
PREFACE 

This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of tape-recorded in te rv iews  conducted 
by Jan  Smith f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  i n  t h e  f a l l  o f  1974. Jan  
Smith t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t ape  and e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Jack Martin 
reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Jack  Emmett Martin was born i n  McMinnville, Tennessee i n  1884. H i s  
family came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  when Jack  was about s i x  yea r s  o ld .  When 
he was o l d  enough t o  work, he worked as a farm hand f o r  a number of 
prominent Rochester a r e a  farmers .  He became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  automobiles 
and even tua l ly  owned and opera ted  h i s  own garage and was one of t h e  
f i r s t  b lacks  t o  do so  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  He a l s o  r an  a chauffeur  s e r v i c e  
f o r  many of t h e  prominent Sp r ing f i e ld  f ami l i e s .  

M r .  Mart in  worked f o r  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  t h i r t y  yea r s  a s  a mechanic and 
r a i s e d  c a t t l e  whi le  doing so .  Though r e t i r e d ,  a t  t h e  time of t h e  
in te rev iew he  was s t i l l  a c t i v e  and a t tended  l i v e s t o c k  shows and 
auc t ions  where he so ld  and t raded  sadd le s ,  harness  and t ack .  

Readers of t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  
a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  i s  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univer- 
s i t y  i s  no t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  
f o r  views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript m y  be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Jack  E. Martin,  October 25, 1974, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Jan  Smith, In te rv iewer .  

Q. How o l d  a r e  you and when d id  you come t o  I l l i n o i s ?  

A. Now, l e t ' s  see .  We'll  have t o  do a l i t t l e  f i g u r i n g .  Now I w a s  
born i n  Tennessee, i n  a p a r t  of Tennessee t h a t  had no p l ace  t o  r e g i s t e r  
b i r t h s ,  no county s e a t .  You have t o  have a county s e a t  t o  r e g i s t e r  
b i r t h s .  A l o t  of t h e s e  southern  s t a t e s  don ' t  have any. A s  f a r  a s  I 
know, t h a t  was i n  about 1884. Because I wrote s e v e r a l  t imes [ t o ]  t h e  
community t h a t  I was born [ i n ]  f o r  records  of my age [when I w a s ]  
working f o r  t h e  s t a t e  and t h a t ' s  j u s t  about t h a t .  Now you take t h a t  
from 1974 and t h a t ' l l  g ive  you something nea r  my r e a l  age. Is t h a t  
r i g h t ?  A l l  r i g h t .  Tha t ' s  t h e  way I f i g u r e  i t ,  

Q. You came t o  I l l i n o i s  when you were a small chi ld?  

A. S i x  yea r s  o ld .  

Q .  And where d id  you come t o ?  

A. Came two mi les  from Rochester and l i v e d  t h e r e  till about 1918. 

Q. Did you come wi th  your family? 

A. Yes, ma 'm.  

Q .  How many were t h e r e ?  

A. In  my family? L e t ' s  s ee .  There ' s  t h r e e  g i r l s  and one b ro the r  
and he j u s t  d ied  he re  about seven months ago. He worked i n  a p l ace ,  
a greenhouse, on S ix teenth  and South Grand f o r  54 years .  The man who 
owned t h e  greenhouse l o s t  i t  t o  t h e  Marine Bank. The Marine Bank 
came t o  him [b ro the r ]  and t o l d  him, "~ess"- -h is  name was J e s s ,  J e s s  
Martin--"Jess, i f  you want t o  buy t h i s  greenhouse f o r  th i r ty-seven  
thousand and you have f i v e  thousand d o l l a r s  i n  cash you can buy it." 
He bought i t  under them cond i t i ons ,  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t h e  Marine Bank had 
and pa id  f o r  i t  i n  seven yea r s .  

Q .  What happened t o  t h e  r e s t  of your family? 

A .  Well, my mother's dead, my f a t h e r ' s  dead and my b r o t h e r ' s  dead 
and one s i s t e r .  

Q. When your family moved t o  Rochester where d id  you s e t t l e  and what 
were you doing? 
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A .  When they  moved t h e r e  I went t o  school  till I got  b i g  enough t o  
work around t h e  neighbors  l i k e  on t h e  farm doing something till I 
got  b i g  enough t o  s t a r t  l e a r n i n g  t h e  automobile t r a d e .  

Q. You s t a r t e d  t o  say t h a t  you worked breaking horses .  Who were you 
working f o r  when you d id  t h a t ?  

A. I was working f o r  Roy Smith . . . ( inaudib le ,  problem wi th  t ape )  
. . . f i v e  mi l e s  from where my f o l k s  l i v e d .  And t h e  p l ace  where he  
l i v e d  is  r i g h t  next  t o  t h e  overhead b r idge  t h a t  you go around t h e  
d i r t  road t o  Rochester.  There wasn ' t  no pavement, no pavement a t  
all t o  Rochester i n  them days. So when I got  l a r g e  enough--around 
e ighteen  yea r s  old--I came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and got  my job f i r i n g  a 
man's furnace ,  a d o c t o r ' s  furnace  a t  seven d o l l a r s  a week, i n  t h e  
winter t ime.  

And t h e r e  was a garage about a block away from where I was working 
f o r  seven d o l l a r s  a week. And I w a s  so enthused over wanting t o  
l e a r n  t o  be a mechanic t h a t  I would go and s tand  i n  f r o n t  i n  t h e  
door--1 wouldn't go i n s i d e .  I d id  t h a t  every day f o r  a long time 
and f i n a l l y  t h e  people who opera ted  t h e  garage s a i d  t o  me, "What do 
you do a t  t h a t  d o c t o r ' s  house?" I s a i d ,  "I f i r e  t h e  furnace."  
11 How much does he pay you?" "Seven d o l l a r s  a week." About t h e  t h i r d  
time I stopped t o  watch them work, they  s a i d  t o  m e ,  "If you want t o  
work f o r  us,  w e ' l l  g ive  you seven d o l l a r s  a week." So I went t o  work 
a t  seven d o l l a r s  a week. I worked two yea r s  a t  seven d o l l a r s  a week 
and I had one chi ld--I  got  married--and I worked t h e r e  two yea r s  and 
they r a i s e d  me t o  twenty-five c e n t s  an  hour.  

