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PREFACE 

This m u s c r i p t  is the product of a tape-recorded Interview conducted 
by Jane E. Knepler fo r  the Oral History Office on July 17, 1975. Jane 
E. Knepler transcribed the tape and edited the transcript.  George W. 
Marr , Sr . yeviewed the transcript.  

This is one of a ser ies  of tapes made on a project about the building 
and test ing of the Bates Experimntal Road. ?Ihe I l l ino i s  Legislature 
approved t h i s  mad before the United States became involved in World War I, 
but the actual road constmctim did not begin un t i l  the w m  ended. 
Construction took place during two surrmers, and test ing lasted un t i l  
l a t e  in 1922. D e l e ~ t i o n s  f h m  other states and f o r e i p  nations often 
visit@d this  site.  Data recorded during the test ing was used i n  deter- 
mining materials fo r  all early hard mad construction, not only i n  
Illinois-but nationwide and worldwide. 

George W. Mmr, Sr., was born i n  Greensburg, Kentuclg, on June 24, 1902. 
A s  a young man he came t o  Bates, I l l ino i s ,  and he worked as a farm 
laborer for several years before renting his own land. Due t o  h i s  hard 
wo~k, t h r i f t y  ways, and good business sense, he finally farmed as many 
as nine hundred acres. He also purchased a three hundred acre farm. M r .  
WIT also discusses the building of the Experimntal Road. 

Mr. and Mrs. WIT re t i red  from fanning i n  1968 and moved t o  a beautiful 
home in New Berlin, I l l ino i s ,  which they themselves planned and bui l t .  

Readers of this ora l  bistory ~ m i r  should bear in mind that it i s  a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that  the interviewer, narrator and 
editor  sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational s ty le  tha t  is 
inherent i n  such his tor ica l  sources. Sangamon State University is not 
responsible fo r  the factual accuracy of the memir, nor for  views ex- 
pressed therein; these are fo r  the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript m y  be read, quoted and ci ted freely. It may not be 
reproduced In whole o r  i n  part by any mans, electronic or mechanical, 
without permission In w13t i r -g  f r o m  the Oral Wstory Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, I l l ino i s ,  62708. 



G e o m  W. k, Sr., New Berlin, I l l inois .  
Jane E. Knepler, Interviewer. 

Q. M r .  Marr, w i l l  you t e l l  me about working on the Bates Experimntal 
Road? 

A. Well, 1 worked in  the spring un t i l  April, and then I got a job . I 
went up and talked t o  the f o r e m ,  and he set a date for  me t o  corn back. 
And so I went back, and he said was I ready t o  go t o  work. And I said, 
"Yes. I' 

So he put me on a wheelbmw, the first work I done, and then I helped 
haul brick. They came i n  on the ra i lmad  down a t  Bates. I wan Bates 
Depot on the siding, and we hauled it back and up along the road past with 
the bflck. And then we hauled sand and we hauled a l l  the road material, 
you know, that  they took t o  go. And then, of course, we got back up there 
and went t o  work. 

Well, I had a wheelbaurow, and I hauled the sand and dunrped it i n  the 
mixer. It was fixed across the road fourteen feet  wide. That was the 
width of the road. And they'd dwnp in the cemnt and the sand and the 
gravel, and they'd mix that .  And then right behind it where they l e t  
the concrete come out, it smoothed it off as it went along. Well, some 
that  was covered up and soms of it wasn't on the t e s t  plot,  you see, t o  
see which one could stand the sunshine and which one would dry quicker, 
and which one was stronger. 

Q. What would they use t o  cover i t ?  

A. Well, they used, I 1d  say, kFnd of l ike  a tarpaulin, you know, or tent  
material. And then they'd leave that  on there un t i l  it dried. And then, 
of course, as they moved on, they'd change and they'd put so much concrete 
down, and then the bricklayers would come along and lay  brick on there, 
a f f e r e n t  sizes and different lengths. And then they'd go fo r  several 
feet .  I couldnl t recal l  just exactly how fee t ,  but it would be, 
myway, a hundred fee t  o r  more that  these plots would be bu i l t ,  you see. 
And then, they'd take and then turn just the opposite way. They'd put the 
brick d m  first and then they1 d put the concrete over that .  

Q. You man they used the brick as a base? 

A. As a base. They bried it both ways, and then they'd come on d m ,  and 
then they'd put in another just solid concrete. Well, it was mixed i n  
different forms, you see. O f  course, I can't answer what form it was, I 
didnl t know. I was just a laboring man there loading a wheelbarrow and 
helping t o  build the road, you see. 

Q. In some places did they put a layer of concrete and brick on top it? 
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A. That's right.  And then they'd put more than one. That way, you 
see, they had brick with different sizes. l'Q judgement now m y  be a l i t t l e  
w r o n g ,  but those bricks, there must have been a dozen different s ize  brick 
and different kind of brick that  they put d m ,  you see. But then the 
largest one was eleven-pound br4ck that  they put d m  one, and then they 
put concrete over it, and then they put it on top of the concrete. And it 
was different kind of concrete. There w a s  two or  three experiments, and 
tha t ' s  the way they went along where I worked, you see. 

Q. You said they hauled the materials &an the Bates siding out t o  the 
s i t e .  You didn't carry tha t  a l l  the way by wheelbamow, did you? 

A. Well, no. They hauled it out and duped it along the side as they 
corn forward, you see. And they lmowed about how many loads of sand o r  
wave1 or  cement. And they'd pack it along the side. Then here would corn 
the machine and the people. Well, we'd take the wheebmw and roll it 
in to  t h i s  mlxer. And it would mix it a l l  up and then It would go. We had 
this: thing, leveler, ri&t on the behind with a gas lohe  engine, a small 
gasoline engine that  kept it working, smoothing it out. And they'd move 
on down, you see. Until then we'd have the hoppers fill of the sand and 
gravel and cement again for  another move, you see. 

Q. Md they use trucks o r  wagons with horses t o  haul the materials? 

A. Well now, they used most of the l i t t le  trucks, the smaller trucks. 
But they did use these steel-wheeled tractors  when they bu i l t  it up. Then 
they took and smoothed it down with the t rac tor  some. But you see those, 
well they Wnd of busted up, and they drug some with horses, four horses 
on a regular old road-grader, you see. A drag, I' d say. 

Q. A drag, that  's somthing l ike  a harrow? 

A. Well, yes. It's just  l ike  the townships use, you know, before they 
ever got any o i l .  You see they'd put four horses onto a s t e e l  drag, you 
know, made out of iron. And then they had a board across it, and you 
stood on it and rode and drove your four horses. Just l ike  we did i n  the 
township, see. For there wasn't no o i l  then pmduced a t  a l l .  

Q. How wide would th i s  drag be? 

A. It wojrlld be about seven fee t  or  eight fee t  wide. Seven feet,  that 
would be more l ike  that.  

Q. And then about how deep would it be? 

A. Well, the width of it and then the side would be about, well, t h e e ,  
three and half feet  wide, I'd cal l  it. And then the width of it would be 
seven feet.  And we'd go d m .  Of course, tha t ' s  not on t h i s  road that  
we're talking about. But then, tha t ' s  the kind of drags they used with 
horses. And then they drug with the t rac tor  most of the t i m e  un t i l  they 
wanted ft real smooth, and then they put the horses on it. So they wouldn'k 
t e a r  the s o i l  a11 up, you see, and they kept it packed d m  so, until they 
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got it ready t o  pour the m t e f i a l ,  the concrete and brick t o  come on. 

Q. When you were working there, where did you live? 

A. I lived with rrgr bmther,  lived fl&t there at Bates. Just  north of 
Bates elevators. I walked t o  rry work every morning and walked back. O f  
c o m e ,  it wasn't too fa?. Well, it was quite a l i t t l e  ways when i t ' s  up 
i n  the center of the three miles. But tha t ' s  the way I got t o  work. And 
then the same way I ' d  come home af ter .  See I worked fkmnwhere Ll ived.  He 
lived r i g t n t  i n  Bates. Well, just  m&h of Bates there. And I boazded with 
him, and I worked there on the road building. 

