
This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted 
by Stephen Bean for  the Ordl History Office on July 1, 1975. Stephen 
Bean transcribed the tape and edited the transcript. Maxy Jane Masters 
reviewed the transcript. 

Mary Jane Roach Masters was born i n  St. Louis, Missow1,on May 13, 1909. 
She was raised in a very Clemocratic family. Mrs. Masters received her 
B.A. degree in 1930 and her M.A. i n  1931 frm Washington University. 
M n g  the 1930's she became active in the League of Women Voters. In 
1940 she married and moved t o  Springfield, I l l inois .  

During the early 1940's Mrs. Masters served as  the president of the 
local chapter of the L e w e  of Women Voters. Her interest  also developed 
in local Dwnocratlc affairs .  During the period that Adlai Stevenson I1 
served as Governor of I l l fnois  she became a close friend of the Stevenson 
family. Mrs. Masters worked in the local branch of Volunteers fo r  Steven- 
son i n  1952. h 1956 she served as co-chairman of the I l l ino i s  Volunteers 
fo r  Stevenson. When Governor Stevenson l e f t  office, he asked her t o  work 
in  her party and she did. Mrs. Masters served as a precinct corranitteewom 
during the mid-1950's. Her interests  have spread out beyond poli t ics  t o  
other act ivi t ies.  She founded the Townhall series i n  Sprhgfield. Over 
the years Mrs. Masters has been very mch involved with the Springfield 
A r t  Association. 

Her social-political perspective gives one a whally different insight 
in to  the pol i t ica l  af fa i rs  in Sprimgfield during the Stevenson era. She 
displays a great descriptive talent thraughout the memoir. 

Readers of this oral  history memoir should bear Fn m i n d  that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that  the Interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational. s tyle that  is 
inherent in such historical  sources. Srrngamon State University is  not 
responsible fo r  the factual accuracy of the m o L r ,  nor fo r  the views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader t o  judge. 

The  script may be read,quoted ard cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole o r  in part by any means, electmnic or mechanical, 
without permission in w r i t k g  f'rom the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Sprhgfield, I l l inof s, 62708. 



Mrs. Mary Jane Masters, July 1, 1975, Sprhgfield, I l l inois .  
Stephen Bean, Interviewer. 

Q. Mrs. Masters, what drew you in to  politics? 

A. Well, I think that question really intrigues me because it takes me 
back; I w i l l  date myself by saying this. I Q  father was extmnely inter- 
ested in pol i t ics  and he was a Democrat. My uncle, Cornelius Roach, was 
a practicing politician and for  a nwnber of years was secretary of S t a t e  
in the s ta te  of Missouri. So as a child, I was exposed t o  a great deal 
of pol i t ica l  pressure. I remember being the only one ori my block for  Wood- 
row Wilson, (laughs) who was only a name t o  me a t  that ear ly  age. When I 
was a ten-yearc-old child i n  school in Chicago, I got up and cried for 
Cox, which was pure pressure and propaganda on the part of my father. 

But then I forgot about that fo r  a long time and I didn't really get 
interested i n  poLitics un t i l  two thhgs happened: the election of 1932 
where I f e l t  that  I was an independent d that  the system was probably 
wrong and [that] I should se t  about changing the system, so w first 
vote was for  N o m  Thcanas but the great thlng about it i s  I thlulk I probably 
handled the ballot wrong and It was not even counted. WIG a f t e r  that I 
became strongly partisan fo r  Roosevelt. And f ~ i @ n d s  who were going t o  
college and getting out of law school were beginning t o  take an active 
Interest i n  poli t ics  and I becam,of cowse,terribly interested,too, al- 
thou& I did not work at anything but the League of Wmn Voters. That 
I was pressured in to  by r r ~ y  cousin who was the executive secretary for the 
League of W a n  Voters in St. Louis and worked with the famous Edna Gelhorn. 
Then my cousin Constance Roach became National Convention Secretary for  
the League of Wanen Voters. They had a national convention in St. Louis 
in the thlrt;les, which was very exciting and got me involved with these 
matters. 

I was mostly concerned with personal surivival which ended up with my 
marry- arrl cooing t o  Springfield i n  about 1940. W husband is a physi- 
cian. We really had no active role t o  play poli t ical ly except t o  be the 
stalwart -rats in a grcup of f'riends who t o  a man or  wmm were 
Republicans. We would fYnd ourselves not at parties on election eves. 
Everybcdy else  had a parrty. We would end up with a few people who we did 
not see very often who w e r e  Democrats. We sat wly; won elections. 