Q. Do you remember t h e  name of t h e  garage? 

A. Welch Brothers  Garage on Ash S t r e e t ,  Ash c l o s e  t o  Nash, Welch 
Brothers  Garage. And then  I worked t h e r e  till I had a chance t o  g e t  
a job f o r  f o r t y  c e n t s  an  hour i n  a machine shop. I knew t h a t  I should 
have machin is t ' s  experience t o  be a good mechanic. I n  those  days 
t h e r e  wasn ' t  no p l ace  only t h e  f a c t o r i e s  t o  buy replacement p a r t s .  
If you knew how t o  do machine work you could make a wooden p a t t e r n  
and have i t  cas t ed  i n  a foundry. The machine equipment . , . ( inaudib le)  
I worked t h e r e  till I thought I had enough experience t o  open a garage 
f o r  myself.  That was i n  about 1918. I opened a garage f o r  myself 
a t  313 North F i f t h  S t r e e t .  

Q. What was t h e  name of your garage? 

A .  Jack  Mar t in ' s  Garage. The man t h a t  owned the garage d ied .  [He] 
opera ted  a blacksmith shop t h e r e  I guess f o r  f i f t y  yea r s .  

Q.  What was h i s  name? 

A .  H i s  name was--let m e  think--HodgeVs, ~ o d g e ' s  Blacksmith Shop. 
Lot of old s e t t l e r s  i n  Rochester w i l l  know t h i s  p l ace  i f  t h e y ' r e  o ld  
enough. He  had a g r e a t  record a s  a blacksmith. 
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Q. I n  t h e  t ime you were t a l k i n g  about ,  Jack ,  i n  1918 when you opened 
your garage, were t h e r e  very  many ca r s?  Were people d r i v i n g  c a r s  
then? 

A. There was a few c a r s ,  a very few c a r s  bu t  they a r e  no t  no th ing  
l i k e  t h e  c a r s  today. The c a r s  back t h e r e  were f r i c t i o n  d r i v e s  f o r  
t ransmiss ion  and o t h e r s  were c lu t ches .  Then l a t e r  on a year  o r  so,  
they come out  m u l t i p l e  d i s c  c lu t ches .  Nobody around f o r t y  yea r s  o l d  
[who i s  a ]  mechanic today would know about any of t h e s e  t h r e e  c l u t c h e s  
t h a t  made a c a r  p u l l .  Only c l u t c h  they  have today is  Bark and Beck 
p l a t e  and an o i l  t ransmiss ion .  

Q.  What d id  you work on bes ides  c a r s ?  

A .  Oh, a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  time I j u s t  worked on c a r s ,  I d i d n ' t  have 
a very b i g  p l ace .  I t h i n k  my p l ace  was only  about s i x  c a r s  could ge t  
i n .  It w a s  r i g h t  up i n  t h e  c i t y .  But t h e r e  wasn't nothing t o  work 
on only Model T ' s  and a few 1910 Buicks and a few o t h e r  cars--Cadil lacs .  
One cy l inde r  Cad i l l ac  i s  the f i r s t  c a r  I ever  worked on; one c y l i n d e r ,  
copper water j acke t .  Well you don ' t  hear  t h a t .  I t 's  a l l  an t ique  today, 
a l l  an t ique .  

And then  a man came t o  me--there wasn ' t  many mechanics--and says ,  
"They t e l l  m e  you know how t o  f i x  c a r s .  l1 I s a i d ,  "Yes, sir." And 
he s a i d ,  "1 have a 1910 Buick and I want you t o  come and ge t  it  and 
f i x  i t ,  make i t  run." In s t ead  of  having a s t e e l  frame i t  had a wooden 
frame. A l l  c a r s  i n  them days [d id ] .  

I taken i t  home and another  boy who w a s  eager  t o  work wi th  me, we 
t o r e  t h e  c a r  down and we c a r r i e d  i t  i n  my shed k i tchen .  We spent  a l l  
win ter  g e t t i n g  p a r t s  and f i x i n g  i t ,  got  i t  running,  I charged t h e  
man e ighteen  d o l l a r s  and t h e  man says ,  "I don ' t  t h i n k  I can pay you." 
He s a i d ,  "I ' l l  g ive  you t h e  c a r  f o r  what you did.' '  And he d id .  

I made me what they c a l l  a r a c i n g  c a r  body, o l d  s t y l e  r ac ing  body and 
I had people a l l  gang around it  and look  and laugh. And I had i t  about 
a year  and a h a l f ,  had a l l  k inds  of o f f e r s .  A boy came t o  my garage,  
another  young man I judge about twenty, he had a brand new Chevrolet 
h i s  f o l k s  bought. He asked me how much I would t a k e  f o r  t h a t  r ac ing  
c a r  s i t t i n g  o u t  t he re .  I had a big--I t h i n k  i t  was t h i r t e e n  o r  four- 
teen--I t r i e d  t o  make it look l i k e  t h e  r a c i n g  c a r s  i n  them days. I 
b u i l t  i t .  I pa id  a man a t enne r  t o  make m e  a r ac ing  body. Well, I 
s a i d  I would t a k e  $85 and t r a d e  you. A l l  I had i n  t he  c a r  was my work. 
I t raded  him c a r s  and he gave me t h e  $85 cash. I s o l d  t h e  c a r  t o  some 
farmers  t h a t  I knew we l l  when I was out  t h e r e  t o  Rochester f o r  $300 
cash. Thei r  name was Young. They farmed two mi les  e a s t  of Rochester.  
The Young b ro the r s .  

