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They could've fourd territory someplace else. That's the way it is with
this Chamberlain Park, and people don't mind paying park tax, but I

don't see why some of that tax money can't go for the new. . . . There's
been a lot of people that donated a lot of time and money and everything
for that park, and it's nowhere near being completed. And I just wonder
if they'll ever be eligible to receive any park money from that. I
don't know,

Q. What parks do you have In this area that are close enough for you to
walk to or rilde your bike to?

A. None. Burn Park. And I guess Bergen Park is not in existence
anymore, 1s it? Just a little golf course. No, that's about the only
one that I know of. Lincoln Park. But that Reservoir Park was a

beautiful park, though. Do you remember it?

Q. No.

A. You don't? Well, along North Grand Avenue, on the north side of
North Grand Averume, the trees was on each side of the walk, and it was

so shaded and they were so close together that it was just like

walking in a big tunnel. It was absolutely beautiful. And the big
reservoir hill with the fountain In the middle and steps going up,

with a metal fence around it. Well, the boating lake, it went all

the way from where Lanphier School is today in various curvatures of

the lake and all the way to where the ball diamonds are, that extensively.
It had beautiful islands in the middle and people went rowboating,

you know. In them days, I guess, that's all the people had to do was

go to various parks with their picnic baskets, catch a streetcar and
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go to the park, the whole famlly. One time out at that Washington
Park, they gave a whole carload of watermelons away to everybody that
wanted a watermelon, everybody. And the park was just crowded, just

full of people.
Q. Sounds like a good idea.

A. Yes., That whole carload of watermelons was glven to the people.
They had various entertaimments, your bands, you know., Each park had

a bandstand. But that was a disgrace the way they did the park, another
blunder, I think, they made at the school board.

Q. A disgrace~~you mean, the fact that they gave that park land up?
Is that what you meant?

A. Well sure. The park board sold 1t to the school board, I guess.

And then another thing, the school board condemned . . . what was the
name of that school where the Catholic boys had it for years after

that? Converse, Converse School. Well, that thing's in use today,

ard they condemned it years and years ago and sold it to the Catholic boys.
It was a Catholic boys' high school for years, and I guess 1t's still in
use, the building. And it was condemned and abandoned by the school
board--one of the best schools in Springfield. It was practically a new
building, figuratively new in comparison with the rest of the schools.

But there was hanky-panky there someplace. Same with that Reservoir Park.
Same with the + . . 1t wasn't a zoo, but they had wlld animals in the
fairgrourds, deers and stuff. Why, I heard various stories. The guy
that took care of it, what was his name? Ford. I forget his first name;

there-was so many of them. But anyway, he was kind of an overseer over
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there. I heard a lot of storles where them guys had venison. Sure. They'd
say, "Well, one of the deers died." Sure he died; he was slaughtered.

No matter where you go, people say things like that, you lose some of
your religion, some of your patriotism. I was raised Catholic and T
really became agnostic. I don't know what I really believe in now. My
religion, I think, would be more. . . . Are you acquainted with Doctor
Schweltzer,Albert Schweltzer? He had true religion, in my opinion. He
had the reverence for a dignity of all life that was created by the
Heavenly Father. There's some more. There's your Berrigan, Father
Berrigan was anti-war. The Berrigan brothers. If more of the religlonists
would teke those issues up, I believe it would be better off, but

they don't want to rock the boat because, of course, there's favoritism.
Lock at your tax exemptions. I guess if they protest too loudly, why,
they might get some repercussions, too, see. I don't know, but I admire
people that will stick their neck out, like the Berrigan brothers or
something like that., Even like you mentioned the other day, Mother
Jones, she was a rich lady. She didn't have to stick her neck out for

the miners like that, but she did.

In Russia . . . what was her name? They called her Madame Babushka.
She was a rich lady, and she stuck with the people that overthrew the
czar. But there's so very few of those kind of people. People

would have more faith if there was more of that type of people.

Q. When we had the tape off a minute ago, as I was changing tapes,

you were going to tell me the history of your smoking. (chuckle)

A. Oh. Well, I can't hardly tell when I started smoking. I guess
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my brother taught me so I wouldn't be able to tell on him for smoking,
see, because I had it on him; you know what I mean. You overlord
something on him., (laughter) So he taught me to smoke so I couldn't.

I lost my power.
Q. About how old were you?

A. Well, I was in my primary grades, so 1t must have been between six
and eight years old, I suppose. Inhaling, too. It wouldn't have

been a habit if T didn't inhale. Then, when he seen that I was addicted
to them, why, he tried to belittle me for smoking. Everytime he saw some
short funny-looking midget guy or something, he'd tell me that's how

I was going to look when I grew up, see. I never did quit, and I never

was able to quit. Tt's a real addiction.

One time in history, some of the European countries, I think they gave the
people life for, you know, introducing cigarettes into a country. And you
can very well see how that come about. These guys came over here, making
friénds with the Indlans. They had to be nice guys; they had to smoke
that peacepipe. Well, you know how that is. (chuckle) First thing you
know, he developed a habit for it. He couldn't go home without any

good tobacco, so they even brought their seeds and everything over there
so they could raise it in their own country. And boy, it was prohibited

in a lot of countries.
Q. Where did you get your clgarettes?

A. Mostly off the streets. When we couldn't find cigarette butts,

why « « &
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Q. Would you follow people down the street?

A. Well, not necessarily. On a dry day, you could walk down the street
and shoot . . . we called it shooting snipes. We shot snipes all the
time. We always had a half a pocketful of snipes in our pocket. If
We'd run out in rainy weather, wintertime or something 1ike that, why,
then we'd have to get in the 01d man's tobacco can. We didn't like

1t very much~but that was the only alternative--because that was too
strong of a tobacco. And it was stringy, kind of a stringy tobacco,

but you could roll it up in newspapers. Well, if we had cigarette
papers, it would be all right. But we very seldom had cigarette papers;

we Just used newspapers.

Qs No tollet paper?

A. No. Tollet paper them days was nonexistent. We had the catalogs.
Q. Would your father miss his supply of tobacco?

A. Well, no, not out of a big can. It came in a big coffee can, you

know, You wouldn't miss it that much.

Q. Did your parents frown on your smoking?

A. Well, they frowned so much that I never smoked . . . After I reached
manhood, working in the coal mine, T never smoked in front of my father
or mother either, They knew I smoked; they caught me plenty of times, but
I guess they knew it was a lost cause. They wasn't going to acknowledge,
to allow us to smoke, you know. We never did smoke in front of our

parents, even my brether,
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Q. How about the school? Did the schools mind your smoking?

A, Why sure. We always got a whipping if we smoked. On the way to
school, so the teacher couldn't smell our breath, we just plcked wild
onions and ate the onions so she couldn't smell our breath. Then she
~got to smelling our fingers. (laughter) She could smell the tobacco

on our fingers, you know. Breath smells like onions and the fingers smell
like cigarettes. So she'd give us a tamping. She didn't wait .for our
Mother to give us a tamping; she'd give it to us. And it was humorous.
Sometimes when we was getting a tamping, some fellows would see who

could make the furnlest face when they was getting a whipping. (laughter)
Sometimes the whole class would laugh. You became more of an entertainer

while you was getting a whipping.

Q. Did she whip you right there in front of the rest of the klds?
A. In front of the whole class, oh yes.

Q. How often were you whipped for smoking?

A. Oh, I don't know how many times it was for smoking, but it was

always for scmething. (laughter)

Qe You mean  this was a part of your daily ritual?

A, Well, you dldn't get a whipping every day; you wasn't caught
every day, but it was frequent. That included all the boys. Very
few girls, the girls never got a whipping; it was always the boys.

Q. That's because we girls are so good.
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A. I guess., (tape turned off)

Q. When did you stop work in the coal mines?

A. ILet's see. Around 1948 or 1949, something like that, or meybe a
little beyond. From there I went to Allis-Chalmers.,

Q. What did you do at Allis-Chalmers?

A. Worked in the various assembly lines and so forth, but eventually
I was in inspection. And the thing that I want to talk about on inspec-
tion——each inspector had their stamp, their individual stamp,

Q. STamp?

A. A stamp. It was kird of a punch. You could punch 1t with a

hammer, say for instance, llke a letter. Well, my stamp was shaped like

a champagne glass with a 23 in there. Well, if I inspected the drilling
operation, on the top of this case, I'd put my stamp on it. Well, the next
inspector, he might inspect a drilling operation or a machining opera-
tion on one side and put his stamp on it. Maybe another one might

Inspect another part, the bottom of i1t; he'd put his stamp on the bottom,

sSee,

There was one incident. We had to check the drilling, boring and
milling, various operations. Maybe you might be checking the borings
on this machine; I might be checking the drilling on it. I might
later on check the boring on one case--and these were the blg steering
clutch housings, the big cases of a tractor. And this one incident,

I came to work at four o'elock; I was working the four to twelve shift.
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And I noticed a bunch of inspectors looking at this case that was returned
fram a company in California, one of the best tractor buyers, the biggest
buyer in California. It was one of the biggest tractors. There was a big
sign on 1t, Attentlon Inspection Department., What this buyer did, he

Jjust cut the whole back end of this tractor out and shippe.d it back
because he couldn't apply extra equipment. This ls a power takeoff bhore.
It was balled up; it was a bolt circle around this bore. And we wasn't
inspecting those 100 per cent untll he sent this whole back end of that

tractor back.

I Just came to work, and T looked at that case., All the inspectors was
around, inspecting to see whose stamp was on there. When I came up
there, there's that big champagne glass right on there. (chuckle)

It was my blunder. But, of course, you couldn't accuse too badly
because it wasn't a required 100 per cent inspection. You checked the
primary operation and if that's all right, well, you could let ten
cases go because we knew those. . . . unless 1t was misplaced on a jig.
And that's what happened in this particular case. If we didn't
ingpect a primary setup, then all the cases would have been bad. But
this Just happened to be tilted iIn the jlg some way or other that the
bolt circle was off. And that company didn't have to do what they did.
They cut that whole back end of that tractor out, just cut it out with
a torch, and sent the whole back end back. And the company had to

Teplace it with an entire new unit.

