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PREFACE 

This m u s c r i p t  is the product of a tape-recorded Interview conducted 
by Jane E. Knepler fo r  the Oral History Office on July 17, 1975. Jane 
E. Knepler transcribed the tape and edited the transcript.  George W. 
Marr , Sr . yeviewed the transcript.  

This is one of a ser ies  of tapes made on a project about the building 
and test ing of the Bates Experimntal Road. ?Ihe I l l ino i s  Legislature 
approved t h i s  mad before the United States became involved in World War I, 
but the actual road constmctim did not begin un t i l  the w m  ended. 
Construction took place during two surrmers, and test ing lasted un t i l  
l a t e  in 1922. D e l e ~ t i o n s  f h m  other states and f o r e i p  nations often 
visit@d this  site.  Data recorded during the test ing was used i n  deter- 
mining materials fo r  all early hard mad construction, not only i n  
Illinois-but nationwide and worldwide. 

George W. Mmr, Sr., was born i n  Greensburg, Kentuclg, on June 24, 1902. 
A s  a young man he came t o  Bates, I l l ino i s ,  and he worked as a farm 
laborer for several years before renting his own land. Due t o  h i s  hard 
wo~k, t h r i f t y  ways, and good business sense, he finally farmed as many 
as nine hundred acres. He also purchased a three hundred acre farm. M r .  
WIT also discusses the building of the Experimntal Road. 

Mr. and Mrs. WIT re t i red  from fanning i n  1968 and moved t o  a beautiful 
home in New Berlin, I l l ino i s ,  which they themselves planned and bui l t .  

Readers of this ora l  bistory ~ m i r  should bear in mind that it i s  a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that  the interviewer, narrator and 
editor  sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational s ty le  tha t  is 
inherent i n  such his tor ica l  sources. Sangamon State University is not 
responsible fo r  the factual accuracy of the memir, nor for  views ex- 
pressed therein; these are fo r  the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript m y  be read, quoted and ci ted freely. It may not be 
reproduced In whole o r  i n  part by any mans, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission In w13t i r -g  f r o m  the Oral Wstory Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, I l l ino i s ,  62708. 



G e o m  W. k, Sr., New Berlin, I l l inois .  
Jane E. Knepler, Interviewer. 

Q. M r .  Marr, w i l l  you t e l l  me about working on the Bates Experimntal 
Road? 

A. Well, 1 worked in  the spring un t i l  April, and then I got a job . I 
went up and talked t o  the f o r e m ,  and he set a date for  me t o  corn back. 
And so I went back, and he said was I ready t o  go t o  work. And I said, 
"Yes. I' 

So he put me on a wheelbmw, the first work I done, and then I helped 
haul brick. They came i n  on the ra i lmad  down a t  Bates. I wan Bates 
Depot on the siding, and we hauled it back and up along the road past with 
the bflck. And then we hauled sand and we hauled a l l  the road material, 
you know, that  they took t o  go. And then, of course, we got back up there 
and went t o  work. 

Well, I had a wheelbaurow, and I hauled the sand and dunrped it i n  the 
mixer. It was fixed across the road fourteen feet  wide. That was the 
width of the road. And they'd dwnp in the cemnt and the sand and the 
gravel, and they'd mix that .  And then right behind it where they l e t  
the concrete come out, it smoothed it off as it went along. Well, some 
that  was covered up and soms of it wasn't on the t e s t  plot,  you see, t o  
see which one could stand the sunshine and which one would dry quicker, 
and which one was stronger. 

Q. What would they use t o  cover i t ?  

A. Well, they used, I 1d  say, kFnd of l ike  a tarpaulin, you know, or tent  
material. And then they'd leave that  on there un t i l  it dried. And then, 
of course, as they moved on, they'd change and they'd put so much concrete 
down, and then the bricklayers would come along and lay  brick on there, 
a f f e r e n t  sizes and different lengths. And then they'd go fo r  several 
feet .  I couldnl t recal l  just exactly how fee t ,  but it would be, 
myway, a hundred fee t  o r  more that  these plots would be bu i l t ,  you see. 
And then, they'd take and then turn just the opposite way. They'd put the 
brick d m  first and then they1 d put the concrete over that .  