In 1948 we became quite st*d up by the scandals of the Green administra- 
tion.+ This was before I met Adlai Stevenson or  even h o r n  about him. 

my mother, I had a sort of family connection that  goes 
back a couple, tT nerations ago, 1 was not involved with them at all. My 
only acquaintance with the Blocpnington family cam through the League 
of Wanen Voters. Pks. C a r l  V~00r[l~~1, whose husband had been secretary of 
agriculture under Wilson, was active in the League and was a great f'riend 
of Mrs. Joseph Bohrer, the president of the I l l ino i s  League and, of course, 
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she had served i n  our s ta te  legislature. Mrs. V r o m  was a cousin of 
A M ' S .  

We became active in Don Funk's ,cormittee which was set  up t o  p m o t e  Steven- 
vemor here in Springfield. Louise Picker* was a great f r i e d  

of hus I!& dTs  mother. She, I know, invited my husband's mother t o  a 
luncheon and I guess I was Invited, too. I seem t o  remember that we both 
went. The party was given at the Abraham Ldncoln Hotel and Ellen Steven- 
son was there. Buffle Ives, Adlaits s is ter ,  gave the party. We met these 
people for the f i r s t  time. But I never met Adlai un t i l  a rally took 
place In Bloomlngton and a number of us went up. I met him a t  the old 
house in B l o ~ o n  where his s i s t e r  lived and still lives. 

Q. What ldnd of man was Govemr Green? 

A. He was a very agreeable person. Just a really chavming man, described 
by som of our friends who saw much more of him than we did-although we did 
see samething of the Greens--as a good neighbor. He was just a sweet guy. 
I had so much f e e l h g ~ . , I n  l o t s  of ways he was just an organization 
candidate who really did not know actually all that was going on. I could 
be wrong about that but that was my Impression. 

Q. What really destroyed Green's chances i n  1948? 

A. I am trying t o  remember. I, think the scandals did. The scandals of 
the admlrdstration did, primaYlily. O f  course, we were a l l  st irred up over 
the things that George Coutrakon was working on then i n  Springfield. The 
underworld comectims that  he was attempting t o  stamp out of what was known 
as a wide-open town. George did do it. George Coutrakon did do it. This 
related t o  the scandals. 

Q. Were most people that were Republicans in Sangamon County drawn away 
flslom Green? 

A. No, they Uked him, Yes, they voted for  Stevenson. Many of them voted 
for  Stevenson. They were terr ibly disappointed i n  the second admlnistra- 
t ion of Green. And I thfnk this was a great blow t o  the Greens and t o  
especially Pete who was, as I said, a very pleasant person. We used t o  
go t o  the h i o n  t o  parties occasionally and we liked blm as a person. 
We never got t o  how him awfully well, but we liked h h .  

&. How did you get involved with the 1948 carnpaign,or were you? 

A. S t r ic t ly  though, I think, Don F h k  a r d  b u l s e  Picker-. Then once 
you get into samething of that ldnd thie ball rolls up, you know, and you 
get busy and active. And it was ?Am. Then it was such a stunning success. 
Tkbat was the time we won. Tom and I w e r e  so amazed. We went out of town 
that weekend, The infighting among our fr iends had gotten so b i t t e r  that 
we lef't town on a l i t t l e  vacation and were away when Adlai won,pulling 
Tkzlrrayl with hlm. We were absolutely astonished. 

Q. What did you do during the campaim? What were your activi t ies? 

A. We went around. I mde a few talks t o  groups. But I think we were 
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mostly window-dress*. 

Q. Some people have the concept that Stevenson was just  a f'ront man, [that] 
he was a cEmdic;late because they knew that Truman was going t o  lose. 

A. Well, I tblnk that had a great deal t o  do with it, but he wasn't just 
a h n t  man, he really was an awf'ully good candidate. He had, of course, 
that special g i f t  of oratory, which he had been polishing and h d n g  
for  a good many years. He was one of the best known speakers i n  the 
Nlddle West, on the fmeign policy circuit.  He had a very good background 
for  governanent and considerable ambition. So, 1 donlt think he was just 
a front man. I think that  the organization, the mach9ne organization i n  
CMcago, knew it was time t o  get a good man and get two good men. They 
got both him arad Douglas. The choice you speak of i n  your paper, I guess, 
is pretty well-known-that Stevenson would have liked t o  have been senator, 
but they decided that  he should be@ernor. 

