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mtowich, March 29, 1974, Sprhgfield, Illinois 

Bobbe Herdon, Interviewer. 

Q. MP. Mantowich, le t ' s  go back and start a t  the beginning. Would you 

t e l l  me where and when you were born? 

A. I was born in Arkansas, HaYFtfoTd, Arkansas. The reason we were 

there, the mines were closed down here, and my father went there t o  

work during the closd-down period, i n  mines in Arkansas, where I was 

born. 

Q. ' These a m  the coal mlnes? 

A. Coal mines, yes. 

Qo Which mines had he been worklng in before he moved t o  Arkansas? 

A. Sangamon No. 2 right here i n  Springfield. Now the city of Sprhgfield 

was b ~ ~ L l t  on the mlrdng. It was a mining c m t y .  And the city i tself  

was surrounded with coal, mines. In fact, tcday the entire city is honey- 

cambed surrounding tMs city f"rom one mine t o  the other. It's surrounded, 

the city. 

Q. Wht year were you born? 

A. I was born In 1911. 

Q. &nd wbat is your blrthdaJr7 



A. October 12,  

Q. Mm~t when did he leave Sangamon County? 

A. Well, he was just there I'd say approximately s h  months before 

he returned again when these mines opened up. I was under a year old 

when we came back arrd I was here ever since. 

Q o  W a s  he born i n  this country? 

A. No, he was born In LLthWa.  

Q. And frm Lithuanialdid he come directly t o  Springfield? 

A. No, he worked Fn the mLnes i n  Pennsylvania, worked in an anthracite 

mine first. I donrt know what yeax it was he came here, but . . . during 
them days they had t o  board with sanebody. He  was a boarder before, I 

mess, he met my mother. 

Q. Dld he meet ycrur mother here Fn Springfield? 

A. Yes. 

Q, Where was her family f'mn and w h a t  did her father do? 

A, I think her father mst have been a coal miner. She was born in 

Pennsylvania. That's about a l l  I know about her. 

Q. Whatrs her background? What was her nationality? 

A. She come frm LLthWan parentage, also. 

Q. So you're pure Mt-. 



Yes. 

There w a t t  too many of us that are pure anything. 

(Laughter) I know. No, thatls right. Those that claim t o  be pure 

erflcans don't know whether they cane from the c r h i n a l  element or  not 

because, rmeJnber, durimg that  period Rgland was shipping thei r  unde- 

sirables t o  the colonies. 

A. So they don't know where they derived f'rm, really. 

Q Our ancestors were probably either on the wrong side of the l a w  or  

were starving, or they wouldn't have come, 

A, Thwe were military people that came here, too. But as  far as our 

ancestors are concerned, they were looking fo r  the gold that was in  the 

s t reets  of the United States. And of course, there w a s  land available 

and lard p a n t s  and so forth.  And there was mre opportunity for  them, 

not only oppouztun5ty for  work, but religious tolerance. In s m  places 

it was more tolerant than others. 

Q, Hopefully. You were brought up i n  Springfield,then. You've been in 

Springfield a l l y o u r  l i fe .  What are sane of your ear l ies t  memories of 

Springfield, childhood mamries or of your family? 

A, The earliest?- Well, I don't know. Generally, it was l i ke  any other 

chlld, going t o  school. 

Q, Where did you go t o  school? 



A. Wartless School. And one fascinating thing about it is we that 

had c~~ parents woUd sit i n  o w  classrocans and whenever the 

ambulance would came t o  the mines, the teacher would l e t  us go t o  the 

mines t o  see if it was our father or not. 

Q. Oh, w h a t  an experience for a child. 

A, Tbat was sad. 

Q. Can you remwnber where you f i r s t  lPved, the address of your house? 

A. On Moffat Avenue, 2121. 

Q. W e r e  there several Lithuanian families in  this area? 

A. Oh yes, there was plenty. It was ldnd of a m i h r e .  There was in 

the coal mining cammit ies  all Italians and Pollsh, Lithuanian and 

Bulgcim, Austrian, German: it was a melthg pot. Of course, when you 

are associated with people l ike  that, you associate with children. 

There's sane children that went t o  school that couldn't even speak one 

word of American by virtue of thei r  parentage arad they had t o  learn 

American just during the t&ne they went t o  school. They were a l i t t l e  

backward, too, But where we were more fortunate, rqy mother spoke 

perfect EngLish because she was born here, see. father's vocabulary 

was broken, although I think he had a larger vocabulary than my mother 

because he studied a lot.  

