
They could've famd terri tory scarreplace else. That's the way it is with 

t h i s  CharnberlaSn Park, arid people don't mirad paying park tax, but I 

don't see why sane of that tax money can't go for the new. . . . There's 

been a lo t  of people that donated a lo t  of tlme and money and everything 

for  thatpark,  and it's nowhere near being completed. And I just worader 

i f  they'll  ever be el igible t o  receive any park money frm that. I 

don't know. 

Q, What parks do you have In this area that axle close enough for you t o  

walk t o  or r ide your bike to? 

A, Nane. Bunn Park. And I guess Bergen Park i s  not i n  existence 

anymore, is it? Just a l i t t l e  golf course. No, that 's about the only 

one that I know of. Lincoln Park. But that ReservoFr Pwk was a 

beautint1 park, though. Do you remember i t ?  

A. You don't? Well, along North Grand  Avenue, on the north side of 

North Grand  Avenue, the trees was on each side of the walk, and it was 

so shaded and they w e r e  so close together that it was just Wce 

mlldng in a big tunnel. It was absolutely beautlfbl. And the big 

reservoir hill with the fountain In the middle and steps going up, 

with a metal fence arau-dd it. Well, the boating lake, it went al l  

the way h where lanphier School is today i n  vadous curvatures of 

the lake and 611 the way t o  where the bal l  diamonds are, that extensively. 

It had beautirul islands in the middle and people went rowboating, 

you how. Tm them days, I guess, that's all the people had t o  do was 

go t o  vartous parks with their picnic baskets, catch a streetcar and 



go t o  the park, the whole family. One tlme out at that Washington 

Park, they gave a whole carload of watermelons aww t o  everybody that 

wanted a watermelon, everybody. And the park w a s  just crowded, just 

fill of people. 

Q. Sa-s Uke a good idea, 

A. Yes. That whole carload of watermelons was given t o  the people. 

They had w i o u s  entertahwnts,  your bands, you know. Each park had 

a bandstand, But that was a disgrace the way they did the park, another 

blunder, I think, they made at the school board. 

Q. A disgrace-you mean, the fact that they gave that park land up? 

Is that what you  ant? 

A. Well sure. The park board sold it t o  the school board, I guess. 

And then another thing, the school board condemned . . . what was the 

name of that school where the Catholic boys had it for years af te r  

that? Converse, Converse School. Well, that  thhg's h use today, 

a d  they cordarmed it years and years ago and sold It t o  the Catholic boys. 

It was a Catholic boyst high school for years, and I guess it's still  i n  

use, the building. And it was corxlenrmed and abandoned by the school 

board-one of the best schwls i n  Sprjngfield. It was practically a new 

building, figuratively new in ccanpavlison with the rest of the schools. 

kt there was hanky-- there saneplace. Same with that Reservofr Park. 

%me with the . . . it wasn't a zoo, but they had wild animals in  the 

fagrmrds, deem and stuff, Why, I heard various stories. The guy 

that took care of it, what was his name? Ford. I forget his f i r s t  name; 

there was so many of them. But anyway, he was kind of an overseer over 
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there. I heard a lot of stories where them guys h d  venison. S m .  Theyld 

No m t t e r  where you go, people say things l ike  that, you lose some of 

your religion, sane of your patriotism. I was raised Catholic and I 

really became agnostic. I don't know what I really believe h~ now. P& 

reli-gion, I think, would be more. . . . Are you acquainted with Doctor 

Schweitzer,Alhert SchweLtzer? He had true religion, i n  w opinion. He  

had the reverence for a dignity of al l  l i f e  that was created by the 

Heavenly Father. There's s m  more. There's your Berrigan, Father 

Bemigan was anti-was. The Belrigan brothers. If more of the religionists 

wauld take those issues up, I beUeve it would be better off, but 

they don't want t o  rock the boat because, of course, there's favoritism. 

Look at your tax e x q t i o n s .  1 guess i f  they protest too loudly, why, 

they might get same repercussions, too, see. I donlt know, but I admire 

people that w i l l  s t ick their  neck out, l ike  the B e m i g i n  brothers or 

something 19ke that. Even l ike  you mention& the other day, Mother 

Jones, she was a rich lady. She didn't have t o  st ick her neck out fo r  

the miners like that,  but she did. 

In Russia . . . what was her name? T k y  caned her Madame Babushka. 

She was a rfch lady, and she stuck with the people that overthrew the 

czar. But there's so very few of those kirad of people. People 

would have m r e  fa t th  if  there was more of that type of people. 

Q. When we had the tape off a minute ago, as I was changing tapes, 

you were gob$ to t e l l  the history of your smoking. (chuclde) 

A. Oh. Well, I can't W I y  t e l l  when I started nx>king, I guess 



rq,r brother taught me so I: wouldnft be able t o  t e l l  on hSn far smoking, 

see, because I had it on M; you know w h a t  I mean. You overlord 

swnetNng on h&n. (laughter) So he taught me t o  smke so I couldn't. 

I lost  nly power. 

Q. About how old were you? 

A. Well, I was i n  my primary grades, so it must have been between sfx 

and el@;ht years old, I suppose. Inhalbg, too, It wouldn't have 

been a habit  if I didn't inhale. Then, when he seen that I was addicted 

t o  them, why, he t r ied t o  be l i t t l e  me for  moking. Ehmytlme he saw some 

short flu?riy-looking M e e t  guy or something, held t e l l  me that 's  how 

I was going t o  look when I grew up, see. I never did quit, and I never 

was able t o  quit. It's a real addiction. 

One tlme In history, some of the EXlropean countries, I think they gave the 

people l i f e  for, you know, introducing cigarettes into a country. And you 

can very w e l l  see how that cane about. These guys c m  over here, mkbg 

fhL&nd& with the Indians. They had to  be nice guys; they had to  smoke 

that peacepipe. Well, you know haw that is. (chuckle) Krst thing you 

know, he developed a habit for Zt, He couldn't go b e  without any 

good tobacco, so they even brought their  seeds and everything over there 

so they could ra ise  It In their  own country. And boy, it was prohibited 

in a lo t  of countries. 

Q. Where did you get your cippettes? 

A. Mostly off the streets. When we couldnlt find cigarette butts, 

why. . .  



Q. W o u l d  you follow people down the street? 

A. Well, not necessarily. On a dry day, you could walk d m  the street  

a r d  s h o t  . . . we called it shooting snipes. We shot snipes al l  the 

tSne. We alwws had a half a pocketfil of snipes in our pocket. If 

We'd run out in rainy weather, wlmtertime or something l ike  that, why, 

then we'd have t o  get in the old manr s tobacco can. We didn' t like 

it very much-but that was the only alternative--because that was too 

strong of a tobacco. And It was stringy, kind of a stringy tobacco, 

but you could r o l l  it up in newspapers. Well, if we had cigarette 

p a w s ,  it would be a l l  right. But we very seldom had cigarette papers; 

we just used newspapers. 

Q. No to i l e t  paper? 

A. No. Toilet paper them days was nonexf s tat .  W e  had the catalogs. 

Q. Would yowl father miss his supply of tobacco? 

A. Well, no, not out of a big can. It came in a big coffee can, you 

how. You wouldn't miss it that much. 

Q. Did your parents fhwn on your smoking? 

A. Well, they f!rowned so much that I never smoked . . . After I reached 

mmhood, working in the coal mine, I never smoked in front of my Pather 

or mother either, They knew I smoked; they caught me plenty of times, but 

I guess they knew it was a lost  cause. They wasn't going t o  acknowledge, 

t o  a l l c r w  us t o  smoke, you know. We never did smoke in  f h n t  of our 

parents, even my brother. 



Q. How about the school? D i d  the schools mlnd your mking? 

Am Why sure. We always got a w h i p p h g  i f  we m k e d .  On the way t o  

school, so the teacher couldn't smell ouwl breath, we just picked wild 

onions and a t e  the onions so she couldn't smell our breath. Then she 

got t o  smelling our fingers. (laughter) She could me11 the tobacco 

on owl fingers, you how. Breath snells like onions and the fingers smell 

like cigarettes. So she'd give us a tamping. She didn't wait for our 

mther t o  give us a tamping; she'd give it t o  us, M Lt  was humorous. 

Scmtimes when we was get thg  a tamping, some fellows would see who 

could make the f'unmiest face when they wa.s gettlng a whippjng. (laughter) 

Sanetimes the whole class would laugh. You becam more of an entertainer 

while you was g e t t w  a whipplng. 

she there the rest the Idds? 

A. 3j1 f b n t  of the whole class, oh yes. 

Q. How often were you whipped for mklng? 

A. Oh, I don't know how many times it was for smoking, but It was 

always for  sanething. (laughter) 

Q. You mean this was a part of your daily ritual? 

A, Well, you didn't get a whipping every day; you wasn't caught 

wery day, but it was frequent. That included all the boys. Very 

few girls, the glrls never got a whipplng; It was always the boys. 

Q. That's because we glrls are so good. 



Q m  When did you stop work i n  the coal mines? 

A, Let's see. Around 1948 or 1949, something lLke that, or maybe a 

l i t t le  beyond. From there I went t o  Allis-Chalmers. 

Q, What did you do at Allis-Chalmers? 

A. Worked in the various assembly lines and so forth, but eventually 

1 was in inspection. And the thing that I want t o  ta lk  about on inspec- 

tion-each inspector had their  stamp, their  indlvidual stamp, 

A. A stamp. It was khd of a punch. You could punch it with a 

h e r ,  say for  instance, like a let ter .  Well, my stamp was shaped. W e  

a charrrpagne glass with a 23 in there. Well, i f  I insfiected the drflling 

aerat ion,  on the top of this case, I'd put t; stamp on it. Well, the next 

inspector, he ml&t inspect a drillkg operation or a mac- opera- 

tion on one side azld put his stamp on it. Maybe another one might 

inspect another part, the bottom of it; he'd put U s  stamp on the bottom, 

see. 

There was one incident. We had t o  check the drilling, boring a r d  

mll lhg ,  various operations. Maybe you r&#t be checMng the borings 

on this mchlne; I might be checking the drilling. on it, I m i g h t  

l a te r  on check the boring on one cas- these were the b i g  steer- 

clutch h o u s a s ,  the blg cases of a tractor. And this one incident, 

I came t o  work a t  four o'clock; I was working the four t o  twelve shift. 



And I noticed a bunch of inspectors looking at this case that was re turnd  

f h n  a campany in CaUfomda, one of the best tractor buyers, the biggest 

buyer iln California. It was one of the b-est tractors. There was a big 

sign on it, Attention Inspection Departxnent. What tbls buyer did, he 

just cut the whole back end of this tractor out and shipped f t  back 

because he couldn't apply extra equiprent. This is  a power takeoff bore. 

It was balled up; It was a bolt c b c l e  around this bore. And we wasn't 

fmpectbg those 100 per cent unt i l  he sent this whole back end of that 

tmctor  back. 

I just came t o  work, and I looked at that case. A l l  the inspectors was 

ammd, inspecting t o  see whose stamp was on there. When I came up 

there, there's that big charrrpagne glass right on there. (chuckle) 

It was blunder. But, of course, you couldn't accuse too badly 

because it wasn't a required 100 per cent Inspection. You checked the 

pr- operation and i f  that's a l l  right, w e l l ,  you could l e t  ten 

cases go because we knew those. . . . unless it was misplaced on a jig. 

And that 's what happened In this particular case. If we didn't 

inspect a p r h m y  setup, then a l l  the cases would have been bad. &t 

this just  happened t o  be tiltd i n  the j$g some way or other that the 

bolt circle was off. And that campany didn't have t o  do what they did. 

They cut that w h o l e  back end of that tractor out, just cut it out with 

a torch, and sent the whole back end back. And the conpny had t o  

replace it with an mtlre new unit. 