Q. You man they used the brick as a base? 

A. As a base. They bried it both ways, and then they'd come on d m ,  and 
then they'd put in another just solid concrete. Well, it was mixed i n  
different forms, you see. O f  course, I can't answer what form it was, I 
didnl t know. I was just a laboring man there loading a wheelbarrow and 
helping t o  build the road, you see. 

Q. In some places did they put a layer of concrete and brick on top it? 
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A. That's right.  And then they'd put more than one. That way, you 
see, they had brick with different sizes. l'Q judgement now m y  be a l i t t l e  
w r o n g ,  but those bricks, there must have been a dozen different s ize  brick 
and different kind of brick that  they put d m ,  you see. But then the 
largest one was eleven-pound br4ck that  they put d m  one, and then they 
put concrete over it, and then they put it on top of the concrete. And it 
was different kind of concrete. There w a s  two or  three experiments, and 
tha t ' s  the way they went along where I worked, you see. 

Q. You said they hauled the materials &an the Bates siding out t o  the 
s i t e .  You didn't carry tha t  a l l  the way by wheelbamow, did you? 

A. Well, no. They hauled it out and duped it along the side as they 
corn forward, you see. And they lmowed about how many loads of sand o r  
wave1 or  cement. And they'd pack it along the side. Then here would corn 
the machine and the people. Well, we'd take the wheebmw and roll it 
in to  t h i s  mlxer. And it would mix it a l l  up and then It would go. We had 
this: thing, leveler, ri&t on the behind with a gas lohe  engine, a small 
gasoline engine that  kept it working, smoothing it out. And they'd move 
on down, you see. Until then we'd have the hoppers fill of the sand and 
gravel and cement again for  another move, you see. 

Q. Md they use trucks o r  wagons with horses t o  haul the materials? 

A. Well now, they used most of the l i t t le  trucks, the smaller trucks. 
But they did use these steel-wheeled tractors  when they bu i l t  it up. Then 
they took and smoothed it down with the t rac tor  some. But you see those, 
well they Wnd of busted up, and they drug some with horses, four horses 
on a regular old road-grader, you see. A drag, I' d say. 

Q. A drag, that  's somthing l ike  a harrow? 

A. Well, yes. It's just  l ike  the townships use, you know, before they 
ever got any o i l .  You see they'd put four horses onto a s t e e l  drag, you 
know, made out of iron. And then they had a board across it, and you 
stood on it and rode and drove your four horses. Just l ike  we did i n  the 
township, see. For there wasn't no o i l  then pmduced a t  a l l .  

Q. How wide would th i s  drag be? 

A. It wojrlld be about seven fee t  or  eight fee t  wide. Seven feet,  that 
would be more l ike  that.  

Q. And then about how deep would it be? 

A. Well, the width of it and then the side would be about, well, t h e e ,  
three and half feet  wide, I'd cal l  it. And then the width of it would be 
seven feet.  And we'd go d m .  Of course, tha t ' s  not on t h i s  road that  
we're talking about. But then, tha t ' s  the kind of drags they used with 
horses. And then they drug with the t rac tor  most of the t i m e  un t i l  they 
wanted ft real smooth, and then they put the horses on it. So they wouldn'k 
t e a r  the s o i l  a11 up, you see, and they kept it packed d m  so, until they 
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got it ready t o  pour the m t e f i a l ,  the concrete and brick t o  come on. 

Q. When you were working there, where did you live? 

A. I lived with rrgr bmther,  lived fl&t there at Bates. Just  north of 
Bates elevators. I walked t o  rry work every morning and walked back. O f  
c o m e ,  it wasn't too fa?. Well, it was quite a l i t t l e  ways when i t ' s  up 
i n  the center of the three miles. But tha t ' s  the way I got t o  work. And 
then the same way I ' d  come home af ter .  See I worked fkmnwhere Ll ived.  He 
lived r i g t n t  i n  Bates. Well, just  m&h of Bates there. And I boazded with 
him, and I worked there on the road building. 

Q. Had you worked for  sorreone e l se  before you star ted working on the road? 

A. Yes, brother s tar ted farming. And I worked un t i l  we l a id  by the corn. 
That's what they called it back i n  them days. And so, when he got through 
that ,  well, I put i n  rr~7 application for the job on help building t h i s  
road. And, well, I'll say three days the fellow told me t o  corn t o  work. 
And so I did, and then I stayed there until-well, I can't recall the 
date correct, but it w a s  along way up i n  the l a t e  f a l l ,  October, o r  the 
first of November. 

