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They could've fourd territory someplace else. That's the way it is with
this Chamberlain Park, and people don't mind paying park tax, but I

don't see why some of that tax money can't go for the new. . . . There's
been a lot of people that donated a lot of time and money and everything
for that park, and it's nowhere near being completed. And I just wonder
if they'll ever be eligible to receive any park money from that. I
don't know,

Q. What parks do you have In this area that are close enough for you to
walk to or rilde your bike to?

A. None. Burn Park. And I guess Bergen Park is not in existence
anymore, 1s it? Just a little golf course. No, that's about the only
one that I know of. Lincoln Park. But that Reservoir Park was a

beautiful park, though. Do you remember it?

Q. No.

A. You don't? Well, along North Grand Avenue, on the north side of
North Grand Averume, the trees was on each side of the walk, and it was

so shaded and they were so close together that it was just like

walking in a big tunnel. It was absolutely beautiful. And the big
reservoir hill with the fountain In the middle and steps going up,

with a metal fence around it. Well, the boating lake, it went all

the way from where Lanphier School is today in various curvatures of

the lake and all the way to where the ball diamonds are, that extensively.
It had beautiful islands in the middle and people went rowboating,

you know. In them days, I guess, that's all the people had to do was

go to various parks with their picnic baskets, catch a streetcar and
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go to the park, the whole famlly. One time out at that Washington
Park, they gave a whole carload of watermelons away to everybody that
wanted a watermelon, everybody. And the park was just crowded, just

full of people.
Q. Sounds like a good idea.

A. Yes., That whole carload of watermelons was glven to the people.
They had various entertaimments, your bands, you know., Each park had

a bandstand. But that was a disgrace the way they did the park, another
blunder, I think, they made at the school board.

Q. A disgrace~~you mean, the fact that they gave that park land up?
Is that what you meant?

A. Well sure. The park board sold 1t to the school board, I guess.

And then another thing, the school board condemned . . . what was the
name of that school where the Catholic boys had it for years after

that? Converse, Converse School. Well, that thing's in use today,

ard they condemned it years and years ago and sold it to the Catholic boys.
It was a Catholic boys' high school for years, and I guess 1t's still in
use, the building. And it was condemned and abandoned by the school
board--one of the best schools in Springfield. It was practically a new
building, figuratively new in comparison with the rest of the schools.

But there was hanky-panky there someplace. Same with that Reservoir Park.
Same with the + . . 1t wasn't a zoo, but they had wlld animals in the
fairgrourds, deers and stuff. Why, I heard various stories. The guy
that took care of it, what was his name? Ford. I forget his first name;

there-was so many of them. But anyway, he was kind of an overseer over
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there. I heard a lot of storles where them guys had venison. Sure. They'd
say, "Well, one of the deers died." Sure he died; he was slaughtered.

No matter where you go, people say things like that, you lose some of
your religion, some of your patriotism. I was raised Catholic and T
really became agnostic. I don't know what I really believe in now. My
religion, I think, would be more. . . . Are you acquainted with Doctor
Schweltzer,Albert Schweltzer? He had true religion, in my opinion. He
had the reverence for a dignity of all life that was created by the
Heavenly Father. There's some more. There's your Berrigan, Father
Berrigan was anti-war. The Berrigan brothers. If more of the religlonists
would teke those issues up, I believe it would be better off, but

they don't want to rock the boat because, of course, there's favoritism.
Lock at your tax exemptions. I guess if they protest too loudly, why,
they might get some repercussions, too, see. I don't know, but I admire
people that will stick their neck out, like the Berrigan brothers or
something like that., Even like you mentioned the other day, Mother
Jones, she was a rich lady. She didn't have to stick her neck out for

the miners like that, but she did.

In Russia . . . what was her name? They called her Madame Babushka.
She was a rich lady, and she stuck with the people that overthrew the
czar. But there's so very few of those kind of people. People

would have more faith if there was more of that type of people.

Q. When we had the tape off a minute ago, as I was changing tapes,

you were going to tell me the history of your smoking. (chuckle)

A. Oh. Well, I can't hardly tell when I started smoking. I guess
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my brother taught me so I wouldn't be able to tell on him for smoking,
see, because I had it on him; you know what I mean. You overlord
something on him., (laughter) So he taught me to smoke so I couldn't.

I lost my power.
Q. About how old were you?

A. Well, I was in my primary grades, so 1t must have been between six
and eight years old, I suppose. Inhaling, too. It wouldn't have

been a habit if T didn't inhale. Then, when he seen that I was addicted
to them, why, he tried to belittle me for smoking. Everytime he saw some
short funny-looking midget guy or something, he'd tell me that's how

I was going to look when I grew up, see. I never did quit, and I never

was able to quit. Tt's a real addiction.