Q. Wha,t did you do on the a s s d l y  l ine  when you fbs t  started at 

Alus-c-s? 



A, Oh, &OUS thbgs ,  YOU never diid do one thlng, You might have t o  

put an axle in and maybe a l i t t l e  blt of t u s .  Then the efficiency man 

mUld cane up. Herd take a H t t l e  b i t  away Srm you, off your job, 

an3 give it t o  the next jgy axzd take the next guyrs, a little bit off, and 

glve it to  you. I don't know whether it had an$thing t o  do with efficiency, 

but you had various things. If you was working at the m t o r  station, say 

for imtance, well, you had t o  put so rmq fie1 l lnes in and mybe same 

clips that would hold w b h g  down and so forth. It's Just assanbled a 

l l t t l e  at a time. I 'd do a l i t t l e  b i t  . , . 
Q. Was it pretty boring? 

A. Well, everything is borbg if yourre, say for  Snstance, working 

Fn just putting bearings on the axles a l l  day long on your Idler 

wheels or tmck wheels, o r  smething that it was a continuous thing 

all day long, But anythhg is  monotonous. Just l ike  shoveling coal 

would be mnotonous, shoveling coal all day. If you do the same thing all 

day, you become good at that one thing, but you could nwer b u l d  a 

tractm. You could build that par t  of a t ractm,  and that 's it. 

LUe a person working in a shoe factory. You can work in a shoe factory 

all your life and never how how t o  rrake a pal r  of shoes. 

But that's the specialized system of industry, You became specialists 

at that one thing. If' it wasn't for that specialized system of Zndustry, 

we could never get t o  have the prodluction, the pmductivity of a nation 

like we do tday .  Even t o  the extent of a m r i c a l  system, your parts 

numbers a r d  so forth. Why, you'd look a l l  over the factory for  a nut 

or a bolt i f  it wasnrt far that nume~cal system. So i n  this specialized 



system, you have a specialist  in a shoe factory, just putting on heels. 

If a guy had t o  build the whole shoe, he might build a perfect shoe, 

but he might be an awfbl poor heel put+ruzer, see. So you'd have a bad 

padr of shoes anyway. 

Not only the specialized sys tm of i dus t ry ;  you take a mne- system 

along with the spechlized system of irdustry. They brought us into 

such a state of civilization. The monetary system, that is, your 

money is used as a measure of value and a medium of exchange, If you 

had t o  take a lump of coal and buy a loaf of bread ~ 5 t h  It, there 

was no way yau aould -sure the value of that coal or bread. You'd 

have t o  c q  it-you wouldn't have a medium of exchan@;e-you'd have 

to take the lump of coal t o  the grocer t o  get your bread, see. You 

muldntt know how t o  cut it up, how much coal t o  give Mm for that. 

S9 that measure of value, the medium of exchange, ard the specialized 

system of M u s t r y  is what brought us t o  such a state, that wetre i n  

today, of productivity. 

Q. Do you think it's good? 

A. Sure, sure. The only thing wmng..yney, that 's  a l l  money was 

syposed t o  have been rasd for, as a masure of value d a medium of 

exchange. It wasn't supposed t o  be used as a tool  t o  make money, 

like stockmarkets or, say for  instance, loan companies. See, a loan 

c a p m y  is using money as a tool to make money. And then that can be 

profane t o  the extent of . . . Look at your Federal Reserve System. 

We have this k f l a t i o n ,  Tkt Federal Reserve System can create 

prospwity, depression or an$thlng that  they want t o  by the control 



of that money. 

Now I've forgot what ar t ic le  . . . Article 5, 1: think, Section 1, in 

the Federal Constitution invests Congress with the exclusive right to  

coln a d  issue money and regulate the value thereof. So we do our mint 

cabs  And 2ssues of mney, but we do not regulate the value thereof. 

We turn this mney over t o  the Federal Reserve System, a bunch of private 

financiers for the Govermment. They can regulate the volume and 

supply of' money and circulation by your open m k e t  and your discount 

rate system. Y o u r  discount rate systm is your prime Interest rate. You 

read where it went up to  10 per cent the other day. When you do that, you 

can expand or contract the volume and supply of money in circulation. Y o u r  

open rwket, you sell stocks and bonds and the volume of money is con- 

tracted. Y o u  buy up stocks ard bonds, your volume and supply of money 

in cWculatlon is  expanded. They can control that any time they want 

t o  by that open m k e t  ard discount rate systm. 

Now In the United States Covemnent, we do c o h  and issue the money 

and we turn it over to  the Federal Reserve for 2/10 of 1 per cent per 

umlt. That means 2/10 of 1 per cent whether it's for a hundred dollar 

b i l l  or a thousand dollar b i l l  or a one dollar b i l l .  It just means per 

unit 2/10 of 1 per cent. So if  the United States wants to  pay off a 

Congressman or senator or  a war debt or anSrt;hhg, they get it fbm the 

Federal R e s m  a t  the c m e n t  rate of interest, a t  that 1 0  per cent. 

So we're paying millions and millions of dollars for the use of our 

own money in our system. And all. it would take is an act of %n@;ress 

t o  put the control of the supply of money back in the hands of Congress, 

where the Constitution put It in the f i r s t  place. Ax-tlcle 1, Section 5, 



or what eve^ article it is, fn our Federal Constitution invests Congress 

with the exclusive right t o  coin issue mney and regulate the value 

thereof, That last depression was a planned scmcity, 

Q. You mean the one In L930? 

A, Why sure, sme. They talk about supply and d a m d .  The supply was 

there because the warehouses was f'ull of everythhg. They even had t o  

dump potatoes i n  the Mississippi River. (phone r h g s ,  tape turned off)  

The supply was there. The warehouses was full of clothes; they was dwnping 

potatoes i n  the Mississippi. There was men on the banks, standing with 

rifles, I wonder what orders they had when people would t ry  t o  get 

a potato out of a t  river. Just staradfng there with loaded rifles; 

I wonder w h t  orders they had and from whom. And people were hungry. 

People m e  be- evicted because there was too many e~npty houses. 

People were hmgry because there was too much food. People never had any 

clothes and the warehouse was fill of clothing. The supply was there. 

And everybody knows the demand was there became the people were hungry. 

So there was a lack of pwchasbg power. That was the only thlng. 

Econcxnics were there, but the lack of purchasing power was withheld 

due t o  this planned scarcity, the contraction of the money supply. 

Say for  instance, i f  you and I and three other people m e  on an island 

ard we had five dollars apiece, and you war, a butcher and I was a miner 

and he was a b'hker and so forth, we  had a stable econmy, and this 

money was going arourd i n  circulation and we were lfving happy. 

If I had floated a b o d  or stock, whatever It would be, for $1 

apiece and everybody bought one but me, because I issued it out, well, 



there's only $21 do% the same work as that $25 did. So that money value 

is  increased. The value of that $21 fs worth $25 because it has to  

do the same work as the $25, so it increased i n  value. But if  you owed 

me $1 yesterday, then when the m e y  increases i n  value, you owe me 

approximately $2 i n  value, If we doubled the valuation of mney, you'd 

owe me $2 i n  value since the tlme the value went up. And that applies 

wTth stocks, bonds, mortgages or mything i f  the valuation of mney 

fncreases . 
So contraction of the value and supply of money in circulation makes 

m e y  valuable. Say for Instance, when the p r h e  interest ra te  goes up, 

In order t o  avoid all that high in twes t  ra te  and stuff, people don't buy 

anymore. The contractors can't bomw the mney; only the p r h  cus- 

tamers get t o  borrow the mney at this prime Interest rate. Well, 

the contractor that  builds thousands of homes every smer, he cauldnTt 

build a thousand homes. He  couldn't pay his employees un t i l  those 

thousands of hmes are bul l t  or he couldn't get his materials without 

them bank: loans, Or the famners can't get thei r  loans f'rcxn the bank, 

and everything is at a stopping pob~ t .  And they can expand the volume 

ard supply of money by that prime ra te  going down cheap, by makjng 

the interest rates cheap. People would get home loans; contractors would 

build hames. 

So i t t s  all itl the expansion d contraction of the supply of money in 

circulation. Those with the power t o  do that have the power t o  rule 

the whole country. And they're private f h c i e r s  ard I understand 

same of them, foreign. So un t i l  Congess can get tha t  ri&t back, 

where our Constitution put it there i n  the first place. . . . See, I 



believe it was 1911 or vihatwer it was, Black Friday they called it 

I thznk. That's when the Federal Reserve Boayd was created t o  avoid 

manipulation of nmney, But itt fe l l  right back En the hads of 'the 

rranipulators where It I s  today. And they can create scarcities, 

p r o s p d t y  anytime that  they want to. Like look at your oil companies today. 

(pause 1 

Q. Well, there's so many people today-to get back t o  Allis-Chalmers-- 

tha t  thbk that  the assanbly l i n e  system is  a poor system for work, 

that it's had on the fellow who's runnimg those l ines,  

A. I guess anything you do da,y in, da~l out, day in, day out is drudgery 

and I wess it's even . . . oh, I dontt know if  it's degrading, but I 

guess a~~bodyts going t o  get t b e d  of the same thing, day in and day 

out. I don't know how they would make it m r e  pleasant. Work i sn ' t  

pleasant in the flrst place. They could make the conclitlons more 

pleasant. 

The M r s t  time I ever heard music-after we had a fire in the mine, I got 

a job at Sane;am3, and they had music over the system, where I was 

working in the shipping roam. Well, it was just a big picnic for me; 

it wasn't work, And so If you could create that  type of atmsphme and 

m k e  work more pleasant for the people, why, I think they could p d u c e  

more. I l m  it would make me work better  because I was happy. You 

 OW, the w i c  coming over and everybody was pleasant with each other. 

Q. When did you work at Sangamo? 

A, 1945, just  for a few months. After the fire went out, why, I had t o  



go back. Well, then I worked on the war plant a t  Illiopolis,  building 

it dwling the sumner months. 

the i t ?  

A. On the construction of it, yes, There was t h o u d s  of men when we 

f l r s t  started up, right 3n the c o ~ i e l d .  They had tractors, but we 

had t o  pull them corn out one at a time and p i l e  them up. 

Q. Full what out? 

A. Corn out of the cormfield. The Govement had just bought this land 

for this munition ccsrrpany. W talk about waste-we was in the was and 

mney was no object. And we pulled this corn out one by one, the whole 

cornfield, and they had tractors and everything. And then they started 

building. We were supposed to build forty wits, but they found s a w  

quicksand d e r  a space where two mlts was supposed to go and they had 

t o  delete those two w?lits f'rom that area. But there was thousands of 

men. 

I know when we buil t  the reservoir, we took brand new hoses. We had 

to  sweep the water off the cement, that i s, some water that backed up 

there, so they could work. We'd take t k s e  brand new hoses, fire hoses, 

you know, and drag than to sweep this water off. We'd drag them 

about ten tlmes ard i t ' d  just make holes in than. They'd take brarad 

new tmck tWes and unload barrels and stuff on these brand new tires 

Wd just split them all up. And it was a cost-plus. The more material 

that the ccanpany would we and waste, why, that was added t o  their  cost- 

plus sme way or anothw. But, boy, that  was a real waste. Frd t o  think 



that we was at war w-d tt was just a mney* schem all the way 

thvgugh, After  the Guvemmat built thfs bfg &tion factory, then 

they t w n d  it over t o  the nunition company and they had t o  buy the 

rnulftfons Dam them. It was taxpayers; the taxpayer had t o  do that 

and the- boys had to lose the* lives in  the battle,  

Q. W t  year was this that you were wmkS.rg on the IlUopoUs construct5on? 

A. mst have been 1945 or 1946 or somthing, I don't know, d w h g  the 

War years. Those that didn't have t o  go to the war, , . . Of course, I 

was exempt f'rom the war by virtue of mining because I was a key n m  i n  

the key Industry. I was running the cutting machlne in the key industry. 

