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Anthony Massaro was born i n  P i e t r abon tan te ,  I t a l y  on J u l y  9 ,  1910. A t  
t h e  age of f i v e ,  he  emigrated t o  t h e  United S t a t e s  wi th  h i s  mother and 
s i s t e r  t o  j o i n  h i s  f a t h e r  who a l r eady  had been working f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  
and i n  mining. The family s e t t l e d  i n  Wilburton, Oklahoma where M r .  
Massaro's f a t h e r  was employed i n  mining c o a l .  A t  t h e  end of World War I, 
t h e  f a m i l y  moved t o  Pennsylvania,  then t o  Chicago, be fo re  s e t t l i n g  i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  i n  1921. 

Af te r  graduat ion from S p r i n g f i e l d  High School,  Anthony Massaro was employed 
i n  magazines s a l e s ,  f a c t o r y  l abo r  f o r  C a t e r p i l l a r  Trac tor  Company i n  
Peo r i a ,  I l l i n o i s ,  and coa l  mining i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  Unable t o  f i n d  work 
during t h e  Great Depression, M r .  Massaro e n r o l l e d  a t  t h e  newly founded 
Spr ing f i e ld  Junior  College. He  cont inued h i s  educat ion a t  t h e  Missouri  
School of Mines a t  Rol la ,  from which he graduated with a degree i n  
e l e c t r i c a l  engineering.  

M r .  Massaro's engineer ing  c a r e e r  included work a t  Emerson E l e c t r i c  i n  
S t .  Louis ,  t h e  Utah Copper Company, A l l i s  Chalrners i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
I l l i n o i s ,  and Ci ty  Water, L ight  & Power of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  A t  
Emerson E l e c t r i c ,  M r .  Massaro witnessed t h e  sitdown s t r i k e  of unioniza- 
t i o n  and t h e  s t r i k e  of 1946 a t  Allis Chalmers, I n  Utah a t  t h e  outbreak 
of World War 11, he observed t h e  i n i t i a t i o n  of s e c u r i t y  measures a t  t h e  
copper company and t h e  internment of Japanese Americans. A t  C i t y  Water, 
Light  & Power, M r .  Massaro con t r ibu ted  t o  t h e  u t i l i t y ' s  growth a s  a 
n a t i o n a l l y  recognized l e a d e r  i n  p u b l i c  power. 

M r .  Massaro has  v i v i d  memories of h i s  boyhood and h i s  f a t h e r ' s  l i f e  i n  
coal  mining; h i s  f a t h e r  even tua l ly  helped r e -e s t ab l i sh  t h e  c o n t r o l  of t h e  
United Mine Workers of America over  Cent ra l  I l l i n o i s  mining a f t e r  i n i t i a l  
successes  by the  Progress ive  Miners of America. J u s t  a s  v i v i d  are 
Anthony Massaro's memories of t h e  o b s t a c l e s  and p re jud ices  he faced i n  
e x c e l l i n g  i n  academics and a t h l e t i c s  a t  Sp r ing f i e ld  High School. Wherever 
he  l i v e d  o r  worked, M r .  Massaro w a s  a  c a r e f u l  and thought fu l  observer  of 
t h e  events  and t h e  community around him. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv t ewer ,  n a r r a t o r ,  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal  conversa t iona l  s t y r e  t h a t  
is  inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources .  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is  
not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor t h e  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted, and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  b e  
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Anthony Massaro, October 16,  1979, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Lee Nickelson Jr., In te rv iewer .  

Q .  Well M r .  Massaro, I guess t h a t  I would l i k e  t o  begin by asking 
you where and when you were born. 

A .  I was born J u l y  9,  1910, i n  P i e t r abon tan te ,  I t a l y .  

Q. And who were your parents?  

A .  My pa ren t s  was Joseph Massaro and Cesina Iacrapara .  

Q. What s o r t  of v i l l a g e  were you born in?  Was i t  a l a r g e  town, a 
small town? 

A .  To my knowledge i t  was a farming community wi th  approximately 
one thousand t o  f i f t e e n  hundred populat ion.  And i t  is s i t u a t e d  a t  
t h e  peak of the Apennine Mountains approximately s i x t y  mi les  south- 
e a s t  of Rome. Actua l ly ,  t o  be  more s p e c i f i c ,  a person could p inpoin t  
i t  on a map by drawing an  i s o s c e l e s  t r i a n g l e  wi th  t h e  base l i n e  
connect ing Rome and Naples. Then t h e  o t h e r  two l i n e s  a r e  made t o  
i n t e r s e c t  a t  t h e  c e n t e r  of t h e  Apennine Mountains. That 's  approxi- 
mately where t h e  v i l l a g e  t h a t  I was born i s  loca t ed .  