Q. What did you do on the agsembly line when you first started at

Allis=Chalmers?
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A. Oh, various things. You never did do one thing., You might have to

put an axle in and maybe a little bit of thiz. Then the efficiency man
would come up. He'd take a little bit away from you, off your job,

ard glve 1t to the next guy and take the next guy's, a little bit off, and
give it to you. I don't know whether it had angthing to do with efficiency,
but you had various things. If you was working at the motor station, say
for instance, well, you had to put so many fuel lines in and maybe some
Clips that would hold wiring down and so forth. It's just assembled a

little at a time. I'd do a little bit . . .

Q. Was 1t pretty boring?

A. Well, everything is boring if you're, say for instance, working

iIn Just putting bearings on the axles all day long on your idler

wheels or tmack wheels, or samething that it was a continuous thing

all day long. But anything is monotonous. Just like shoveling coal
would be monotonous, shoveling coal all day. If you do the same thing all
day, you become good at that one thing, but you could never build a
tractor. You could build that part of a tractor, and that's it.

Like a person working in a shoe factory. You can work in a shoe factory
all your life and never know how to make a pair of shoes,

But that's the speclalized system of industry. You become specialists
at that one thing. If it wasn't for that specialized system of industry,
we could never get to have the production, the productivity of a nation
1ike we do today. Even to the extent of a numerical system, your parts
numbers and so forth. Why, you'd look all over the factory for a nut

or a bolt if it wasn't for that rmumerical system., So in this specialized
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system, you have a specialist in a shoe factory, just putting on heels.
If a guy had to build the whole shoe, he might build a perfect shoe,

but he might be an awful poor heel put-onner, see., So you'd have a bad

pair of shoes anyway.

Not only the speclalized system of industry; you take a monetary system -
along with the specialized system of industry. They brought us into
such a state of civilization. The monetary system, that is, your
money 1s used as a measure of value ard a medium of exchange. If you
had to take a lump of coal and buy a loaf of bread with it, there

was no way you could measure the value of that coal or bread. You'd
have to carry it——you wouldn't have a medium of exchange--you'd have
to take the lump of coal to the grocer to get your bread, see. You
wouldn't know how to cut it up, how much coal to give him for that.
So that measure of value, the medium of exchange, and the speclalized
system of industry is what brought us to such a state, that we're in
today, of produttivity.

Q. Do you think it's good?

A. BSure, sure. The only thing wrong—money, that's all money was
supposed to have been used for, as a measure of value and a medium of
exchange. It wasn't supposed to be used as a tool to make money,
like stockmarkets or, say for instance, loan companies. See, a loan
company is using money as a tool to make money. Ard then that can be
profane to the extent of . . . Look at your Federal Reserve System,
We have this inflatlion. That Federal Reserve System can create
prosperity, depression or anything that they want fo by the control
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Now I've forgot what article . . . Article 5, I think, Section 1, in

the Federal Constitution invests Congress with the exelusive right to
coin and issue money and regulate the value thereof. So we do our mint
coins and issues of money, but we do not regulate the value thereof.

We turn this money over to the Federal Reserve System, a bunch of private
financlers for the Goverrment. They can regulate the volume and

supply of money and circulation by your open market and your discount

rate system. Your discount rate system is your prime interest rate. You
read where it went up to 10 per cent the other day. When you do that, you
can expand or contract the volume and supply of money in circulation. Your
open market, you sell stocks and bonds and the volume of money 1s con-
tracted. You buy up stocks and bords, your volume and supply of money

In circulation is expanded. They can control that any time they want

to by that open market and discount rate system.

Now 1n the United States Goverrment, we do coin and issue the money

and we turn it over to the Federal Reserve for 2/10 of 1 per cent per
unit. That means 2/10 of 1 per cent whether it's for a hundred dollar
bill or a thousand dollar bill or a one dollar bill., It just means per
unit 2/10 of 1 per cent. So iIf the United States wants to pay off a
Ccongressman or senator or a war debt or anything, they get it from the
Federal Reserve at the current rate of interest, at that 10 per cent.
So we're paying millions and millions of dollars for the use of our

own money in our system. And all it would take is an act of Congress
to put the control of the supply of money back in the hands of Congress,
where the Constitution put it in the first place. Article 1, Section 5,
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or whatever article it is, in our Federal Constitution invests Congress
with the exclusive right to coin and issue money and regulate the value

thereof, That last depression was a plamned scarcity.
Q. You mean the one in 19307

A. Why sure, sure. They talk about supply and demand. The supply was
there because the warehouses was full of everything. They even had to
dump potatoes in the Mississippi River. (phone rings, tape turned off)
The supply was there. The warehouses was full of clothes; they was dumping
potatoes in the Mississippl. There was men on the banks, standing with
rifles, I wonder what orders they had when people would try to get

a potato out of that river. Just standing there with loaded rifles;

I wonder what orders they had and from whom., And people were hungry.
People were being evicted because there was too many empty houses.

People were hungry because there was too much food. People never had any
clothes and the warehouse was full of clothing. The supply was there.
And everybody knows the demand was there because the people were hungry.
So there was a lack of purchasing power. That was the only thing.
Economics were there, but the lack of purchasing power was withheld

due to this plammed scarcity, the contraction of the money supply.

Say for instance, if you and I and three other people were on an isiand
and we had flve dollars aplece, and you was a butcher and I was a miner
and he was a baker and so forth, we had a stable economy, and this
money was golng around in circulation and we were living happy.

If T had floated a bond or stock, whatever it would be, for $1-

apiece and everybody bought one but me, because I issued it out, well,
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there's only $21 doing the same work as that $25 did. So that money value
is increased. The value of that $21 is worth $25 because it has to

do the same work as the $25, so it increased in value. But if you owed
me $1 yesterday, then when the money increases in value, you owe me
approximately $2 in value, If we doubled the valuation of money, you'd
owe me $2 in value since the time the value went up. And that applies
with stocks, bonds, mortgages or anything if the valuation of money

increases.

So contraction of the value and supply of money in circulation makes
money valuable. Say for Iinstance, when the prime Interest rate goes up,
in order fo avoid all that high interest rate ard stuff, people don't buy
anymore. The contractors can't borrow the money; only the prime cus-
tomers get to borrow the money at this prime interest rate. Well,

the contractor that bullds thousands of homes every summer, he couldn't
build a thousand homes. He couldn't pay his employees until those
thousands of homes are built or he couldn't get his materials without
them bank loans. Or the farmers can't get thelr loans from the bank,

and everything 1s at a stopping point. And they can expand the volume
and supply of money by that prime rate golng down cheap, by making

the interest rates cheap. People would get home loans; contractors would

build homes,

So it's all in the expansion and contraction of the supply of money in
circulation. Those with the power to do that have the power to rule
the whole country. And they're private financiers and I understand
some of them, forelgn., So untll Congress can get that right back,

where our Constitution put it there in the first place. . . . See, I
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believe 1t was 1911 or whatever it was, Black Friday they called it

T think. That's when the Federal Reserve Board was created to avold
manipulation of money. But it fell right back in the hands of the
manipulators where 1t is today., And they can create scarcities,

prosperity anytime that they want to. Like look at your oil companies today.

(pause)

Q. Well, there's so many people today—to get back to Allis-Chalmers—
that think that the assembly line system is a poor system for work,

that it's hard on the fellow who's rumning those lines.

A. I guess anything you do day in, day out, day in, day out is drudgery
and I guess it's even . . . oh, I don't know if it's degrading, but I
guess anybody's going to get tired of the same thing, day in and day
out. I don't know how they would make it more pleasant. Work isn't
pleasant in the first place. They could make the corditions more

pleasant.

The first time I ever heard music—after we had a fire in the mine, I got
a Job at Sangamo, and they had music over the system, where I was
working in the shipping room. Well, it was Just a big picnic for me;

it wasn't work. And so if you could create that type of atmosphere and
make work more pleasant for the people, why, I think they could produce
more., I know 1t would make me work better because I was happy. You
know, the music coming over and everybody was pleasant with each other.

Qe When did you work at Sangamo?

A, 1945, just for a few months. After the fire went out, why, I had to



Larry Mantowich 236

go back. Well, then I worked on the war plant at Illiopolis, building

it during the summer months.

Q. On the construction of it?

A. On the construction of it, yes. There was thousands of men when we
first started up, right in the cornfield. They had tractors, but we

had to pull them corn out one at a time and pile them up.

Q. Pull what out?

A, Corn out of the cornfield. The Goverrment had Just bought this land
for this munition company. And talk about waste—we was in the war and
money was no object. And we pulled this corn out one by one, the whole
cornfleld, and they had tractors and everything. And then they started
building. We were supposed to bulld forty units, but they found scme

quicksand under a space where two units was supposed to go and they had
to delete those two units from that area. But there was thousards of

men,

I know when we built the reservoir, we took brand new hoses. We had

to sweep the water off the cement, that is, some water that backed up
fhere, so they could work. We'd take these brand new hoses, flre hoses,
you know, and drag them to sweep this water off. We'd drag them

about ten times and 1t'd Just make holes in them. They'd take brand
new truck tires and unload barrels and stuff on these brand new tires
and just split them all up. And it was a cost-plus. The more material
that the company would use and waste, why, that was added to their cost-

plus some way or another. But, boy, that was a real waste. And to think
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that we was at war and it was Just a mnéy—making scheme all the way
thrgugh., After the Goverrment built this big munition factory, then
they turned it over to the munition company and they had to buy the
munitions from them. It was taxpayers; the taxpayer had to do that
and thelr boys had to lose their lives in the battle.