If I didn't stay wlth that Industry, ww, of course, I would've been 

subjected t o  the draft. 

Q You stopped mlnlng when you were worldng at Zlliopolis? How did you 

get up t o  Illiopolis? 

A. You mean transportation? 

Q. No, I mean weren't you st i l lmining? 

A. Oh, from the mine. It must have been another fire or something. 

Eith=:that or the mine was down for  one reason or  other, I don't 

remember what reason the mine was closed down during that time, but it 

Was sane reason. Mostly, at the BaYr Coal C a p a n y ,  mst of our reasons 

was fbe. Have to seal the me off, Oh, we fought a lot  of fires 

out there. 

END OF SIDE ONE 



Q. Haw long did you work at Tlllopolis? 

A. Oh, &an about May until October. 

Q. Am3 you tMnk it was about 1940 what? 

A. Between 1945 a d  1947, I guess, during the war yews. The best job 

I had out theule, though, I was a laborer, an3 they was looking for 

somebody that would work up high. They wanted t o  build a mkestack. 

And guys was in the m d  practically up t o  their knees, carry ing heavy t h  

bers and everything, right In the middle of the cornfield. So I 

volunteered for  this high work, ml all I had t o  do was pull up the 

two-by-sixes for the carpenters, ard they was rraldn@; this scaffolding 

for the mkestack. When we wt up rea l  high, why, a l l  I had t o  do 

was pull up enough mter ia l .  I had enough material pulled up in a 

half an bwts time t o  last the carpenters a half a day. And you could 

see way beyond , . . you could almost see Springfield f'rm out there. 

And it was In the s p h g  and it was hat i n  the cornfield, but I was 

up h the nice breeze. It was a good r e d  for volunteering. It's just 

the idea of getting used t o  being up high, And you got used t o  getting 

up that hlgh because yau was go* up there every day. That's just l ike  

that story about that guy that picked up the calf every day un t i l  it 

got t o  be a flill-grown cow. You've heard that story. Well, that 's 

the way tMs was. You start fkmn low and you just got a c c u s t ~  t o  

the height that way. It was the best job that I had out there. 

Q. Did you join another union when you were out there? 

A. Laborerst union, yes. And I cmld Wve kept that up, but when we 



went back t o  the mine, I didn't intend t o  go back laboring again. 

Q. When you worked at Sangamo, did you join a Man? 

A. They didn't have a union then. The mLon came latw on at Sangamo. 

was in the union at Allis-ChaZmers; that 1s the United Auto Workers. 

h t e m t i o n a l  Shoe C a p a n y ,  when I was there for  three months, there 

was no union there either. 

Q. When was that? 

Q. What were you doing at Inte~'la.tiona1 Shoe? 

A. Rolling insoles. There was a rolling machine l ike  these old-tlme 

wringers, you know, two rollers. And they dLpped these insoles in 

same k h d  of a dye or sanething, It stiffened thls leather, but It 

also swelled this leather. So when yourd put it through this rol l ing 

machine, ik would kind of iron that leather out so it wouldn't have 

that swelled corditLon. And thm the cutting mchlnes would cut the 

&ales the size of what shoes that  they're going t o  m f a c t u r e  and just 

them on the Insoles. We didnrt have t o  give the outsoles that 

Particular treatment, just the m o l e s .  

Q. What were the conditions of work out at International Shoe? 

A. Llke any other factory, I guess. You just had t o  work and make your 

productLon, Well, that  was piece work h that; factory, yes. If you 

gat over yowl pwduction, the employees would hold a l i t t l e  b i t  back fo r  

tcmomw because i f  you nuke too-mch, then the prlce c u t t k  would 
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c c m  and cut your ra te  down, Then you had t o  make that mount for the 

same price, see. But if you held some of that work that you did today, 

held it back for tomrrm when you twraed in your t h e  for your amount 

of work, ww. . . , Oh, a l o t  of people would hold back work for  twa 

or t h e  days at a tSme, see. You get too hoggish and turn It all In 

arEl bhhk you're going t o  mke . . . at?d you would rrake a pretty good 

Pay this pay, but when the price cutter c m s  down, he'd cut your prices 

down. Well, you had t o  work l ike  the devil then for that same amount. 

They called price cutters efficiency men. And at Allfs-Chahers there, 

a *&end of mLne that lives on this block, he went out of the union 

into the ccarrpany payroll, and he was an efficiency ~llan. What did they call 

them? Them,  I think or time-setters. Anyway, he'd tlme you. He had 

a timeclock, see. He'd tlme each operation. They had a l o t  of than 

wound the factory. Then he'd se t  how mch time this operation is supposed 

to be done In, Well, he was a multiple dr i l l  operator, and when he 

tlmed those multiple drills, he tlmed them up so much that there aft 

nobody that could make that tlme. 

Years later ,  they got r i d  of this t3ming system and kicked h h  back 

down, back t o  Wrk on the same machine. And he begged them not t o  l e t  

go on the day time because them guys would give him a hard tlme, 

see, because he wasn't able t o  make the time that he set,  see, And he 

just had a hard time ard they had t o  take hlm back in  the union. But 

dLd you know he los t  all his seniority and everything, because as a 

ccanpar~t man, he had t o  start just as a new employee. And he los t  a l l  

his seniority ard everything, Oh, he got a r a w  deal out of it, and 

that's the way the ccanpanles treated a l l  thei r  men. A t  Pillsbury, all 
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than bosses over there, when they got old enough, they just got kicked 

out, There's a guy, Carl Broach, he was h the union for years and years. 

And they kept b& hlm t o  take a f o r m  job. He wou1dntt do It. 

RYnally, towa3.d the end, he took this foreman Job, and he wasn't there 

six months ard the capany' ldcked h3n out, yes. Made hlm re t l re ,  you 

know. Othemdse, he couldke still mainta3ned all his senlmfty 

rights ard everythhg. 

Anothw fellow, Irv Olson, he came fk.can Minnesota w i t h  the company. And 

a blg corporation has no love for  any man; they just have pmcluction 

and that ts  It. There's no love for  men i n  Industry. I never seen such 

disregard for hwnan life than there was In the coal mines. I know at 

au? work, you dank want t o  w e  with your f b id ,  the boss. Herd 

ask you t o  cut a place W you how it's bad top. Well, If youtre a c e d ,  

1'11 have C;eopge cut it." He'd t e l l  W r g e ,  !'If you're scared, well, 

1'11 have Larry cut it.'! And SO forth. You had the right t o  ref'use 

because we was union, but a person doesn't l ike  t o  haggle conthuously, 

Scanet*s you'd relent ard, "Well, okay, 1'11 cut this one, but that 's  all.!' 

Well, you could get ldlld with that one. There was one fellow, he 

come f'rcun Peabdy , and he was wly . 

A. Uglydcting manTohn S t a r e y e d  the miners wasn't used t o  that abuse 

because he come p a n  worldng in a Untted I'klne Worker mine when that produc- 

t m t y  was . . . 
Q. John Storey was a boss? 

A. Yes, he got t o  be a new boss a t  our mine, see. In order t o  sump in 
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a mchlne-l: got pictures of" the mchSles 1'11 s h o w  you somet3m+ta 

s q  that Ln, ymx machine I s  loose and unt i l  it gets under the coal, it's 

unstable. Well, where this cutter bar is  at, where it's supposed t o  be 

unstable, U you had bad top, you had crossbars across. Well, on the 

side where the cutter bar is supposed t o  swnp under the coal, I always had 

the timberman t o  notch, cut a square hole with a pick in that  side, 

and Put that en3 of that tlmber into that square hole. And on this side, 

he could put the leg wrder t o  prop under that timber, see. That took 

Wte  a tlme to cut a hole maybe that deep wlth a pick. 

about foot by a 

A. So this John Storey would say, "Just leg d e r  each one." It took 

half the t h e ,  see. And I remember &ed Stevens said, 'ILary put that8'- 

he called me Lawy--"Lmy don't put no timbers on the right side." hnl the 

bass says, "Lamyts not the boss; I'm the boss. You put a leg on each side." 

So Fred had t o  do wbat the boss said, Then we went t o  cut this real bad 

place out one time. We had t o  cut it because it was timbered right up 

to the face with a leg under each side, see. Well, then in order t o  get 

that cutter head urder the coal and stop a 1Lttle b i t  of this instability, 

we used t o  put a t i e  between the face and the machine and that would ldna 

of hald L t  t o  cut Wer the coal. Well, as soon as my buddy got the 

t i e  i n  there-Ms name was Frank Sherrell-well, I turned off the machine, 

h controls on the machhe was like on the old-t5.n~ streetcars; had a 

handle wlth a box on thwe, a control box. Well, I was at the controls 

& so rrq buddy got away f h n  the face, between the machine and the 

face, after we got tMs  tie stable. And he was st- at  the f'ront of 

the machine with his hand on this bar that was out there, And we ass- 



it was stable enough, and T turned on the machine, We was cuttimg under, 

cutting urklw. Ard before T could blink my eye, rq buddy, machine and 

everything disappeared, just tihat fast, Cmpletely covered up, just  

went d m  suddenly. What happened, the machine jwnped and knocked t h i s  

leg  out, the one that I was t e l l ing  you about that  John Storey changed 

the  procedure. Well, so I mul i n  the other roan and found a couple of 

fellows. I says, lfW buddy just  got killed, Help me get hlm out." 

And we got back in there ard t M s  timberman, Charlie Cabb. . . . 
Anyway, there was some slate still feather* itself off i n  l i t t l e  pieces. 

While this one fellow was trying t o  lift up this slate off my buddy, I 

was sweep- this slate as it would came down-mall pieces, shhgled, 

llke shingles coming down-so 2 t  wouldn't fall on you. And all of a 

sudden, here comes my old buddy when we l i f t ed  this one big piece of 

slate off. And here comes my old buddy's bald head up there. (chuckle) 

Wlt  we got hlm out ard put him in the car  axd they took him t o  the 

haspital. 

And here this boss comes running up. And I was there; we had jus t  

l i n e d  my buddy in the car, M that boss pabbed me by the shoulders, 

"Get back ;ln there and cut tha t  entry! Get back in there and cut that  

entry!" And I was so very concerned about my buddy getting crippled up 

W we didn't h o w  whether he was goilng t o  l ive  o r  die or how bad he was 

hurt, and that boss pushing m in there, t o  go Pn and get that mchine out 

of there and get that entry cut, see. That's hmnLty fo r  you. They jus t  

wanted that  piece of black coal, 

Some bosses were more kaunane. There was one guy, Popcorn, Popcorn Dbon. 

And he t r i ed  t o  get me t o  cut a place one t & ~ ,  'lOh,w he says, %hat . . . 11 



I says, "George, that top is too bad." "Oh, you can raise a family 

in  theye," you know, disagreeing that the top wasnT t bad. So, I didn't 

want t o  arwe with him, but I called his hi3r-d. I says, "Okay, I ?ll 

cut that place. W i l l  you go i n  there and cut it with me?!' Well, I 

called his hand; he couldnft back out. So he says sure he w i l l ,  

So my buddy stayed on the outside, and Popcorn went in and he held 

the jackpipe while I was t w t e n i n g  up the machine. The jackpipe a te  ln to  

this soft slate and this big piece of s la te  come down and f e l l  on 

George's toe ard broke his toe. Well, he came back from the hospital 

a couple days later, and he was on a cane. He crippled around there, 

crtppled m o d  there. You how, that leg never did get well; It just 

kept getting worse al l  the two Later on, oh, I T d  say a year later ,  the 

poor fellow had t o  have that leg amputated all  the way to  his Mp. And 

then later on, why, he died. Popcorn Dlxon. 