Q. Did your family farm t h e r e ,  o r  what s o r t  of work d i d  they do? 

A .  A s  I ' v e  mentioned be fo re ,  i t ' s  p r imar i ly  a farming community. 
Other than,  oh, s ay ,  t h e  pharmacist ,  t h e  doc to r ,  and t h e  blacksmith,  
and s e v e r a l  businessmen, the r e s t  of t he  people depended s o l e l y  on 
farming. There was no manufacturing of any s o r t .  

Q. How long d id  you l i v e  i n  t h a t  community? 

A .  Approximately f i v e  yea r s .  

Q. And then where d i d  you go a t  t h e  end of the f i v e  years?  

A. When I was f i v e  yea r s  of age,  Dad had came hack t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  and 
a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was l i v i n g  a t  Wilburton, Oklahoma. H e  f e l t  t h a t  h e  no 
longer  would go back t o  I t a l y ,  and s e n t  f o r  Mother, S i s t e r ,  and myself.  

Q. So he had been h e r e  previous ly  and he had gone back t o  I t a l y ,  and 
then he went back t o  Oklahoma? 

A .  Yes, Dad made s e v e r a l  t r i p s  back and f o r t h .  H i s  f i r s t  t r i p  t o  t h e  
S t a t e s  was approximately 1900, because he speaks of being i n  and around 
S t .  Louis dur ing  t h e  S t .  Louis World's F a i r .  He d id  remember q u i t e  a 
b i t  about i t ,  and would o f t e n  s i t  and t e l l  us what he experienced and 
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what he  seen ,  t h e  people he  knew, and what he  d id  whi le  l i v i n g  i n  
S t .  Louis.  

Q. What s o r t  of t h ings  had he  done when h e  was over here? What s o r t  
of s t o r i e s  d id  he t e l l ?  

A .  W e l l  I ' v e  got  to--I do remember one of t h e  s t o r i e s .  It was prob- 
ab ly  be fo re  h e  came t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  He wanted t o  come t o  t h e  S t a t e s  
because, t o  begin  wi th ,  he  wanted t o  avoid se rv ing  i n  t he  Amy. He 
had a dread of going i n t o  t h e  Army the re .  A t  t h a t  t ime, probably 
t r u e  now, every able-bodied male had t o  s e rve  no t  l e s s  than t h r e e  
yea r s .  That was compulsory. H i s  o l d e s t  b ro the r  was i n  t h e  Army a t  
t h e  t i m e ,  and apparent ly  t h e  b r o t h e r  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  too  much of i t .  
So he  made up h i s  mind t h a t  he  wanted t o  g e t  o u t ,  and t h e  only 
poss ib l e  p l ace  he  could go t o  was t h e  S t a t e s  here .  

He f i n a l l y  got  t h e  consent of his mother, and they borrowed money 
somehow o r  o t h e r .  There w a s  another  i nd iv idua l  l i v i n g  i n  t h e  town 
a t  t h a t  time, and he was coming t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  So Dad,with t h i s  
man's he lp ,  persuaded Grandmother t o  permit him t o  come t o  t h e  
S t a t e s .  And he d i d  come wi th  t h i s  o t h e r  i nd iv idua l .  Now t h i s  chap 
had been t o  t h e  S t a t e s  and l i v e d  i n  S t .  Louis ,  and a c t u a l l y  had a 
s i s t e r  a t  t h a t  time s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  S t .  Louis.  So t h e  two of them 
came t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

But he t e l l s  whi le  he was on t h e  s h i p  coming ac ros s  t h e  A t l a n t i c ,  
t h i s  e l d e r l y  fellow--well I don' t  know how o l d  he was, bu t  he  was 
much o l d e r  than  Dad, put  i t  t h a t  way--had t o l d  Dad t h a t  they had 
some f i n e  d r ink ing  brew on sh ip .  Dad thought t h a t  poss ib ly  he  was 
going t o  enjoy whatever d r i n k  i t  might have been, and found o u t ,  a t  
t h a t  t ime,  t h a t  i t  was bee r .  He'd never drank beer  i n  h i s  l i f e - - sa id  
t h e  f i r s t  t a s t e ,  why, it was r e p u l s i v e  t o  him. Therefore he  never 
cared t o  d r i n k  any of i t .  