Q. Do you know what year that  was? 

A. That was, well, I think it was 1919. I believe that ' s  correct when 
they put that  i n  there. Of course, they star ted before tha t ,  you see. In 
the year before tha t ,  and when I went on, the road was, well, I judge it t o  
be one mile of it finished, you how. And then two miles I helped with 
not exactly a l l  of that .  *en I left  there, they w a s  getting pretty close 
t o  the end of the three miles. 

Q. What do you mean when you say the corn was "laid by?" 

A. Well, they called it those days, back when they used horses. They 
plowed the corn three times. When they plowed it the,,third tim, they 
called it the laying by. And so, I picked it up fkwn the old people. 
And that ' s  what I called it. 

Q. They man that  they m finished with the cultivation? 

A. Flnished with the cultivation of the corn. You see, then they didn't 
bother it unt i l  it went t+-they called it shucking corn then, you see. 
Shucking corn, when the corn matured, got dry e n o m ,  they went t o  shuck- 
ing corn and hauling it i n  and scoopfng it in to  bins, i n  the ears, see. 
Nowadays, they'd go out and they'd take t he i r  corn shel ler  and they a l l  
shelled the corn and they dmp it in the truck and haul it t o  the eleva- 
tors. A11 shelled, it ainl t i n  the ears mymore. 

Q. What w a s  the hardest work tha t  you had t o  do while you were on . . . 
A. On the mad. Well, the hardest was t o  be unloading som of those 
eleven-pound bricks. I think they had two carloads of the e leven~pound~ 
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bricks and they had t o w ,  I called them, that  picked up four bricks. 
And then you had t o  hand them out t o  the fellow on the l i t t l e  truck t o  
take and move them up there. And I done that  for several days. And of 
c o m e ,  tha t  was forty-four pounds of weight there that  you had t o  pick 
up and hand it over t o  the other fellow for  him t o  load it on h i s  wagon or  
truck, you see. To haul up f o r  the f e l l m s  would be laying the b ~ i c k  for  
the road construction. 

Q. How did you happen t o  quit  work at the time that  you did? 

A. Well, when we got down close t o  the end, they was going t o   la^ off 
so many. They was about ready t o  f inish the job, you see. And so, I 
then had a job t o  go t o  shucking corn, tha t ' s  what we called it then. And 
so, I quit  on rry own mdt .  I didnl t give them a chance t o  lay me off.  I 
just went where I could get another job. I knew it was godng t o  soon be 
over there. So then I hunted another job, you see. And it was about a 
month l a t e r  till the end of the three miles was t o  dry. 

Then they star ted the next spring-I believe I ' m  right. ?hey loaded these 
smaller trucks wfth heavy weight, a l l  it could stand. And they run them 
ni&t and day, t o  t e s t  the road out. I think they l e t  it stand there till 
the next April, I believe, is when the trucks s tar ted  rol l ing on this road 
a f t e r  it went through one winter, you see. And then they st-ed t o  wear 
the mad out. Well, of course, it went on then. 

I left  there and went back t o  Kentucky. And, of course, I f e l l  in love 
with a girl, and we m i e d ,  and we stayed around there awhile and we 
didn't think there was going t o  be, t o  make a living there, and get ahead. 
(phone r ings) SO, I had two brothers here in  the S ta te  of I l l ino i s ,  you 
see. And I wrote t o  one of them t o  get me a job. So he did. And so we 
c a m  here, and we've been here ever since. Fifty-three years. 
. - 

O f  c o m e ,  I went t o  work by the month. And fkom that  I got t o  farming, 
renting the farm. And then it got bu i l t  on up and the years passed, 
and I got t o  farming heavy back i n  World W a r  11. I w a s  fanning around 
eight hundred acres.. And of c o m e ,  I had good luck, and the prices was 
good. And so then I finally i n  1956 o r  1958, I b o w t  a fm of three 
hundred acres. And then, I [was] there, a f t e r  [that, unt i l ]  I' d say i n  
about 1968.1 quit al l  together. And son went t o  farming place there. 
And so then, I mved t o  New B e r l i n .  