Q. Did you get t o  go t o  the hospital with your buddy? 

A. Oh, no. No, you had t o  go back in there and go t o  work. 

Q, How did he get &here then? 

A. Driver hauled h im out and they wuld get t o  the pardon and call the 

ambulance from the pardon. By the tQne youtd get on top, the ambulance 

is there waiting for  you generally, because it 's a journey t o  get back 

t o  the bottm. (tape turned off) 

Q, Well, of al l  the places youtve worked, which would be your mst 

favorite, do you suppose-the job you enjoyed the most? 



A. Well, I imagine because ft was the longest or whatever it is or from 

childhood, it's coal mining. I wouldn't hesitate to return to the mines 

if, well, if I was younger. I guess the dust isn't as bad as it was then, 

but I like the mines better than anyplace. But I never did mind working. 

I liked Allis-Chalmers; I liked Illiopolis. I had nothing but fln at all 

them places. I loved S q a m o ;  I like to work where I'm w o r m  now. 

I guess it's a state of mind. But I sure like the coal mines. 

Q. Well, I've sort of gotten that feeling because you keep coming back 

to the coal mines as we talk. We talk about your being a bad little 

boy and then wet re back in the coal mines. It sounds like International 

Shoe was not one of your most favorite places. 

A. No. Well, I just worked three months when Sangamon No. 2 was closed 

down that one time. It was closed down for three months and I got a 

job there. But oh, it wasn't so bad. See, I just started in 1929, but 

I just worked a little while in the mine, then I worked there. I guess 

I wasn't too much enthused to work anyplace at that age. I mean, at that 

age you liked to play more than you did work. 

So I didn't even care for the mines then. I told you how I slept in 

the crosscut and let rr~y poor father do most of the work. I even feel 

guilty for it, but, of course, I guess he didn't think nothing of it. 

I wouldn't have let it happen now, you know. So I wasn't mch of an 

enthusiastic worker, even when we was building thLs house. Whatever 

I did, I guess I was ordered to do; I didn't do it voluntarily. 

Q. Was International Shoe Company late getting organized? 

A. Oh yes. It was yews and years later when they organized and then 

they didntt have mch of an organization there. 



Q. Which unions flnally , , , 

A. I don't know, 1 don't know what organfzation It was, S m  kind of 

htemational Shoe Workers Confederation or whatever 2t was. 

Q, Well, it sounds like you didn't have too much trouble getting jobs, 

A, Not on them couple of jobs, but during the DepressLon, well, you'd 

fmn here to . , , It wasn't Allis-Chalmers then; it was Monarch. 

And you'd walk the whole city, looking for a job, Every mmhg back and 

forth. There was no unemployment corrpensattan or anything, You'd 

walk fkr;an construction jobs, from one place I% the other where they 

was maybe paving the mad or sanething. And that was a l l  failures. 

And you're just acquainted vslth the places that 1 worked, but the places 

that I didn't work . . . 
Q. Well, tell me about looking for work during the Depression. 

A. Well, everybody was lookfng for work. 

Q. How long were you out? 

A. Well, we was pretty fortunate because Sanppmn NO. 2 would work in 

the winteAime, and I was out during the murrner months. Even WPA, I 

worked on WPA until the mine opened up late that fall, maybe in November 

or whatever it was. 

Q. What did you do fo r  WPA? 

A, Well, we tore up s m  streetcar tracks uptown, all these streetcar 

mils. They had the men sittfng down there, They'd tear up a lot of 



brick streets,  md you'd sit there wLth a sledge anl goggles, just breakSng 

up pfeces, making l i t t l e  pleces out of" blg pleces. That's what they had 

a l o t  of men doing and it was huml l i a tu .  You didn't mkd tearing up 

their  tracks or something like that, but sittlng there, breaking up the 

bricks, maldng l i t t l e  pieces out of big pieces was k3r-d of a kaunriliating 

thing t o  do. 

Q. YOU were breakbg up the bricks o r  breaking up the tracks? 

A. The bricks, bricks, 

Q. For w h a t  purpose? 

A. Meell, they'd mlx these bricks In wlth sard and cement, and pave a 

s t reet  wLth tt, But that was a wrong tMng t o  do when they could 

have put that In crushers or  anything, you b o w ,  but they had men, 

Maybe you'd see a couple of h u n M  men, s i t t b g  down there Lfke ldds 

playing in the md, only you had a sledge hamner a-d goe le s  on, 

b r e w  up bricks. But then when we was build- rods out at the lake 

and stuff l ike  that , . , 
Q. Did you work on that? 

A. Oh yes, a lot of those roads and there was rippapping. We worked 

all wund them lanes. I was acquainted with those lanes then, but I 

ain't now. But we made a lo t  of those roads and ditches and everything 

around there, all on WA, Yes, you'd get on a  truck and r ide  a l l  the 

way out there, 

Q, How rrmy people were mrkirg? 
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A. Oh, I don't know. 'Various projects, they had lake projects and 

streetcar projects and projects a11 over the cLty, a l l  govemyment paid, 

you h o w .  And they worked all over, You'd have projects throughout the 

whole clty, But before WPA a d  CCC-that was more for the younger 

fellows-before that though, the freights was full of men, 

Q o  You mean men hopplng the *eight t ra ins?  

A. Seeking employment. The freights was fill going maybe t o  Chicago, 

New York, any of the big ci t les ,  looklylg for  work. Remlnds me of the 

statement, "They was headed for the c i ty  of Nowhere and would soon arrive,t1 

And the poor fellows would travel a l l  that distance ard t o  no avail. 

Them people over there wme out of work, and the freights were loaded. 

Phybe some of them was fortunate enough t o  find a job sameplace. 

Then your veterans went t o  WasWngton. =y went by freight and by 

truck, mey called them the bonus m h e r s ;  they marched on Washbgton. 

Was it MacArthur tear-gassed them off the Washington lawn? Wasn't it 

MacArthur? Yes, Douglas MacArtb, he was the head. And that was another 

thing that Mstory should record, one of the famous things, a famous 

general told everybody, w l l l l  be back." (laughter) FYmlly af te r  the 

War was won, he says, "1 told you I'd cane back." (laughter) 

Q. Well, you didn't march on Washington. Were you with the bonus 

m h e r s ?  

A. No, no, no, 

Q. Or the bonus axmy, I guess they s m e t h e s  call It. 



A. Yes, they was parked out here by the river. 

Q, Oh, really. 

A. Yes, They camped out there along the old waterworks, They had a boms 

marcherst whole tent city, Yes, people went out there and visited them, 

Q, You mean they were on the* way thmugh to  Washbgton? 

A. Either going or ccan2ng back, I don't know. LilLSan [narratorts wife], 

we went out there one time to  see than. 

Q, How many were there out there about? 

A. Oh, I don't know. Like a big tent city. 

Q. I-ku-ikeds or thousands? 

A. Hufkeds, maybe thousads because it was a whole city of tents. I 

can't estirrate right now the amount of bonus marchers that w e r e  out 

there. Remember when we went out bhere? (addresses L i l l i a n )  (tape turned 

off) 

A. . . . I don't know where they lived. I believed Louie [Cohen] lived 

On North Eighth, but I don't know where H e m .  , . . But H e m  never 

did get married. He was a bachelor his whole l ife;  I guess he still is. 

Q, Doesn't he have a son? 

A. No, Louie did. His son Richard. Ard they had a brother Ruby and 

they had a sister. She was a schoolteacher. I remennber at Wanless 

School she was our teacher there as a sub; she was a sub teache~ there 



for a while. 

Q. What other grocery stores were there that perfomed a slmlliar f'unc- 

tion t o  the Cohens? 

A, Kasavitch. You know that weddhg party that I was telling you 

about? X told you the l f t t l e  Kasavitch boy got cut in half on the 

rdlroad over there, And there was Cizuackius. The boys shortened 

their( name to Cikas. They run a television repair shop on South Grand Avenue 

there, C i k a s  Television. Cizuaclxius is the name. There was Valentine 

Novacski . 
Oh, I got a U t t l e  story about Valentine Novacski. We used to  catch 

a handfU of crlckets and go in and buy candy and release the crlckets 

i n  the store. We used t o  watch them with a flashlight about elwen 

ofclock a t  night, lcmldng for them crlckets. He  called them chlrplies. 

Claughter) He says, "Chirply a l l  the night, no can sleep." (laughter) 

Those chirplies use to  run crazy. So every t5me we went i n  the 

store, weld bring i n  a handfil of c m l i e s  for hlm. (laughter) 

Q. I: take it that their living quarters were in  the store. 

Q, Was this so with mst of these stores? 

A. Most of them, yes. The 1ikh-g quarters was either in the back end 

or mostly upstairs. But this place here, Novacsldfs, it was a two- 

story buldh-g,  Before rr~y time, I: understand the miners used to hold 

their meetings there, and they had big dances. They used t o  cal l  it 



Larry Mantowlch 251 

the Red Won. That was before II-QT tine; I just heard them talking about 

it, Today it has apartments up there, 

Q. Is it still a store? 

A, No, i t ts  a tavern, right around the comer here, Lazy Lou Tavern. 

Q, Do the Novacskis still  run It? 

A, No, hers dead, They had a f b e  and she got bwned up i n  the f i re ,  

a d  he got b m e d  pre t ty  bad, They had a parrat,  and they gave us 

the parmt after the fire.  The parrot survived the fFre a l l  right, 

He was on the back porch, And we had the p m o t  for quite a long time 

and flnally, W l  Skilenka bought It. That was i n  World War I, so the 

p o t  was approxbiately f i f ty  years old when he died. 

Q. You an3 LHllian had the parrot? 

A, We had the parrot here. Yes, we had hlm for about six or seven 

y e s ,  I guess. Oh, he was a corker, He never had a bottom on his 

cage, and werd set the cage outside and leave the door open. If he wanted 

out, he'd get out t; walk around the top of the cage. When held go 

back in, herd stick his neck out and close that cage. (laughter) Some- 

t h s  a dog would dump the cage over or something and he'd take off. 

One time he was banging upside down on the rosebush here on the side 

of the house hollering, "L9Q7, Lily," (laughter) Yes. He harmed 

her name frm hearing it, you know, 

A. Well, he spoke American. He'd sFng that song, 'Wait "11 the Sun 



Shines, Yes, a l l  the t i m e ,  Ard one time he was on the back 

prc- his whistle, that wolf cal l ,  you know, Wh~ot-whoo,~~ l ike  that- 

and Lillian was scrubbing the back porch. And the old parrot was glvlng 

this wolf whistle, you know, an3 a couple of guys was workkg on the 

telephone pole up there, They heard that (Mr. Mantowich whristles) . They 

looked amund; they seen Lil l lan on the porch. They thought it was her 

W s t l l n g  at than, see. So thls guy climbed down off the telephone pole 

and came right t o  our back gate. Finally, he seen the parrot arid waved 

his  hand at the other guy like that. 

Q, Gokg nuts, 

A, Yes. He thought Li l l ian  was whistling at than, you Imow, They was 

gbing t o  take her up on it, (laughter) 

Q, Well, did a11 these stores carpy miners as far as they could? 

A, That was synonymous during them days. 

Q. Makes you wonder how they could do it. They were small f&ly  

operations. They werent t m&ing big fortunes, were they? 

A. You'd be surprised at all of t h m  that  went banlazpt during this 

two-year mine strike, during that Progressive Mine trouble. 'I"natvs when 

Wst of them stores los t  the i r  business. Yes, there was plenty of than 

went banWupt, Not only here; Taylomtllle, a l l  over. It was gynonymous 

with coal m i n h g .  If you didn't give the people credit,  why, they just 

didn't trade with you because they couldnft. 