Q. Had you worked for  sorreone e l se  before you star ted working on the road? 

A. Yes, brother s tar ted farming. And I worked un t i l  we l a id  by the corn. 
That's what they called it back i n  them days. And so, when he got through 
that ,  well, I put i n  rr~7 application for the job on help building t h i s  
road. And, well, I'll say three days the fellow told me t o  corn t o  work. 
And so I did, and then I stayed there until-well, I can't recall the 
date correct, but it w a s  along way up i n  the l a t e  f a l l ,  October, o r  the 
first of November. 

Q. Do you know what year that  was? 

A. That was, well, I think it was 1919. I believe that ' s  correct when 
they put that  i n  there. Of course, they star ted before tha t ,  you see. In 
the year before tha t ,  and when I went on, the road was, well, I judge it t o  
be one mile of it finished, you how. And then two miles I helped with 
not exactly a l l  of that .  *en I left  there, they w a s  getting pretty close 
t o  the end of the three miles. 

Q. What do you mean when you say the corn was "laid by?" 

A. Well, they called it those days, back when they used horses. They 
plowed the corn three times. When they plowed it the,,third tim, they 
called it the laying by. And so, I picked it up fkwn the old people. 
And that ' s  what I called it. 

Q. They man that  they m finished with the cultivation? 

A. Flnished with the cultivation of the corn. You see, then they didn't 
bother it unt i l  it went t+-they called it shucking corn then, you see. 
Shucking corn, when the corn matured, got dry e n o m ,  they went t o  shuck- 
ing corn and hauling it i n  and scoopfng it in to  bins, i n  the ears, see. 
Nowadays, they'd go out and they'd take t he i r  corn shel ler  and they a l l  
shelled the corn and they dmp it in the truck and haul it t o  the eleva- 
tors. A11 shelled, it ainl t i n  the ears mymore. 

Q. What w a s  the hardest work tha t  you had t o  do while you were on . . . 
A. On the mad. Well, the hardest was t o  be unloading som of those 
eleven-pound bricks. I think they had two carloads of the e leven~pound~ 
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bricks and they had t o w ,  I called them, that  picked up four bricks. 
And then you had t o  hand them out t o  the fellow on the l i t t l e  truck t o  
take and move them up there. And I done that  for several days. And of 
c o m e ,  tha t  was forty-four pounds of weight there that  you had t o  pick 
up and hand it over t o  the other fellow for  him t o  load it on h i s  wagon or  
truck, you see. To haul up f o r  the f e l l m s  would be laying the b ~ i c k  for  
the road construction. 

Q. How did you happen t o  quit  work at the time that  you did? 

A. Well, when we got down close t o  the end, they was going t o   la^ off 
so many. They was about ready t o  f inish the job, you see. And so, I 
then had a job t o  go t o  shucking corn, tha t ' s  what we called it then. And 
so, I quit  on rry own mdt .  I didnl t give them a chance t o  lay me off.  I 
just went where I could get another job. I knew it was godng t o  soon be 
over there. So then I hunted another job, you see. And it was about a 
month l a t e r  till the end of the three miles was t o  dry. 

Then they star ted the next spring-I believe I ' m  right. ?hey loaded these 
smaller trucks wfth heavy weight, a l l  it could stand. And they run them 
ni&t and day, t o  t e s t  the road out. I think they l e t  it stand there till 
the next April, I believe, is when the trucks s tar ted  rol l ing on this road 
a f t e r  it went through one winter, you see. And then they st-ed t o  wear 
the mad out. Well, of course, it went on then. 

I left  there and went back t o  Kentucky. And, of course, I f e l l  in love 
with a girl, and we m i e d ,  and we stayed around there awhile and we 
didn't think there was going t o  be, t o  make a living there, and get ahead. 
(phone r ings) SO, I had two brothers here in  the S ta te  of I l l ino i s ,  you 
see. And I wrote t o  one of them t o  get me a job. So he did. And so we 
c a m  here, and we've been here ever since. Fifty-three years. 
. - 

O f  c o m e ,  I went t o  work by the month. And fkom that  I got t o  farming, 
renting the farm. And then it got bu i l t  on up and the years passed, 
and I got t o  farming heavy back i n  World W a r  11. I w a s  fanning around 
eight hundred acres.. And of c o m e ,  I had good luck, and the prices was 
good. And so then I finally i n  1956 o r  1958, I b o w t  a fm of three 
hundred acres. And then, I [was] there, a f t e r  [that, unt i l ]  I' d say i n  
about 1968.1 quit al l  together. And son went t o  farming place there. 
And so then, I mved t o  New B e r l i n .  

Q. When you worked on the road, did you consider the pay that  you got 
there good wage? 

A. Well, it was at that  tim, but it wouldn't be mch these days. 

Q. Do you rember what they paid? 

A. Well, they paid, i f  I worked seven days, I got thirty-seven dallars 
for  seven days work. And i f  I just worked s i x  days--of course you worked 
s i x  days on that  road--well, you got twenty. Well, you got time and a 
half i f  you worked on Sunday. And then I woxlked on Sunday and I think it 
mved, it was forty-one o r  forty-two dollars a week i f  I worked the seven 
fill days, fo r  they paid t h  and a half o r  a l i t t l e  m r e  for  the Sunday 
work. And that ' s  the way the price was some of those days, back.. . 
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Q. While you were working doing farm work at about that  tlm, about how 
mch were you paid? 

A. Well, when I w a s  worldng on the farm, I star ted i n  at t h i r t y ,  t h i r t y -  
f ive dollam a month. O f  course, I got two cows t o  mLU and I got w 
hogs t o  hutcher fo r  meat. And we got a large garden spot; but then, 
another fellow came along. And he had owned several elevators, you know, 
grain elevators, but he bought a five-hundred acre farm. So then he 
wanted to,  he never had been on the farm only just been on them, too, but 
never had any operation o r  any experience a t  a l l  Tanning. So, he came t o  
rn and wondering i f  I would be interested i n  a job. And I said, well, I 
would i f  everything's dmy. 

So, he went t o  t e l l i ng  me a l l  what he wanted done, cleaned up and every- 
thing. And so then, we gat on t o  him, I said, ''Now what are you figuring 
on paying m for  changing jobs?" And he said, "Well, how much do you 
want?" I said, tWell, I want a l o t  more than I ' m  g e t t h g  where I ' m  a t ,  
fo r  I ' m  working fo r  good people. And I enjoy living i n  Bates, I l l inois .  " 
And now he said, "Well, I' 11 just d o d l e  your wages. " I said, "Well, that  
sounds pre t ty  good." 

Q. Who did you work for  i n  Bates? 

A. Well, I worked for  old man Ed Taylor. %at w a s  Evan Taylorts father. 
Well, I worked there, I belfeve it w a s  four years. And then, t h i s  other 
farm was mre t o  2 t .  

Q. IXLd you also get your mat and your garden and your house when you 
worked fo r  M r .  mist?. 

A. Yes. We got milk and the cows and the m a t  and the house free. 

Q. What sort of house did they provide you with? 

A. Well, it was one of these older-time type houses now. There was two- 
story. It [was] over at Twist!s.that place was. And then a t  Bates now, 
it was jus t  a five-room house. It's still  there. And the other one, of 
course, i s  gone where I lived in on the Wst farm. But, it had a stair- 
way upstalrs of two o r  three rooms; the s m  way dmmstairs. And of course, 
that  was still  in New Berlin Townshrip. It w a s  near Prouty out heye. It 
w a s  where h is  farm is. Then, they went on the way that  I worked fbr four 
years by the mnth like that .  Then he wanted t o  know i f  I ' d  farm it, you 
know, E hi re  the E n ,  and 1'11 go ahead. So we apeed on that.  