Q. Wasn't t h r e e  hundred d o l l a r s  a l o t  of money then? 

A .  Oh, I should say. Course he g ive  about $900 f o r  t h e  c a r  he t raded  
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me. And they were t i c k l e d  t o  dea th .  It had c u r t a i n s .  And t h a t ' s  
what you had a s  a win te r  c a r  when you pu t  t h e  c u r t a i n s  on. And I 
pu t  t h e  money i n  the  bank eager ly .  

And then  t h e  World War s t a r t e d  i n  1917. I had t h i s  l i t t l e  garage 
and people t h a t  had d e l i v e r y  Model T ' s ,  they  a l l  f locked t o  me t o  
make them h i p ,  make them run and I w a s  very  succes s fu l .  I knew how 
t o  g e t  t h e  good w i l l  of a man who knew more t h a t  I and he would he lp  
m e .  That helped my p r e s t i g e  a s  a mechanic. 

Long about t h a t  t ime i n  1918 Tom Vredenburgh bought a new c a r ,  very  
expensive. I t h i n k  [he pa id ]  seven thousand d o l l a r s  [ f o r ]  a P e e r l e s s  
Eight  and he  knew of me by people say ing  t h a t  " tha t  f e l l a  s u r e  knows 
h i s  bus iness .  H e  made our c a r  run." He would b r ing  t h i s  c a r  t o  my 
garage--he run t h e  Vredenburgh Lumber Company, he was p re s iden t .  He 
would say ,  "I'll l e a v e  t h i s  c a r  h e r e  i n s i d e  t h e  garage but  don ' t  you 
t ake  i t  out  t ill  I come from work,then I and you w i l l  go ou t  and t e s t  
i t .  I obeyed him. I worked f o r  t h a t  family twenty s t r a i g h t  years .  
H e  would h i r e  m e  t o  go t o  Chicago o r  go up i n  t h e  D e l l s  o r  go up i n  
Michigan t o  Three Oaks, New Buffalo o r  any of them summer r e s o r t s  and 
I would go. 

It wasn't  long  till t h e  same c l a s s  o f  people knew of me and they 'd  
make appointments.  One would go f o r  two weeks and t a k e  me t o  chau f fe r  
f o r  them. When they 'd  come back another  fami ly  i n  Oak Knolls would 
t ake  me. And I d id  t h a t  n ine t een  yea r s  a t  521 South Seventh S t r e e t .  

Then I had a very ,  very  good r epu ta t ion .  I was considered [one who] 
s e l l s  more used cars--Jack Mar t in ' s  Garage--£or bankers and f inance  
companies. And when they  s e t t l e d  an e s t a t e  a lawyer would come t o  
m e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  from t h i r t y  t o  f o r t y  mi les  from Spr ing f i e ld  looking  
f o r  me t o  s e l l  t h e  c a r s  when they  s e t t l e d  t h e  e s t a t e  and pay me, g ive  
me t i t l e  f o r  l e g a l  d i sposa l  of t h e  c a r  without  me s ign ing  any kind 
of cond i t i on  of d i shones ty .  I ' v e  s o l d  c a r s  f o r  Warren i n  New Ber l in ,  
taken f i f t y  c a r s  t o  d ispose  of wi thout  s ign ing  any kind of no te ,  
f i f t y  c a r s .  I worked f o r  Coe Investment Company--Sam Coe who was 
r a i s e d  a t  Rochester where t h e  d i r t  road i s  t h a t  goes under t h e  br idge .  
Their  f o l k s  probably l i v e d  t h e r e  maybe 150 years .  The Coe family--I 
worked f o r  him repossess ing  c a r s  and s e l l i n g  c a r s  t h a t  people g ive  
back or cou ldn ' t  pay f o r .  [I] repa i r ed  them and so ld  them. Repaired 
them a t  t h e  r e p a i r  p r i c e  and s e l l  them f o r  ten c e n t s  on t h e  d o l l a r .  
I d i d  t h a t  t e n  yea r s  f o r  him; Sam W. Coe Finance Company, r a i s e d  i n  
Rochester.  

H e  had a b ro the r  t h e  name of  P h i l  Coe. Everybody knows him. Sam 
d i d n ' t  have any money.  am's uncle ,  Sam's namesake, l e f t  him a farm 
about th ree-quar te rs  of a mi le  west i n  Rochester.  He borrowed ten 
thousand d o l l a r s  on t h i s  and bought ou t  a f inance  o f f i c e  i n  Spring- 
f i e l d .  I worked f o r  M r .  Coe s e l l i n g  h i s  c a r s  and he t r u s t e d  me, 
never had t o  s i g n  any papers ,  no notes .  I d i d n ' t  sel l  under condi- 
t i o n s  o r  terms of agreement a t  a l l .  M r .  Coe I understand i s  worth 
t h r e e  mi l l i on .  He run a bus iness  here  f o r  about ten o r  f i f t e e n  yea r s  
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he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and then  he went t o  F lo r ida .  He owned one of t h e  
h ighes t  p r i c e  homes ever  was b u i l t  i n  Oak Knolls now. He bought t h e  
Rush Home i n  Oak Knolls--Frankie Rush home--1 know when he bought i t .  
Be gave my boys and me a supper p a r t y  a t  t h a t  home and we're  s t i l l  t h e  
b e s t  of f r i e n d s .  He's g lad  t o  s e e  me when he comes t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Then whi le  I were doing t h a t  i n  1941 when t h e  Second World War was, 
t h e  mechanics, most good mechanics, went working f o r  t h e  government 
what they  c a l l  Seabees a t  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  an hour.  My boys q u i t ,  went 
t o  World War I1 and I couldn ' t  a f f o r d  t o  t ake  chances on mechanics 
t h a t  wasn't  good mechanics. I ' d  have t o  do t h e  work over  o r  l o s e  
f r i endsh ip .  I kept  my p l ace  of bus iness  and I went t o  t h e  s t a t e  
wi th  no t r o u b l e  f o r  e ighty- f ive  c e n t s  an hour. I worked e i g h t  years  
under t h e  Green admin i s t r a t i on ;  I worked four  years  under Stevenson 
admin i s t r a t i on ;  I worked e i g h t  y e a r s  under S t r a t t o n  admin i s t r a t i on ;  
I worked e i g h t  yea r s  under ~ o r n e z ' s  admin i s t r a t i on  a s  a mechanic. 
Then I worked under Shapiro t h e  rest of t h e  t ime which made t h i r t y  
yea r s  and I r e t i r e d  a year  ago l a s t  Apr i l ,  pardon me, i t  was two 
yea r s  ago l a s t  Apr i l .  For my good work I draw $410 till I d i e .  I 
c a l l e d  t h e  board up, re t i rement  board up, two weeks ago and asked them 
would t h e  re t i rement  people ge t  a r a i s e .  The l ady  s a i d  t o  m e ,  "Yes, 
M r .  Mart in ,  y o u ' l l  ge t  f i f t y  d o l l a r s  r a i s e  t h e  f i r s t  of January. ' '  