Q. What kind of man w a s  Paul Douglas? 

A. A terr ibly interesting and highly intellectual,  Wtelligent man of 
enomus motional and physical drive. irrrpression at the t b e  was 
that he had splendid academic background, a strong w i l l  and personality, 
and was a very honorable rran. He was kind of a loner and a l i t t l e  hard t o  
work wfth. I think the Nash machine--was it not the Kelly-Nash machine 
at that the-fowrd out about that and were pretty well aware of It, found 
out about that in connection with his  aldermmic experience in Chicago. He 
was a crusader, a t ~ I l d o u s  crusader. Every now and then he would get 
m t i o n a l  and off-base. He did not quite have AdM's cool and poise. 
Adlai had enormous poise. 

Q. Do you think that the t icket  would have been better Pf they would have 
switched and kept with the original plan, Stevenson for  senator and Douglas 
fo r  overnor? 8 
A. I think they were probably wise. It gave Stevenson sane administrative 
experience which he badly needed. It also threw him t o  the woles,of 
course, because he ws not close t o  the downstate organization at a l l  and 
that  is such a thing%,self in I l l inois .  

/' 

Q. Stevenson ran on the camp- of "A New Look in Illinois Politics." 
What do you think real ly won the election for  him? 

A. The catbination of a very at tract ive man, a high-grade man, with 
excellent background and a desFre t o  throw the rascals out. Probably, 
the last should come f l r s t .  People seem t o  want t o  throw the rascals out 
f b s t  . 
Q. What was the press support l ike? I know the [chicago] . .-- Tribune 
was agphst him. What was the local press like? 

A. The local press was, I think, just what you might expect. V, Y. 
Dallman on the Rwister,  the afternoon paper, was wildly pro-Dmocratic. 
Ed1 W t h  and the J o m l  were down-the-line Republican, The [St. Louis] 
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Post-Ms tch supported A U i  always, He was their  man. They do quite 
a coverage o central I l l inois.  We s t w e d  taking the Post-Dispatch a f te r  -* - 
the election of 1952. We found out more that went on in southern I l l inois  
and i n  our par% of the s ta te  than we had read in any other papep. 

Q. Do you thMc the [Chicago] Tribune being against him hindered Steven- 
son any way in the canpaign? 

A. Well, the Tribune was a much more powerf'ul voice then than it is now. 
Yes, I think it was pret ty rugged. People also got pret ty  t i red of 
McCormick; even Republicans got sick of his line. 

Q. A while back you were talking about Stevensonv s appearance. If you 
were going t o  describe him t o  an irdividual who never met him, how would 
you describe him? 

A. Well, I am mostly aware of his head, the famous egghead, and the 
extremely thoughtfil and almost puckish qua l i ty  of his face. He was not 
a handsane man. He was a very at tractive person, a very at tractive person. 
I think he was rather f o m l .  He was not an old shoe. He was decidedly 
witty, He was more at home with people of his own social and e c o n d c  
and intellectual class than he m s  with people generally. Although he was 
the same person with everybody, he did not become s m o n e  else for  the crowd. 

Q. Were you at the inauguration? 

A. Indeed I was. Tom and I both took time off ard went t o  the inauguration. 
I m e r  mostly how long [Carl] Sandburg carried on-the poet Sandburg who 
wore everybody out by a long recit&ion of his poems whom we were aWf'ully 
tired at the end of the-ceremony. T also had the pleasure of sitting, by acci- 
dent, next to an old St. Louis acquaintance of mine who twned out t o  be a 
fomer roammate of FLLlen Stevenson at sane school i n  the East. 

Q. Do you remmber anything fmn M s  speech or anythLng different frm 
the Inauguration? 

A. No, memory is blank on this. It was an exciting occasion. That 
is about al l  I know, It was my f b s t  glimpse of an inauguration and of 
a l l  the pcanp and circumstance that surrounds it. 

Q. How did the people of Sangamon County and Springfield accept Stwenson 
i n  the be@;lnning? 

A. Very well. We are used t o  receiving governors. There even was l e f t  
over a certain amount of the ladies' calling on the governorls wife. But 
Ellen did not cane very often. She came a few times. I saw her several 
times here. But largely, PIPS. Ives took over after-I suppose the divorce was 
:'unpending. . Mrs. Ives had a lo t  of M d s  i n  Springfield before she 
came here. People she had known, central I l l ino is  people she had horn  
all her l i fe .  