Q. What year was this that you were working on the Illiopolis construction?

A. Must have been 1945 or 1946 or something, I don't know, during the
War years. Those that didn't have to go to the war., . . . Of course, I
wWas exempt from the war by virtue of mining because I was a key man in
the key industry. I was ruming the cutting machine in the key industry.
If I didn't stay with that industry, why, of course, I would've. been
subjected to the draft.

Q. You stopped mining when you were working at Illiopolis? How did you

get up to Illiopolis?
A, You mean transportation?
Qs No, I mean weren't you still mining?

A. Oh, from the mine. It must have been another fire or something.
Eithemthat or the mine was down for one reason or other, I don't
r‘emanbef what reason the mine was closed down during that time, but it
Was some reason. Mostly, at the Barr Coal Company, most of our reasons
was fire., Have to seal the mine off, Oh, we fought a lot of fires

out there.

END OF SIDE ONE
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Q. How long did you work at Illiopolls?
A. Oh, from about May until October.
Q. And you think it was about 1940 what?

A. Between 1945 and 1947, I guess, during the war years. The best job

I had out there, though, I was a laborer, and they was looking for
Somebody that would work up high. They wanted to build a smokestack,

And guys was in the mud practically up to their knees, carrying heavy tim-
bers and everything, right in the middle of the cornfield. So I
volunteered for this high work, and all I had to do was pull up the
two=by-sixes for the carpenters, and they was making this scaffolding
for the smokestack. When we got up real high, why, all I had to do

was pull up enough material. I had enough material pulled up in a

half an hour's time to last the carpenters a half a day. And you could
see way beyord . . . you could almost see Springfield from out there.

And it was in the spring and it was hot in the cornfield, but I was

up in the nice breeze. It was a good reward for volunteering. It's Just
the idea of getting used to being up high. And you got used to getting
up that high because you was going up there every day. That's just like
that story about that guy that plcked up the calf every day until it

got to be a full-grown cow. You've heard that story. Well, that's

the way this was. You start from low and you Jjust got accustomed to

the height that way. It was the best Job that I had out there.

Q. Did you Joln another union when you were out there?

A. Laborers' union, yes. And I could have kept that up, but when we
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went back to the mine, I didn't intend to go back laboring again.

Q. When you worked at Sangamo, did you Join a union?

A. They didn't have a union then. The union came later on at Sangamo.
I was in the union at Allis-Chalmers; that's the United Auto Workers.
International Shoe Company, when I was there for three months, there

Was no union there either.

Q. When was that?

A, 1929,

Q. What were you doing at Internmational Shoe?

A. Rolling insoles. There was a rolling machine like these old-time
wringers, you know, two rollers. And they dipped these 1lnsoles in

some kind of a dye or something., It stiffened this leather, but it

also swelled this leather. So when you'd put it through this rolling
machine, if would kind of iron that leather out so it wouldn't have

that swelled cornditiom. And then the cutting machines would cut the
insoles the size of what shoes that they're going to marmfacture and just
sew them on the insoles. We didn't have to give the outsoles that

Particular treatment, just the insoles.

Q. What were the conditions of work out at International Shoe?

A. Like any other factory, I guess. You Just had to work and make your
production. Well, that was plece work in that factory, yes. If you
got over your production, the employees would hold a little bit back for

tamorrow because 1f you make toormuch, then the price cutter would



Larry Mantowich 240

come and cut your rate down. Then you had o make that amount for the
same price, see, But 1f you held some of that work that you did today,
held 1t back for tomorrow when you turned in your time for your amount
of work, why. « « + Oh, a lot of people would hold back work for two
or three days at a time, see. You get too hoggish and turn it all in
and think you're going to make . . . and you would make a pretty good
bPay thls pay, but when the price cutter comes down, he'd cut your prices

down. Well, you had to work like the devil then for that same amount.

They called price cutters efficiency men. And at Allis-Chalmers there,

a friend of mine that lives on this block, he went out of the union

into the company payroll, and he was an efficlency man. What did they call
them? Timers, I think or time-setters. Anyway, he'd time you. He had

a timeclock, see. He'd time each operation. They had a lot of them
around the factory. Then he'd set how much time this operation is supposed
to be done in., Well, he was a multiple drill operator, and when he

timed those multiple drills, he timed them up so much that there ain't

nobody that could make that time.

Years later, they got rid of this timing system and kicked him back
down, back to work on the same machine. And he begged them not to let
him go on the day time because them guys would give him a hard time,
See, because he wasn't able to make the time that he set, see. And he
Just had a hard time and they had to take him back in the union. But
did you know he lost all hls seniority and everything, because as a
company man, he had to start just as a new employee. And he lost all
his seniority amd everything. Oh, he got a raw deal out of it, and
that's the way the companies treated all thelr men. At Pillsbury, all



Larry Mantowich 241

them bosses over there, when they got old enough, they just got kicked
out, There's a guy, Carl Broach, he was in the union for years and years.
And they kept begging him to take a foreman job. He wouldn't do 1t.
Finally, toward the end, he took this foreman job, and he wasn't there
8ix months and the company kicked him out, yes. Made him retire, you
know. Otherwlise, he could've still maintained all his seniority

rights amd everything.

Another fellow, Irv Olson, he came from Minnesota wlth the company. And

a blg corporation has no love for any man; they just have production

ard that's it. There's no love for men in industry. I never seen such
disregard for human life than there was in the coal mines. I know at

our work, you don't want to haggle with your frierd, the boss. He'd

ask you to cut a place and you know it's bad top. '"Well, if you're sgcared,
I'll have George cut 1t." He'd tell George, "If you're scared, well,
I'11 have Larry cut it." And so forth. You had the right to refuse
because we was union, but a person doesn't like to haggle continuocusly.
Sometimes you'd relent and, "Well, okay, I'll cut this one, but that's all."
Well, you could get killed with that one. There was one fellow, he

come from Peabody, and he was ugly.

Q. Ugly?

A. Ugly-acting man—John Storey-~and the miners wasn't used to that abuse
because he come fram working In a United Mine Worker mine when that produc-

Tivity was « + .
Q. John Storey was a boss?

A. Yes, he got to be a new boss at our mine, see. In order to sump in
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a machine--I got pictures of the machines I'1l show you sometime-—to

sump that in, your machine 1s loose and until 1t gets urnder the coal, it's
ungtable, Well, where this cutter bar is at, where it's supposed to be
unstable, if you had bad top, you had crossbars across. Well, on the

side where the cutter bar i1s supposed to sump under the coal, I always had
the timberman to notch, cut a square hole with a pick in that side,

and put that end of that timber into that square hole. And on this side,
he could put the leg under to prop under that timber, see. That took
Quite a time to cut a hole maybe that deep with a pick.

Q. Say about a foot by a foot.

A. So this John Storey would say, "Just leg under each one." It took
half the time, see. And I remember Fred Stevens said, "Lary put that"—
he called me Lary-"Lary don't put no timbers on the right side.," And the
boss says, "Larry's not the boss; I'm the boss. You put a leg on each side,"
S0 Fred had to do what the boss said, Then we went to cut this real bad
place out one time. We had to cut it because it was timbered right up

fo the face with'a leg under each side, see. Well, then in order to get
that cutter head under the coal and stop a little bit of this instability,
we used fo put a tie between the face and the machine and that would kind
of hold it to cut under the coal. Well, as soon as my buddy got the

tle in there~his name was Frank Sherrell--well, I turned off the machine.
The controls on the machine was like on the old-time streetcars; had a
harndle with a box on there, a control box. Well, I was at the controls
and so my buddy got away from the face, between the machine and the

face, after we got this tie stable. And he was standing at the front of

the machine with his hand on this bar that was out there. And we assumed
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1t was stable enough, and T turned on .thé'mach:ine. We was cutting under,
cutting under, And before T coﬁld blink my eye, my buddy, machine and
everything disappeared, just that fast., Campletely covered up, just
went down suddenly. What happened, the machine Jumped and knocked this
leg out, the one that I was telling you about that John Storey changed
the procedure., Well, so I run in the other room and found a couple of
fellows. I says, "My buddy just got killed. Help me get him out."

And we got back in there and this timberman, Charlie Cobb., . . .

Anyway, there was some slate still feathering itself off in little pieces.
While this one fellow was trying to 1ift up this slate off my buddy, I
was sweeping this slate as 1t would came down——small pieces, shingled,
1like shingles coming down=-so it wouldn't fall on you. And all of a
sudden, here comes my old buddy when we lifted this one big piece of
glate off. And here comes my old buddy's bald head up there. (chuckle)
But we got him out and put him in the car and they took him to the

hospital.

And here this boss comes rumning up. And I was there; we had just

1lifted my buddy in the car. And that boss grabbed me by the shoulders,
"Get back in there and cut that entry! Get back in there and cut that
entry!"™ And I was so very concerned about my buddy getting crippled up
ard we didn't know whether he was going to live or die or how bad he was
hurt, and that boss pushing me In there, to go in and get that machine out
of there and get that entry cut, see, That's humanity for you. They just

wanted that piece of black coal.

Some bosses were more humane. There was one guy, Popcorn, Popcorn Dixon.

Ard he tried to get me to cut a place one time. "Oh," he says, "that . . ."
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I says, "George, that top is too bad." %"Oh, you can raise a family

in there," you know, disagreeing that the top wasn't bad. So, I didn't
want to argue with him, but I called his hand. I says, "Okay, I'll
cut that place, Will you go in there and cut it with me?" Well, I
called his hand; he couldn't back out. So he says sure he will,

So my buddy stayed on the ocutside, and Popcorm went in and he held

the jackplipe while I was tightening up the machine. The jackplpe ate into
this soft slate and this big plece of slate come down ard fell on
George's toe and broke his toe. Well, he came back from the hospital

a couple days later, and he was on a cane. He crippled around there,
crippled around there. You know, that leg never did get wellj it just
kept getting worse all the time. Later on, oh, I'd say a year later, the
poor fellow had to have that leg amputated all the way to his hip. And
then later on, why, he died. Popcorn Dixon.