One time in history, some of the European countries, I think they gave the
people life for, you know, introducing cigarettes into a country. And you
can very well see how that come about. These guys came over here, making
friénds with the Indlans. They had to be nice guys; they had to smoke
that peacepipe. Well, you know how that is. (chuckle) First thing you
know, he developed a habit for it. He couldn't go home without any

good tobacco, so they even brought their seeds and everything over there
so they could raise it in their own country. And boy, it was prohibited

in a lot of countries.
Q. Where did you get your clgarettes?

A. Mostly off the streets. When we couldn't find cigarette butts,

why « « &
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Q. Would you follow people down the street?

A. Well, not necessarily. On a dry day, you could walk down the street
and shoot . . . we called it shooting snipes. We shot snipes all the
time. We always had a half a pocketful of snipes in our pocket. If
We'd run out in rainy weather, wintertime or something 1ike that, why,
then we'd have to get in the 01d man's tobacco can. We didn't like

1t very much~but that was the only alternative--because that was too
strong of a tobacco. And it was stringy, kind of a stringy tobacco,

but you could roll it up in newspapers. Well, if we had cigarette
papers, it would be all right. But we very seldom had cigarette papers;

we Just used newspapers.

Qs No tollet paper?

A. No. Tollet paper them days was nonexistent. We had the catalogs.
Q. Would your father miss his supply of tobacco?

A. Well, no, not out of a big can. It came in a big coffee can, you

know, You wouldn't miss it that much.

Q. Did your parents frown on your smoking?

A. Well, they frowned so much that I never smoked . . . After I reached
manhood, working in the coal mine, T never smoked in front of my father
or mother either, They knew I smoked; they caught me plenty of times, but
I guess they knew it was a lost cause. They wasn't going to acknowledge,
to allow us to smoke, you know. We never did smoke in front of our

parents, even my brether,
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Q. How about the school? Did the schools mind your smoking?

A, Why sure. We always got a whipping if we smoked. On the way to
school, so the teacher couldn't smell our breath, we just plcked wild
onions and ate the onions so she couldn't smell our breath. Then she
~got to smelling our fingers. (laughter) She could smell the tobacco

on our fingers, you know. Breath smells like onions and the fingers smell
like cigarettes. So she'd give us a tamping. She didn't wait .for our
Mother to give us a tamping; she'd give it to us. And it was humorous.
Sometimes when we was getting a tamping, some fellows would see who

could make the furnlest face when they was getting a whipping. (laughter)
Sometimes the whole class would laugh. You became more of an entertainer

while you was getting a whipping.

Q. Did she whip you right there in front of the rest of the klds?
A. In front of the whole class, oh yes.

Q. How often were you whipped for smoking?

A. Oh, I don't know how many times it was for smoking, but it was

always for scmething. (laughter)

Qe You mean  this was a part of your daily ritual?

A, Well, you dldn't get a whipping every day; you wasn't caught
every day, but it was frequent. That included all the boys. Very
few girls, the girls never got a whipping; it was always the boys.

Q. That's because we girls are so good.
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A. I guess., (tape turned off)

Q. When did you stop work in the coal mines?

A. ILet's see. Around 1948 or 1949, something like that, or meybe a
little beyond. From there I went to Allis-Chalmers.,

Q. What did you do at Allis-Chalmers?

A. Worked in the various assembly lines and so forth, but eventually
I was in inspection. And the thing that I want to talk about on inspec-
tion——each inspector had their stamp, their individual stamp,

Q. STamp?

A. A stamp. It was kird of a punch. You could punch 1t with a

hammer, say for instance, llke a letter. Well, my stamp was shaped like

a champagne glass with a 23 in there. Well, if I inspected the drilling
operation, on the top of this case, I'd put my stamp on it. Well, the next
inspector, he might inspect a drilling operation or a machining opera-
tion on one side and put his stamp on it. Maybe another one might

Inspect another part, the bottom of i1t; he'd put his stamp on the bottom,

sSee,

There was one incident. We had to check the drilling, boring and
milling, various operations. Maybe you might be checking the borings
on this machine; I might be checking the drilling on it. I might
later on check the boring on one case--and these were the blg steering
clutch housings, the big cases of a tractor. And this one incident,

I came to work at four o'elock; I was working the four to twelve shift.
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And I noticed a bunch of inspectors looking at this case that was returned
fram a company in California, one of the best tractor buyers, the biggest
buyer in California. It was one of the biggest tractors. There was a big
sign on 1t, Attentlon Inspection Department., What this buyer did, he

Jjust cut the whole back end of this tractor out and shippe.d it back
because he couldn't apply extra equipment. This ls a power takeoff bhore.
It was balled up; it was a bolt circle around this bore. And we wasn't
inspecting those 100 per cent untll he sent this whole back end of that

tractor back.