People generally got t o  know him, t o  l ike  ard w e  him, I think he was 
very well-received here. He was,personally,very well-liked. The boys 
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were U e d .  A l l  the children of the $overncrs ad* the mansion. They 
just love it. They like t o  came back to  parties. Buffie Ives had a t  
least one or  maybe several parties and invited former overnorsf aid- - 
ren t o  come down for them. It was qufte nice. 7 
Q. How was social l i f e  in the mansion? Did it lmprove over the Green 
admhlstration? 

A. No, I do not tMnk so. Mabel Green entertained very nicely. I would 
say that it fe l t  the lack of Ellen Stevenson,because the Governor was not 
for a long time divorced. He would ask his s is ter  to  help him, but hLs 
sis ter  really was not given the fbl1 authority of the governor's wife. I 
would say there were plenty of problems i n  terms of their social l i fe ;  
even relating t o  the help, you know. It was hard t o  handle, but they did 
it. 

Qo Do you think the dkvdrce had any bad effects with [the] ccnmunity? 

A. Yes, a t  that time, divorce was less corrmonplace than it is now. 
Look, we have a President who is a child of divorce and whose wife is  a 
divorcee. Nobody thinks twice of it. They have survived this. But a t  
that t h e  I t h b k  it disturbed people very much. It was a single mark 
of fa i lure  in the eyes of most people. 

Q. How did the commLty accept Elizabeth Ives? 

A. I cannot answer for all the commity, I can only answer for the people 
I knew. She had a lo t  of friends w b  enjoyed her. Her disposition was 
uneven. It sometimes twned off sane people. 

Qo But she was a great s0cLa.l entertainer? 

A. Oh yes, she was a p a t  deal of fun. A t  her best,Buffie Ives is just 
hLl&ous and very amusing. She had a lo t  of bacwound for entertaining. 
She and her husband were i n  the diplcanatlc service for many yews, and 
when her father was the %ecretary of state-wasnr t he i n  the state of Illinois-- 
her mother was not well ard Euffie came up as a very young girl and served 
as a hostess for her father. She loved it. She was also an actress and 
she even, I think, had a small part In a Broadway play once. She was a 
great ham. She liked to  put on things with scme flair and dash. 

Q. Was the acceptance of Stevenson by the people he knew as a child here 
greater than by the whole cammity. 

A. I do not know about the whole ca-mmmity, because I married into the 
people who up with him and knew him socially. They a l l  liked him. 
They were delighted t o  have him. They were furious that he was a Democrat. 

A. Artie was just a hound,as I remember. I think Artie was a coach dog. 
Wasn't he. a Dalmatian? A great source of pleasure to  the Governo-he 
came and went in the mansion. A s  you how, he was a source of the few 
foMsh  things that came out in  the press about hfm. People eGoyed Artie 
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and his wanderings. 

Q. The most important t h h g  most people point out about Stevenson is the 
staff he brought with hlm. Of the orfginal staff,who do you think was 
the most important? 

A. Right a t  the beginning, the ones I hew were Jim Muboy, and and Kohn 
who came and went and was a great expediter. And then Ed Day cane down 
frm Chicago and h the law firm,and Carl McGowan. I am trying t o  remem- 
ber these people, And toward the erd I remember three people who have 
becane since quite famous in their  [own] way; Newton Minow, Dfck Nelson 
who was an administrative aide, and Dan Walker. Dick Nelson Is now 
president of Northern Il l inois University. D a n  has stepped into the 
gmemorfs seat. 

Q. What qualities did Stevenson have to  draw such high caliber of people? 

A, He was a p e a t  middlewestern gentlemn in the Ikglish squire tradition. 
He had a l l  the nice characteristics of that breed. They came naturally. 
He hew people a l l  over the world who were interesting and involved and 
able. They liked him. He had [&]--there was a great warmth of feeling. 
They came here. A11 lcinds of people came here. We saw a type of guest here 
at the mansion that I think that we've never seen since-I do not know 
what happened here before I: cane here-we never had seen this caliber before. 
For example, Ehdce Kennedy use to  came down when W i l l i a m  McCormick B l a l r  
was A d l a i ' s  right-hand man. She came down and visited. A lo t  of journalists 
came, I remember a very interesting evening wfth Robert Lasch who became 
editor of the Post-Dispatch; When A. J. fiiebling came from the New Yorker- 
Mrs. Ives r e f e s  him t o  my husband's mother-and we were amongxose he 
interviewed when he a d  his p e a t  story for the New Yorker. Which ended 
up, I must say, quite a b i t  on ksband's m o t k ~ a n d  Phrray Haynes, the 
old lawyer who lived i n  Lincoln's l a w  office. But it was a fascinating 
story about Springfield too. 