Q. Then after) a w h i l e ,  they just couldn't afford t o  gtve them any m e  

credit. 



A. That's right, tha t ' s  right. And some, i f  you was i n  too far i n  

debt, why, they'd get your homes. A l o t  of gmcery people got homes. 

In fact ,  Cohens got a l o t  of the i r  homes that way. 

Q. Now who are the Cohens? 

A. H e m  and Louie Cohen. 

Q. Oh, Cohen, I'm somy. 

A. Sure, after you got so much i n  debt, maybe a couple of thousand 

dollars, why, that was your whole home gone. 

Q. What would you sign, Larry? 

A. Never did sign anything. Never did have t o  si@;n anything, They 

just  took your word fo r  it. And I guess there was very, very few,people 

ever thought of cheating a guy out because that was your way of l i f e .  

If you cheated him out, why, mybe you'd go t o  another place; but i f  you 

was known, why, you just wouldn't get any groceries. It was just l ike  

an honesty w n g  the foreigners. I guess it was inherent fkom Europe f r o m  

that  bondage thing they used t o  have over there. Nobody ever thought of 

cheat- aqfbody out. It was amazing how honest people were them days. 

(pause ) 

Q. Did the grocery stores ever cheat? 

A. They've been accused of cheating. It could have been honest 

mistakes. And as far as the grocery stores cheating, everybody is 

indLvidua1. If you're a crook, you're going t o  cheat; i f  you ain't, 



why, you won't, I think i f  a personts honest enough t o  trust a person 

and give him groceries, he a b ' t  going to  ga a l l  out to  cheat, you 

how, I how today If therevs a half-+rotten banana that is edTble, a 

&?ocwy store w L l l  just throw P t  away instead of giving it to  a paor 

person, 

I know Tony Rcananausld, when his meat got a l i t t l e  old or sanething, why, 

them ladf es, held just gfve than that old meat. I mean It was still good, 

but it wasn't f'resh meat, He'd give It away or s e l l  it real cheap. 

Same with old apples or anything, you know, a little spotted apple that 

poeple could eat, I guess there wasn't nothing wrong with it. I 

rwnember when we used t o  go to  watermelon cars on the railroad. Well, 

these wholesalers, they ain't about to  take a cracked watermelon, You know, 

through hadling, i f  there's a cracked watemelon or a l i t t l e  spot on 

the watermelon, w e l l ,  they'd just leave it In the car. Well, when the 

switch engine would bring that car t o  the yards there, why, we just 

pounced on that car like f l i e s  because of all the good watermelons. We 

had plenty of watermelon a l l  the time. (laughter) 

Q. This sounds l ike the best neighborhood in  Sprhgfleld. It has many 

advantages, 

A. Sure, The same with yam banana cars. The green bananas would 

fall  off in transportbg and takbg the big stalks. Yourd l i f t  up the 

floor; they had a false floor, and they had like latticework. And the 

green bananas f a l l  between thls htticework, a d  a l l  you had to  do was 

l i f t  up that section of flooring and you had bushels of green bananas. 

All you had to  do was keep them in a dark closet unt i l  they rlpened, 
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Qt When a groceq store would take sameoners home, weren't they b i t t e r?  

A, Well, X h n  not acquainted with wery indlvl,dual case, but 1 do know 

th%t a l o t  of grocery owners had a l o t  of various other properties, you 

bow, jn different neighborhoods a& stuf'f, And we do know that the 

People l o s t  the i r  homes. 

Q, That's why 1 was wondering if there wasn't some sort of legal  

agreement you had t o  sm that would allow the grocery store owner t o  

cane In and take the hme. 

A. No, I Wess it wasntt tha t  way, but i f  your home was m r t h  two 

thousasad dollars ard you owed the grocer f i r t een  hundred dollars  and 

he came and gave you f ive  h m d  dollars, you'd deed it over t o  him. I 

suppose tha t ' s  the way It was, in order t o  c lmr  your b i l l .  And I don't 

know if there was any foreclosures; there could have been a leg31 foreclo- 

sure far nonpayment of b i l l .  (tape turned off )  

Q, You were t e U n g  me about the mineral r ights  tha t  the coal cmpanles 

owned, 

A. Well, they wasn't supposed t o  go beyond the i r  bourdaries of 

Ownership, But who could t e l l ?  Now Sangamon No. 2 wasn't supposed t o  

Come over this far. 

Q. When you say this far, you mean? 

A, WeU, the mine was about eight blocks f"rom here. And the i r  workings 

went a l i t t le  b i t  west, but mostly it went a l l  east out toward Riverton. 

But we don't know where they stopped here, We think we have the lllineral 



rights under here, The same with Pillsbury lWlls, They couldhe went 

under PUlsbmy N U S ,  but I guess they took soundws before they 

built the all, so apparently, . , , But tha t  company could have went 

under that d.11, and who's t o  how? A 1 1  that mlnels caved in, There's 

nobody going t o  dig a hole in the ground to  find out if they got the 

coal under them, So the coal ccanpanles would rob those mineral rights, 

and if: they hew they was doing it-the rrclners don't know because they 

didnft have a blueprint and they went as far as the* company mrk2ng;s-- 

if there was scanethlng suspected or maybe Zn the w i n d  that somebody might 

querstbn it, a l l  they had to  do was pul l  out the props and cave 5n that 

tercttory . 
You had t o  hlre a surveyor, The cmpamies always W e d  the county swveyor 

to  cane down and survey the mine periodically, And you had t o  do it 

periodically because you had t o  take sights. He would come down and in 

the entry, In each room neck, held put spads Into the slate, A spad is 

a driven eyelet, You know what a l i t t l e  eyelet is. He would put one 

spad In the slate and then about three feet beyond, right straight Into 

his sight glass, held put another spad. Well, t o  fird out, for you to  

m your entry straight, yourd take two pieces of s t r b g  on each spad and 

haYlg than like a plwnb bob, Yourd tie a piece of coal on each end of 

the string. Well, you had two strings right i n  alignment of center. Well, 

a fellow would go down into the face of the roan with his light and 

you fd st ard back here at the string, Well, when you'd sight those two 

strings down, when his Ught would cane right in aligment ~ t h  them 

two hanging plumb bobs, you knew that was the center of the entry. fbd 

if  Me; light was too far to  the left, why, youtd motion fo r  h3n t o  come 
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a Uttle bit t o  the right, until you got right in  aligrmzent with the strings. 

You knew that was the center of the entry, men you cmld d r i l l  your 

holes slzc fee t  on the right or s ix  fee t  on the le f t ,  see, That way you'd 

rw? y w  entry straight. 

Gthwwise, you know T told you you had t o  have a 24-foot pi l lar .  Well, 

if you wasn't doing that,  you might have a 3-foot pillar, or a 5Moo t  

pillar, nobody knows. You could waver, you could deviate and you think 

You're going straight. In about ten shootbgs or something, why, you'd 

even lose it; you'd be out of the l b e  of sights. So that  way the 

c w  had t o  have a periodic s m y i n g  measurement and everything for 

a11 your moms, And as your h e  went deeper, of course, you had t o  have 

that c o n t ~ o w  surveying. Wnt robbing those coal rights, why, that  was 

done, The only time there was aqr controversy was when one coal mine would 

start entering Into the r ights  of another coal mining ter r i tory  because 

they had the!& blueprints, and they knew that  company wasn't supposed t o  

be on the side. 

END OF TAPE 

Q, You suggested that we go back into the mines again and you'd t e l l  me 

about the gases i n  the mhe. 

A. There are various mine gases. Miners had the i r  own definition of, 

names of mine gases. Now CO, of course, is carbon monoxide. The miners 

2 called it f-; sane of than called it afterdamp. Now CO , cmbon 

dioxide, they called it blackdamp. And co2, of course, c m s  in various 

forms. In the mlne it was i n  the form of gas. We have it in fire 

extinguishers in  foam form. Dry ice is carbon dioxide, and it's a l l  



blackdamp. It was heavier than air; It would lay at the bot tm of the 

Now your methane would lay up in  the upper pockets because 

it was lighter than a*, but your blackdarrrp laLd right at the floor. 

I f  you wanted t o  check fop blackdarrrp, you'd check in the lower areas of 

the entry of the h e .  

Q. How did you check? 

A. If you just had an open li&t, it would suck that H&t fight on out 

2 because CO is a to t a l  absence of owgen, that 's  all it is. I3ut we 

had a Davy light; it was a screened-in lamp, ard it would grow real dim 

in blackdamp, but it muld Elam up i n  methane. And methane, C H ~ ,  that's 

what the miners called *damp; but the CO, the carbon monoxide, 

that was . . . the residue of anythhg that burns wL11 produce carbon 

monoxide. That's the process of a fire anyway. 

Q. So letrs see, the carbon monoxide was called afterdamp? 

A. Afterdamp or whltedamp. Now you can detect blacManrp and methane 

with a Davy light, but you cannot detect carbon monoxide with that 

light. You detect it . . . Years ago, they used t o  use canaries. They'd 

bring a canavy in the mine and he was highly sensitive t o  that, and 

he would be rendered unconscious inmedlately, before a miner. 

Qo Did you ever see them using canaries? 

A. No, no, I never seen them. That would be just af te r  a fire or 

during a fire or sanething, that they wanted t o  detect that. But the 

way we detected it later on, they had a carbon monoxide detector, It 

was invented i n  World W a r  11. You could even detect the amount of carbon 



monoxide off of one puff of cigarette. Very -11 percentage. It was 

a vial containing powder, and, they had a color chart in this vial. 

Yard squeeze this syringe and it would inhale this a i r  through this 

powder, a d  it would color this powder at various degrees of coloration 

on the color chart, Thatts how they detected at when we had it. We 

never brought the canarks down, but tha t  was the real use of those 

canauies before they had these detectors. And they'd kill this canary 

off five or six different ths. Yes, after theyrd brlng him in the 

fresh air, it'd revive him, bring him back i n  there and kill him off again. 

Q. All these gases were dangerous to a miner then? 

A. Oh yes. Yes, well, your methane was, if you had enough to breathe . . . 
jus t  like, that's what comes out of your gas stove, if you breathe it. 

Eut Itrs a hydracarbon. Are you experienced with chemistry? 

A b i t .  

4 Yes, well, that ?s CH . 
All that hydrogen alone would make it very explosive. 

Hydrogen? 

4 The H , yes. 

4 Oh yes, the H , oh yes. 

When you started, I think you said that carbon moxide was called 

firedamp and afterdamp. But then you went on to say that the methane was 
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wrr;s called firedanrp, 

A. Yes, I meant CO was a f t e m  and whitedamp. The firedamp was 

methane. 

Q. ow. 

A. Arad blackdar@ was your cavlbon dioxide. 

Q. Durbg the time you were in the mine, what changes did you see other 

than the test for carbon mmoxlde, as far as test- for gases? 

A. That's the only ways  that we had to  tes t  for gases. But gases 

was easy to  get r id of. The only way you can get rid of gas is 

ventilation. Ventilation is  the most important thing of rdrdng, 

ventialtion, of course, and transportation. 

Q, Haw often would they test  a mine for gas? 

A. The company Wpector was supposed t o  tes t  it before each shift. 

Q. So twice a day? 

A, Or if it's three shifts, they should test three tlmes. But i f  you only 

had one sMft operating, maybe just one tlme. 

Q, Did you see men overcom by carbon mnoxide ever or even a t h  

carbon dioxide? 

A. Carban dioxide. .Remember when 1 told you old Saint Johnvs 

Hospital was f u l l  of men In the halls and al l  over? We had one territory, 

the whole territory had blackdamp. And as the m t r i p  went h, ww, 
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a l l  of them . . . some of them got overcame a d  some of them gat sick, 

just  real sick because i t ' l lmke  you sick and vomit. The whole trlpload 

went t o  the hospital that mrmlng, the whole terr i tory.  