But t h e  passengers  were a l l o t t e d  a c e r t a i n  amount of beer  per  day. 
So Dad re fused  i t .  And he  t o l d  him, "Never r e f u s e  i t .  I f  you don't  
want i t ,  I w i l l ! "  So, h e  had a double po r t ion  of beer  every day. 
( l augh te r )  That is,  h i s  f r i e n d  d i d .  

And he  a l s o  r e c a l l s  very ,  very v i v i d l y  t h a t  he  hadn ' t  been i n  S t .  
Louis too  long,  and t h e r e  were a l s o  o t h e r  people from h i s  home town 
who were l i v i n g  i n  S t .  Louis.  They came t o  v i s i t  him and h i s  f r i e n d ,  
and i t  was suggested t h a t  something had t o  be  done whereby t h i s  
youngster  could g e t  a job. So some member of t h e  I t a l i a n  community 
t h e r e  d id  g e t  him a job.  And h i s  f i r s t  job was working i n  a pub l i c  
park i n  S t .  Louis.  

So he worked about a week o r  two, and then  he was t o l d ,  "We c a n ' t  use  
you." Well t h a t  h u r t  him, i t  h u r t  h i s  f e e l i n g s .  The foreman t h a t  
l a i d  him o f f  w a s  contac ted  and he  was told--the foreman t o l d  him, 
"I have noth ing  a g a i n s t  his work. He is  a very  good worker. But ," 
he s a i d ,  "I decided t h a t  maybe 1 had b e t t e r  g e t  r i d  of him because 
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i f  my supe rv i so r  comes over  and talks t o  him,that  boy c a n ' t  even say 
' yes '  and poss ib ly  not  even 'no ' .  And I would get i n t o  t roub le .  So 

11 I have no o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  than t o  ge t  r i d  of him. So Dad was gone 
from t h e  job . 
Q. How o l d  would he have been then ,  j u s t  approximately? 

A .  A l i t t l e  over e ighteen ,  a l i t t l e  over e ighteen .  To be  more 
s p e c i f i c ,  I t h i n k  he  h i t  S t .  Louis i n  about 1902. 

Q.  Did he go back t o  I t a l y  a f t e r  t h a t ?  

A.  Yes, he  went back. Of course  he l e f t  h i s  g i r l  f r i e n d  there--and 
I don' t  know whether they ever  corresponded o r  no t ,  I never d i d  h e a r  
him say--but apparent ly  i t  was agreed t h a t  they would see each o t h e r  
be fo re  long. And he d id  go back and married h i s  g i r l  f r i e n d ,  which 
i n c i d e n t a l l y  was my mother. And he  l i v e d  i n  I t a l y ,  oh, maybe another  
t h r e e  o r  four  yea r s  and decided h e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  and came back t o  
t h e  S t a t e s .  

He wanted Mother t o  come over a f t e r  he had come back f o r  a second 
time, b u t  she  d i d n ' t  want t o .  So h e  remained he re  a few years  and 
then went back, was t h e r e  a couple of yea r s ,  and then  came back t o  
t h e  S t a t e s .  

In t h e  meantime, why, Mother had another  c h i l d ,  which was my s i s t e r .  
And i t  was a t  t h a t  t ime when Dad i n s i s t e d  t h a t  s h e  come t o  t h e  S t a t e s  
because he f e l t  t h a t  he could never  l i v e  t h e r e .  Conditions were s o  
d i f f e r e n t  t h a t  he j u s t  f e l t  t h a t  he  d i d n ' t  c a r e  t o  remain o r  go back 
and work a s  a farmer,  a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  home town, and i t  was b e t t e r  
f o r  t h e  two of them t h a t  she  migra te  t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  When she  con- 
s en ted ,  she a l s o  came t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q.  So, when he corresponded wi th  you t h e  l a s t  t ime from t h e  S t a t e s ,  
he  was i n  Oklahoma? 