So then, it come along, the  reason I left  there a f t e r  nine years, I ' d  
been there, well, the g o v e m n t  come along, and if you left out so much 
ground and you put some grass or something on it and rrm it off, they gave 
you a paymnt. Well, I had l a id  fif'ty acres off .  And of course, I mowed 
it off when the stuff begin t o  weed and stuff and took cam of it. Well, 
at the end of that ,  they sent out the g o v e m n t  checks, you know. So I 
had almst nine hundred dollars. I had the check, it said t o  me. 

Well, they sent him one too. So, he ccanes out and he said, "Md you get 
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a check?" And I said, "Yes. 'I And he said, 'Well, tha t ' s  rr~y check. " 
I said, "It didn't have your narne on it." (chuckles) And so, one word 
brought on another. And so, I said t o  him, I said, 'Well now, you're not 
going t o  get t h i s  check. The government had sent it t o  George Mam, and 
he's the one tha t ' s  going t o  put it i n  the bank." And so we f e u  out 
there. We just dissolved. And he said he'd farm it himelf .  

So then, w e l l ,  I went t o  looking and finally rented 160 acres i n  C m a n  
Township. And fmm then on, the next year I rented a l o t  more ground. 
And it just  kept clirrbing on up urki l  I ' d  got about, well, it was over 
900 acres of land. But there w a s  pasture there, and I had 750 acres t o  
crop, you how, t o  produce the grain. And then from that ,  then I bought 
the fam, and then I f m d  on some more. And then I l e t  some of the 
other land go back t o  the owner. !Then when I quit, I just had three hun- 
dred and  so^ acres of land. 

Q. When you star ted fanning on your own, on about f ive hundred acres, did 
you have any t ractors  or  did you use mostly horses? 

A. No, when I s tar ted  on own, I had one t rac tor  and four horses. And 
I farrmed that  one year. And then the t ractors  begin t o  core in. So then 
I got two kractors, and then I had t o  have two straiat lnen when I was 
fanning a l l  of the other ground. Well, then I had four. t ractors ,  A l l i s -  
Chalmers W-C. And so, I kept two E n  steady, and the price tha t  I paid 
for  them was about thirty-five or  t h i r t y - e l a t  dollars a mnth. And of 
course, I give them just l ike  had been @ve t o  me when I worked by the 
mnth . 
Q. When you came back t o  I l l ino i s ,  w e r e  they s t i l l  test ing the Bates 
Road? 

A.  No, they had that  completed when we c a m  back. They'd done tested it 
out, you see. And they was s ta r t ing  t o  build the road then, you see. Now, 
I can't say whether the first mad on from Bates, I believe it was t o  New 
Berlin here, o r  hami ,  one. Naw I've forgot that .  I don't remember. 
But tha t ' s  where they put the f irst  hard road. And from then on it went t o  
gowing heavy, you know, and it wasn't long un t i l  they had it plwnb on 
throu@ t o  Jacksonville. 

Q. How did they get the water out t o  the s i t e  of the Experimental Road 
t o  a x  the concrete? 

A. Well, they went t o  people's wells, you how, and pmqed the water 
out of the wells, and hauled it i n  a tank and then decided when they needed 
water, you see. So tha t ' s  the w a y  they done the water s i tuat ion then. And 
well, everything w a s  hauled by trucks, you know, ri@t the railroad, 
and well, of course, the water w a s  got f r o m  some of the farmers' wells, 
you know, the ones that  would let them get the water, you see. 

Q. Do you know any of the farmers tha t  they went t o  fo r  water? 

A. No, I d m t t  believe I do. There was George . . . No, I was going t o  
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say . . . It must have been old rrm Ed Taylor. I believe they got som 
off of his farm there at Bates. But I couldn't t e l l  just  exactly what 
well it would have been. I wasn '. t on thak j ob , you know. Some other 
fellows w a s  going getting the water and I w a s  on, helping the supplying, 
helping mix the concrete, and waiting on the bricklayers. That was kind 
of rq~  job on the Experimental. And evening corn, you hew you'd done a 
day' s work. (chuckles ) 

Q. How rnany howls a day did you work? 

A. Well, you worked f r o m  nine t o  ten hours every day, there wasn't no 
union then whatsoever, and you worked un t i l  they said, "&uft.'' They took 
chaqe over you, see, and of course, I never did get any extra f o r  over- 
time work. But; I did work somtines , anyway, almost an hour Porn the t h  
they was supposed t o  quit .  They'd lack a l i t t l e  so mch, and have it mixed 
up i n  t h i s  mixer, you how. And they'd want t o  clean it all out for  the 
next day. And sometimes, the ones tha t  w a s  doing som other work, why, 
they quit a t t h e  regular hour, you how, f ive o'clock o r  s o m t h h g  l ike  
that, whatever hour it was at tha t  date. But, where you w a s  working on 
that  d x e r ,  why then of c o m e ,  there' d be so much, and they'd have t o  
clean it out. And somtimes it would take anyway th i r ty  wdnutes o r  three 
quarters of an hour when you would get that  out so it would be clean fo r  
morning, you see. 

Q. But you would get overtime for Sundays? 

A. Yes, they'd pay you tFme and a half for  Sunday. That's where you 
picked up the extra money. 

Q. When you s tar ted  farming on your own, did you have a bet ter  type of 
house than when you were working fo r  soreone else? 

A. No, i n  a l l  we've lived in three houses i n  f i f t y  years. You see, I 
lived there at Bates, and then a t  Twist's and then over on the . . . Well, 
theretd been the fourth house before we moved here. And they w a s  a l l  ex- 
cept one, there at Bates, two-story houses. But, the first bathroom or  
running water we had w a s  in ,  I believe it was 1938, that  I got a furnace 
put i n  the house and got sane running water, and that's the f i r s t  of that .  

Q. What made it possible fo r  you t o  have running water, that  you hadn't 
had it before? 

A. Well, you had t o  go t o  the well and dwaw it up and camy it in, you 
see. You see for  years and years, people back i n  those days, the rmjority 
of people didn't have muunfng water. A l l  they had, they went out t o  t he i r  
well and pwrrped t he i r  water-and then camied it i n  the kitchen o r  wherever 
it was. And that  was ,  well, the majority of people had done that .  Of 
course, some of the people would have more. Then they begin i n  the l a t e r  
years, you know, putting the water pumps i n  the well and running it in to  
the house. And a l l  they had--well, forty years back or  f i f t y ,  they went 
out and pumped the water and carried it i n  the house t o  the kitchen i n  a 
bucket. And that ' s  the way, they didn't have no sink o r  holder. They had 
t o  have a bucket o r  something l ike  that .  Now the majority of people, 
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tha t ' s  the way they operated. 

Q. Did you have e lec t r ic i ty  when you pizt. the water i n  the house? 

A. Yes. You see, when we mved i n  C m a n  Township, that  w a s  the fimt 
e lec t r ic i ty .  That was 1938. I believe tha t ' s  right. Well, of course, 
I t  wasnt t long unt i l  they got the flumace put in.  We was using the stoves 
then, and then we put i n  the f'urnace. And then it wasn't long un t i l  
they put i n  mulning water. And from that  time+on, we had rwmiw water 
and a bathroom and a l l  too. 

But all the years back from the t im I was old enough t o  know anything, 
people didn't have no rest mom OY anything. They had t o  go out, they had 
back dawn i n  the corner, a l i t t l e  building like that, you know. 