I Just came to work, and T looked at that case., All the inspectors was
around, inspecting to see whose stamp was on there. When I came up
there, there's that big champagne glass right on there. (chuckle)

It was my blunder. But, of course, you couldn't accuse too badly
because it wasn't a required 100 per cent inspection. You checked the
primary operation and if that's all right, well, you could let ten
cases go because we knew those. . . . unless 1t was misplaced on a jig.
And that's what happened in this particular case. If we didn't
ingpect a primary setup, then all the cases would have been bad. But
this Just happened to be tilted iIn the jlg some way or other that the
bolt circle was off. And that company didn't have to do what they did.
They cut that whole back end of that tractor out, just cut it out with
a torch, and sent the whole back end back. And the company had to

Teplace it with an entire new unit.

Q. What did you do on the agsembly line when you first started at

Allis=Chalmers?
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A. Oh, various things. You never did do one thing., You might have to

put an axle in and maybe a little bit of thiz. Then the efficiency man
would come up. He'd take a little bit away from you, off your job,

ard glve 1t to the next guy and take the next guy's, a little bit off, and
give it to you. I don't know whether it had angthing to do with efficiency,
but you had various things. If you was working at the motor station, say
for instance, well, you had to put so many fuel lines in and maybe some
Clips that would hold wiring down and so forth. It's just assembled a

little at a time. I'd do a little bit . . .

Q. Was 1t pretty boring?

A. Well, everything is boring if you're, say for instance, working

iIn Just putting bearings on the axles all day long on your idler

wheels or tmack wheels, or samething that it was a continuous thing

all day long. But anything is monotonous. Just like shoveling coal
would be monotonous, shoveling coal all day. If you do the same thing all
day, you become good at that one thing, but you could never build a
tractor. You could build that part of a tractor, and that's it.

Like a person working in a shoe factory. You can work in a shoe factory
all your life and never know how to make a pair of shoes,

But that's the speclalized system of industry. You become specialists
at that one thing. If it wasn't for that specialized system of industry,
we could never get to have the production, the productivity of a nation
1ike we do today. Even to the extent of a numerical system, your parts
numbers and so forth. Why, you'd look all over the factory for a nut

or a bolt if it wasn't for that rmumerical system., So in this specialized
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system, you have a specialist in a shoe factory, just putting on heels.
If a guy had to build the whole shoe, he might build a perfect shoe,

but he might be an awful poor heel put-onner, see., So you'd have a bad

pair of shoes anyway.

Not only the speclalized system of industry; you take a monetary system -
along with the specialized system of industry. They brought us into
such a state of civilization. The monetary system, that is, your
money 1s used as a measure of value ard a medium of exchange. If you
had to take a lump of coal and buy a loaf of bread with it, there

was no way you could measure the value of that coal or bread. You'd
have to carry it——you wouldn't have a medium of exchange--you'd have
to take the lump of coal to the grocer to get your bread, see. You
wouldn't know how to cut it up, how much coal to give him for that.
So that measure of value, the medium of exchange, and the speclalized
system of industry is what brought us to such a state, that we're in
today, of produttivity.

Q. Do you think it's good?

A. BSure, sure. The only thing wrong—money, that's all money was
supposed to have been used for, as a measure of value and a medium of
exchange. It wasn't supposed to be used as a tool to make money,
like stockmarkets or, say for instance, loan companies. See, a loan
company is using money as a tool to make money. Ard then that can be
profane to the extent of . . . Look at your Federal Reserve System,
We have this inflatlion. That Federal Reserve System can create
prosperity, depression or anything that they want fo by the control
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Now I've forgot what article . . . Article 5, I think, Section 1, in

the Federal Constitution invests Congress with the exelusive right to
coin and issue money and regulate the value thereof. So we do our mint
coins and issues of money, but we do not regulate the value thereof.

We turn this money over to the Federal Reserve System, a bunch of private
financlers for the Goverrment. They can regulate the volume and

supply of money and circulation by your open market and your discount

rate system. Your discount rate system is your prime interest rate. You
read where it went up to 10 per cent the other day. When you do that, you
can expand or contract the volume and supply of money in circulation. Your
open market, you sell stocks and bonds and the volume of money 1s con-
tracted. You buy up stocks and bords, your volume and supply of money

In circulation is expanded. They can control that any time they want

to by that open market and discount rate system.