Q. When you worked on the road, did you consider the pay that  you got 
there good wage? 

A. Well, it was at that  tim, but it wouldn't be mch these days. 

Q. Do you rember what they paid? 

A. Well, they paid, i f  I worked seven days, I got thirty-seven dallars 
for  seven days work. And i f  I just worked s i x  days--of course you worked 
s i x  days on that  road--well, you got twenty. Well, you got time and a 
half i f  you worked on Sunday. And then I woxlked on Sunday and I think it 
mved, it was forty-one o r  forty-two dollars a week i f  I worked the seven 
fill days, fo r  they paid t h  and a half o r  a l i t t l e  m r e  for  the Sunday 
work. And that ' s  the way the price was some of those days, back.. . 
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Q. While you were working doing farm work at about that  tlm, about how 
mch were you paid? 

A. Well, when I w a s  worldng on the farm, I star ted i n  at t h i r t y ,  t h i r t y -  
f ive dollam a month. O f  course, I got two cows t o  mLU and I got w 
hogs t o  hutcher fo r  meat. And we got a large garden spot; but then, 
another fellow came along. And he had owned several elevators, you know, 
grain elevators, but he bought a five-hundred acre farm. So then he 
wanted to,  he never had been on the farm only just been on them, too, but 
never had any operation o r  any experience a t  a l l  Tanning. So, he came t o  
rn and wondering i f  I would be interested i n  a job. And I said, well, I 
would i f  everything's dmy. 

So, he went t o  t e l l i ng  me a l l  what he wanted done, cleaned up and every- 
thing. And so then, we gat on t o  him, I said, ''Now what are you figuring 
on paying m for  changing jobs?" And he said, "Well, how much do you 
want?" I said, tWell, I want a l o t  more than I ' m  g e t t h g  where I ' m  a t ,  
fo r  I ' m  working fo r  good people. And I enjoy living i n  Bates, I l l inois .  " 
And now he said, "Well, I' 11 just d o d l e  your wages. " I said, "Well, that  
sounds pre t ty  good." 

Q. Who did you work for  i n  Bates? 

A. Well, I worked for  old man Ed Taylor. %at w a s  Evan Taylorts father. 
Well, I worked there, I belfeve it w a s  four years. And then, t h i s  other 
farm was mre t o  2 t .  

Q. IXLd you also get your mat and your garden and your house when you 
worked fo r  M r .  mist?. 

A. Yes. We got milk and the cows and the m a t  and the house free. 

Q. What sort of house did they provide you with? 

A. Well, it was one of these older-time type houses now. There was two- 
story. It [was] over at Twist!s.that place was. And then a t  Bates now, 
it was jus t  a five-room house. It's still  there. And the other one, of 
course, i s  gone where I lived in on the Wst farm. But, it had a stair- 
way upstalrs of two o r  three rooms; the s m  way dmmstairs. And of course, 
that  was still  in New Berlin Townshrip. It w a s  near Prouty out heye. It 
w a s  where h is  farm is. Then, they went on the way that  I worked fbr four 
years by the mnth like that .  Then he wanted t o  know i f  I ' d  farm it, you 
know, E hi re  the E n ,  and 1'11 go ahead. So we apeed on that.  

So then, it come along, the  reason I left  there a f t e r  nine years, I ' d  
been there, well, the g o v e m n t  come along, and if you left out so much 
ground and you put some grass or something on it and rrm it off, they gave 
you a paymnt. Well, I had l a id  fif'ty acres off .  And of course, I mowed 
it off when the stuff begin t o  weed and stuff and took cam of it. Well, 
at the end of that ,  they sent out the g o v e m n t  checks, you know. So I 
had almst nine hundred dollars. I had the check, it said t o  me. 

Well, they sent him one too. So, he ccanes out and he said, "Md you get 
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a check?" And I said, "Yes. 'I And he said, 'Well, tha t ' s  rr~y check. " 
I said, "It didn't have your narne on it." (chuckles) And so, one word 
brought on another. And so, I said t o  him, I said, 'Well now, you're not 
going t o  get t h i s  check. The government had sent it t o  George Mam, and 
he's the one tha t ' s  going t o  put it i n  the bank." And so we f e u  out 
there. We just dissolved. And he said he'd farm it himelf .  