A. A t  t h a t  t i m e  he was in.oklahoma, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  He w a s  i n  Okla- 
homa working as a c o a l  miner. Now during h i s  s t a y  h e r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e s  
be fo re  Mother came over . . . . Although like I mentioned be fo re ,  he 
worked i n  t h e  park i n  S t .  Louis j u s t  a s h o r t  time. 

H e  used t o  t e l l  us, back i n  those  days i t  was not r e a l l y  very  d i f f i c u l t  
t o  ge t  a job. I n  t h e  l a r g e r  c i t i e s  t h e r e  were numerous employment 
o f f i c e s  t h a t  were ask ing  f o r  workers t o  go here, t h e r e ,  and you, A s  
a mat te r  of f a c t  t h e  employer was paying the  employment o f f i c e s .  You 
d i d n ' t  pay, b u t  t h e  employer wauld pay t o  ge t  l abo r .  Most of it w a s  
j u s t  back-breaking manual l abo r .  

So he l e f t  S t .  Louis and went t o  work a t  Fes tus ,  Missouri ,  on a rail- 
road. And from Fes tus ,  he  moved on up i n t o  Missouri c l o s e  t o  J e f f e r -  
son Ci ty  working on t h e  r a i l r o a d s  t h e r e .  And a l s o  even took o f f  and 
went t o  work on t h e  r a i l r o a d  somewhere--well no t  somewhere, I do know 
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specif ic--as  I r e c a l l ,  a t  Harr i son ,  Arkansas. 

So he  used t o  say  t h a t  i t  was no t r o u b l e  a t  a l l  g e t t i n g  work. "If  
you wanted t o  work, t h e r e  was work--hard work--but you could always 
o b t a i n  work." 

Q. Do you know what he  was doing wi th  t h e  r a i l r o a d s ?  Was he  working 
on t h e  engines? 

A. No, no a t  t h a t  t ime t h e  r a i l r o a d s  were be ing  l a i d ;  i n  o t h e r  words, 
they  were a c t u a l l y  b u i l d i n g  the  r a i l r o a d s .  And most of t h e i r  work 
cons i s t ed  of l ay ing  t h e  r a i l r o a d  bed, excavat ing smal l  h i l l s  and what 
n o t ,  and l a y i n g  r a i l r o a d  t i e s  and l ay ing  r a i l s .  It was j u s t  manual 
l abo r .  And he s a i d  he enjoyed i t  thoroughly, and l i k e d  it. 

Q. He got  t o  s e e  some of t h e  country a t  t h e  t ime, r i g h t ?  

A .  Well, he had worked i n  p r a c t i c a l l y  every s t a t e  i n  t h e  West. As  
I r e c a l l ,  he worked i n  Wyoming, worked i n  Montana, worked i n  t h e  s t a t e  
of Washington, and Nebraska. And most of t h i s  was fol lowing t h e  
r a i l r o a d  work i n  some capac i ty  o r  o the r .  

Now he  d i d  mention, and I always used t o  k i d  him about i t ,  t h a t  h e  
had r e l a t i v e s  l i v i n g  i n  Denver. H e  had stopped and v i s i t e d  w i t h  
them, and he was asked whether o r  no t  he  cared  t o  work f o r  h i s  
r e l a t i v e s .  H i s  r e l a t i v e  a t  t h a t  t i m e  had a c o n t r a c t  w i th  t h e  Union 
P a c i f i c  from . . . . The c o n t r a c t  was t o  keep t h e  c o a l  chu te s  f i l l e d  
wi th  coa l .  That was a l l  done by hand, t h e r e  w a s  no mechanization. 
That came l a t e r ,  t h a t  they  c a l l e d  t h e  pa t en t  chu te  where t h e  c o a l  
was dumped on a conveyor and then  h o i s t e d  up t o  t h e  s t o r a g e  b in .  I n  
those  days i t  w a s  all done by hand. 

This r e l a t i v e  of Dad's had a po r t ion  of t h e  Union P a c i f i c  Rai l road 
from Kansas C i ty  on through t h e  s t a t e  of Wyoming. Some of   ad's 
experience had been working i n  and around t h e  c o a l  chutes .  So Dad 
was given e i t h e r  two o r  t h r e e  coal. chutes  t o  see t h a t  t h e  coa l  was 
always ready t o  use t o  f i l l  up t h e  engines,  t h e  c o a l  tender  on t h e  
engines.  