Now whi le  I w a s  working f o r  t h e  s t a t e  t hose  t h i r t y  yea r s  I had a 
farm ou t  t o  New B e r l i n  four teen .  I kept  about f o r t y  t o  f i f t y  brood 
cows and t h i r t y  head of brood sows t h a t  fou r t een  yea r s  out  of t h e  
t h i r t y  I worked f o r  t h e  s t a t e .   hat's because I l ea rned  t o  work 
e igh t  hours a day a s  a mechanic why, it was l i k e  play.  I went ou t  
every n i g h t ,  every n igh t  them fou r t een  years  and sometimes twice a 
day i f  t h e  boys had any t roub le .  And I ' v e  had people c a l l  t h e  garage 
and t e l l  them, "Jack, your ca lves  a r e  o u t ,  about seven o r  e i g h t  of 
them." And I would go out  there--ask my boss could I g e t  an  hour o r  
two t o  go s e e  what t h e  t r o u b l e  was--and I ' v e  found them t o  be o t h e r  
people ' s  ca lves ,  some of  t h e  r i c h e s t  people i n  t h e  township. 

And a man was--named George Rapps--farmed probably a thousand a c r e s ,  
I knew h i s  f a t h e r .  His f a t h e r  l i v e d  on about 700 a c r e s  and he  bought 
some and l e f t  him [George] about f o r t y  thousand d o l l a r s  when he d ied .  
I was only  three-quar te rs  of a mi le  from t h i s  farm, h i s  farm l a n d ,  
and he so ld  me feed  t o  h e l p  me when they  wasn ' t  s e l l i n g  feed.  

I remember once I had f i f t y  head of ewes and I needed some o a t s ,  And 
I went t o  him and I s a i d ,  ''Mr. Bapps, I would love  t o  have some o a t s .  
Whatever you could spare .  Would I apprec i a t e  i t ." And I t a lked  wi th  
him t o  g e t  h i s  confidence. I t o l d  him who I worked f o r ,  where I was 
working. I t o l d  him 1 worked f o r  Henry Bra iner  f o r  my board. I 
worked f o r  f o r t y  c e n t s  a day, t e n  house. And I s a i d  t h e  h ighes t  
p r i c e  I ever  got  working on t h e  farm was twelve d o l l a r s  a month and 
t h e  man had owned 2800 a c r e s  of l a n d  and he only  pa id  a d o l l a r  a day, 
dry days. So I knew i f  I would a sk  f o r  too  much, t h a t  he  would no t  
d e a l  wi th  me because he  thought maybe I might t ake  something t h a t  
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d i d n ' t  belong t o  me. And I give t o  him my h i s t o r y .  

H i m  and I got  t o  t a l k i n g  about how I got s t a r t e d  wi th  t h a t  farm 
r a i s i n g  c a t t l e .  I s t a r t e d  out  f i r s t  with f i f t y  ewes on t h i s  farm, 
Got good grass land .  I met an o l d  gentleman through h i s  son-in-law 
and he  l i v e d  a t  Ashland and we got  t o  t a l k i n g  and he learned  t o  l i k e  
me. H e  s a i d ,  "You've got  a good p l a c e  t o  r a i s e  ca lves .  You s e l l  them 
sheep because c a t t l e  and sheep don ' t  do good on t h e  same pas ture ."  
I thanked him. I bought f i f t e e n  head of cows, f i f t e e n  head of cows. 
Wasn't long t h a t  I had t h i r t y  head. Wasn't long  till  I had got  up 
t o  f o r t y - s i x  o r  forty-seven and I was doing t h a t  wh i l e  I was a mechanic 
fou r t een  yea r s .  

Q. How d id  you have time t o  do both? 

A. Oh, I j u s t  d id .  I l ea rned  t o  work. Them German people they 
never q u i t  working. They work t i l l  e leven ,  twelve o 'c lock  a t  n i g h t  
ba l ing  s t r aw  and hay, Oh, I l ea rned  t o  work. Well, why am I doing 
t h i s ?  I ' m  making money and I have t o  g ive  i t  away. I won't use i t ,  
I can ' t  use  i t .  I got a l l  t h e  money. Some days I s e l l  high a s  $400, 
no t  p r o f i t ,  b u t  t h a t  much bus iness .  

Q. How d id  you ge t  s t a r t e d  i n  t h i s  [ s e l l i n g  harness  and t a c k ] ,  Jack? 

A .  Oh, when I was a boy t h e r e  wasn ' t  nothing e l s e  t o  do only work 
around horses .  