So then, w e l l ,  I went t o  looking and finally rented 160 acres i n  C m a n  
Township. And fmm then on, the next year I rented a l o t  more ground. 
And it just  kept clirrbing on up urki l  I ' d  got about, well, it was over 
900 acres of land. But there w a s  pasture there, and I had 750 acres t o  
crop, you how, t o  produce the grain. And then from that ,  then I bought 
the fam, and then I f m d  on some more. And then I l e t  some of the 
other land go back t o  the owner. !Then when I quit, I just had three hun- 
dred and  so^ acres of land. 

Q. When you star ted fanning on your own, on about f ive hundred acres, did 
you have any t ractors  or  did you use mostly horses? 

A. No, when I s tar ted  on own, I had one t rac tor  and four horses. And 
I farrmed that  one year. And then the t ractors  begin t o  core in. So then 
I got two kractors, and then I had t o  have two straiat lnen when I was 
fanning a l l  of the other ground. Well, then I had four. t ractors ,  A l l i s -  
Chalmers W-C. And so, I kept two E n  steady, and the price tha t  I paid 
for  them was about thirty-five or  t h i r t y - e l a t  dollars a mnth. And of 
course, I give them just l ike  had been @ve t o  me when I worked by the 
mnth . 
Q. When you came back t o  I l l ino i s ,  w e r e  they s t i l l  test ing the Bates 
Road? 

A.  No, they had that  completed when we c a m  back. They'd done tested it 
out, you see. And they was s ta r t ing  t o  build the road then, you see. Now, 
I can't say whether the first mad on from Bates, I believe it was t o  New 
Berlin here, o r  hami ,  one. Naw I've forgot that .  I don't remember. 
But tha t ' s  where they put the f irst  hard road. And from then on it went t o  
gowing heavy, you know, and it wasn't long un t i l  they had it plwnb on 
throu@ t o  Jacksonville. 

Q. How did they get the water out t o  the s i t e  of the Experimental Road 
t o  a x  the concrete? 

A. Well, they went t o  people's wells, you how, and pmqed the water 
out of the wells, and hauled it i n  a tank and then decided when they needed 
water, you see. So tha t ' s  the w a y  they done the water s i tuat ion then. And 
well, everything w a s  hauled by trucks, you know, ri@t the railroad, 
and well, of course, the water w a s  got f r o m  some of the farmers' wells, 
you know, the ones that  would let them get the water, you see. 

Q. Do you know any of the farmers tha t  they went t o  fo r  water? 

A. No, I d m t t  believe I do. There was George . . . No, I was going t o  
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say . . . It must have been old rrm Ed Taylor. I believe they got som 
off of his farm there at Bates. But I couldn't t e l l  just  exactly what 
well it would have been. I wasn '. t on thak j ob , you know. Some other 
fellows w a s  going getting the water and I w a s  on, helping the supplying, 
helping mix the concrete, and waiting on the bricklayers. That was kind 
of rq~  job on the Experimental. And evening corn, you hew you'd done a 
day' s work. (chuckles ) 

Q. How rnany howls a day did you work? 

A. Well, you worked f r o m  nine t o  ten hours every day, there wasn't no 
union then whatsoever, and you worked un t i l  they said, "&uft.'' They took 
chaqe over you, see, and of course, I never did get any extra f o r  over- 
time work. But; I did work somtines , anyway, almost an hour Porn the t h  
they was supposed t o  quit .  They'd lack a l i t t l e  so mch, and have it mixed 
up i n  t h i s  mixer, you how. And they'd want t o  clean it all out for  the 
next day. And sometimes, the ones tha t  w a s  doing som other work, why, 
they quit a t t h e  regular hour, you how, f ive o'clock o r  s o m t h h g  l ike  
that, whatever hour it was at tha t  date. But, where you w a s  working on 
that  d x e r ,  why then of c o m e ,  there' d be so much, and they'd have t o  
clean it out. And somtimes it would take anyway th i r ty  wdnutes o r  three 
quarters of an hour when you would get that  out so it would be clean fo r  
morning, you see. 