Q. Did you get to go to the hospital with your buddy?
A. ©Oh, no. No, you had to go back in there and go to work.
Q. How did he get there then?

A. Driver hauled him out and they would get to the pardon and call the
ampulance from the pardon. By the time you'd get on top, the ambulance
is there walting for you generally, because it's a jowrney to get back

to the bottom. (tape turned off)

Q. Well, of all the places you've worked, which would be your most

favorite, do you suppose~~the job you enjoyed the most?
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A. Well, I imagine because it was the longest or whatever it is or from
childhood, it's coal mining., I wouldn't hesitate to return to the mines
if, well, if I was younger. I guess the dust isn't as bad as it was then,
but I like the mines better than anyplace. But I never did mind working.
I liked Allis-Chalmers; I liked Illiopolis. I had nothing but fun at all
them places. I loved Sangasmo; I like to work where I'm working now.

I guess it's a state of mind. But I sure like the coal mines.

Q. Well, I've sort of gotten that feeling because you keep coming back
to the coal mines as we talk. We talk about your being a bad little
boy and then we're back in the coal mines. It sounds like Intermational

Shoe was not one of your most favorite places.

A. No. Well, I just worked three months when Sangamon No. 2 was closed
down that one time. It was closed down for three months and I got a

Job there. But oh, it wasn't so bad. See, I just started in 1929, but

I just worked a 1little while in the mine, then I worked there. I guess
I wasn't too much enthused to work anyplace at that age. I mean, at that

age you liked to play more than you did work.

So I didn't even care for the mines then. I told you how I slept in
the crogscut and let my poor father do most of the work. I even feel
gullty for it, but, of course, I guess he didn't think nothing of it.
I wouldn't have let it happen now, you know. So I wasn't much of an
enthusiastic worker, even when we was bullding thils house. Whatever

I did, T guess I was ordered to doj I didn't do it voluntarily.
Q. Was International Shoe Company late getting organized?

A, Oh yes. It was years and years later when they organized and then

they didn't have much of an organization there.
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Q- Which unions finally T )

A. I don't know, I don't know what organization it was. Some kind of
International Shoe Workers Confederation or whatever it was.

Q. Well, it sounds like you didn't have too much trouble getting jobs.

A. Not on them couple of Jobs, but during the Depression, well, you'd
walk from here to . . . it wasn't Allls-Chalmers then; it was Monarch.
And you'd walk the whole city, looking for a job. Every morning back and
forth. There was no unemployment compensation or anything., You'd

walk from construction jobs, from one place to the other where they

was maybe paving the road or something. And that was all failures.

And you're just acquainted with the places that I worked, but the places

that I didn't work . . .«

Q. Well, tell me about looking for work during the Depression.
A. Well, everybody was looking for work.

Q. How long were you out?

A. Well, we was pretty fortunate because Sangamon No. 2 would work in
the wintertime, and I was out during the summer months. Even WPA, I
worked on WPA until the mine opened up late that fall, maybe in November

or whatever 1f was.
Q. What did you do for WPA?

A, Well, we tore up some streetcar tracks uptown, all these streetcar

rails. They had the men sitting down there, They'd tear up a lot of



Larry Mantowich 247

brick streets, and you'd sit there with a sledge and goggles, just breaking
up pleces, making little pleces out of blg pleces. That's what they had

a lot of men doing and it was humlllating. You didn't mind tearing up
their tracks or something like that, but sitting there, breaking up the
bricks, making little pleces out of big pleces was kind of a humiliating

thing to do.

Q. You were breaking up the bricks or breaking up the tracks?
A. The bricks, bricks.

Q. For what purpose?

A. Well, they'd mix these bricks in with sand and cement, and pave a
street wlth it. But that was a wrong thing to do when they could

have put that in crushers or anything, you know, but they had men,

Maybe you'd see a couple of hundred men, sitting down there like kids
playing in the mud, only you had a sledge hammer and goggles on,
breaking up bricks., But then when we was bullding roads ouf at the lake
and stuff like that . . .

Q. Did you work on that?

A. Oh yes, a lot of those roads and there was riprapping. We worked
all around them lanes. I was acquainted with those lanes then, but I
ain't now., But we made a lot of those roads and ditches and everything
around there, all on WPA, Yes, you'd get on a truck and ride all the

way out there.

Q. How many people were working?
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A, Oh, I don't know., Various projects, they had lake projécts and
streetcar projects and projects all over the city, all goverrment paid,
you know. And they worked all over. You'd have projects throughout the
whole city, But before WPA and CCC--that was more for the younger
fellows—before that though, the frelghts was full of men,

Q. You mean men hopping the freight trains?

A. Seeking employment. The freights was full going maybe to Chicago,

New York, any of the big cities, looking for work. Reminds me of the
statement, "They was headed for the city of Nowhere and would soon arrive,"
And the poor fellows would travel all that distance and to no avail.

Them people over there were out of work, and the freights were loaded.

Maybe some of them was fortunate enough to find a Job someplace.

Then your veterans went to Washington. They went by freight and by

truck. They called them the bonus marchers; they marched on Washington.
Was it MacArthur tear-gassed them off the Washington lawn? Wasn't it
MacArthur? Yes, Douglas MacArthur, he was the head. And that was another
thing that history should record, one of the famous things, a famous
general told everybody, "I'1l be back." (laughter) Finally after the

war was won, he says, "I told you I'd come back." (laughter)

Q. Well, you didn't march on Washington. Were you with the bonus

marchers?
A. NO, m, no.

Q. Or the bonus army, I guess they sometimes call it.
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A. Yes, they was parked out here by the river.
Q. Oh, really.

A. Yes. They camped out there along the old waterworks. They had a borus

marchers' whole tent city. Yes, people went out there and visited them,
Q. You mean they were on their way through to Washington?

A. Elther going or coming back, I don't know, Lillian [narrator's wife],

we went out there.one time to see them,

Q. How many were there out There about?

A. Oh, I don't know. Like a big tent city.
Q. Hundreds or thousands?

A, Hurdreds, maybe thousands because it was a whole city of tents. I
can't estimate right now the amount of bonus marchers that were out
there., Remember when we went out there? (addresses Lillian) (tape turned

off')

Ae « + o Idon't know where they lived. I believed Louie [Cohen] lived
Oon North Eighth, but I don't know where Herman. . . . But Herman never

did get married. He was a bachelor hls whole life; I guess he still is.,
Q. Doesn't he have a son?

A. No, Loule did. His son Richard. And they had a brother Ruby and
they had a sister., She was a schoolteachéf; I remember at Wanless

School she was our teacher there as a sub; she was a sub teacher there
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for a while.

Q. What other grocery stores were there that pérformed a simlliar func-

tion to the Cohens?

A. Kasavitch, You know that wedding party that I was telling you
about? I told you the little Kasavitch boy got cut in half on the

railroad over there. And there was Cizuackius. The boys shortened

thelr name to Cilkas. They run a television repair shop on South Grand Averue

there, Clkas Television., Clziackius is the name. There was Valentine

Novacski.

Oh, I got a little stofy about Valentine Novacski. We used to catch

a handful of crickets and go in and buy candy and release the crickets
in the store. We used to watch them with a flashlight about eleven
o'clock at night, looking for them crickets, He called them chirplies.
(laughter) He says, "Chirply all the night, no can sleep." (laughter)
Those chirplies use to run him crazy. S0 every time we went in the
store, we'd bring in a handful of chirplies for him. (laughter)

Q. I take it that their living quarters were in the store.
A. TUpstairs.
Q. Was this so with most of these stores?

A. Most of them, yes. The living quarters was elther in the back end
or mostly upstairs. But this place here, Novacskl's, it was a two-
story bullding., Before my time, T understand the miners used to hold
their meetings there, and they had big dances., They used to call it
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the Red Onlon, That was before my time; I just heard them talking about

1t, Today it has apartments up there,

Q. Is it still a store?

A, No, it's a tavern, right around the corner here, Lazy Lou Tavern.
Qe Do the Novacskls still run it?

A, No, he's dead, They had a fire and she got burned up in the fire,
and he got burned pretty bad. They had a parrot, and they gave us
the parrot after the fire., The parrot survived the fire all right.
He was on the back porch. And we had the parrot for quite a long time
and finally, Emil Skilenka bought it. That was in World War I, so the

parrot was approximately fifty years old when he died,
Q. You and Lillian had the parrot?

A. We had the parrot here. Yes, we had him for about six or seven

years, I guess. Oh, he was a corker. He never had a bottom on his

cage, ard we'd set the cage outside and leave the door open. If he wanted
out, he'd get out and walk around the top of the cage. When he'd go

back in, he'd stick his neck out and close that cage. (laughter) Some-
times a dog would dump the cage over or something and he'd take off.

One time he was hanging upside down on the rosebush here on the side

of the house hollering, "Lily, Lily." (laughter) Yes, He learned

her name from hearing 1t, you know,

Q. I was going to ask you which language he spoke,

A. Well, he spoke American. He'd sing that song, "Walt'TM1l the Sun
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Shines, Nelile.," Yes, all the time, And one time he was on the back
porch=--and his whistle, that wolf call, you know, "Whoot-whoo," like that—
and Lillian was scrubbing the back porch., And the old parrot was giving
this wolf whistle, you know, and a couple of guys was working on the
telephone pole up there., They heard that (Mr. Mantowich whistles). They
looked around; they seen Lillian on the porch., They thought it was her
Whistling at them, see. So this guy climbed down off the telephone pole
and came right to our back gate. Finally, he seen the parrot and waved
his hand at the other guy like that.

Qo G‘Oing nuts.

A. Yes. He thought Lillian was whistling at them, you know, They was

going to take her up on 1t. (laughter)
Q. Well, did all these stores carry miners as far as they could?
A, That was synonymous during them days.

Qe Makes you wonder how they could do it. They were small family

operations. They weren't making big fortunes, were they?