When I used t o  k id  Dad he 'd say  'Well ,  t h a t ' s  where I made t h e  money." 
H e  was averaging e ighteen  d o l l a r s  a day. And he s a i d  t h a t ' s  where he 
thought he r e a l l y  got  r i c h .  He found himself wi th  a bunch of money 
and h e  decided, 'Well ,  t h i s  is it ,  good-bye America, and he re  I come 
I t a l y . "  He went back and he  got married. So he had ex tens ive  exper- 
i ence  i n  h i s  own way, i n  gene ra l ,  wi th  t h e  r a i l r o a d s .  

Q.  That is a tremendous amount of money f o r  t h a t  t i m e .  

A .  Well he d i d  say t h a t  it w a s  a tremendous amount of money. I n  
o t h e r  words, he  got  pa id  f o r  h i s  wages working wi th  t h e  men t h a t  were 
doing t h e  work a t  t h e  c o a l  chutes  where he  was s t a t i o n e d  p l u s  two o t h e r s .  
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They got  paid x c e n t s  per  ton ,  whatever i t  was; and, of course,  t h e  
more c o a l  they unloaded, t h e  more money h e  made. That was i t .  The 
men were pa id  on a d a i l y  wage--I t h i n k  h e  s a i d  i t  was two d o l l a r s  
per  day--and whoever had t h e  c o n t r a c t  s ee ing  t h a t  t h e  c o a l  was i n  
t h e  c o a l  chutes ,  they got  pennies  per  ton.  And Dad s a i d  he  was 
averaging around e ighteen  d o l l a r s  a day. 

But h e  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  i f  a man could not  unload fo r ty - f ive  tons  of 
c o a l  a day, he  d i d n ' t  s t a y .  You worked, genera l ly  t en  hours  a day 
work. No e i g h t  hours ,  t e n  hours  a day and s i x  days a week. And 
these  c o a l  chutes ,  i n  gene ra l ,  were loca t ed  where t h e  r a i l r o a d  d iv i -  
s i o n s  were. I n  o t h e r  words, t h e r e  was a r a i l r o a d  shop which d i d  
maintenance on t h e  t r a i n s ,  Not a l l ,  bu t  i n  genera l  they were loca t ed  
where they  could do maintenance on t h e  t r a i n s  a s  w e l l  as t h e  o t h e r  
r o l l i n g  s tock .  

Q. Did he  ever  i n d i c a t e  i f  t h e r e  were o t h e r  I t a l i a n  people working 
on t h e  r a i l r o a d s ?  

A .  Yes. Most of them, l i k e  I mentioned be fo re  . . . . H i s  f i r s t  
job wi th  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  why, he went where t h e  I t a l i a n  people were. 
There they would form groups and each n a t i o n a l i t y  would s t a y  t o  them- 
s e l v e s .  Yes, t h e r e  was a l o t  of I t a l i a n  people t he re .  . 

A s  he remembers i t-or used t o  t e l l  i t ,  put i t  t h a t  way--there were 
gangs of I t a l i a n  people,  gangs of Greeks, and gangs of I r i s h .  Now 
you can t ake  i t  f o r  what i t  i s  worth, b u t  he s a i d  i f  i t  wasn ' t  f o r  
t h e  I t a l i a n s ,  t h e  Greeks, and t h e  Ir ish--as  far  a s  t h e  n a t i v e  American, 
they would s t i l l  be  b u i l d i n g  r a i l s  and probably j u s t  g e t t i n g  two o r  
t h r e e  hundred m i l e s  beyond t h e  M i s s i s s i p p i  River .  That ' s  t h e  way he  
t e l l s  i t .  They wouldn't  work . . . ( l augh te r )  . . . and when they 
d id  work, they would genera l ly  d r i n k  it a l l  up. 

Yes, they--each n a t i o n a l i t y  worked a s  a group. And they a l s o  t r i e d  
t o  have t h e  head man i n  t h e  group a l s o  t h e  same n a t i o n a l i t y  i f  possi-  
b l e ,  which they d i d  wi th  some except ions.  