Q. And you've worked around ho r ses  a l l  your l i f e ?  

A, Oh yes ,  a l l  my l i f e .  When I had t h e  farm and when I worked f o r  
t h e  s t a t e  I ' d  go t o  where t h e r e  w a s  a horse  s a l e ,  cow s a l e  f o r  my 
p l easu re .  I never  went f i s h i n g  i n  my l i f e  f o r  p l easu re .  Only remember 
going t o  Chicago once f o r  p leasure .  1 bought two one hundred d o l l a r  
p l a t e  d inners  whi le  I worked f o r  t h e  s t a t e  and d i d n ' t  go t o  e a t .  I 
had too  much bus ines s ,  I had all t h e s e  c a t t l e  and t h i s  farm. Look, 
I f e d  ou t  a car load  of c a t t l e  t o  keep from paying my income t ax .  
(showing p i c t u r e )  

  hat's m e  r i g h t  t h e r e .  Them f a t  c a t t l e  I r a i s e d  from babies .  I was 
working f o r  t h e  garage. See the s u i t  on? And t h e  farmers would say 
Old Jack would r a t h e r  s i t  looking a t  them c a t t l e  than  be  i n  a show. 
Because I would. Look I can show you some of t h e  . . . . There 's  
some of t h e  hundred d o l l a r  p l a t e s  (showing t i c k e t s ) .  You got  t o  keep 
r i g h t ,  you got  t o  keep r i g h t  o r  don ' t  they  i n v e s t i g a t e  you. They won't 
g ive  you a job. You b e t t e r  no t  do noth ing  wrong. B e t t e r  no t  even 
look  wrong t o  t h e  foremans o r  anybody. 

Q. Jack ,  when you were i n  Rochester d id  you know t h e  Tom Taylor 
family? 

A. Oh, yes.  Yes, I knew Tom Taylor  when he  was 27 yea r s  o l d  and I 
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knew Tom Taylor when h e  d i ed  he re  about  a  year  and a  h a l f  ago. 

Q. (showing p i c t u r e )  Is t h a t  t h e  family? 

A .  Tha t ' s  t h e  family.  That ' s  Tom t h e r e .  I knew him when he  was 27 .  
I knew Miz Taylor ,  I knew when he married h e r .  

Q. When d id  he  come t o  Rochester? 

A. Oh, I judge he come t o  Rochester about i n  t h e  e i g h t i e s ,  i n  1880 
something. Because be fo re  he worked here  he  worked f o r  M r .  Schn i r r ing ,  
a German. I 'll t e l l  you a  s t o r y  about M r .  Taylor and i t ' s  a  good one. 
He worked f o r  a German f e l low about th ree-quar te rs  of a  mi le  from 
Graham's. This is t h e  Graham home ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  p i c t u r e ) .  Graham 
b u i l t  t h i s  f o r  him, t h i s  house. There wasn't  no house t h e r e  and he 
[Tom Taylor]  l i v e d  wi th  Schni r r ing .  Schni r r ing  recommended him and 
be fo re  he ever  got  i n t o  any c o n t a c t ,  be fo re  M r .  Graham eve r  had any 
con tac t  wi th  M r .  Schni r r ing  and Tom, M r .  Graham went t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  
t o  t h e  county s e a t ,  go t  a p e t i t i o n , h a d  t o  get 300 s i g n e r s ,  t o  move 
him [Tom] out  of t h e  township, t o  move t h i s  f e l l ow ou t .  

Q. Why move him o u t ?  

A .  Well, he thought co lored  people would s t e a l .  wasn't  no co lored  
people i n  t h e  township. 

Q. H e  d i d n ' t  want him t h e r e ?  

A .  No, no h e  come t o  town. He was a b i g  fe l low.  Graham w a s  a  b i g  
fel low.  H i s  w i f e  was a  school teacher .  M r .  Graham never  had noth ing  
t o  do wi th  poor farmers.  Did you ever  s e e  t h a t  house [Graham's home]? 
Why, everybody e l s e ' s  looked j u s t  l i k e  Tom Taylor ' s  i f  you ' re  poor. 
And he  went around, he  had t o  do t h i s ,  had t o  g e t  s i g n e r s  w i t h i n  a 
d i s t a n c e  of h i s  own home. He cou ldn ' t  g e t  no s i g n e r s .  Two yea r s  
l a t e r  M r .  Graham cou ldn ' t  g e t  he lp  t o  farm, no h i r e d  he lp .  Tom 
hadn ' t  worked f o r  him, d i d n ' t  know him. H e  met M r .  Schni r r ing  where 
Tom worked i n  f r o n t  of t h e i r  house i n  t h e  road and he go t  t o  t a l k i n g ,  
1 I I t ' s  g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  l a t e  and I haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  ge t  any he lp ."  
He always kept  two h i r e d  men, Graham d i d ,  t o  g e t  t h e  crops i n .  He 
w a s  a c a t t l e  feeder .  Oh, t h i s  i s  k ind  of a  long story--Mr. Schni r r ing  
says ,  "Why M r .  Graham I ' ll  l e t  you have Tom when I g e t  my crop i n  and 
you and pay him and feed  him and I 'll l e t  you have him. He can come 
back and f o r t h  a t  my farm and you can feed  him and pay him." Well he  
thought t h a t  over .  It was p r e t t y  l a t e .  So he t e l l s  M r .  Schn i r r ing  
t o  l e t  Tom come over  and put  t h e  c rops  i n .  He never  had much t o  do 
wi th  him only t o l d  him what t o  do. Tom worked t h e r e .  Well he was so  
honest  and he was t h e r e  on t ime and he  worked a l l  t h e  t ime,  he d i d n ' t  
have nobody v i s i t  him t o  bother  him. And h e  put  t h e  crop i n  t h a t  year .  
He asked M r .  Schnirring--Mr. Schn i r r ing  moved t o  town and q u i t  farming-- 
t o  l e t  Tom come over  and work f o r  him, s t a y  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  b i g  house. 
Tom worked t h e r e  two years .  When I f i r s t  met Tom, he w a s  t h r e sh ing  
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on Graham's farm and t h e  people t h a t  helped M r .  Graham th re sh  was 
t a l k i n g  about how s t rong  he was. A young man about Tom's age. I 
heard him say, "He's awful good-natured but  they  t e l l  m e  he '  s awful 
s t rong .  L e t ' s  two o r  t h r e e  of us  run and grab him and t r y  t o  throw 
him down." [They were] b i g  men. I knew them. They grabbed him and 
he laughed and he kept  them a l l  away from him. When they  grabbed 
him why he'd g e t  away from them, throw them around. A l l  p lay.  
Everybody began t o  l i k e  Tom. He had a g r e a t  c r e d i b i l i t y  on t h e  farm. 
He knew va lua t ion  and c l a s s  of c a t t l e .  I n  them days you fed c a t t l e  
t h r e e  yea r s  be fo re  you'd send them t o  t h e  market. You d i d n ' t  s t a r t  
p u t t i n g  them on f u l l  feed  till they  was round twelve o r  fou r t een  
months o l d .  Them c a t t l e  would weigh two thousand pounds i n  t h r e e  
yea r s ,  big-boned c a t t l e .  