Q. For a t o i l e t ?  

A. Zhat's piat. It wasn't only one family. It was all of them. I never 
seen,-uAiless it was i n  som of the bigger c i t i e s ,  you see, they had the . . . 
but, I ' m  speaking of the fanners and the farm people. Now there w a s  years 
there tha t  they never thought about only going out t o  the rest room out- 
side, you know. And the same way, they'd go out and cut the wood or  camy 
in coal. That was t he i r  heat. And tha t ' s  the way [it] went on i n  those 

Q. Where did you get your coal f o r  your stoves? 

A. Coal. Well, we took two horses when I lived there at Bates, I l l ino i s .  
And I hauled coal f'rom the coal mines fYom Springfield w i t h  two horses 
and a wagon. And of course, we went north of Bates, and then went east ,  
and then come back a l i t t l e  south and then went on t o  the coal mine there, 
well, I ' d  say it 's on 31 now, the rimer of the road, -you see; the coal 
mine riat there past the shopping center now, you know, up there. 

A. Yes, 36. And then I wasn't the only one, everybody e lse . .  . . Now, 
sometjme, they would get a carload of coal would come i n  on the railroad, 
you know. And people wogd go there and haul it i n  wagons back t o  t he i r  
hones. 

Q. Would it come t o  Bates? 

A. It would come on the carload and then the people would haul it f k o m  
Bates, you how. And well, then the same way i n  New Berlin, too, you see. 
And the$ of course, these mines, like, well there was sow close, and 
then they g p t  t o  going t o  the mine i t s e l f  and getting it. When we lived 
on the TwZst farm, there was a fellow lived here i n  New Berlin, Howard 
P e w ;  and he'd get a cwload of Kentucky coal, and the f m r s  would come 
i n  and haul it on the wagon t o  t he i r  horn. 

Q. Did they consider that  superior t o  local  coal? 
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A. Well, they thought it w a s ,  and they claimed they proved it out it 
w a s .  But it w a s  a l i t t le  h i a e r  priced, too, you see. It was warm. It 
w a s n ' t  a s  dwk a coal as we had here, you see. And of course, the heat. 
I how fo r  several yeam mat he done that  every f a l l .  He'd have it 
shipped i n  there and then people would c o w  i n  w i t h  t h e i r  wagons and haul 
it away. 

Q. Md they think.:.it w a s  be t ter  because it gave more heat o r  it wasn't 
so dirty? 

A. Well, it give more heat, and it wasn't so dirty, too. That's the way 
now, i n  t he i r  stoves, you know. People liked it bet ter ,  tha t ' s  a l l  I can 
say tha t  I hew about it. I didn't how it w a s  that  mch different,  but 
a l o t  used it. They thought it was, too. 

Q. Do you remember any mines closer by than Spchgfield? 

A. Any miners? 

Q. Any coal mines closer than Sprclngfeld? 

A. Well, when we l ived out here at Prouty, there was one just  south there 
about a half die. That 's where we hauled o w  coal f r o m .  And then, when 
I lived a tBa tes ,  of course, I hauled it From Springfield on 36, r ight  
there where you make the cumre on MacArothur, you how. There was one right 
on across the railroad them. And so I hauled it fromthere. But when 
we lived over in Prouty them pretty close, I hauled it from--Reynolds 
B r o t h e r s  operated it-and then they sold it Qo, I can't reca l l  h i s  name 
ri&t now. Well anyway, they sold it t o  another fellow, and he mu? it 
the rest of the time and Reynolds mved t o  Springfield. 

Q. Do you know when they quit  operating tha t  mine? 

A. No, I couldn't say &,st exactly when they quit  operating tha t  one 
there. It w a s ,  I :'unagine along about i n  the early f i f t i e s .  I think 
tha t  was when they quit  operating, that's when the Reynolds l e f t   the^ and 
maved t o  Springfield. And the other fellow that  bought it, he mu? it 
about a year and a half or  two years, and then they quit mining. 

Q. H m  many miners would that  smll rrii.ne employ? 

A. Well, I judge, now I don't how for  s u e ,  but it looked l ike  there's 
about s i x  o r  ei&t that worked there. I been down there p re t ty  l a t e  one 
evening, you know, when they was coming off f m m  work, but I never did 
count them or  I never t h o w t  much . . . but just guesshg that  would be 
about the lhit for  that  s ize  coal mine. 

Q. Md they work the year round mLning? 

A. Yes, they did. Well now, people would haul the coal for  the winter, 
you see, sometime thm@ the s m r ,  they'd go get a load and p u t i t  in 
the coal shed fo r  winter, you see. And I don't know whether they trucked 
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any away or  not. Now I couldn't answer tha t  question, but I don't know 
whether they did or  not. 

Q. Tnere w a s n ' t  a railroad there, was there? 

A. No, there wasn't no railroad at all.  A l l  the wagons and smll trucks, 
t ha t l s  . . . 
Q. Was that  a shaft  mine? 

A. Well, yes. You wan t o  go down, yes. 

Q. When you st-dd fanning for yourself did you keep l$vestock on y o u  
f m ?  

A. Yes. I kept livestock and then as I got more acreage, then I increased 
the livestock quite a b i t .  I went f r o m ,  w e l l ,  ca t t le ,  f b m  for ty  head 
up t o  one hundred head of every year of cattle. And then from hogs, for  
several years there, I had, say eight hundred has, anyway, fo r  the market 
every yeax. I was farming and had two mn with me. So we worked with the 
ca t t l e  and worked with the h o p  and raised quite a b i t .  

Q. Was the livestock your main source of income? 

A. Well, it helped out i f  you could, l lke  i f  you bought feeder ca t t l e  and 
you got the r Q h t  kind, and you got a margin on them, and you got an in- 
crease in  the pjdce. Well, of course, you made some prof i t  on the invest- 
ment, you see. And then, of course, the hogs, we'd take c a ~  of so many 
brood s m s  , you how. And then we'd take care of a l l  of them pretty good, 
and weld come out on them pretty good by raising my own hogs. 

Q. Did you keep the hogs and the ca t t l e  i n  the same feed lo t?  

A. Well, just some of the larger h o e  with the cattle, and the smaller 
ones was separated. I just kept enough In with the ca t t l e  fo r  the droppin@ 
and l ike  that  t o  keep cleaned up, you how, the corn and stuff . . . That's 
the way I done tha t .  I kept well, say f'mm 125 pound on up until they got 
ready t o  go t o  market. 

Q. You say fm the droppings, the hogs a t e  the ca t t l e  dropphgs u t i l iz ing 
the corn then tha t  the ca t t l e  didn't digest? 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  ~ i & t .  They kept a l l  that  cleaned up, see. No, I enjoyed 
fooling with ca t t l e  and h o p  and, of course, I had good luck and all. And 
everything worked out it :seemed l ike  i n  a good way and I never did have . . . 

END OF SIDE ONE 

Q. Did you buy your feeder ca t t l e  o r  did you raise them? 

A. Well, I raised some, but I b o w t  the biggest par t  of feeder ca t t le .  
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Q. Where did you buy them? 

A. Well, I bought them down i n  f i ssour i  and a few in Mansas, and then I 
bought sorne private, I man from some of the neighbors, you know. But 
the nlajority come from lMssouri. 

Q. Would mu make a t r i p  there t o  buy your cat t le? 

A. Yes. Yes, I would make a t r i p  there and then when I sold them I 
would send them t o  Chicago or  St .  Lam, and I would rmke a..trip w i t h  
them t o  see them sold. 

Q. Where in Missouri would you go t o  buy cat t le?  

A. Well, that ,  I can't reca l l  the town now, i t ' s  down there where that  col- 
lege--but, anyway, I can't recal l  the name of that town, different places 
would have these . . . 
Q. Rolla, maybe, o r  Mexico? 

A. Mexico. [Mrs. Marr whispers something t o  her husband] 

Q. Pardon, do you know? 

Nm. Mar: Well, some of the places was Salem, Mssou1-4, and we went 
t o  f i ve  different sales.  I went with him. But they were all different 
fkom Mexico. We went down towards Sullivan, down toward Rolla. Sullivan 
was one of the places. I forget the m ~ s  of the places, i t 's  been so long. 

Q. Tney were mre o r  less  small towns? 

* . Yes. 