A. You'd be surprlised at all of them that went bankrupt during this
two-year mine strike, during that Progressive Mine trouble. That's when
most of them stores lost thelr business. Yes, there was plenty of them
went bankrupt. Not only here; Taylorville, all over. It was synonymous
with coal mining. If you didn't give the people credit, why, they just
didn't trade with you because they couldn't.,

Q. Then after a while, they just couldn't afford to give them any more

¢redit.
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A. That's right, that's right. And some, if you was in too far in
debt, why, they'd get your homes. A lot of grocery people got homes.
In fact, Cohens got a lot of their homes that way.

Q. Now who are the Cohens?
A, Herman and Louie Cohen.
Q. Oh, Cohen, I'm sorry.

A. Sure, after you got so much in debt, maybe a couple of thousand

dollars, why, that was your whole home gone.
Q. What would you sign, Larry?

A. Never dld sign arnything. Never did have to sign anything. They

Jjust took your word for it. And I guess there was very, very few .people
ever thought of cheating a guy out because that was your way of life,

If you cheated him out, why, maybe you'd go to another place; but if you
was known, why, you just wouldn't get any groceries. It was just like

an honesty among the foreigners. I guess it was inherent from Europe from
that bondage thing they used to have over there. Nobody ever thought of
cheating anybody out. It was amazing how honest people were them days.

(pause)
Q. Did the grocery stores ever cheat?

A. They've been accused of cheating. It could have been honest
mistakes. And as far as the grocery stores cheating, everybody is

individual., If you're a crook, you're going to cheat; if you ain't,
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why, you won't, I think 1f a person's honest enough to trust a person
and glve him grocerles, he ain't golng to go all out to cheat, you
know, I know today if there's a half~rotten banana that is edible, a
 8rocery store wlll just throw it away instéad of giving it to a poor

person,

I know Tony Romanauski, when his meat got a little old or something, why,
them ladies, he'd just give them that 0ld meat. I mean it was still good,
but it wasn't fresh meat., He'd give 1t away or sell it real cheap.

Same with old apples or anything, you know, a little spotted apple that
poeple could eat, I guess there wasn't nothing wrong with it. T
remember when we used to go to watermelon cars on the railroad., Well,
these wholesalers, they ain't about to take a cracked watermelon, You know,
through handling, if there's a cracked watermelon or a little spot on

the watermelon, well, they'd just leave it in the car. Well, when the
switch engine would bring that car to theryards there, why, we just
pounced on that car like flies because of all the good watermelons. We

had plenty of watermelon all the time. (laughter)

Qs This sounds like the best neighborhood in Springfield. It has many

advantages.

A. Sure, The same with your banana cars. The green bananas would
fall off in transporting and taking the big stalks. You'd 1ift up the
floor; they had a false floor, and they had like latticework. And the
green bananas fall between this latticework, and all you had to do was
11ft up that section of flooring and you had bushels of green bananas.
All you had to do was keep them in g dark closet until they ripened.
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Qe When a grocery store would ta,ké' someone's home, weren't they bitter?

A. Well, I'm not acquainted with every indlvidual case, but I do know
that a lot of grocery owner's had a lot of various other properties, you
know, in different nelghborhoods and stuff, And we do know that the

people lost their homes.

Q. That's why I was wondering if there wasn't some sort of legal
agreement you had to slgn that would allow the grocery store owner to
cane In and take the home,

A, No, I guess it wasn't that way, but if your home was worth two

- fhousand dollars and you owed the grocer fifteen hundred dollars and

he came and gave you five hurdred dollars, you'd deed 1t over to him. I
suppose that's the way 1t was, in order to clear your bill. And I don't
know if there was any foreclosures; there could have been a legal foreclo-

sure for nonpayment of bill, (tape turned off)

Q. You were telling me about the mineral rights that the coal companies

owned,

A. Well, they wasn't supposed to go beyond their boundaries of
Ownership. But who could tell? Now Sangamon No. 2 wasn't supposed to

come over this far.
Q. When you say this far, you mean?

A, Well, the mine was about eight blocks from here, And their workings
went a little bit west, but mostly it went all east out toward Riverton.

But we don't know where they stopped here. We think we have the mineral
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rights under here, The same with Pillsbury Mills, They could've. went
under Pillsbury Mills, but I guess théy took soundings before they

built the mill, so apparently.- -. . ., But that company could have went
under that mill, and who's t0 know? All that mine's caved in, There's
nobody going to dlg a hole in the ground to find out if they got the
coal under there., So the coal companies would rob those mineral rights,
and 1f they knew they was doing it—the miners don't know because they
didn't have a blueprint and they went as far as their company workings—
if there was something suspected or maybe in the wind that somébody might
question it, all they had to do was pull out the props and cave in that

territory.

You had to hire a surveyor., The companies always hired the county surveyor
o come down and survey the mine perlodically. And you had to do it
perlodically because you had to take sights. He would come down and in
the entry, in each room neck, he'd put spads into the slate., A spad is

a drlven eyelet. You know what a little eyelet is. He would put one

spad in the slate and then about three feet beyord, right stralght Into
hls sight glass, he'd put another spad. Well, to find out, for you to

run your entry straight, you'd take two pleces of string on each spad and
hang them like a plumb bob. You'd tie a plece of coal on each end of

the string. Well, you had two strings right in aligmment of center. Well,
a fellow would go down into the face of the room with his light and

you'd stand back here at the string, Well, when you'd sight those two
strings down, when his light would come right in aligrment with them

two hanging plumb bobs, you knew that was the center of the entry. Ard

if his 1ight was too far to the left; why; you'd motion for him to come
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a ldttle bit to the right until you got right in allgrment with the strings.
You knew that was the center of the entry. Then you could drill your
holes slz feet on thé right or six feet on the left; sée; That way you'd

run your entry straight,

Otherwise, you know I told you you had to have a 24-foot pillar. Well,
if you wasn't doing that, you might have a 3-foot pillar or a 50-foot
pillar, nobody knows. You could waver, you could deviate and you think
you're going straight. In about ten shootings or something, why, you'd
even loge it; you'd be out of the line of sights. So that way the
Company had to have a periodic surveying measurement and everything for
all your rooms, And as your mine went deeper, of course, you had to have
that contimous surveying., But robbing those coal rights, why; that was
done, The only time there was any controversy was when one coal mine would
start entering into the rights of another coal mining territory because
fhey had their blueprints, and they knew that company wasn't supposed to

be on the side,

END OF TAPE

Qe You suggested that we go back into the mines agaln and you'd tell me
about the gases in the mine.

A. There are various mine gases. Miners had their own definition of,
names of mine gases., Now CO, of course, is carbon monoxide. The miners
called it firedamp; some of them called 1t afterdamp. Now CO°, carbon

dioxide, they called it blackdamp. And CO°

» of course, comes in various
forms. In the mine it was in the form of gas. We have it in fire

extinguishers in foam form. Dry ice is carbon dioxide, and it's all
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blackdanp. It was heavler than alr; it would lay at the bottom of the
alr. Now your methane would lay up in the upper pockets because

1t was lighter than air, but your blackdamp laid right at the floor.

If you wanted to check for blackdamp, you'd check in the lower areas of
the entry of the mine.

Q. How did you check?

A. If you just had an open light, it would suck that light right on out
because CO2 is a total absence of oxygen, that's all 1t is. But we

had a Davy light; it was a screened-in lamp, and it would grow real dim
in blackdamp, but it would Flare up in methane. And methane, CH”, that's
what the miners called firedamp; but the CO, the carbon monoxide,

that was . . . the residue of anything that burns will produce carbon

monoxide. That's the process of a fire anyway.
Q. So let's see, the carbon monoxide was called afterdamp?

A. Afterdamp or whitedamp. Now you can detect blackdamp and methane
with a Davy light, but you cannot detect carbon monoxide with that

llght. You detect it . . . Years ago, they used to use canaries. They'd
bring & canary in the mine and he was highly sensitive to that, and

he would be rendered unconsclous immediately, before a miner.

Q. Did you ever see them using canaries?

A. No, no, T never seen them. That would be just after a fire or
during a fire or something, that they wanted to detect that. But the
way we detected it later on, they had a carbon monoxide detector. It

was lnvented in World War II. You could even detect the amount of carbon
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monoxide off of one puff of cigarette. Very small percentage. It was

a vial containing powder, and they had a color chart in this vial.

You'd squeeze this syringe and it would inhale this air through this
powder, and it would color this powder at various degrees of coloration

on the color chart. That's how they detected it when we had it. We

never brought the canaries down, but that was the real use of those
canaries before they had these detectors. And they'd kill this canary

off five or six different times. Yes, after they'd bring him in the

fresh alr, it'd revive him, bring him back in there and kill him off again,
(laughter)

Q. All these gases were dangerous to a miner then?

A, Oh yes. Yes, well, your methane was, 1f you had enough to breathe . . .
just like, that's what comes out of your gas stove, if you breathe ift.
But it's a hydrocarbon. Are you experienced with chemistry?

Q. A bit,

A. Yes, well, that's CH“.

Q. All that hydrogen alone would make it very explosive.
A, Hydrogen?

Q. The Hu , yes.

A. Onh yes, the Hu, oh yes.

Q. When you started, I think you said that carbon monoxide was called
fivedamp and afterdamp. But then you went on to say that the methane was
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was called firedamp.

A. Yes, I meant CO was afterdamp and whitedamp. The firedamp was
methane.

Q. Okay.

A, And blackdamp was your carbon dioxide.

Q. During the time you were in the mine, what changes did you see other

than the test for carbon monoxide, as far as testing for gases?

A. That's the only ways that we had to test for gases. But gases
was easy to get rid of. The only way you can get rid of gas 1s
ventllation. Ventilation is the most important thing of mining,

ventialtlon, of course, and transportation.

Q. How often would they test a mine for gas?

A. The company inspector was supposed to test it before each shift.

Q. So twice a day?

A. Or if it's three shifts, they should test three times. 'But if you only

had one shift operating, maybe just one time,

Q. Did you see men overcome by carbon monoxide ever or even with

carbon dioxide?