Now 1n the United States Goverrment, we do coin and issue the money

and we turn it over to the Federal Reserve for 2/10 of 1 per cent per
unit. That means 2/10 of 1 per cent whether it's for a hundred dollar
bill or a thousand dollar bill or a one dollar bill., It just means per
unit 2/10 of 1 per cent. So iIf the United States wants to pay off a
Ccongressman or senator or a war debt or anything, they get it from the
Federal Reserve at the current rate of interest, at that 10 per cent.
So we're paying millions and millions of dollars for the use of our

own money in our system. And all it would take is an act of Congress
to put the control of the supply of money back in the hands of Congress,
where the Constitution put it in the first place. Article 1, Section 5,
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or whatever article it is, in our Federal Constitution invests Congress
with the exclusive right to coin and issue money and regulate the value

thereof, That last depression was a plamned scarcity.
Q. You mean the one in 19307

A. Why sure, sure. They talk about supply and demand. The supply was
there because the warehouses was full of everything. They even had to
dump potatoes in the Mississippi River. (phone rings, tape turned off)
The supply was there. The warehouses was full of clothes; they was dumping
potatoes in the Mississippl. There was men on the banks, standing with
rifles, I wonder what orders they had when people would try to get

a potato out of that river. Just standing there with loaded rifles;

I wonder what orders they had and from whom., And people were hungry.
People were being evicted because there was too many empty houses.

People were hungry because there was too much food. People never had any
clothes and the warehouse was full of clothing. The supply was there.
And everybody knows the demand was there because the people were hungry.
So there was a lack of purchasing power. That was the only thing.
Economics were there, but the lack of purchasing power was withheld

due to this plammed scarcity, the contraction of the money supply.

Say for instance, if you and I and three other people were on an isiand
and we had flve dollars aplece, and you was a butcher and I was a miner
and he was a baker and so forth, we had a stable economy, and this
money was golng around in circulation and we were living happy.

If T had floated a bond or stock, whatever it would be, for $1-

apiece and everybody bought one but me, because I issued it out, well,
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there's only $21 doing the same work as that $25 did. So that money value
is increased. The value of that $21 is worth $25 because it has to

do the same work as the $25, so it increased in value. But if you owed
me $1 yesterday, then when the money increases in value, you owe me
approximately $2 in value, If we doubled the valuation of money, you'd
owe me $2 in value since the time the value went up. And that applies
with stocks, bonds, mortgages or anything if the valuation of money

increases.

So contraction of the value and supply of money in circulation makes
money valuable. Say for Iinstance, when the prime Interest rate goes up,
in order fo avoid all that high interest rate ard stuff, people don't buy
anymore. The contractors can't borrow the money; only the prime cus-
tomers get to borrow the money at this prime interest rate. Well,

the contractor that bullds thousands of homes every summer, he couldn't
build a thousand homes. He couldn't pay his employees until those
thousands of homes are built or he couldn't get his materials without
them bank loans. Or the farmers can't get thelr loans from the bank,

and everything 1s at a stopping point. And they can expand the volume
and supply of money by that prime rate golng down cheap, by making

the interest rates cheap. People would get home loans; contractors would

build homes,

So it's all in the expansion and contraction of the supply of money in
circulation. Those with the power to do that have the power to rule
the whole country. And they're private financiers and I understand
some of them, forelgn., So untll Congress can get that right back,

where our Constitution put it there in the first place. . . . See, I
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believe 1t was 1911 or whatever it was, Black Friday they called it

T think. That's when the Federal Reserve Board was created to avold
manipulation of money. But it fell right back in the hands of the
manipulators where 1t is today., And they can create scarcities,

prosperity anytime that they want to. Like look at your oil companies today.

(pause)

Q. Well, there's so many people today—to get back to Allis-Chalmers—
that think that the assembly line system is a poor system for work,

that it's hard on the fellow who's rumning those lines.

A. I guess anything you do day in, day out, day in, day out is drudgery
and I guess it's even . . . oh, I don't know if it's degrading, but I
guess anybody's going to get tired of the same thing, day in and day
out. I don't know how they would make it more pleasant. Work isn't
pleasant in the first place. They could make the corditions more

pleasant.

The first time I ever heard music—after we had a fire in the mine, I got
a Job at Sangamo, and they had music over the system, where I was
working in the shipping room. Well, it was Just a big picnic for me;

it wasn't work. And so if you could create that type of atmosphere and
make work more pleasant for the people, why, I think they could produce
more., I know 1t would make me work better because I was happy. You
know, the music coming over and everybody was pleasant with each other.

Qe When did you work at Sangamo?

A, 1945, just for a few months. After the fire went out, why, I had to























































































































































