A. Yes, and they had days that  they had special sales for  stock ca t t le ,  
you see. Now, just l ike, we  went down i n  PEssouri and there was f ive 
sales that  week. But, I took nly wife along with 1~63, and so we rented a 
motel, you h o w .  Well, I seen the manager and the trucker about hauling 
the ca t t l e  i f  I b o w t  sorne. So then, the trucker said i f  I bou&t ten 
here o r  five, whatever I wanted to,  held be at the next sa le  the next 
day t o  haul them. So, I'd buy mybe ten head of c a t t l e  at one place, 
and then another ten, and then mti l  I got a truck-traller load, you see. 
And s o ~ t i m e s  , well, then we Id wind up i n  f i s sowi ,  that  would be the 
fif'th sa le  that  week. And then, of course, we'd head fo r  home. I ' d  
c a l l  home and t e l l  qy boys that  the ca t t l e  was on t he i r  way, t o  take care 
of them. And then we came In  l a t e r  a f t e r  the sales was over, you see. 
But we went tha t  way for a few years. 

Q. What t h  of the year would you go? 

A. Well, it would be along i n  the early f a l l  l ike  that .  And then some- 
t h ~ s ,  of c o m e  In the spring of the year, too, you would have ca t t l e  
sales. They would send m a card, they had that  kind of organized fo r  
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these salesrren, you see. These ca t t l e  sales,  then they would send people 
cards, you know, the date when they was going t o  have these sales.  Then, 
you could figure on where you wanted t o  go. 

O f  course, w wife and m, well, we'd make it a kind of vacation, you 
see. We'd go t o  the first one s tar ted  d m  in Arkansas and then corn on 
back up. It would be one hundred miles o r  m e  hundred-f i f t y  [miles ] a p m ,  
you see. But, they would have a l l  of those lined out fo r  that  week. And, 
it was a good idea t o  have the different gades of ca t t l e  penned off, and 
they had so mny i n  that  one. They'd run f r o m  twelve hundred to, I believe 
it was, three thousand ca t t l e  at each sale,  you see. There was quite a 
few, but they had them a l l  separated being uniform, you see. And, they 
had the pens nwnbered, and then when you wanted t o  buy tha t  pen, well, 
you would bid on it, or  you had som mre, and you didn't get that  one. 
So, tha t ' s  the way the sa le  went on. 

Q. It was an auction? 

A. Auction sale,  tha t ' s  ri&t. 

Q. You s a d  somthing about a dinner bel l .  Could you t e l l  me about 
that? 

A. Well, when we first married, IE and wife's father w a s  talking 
about a dinner b e l l  that  he had, you see. And it w a s  old then, and he 
th ld  about getting it from his father  or  grandfather, something he said 
w a s  extra old, you know. Then it went on tha t  way. Well, of course, 
her mother passed away and then i n  a few years, her father did, too. Well, 
of course, he had  so^ mre of the pretty good-size family, you know. 
Well, he owned h i s  farm, and it was just sold and everything was, you 
see. So I didn't get t o  go t o  the sale,  but I to ld  one of w brother-in- 
laws, I said, '!Buy that  dinner b e l l  for  me." He said, "How much do you 
want t o  pay?" I said, 'knit pay no attention t o  that, have it knocked 
off on t o  re." So he did. O f  course, it wasn't too hi& a f t e r  all, but 
we st i l l  got the dinner bel l .  

Q. Do you remerrber how much it cost you? 

A. Yes, it was eight o r  nine dollars,  what it cost. 

Q. Did you bring that  dinner bell back t o  I l l inois?  

A. Oh, yes. It's out on the fann now. I f  you knew just exactly the 
years, it 's some of the f irst  one's come around, I imagine. 

Q. Exactly how did they use the dinner bel l?  

A. Well, they put them on a pole, you know. Then, you put a rope up on 
this b e l l  and then when dinner t im comes, the wife o r  d a w t e r ,  whoever's 
got the dinner, would go out and pull and Y4ng that  bel l .  And the people 
in the tobacco f ields or  the corn f ields,  well, they'd just stop the plow- 
ing with the horses or  mules. They'd stop and just corn r i @ t  on i n  and 
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eat your dinner, you see. Tney didn't go by the watches o r  clocks o r  
anything like that .  When they got dinner ready, why, they went out and 
rang tha t  be l l ,  you see. And that  ' s the way they operated back, years 
back ago. 

Q. Md the horses stay i n  the f i e l d  while you l e f t  them? 

A. No, you bmught the horses ; but, now I heard them talk about the= 
were a l o t  of mules waded, you how. And they said when the bel l  rang, 
the old mules would even stop and wouldn't w a n t  t o  go on across t o  the 
other end and turn mound and come back. They got on t o  it, they sald it 
was because the b e l l  rang. (chuckles) 

Q. You talked about picking corn smile ago, shucked corn. W i l l  you 
t e l l  me how you went about shucking corn and what the process was and how 
you brought it i n  f h n  the f ield? 

A. Well, the first thing that  you done when you got your wagon ready and 
your two horses, well, you put one side of your wagon box up, anyway four 
o r  five fee t  above the bed. And then yoywent t o  the f'ield and you picked 
two rows of corn and thrmed it against that  knock-board, they called it. 
And then when you turned around and come back, well, then you picked up 
those two that you'd knocked down by the wagon and you thrmed them in. 
And then you would make about your second round and then you was loaded, 
had practically forty o r  f i f ty bushel of corn, you see. And then you 
would come in, and you'd scoop it off in  the crib o r  b in  t o  wherever they 
wanted t o  put it or  whellever you could t o  put it, you see. 

Q. Did you use ,gloves o r  anything particular t o  husk corn? 

A. Well, they had, they c a l l  them mLttens. They wasn't no finger gloves, 
they was just a sol id glove, and you just  put your peg on tha t ,  you see, 
o r  your hook on it, you see, once you got the shuck started. Then you 
grab the end of the ear  and you just  t-ed it that  way, you see, i n  
ag&xt that siding on tha t  wagon, you see. It would be opposite the 
side that  you would be, it would be four feet  above the regular bed, you 
see. So you could just t h m  it t o  your right a l l  the time, you see. And 
then your team would walk and straddle the r o w ,  you see, and then, of 
c o m e ,  you' d holler,  'Inlhoa ! " or  "Get-up 1 tt when you1 d want them t o  mave 
up and Uke that .  

Q. You used the hook o r  the peg? 

A. Well, I used the hook the most of the t b ,  but I put them both on. 
The mjority of the people just used the peg. And sane used the hook. 

Q. Was t h i s  sorething you wore on top of your glove? 

A. Yes, tha t ' s  r ight .  

Q. And you used it fo r  what purpose? 

A. Well, you used ft t o  start the shuck on the corn, you see. So you 
could get hold of the ear,  so you could jerk it, break it off ,  and throw 
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it i n  the wagon, you see. So it would be clear  out of the shuck. 

Q. And the purpose of the knock-board w a s  t o  keep the corn f'rm going 
over the wagon? 

A. Yes. You see, i f  you didn't have it, just l ike  say four feet ,  when 
you thmwed it that  way, you see, why you didn't even have t o  look towards 
the wagon a f t e r  you picked so much corn. Learned that w e l l  you could ju s t  
throw your hand that  way, and it would h i t  that  b w d ,  you see, and fall 
down i n  your wagon box. It was hard work, and then when you came in ,  you 
would drive up i n  the crib o r  wherever they had fixed fo r  your corn; and 
then you had t o  take a corn scoop ard scoop that load of corn off.  And 
then, generally, the way I done, I ' d  t i e  my horses up and go eat  w dinner. 
men, I ' d  go 13&t back t o  the f ie ld ,  and get the second load that  a f t e ~  
noon. And we'd come in ,  of course, you had to ,  and you knew that  you'd done 
a day's work i f  you got close t o  one hundred bushel of corn picked. 

