides? 

A, I thlnk he did not have effective opposition. He also had a good base 
down there, his CarlPnville base w a s  very personal. He  really kept i n  
touch with it. This last can pig^ [1974] that he got into, which was a 
great surprise t o  a l o t  of us as Demcrats, showed the fact  that  he had 
been livfng elsewhere, rather t h n  here. But he is a natural l i t t l e  
pro, He knows his way ar& and-fkiendly l i t t l e  guy and he served his 
constituency xd served it quite well. 

I Q. How big  of a shock was it that Stevenson los t  in 1956? 

I A, Not a great shock at all. 

I Q. Did you expect t o  do better in Springfield? 

A. We hoped we would. (pause) We hoped we would. We did better,  I think. 
You have tb s ta t f s t i c s  on this. I do not. I think he . . . 

I Q. I think It was worse. (laughs) 

A. W a s  it war*? Yes. I think that was just part of-the people were 
perfectly content with the Republican admhistrat%n. 

Q. Do you remember any other t r i p s  Adlai. Stevenson made into Springfield 
af'ter the 1956 lost? 

A. He came t o  the Abraham Lincoln Association dinner as a speaker once, 
when Ollie Keller was president. 6 can't remember the date of that, it 
was in the l a t e  f i f t i e s  sane time. 

Q, What was the feeling, of Stevenson mnnlng for President i n  1960, 
in the c m t y ?  

A. Oh, for God's sake, l e t ' s  not l e t  it hppenl That included me, I was 
terr ibly disturbed about tMs. Because I was approached by a member of 
the family abmt that  and I just f e l t  awful about it. I just didn't 
want this t o  happen t o  him or t o  us again. 

I Q. Do you thlnlc the man chan$ed with defeat? 

A. I think he .pew. I think he was a typical Stevenson and he grew 
a l l  his l i fe .  I thlnk he went on. 31 the Kennedy a ~ s t m t i o n ,  I 
think he wmld have loved t o  have beensecretary of S ta te .  But he always- 

%he exact date was 1964, [Ed.] 
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he did admire Dean h s k  very much, a t  that t h e .  I think he was given 
quite a r a w  deal by Kennedy. I think he was, really, never Wormed properly 
about that Bay of Pigs incident. I think it has been pretty obvious since 
that that's true. I tbink he recovered with what poise he had. I think 
he handled that with a p e a t  deal of sophistication and abillty. And it 
was a tough assigmmt, a very tough, assigrrment because I don't t h h k  
he ever fe l t  that, althou& he was suppose to  b e  cabinet status, that 
Kennedy was really mch behlnd him. 

Q, Did you meet Stevenson during his ambassadorship? 

A. Oh yes, we went t o  New York. Twlce. I went t o  the Waldorf and I had 
a drink with hlm, once with Sue Ba~Aholf and once with Mary Robinson. 
And that was great ~LUI for us, the l i t t l e  gbls fk.can the country. M we 
went t o  a b i g  party a t  the Mssion ard all sorts of people came up to  us 
and were terribly attentive unt i l  they discovered that we were not 
Important a t  all. (laughs) W e  learned samething about that business then. - - 
Q. Do you believe the Stevenson image has grown i n  Sprhgfield with his 
death? 

A, Ye. M I think the young were greatly turned on by Ms special elo- 
quence and, of course, they grew older d remembered. 

Q. What was the reaction of the c d t y  a t  the time of his death? 

A. Grief. A great deal of grief. The canannnlty realized that it had 
touched greatness and that this might be as close as any of us Ln owl 
lifetime would get to  greatness. Ehn the old fr2er-d~ fe l t  this, too . . . 
who had not voted for him. 

Q. Were you at any of the special par ty  gatherings on the night of 
the lyhg-in-state in Springfield? Were you a t  any of these meethgs? 

A. No. We were M t e d  into the vemor's office the day of the 
flu?w,al and had luncheon with the p arrbly. We put up some out-of-town 
guests for the f'meral, but I was not involved in any meetings. That 
was Kemer's ahh i s t r a t ion ,  you how, and Otto Kmer  was very much 
in charge of a l l  that. 

Q, If Mstory was t o  write just a slngle paragraph about Adlai Steven- 
son, w h a t  would you like the historian to  write? 

A. Well, saneone else has said, atad I cannot ranember who said it 
but I t h h k  that he spoke for the heart and the conscfence of the 
American people in a way that the President was never able to. He 
[the President] didn't have that kind of eloquence. 

Q, Thank you. 

END OF TAPE 