A. Carbon dioxide. Remember when I told you old Saint John's
Hospital was full of men in the halls and all over? We had one territory,

the whole territory had blackdamp., And as the mantrip went in, why,
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all of them ., . . some of them got overcome ard some of them got sick,
Just real sick because 1t'1l make you sick and vomit., The whole tripload

went to the hospital that morning, the whole territory.
Q. Who inspected the mine that morning?

A. 0Oh, T wouldn't know., Apparently, somebody missed something or I
don't know whether that could have accumilated that fast. The whole
territory, that was pretty bad., Generally, 1t's in an unaerated area,
you know what I mean. That was the purpose of the crosscut every
sixty feet, to keep tha£ alred out. If one of the ventilating fans or
Something stopped, that could allow that mine to become stagnant and
either have methane or blackdamp.

But your 002, you'd never have 1t unless you had a fire, that's after a
fire. But on a fire, even if you seal off the mine, you can maintain a
spontaneous fire that, even 1f there's 1/10 of 1 per. gent carbon monoxide
reading, if you'd air out that mine again. . . . Say, for instance,

if you open a seal and you had any reading whatsoever of carbon monoxide,
you knew there was a smoldering fire there someplace, even microscopic.
No sooner than you'd put oxygen to there, you'd fan that fire and
re=ignite it. So unless you have 100 per cent 002, you better not

break that seal. You better seal 1t up again. You got to have 100

per cent 002 reading before you can open that mine up again,

Q. Is water any good for these mine fires?

A. Sure, 1f you can get to the source of fire, but if your fire is
raging. « « « I seen the time that we was fighting a fire at Barr Coal
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Company that we was working in smoke, and af'ter we bratticed off

where we could get to the last open crosscut, well, then we had to

start walling in this fire with cement blocks. Well, we was all right
until we got near the top because as the fire became more contained,

the upper part of this wall that you were building, the heat was
becoming more intense because you're walling in that fire. Then we
started getting small explosicng.. Every once in a while, 1t'd go
whooof. The gas would accumulate and explode, accumulate and explode
periodically. Then when it stopped, you had some apprehension whether
the next one was going to be a blg one or whether you was smothering 1t
out, which it happened that we had smothered it out. But we was a little
apprehensive about 1t. (pause) CHM, let's see. They'd put a hydroxyl .
radical, that would be. . . . methyl alcohol, that would be CHBOH,
wouldn't 1t?

Q. Larry, don't ask me. (chuckle) (tape turned off)
You were telling me that you're very interested in astronomy and that
this really is your avocation and love. Is 1t true that you can see

stars iIn the sky from the bottom of a mine shaft?

A. Absolutely not. All you see is like looking through a little square
postage stamp window because the top-. . . you know, you're so far down
deep, all you see is a little bitty square hole., That's all you can

see is daylight, just a daylight type of hole through there like a window,

Q. Have you heard that story, too?

A. I've heard that story, but there's no basis there because I've

worked in the shaft a lot of times. You have to holler up sometimes for
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the cage to go up a 1little higher or down a little lower or something.

You're always looking up. No, that's a fallacy there.

Q. How do miners feel about women going down in a coal mine? I've

heard that they're very much against it.

A. Not universally. There might be a few kooks (laughter) that's
superstitious, A lot of people don't believe in walking under a ladder
or anything like that., There might be a few men like that, but

universally, there's no. . . . Why, there's even cages where women

have worked in mines in some countries. I brought my wife in the mine
two times, I took six mins. I came out with a trip of coal one time
and there was six nuns on the bottom. They all got in the car and I
took them in. But one thing I didn't do--when you get inside with the
motor, see, your empties got to go on empty track and your motor goes on
loaded track. Well, you throw a flying switch. You're going wide open '
with your motor, and then you slow your motor down and pull your coupling
pin on your trip, and then you run away from your trip. Well, your
motor goes onto your loaded track and your empties go on the empty track.
Sometimes if that filrst car would jump at the frog, why, the whole trip
Just plles up, and you wouldn't take a chance with six nuns in the first
car., So I had to stop and let them out, and then back the trip up

to make a flying switch iIn. And the nuns met the boss on the pardon
there, then he took them inside.

Q. Was this here in Springfield?

A. It was in Athens, Barr Coal Company.
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Q. Why were the runs in the mine?

A. Well, Johnny Singer, he ran the mine and they were awful religious.

I guess in their church services or something, why, I guess he invited
them to come down to vislt. That's how come that they were down there.
But I can't think why nobody went in with them because I just put them in
the first car, told them, "Jump in the first car,”" and I took them inside.
(laughter)

Q. Were you surprised to see them?

A. Well sure, you was surprised to see them. That's the last thing you'd
look for in a coal mine. (laughter)

Q. What did they wear? Did they have to wear hardhats?

A. No, they had . . . I even forget what they was wearing. They
certainly must have. I remember one was sitting forward in the car and
ghe had a light in the middle of her head. I believe it was some kind
of battery light. I can't even recall what they was wearing. They
had to have lights. And talking about lights, did you know that a mule
never has lights on his head? And they don't have lines., That's where
gee and haw is. All that mule has on him is kind of a harness with a
tall chain, Just a chain with a hook on it. They hook this chain on
fhe trip and the mule pulls the car out, and the driver is sitting on
the front of the car where there's a bent piece of metal that he sits
on as a driver's seat. But the mule, he'll walk or run or whatever the
Ccase might be, but his ears 1s always standing straight out, straight
up in the alr., I guess the tips rub the top a little bit, and when



Larry Mantowich éGB

he comes to a low place, he bends his head; when he comes to a high
place, he straightens his head out. He never bumps his head, and them

ears is just swaying, you know, straight up like a fox.
Q. His antemnae.

A. Yes, similiar. And they don't have a light, but they run in the dark

ard everything.

Q. You were saying the reason for gee and haw., I didn't quite under-
stand that.

A, Well, if the driver cames in the room, or if he wants the mule to
turn to the right, he'll holler, "Gee." If he wants the mule to turn to
the left, he'll holler, "Haw." And the mile obeys him. There's no lines
to pull on the right line or left line; it's gee and haw. And the mules
understand that.

Q. This 1s to send him off from one track to the other?
A, Yes.
Q. Because isn't he attached to his car and the car is on the track?

A, Well, now if the driver got to leave his empties out on the entry, then
he has to uncouple the mule from the emptied cars to go in and get your
load. Well, he'll holler, "Gee," and the mule will turn around and go

into the room, The driver will hook his tail chain on the car and pull
this load out amd go to the next room and pick up that load. Oh,

|
|
sometimes the roams are on the right-hand side or left-hand side, or if
he wants the mule to go all the way around and go in the other direction,
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why, he'd just tell him haw or gee, what turns he wants the mule to make,
and the mule understands perfectly. There's no problem of urnderstanding.

Ard sometimes a mule, I've seen them hit the trolley wire and, boy, it
Just knocks them down. Knock a man downy I've been knocked down a few
times with a trolley wire. Boy, 1t feels like somebody kicked you

or something. First thing you know, you're on the ground. You got to
avold that trolley wire. Sometimes you crawl in there and a trolley
wire is about that tall from the car, and you got to crawl in there.

Q. About ten inches?

A. Yes.

Q. So you didn't have to switch from one rall to ariother? You'd be
coming down a track and you could go eithe_r to the right or go straight
ahead without switching, the way you would on a railroad?

A, Oh, yes. You have to get into the room. Some of the more lmpor-
tant switches was the kick switch. You could kick it with your foot,
Otherwise, you'd have to just sway your car. It didn't have a moveable
gwitch; it just had a stationary switch. You could sway your car a
little bit and that car would go info that curvature in that curved
raill and you'd go in the other direction. Yes, each place you had to
turn off the straightaway, you had to have a switch, a frog and a

switch, Jjust like on top, like on a rallroad track.

Q. Well, that's why I was wondering why the mile had to know gee or
haw since the driver would be switching his car onto a right or left

turn.
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A. Well, before he'd switch a car, he'd holler, "Gee," and switch his
car to the right; the mule was already gone gee, you know, off the
straight. No sooner than you holler "Gee," he's golng to turn immediately

to his right.

Q. Otherwise, the car could be turning to the left and the mule could
still be golng straight.

A. Yes, if you didn't holler, "Gee," that's exactly what would happen.
Qs Those mules were pretty smart.

A, Oh yes., I told you when we had the fire at Barr Station and we had
to get them mules out. Well, we'd get one mule out at a time, and they'd
kind of blindfold the mile s0 he wouldn't become blinded., Maybe they'd
be down in the mine eight months. It was a funny thing. I don't know
whether the mules realized it, buft every time ancther muile would come

to the top, boy, these mules that was already on top, they'd whinny,

you know. Yes, I don't know whether they was delighted or what the
reason was, but they'd whimny when that cage would come up with another

mile,

And it was hard to get the mules back down. They had a regular mile car,
and they'd tug and pull this mule onto the cage, you know, and they'd
have to close this gate. And when that gate and the cage was going down,
you could hear that mule kicking them sides all the way to the bottom.
He was just kicking the sides. But them poor animals, if the mine didn't
close down this year, they'd stay down in the mine two years. They'd

never bring them up; but you had your stables down below, food and every-
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thing. Sometimes the mice would get so bad eating up the food, they'd
bother the mules. They'd jump; T don't know whether they'd jump in the
mules! nostrils or not, but boy, scmetimes them mice would get. . . . One
time we opened up the mine, and I opened up this car and the mice was

in this feed car. They was jumping up like raindrops. I don't know how
many hundreds of mice, and all that was left in this grain car was

chaff, They ate up all the grain. So you can imagine that would be

such a disturbance for an animal trying to eat under a condition like that.