Q. What happened t o  them [Taylors ]?  Are t h e s e  Tom's ch i ld ren  i n  
(showing p i c t u r e  of Tom, wife  and t h r e e  young people) t h i s  p i c t u r e  
o r  p a r t  of h i s  family? 

A .  Her family.  Now I ' ll  g e t  t o  t h a t .  You want me t o  go on t h a t  
now? This  is worth t e l l i n g .  Graham s a i d  Tom worked f o r  him seven 
yea r s  and only c o l l e c t e d  enough money t h a t  he  needed t o  go t o  buy 
c l o t h e s  wi th ,  seven yea r s .  He t o l d  i t  t o  t h e  whi te  farmers .  L o t  of 
them i n  Rochester t r i e d  t o  h i r e  him. I can name some of t h e  people,  
Well Tom went back home, which w a s  Kentucky, and he married t h i s  
woman and t h i s  (po in t ing  a t  p i c t u r e )  was h e r  ch i ld ren .  

Q. She a l r eady  had ch i ld ren?  

A. Yes. Tom d ied  a t ,  I t h i n k ,  93 and 1 knew him when he w a s  27.  

Q, Now he  didn't :  s t a y  i n  Rochester a l l  t h a t  time d i d  he? 

A.  O h ,  no. No he s tayed  wi th  Schni r r ing .  Course t h a t  was i n  t h e  
same township as Rochester and Graham was i n  Rochester township. So 
t h a t  meant everybody i n  Rochester knew him. 

Q. How long was Tom and h i s  family the re?  

A. Well, when I knew him he was 27 yea r s  o ld .  He w a s  i n  Rochester 
working f o r  Graham. Then Graham b u i l t  t h i s  house (po in t ing  t o  p i c t u r e  
of t enan t  house on Graham farm). 

Q. He  b u i l t  t h i s  house f o r  Tom? 

A. Af te r  he got  married. Tom worked f o r  Graham seven yea r s  be fo re  
Graham b u i l t  t h i s  house f o r  him. He's on ly  been dead f o r  two yea r s .  
When I l e f t  ou t  t h e r e  I so ld  him my buggy. I had a brand new buggy. 
I s o l d  my horse  and came t o  town. And Graham b u i l t  t h a t  house f o r  
him. I guess he l i v e d  i n  t h a t  house, he  must have l i v e d  i n  t h a t  house 
f i f t y  yea r s  o r  more. 
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Now when M r .  Graham d ied  from pneumonia, o v e r h e a t  Bimand Tom was 
down i n  what we c a l l  t h e  bottom g e t t i n g  some f a t  c a t t l e  ou t  so t h e  
water wouldn't come up around them and he took co ld .  

Q. Do you remember when t h a t  was? 

A .  Yes. I can t e l l  you j u s t  about t h e  yea r .  I w a s  s t i l l  ou t  t h e r e  
then.  When they  s e n t  t o  Chicago and got  serum they  d i d n ' t  have i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  they  d i d n ' t  have noth ing  t h a t  could break the  f eve r .  
They l e t  i t  g e t  away from them and he d ied  wi th  a high f eve r .  It was 
pneumonia I guess.  H e  c a l l e d  Tom in--he only had one boy, Graham 
did--his own namesake, George . . . . I knew h i s  boy when M r .  Graham 
bought him a goat wagon and goat .  Next he bought him a pony and a 
pony car t--well ,  h e  s a i d  t o  Tom, "Tom, I ' m  gonna d i e .  Stay and t ake  
c a r e  of George and he lp  him t a k e  c a r e  of t h a t  farm." M r .  Graham has 
been dead i n  t h e  neighborhood of f i f t y  years .  

Q. So he d ied  i n  about 1908 o r  1910 i n s t e a d  of 1924 o r  19251 

A .  Tha t ' s  about as nea r  as I can remember. M r .  Taylor ,  Tom Taylor ,  
s t ayed  t h e r e  on t h a t  p l a c e  till he died.  H e  kept  his promise wi th  
M r .  Graham. George d i ed  be fo re  Tom Taylor  d ied .  The younger George. 

Q. Then you say  Tom d ied  j u s t  a few yea r s  ago? 

A .  It a i n ' t  been over  two yea r s ,  i t ' s  been l e s s  than  two yea r s .  
They say  a t  t h e  church where Tom frequented,  was a member, t h a t  Tom 
was 9 3 .  