Q. Who inspected the mine that morning? 

A. Oh, I wouldn't know. Apparently, somebody missed something or I 

don't know whether that could have accumulated that  fast. The whole 

terr i tory,  that was pretty bad. Generally, it 1s in an unawated area, 

you lazow what I mean. That was the purpose of the crosscut every 

sixty feet ,  t o  keep tha t  air& out. If one of the ventilating fans or  

something stopped, that  could allow that mine t o  become stagnant and 

e i ther  have methane or blackdamp. 

But your C02, you'd never have it unless you had a fire, that 's  after a 

f i r e .  But on a fire, even if you seal off the mine, you can maintain a 

spontaneous fire that, even if there's l A 0  of 1 per nent carbon monoxide 

if you open a seal  and you had any reading whatsoever of carbon monoxide, 

you hew them was a smoldering fh-e there sameplace, even microscopic. 

No sooner than yourd put oxygen t o  there, you'd fan that f i r e  and 

m 4 g n i t e  it. So unless you have 100 per cent C02, you bet ter  not 

break tha t  seal. You bet ter  seal it up again. You got t o  have 100 

2 per cent CO reading before you can open tha t  mine up again. 

Q. Is water any good for  these rrijne fires? 

A. Sure, i f  you can get t o  the source of fbe, but i f  your fire is  

. . . I seen the tlme that we was fighting a f b e  at Barr Coal 



Company that we was working i n  smoke, and af ter  we bratticed off 

whem we could get t o  the last open crosscut, well, then we had t o  

start walling In this f i r e  with c m n t  blocks. Well, we was a l l  right 

unt l l  we got near the top because as the flre became more contained, 

the upper part of this wall that you were building, the heat was 

becmbg more Intense because you're walling in that fire. Then we 

started g e t t h g  small explosTw.. Every once i n  a while, i t ' d  go 

whooof. The gas would accumulate and explode, accumulate explode 

pericdically. Then when it stopped, you had scune apprehensiion whether 

the next one was go- t o  be a big one OY whether you was mothering it 

out, which It happened that we had smothered it out. But we was a l i t t l e  

4 apprehensive about it. (pause) CH , l e t ' s  see. They'd put a hydroxyl 

radical, that would be . . . methyl alcohol, that would be CH~OH, 

wouldn't i t ?  

Q. Lamy, don't ask me. (chuclde) (tape t m e d  off)  

Y o u  w e r e  tell* me that you're very Interested i n  a s t m n w  and that 

this really is  your avocation ard love. Is it true that you can see 

stars In the sky rwlom the bottom of a mine shaft? 

A. Absolutely not. A l l  you see is l ike  looking through a l i t t l e  square 

postage stamp m o w  because the top,. . . you know, you're so fw down 

deep, al l  you see is  a l i t t l e  b l t t y  square hole. That's a l l  you can 

see As daylight, just a daylight type of hole through there like a window. 

Q. Have you heard that  story, too? 

A. I've heard that story, but there's no basis there because I've 

worked In the shaft a l o t  of t h e s .  You have to  holler up sometbes for 



the cage t o  go up a l i t t l e  higher or  down a l i t t l e  lower or  something. 

You1re always lookhg up. No, that 's a fallacy there. 

Q. How do miners feel  about w e n  going down in a coal mine? I've 

heard that they're very much against it. 

A. Not universally. There might be a few kooks (laughter) that's 

superatitious. A l o t  of people don't believe In walldng under a ladder 

or anytWng l ike  that, There might be a few men l ike  that, but 

Wversally,  there's no. . . . Why, there's wen cases where women 

have worked i n  mines in som countries. I brought my wife i n  the mine 

two tlmes, I took six miuns. I came out with a t r i p  of coal one time 

arad there was six nuns on the bottom. They a l l  got Zn the caw, and I 

took than in. But one thing I didn't do-when you get Inside with the 

mtor ,  see, your empties got t o  go on empty track and your motor goes on 

loaded track. Well, you tkow a flying switch. You're go- wide open ; 

with yaur motor, and then you slow your motor down and pull  your coupling 

pin on your trip, ard then you mu? away *can your trip. Well, your 

motor goes onto your loaded track and your empties go on the empty track, 

Sanetimes i f  that first car wmld jwnp at the f'rog, why, the whole t r i p  

just pi les up, and you wouldn't take a chance with six nw?s in the first 

car. So I had t o  stop and let them out, and then back the t r i p  up 

t o  make a flying switch In. And the nuns met the boss on the pardon 

there, then he took them h i d e .  

Q. Was thls here in Sprhgf5eld? 

A. It was in Athens, Elam Coal Company. 



Q. Why were the in the mine? 

A. Well, Johnny Singer, he ran the mZne & they were awf'ul religious. 

I guess in thei r  church services or  sanething, why, I guess he invited 

them t o  COKE down t o  visit, That's how came that they were down there. 

But I can't think why nobody went 5x1 with them because I just put them i n  

the f b s t  car, told them, llJump i n  the f p s t  car," an3 I took them inside. 

Q. Were you surprised t o  see them? 

Am We11 sure, you was surprised t o  see them. That's the last thing you'd 

look for  In a coal mine. (laughter) 

Q. What did they weax? Did they have t o  w e a r  hadhats? 

A. No, they had . . . I even forget what they was wearing. They 

ce r t ah ly  must have. I remember one was s i t t ing  forward in  the car and 

she had a lwt in the middle of her head. I believe it was some kind 

of battery light, I can't even recall what they was wearing. They 

had t o  have lights. And t-ng about lights, did you mow that a mule 

nwer has ll@;hts on his head? And they don't have lines. That's where 

gee and haw is. A l l  that mile has on h i m  is kind of a harness with a 

taAl chain, just a chain with a hook on it. They hook this chain on 

the t r i p  and the mle pulls the car out, and the driver is s i t t ing  on 

the front of the car where there's a bent piece of metal that he sits 

on as a driver's seat. But the mule, he ' l l  walk or run or whatever the 

case mt be, but his ears Is always starding stra,ight out, straight 

up in the air, I guess the ttps rub the top a l i t t l e  bi t ,  and when 



he comes t o  a low place, he bends his head; when he comes t o  a high 

place, he stral@;htens his head out. He never bumps his head, and them 

ears is  just swaying, you know, straight up like a fox. 

Q. His antennae. 

A. Yes, sirnillar. And they donTt have a light, but they run in the dark 

and everything. 

Q. You were saying the reason for  gee and haw. I didn't qiiite u n d e ~  

stand that. 

A. Well, i f  the driver canes In the roam, or if  he wants the mule to  

fm t o  the right, he'll  holler, Wee.'t If he wants the mule to  turn t o  

the left ,  he ' l l  holler, '%TawgtW." Ard the nule obeys him. WP&'S no lines 

to pul l  on the right line or lef t  line; i t 's gee and haw. And the rules 

understand that. 

Q. Tkds is t o  send him off fhm one track to  the other? 

A. Yes, 

Qo Wcawe fsn't he attached t o  his car and the car is  on the track? 

A. Well, now i f  the driver got to  leave his empties out on the entry, then 

he has to  uncouple the mle f'mn the emptied cars t o  go in d get your 

load, Well, he'll  holler, "Gee," and the mule will turn around and go 

h t o  the room, The driver w i l l  hook h5s ta i l  chain on the car and pul l  

this load out ard go t o  the next room and plck up that load. Oh, 

s a m e t b ~ s  the roans a m  on the right-hand side or left-had side, or if 

he m t s  the mule t o  go a l l  the way around and go in the other direction, 



why, he'd just t e l l  him haw or gee, w h a t  turns he wants the mule t o  make, 

and tk mule understands perfectly. There's no problem of understanding. 

And sanethes a W e ,  I've seen them hLt the trolley wire and, boy, it 

just knocks them down. Knock a man down; I've been knocked down a few 

times with a trolley wire, Boy, it feels like somebody ldcked you 

or something. First t h b g  you know, you're on the ground. You got t o  

avoid that t rol ley wire. Sometimes you crawl in there and a trolley 

wire 2s about that ta l l  Dan the car, and you got t o  crawl i n  there. 

Q. About ten Inches? 

A, Yes, 

Q, So you didn't have t o  switch &am one pa l l  t o  another? You'd be 

ccanlng down a track ad you could go either t o  the right or  go straight 

ahead wlthaut switching, the way you would on a railroad? 

A. Oh, yes. You have t o  get into the roam. Some of the more -or- 

tant switches was the kick switch. You could kick it with your foot. 

Otherwise, you'd have t o  just sway your car. It didn't have a moveable 

sviLtch; it just  had a stationary swjitch. You could sway your car a 

l i t t l e  b i t  and that  car would go into that curvatme i n  that curved 

m i l  and you'd go in the other direction. Yes, each place you had t o  

twn off the straightamy, you had t o  have a switch, a f'rog and a 

switch, just l ike  on top, l ike  on a railroad track. 

Q. Well, that 's why I was wondering why the mle bad t o  know gee or 

haw since the driver would be switchhg his car onto a right or l e f t  

turn. 



A. Well, before held switch a car, he'd holler, ttGee,v arad switch his 

car t o  the right; the mule was already gone gee, you know, off the 

stmight. No somw than you hollw "Gee," he's going t o  turn Wediat ely 

t o  M s  right,  

Q. OthawLse, the car could be t e  t o  the l e f t  and the mule could 

still  be going straight. 

A. Yes, if you didn't holler, "Gee," that's exactly what would happen, 

Q. Those mules were pretty m w t .  

A. Oh yes. I told you when we had the f i r e  at B m  Station md we had 

t o  get them mules out. Well, we'd get one m l e  out at a t h e ,  and they'd 

ldrd of blindfold the mle so he wouldn't become blhded. Maybe they'd 

be down i n  the mine eight months. It was a f'unny thing. I don't know 

whethw the mules realized it, but evexy time amther mle would came 

t o  the top, boy, these mules that was already on top, they'd whirmy, 

you how. Yes, I don't know whether they was delighted or what the 

reason was, but they'd vh lmy  when that cage would cane up with another 

m l e  . 
Arid it was bard t o  get the mules back down. They had a regular rule car, 

aa?d theytd tug and pull this mule onto the cage, you know, and they'd 

have t o  close this gate. And when that gate and the cage was going dawn, 

You could hear tha t  mule Ecking them slides all the way t o  the bottom. 

was just kicking the sides. But them poor anlmals, if  the mine didn't 

close dam this year, they'd stay down in the mine two years. They'd 

never bring them up; but you had your stables down below, food and every- 
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thing, Sometimes the mice would get so bad eating up the food, they'd 

bother the mules. Theytd jwnp; I donT t how whether they'd jwnp in the 

mulest noski.1~ or not, but boy, sametimes them mice would get. . . . One 

the we opened up the mine, and I opened up this car and the mice was 

in this feed car. They was jwnplng up l ike  ra3ndrops. I dontt how how 

many hundreds of mke, and all  that  was l e f t  in this grain car was 

chaff, They a t e  up all the grain. So you can w i n e  that would be 

such a disturbance for  an anlmal trying t o  eat under a condition l ike  that. 

That Barr Coal Company, Mr. Singer used t a  always b r b g  a cat down there. 

And you'd have t o  bring them cats milk because they'd get sick just 

eating mice without any milk or ~ t h h g ,  you know. But they would keep 

the mice pretty well cleared out. But if you got mice, yourl l  never have 

any rats. Even around yowl house, i f  you got a mouse around there, well 

you can be sure you haventt got any rats. If you a i n T t  got any mice, 

well, then you might look for a rat because the rats w i l l  eat up the 

mice, see, So i f  you got a mouse, ww, there's no r a t s  around there. 