Q. Have ym any idea when he came t o  this country? 

A. I wouldn't hive any idea, no. No, I wouldn't know. 

Q, Were most of the Uthuanians in Springfield settled a r m  the 
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Moffat Avenue area? 

A. No. No, they was a l l  thraughout the city. 

Q, They were sprinkled then? 

A. Oh, yes. Now you take the west end'of Springfield, West Idlewild 

they called it. 

Q. Whereabouts was that? 

A. Well, it was West Washington. What's that new school they bui l t  out 

them on West Washington Street? That is in West Idlewild. That's 

where West Idlewild was at. 

Q, It's quite a way out. 

A. Yes, it was directly north of Washington Pmk. 

Q. And there were l o t s  of Lithuanian families living out there? 

A. Oh, yes. There was plenty of them out there. That was more Lithumian 

out there than it was out here. 

Q. Did you grow up speaking Lithuanian? 

A, No, I spoke broken. I can d e r s t a n d  the  entire language; arybody 

can talk t o  me and 1'11 understand word for word and everything. 

Q* Even today? 

A. Even t d a y ,  yes. In fact, we go t o  our neighbor's and she's a 

LLthuanian lady. She talks t o  me a l l  W Lithuanian and I answer her 



i n  American because I speak broken aud they laugh at me when I t ry  t o  

mumble through it, see-because my mother was Americanized. And my 

s ls ter ,  b e  couldn't talk either much. 

Q, You mean she couldn't speak Lithanian? 

A, Yes, but she could understand it, too. I@ older brother, he talked 

l ike  m y  other person f 'mm Lithuania because he was the only 

child when my mother and father spoke Mtlwmbn t o  each other. But after  

we was gown, why, my brother d all of them, they spoke American. 

b mbkr and father would ppeak Lit-, and then when they'd speak 

t o  us, they'd speak American t o  us. That's where we ldrrd of missed 

the boat a l i t t l e  bi t .  

Q, How many brothers and sisters did you have? 

A. I had one brother and one sister .  

Q. One brother and one sister .  Are they living here in . . . 
A. They 're dead. I@ sistw died at 25 years old at Saint John's 

Sanitarium, a f te r  we los t  our folks. She lived with us here, a d  it 

was a lifelong sorrow that I never w i l l  get over. And I los t  my 

brother i n  1963, He was two years older than I was. My poor sister;  

it just tore me up. 

Q. Did your brother l ive here in Springfield? 

A. Oh, yes, We both worked In the !nines together. 

Q. You all stayed rwt here? 
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A. Sure. He star$& I n  the mine before I did. O f  course, we a l l  went 

t o  Springfield Hgh School. 

Q. You mean graduated frcan Springfield . . . ? 

A. No, I quit in ny junior year. I just went out of my sophomore year, 

and the main reason-although parents wanted me t o  go-but a l l  rqy 

f i f ea s ,  they was a l l r d n e r s  already. They had dollars t o  spend and 

1 just had two bits ,  see. I rebelled, arid I started fai l ing b my 

grades so I could enter the mine. I took violin lessons and I played i n  

the Springffeld KIgb School orchestra. b@ mother thought I was go% 

t o  be a secord Fr i t z  Kreisler. 

Q. Bless Mother. You must have been good, though. What did your 

father think? 

A. Well, he wasn t quite that naive. He bought me a coal shovel. 

Claughter 1 

Q. Did he really? 

A, No, he didn't buy it. I mean he had t o  when I entered the mines, 

but they reluctantly l e t  me go i n  the mine. 

Q. About what year then did you enter the mine? 

A. 1928, and I was seventeen years old. I thought I was a man. I 

had a frWnd, Leo Mesky-we gmduated frcan grade schoolto@letherand went 

t o  high school togegher-I hauled him out of the mines, He was dead; 

he got killed i n  the mines. 

Q. Here In Sprin@;rield? 



A. Yes, Sangamon NO. 2. I thought we were men: he was seventeen. 

Q, Do you ever have any regrets that  you wanted t o  be a man so 

quickly and not f in ish  high school? 

A. Always. Not that I regretted working in the mines, but the lack of 

educatfon. I mean I mybe could have done a l i t t l e  b i t  something bet ter  

with mself. Wlt I don't think so, because during tha t  period the 

Depression carne along. And no matter how much education you had . . . 
I: worked on WPA with a mortician. You can see what condition the 

country was [in] during that  t3-r~. So I dont t believe I would have ac- 

complished very much; maybe l a t e r  on I might have. 

But I donrt have mch desire t o  be . . . well, I did want t o  study law. 