Q. About what were the yields of corn when you started farming yourself? 

A. Well, it r u n  around sixty t o  se~enty-five bushel. And then we got 
t o  sowing more clover, and then we got t o  plowing t h i s  clover under. And 
then it got t o  increase, and then the f e r t i l i z e r  s t m e d  coming. And got 
t o  increase, and then the f e r t i l i z e r  s tar ted coming. And we got t o  spread- 
ing som linestone on o w  land where we would have it tested. Well, we 
would t&e it i n  t o  the Farm Bureau and they would have it bested fo r  us, 
you see. And so then, we got t o  using sore f e r t i l i z e r s  as the years COW 

on. And the yield began t o  pick up, see. 

And now, i f  you can have the right kind of season, you're getting pretty 
close t o  one hundred-fifty bushels t o  the acre. I think the average of 
the corn of the State of I l l ino i s  was one hundred twenty or  one hundred 
twenty-flve bushel, I believe I ' m  r ight ,  fo r  t h i s  last year, the average, 
you know. Well, it 's because of the f e r t i l i z e r  used, you know, and it 's 
helped push it up. And then they plant it closer together, and a different 
variety of corm. It's a hybrid, you know, and they've got different num- 
bers of that, and i t 's  different t o  the real ly old corn we used t o  plant, 
you how. 

Q. How did you plant the corn when you first started fanning? 

A. Well, I had a corn planter, you know we called them, that  you just 
hooked two homes on, and then you had two boxes. You planted two rows, 
and then you had a check bar i n  a quarter of a mile. And when you checked 
that corn you'd get off and s e t  your stake behind you. Then you'd drive 
through, then you'd t r i p  that, and the wire would f a l l  off.  You'd turn 
your horses around and you'd get off your seat and you'd go over and just 
s t re tch  that w i r e  up. And then s e t  it, and then yod'd fasten it on t o  
your corn planter. And then you'd get back on, and you got off and on a t  
every end, every two rows you planted. ?hat's what they called checking 
corn. 

And the majority of people them days, they all checked the i r  corn on 
account they could plow it both ways t o  keep d m  the weeds and the 
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pass, you see. Nowadays, i f  they get it plowed once and run over it with 
the h m ,  rotary hoe o r  somthing, they've got t o  spray it fo r  weeds. 
And they treat it that  w#. And they treat it that  way, and they don't 
have t o  plow it so much. That's the way the difference is. And the corn, 
yields more and everything. But, they plant the corn now, the population 
i s  increased, and the amount of corm you put per acre, oh, I ' d  say, two- 
thirds m s ~  seed goes down than it did back then. 

Q. When you checked the corn, you more o r  less  had h i l l s  of corn? 

A. ?hat's ri@t. Tho and three, the rrajority of people planted it that  
way. You set your planter t o  drop two and three, you see. The plates 
you put down f o r  your corn, you see. And then, when that  t r i p  would go, 
why, that  would twn that  plate,  you see, t o  the other and two grains would 
f a l l  And then the next one, three grains would f a l l .  And that ' s  what 
they'd call two and three, you know, what they was planting. Some would 
plant three s t ra i&ts  - o r  . just  whatever they wanted to ,  you know, o r  two 
s t ra i@ts .  They had different plates t o  go i n  the corn planter that  they 
used. 

Q. What was the hook or  the peg that  you used t o  shuck corn made f r o m ?  

A. Well, it was mde from some kind of a 11~3tal. It was s tee l ,  you know, 
at the end; and then it w a s  covered with scenething l ike  a leather glove, 
only just narrcrw pieces tha t  you'd run your fingers thm@ wfth the peg, 
you see. It s tar ted  from your fingers through with the peg, you see. It 
s t m e d  from your forefinger down t o  your I l t t l e  one a l l  the way thmugh 
there, you see. And you had your peg t o  come out, stuck out about an inch 
and a half ,  I imglne, f r o m  your forefinger, you see. And then you just 
grabbed your ear  of corn with that  thing, just 1 f i e  you'd pinched it, I 
called it, and jerked it back and that  tore the ear of corn t o  st&. And 
then you grabed it with the same hand and helped kind of with the other 
hand, and then thrcwed it i n  the wagon. 

Q. It was easier than just using the b m  hand. It was a help for  your 
hand? 

A. Well, you couldn't h m .  You blfstered your hand so bad. A l o t  of 
fellows when they first star ted,  they'd b l i s t e r  t he i r  hands with t he i r  
gloves on. And i f  you tried t o  do it barehanded, why your hands would 
have been a l l  tore  up. You cazldnl t get the job done at al l .  You had t o  
really wear the glove t o  protect your hands. 

€2. Do you m&er when they s tar ted  growing soybeans i n  t h i s  p& of 
the country? 

A. Well, it was about 1924 or 1925. Just  like, old lW. Ed Taylor 
brought that seed f b m  Arkansas, and he s tar ted  them then. In  the second 
year, I belleve it was ,  o r  third year, well he sowed it and then cut it 
and raked it and then fed it t o  his cat t le ,  you see, fo r  hay. And then 
the year, o r  two years a f t e r  that ,  they got some more people started. And 
the elevators o r  the p a i n  companies, you know, they star ted getting the 
bid on soybeans. And then they went t o  threshing these soybeans just l ike  
they did the wheat o r  oats o r  anything like that, and fYom that  day un t i l  
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until thls, it 's been the soybean tha t  's growed. 

And I went t o  a soybean show, I guess you'd c a l l  it, up here two or  
three years ago, at the s t a t e  capital  i n  the Armory building. And they 
had a l l  of the different thin@ tha t  was made from beans, you know. Well, 
there was way over a hundred different item, things that  was mde f r o m  
soybeans. And it shaved different things was made. O f  course, there's a 
l o t  of other things could be made only i n  different ways. But that  was 
quite a show then of what soybeans could do. And you how, now they have 
worlds of material and stuff made out of soybeans. 

Q. Haw rtlany soybeans did IW. Taylor @;row that  first year that  he grew 
them? 

A. Well, I think it was, the f irst  year, was th i r ty  acres. 

Q. With the first seed that he b r o w t  back? 

A. No, I'll take tha t  back. Now that  was about the second year a f t e r  
he'd tested it out. And then he planted about t h i ~ y  acres. But he just 
planted a small percentage the first year, you how. Then the next year, 
he went heavier, I man planted more acres. And then he cut them with 
the nmwing mchine after they matured and then raked them up. And then 
we hauled them i n  and fed the s ta lk  and beans a l l  t o  the ca t t le ,  l e f t  
them in .  The next year the elevators s tar ted t o  buying soybeans. 

Q. When you started farming, did you gmw soybeans as well as corn? 

A. Yes. 

&. What other crops did you grow? 

A. Well, wheat and oats and soybeans and corn was the major crops. 
Corn, soybeans, well wheat, and oats too, you see. We worked horses, 
a l o t  o$ them, when we flrst star ted.  And we had t o  have oats. They mde 
good feed for homes, and then i f  you had more that  what you'd . . . oats, 
why then you'd take them t o  the elevator, you see. O f  c o m e ,  the wheat, 
we'd s e l l  all of tha t  only just enough for seed wheat, you see. 

Q. What did you grow f o r  hay? 

A. Well, mst of the time we'd saw clover and some a l fa l fa .  But we had 
more clover t o  improve the ground, so we'd follow it up with corn. And 
a l fa l fa ,  we  sowed just a small [amount] f o r  hay for  ca t t l e ,  you see, and 
horses and stuff l ike  tha t .  

Q. Did you make use of the straw fYam the wheat and the oats? 

A. Did I make use of the straw? Well, yes, sometlms now I baled that  
straw, enough t o  make bedding f o r  my h o ~  , ~QI sows, you know, tha t  s going 
t o  famow, t o  protect the l i t t l e  p i p ,  you knw. And then, I ' d  clean out 
the bam where the ca t t l e  was, you know, and I 'd  f i x  a place, some of the 
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s t r a w  for  bedding i n  bad weather and s tuff  l ike  that .  It' s what I used 
the straw for. 