That Barr Coal Company, Mr. Singer used to always bring a cat down there.
And you'd have to bring them cats milk because they'd get sick just
eating mice without any milk or anything, you know. But they would keep
the mice pretty well cleared out. But if you got mice, you'll never have
any rats. Even around your house, if you got a mouse around there, well
you can be sure you haven't got any rats. If you ain't got any mice,
well, then you might look for a rat because the rats will eat up the
mlice, see. So if you got a mouse, why, there's no rats around there.

They couldn't exist around the rats.

But anyway, these cats, sametimes you could go down the entry, and way up
in the timbers you could see two shiny eyes. (laughter) Those cats, they'd
go inslide and all over. And the mules, after the day's work, at the mule
stable, you'll see a big cluster of dust where they'd take a dust bath.
They'd roll in there, roll around to get the sweat off their body, I

guess, They seemed delighted when they were rolling around in that dust.
Q. Would the cats stay down there and raise families?

A. T never noticed any little bitty kittens because Mr. Singer always,
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after a cat started getting a little bit too skinny, he'd take him up.

But you got to put them in a gunny sack or something, too. They'll fight
on going down there., I guess they can feel that downward movement on the
cage or something, but they're kicking just like them mules when they're
going down. But they don't seem to mind 1t when they're down below then.

They have their freedom, you know,
Qe Would they get fairly wild?

A, T didn't notice any of them getting wild to the extent . . . oh,
they'd probably run from you if you get too close, maybe afraid of your
light, but if they're around where the electric lights are or something,

they're not afraid of you.
Qs They didn't share your lunch?

A, Oh, I guess they would 1f somebody gave them some. Generally, they're
around the bottom, and when we ate lunch we was way inside, see. They'd
very seldom go all the way inside. But I never seen them in these

larger mines. The cats that I've seen was just at Barr Coal Company.
Sangamon had a few because the same guy, Mr. Singer, he always brought
the cats down. I guess a stray cat that nobody wanted, why, instead of
suffering, Mr. Singer would bring him down below. They'd serve the
purpose for themselves and the company, too. And he was always good;

he'd always bring milk down for the cats. When they got too skinny,

why, he'd bring them up on top, because they'd get awful poorly just

from eating a diet of mice, you know.

Q. When they shut the mines down, what did they do with the mules?
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A. They'd bring them up and out to pasture. A lot of the miners that
had a little property, they'd ask the company for a mule., They'd keep the
mile all summer to plow their lots or anything. They'd use them on top

if nobody wanted them. They was out in the pasture until the mine opened

up again.
Q. Did they kick coming up out of the mine?

A. Not too bad, not too bad. But they was a little apprehensive any-
Way. Anytime you hardle a mile, he's always jumpy, no matter where it's
at. The biggest battle was getting them on that cage and getting them
down below. Af'ter the mule would be halfway on the cage, then a couple
of guys would have to get a two-by-four on his back end, see, and push
him with that two-by-four. And the guy would be on the front with some-
thing In his bit, you know, in his mouth, and pulling him forward while
these guys was pushing him on the cage with this two-by-four. (chuckle)
And he was really recalcitrant, you know. (laughter) He didn't want to
get on there, but after they got on, they got that gate closed, well,
boy, then you could hear that kicking. And the guy would stay on top
of the cage, holding this rope that was around his bit, around his neck,
and he'd hold his head steady so he probably wouldn't stick his head
into the timbers on the way down, you know. He had to have his head

Stationary. Otherwlse, he might stick 1t into the timbers.
Q. Did the miners get fond of the mules?

A, Some of the drivers would bring sugar. And I don't know whether
sugar would make the mule feel any better to take the whip or not

because most all of them had them whips, you know. So it didn't appeal
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to me to whip a mule and then give him a lump of sugar, Some of them,

I guess, if the Individual was a good-hearted person,. why, I guess he
wouldn't use that whip too much., But every one of them, every mile-
skimnmer always had their big whip around their neck. That was synonymous
wWith a mile driver. And that mule driving never did appeal to me, I
did about everyfhing in the mine, run the motors and the machines and
riding trips and everything, but that mile. . . . I think I was a

1little bit more jumpy fhan them mules were.
Q. Well, where did the mule drivers fit in the hierarchy of the miners?

A. Well, when they was working on the solid--=you know I told you how some
of these guys might pay for a good room or an entry--well, maybe your
driver, if you'd treat him good, he might slip you an extra car any
chance he could get. But I mean they wasn't any much more in the
hierarchy. I think the motormen and trip riders was the most reckless.
They was held more in awe to the cammon miner because of their high
speed and recklessness with them trips, you know. But I guess there was
no herces in the mine because everybody was in the same circumstance.

Of course, just iixe cutting machine operators or something, they got
pald more money. See, your cutting machine operator was the highest
pald man in the mine, and your drillers was next. Motormen, trip riders,
they was good-paying jobs, and your drivers. Then they had trappers.

They was young kids; they called them nips.
Q. Nips?

A, N=g=P=S. They would open the doors for the drivers or the motor,

whatever the case was, or throw a switch or something like that. They
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was a begimner, If a kid went in the mine and didn't have a father or
something to take him into the face. . . . See, all this company work,
vdrivers, trip riders, motormen, they didn't have to get mining papers.
It's justithe men that blasts out the coal, the usage of powder and the
acquaintance with that blasting, that's your or;ly requirement of your
mining pepers. Otherwise, you could work in the mine fifty years without
getting mining papers if you worked company work, worked on the bottom
as a cager or a trip rider, trapper, anything like that.

Q. Well, weren't you fortunate that you didn't have to start out as a

trapper boy?

A. Well, I've trapped, but I was a miner first. But if they needed
somebody—and I wanted to get on the motor road and ride trips and
eventually get to run the motor; why, I started out from mining and as a
trapper. Then a trapper would be an apprentice on riding trips. You'd
hope that the trip rider wouldn't show up that day or something so you'd
get to ride trips. Then eventually, why, the trip rider, he eventually
got to run the motor if the motorman was off, And finally if the motorman

died or quit or whatever it was, why, then you got to be a motorman.
Q. And you've doné it all?

A, Oh yes. And then the cutting machine--that paid more than anything.
At the Barr Station one time, the motorman got hurt and he was off for
three months. And I run the motor, but I was getting cutting machine
wages. So I made way more money than he did because that was his steady
job. T got paid my cutting machine wages for rumning the motor for
three months., That was kind of a gravy train there for me,




Q. Have you ever heard of the fellows buying miners' papers?

A, No, I don't believe that's possible. No, that's state regulated.

I don't believe the examination would be that hard in the first place.
Because you can answer a few questions doesn't make any better miner.
They ask you those few questions, and I believe anybody that's spent any
time in the mine at all could answer those simple questions that you're

asked on the examination.,

Q. Well, evidently this was used to get jobs. If they had a full
compliment of men, sometimes another fellow would buy a man's papers

because he was going to another kird of work.

A, No, no, No, because your name and everything is on your papers.

Just like you can't buy antcther person's socilal security card.

Qs Change names.

A. You couldn't hardly buy that. That's the same thing as any of the
papers. In that case, you could buy a doctor's certificate or dentist's

certificate, as far as that's concerned.

Q. But to your knowledge, you weren't aware of that happening,

A. T don't believe it's ever happened. It wouldn't be that necessary.
Q. Do you have anything else on . . .

A, Mining?

Q. Well, whatever. Well, we'll stay with mining since we're there, if

there's anything else you can think of,
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A. No, that's all I can think of right now. Now we was talking about
the Depression, where all the men looking for work, freight trains full of
hobos. Almost every freight would have anywhere from 100 to 150 hobos
on it. One time, we were going to Indiana and we was in Decatur. This
freight was ready to pull out, and there was about at least 100 of us
guys in this ditch, walting for the freight to pull out. And the rail-
road yard detective was on top, making sure we wasn't going to catch
that train. When that freight pulled out, if you wanted to see a
startled look on a guy, you ought to have seen that detective. We just,
all of us in unison, we mobbed that train, see. (laughter) That poor
fellow was confused. (laughter) He never caught nobody. (laughter)

Q. Was he on the train?

A, No, he was Just parading on the railroad there so we wouldn't catch

a train., He was going to make sure we wasn't going to get on, see.
Q. -Where were you going?

A. Just for a ride. You asked me if there was any penalties for riding
those trains., Well, on this same train, we got into Peru, Indiana and
1t was raining. So we stopped and asked if we could sleep in the jall
that night. So they let us sleep in the jalil. There was some more
fellows in there., We asked them what they was in Jall for. They says
they got eleven days for riding the freights through here. (laughter)

Of course, they couldn't charge us; we just went to ask for scme sleep,

see, same shelter,

Well, I didn't sleep all night because as soon as we got into the cell, well,
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that night guy, I think, or the day guy, he went home and we couldn't get
out until morning, no matter what. And I looked on the wall and there
was them little creatures rumning around on the wall, Silverfish, I
believe they call them. They run real fast. And there was a guy In the
next cell and he just smelled tb high heavens with booze, and everything
was cruddy in there., I was sorry we ever . . . 1'd sooner slept out in
the rain. We was on the third floor., It had three decks. Arnd right

in the next door was a dance hall and people were dancing there. That was
the kind that us fellows danced to, you know, good music and everything.
There I was, locked up. That's the only time I've ever been in Jail.
Well, when we left jall that morning, boy, they had that good-smelling

coffee, but they never gave us any.

Ard we left and they put a guy on our tail. He was tailing us. We
wanted to get out of that town, and he kept following us. And finally
when we went to the yards, a "Blue Banner" passenger train just pulled
into this depot, so we waited in the ditch. As soon as the passenger
train started off, we Jumped between the coach and the engine. We had
it made. Boy, we was all right. About a mile from town, here this
passenger starts slowing down. We looked around, stuck our necks—out,
you know, there as the train was slowlng down, and there was three
detectives about a mile down the track, waiting for us. Boy, we got
off of there fast. They didn't catch us, but we had to wait all day.