That was the caliber of person he braught . Then I remember, just before he 
l e f t  the mamion, he came here t o  our house and bmught A l i s t a i r  Cooke who 
was here doing a story on him. These are just some who came and there 
were many others. Oh-. . . Vincent Sheean and John Gunther came. A l l  these 
were people he would run into and wkro were attracted to  him and his potential. 

Q. The men who worked for hfm--like Edward Day and Walter Schaefer-what 
were they like? 

A. They were extrenaely able, very honorable men. Wally Schaefer was 
extraordinary, I think. Both he and Albert Jenner together chaired the 
Little Hoover C d s s i o n  which did a study of govem~nent i n  Illinois, which 
is still refereed to,AdlaiVs Li t t le  Hoover C d s s i o n .  Wally Schaefer 
was just an absolutely delightful guy and a very, very fine judge. A 
man of impeccable integrity and cham, personal chsun. We always grieved 
over the fact that when he came down later  on the Supreme Corn, we never 
got to  know when he was here. He would come and work,and I think once or 
twice he called Tcan as a doctor. We never got t o  see anything of him 
socially. He  was just a delight, and I wish we had known hirn better. 
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Ed Day was extremely witty-interesting, n ice  guy--and had a very pleasant 
wife, Mary W s e ,  who was the daughter of the senior l a w  partner. Ed 
married the bossls daughter. She was old shoe. In fact, when they went 
on to  Wasmton 9n the Kennedy a ~ s t r a t l o n ,  she was very close to  Mrs. 
Lyndon Johnson. They became excellent friends and they had scunethhg in 
cmon,  a certain naturalness with everybody. 

Q. Dld anybody laww a H t t l e  old man *an Chfcago named Dick Daley? 

A. Lots of people knew him. Helen Mulroy knew him well, Jim klroy ' s  
f But he came down here and was i n  the legislature. He represented 
a certain parochial Catholic outlook that mast of the people Adlai knew 
socially dLd not have. I do not think any of us hew him a t  all. But he 
went his way very effectively. He was admired for his ability, and, of 
course, he was untouchable a t  that time. 

Q. Roy Yung? 

A. Roy Yung was here fim Lkcatur and was director of agriculture. W 
relatimshlp with hlm a t  that time was practically ni l ,  but he was very 
helpfbl in 1956 In the campaign, when he was one of the farm managers for 
the Marlne Bank. He was not like the others a t  a l l .  He was a different 
klnd of person. He was a downstate man. 

Q. Af'ter Stevenson gained office, he ran into a lo t  of difficulty with 
the Il l inois General Assembly. Do you think this was of his own making? 

A. Wasn't the head of . . . I am trying t o  remember this-but wasnlt his 
nemesis at this point a man named T h q s o n  who was the Republican leader 
of the Senate. Walter B. Thompson? 1 can1 t remember the f i r s t  name.l 
A very articulate, attractive, tough fighter who just did make everything 
as dffficult as possible for him. I remember one of his good friends was 
Bernice TranderVries . *an Evanston [Winnetka] who was everyone l s delight 
ln good govem~nent. Who had started in the League of Women Voters and then 
had gone on a,rd xwz for office, and done an excellent job of it, as a 
Republican. 

But he had plenty of hard go-. A t  that point, he very much needed the 
help, of course, of people Ilke Paul Powell, and got it. 

Q. How important were Paul Powell and WilUam Conners i n  the Senate? 

A. Botchy Conners, I ranember this name, Botchy Conners. They were 
very inportant. They were a breed wholly unfamiliar to  Adhi. Jim Mulroy 
was extremely helpfil i n  this because Jim bridged this very well. He was 
a former Pulitzer Prize winning newspaperman who came down as A d l a i 1 s  
aide and left the administration under a cloud because of some race track 
stock that he had accepted. But he was a delightfilman, very able; not 
very well physically. I think that this conditioned a lot  of his p e p  
formance. He was not well. He died before Adlai--I think before Adlai 
was out of office. 


