Q. Md you use the waste material f 'mm the animals for  f e r t i l i ze r?  

A. Well, yes. And I had what they c a l l  a mure spreader. And then 
every spring of the year, I'd take i n  the barns and mund the ca t t l e  
l o t s  and al l  where there was manure, we'd load it in to  t h i s  and then wefd 
take it out in to  the f i e l d  and sca t t e r  it with the mure spreader, we'd 
c a l l  it. 

Q. How did the manure spreader-sCEEtter the mm? 

A. Well, you see, it had a reel i n  the back, and it had sorething l ike  a 
ladder and a bel t ,  you know. It s tar ted  up here and m f r o m  the hind 
wheel, and that  would gradually pu l l  t h i s  back, and then that  spreader 
would throw it out, you see. They called it a manure spreader. And 
that ' s  the way that  that  was handled. Well, 'it wasn't only me, but the 
neiabors  done the same thing. And now, they got away f r o m  a lot of that .  
They don't sca t ter  the mnwe l ike  they did back i n  the days of the past. 

Q. Did you butcher your own m a t ?  

A. Yes. In  fact ,  years back the neighbors would get together and there'd 
be f ive o r  s i x  o r  seven men, neighbor men, you know. Well, and then a l o t  
or  times the wives would go with them, and they'd just  have a big-they d 
butcher my h o p  one day; and mybe it would be a few days the next nei'ghbor 
would w a n t  his .  And we'd butcher them and cyt them up. R i & t  a f t e r  noon, 
we'd cut a l l  of them up and render the lard. 

Q. How did you render the lard? 

A. Well, put it in these b i g  black ket t les ,  you see, and they' d stir it 
with a big long wooden paddle. And then they'd coak un t i l  it all cooked 
down and made the, well sore of the older ones o r  the women bowed more 
about when it was done than I did. But I had used the paddle i n  making 
the lard, you knm, s t i r r i ng  it t o  keep it from sticking o r  bwning. 

Would you have t o  cut, the f a t  of a hog in o d e r  t o  render i t ?  

A. Well, yes, you see, we had a table.  Well, we hung. the hog up and 
then we l a id  him d m  on the table. We took the spareribs out and the 
backbone. Then we took and. trirrnned the hog, and al l  of the f a t  around on 
the sides and the shoulders and the hams; w e l l ,  we cut that  f a t  off, you 
see, and then we cut it up i n  l i t t le  small pieces. And then we d put 
tha t  in th i s  b ig  black ke t t l e  and start un t i l  it made the lard. That's 
the way we produced it. And then we'd hang . . . 
?hen, back then, they'd take the mat after it had cooled out, and if we 
d5dn't have a place, a table o r  sanething, they generally had a big 
box i n  the srmkehouse o r  somewhere, that  they'd take and put t h i s  mat 
in ;  and they'd take pure salt and cover it a l l  up in s a l t .  Well, then 
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I t ' d  go on so  many days, so mny weeks, and then they'd take it out of 
that ,  and they'd hang it up i n  a l i t t l e  building they called the smke- 
house. And then, well, they'd take an old black ke t t l e  and put i n  there, 
and then carry s tuff ,  you know, and build a fire in  there. And then 
they'd just  keep chips o r  somthing would keep the fire down, only it 
made a smke. And then, they'd smke that mat a f t e r  it had come out of 
the salt, you see. And then it was kind of l ike  cured. 

And that ' s  the way they took care of the mat back i n  them days. But 
a f t e r  they got that completed, why you see, they go t o  t h i s  smkehouse. 
And they'd hang t h i s  meat all up, and when you wanted a ham or  a side or  
somthhg ,  o r  a piece of a side, you took your butcher knife and went out 
there and cut what you wanted and brought it in .  And that ' s  the way people 
took case of t he i r  mat i n  those days. 

Q. When you butchered the h o e ,  did you leave the skin on? 

A. Yes, you see you took and what we called scalding the h o ~ .  And 
we had a barrel  there tha t  you'd had se t t ing  ktnd of on angle. And you'd 
f&Q that half-full of bailing water. And then we'd just  push him in and 
then weTd pul l  him back out. And had a table. And then we'd Let the 
other end go i n  as far back, and then two o r  three fellow would get on t o  
the hog with the butcher knife, you know, and just kind of scraping it. 
And then the ha i r  would all corn off.  Tnen, we'd take h is  hind legs and. 
s t r i p  down, and get that, muscle and you'd pul l  it out so they'd c a l l  it. 
And you'd have a s t i ck  about eigtiteen inches long and put it in to  each leg  
and then hang h h  up on a pole. Then another fellow, o r  the same fellow, 
would take and sharpen h i s  butcher h i f e  and then he would take and start 
up between the hog's hind legs and corn on c l e w  down and open him up, and 
then take h i s  entrails out and all that .  

And then, the majority of people back i n  those days went a l l  over that ,  
and got all of the fat and everytung f'rom the ent ra i l s  of the hog, and 
then, of course, they put that  i n  the l a .  But it was just f a t ,  you know. 
And I don't know whether they do tha t  now. Nobody butchers, and the 
neighbors, they altogether different.  They go t o  the butcher shop and 
buy the i rs  ready f o r  the sk i l l e t .  

Q. What did the w m n  do on butchering day? 

A. Well, they would a l l  met, and, of course, they'd get dinner fo r  the 
whole bunch, you see. And then, of course, they would help, probably 
som of them would, with the sausage m a t ,  you h m .  They'd help mybe 
cut up sonae of that  o r  do somthing l ike  that ,  a f t e r  they got through with 
the dishes o r  s m t h i n g .  And then they'd get l ike  they was going t o  put 
the sausage in, they'd get t h i n g  ready. Like they was going t o  make the 
lard, they1 d get th- ready f o r  tha t ,  you know. And of course, they 
worked ldnd of along, all worked togethesf, you know. 

Of course, they all seemed t o  enjoy the days when,they butchered, you 
how. They' d kind of get  together, and they' d t e l l  jokes and things 
l ike  that  and all and have a big day of it, you know. And, w e l l ,  when 
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we got througS3. with this neigl?bor, maybe the next week another f e l l m  
would be ready t o  butcher. So that went on un t i l  they1 d a l l  had t he i r  meat 
hung up in what they called the smkehouses. 

Q. It was a social  ~ t - t o g e t h e r  then? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were there any other work ac t iv i t i e s  tha t  were social  gathefirgs on 
the f m ?  

A. Well, it w a s  l ike  t h ~ s h i n g  wheat and oats and things l ike  that. Now 
just l ike,  you see, they had a steam en@;ine and what they c a l l  a separator, 
and then they hauled the wheat in t o  these, and they pitched it off from 
one wagon on each side. And they had a fellow that  fed it in to  t h i s  
threshing, they called it threshing m a n e ,  you see. Well, then they 
had a spout corne out here and then people c a w t  it. Back fo r  years there, 
they took and sacked a l o t  of that g~a ln ,  but then they got t o  catching 
it i n  wagon boxes and hauling It off that  way, hauling it t o  the elevator 
o r  the bin tha t  they had bu i l t  f o r  that, you see. And that ' s  the way they 
harvest the wheat. 

But, you see, first you took a combine, I man a binder, and you cut this 
wheat in to  all them bundles, and then they had fellows follow tha t  up. 
They shocked it, put about e i@t  o r  ten bundles together, you know, and 
then one on top. And they l e t  it set there un t i l  it cured out good, and 
then the threshing machine come. And then you asked a l l  your neiabors  
around that  they was going t o  start threshing the wheat. And then they 
started. And they went h one neighbor t o  the next one un t i l  they a l l  
got through, you see. 