They couldntt exist mound the rats. 

But anyway, these cats, smt lmes  you could go down the entry, ard way up 

in the timbers you could see two s h h y  eyes. (laughter) Those cats, they'd 

go inside and a l l  over. And the mules, after the day's work, at the rraile 

stable, youtll see a big cluster of dust where they'd take a dust bath. 

Theytd roll in there, roll around t o  get the sweat off their  body, 1 

guess. They seemed delighted when they were rolling a r o d  in that  dust. 

Q. Wdld the cats  stay down there and ra lse  families? 

A. I never noticed any l i t t l e  b i t ty  kittens because Mr. Singer always, 



af te r  a cat started gettlng a l i t t le  b i t  too skinny, he'd take hlm up. 

Wlt you got t o  put than in a gunny sack or something, too. They'll fight 

on going down there. I guess they can fee l  that downward movement on the 

cage or  something, but they're kicking just l ike  than mules when they're 

going down. But they don't seem t o  mlrad Zt when theybe down below then. 

They have the* fYeedm, you know, 

Q, Would they get fairly wild? 

A. I didn't notice any of them getting wild t o  the extent . . . oh, 

they'd probably mul fYm you i f  you get too close, maybe af'raid of your 

light, but if they're around where the electr ic l ights are or  sanething, 

they 're not &aid of you, 

Q, They didn't share your lunch? 

A, Oh, I guess they muld i f  sanebody gave them sane. Generally, they're 

around the bottm, and. when we a t e  lunch we was way inside, see. They'd 

very seldm go all the way inside. But I never seen than in these 

larger rdnes. The cats that I've seen was just at Barn C o a l  Canrpany. 

Sangamn had a few because the same guy, Mr. Singw, he always brought 

the cats down. I guess a stray cat that nobody wanted, why, instead of 

sufferbg, Mr. S w r  would b r a  him down below. They'd serve the 

purpose P& themselves and the c q a n y ,  too. And he was always good; 

held always bring milk down for  the cats, When they got too skinny, 

why, held brw them up on top, because they'd get awflnl poorly just 

-om eating a die t  of d c e ,  you know. 

Q. When they shut the mines down, w h a t  did they do with the mules? 
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A. They'd bring than up and out t o  pasture. A l o t  of the  sniners that  

had a l i t t l e  property, they'd ask the company f o r  a mule. They'd keep the 

m l e  a l l  s m e r  t o  plow t h e b  l o t s  o r  anything. They'd use them on top 

If nobody wanted them. They was out i n  the pasture un t i l  the mine opened 

UP again. 

Q. Did they kick comhg up out of the mine? 

A. Not too bad, not too bad. But they was a l i t t le  apprehensive any- 

way. Anyt;me you handle a mule, he's always jumpy, no matter where i t 's 

at. The biggest ba t t l e  was getting them on that  cage and getting them 

down below. AfTer the mule would be half'way on the cage, then a couple 

of guys would have t o  get a two-by-four on his back end, see, and push 

him with tha t  two-by-four. And the guy would be on the front with some- 

thing in his b i t ,  you know, i n  his muth, and pulling hlm forward while 

these guys was pushkg hfm on the cage with t h i s  two-by-four. (chuckle) 

A d  he was real ly recalcitrant,  you h o w .  (laughter) He dfdn't want  t o  

get on there, but af'ter they got on, they got that  gate closed, well, 

boy, then you could hear that  kicking. And the guy would stay on top 

of the cage, holding this rope that  was m o d  his b i t ,  around his neck, 

and he'd hold his head steady so he probably wouldn't s t ick  his head 

Into the timbers on the way down, you h o w .  He had t o  have M s  head 

stationary. Otherwise, he might s t ick  it into the ttmbers. 

Q. Did the miners get fond of the mules? 

A. Sane of the drivers would bring sugar. And I don't know whether 

sugayl would make the mule f ee l  any bet ter  t o  take the whip or  not 

because most a l l  of them had them whips, you know. So it didn't appeal 
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t o  me t o  whip a mule and then @ve Wm a lwnp of sugar. Some of than, 

I: guess, if' the Individual was a good-hearted person, why, I guess he 

woddntt use that whip too mch, But every one of them, every mule-  

s h e r  always had their  big whip around the* neck. That was synonymous 

did about  eve^^ i n  the m e ,  run the motors and the mchines a d  

mdlng tr ips and everything, but that mle ,  , . . I think I was a 

l i t t l e  b i t  more jumpy than them mules were. 

Q. Well, where did Zhe mule drivers f i t  i n  the hierarchy of the miners? 

A, Well, when they was worldng on the solid-you know I told you how some 

of these guys might pay for a good roan or an entry-well, maybe your 

driver, i f  you'd treat  hlm good, he might s l i p  you an extra car any 

chance he could get. But I mean they wasn't any much more in the 

hiwa~chy. I think the motormen and t r i p  riders was the most reckless. 

They was held more in awe t o  the ccmmn m i n e r  because of their high 

speed and recklessness with than t r ips ,  you know. But I guess there was 

no heroes In the rdne because everybody was in the same ctrcurnstance. 

O f  course, just me autting machine operators o r  sanething, they got 

paid mom money. See, your cutting machine operator was the highest 

paid man in the mine, and your drillers was next. Motormeri, t r i p  riders, 

they was good-pay- jobs, and your drivers. Then they had trappers. 

They was young kids; they called them nips. 

Q Nips? 

A. N-Z-P-S. They would open the doors for the drivers or the motor, 

wbtever the case was, or throw a switch or smth ing  like that. They 



was a beginner, If a kid went In the mine and didnrt have a father o r  

samething t o  take him into the face. , . . See, all this company work, 

drivers, t r i p  riders, m t o m n ,  they didn't have t o  get m2ning papers. 

It's just &;the men that blasts out the coal, the usage of powder and the 

acquaintance with that; blasting, thatfs your only r e q u m e n t  of your 

mining papers. Otherwise, you could work In the mine f i f t y  years without 

getting m i n h g  papers i f  you worked carpany work, worked on the bottom 

as a cager or a t r i p  rider, trapper, anything 1-e that. 

Q, Well, weren't you fortunate that you didn't have to  start out as a 

trapper boy? 

A. Well, I've trapped, but I was a miner f i r s t .  But i f  they needed 

sat~body--and I wanted t o  get on the motor road aYld r ide t r i p s  and 

eventually get t o  run the mtor; why, I started out f'rm mining and as a 

trapper. Then a trapper would be an apprentice on rid- t r ips.  Ydutd 

hope that the t r i p  rider wouldn't show up that day or sanething so you'd 

get t o  ride trips. Then eventually, why, the t r i p  ridder, he eventually 

got to run the mtor  S the motorman was off. And finally if  the motorman 

died or quit o r  whatever it was, why, then you got t o  be a motorman. 

Q. And you've don& it all? 

A. Oh yes. And then the cutting machine--that paid more than anyt;hing. 

At the Barr Station one t h e ,  the motorman got hrt and he was off for  

three months, And I run the mtor ,  but I was getting cuttine; machine 

wages. So I mde way more money than he did because that was his steady 

job. I got paid my cutting machine wages fo r  ruming the m t o r  for  

three mnths. That was Hnd of a gravy traln there for me. 



Q, Have you ever heard of the fellows buy* minerst papers? 

A. No, I: don't believe that's possible, No, that's state regulated. 

1 don't beHeve the examination would be that hard in the fbst place. 

Because you can answer a few questions doesn't make any better miner. 

They ask you those few questions, and I believe anybody that's spent any 

time in the mine aE a l l  could answer those simple questlorn that youtre 

asked an the examination, 

Q. Well, evidently this was used t o  get jobs. If they had a full 

corrqjllnent of men, sometimes another fellow would buy a man's papers 

because he was going to anather kin3 of work. 

A, No, no, No, because YOUP name and everything is on your papers. 

Just like you can't buy another person's social security c m .  

Q. Change names. 

A. You couldn't hardly buy that, Tbatts the same thing as any of the 

papers. In that case, you could buy a doctor's certificate or dentistts 

certlflcate, as far as that's concerned. 

Q. But to your knowledge, you weren't aware of that happer&g, 

A. I don't believe it's ever happened. It wouldn't be that necessary. 

Q. Do you have anythhg else on . . . 

Q. Well, whatever. Well, we'll stay with mining since we're there, if' 

there's anything else you can think of. 



A. No, that 's all  I can think of right now. Now we was talking about 

the Depression, where all the men lmklng for  work, fPeight trains fill of 

hobos. h s t  every f'reight would have anywhere f"rcan 100 t o  150 hobos 

on it. One time, w e  were go- t o  Indiana and we was in Decatw. This 

fkeight was ready t o  pu l l  out, and there was about at least  100 of us 

guys Ln this ditch, walthg f b ~  the freight t o  pul l  out. Ard the rail- 

road yard detective was on top, maldng sure we wasn't going t o  catch 

that train. When that f'reight pulled out, if you wanted t o  see a 

stmld look on a guy, you ought t o  have seen that detective. We just, 

a l l  of us i n  unison, we mobbed that train, see. (laughter) 'That poor 

fellow was confused. (laughter) He never caught nobody. (laughter) 

Q. Was he on the tratln? 

A. No, he was just parading on the railroad there so we wouldn't catch 

a train. He was going t o  mke sure we wasn't ping t o  get on, see, 

Q. .Where were you going? 

A. Just for a ride. You asked me i f  there was any penalties for  riding 

those trains. Well, on this same train, we got into Peru, Indiana and 

it was raining, So we stopped and asked i f  we could sleep In the jail 

that night. So they l e t  us sleep b the jail, There was some more 

fellows in there. We asked them what they was In ja i l  for,  They says 

they gpt eleven days for ri.ding the *eights through here. (laughter) 

Of course, t h ~ y  couldn't charge us; we just went t o  ask for sane sleep, 

see, sane shelter. 

Well, I didn't sleep all night because as soon as we got into the cell ,  well, 



that night guy, X think, or  the day guy, he went home d we couldntt get  

out un t i l  morning, no matter what. And I looked on the wall and there 

was them l i t t le  creatures rmnning around on the wall. Silverfish, I 

believe they ca l l  them. They m real fast. And there was a guy i n  the 

next ce l l  and he just  smelled t o  high heavens with booze, and everything 

was cruddy In there, I was somy we ever . . . I'd soaner s lept  out fn 

the rain. We was on the third floor. It had three decks. And right 

the next door was a dance hall and people were dancing there. That was 

the ldnd that  us fellows danced to, you know, good music and everything. 

There I was, locked up. That's the only time I've ever been in  Jail. 

Well, when we left  jail that m o m ,  boy, they had that good-smelllng 

coffee, but they never gave us any. 

And we left and they put a guy on ow, tail. He was tailing w. We 

wanted t o  get out of tha t  town, and he kept following us. A d  f ina l ly  

when we went t o  the yards, a "Blue Banner1' passenger train just  pulled 

into this depot, so we waited in the ditch. A s  soon as the passenger 

t r a i n  startd off, we jumped between the coach ard the engine. W e  had 

it made, Boy, we was all right. About a mile frcan @wn, here M s  

passenger starts slowing down. W e  looked around, stuck our necks--out, 

you know, thme  as the train was slowing down, and there was three 

detectives about a mile down the track, wait- fo r  us. Boy, we got 

off of there fast. They didnl t  catch us, but we had t o  wait a l l  day. 

Well, that night about half past eight, a "Hot Shottt came through there, A 

"Hot Shotn is a manifest; it rs one of these nonstop deals. You 

heard that song, !IGoing East -loader, Going West Seal-2Qht?I1 Well, 

tha t  t; one of' those seal-tight trabs, see. The boxcars were swaying. 