Q. Do you know what happened t o  h i s  w i fe  o r  t o  h i s  ch i ldren?  Is 
she s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

A. No, no. I t h i n k  she  d i ed  wi th  d i a b e t e s .  I remember when they  
had t o  t ake  a l e g  o f f  of he r .  She probably l i v e d  two, t h r e e  yea r s  
[ a f t e r  t h a t ] .  And t h e s e  ch i ld ren ,  I saw them by going back and f o r t h  
t o  v i s i t  M r .  Taylor .  I ' v e  saw them. But M r .  Taylor s e n t  one of t h e s e  
g i r l s - - I  t h i n k  they  had two, i t  looks  l i k e  they  got  two t h e r e  (point-  
i n g  a t  p i c t u r e  of family)--he s a i d  one of them graduated from t h e  
u n i v e r s i t y .  [She was] a very  prominent g i r l  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  In  some 
s o r t  of s o c i e t y ,  very i n t e l l i g e n t ,  very  alert and she  knew a l o t  about 
c a t t l e  and hogs. She l i v e d  wi th  her f a t h e r  and mother q u i t e  a whi le  
and t h e  boy and t h e  o t h e r  g i r l  I j u s t  don ' t  know much about them. 

I had some c a t t l e  on f u l l  feed  of  my own, a c a r  l oad ,  a t  New B e r l i n  
and I had s t a r t e d  them. S t a r t i n g  c a t t l e  t o  f a t t e n  is  t h e  po in t  t h a t  
makes a good job a l l  t h e  way through. She t o l d  me--my nickname is  
Cy, Heiss ingers  g ive  m e  t h a t  nickname. I don ' t  know why, I was l i t t l e  
then--and she s a i d ,  ''When you s t a r t  them on p e l l e t s ,  s e e  t h a t  they 
ge t  them every day 'cause i f  you don ' t  g ive  i t  t o  them every day 
t h e y ' l l  e a t  t oo  many when they do ge t  them." 



Jack E. Mart in  

Q. Which Heiss inger  d i d  you work f o r ?  

A .  I worked f o r  o l d  Cooney, t h e  Heiss inger  S i r .  Then I worked f o r  
h i s  son Fred Heiss inger .  Now you had a George Heiss inger  t h a t  d i ed  
over  i n  Rochester l e s s  than  a yea r  ago. You know anything about t h a t ?  
Well now I drove him t o  Round P r a i r i e  School and h e  d i ed  around I 
t h i n k  i n  t h e  neighborhood of around s i x t y  o r  s ix ty - f ive .  I took him 
and h i s  s i s t e r ,  S i s ,  t h e  S i r s t  day they went t o  school .  I was working 
f o r  t h e i r  f a t h e r  Fred Heiss inger .  I o f t e n  t h i n k  and we t a l k  about 
t h a t .  Now Len Heissnger ' s  dead, W i l l i e  He i s s inge r ' s  dead, Adam 
Heiss inger ' s  dead, Meg Heissinger--one of  t h e  daughters-is dead, 
Lynn's dead--he's a boy. Now I worked wi th  a l l  of them, most of them 
before  they eve r  got married. They had s i x  boys, o l d  S i r  Heiss inger  
had s i x  boys: John, Fred, Boomie-that was h i s  nickname--Lynn and Roy. 
He had t h r e e  g i r l s :  Meg, L i z z i e  and Ce i l .  ~ h e y ' r e  dead. Now I knew 
them a l l  l i v i n g  and I knew them a l l  dead. Tha t ' s  t h e  very home 
( looking a t  p i c t u r e  of Heiss inger  farm). 

Q. Remember t h i s ?  (Showing p i c t u r e  of v i l l a g e  undertaking p l ace ,  
blacksmith shop, te lephone o f f i c e  and o ld  m i l l )  

A .  That ' s  t he  s t o r e ,  now where's t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e ?  There 's  a l i v e r y  
s t a b l e  i n  he re  someplace. Well, maybe t h e r e  a i n ' t  enough of i t .  A 
f e l l a  name of Reed--you a sk  any of them oldtimers--Reed run t h e  l i v e r y  
s t a b l e  I guess t h e r e  a long  wi th  B e l l  who w a s  running t h e  bank. I knew 
t h i s  B e l l  t h a t ' s  running t h e  bank when h i s  f a t h e r  was l ead ing  he  wasn ' t  
o lde r  than  maybe walking good. Now he  must be  s ix ty - f ive .  

Q. Who was a t  t h e  bank? What was h i s  name? 

A .  B e l l ,  o l d  Doc Be l l .  And the  f e l l a  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e r e  now, I knew 
h i s  f a t h e r  be fo re  he  was born. I c a l l  h i s  name, we t a l k  every time 
we meet. H e  marr ied a g i r l  west of Roches te r ,h i s  f a t h e r  d i d .  Richard- 
son is t h e  man's name. Richardson is  i n  t h e  bank t h e r e  wi th  B e l l  now. 
He's around s ix ty - f ive  I guess.  I knew him when he was a boy. 

Back i n  them days t h e  only  way you had t o  go anyplace was t h e  l i v e r y  
s t a b l e .  The charges $1.25 a day f o r  a man t o  d r i v e  you a l l  day wi th  
a ho r se  and buggy. 

Q. You mean people r en t ed  a ho r se  and buggy? 

A. Yes, r en t ed  a horse  a l l  day f o r  $1.25. 
and a man t o  a farmer o r  somebody haul ing .  
t h r e e  d o l l a r s  a day. Everybody t h a t  r en t ed  
d o l l a r s  a day ho r ses  walking. 

And they  r en ted  a team 
You r en ted  a team f o r  
a team would say t h r e e  

Q. Three d o l l a r s  a day,was t h a t  expensive? 

A. No, no. You had t o  pay your own man. 
1 

He worked t e n  hours  you g ive  him a d o l l a r .  
You g ive  your man a d o l l a r .  
That ' s  t e n  c e n t s  an  hour 

1. He thought I asked i f  t h e  r a t e  of t h r e e  d o l l a r s  included expenses.  
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f o r  t h e  man's s a l a r y .  

Q. But t h r e e  d o l l a r s  a day t o  r e n t  a team was t h a t  considered a l o t  
of money t o  r e n t  horses? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  considered about t h e  same measurement as now. 