Q. So that  w a s  a social  occasion too? 

A. Znnatts r ight .  

Q. Why did they put one bundle on top of the ones they set up? 

A. Well, that  would protect the rain, you know, s o ~ t h i n g  l ike  that ,  
you see you s e t  them up there and they kind of spreaded t h i s  top bundle 
out. They called that  topping, you see. 

Q. They had the grain up? 

A. The heads al l  up, you see, and s e t  together. The top w a s  a l l  to- 
gether. Well then, they just took and kind of bent the top one, and then 
they l a i d  it up on top. And then, when they went t o  threshing, w e l l  
of course, they just  t h m e d  that  on the rack, they called them rack 
wagons, just big f l a t  frm wagons, you know. Had two horses, one man 
loaded it, and the others pitched it on t o  him. That's the way they 
threshed the wheat and oats. 

Q. This would be a s ~ r t i m e  act ivi ty that the fmrs got togethep- 
threshing? 
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A. Well, it would be, yes. You see threshing would be i n  the s m r  
along about the, w e l l ,  July the fourth, along the first of July, something 
Uke that .  

Q. Then butchering would be more i n  the f a l l  o r  winter? 

A. Yes, that  would be when it got cold enough that  it didn't thaw out 
any, you know, so  they'd be sure t o  save the meat, you see. It would be, 
well, they'd want it d m  anyway where it didn't go above forty degrees, 
somthing l ike  that ,  you know. And when it got up in the winter par t ,  
you know. And then, of course, it gets colder at ni@t.  But theytd kind 
of pick days that  well, you know, along up in December and January when 
there would be s m  days they'd pick fo r  those days. If it was too bad, 
they called it off .  And then, a l o t  of tines they'd star% back there, some 
of them, it would be i n  the last of November, December when theyt d butcher. 
It just  depends on when you got ready and the weather was right.  

Q. Did you have any other social  ac t iv i t i e s  the rest of the year with 
your neighbors? 

A. Well, we'd visit and get together, you know, l ike  on Saturda.y nights. 
And then wetd go over . . . Now when I lived there at Bates, well, the 
elevator m m  and his wife would come over, and the depot man, they'd 
corn over nights. 

Q. Who was the depot man? 

A. Pete Metz. He stayed there a long time. Him and his  w i f e  would come 
over and visit us. 

Q. Who was i n  the elevator at tha t  time? 

A. Well, Noah !lhist owned one. But, Ed Abell was operating it. Ed 
Abell, tha t ' s  right, he was operating it. And the other one, I just  
can't give you the name that  operated the other one. 

Q. Did you visit on Saturday nights  o r  play cards? 

A. Oh, yes, they'd corn over and wetd visit and sometime we'd play cwds. 
And w b e  they'd corn over t o  our house one ni@t, and then i n  a ni@t o r  
two we'd go t o  theirs .  And the&'d be one o r  two more families there, 
you know. 

Q. What card games would you play? 

A. Well, I don't how. There wasn't nothing played fo r  money, I know 
tha t  much. Tney just  played with partners, you how, Rook and different 
games. It's been so long tha t  I 've forgot just  exactly what. But I 
know tha t  things l ike  tha t  went on, you know, and, of course, I w a s  i n  
them, qy wife and me was .  

Q. What did your children do? 
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A. Well of c o m e ,  you see, we had the one g i r l  before the second boy. 
Well, they'd go along, too. Like we went over at Ed Abellls. He had 
two boys, you know, pretty good-sized. And, Pete &tz had two girls. And 
the kids played just l ike  . . . They'd get off in the kitchen o r  someplace 
and the grown-ups in the l iving mom. And that's the way it operated. 
And they never, it seemed l ike  we never paid much more attention t o  the 
kids, JWU know. And now they got t o  have a baby-sitter and al l  tha t  s tuf f ,  
you h m .  

Q. You just took yours with you? 

A. W e  did. Everybody just  took them with them, you how. They never 
t h o w t  nothing about getting s o ~ b o d y  t o  keep your l i t t l e  baby o r  some- 
thing. They'd just  pick them up and take them with them. 

Q. Does a l l  your f&ly l ive  f a i r l y  close t o  you here now? 

A. You mean rrly family? 

Q. Your children? 

A. Well, no, one's i n  Pbmis, I l l ino i s .  Tnatls 150 miles north. And 
then, of course, one in Springfield. And then the th i rd  one is out on 
the farm. O f  course, our oldest boy-he's next t o  our oldest dau&te%- 
he got k i l led  a year ago, two years ago, I guess, t h i s  smmr, by a truck 
accident on the hieway there next t o  Auburn, I l l inois .  He drove one 
of those big t r a i l e r  trucks, you know. And some way o r  another, there w a s  
a l i t t l e  Volkswagen was up on that  bridge that  you corm t o  the overpass, 
I c a l l  it, i n  a way it looked like he t r i ed  t o  save . . . This l i t t l e  
car had stopped, and I imagine there was another tmck beside of him 
going on through, you see. But he aimed t o  save the, It looked the way 
it w a s ,  of course, nobody knew; there wasn't nobody there. 

But I looked at the place. It looked l ike  he t r i ed  t o  save h i t t i ng  that  
l i t t le  Volkswagen; and the U t t l e  Volkswagen had went dead on him there, 
you see. And you see, i f  there was another bus on tha t  side, well, 
he had t o  hit him right solid. But it looked l ike  he thought maybe he 
could get wound him, you see. And of course, when he done that his  
wheels and front end s tar ted  and went off over that  and they Just kept 
going over and ki l led  him. But nobody seen it. And t h i s  fellow, well, 
i n  the Volkswagen, he seen the truck go off but don1 t know what caused 
it. 

Q. Did the other truck hit him? 

A. No, there wasn't no truck hit him. It's a four lane drive, you see, 
and he was corriing fYom S t .  Louis. And it was there near Auburn, I l l ino i s ,  
and it 's a four lane drive. Well, right up on the top just as you start 
over, o r  before you did, t h i s  l i t t le  Volkswagen went dead. And he w a s  
se t t ing  rmt, w e l l ,  if another big truck was running the same direction, 
and say he was just  ahead of him a l i t t l e  bit, well, he couldnlt pul l  
over there. You see, he didn't have a chance. Of course, I don1 t know. 
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It mi@ not have been. But that 's  the way it looked like. And he t r i ed  
t o  a s s  that l i t t l e  s tat ion wagon the way everything looked. And his  
t m k  got out of control, and he went over there and kil led him. 

Q. Your other son lives on the farm now? 

A. Yes, that ' s  right. 

9. Do you happen t o  know, or  dld you hear any discussion why they chose 
t o  build that Fxperlrnental Road out at Bates? 

A. Well, of course I don't know exactly, but I heard some talking. Back 
when the road, the Experimental, they sa id  it w a s  out of the way of a l l  
other country roads; and it w a s  close t o  the depot where they could get 
the supply b m w t  t o  them. Now I heard them talking that when they was 
building, some fellows there was talking that .  That's the only thing that  
I how. 

Q. The road then was not bui l t  on an existing road? 

A. No, there wasn't. This was just up the railroad, you see. There 
wasn't no o i l  roads or anything l ike  that along i n  there, you see. It 
t m e d  ri&t there before you start; t o  Lomi  and go north. That road 
went throw. But going east,  there wasn't no road. 

Q. It went right thm* a farm then? 

A. Yes, it went right up the railroad, you see. And i f  you've ever been 
up that  and noticed, well, when you get up there a t  the end af that three 
mile, the mad now had pulled out, I ' d  say ten feet ,  made the l i t t l e  curve 
there. That's where the end of the three miles went, you see. 

Q. Do you haw who f m d  the land that the road went throw? 

A. Well, George Colbum now started there, and he didn't go a l l  the way. 
I know just the west part  of it, over halfhay there, George C o l b m  farmed 
that  fann there. 

m OF TAPE 