Well, that night about half past eight, a "Hot Shot" .came through there, A
"Hot -Shot" is a manifest; it's one of these nonstop deals. You
heard that song, "Going East Fairloader, Golng West Seal-Tight?" Well,

that was one of those seal-tight trains, see., The boxcars were swaying.
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I guess they was about fifty of us guys tried to get it and I imagine
there was about only ten of us was successful because that traln was

really going through there. We got that train and got out of there.

Since it was sealed tight, why, on a refrigerator car, we'd break the
Seal and get into this ice compartment, but there was no ice in it, you
know, We found one with no ice in it. But then, before we'd get to the
big city, why, we'd get out of that compartment, close the door and put
the seal back on, then climb out over about five different cars. So if
they did catch us, they wouldn't catch us for breaking the goverrment
seal, see. But after we'd pull out of that big city, why, we'd go

back in our hole agaln, see.

Q. ABout how old were you?

A. BSeventeen.

Q. Who's we, when you say we?

A, Well, on that trip there was me and Stumpy, Stanley Lenox, Harold . . .
I even forget his name now. But he was a regular hobo. He even got away
from us. He kept on going. After we got to Springfield, he kept on
hoboing., The hobo was In his blood. Anyway, some of the strangest
stories that you could hear. On our way back from this particular trip,

we went in a hobo jungle.

Q. Here in town?

A. No, just before we got here. I belleve this must have been on the

north end of Decatur. And they had a big fire and they had tin as a
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windbreak, big pleces of sheet metal so it would break the wind, and
they had this big fire. And T guess there must have been about sixty men
Sitting around this fire when we entered the hobo jungle. Everybody's
welcome, you know; you're invited there. And there was a big, great

big colored fellow. He had the floor; he was speaking to everybody. And
the topic of conversation when we arrived, the first words I heard, 'he
says, "And she gave me ple and meat." They was all talking about that
good food that somebody had given them. (laughter) We thought it was
pretty furmy because we aiways took money with us, you know, to buy our
food. We just went as a lark; it wasn't a necessity with us. But them
poor fellows, But some of the stories, it's unprintable., If I can

give you an idea, if I can word it--some of the predicaments that some

young hobos got into when they met up with perverts.
END OF SIDE ONE

Qe You were telllng me about some of the experiences that some of the

fellows had.

A, Well, now they'd warn you when you went out West [to] always avaid one
detective, they called him Texas Red or Texas Slim., He was a mean one,

To avoid him, they'd ride the rods. They'd crawl under the car and them
big rods that's under the car, they'd lay on those rods and ride through
that territory., But they sald he used to even get a rope and tie a

big piece of metal on the end of this rope, and as the train was going
real fast, you know, why, he'd lower this rope. It would get under

the car and bounce up under this rod, try to knock you off of the rods.

There's plenty of those hobos got killed—jumped, you know.
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And you sald if you ever rode a freight, you'd like to go south. Stay
away from that South, For sure, you'd get put on a chain gang. That's
how they got all thelr roads built around thé southern states because you
get eleven days or a month on the chain gang, and they even contracted

you out to various contractors for differént work. And if that work wasn't
finished and they needed you yet, why, they'd provoke you into doing
something bad to give you additional time so you'd serve some more time

on the chain gang.
Q. Did this happen to anyone you know?

A. No, but we was going to go south one time when we met a couple of
these fellows at St. Louls that just came from the South. And we

Wag headed that way and they said, "For God's sake, don't go down
there,¥ because they just had to escape. Some of thelr buddies got put
on the chain gang. And that's the time I told you under this St.

Louls bridge that we run out of money. We was pretty hungry when we
met these girls passing out these samples of Ex-Lax. (laughter) And we
ate our £ill of them. (laughter)

Q. You were telllng me when the other side ended, that the fellows

had trouble wilth perverts on the road., Were these fellow hobos?

A. No, no., They was talking mostly around in New York. There perverts
that was looking for young boys, that's where they'd get them, on

the hobo. Somebody that's in need, desperate need of money. No, these
fellows, the perverts, wasn't on the road; it was just somebody in the

cities,
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Q. Would the older guys sort of take you under their wing?

A. No, you was among strangers at all times. They didn't trust you;
you didn't trust them. I mean, you were friendly enough and everything,
but how could you trust a stranger on the road, you know. We buddied
up with ourselves. Well, you could stay in the same boxcar or something

like that, but you never come into close association with anybody.
Qs You never tried it by yourself?

A, To hobo? Oh no. If it was necessary probably, but we Just went for
a lark., The mine would close down; 1t would be a nice spring day, so
we'ld get In a boxecar. Oh, we'd wave at the people. One time, there

was two farmers carrying this ladder. This one farmer in the back end,
carrying the back part of the ladder, he had a bucket in his hard and
in his other hand he had this other end of the ladder., And we waved
a.nd he dropped the end of the ladder to wave at us, and the other guy
turned around and looked at him to see what the heck he was doing.
(laughter)

Q. How many years did you hobo or lark?

A, Well, it wasn't too many because I would have never done it when my
folks was llving. It was just when we were alone, me and my sister,

Oh, maybe two summers, something like that.
Qe And you got to St. Louls and Indiana. Where else did you go?

Q. Oh, that's about all that I went, but my buddies, they went to
Kangsag City and all over, But that's about the ohly real trips that I
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made., We went to St, Louils a few times, But going to Indlana, that was
the only time, It was Peru, Indlana was the farthest we went east.

Qs You sald that you used to crawl along the top of the cars.

A, Yes, and you can't do it today because they got these cushion cars now.
If you take a look at a freight train now, you couldn't jump from one car
to the other. They got these great big long bumpers. And some of those
cars, the ladder don't even go to the top of them, So it would be
impossible to jump right across a frelght today. You'd have to get in one
car ard stay fhere, But before, you could go from the caboose all the

way to the engine all across the top of the frelght.

Qe What was the distance you'd have to hop back, in the good old days?
A. What do you mean, hop back?

Qs From car to car.

A, Well, we'd go about five car lengths.

Q. I meant between the cars.

A, Oh, well, you could step across it. It's stepping distance, yes.
I'd say it was three feet. And you could walk across a whole freight, but

you couldn't do that today.
Q. They've taken all the fun away?

A. For some guys, I suppose, But you never see anybody riding freights

anymore.
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Qe Why?

A, Sufficient employment. That's the main reason the people went then
anyway. That was thelr means of transportation to gét .. . I. most of
them was going to Detroit, looking for work, or Chicago or New York, any-
place. And then those that never found work, never had a home to go back
to, why, they just continued to roam until maybe they hit a place.

I know one fellow, he went way up into Montana and he got to be a cowboy.
He thought he was a cowboy, but it was working on a cattle farm or

steer farm, whatever 1t is. I guess you could call him a cowboy.

But he stayed there, He came back here for a few visits, but he loved it
over there., It was a cold climate and they stayed in thelr bunks,

whole group of men, just like you see in the movies. Bunch of single
fellows, and I guess, paydays, they'd go to the next town, whatever it
is, and have their fun. Go back to work on the ranch. And I guess

some of them got on some of these dude ranches or any work that appealed

to a person, you know.

Q. I've never had the opportunity to hitch a freight yet. If I

wanted to go to Indiana, how would I know which train to get on?

A. Well, you'd know to go to Indiana, you'd have to get probably

from here to Decatur, and you got your Wabash. You don't call it the
Wabash now; what do you call 1t in through here? Anyway, that goes through
Indiana, through Detroit. You catch your Illinois Central if you want

to go to Chicago or LaSalle., Or you could find out. If you didn't

know, I guess you could ask some bums or something. But generally,

you know what trains because if you wanted to go without hopping a train,
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1f you wanted to go to Indiana on a passenger train, you'd have to
find out from your train depot.

Q. So you'd just go out here and catch a train going north if you wanted

to go to Chlcago?

A. Yes, the Illinois Central., You couldn't catch this train here on
a Midland because it goes to Peoria. But if you did catch it to go to

Peoria, I guess you could catch one going out of Peoria into Chicago.
Q. You didn't have maps with you?
A. No, you didn't need a map, All you had to do was get that freight.

Say for instance, if you couldn't get a dlrect freight from here to where
you was going, you'd have to go to the next city that did have a train
going in that direction.

Q. Wasn't there always a chance you'd be bumped off on some siding?

A. If you caught a local, a local train, It'd take you forever to get
there on the local anyway. You wouldn't catch a local; you'd generally
catch a fast freight, a manifest.

Q. You'tve used this word manifest before, That's a new word to me., You

called it the "Hot Shot¥ manifest.

A. Well, railroad people call it the manifest, but the hobos called it
a "HOt Shoto" =

Q. S0 you hobos were rather picky about which trains you caught,
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A. Well, you wouldn't catch an old slow one, (chuckle) One with old
empty flatcars, (laughter) Sure, then yoﬁ'd get put on a siding for
hours at a time. No, you got to g;ét a stralght-through one. Then if

you was 1n a bilg hurry, then you'd catch a passenger train,
Qs Where would you ride in the passenger train?

A, Between the coach and the train, right between, And thatls a good

fast ride.
Qe Is it hard to hang on?

A. No, because you had an iron bar, kind of an iron rall that you
stand with both feet against it, On a freight train, you could sit
down or anything. But not on that, you had to stand up between the

coach arxd the train.
Qe You had to pay for your speed.

A. Yes. We got in a wreck one time. I wrecked a car; we was going to
Chicago. Ard I was driving and I didn't know how to drive very good, but
the fellow that owned the car, he was intoxicated for three days and

he was incapable of driving. We had to take this kid that he was.with
back to Chicago. So they asked me to drive them up there, and I told

fhem I would. There was five of us in the car, and I never knew how

to drive very good, but it was a brand new Model A car, four-door, and

we just got on the other side of Pontlac., We was going wide open and I ran
off the road, off the shoulder, and the shoulder was way much lower than
The hardroad. I never had the sense enough to stay off of it. I tried

to c¢limb back on the road, and we swayed and swayed and we turned over







