Q. What do you mean, Jack? 

A .  With the  upkeep of a man a t  home t h e  average man [who] i s  gonna 
ope ra t e  equipment g e t s  pa id  t e n  t o  twelve d o l l a r s  an hour.  [A] poor 
man j u s t  l i k e  me f o r  ope ra t ing  t h a t  equipment, now when he  g e t s  pa id ,  
i f  he g e t s  s i x t y  d o l l a r s  a day he don ' t  have no money when t h e  y e a r ' s  
ou t .  Insurance,  r e n t ,  room, food, automobiles and s o  on consumes a l l  
of h i s  money. You don ' t  accomplish noth ing  today a s  a l a b o r e r  l i k e  
they  d id  back t h e r e .  You have noth ing  t o  spend when you got  a dime. 
You could g e t  enough meat wi th  a dime t o  l a s t  you a l l  week. Hog s i x  
c e n t s  a pound . . . 
Q.  Did a l o t  of people  have their  own horse  and buggy then o r  w a s  
t h a t  a luxury i tem? 

A .  Yes, now l i k e  a miner, a p r e t t y  good wage-earner, ca rpen te r  and 
a blacksmith and a b r i ck l aye r  back then  they  got two d o l l a r s ,  two 
d o l l a r s  and twenty-five c e n t s  f o r  t e n  hours.  Now you know what they  
g e t ?  For ty  and f i f t y  d o l l a r s  a day a ca rpen te r .  Then they  s t i l l  
a i n ' t  got no money. They ' l l  buy a home and an  automobile b u t  i t ' s  
year  round and t h e  money's a l l  spent  up anyway. There's more poor 
people,  f a m i l i e s  today than  t h e r e  w a s  back t h e r e  wi th  t h a t  l i t t l e  
b i t  of money. 

Q. Now f o r  someone t o  own a ho r se  and buggy . . . 
A .  It w a s  j u s t  l i k e  a man owning a good automobile today. 

Q. Then no t  everyone had one? 

A .  No, no. They walked. I f  they  went t o  t h e  mine t o  work and i t  
was f i v e  mi les  they  got up a t  four  o ' c lock  and walked the re .  Only 
d i f f e r e n c e  now [is t h a t ]  man won't go t o  t h e  mines o r  anyplace un le s s  
he can h i r e  an automobile t o  r i d e .  

END OF TAPE ONE 

Q. Jack ,  le t ' s  go back a l i t t l e  b i t  . . . 
A .  Where d i d  we l e a v e  o f f ?  You' l l  have t o  t e l l  me.  

Q. You had f i n i s h e d  t a l k i n g  about Graham's and I wanted t o  a sk  you 
something . . . 



Jack  E. Martin 

A .  You want t o  hear  some more about  him? 

Q. Well t h e r e  was something you mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  I wanted t o  
a sk  you about before .  You s a i d  when you f i r s t  moved t o  Rochester 
you were a small boy. Did you go t o  school  t h e r e ?  

A. School? No, I went t o  school  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. You came a l l  t h e  way i n t o  Spr ing f i e ld  t o  go t o  school? 

A ,  No, we moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  when I s t a r t e d  t o  t h e  first grade 
then  I went back l a t e r  on. I went back when school w a s  ou t .  

Q. Yoh s a i d  you knew Tom Taylor ' s  family when he worked f o r  Schn i r r ing ,  
and then  Graham. Where d id  h i s  c h i l d r e n  go t o  school? 

A. H i s  c h i l d r e n  went t o  school ,  I t h i n k  now I j u s t  don ' t  know f o r  
c e r t a i n ,  but 1 t h i n k  they  went t o  school  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. They d i d n ' t  go t o  any one of the l i t t l e  schools  around Rochester? 

A. No not  t h a t  I know o f .  They went t o  school  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. When you were i n  Rochester w a s  t h e  o l d  Twist t avern  s t i l l  t h e r e ?  

Q. Was t h e  o l d  Twist t ave rn  s t i l l  i n  Rochester when you were there? 

A .  I c a n ' t  say  f o r  c e r t a i n ,  bu t  I t h i n k  i t  w a s .  I w a s  too  small  t o  
pay much a t t e n t i o n .  But t h e  Twists  was t h e r e .  A l l  t h r e e  b ro the r s  
excepting John and he w a s  b i g  enough he had a bus iness  i n  T a y l o r v i l l e .  
He was i n  t h e  i c e  and c o a l  bus iness .  

Q. Some of t h e  o l d  books mention a t ave rn  da t ing  back . . . . 
A. Y e s ,  t h e r e  w a s .  I remember bu t  I c a n ' t  t e l l  you exac t ly  where 
i t  was. Course I had my people o u t  h e r e  t a l k i n g  about i t  bu t  t h a t  
was la ter  on a f t e r  I got  b igger .  But I heard them speaking of f i g h t s  
t h a t  used t o  be  t h e r e .  The F a i r c h i l d s  had s e v e r a l  co lored  employees 
on t h e  farm along when I w a s  around twelve yea r s  o l d  and I used t o  
hear  them laughing and t e l l i n g  about  t h e  f i g h t s  t h a t  they  used t o  
have. Twist and a f e l l a  named Reed [who] used t o  run t h e  l i v e r y  s t a b l e  
and he was q u i t e  a d r inke r .  [ I f ]  I t h i n k  a l i t t l e  b i t  I can name 
s e v e r a l  f e l l a s  that drank p r e t t y  bad: B i l l  Baldwin--he was t h e  c a t t l e  
buyer--and Eddie Campbell. That was t h e s e  boys'  f a t h e r s .  This  Campbell 
j u s t  d i ed  about t h r e e  yea r s  ago and he was ninety-seven. Yes, you 
know a l l  t h e  Campbells I guess. There were only  two boys, t h e  s h e r i f f  
and h i s  b ro the r  . 
Q. You mentioned t h e  o t h e r  day when Tom died  something about t h e  
















