Q. Could he speak English a t  t h i s  t ime,  do you know? 

A .  No,he couldn ' t  speak English when he got  here .  Oh he eventua l ly  
learned  English. Yes, he  even tua l ly  learned  i t  and was a b l e  t o  read 
it and w r i t e  i t .  He could read very  we l l ;  of course ,  h i s  w r i t i n g  
w a s  l i m i t e d ,  b u t  h e  could do i t .  And on the  job he  was on t h a t  1 
w a s  t e l l i n g  you, his f r i e n d  asked him t o  take over s e v e r a l  c o a l  chutes ,  
which he d id .  Well he  had t o  w r i t e  a r e p o r t  t h a t  went t o  t h e  Union 
P a c i f i c  Rai l road .  But he  managed somehow t o  be  a b l e  t o  f i l l  t h e  
r e p o r t  i n  and so f o r t h ,  which apparent ly  s a t i s f i e d  t h e  r a i l r o a d  
o f f i c i a l s ,  cause he  w a s  pa id  and s o  was h i s  f r i e n d  who had preva i led  
on him t o  t ake  t h i s  job. Because he had t h e  c o n t r a c t ,  and he  was 
g e t t i n g  a l s o  x cen t s  per  every ton  they unloaded. 
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But speaking of l ea rn ing ,  l e a r n i n g  t o  speak English,  I ' v e  got  t o  t e l l  
t h i s  one. He s a i d  that--I  t h ink  h e  was a l i t t l e  over  n ine teen  a t  
t h e  time--they were working, I would say ,  about 30 mi les  w e s t  of J e f f  
[ J e f f e r s o n ]  C i ty  i n  Missour i ,  There was a group--he worked wi th  a 
group of I t a l i a n s ;  they d i d  t h e i r  own cooking, they  s l e p t  i n  t e n t s ,  
and a s  they moved, they j u s t  picked up t h e i r  t e n t s  and went on. They 
f e l t  t h a t  i f  they d id  not  f o r c e  him t o  do some purchasing of g r o c e r i e s ,  
i t  would t ake  him q u i t e  a whi le  t o  l e a r n .  

So they t o l d  him t h a t ,  "Beginning such and such a t i n e ,  you a r e  going 
t o  have t o  go t o  t h e  grocery s t o r e  and do t h e  purchasing." Well, if 
he  decided he had t o  do i t ,  I guess he  had t o  do i t .  They kept  repeat-  
i n g  t o  him what t o  a s k  f o r ,  so  he  f i n a l l y  memorized t h e  items--that 
is i n  English memorized them--and.took o f f  t o  t h e  grocery s t o r e .  He 
was a b l e  t o  make t h e  purchase, got  what he  wanted--of course  h e  
recognized what i t  was--and would go on back t o  camp. 

H e  s a i d  about t h e  second o r  t h i r d  t ime he had gone t o  t h e  s t o r e ,  t h e  
groceryman g ive  him a p i e .  He'd never knew what a p i e  was, hadn ' t  
seen  one. Apparently t h e  chap r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h i s  youngster doesn ' t  
know what t h i s  i tem is ,  and by motions, whatever i t  was, h e  made i t  
c l e a r  t o  Dad t h a t  i t  was something you could e a t .  And he would f i n d  
i t  d e l i c i o u s .  "So you t ake  it back t o  your boys and e a t  i t  . I 1  

Well Dad s t a r t e d  back t o  camp and h e  got  t o  th inking ,  "I wonder how 
good it  i s  .I1 So he  s a i d ,  "One b i t e  shouldn ' t  harm anything." H e  
s a i d  he  took a b i t e  of it and he decided t h a t  t h e  boys camp need no 
p a r t  of i t .  He l i k e d  i t  s o  w e l l  he  s a t  down and a t e  a l l  of i t .  
( laught  ex) 

Q. Well when he was working wi th  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  were he o r  any of t h e  
men he knew involved wi th  r a i l r o a d  unions? 

A. No, t h e r e  were no unions a t  t h e  time; as f a r  a s  I remember him 
t a l k i n g  about unions,  t h e r e  were no unions a t  l e a s t  where he  worked. 
However, he  d i d  say t h a t  t h e r e  had been some t a l k  of unionizing t h e  
workers. But t h e  work t h a t  he d i d ,  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h e  places where he 
worked on the r a i l r o a d ,  they were never unionized,  no. 

Q. So a f t e r  he has  worked wi th  t h e  r a i l s  f o r  a whi le ,  he  goes back 
t o  I t a l y .  

A.  He goes back t o  I t a l y  and g e t s  married. Now of course  i n  t h e  
meantime, he not  only worked f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d s ,  bu t  then he  went i n t o  
c o a l  mining. He l e f t  t h e  r a i l r o a d s  and went . . . . L e t ' s  ge t  back-- 
you said--yes, he  went back t o  I t a l y  and got  married. 