I guess they was about f i f t y  of us guys tried t o  get it and I Imagine 

there was about only ten of us was successful because that  train was 

real ly going through there. We got that train and got out of there. 

Since it was sealed tight, why, on a refrigerator car, weld break the 

seal and get in to  this Ice cmpartment, but there was no ice  i n  It, you 

how. We found one with no i ce  i n  it. But then, before we'd get t o  the 

big ci ty,  why, weld get out of tha t  compa~lbnent, close the door and put 

the seal back on, then climb out over about f ive  different cars. So if 

they did catch us, they wouldnlt catch us for  brealdng the govement 

seal, see. But after weld pul l  out of that  big ci ty,  why, weld go 

back h our hole again, see. 

Q. Abut how old were you? 

A. Seventeen. 

Q. Whols we, when you say we? 

A. Well, on that t r i p  there was me and Stumpy, Stanley knox, Harold . . . 
I even forget his name now. But he was a r e g u m  hobo. H e  even got away 

f r o m  us. He kept on going. After we got t o  Springfield, he kept on 

hoboing. The hobo was i n  his blood. Anyway, some of the strangest 

s tor ies  that you could hear. On o w  way back f'rm t h i s  particular t r ip ,  

we went In a hobo jungle. 

Q. Here in town? 

A. No, just before w e  got here. I believe this must have been on the 

north end of Decatur. And they had a big f i r e  and they had tln as a 



andbreak, big pieces of sheet metal so it would break the wind,  ard 

they had this big fire, And I guess there must have been about sixty men 

sitting around this f i r e  when we entered the hobo jungle. Everybodyr s 

welcome, you know; you're Lnvited there. And there was a bLg, great 

b k  colord  fellow. He  had the floor; he was speaking t o  everybody. And 

the topic of conversation when we arrived, the fimt words I heard, he 

says, ItAnd she gave me ple and meat ." They was all talking about that 

good food tha t  somebody had given them. (laughter) We thought L t  was 

pretty flum3r because we always took money with us, you know, t o  buy our 

food, We just  went as a lark; it wasn't a necessity with us. But them 

poor TeUaws, But sane of the stories,  it's unprlntable. If I can 

give you an idea, i f  I can word it-some of the predicaments that some 

young hobos got into when they met up with perverts. 

OF SIDE ONE 

Q, Y o u  were telling me about scene of the experiences that  some of the 

fellows had. 

A, Well, now they'd warn you when you went out West [to] always avoid one 

detective, they called him Texas Red  or Texas Slim. He was a mean one, 

To avoid him, they'd r ide  the rods. They'd crawl d e r  the car and than 

big rods that's wder the car, they'd lay on those rods and ride through 

that terr i tory,  But they said he used t o  even get a rope and t ie  a 

b ig  piece of metal on the end of this rope, ard as the t r a i n  was going 

real fast, you how, why, he'd lower thls rope, It would get under 

the car a d  bounce up under this rod, try t o  knock you off of the rods. 

There's plenty of those habos got Idlled-jumped, you know. 



And you said if you ever rode a fcreight, you'd l ike  t o  go south. Stay 

away f!mn that  South. For sure, you'd get put on a chaln gang. That's 

how they got all their roads bui l t  around the southern states because you 

get eleven days or  a month on the chain m, and they even contracted 

you out t o  various contractors fo r  different work. And if that work wasn't 

fb i shed  and they needed you yet, why, they'd provoke you in to  doing 

somethlng bad t o  give you addLtionaltime so you'd serve some more tlme 

on the chajn gang. 

Q, DLd this happen t o  anyone you know? 

A. No, but we was go- t o  go south one time when we m e t  a couple of 

these fellows at St. Louis that just came Dm the South. And we 

W s  headed that way and they said, llFor God's sake, don't go down 

there,J because they just had t o  escape. Same of the i r  buddies got put 

on the chain gang. And that 's  the t h e  I told you under this St. 

Louis bridge that we muz out of money. We was pretty hungry when we 

met these girls passing out these samples of Fx-Lax. (laughter) And we 

ate  ow, f i l l  of them. (laughter) 

Q, You were t e l l ing  IE when the other side eded, that the fellows 

had trouble wlth perverts on the road. Were these fellow hobos? 

A. No, no, They was talking mostly around i n  New York, There perverts 

that was looking for ymng boys , that  ' s where they'd get them, on 

the hobo, Scanebody that ' s  i n  need, desperate need of mney. No, these 

fellows, the perverts, wasn't on the road; it was just  somebody fn the 

c i t ies .  



Q. Would the older guys sort of take you under t h e b  wlng? 

A. No, you was among strangers at a l l  times. They didn't tmst you; 

you dTdntt tmst than, I mean, you were flrd&-dly enough and eveuythhg, 

but how could you trust a stranger on the road, you know. We buddied 

up with ourselves. Well, you could stay In the same boxcar o r  something 

Uke that;but you n w w  cane into close association ~ 5 t h  anybody. 

Q, You never t r i ed  it by yourself? 

A, To hobo? Oh no. If it was necessary probably, but we just  went for 

a lark. The mine would close down; it would be a nice spring day, so 

we'd get in  a boxcar, Oh, we'd wave at the people. One time, there 

was two famers camyhg this ladder. Thls one farmer i n  the back exbd, 

carrying the back part of the ladder, he had a bucket i n  his hard and 

i n  U s  other hand he had this other end of the ladder. And we waved 

and he dropped the end of the ladder t o  wave at us, and the other guy 

turned arm and looked at him t o  see what the heck he was do%. 

(laughter > 

Q. How mny years did y m  hobo or  lark? 

A. Well, it wasn't too many because I would have never done it when my 

folks WEB living. It was just  when we were alone, me and n-y sister. 

Oh, maybe two sumners, sawthing like that. 

Q, And you got t o  St ,  Lous and Indiana. Where e l se  dLd you go? 

Q. Oh, tha t ' s  about d l t h a t  I went, but n-y buddies, they went t o  

Kansas City and all over. But tha t ' s  about the ohly real t r i p s  that  I 



made. We went t o  St, Louis a few t h e s .  But going t o  Indiana, that was 

the only time. T t  was Pem, Indiana was the f a r the~ t  .we went east. 

Q, You said that you used to crawl along the top of the cars. 

A, Yes, and you can't do it today because they got these cushion cars now. 

If you take a look at a f'reight train now, you couldn't jump f'mm one car 

t o  the other. They got these great b i g  long bwnpers. And some of those 

cam, the ladder don't even go to  the top of them, So It would be 

impossLble to  j q  right across a f'reight today. You'd have to get in one 

car an2 stay ;there. But before, you could go frm the caboose a l l  the 

way to  the engine a l l  across the top of the f'reight. 

Q. What was the distance you'd have to  hop back, i n  the good old days? 

A. What do you mean, hop back? 

Q. Frm car t o  car. 

A, Well, we'd go about five car lengths. 

Q, I meant betwem the cars. 

A. Oh, well, you could step across it. It's stepping distance, yes. 

I'd say it was three feet. And you could walk across a whole f r e w t ,  but 

you catldn't do that today, 

Q. They've taken al l  the flxn away? 

A. For some guys, I suppose, But you never see w b d y  riding freights 

anymore. 



A, Sufflclent employment. That's the maln reason the people went then 

anyway. That was their  means of t m p o r t a t P o n  t o  get . . . most of 

them was going t o  Detroit, 1oolck-g for work, or  Chicago or New York, any- 

place, M then those that never fcurd work, never had a home to  go back 

to, wW, they just continued t o  roam untllmaybe they h i t  a place. 

I know one fellow, he went up into Montana ard he got t o  be a cowboy. 

He thought he was a cowboy, but it was worm on a ca t t l e  famn or 

steer farm, whatever I t  is. I guess you could ca l l  him a cowboy, 

But he stayed there. He came back h m e  for a few vis i ts ,  but he loved Ft 

over there, It was a cold c l lmte  and they stayed in their bunks, 

whale group of men, just l ike  you see in the movies. Bunch of single 

fellows, and I guess, paydays, they'd go t o  the next town, whatever it 

is, and have the* flu?, Go back to work on the ranch. And I: guess 

some of them got on some of these dude ranches o r  any wwk that appealed 

t o  a person, you how. 

Q* I've never had the opportunity t o  hitch a f'reight yet. If I 

wanted t o  go t o  Indiana, how would I know which train t o  get on? 

A. Well, you'd know t o  go t o  Miana, you'd have t o  get probably 

f'rm here t o  Decatw, and you got your Wabash. You don't c a l l  it the 

Wabash now; what do you call  It in through hme? Anyway, that goes tkrough 

=ma, through Detroit, You catch your Illinois Central i f  you want 

t o  go t o  CMcago or W l e .  Or you could ffnd out. If you didn't 

know, I guess yau could ask some burns or something. But generally, 

You know %hat trains because i f  you wanted t o  go without hopphg a train, 



if  you wanted t o  go to  Indiana on a passenger t rain,  you'd have t o  

find out from your trab depot, 

Q, So you'd just  .g out hem and catch a t r a i n  go* north i f  you wanted 

t o  go t o  Chicago? 

A. Yes, the I l l i no i s  Central, You couldn't catch this traln here on 

a Midland because it goes t o  Peoria. But i f  you dld catch it t o  go t o  

Peoria, J: guess you could catch one going out of Peorla into Chicago. 

Q. You didn't have maps with you? 

A, No, you didn't need a map, All you had t o  do was get that f'reight, 

Say for Wtance,  i f  you couldntt get a direct  *eight from here t o  where 

you was go-, you'd have t o  go t o  the next c i ty  that  did have a train 

going In that  dbection. 

Q. Wasn't there always a chance you'd be bwnped off on some sidlulg? 

A. Tf you caught a local, a local  train. I t 'd  take you forever t o  get 

there on the local anyway. You wouldn't catch a local; you'd generally 

catch a fast f'reight , a nmifes t  . 
Q, You% used thls word  manifest before. Thatrs a new word to me, You 

called it the "Hot ShotU manifest, 

A, Well, milroad people c a l l  it the manifest, but the hobos called it 

a "Hot Shot." = 

Q o  So you hobos were rather p i c e  about which t ra ins  you caught, 
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A. Nell, you wauldn't catch an old slow one, (chuckle) One with old 

empty flatcars, (.laughter) Sure, then youfd get put on a siding for 

hours at a tfme, No, you got t o  get a straight-through one. Then if  

you was In a bLg hurry, then you'd catch a passenger traln, 

Q, Where would you r ide in the passenger traIn? 

A, Between the coach and the trah, rlght between, And that ts  a good 

fas t  a d e .  

Q. Is it hard t o  hang on? 

A. No, because you had an iron bar, kind of an lron rail that you 

stand with both feet  against it, On a freight train, you could s l t  

down or anything, But not on that, you had t o  stand up between the 

coach a d  the trajyl, 

Q You had t o  pay for your s p e d .  

A. Yes. We got In a wreck one time. I wrecked a car; we was going t o  

CMcago. And 1 was dr iybg  and I didn't know how t o  drive very good, but 

the fellow that owned the car, he was intoxicated for three days and 

he was incapable of dYliving, We had t o  take this kid that he was-with 

back t o  Chicago, So they asked me t o  drive them up there, and I told 

them I would. There was f ive of us i n  the car, arad I never knew how 

t o  Wive very good, but it was a brand new Model A car, fowdoor,  and 

we just got on the other side of Pontiac. We was go- wide open and I ran 

off the road, off the shoulder, aYld the shoulder was way much lower than 

the hardmad. I never had the sense enough t o  stay off of it, I t r ied 

t o  cllmb back on the road, and we swayed and swayed arid we turned over 


