Q. But you would get overtime for Sundays? 

A. Yes, they'd pay you tFme and a half for  Sunday. That's where you 
picked up the extra money. 

Q. When you s tar ted  farming on your own, did you have a bet ter  type of 
house than when you were working fo r  soreone else? 

A. No, i n  a l l  we've lived in three houses i n  f i f t y  years. You see, I 
lived there at Bates, and then a t  Twist's and then over on the . . . Well, 
theretd been the fourth house before we moved here. And they w a s  a l l  ex- 
cept one, there at Bates, two-story houses. But, the first bathroom or  
running water we had w a s  in ,  I believe it was 1938, that  I got a furnace 
put i n  the house and got sane running water, and that's the f i r s t  of that .  

Q. What made it possible fo r  you t o  have running water, that  you hadn't 
had it before? 

A. Well, you had t o  go t o  the well and dwaw it up and camy it in, you 
see. You see for  years and years, people back i n  those days, the rmjority 
of people didn't have muunfng water. A l l  they had, they went out t o  t he i r  
well and pwrrped t he i r  water-and then camied it i n  the kitchen o r  wherever 
it was. And that  was ,  well, the majority of people had done that .  Of 
course, some of the people would have more. Then they begin i n  the l a t e r  
years, you know, putting the water pumps i n  the well and running it in to  
the house. And a l l  they had--well, forty years back or  f i f t y ,  they went 
out and pumped the water and carried it i n  the house t o  the kitchen i n  a 
bucket. And that ' s  the way, they didn't have no sink o r  holder. They had 
t o  have a bucket o r  something l ike  that .  Now the majority of people, 
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tha t ' s  the way they operated. 

Q. Did you have e lec t r ic i ty  when you pizt. the water i n  the house? 

A. Yes. You see, when we mved i n  C m a n  Township, that  w a s  the fimt 
e lec t r ic i ty .  That was 1938. I believe tha t ' s  right. Well, of course, 
I t  wasnt t long unt i l  they got the flumace put in.  We was using the stoves 
then, and then we put i n  the f'urnace. And then it wasn't long un t i l  
they put i n  mulning water. And from that  time+on, we had rwmiw water 
and a bathroom and a l l  too. 

But all the years back from the t im I was old enough t o  know anything, 
people didn't have no rest mom OY anything. They had t o  go out, they had 
back dawn i n  the corner, a l i t t l e  building like that, you know. 

Q. For a t o i l e t ?  

A. Zhat's piat. It wasn't only one family. It was all of them. I never 
seen,-uAiless it was i n  som of the bigger c i t i e s ,  you see, they had the . . . 
but, I ' m  speaking of the fanners and the farm people. Now there w a s  years 
there tha t  they never thought about only going out t o  the rest room out- 
side, you know. And the same way, they'd go out and cut the wood or  camy 
in coal. That was t he i r  heat. And tha t ' s  the way [it] went on i n  those 

Q. Where did you get your coal f o r  your stoves? 

A. Coal. Well, we took two horses when I lived there at Bates, I l l ino i s .  
And I hauled coal f'rom the coal mines fYom Springfield w i t h  two horses 
and a wagon. And of course, we went north of Bates, and then went east ,  
and then come back a l i t t l e  south and then went on t o  the coal mine there, 
well, I ' d  say it 's on 31 now, the rimer of the road, -you see; the coal 
mine riat there past the shopping center now, you know, up there. 

A. Yes, 36. And then I wasn't the only one, everybody e lse . .  . . Now, 
sometjme, they would get a carload of coal would come i n  on the railroad, 
you know. And people wogd go there and haul it i n  wagons back t o  t he i r  
hones. 

Q. Would it come t o  Bates? 

A. It would come on the carload and then the people would haul it f k o m  
Bates, you how. And well, then the same way i n  New Berlin, too, you see. 
And the$ of course, these mines, like, well there was sow close, and 
then they g p t  t o  going t o  the mine i t s e l f  and getting it. When we lived 
on the TwZst farm, there was a fellow lived here i n  New Berlin, Howard 
P e w ;  and he'd get a cwload of Kentucky coal, and the f m r s  would come 
i n  and haul it on the wagon t o  t he i r  horn. 

Q. Did they consider that  superior t o  local  coal? 






