Then came t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  and a t  t h i s  t ime, he went t o  Colorado. And 
was hoping t h a t  he  could back wi th  t h e  Union P a c i f i c ,  working i n  and 
around t h e  c o a l  chutes .   hat's when he  found t h a t  they  were mechanizing 
t h e  c o a l  chutes ,  and they were coming i n  w i th  conveyors and so  f o r t h .  
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And he used t o  r e f e r  t o  them a s  t h e  pa t en t  chutes .  So he couldnt t --  
t h e r e  w a s  no th ing  f o r  him t o  do. 

In  o t h e r  words, he cou ldn ' t  ge t  a job around the  c o a l  chutes  any 
longer .  Well, he  decided t o  seek work elsewhere and went i n t o  t h e  
c o a l  mines. 

Q. Did he s t a r t  c o a l  mining i n  Colorado? 

A .  H e  s t a r t e d  c o a l  mining i n  Colorado, b u t  I don't  . . . . Coal 
Creek, Colorado, I do remember, now i t  was Coal Creek, Colorado. 
Y e s ,  Coal Creek, Colorado. While h e  was i n  Denver hoping t o  g e t  ' 

back on working f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d ,  he  found o u t ,  l i k e  I mentioned 
be fo re ,  t h a t  type  of work was going out  of ex i s t ence ,  and he couldn ' t  
ge t  any. But some f r i e n d s  t o l d  him t h a t  an  acquaintance of h i s  from 
I ta ly- - the  chap may have been t e n  yea r s  o l d e r  than Dad--was l i v i n g  
i n  Coal Creek, Colorado, and t h e r e  was work a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  c o a l  
mines. And t h a t  is when he  d id  go t o  Coal Creek, Colorado. He found 
t h i s  f r i e n d ,  and he got a job, and boarded wi th  him f o r  some t i m e .  
1 don' t  know how long i t  was; it  cou ldn ' t  have been too  long because 
he d i d n ' t  s t a y  t h e r e  very long.  Then he  had heard t h a t  t h e  c o a l  mines 
i n  Oklahoma were much b e t t e r  t o  work i n  than  t h e  ones i n  Colorado. 
So he went t o  t h e  c o a l  f i e l d s  i n  Oklahoma i n  t h e  sou theas t e rn  p a r t  
of t h e  s t a t e .  I n c i d e n t a l l y  i t  was a l s o  a county s e a t .  It was Wilbur- 
t on ,  Oklahoma. Tha t ' s  where he was when Mother came t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  

Q. So from Wilburton h e  wrote  your Mother. 

A .  That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. Come on over  . . . 
A. Come on over .  

Q. And you were how o ld  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. 1 w a s  approximately f i v e  yea r s  of age  a s  I recal l - -wel l  y e s ,  about 
f i v e  yea r s  o l d .  

Q. Had you s t a r t e d  any schooling? 

A .  No, I had no t  s t a r t e d  any schooling.  I would have probably s t a r t e d  
t h a t  f a l l .  And when Mother decided t o  come t o  t h e  S t a t e s ,  she  a l s o  
found t h a t  t h e r e  was another  young g i r l  about her age  who w a s  a l s o  
coming t o  t h e  S t a t e s .  She found ou t  that t h i s  g i r l  was going t o  t h e  
same town i n  Oklahoma t h a t  she  was going t o .  Although she  was a l s o  
married and h e r  husband w a s  a l s o  l i v i n g  i n  Wilburton, Oklahoma . . . . 
O f  course  i t  was not  known t o  Mom a t  t h a t  time u n t i l  she  s t a r t e d  t o  
ge t  h e r  papers ready and s o  f o r t h ,  when s h e  found t h a t  t h i s  o t h e r  
young g i r l  was coming. So they were both t i c k l e d  t o  dea th .  They 
were going t o  l e a v e  on t h e  same s h i p  and go t o  t h e  same town i n  t h e  



Narrator ( cen t e r )  i n  I t a l y ,  approximately 1912.  
Photo taken Sunday after church. Narrator is 
flanked by h i s  mother,  Cesina Massaro, and her  
nephew Freder ick  Santangelo.  Frederick's 
brother  later joined the nar ra to r ' s  f a m i l y  i n  
Chicago. 










































































































































