I used t o  go t o  the various attorneys and get the i r  old law books. Oh, 

I used t o  read almost until daylhght . And I los t  the flair of crlmlnal 

l a w  because I could never work toward fncarceratbg somebody. So I got 

interested In carrnercial law, and that was pret ty good. I mean, just 

reading rrgrself, you know. I didn't go t o  school f o r  that, but I 'd  go 

up t o  Springfield l a w  l ibrary and get the books. Sore of the poeple 

that worked there thought maybe I was a law student, wMch I wasnrt. 

But that's the only interest I had i n  gaining anything or  having a bet ter  

dedre ,  I've always been interested in any type of education. There1 s 

philosophy. I did like philosophy al l  the way f"rcan Plato, Aristotle, 

Herbert Spencer, mechanical theory and so forth. 

Q. What made you becanae interested i n  law? 

A. I don't know, I d a r t  how. I got on the attorney general's 



mailing list for the attorney genera.lls reports. Oh, I don't know; I 

just got interested i n  the c m e r i c a l  laws i n  the Seventeenth Section 

that had t o  do with Bauds and, oh, the various other technical t-s 

of law. The criminal law,  of course,there was a criminal procedw and 

evidence and, oh, what constitutes a c r l m  and so forth-you know, regular 

legal. I had the legal textbook. What would constitute the difference 

[between] burglary and larceny and, of course, forcible entry In the 

nLghtt5me and so forth, They had the regular terms determining what 

would be burglayy or larceny. The intent and that [the act] was 

supposed t o  concur t o  constitute a crime. 

Now dwbg the mlnersl strike, we h d  mlne bloodshed here where 34 of our 

members of the h.ogressive PUners were incarcerated for four years. The 

term lasted two years just on the crime of conspiracy, And that con- 

spiracy law is so unfalr that it doesn't. . . Intent and act must 

both concur t o  constitute a crh-e, but not in conspFracy because there 

was no overt act or no intent. I mean, you conspired because you 

belonged t o  an organization. During that tire, they could have sent 

every one of us t o  jail on circumstantial evidence anyway because the 

courts would ask the witness i f  he ever had any deduction fmn his pay 

for  usage of powder, f b e  or dynamite. And when held say, "Yes, but . . . tr 
And that 's all, that's al l ,  see? But we had t o  have it . . . 
Q. To work? 

A. Well, sure. When we worked i n  the mines, all  you dfd was you got 

a job. The boss would say, "Wing your tools ." Well, you brought your 

hard drills ard everythhg. When you went t o  work, you went t o  the 
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off ice and they'd give you a check mrmber. 

Q o  What was your check nwnber? Do you renember? 

A. Well, I had various ones. I had 33 and 313 and 22. Well anyway, 

tha t  was a life check. When you wmt down below, you would give it t o  

the cageman. Theretd be ten m n  going on the cage. You'd get the cage 

there; each man would give his munber. And when you went down below, then 

they'd take this whole powder keg fu l l  of checks and hang than on the board. 

When you came out at night, you'd take your check off the board. If 

there's one check lef't, you know there's one man that didn't c m  up 

that  night. They went in l o o w  for him, see. 

Whenever you went t o  the office, they'd give you a check nmber. So you 

ordered a keg of powder, a roll of f'use, roll of blasting paper, 

maybe a charger or a powder jack o r  sanethlng l ike  that,  wbtever you 

mded. And the boss would te l l  you, 'Well, get In the main east 

motor trip, and the driver will t e l l  you where t o  go." Well, on the 

mantrip, there'd be about eight men in the car arad you'd see nothin@; 

but . . . it looked like Broadway, all the miners' lights, the whole 

trip fill of cars with miners' lights on. And then the motor would 

take you inside in to  the workings rraybe three o r  four miles. You'd 

get out there, at the end,,and tha t ' s  where the mle drivers were at. 

The mules would take out two or t h e  cars t o  it and they'd make a bLg 

t r ip .  Then the haulage motors would come in like a f'reight train with 

the empty cars ard take out the loaded caxs. Well, when you'd get 

t o  this pardon, that's w b m  the mules were at . . . 
Q. Pardon? 



A. Pardon, yes. The driver would t e l l  you where the 22nd north was, 

see, for instance, if that's where your room was going t o  be. So the 

boss would cane i n  and he'd make a chalk line i n  the coal six feet 

fram there, f"rom the center line, and SIX feet fmn center line there. 

He'd make three chalk m k s .  That's where yowl rocan was supposed to  be. 

Well, you'd have to  blast your coal n m w  for 24 feet. That's what 

they ca l l  room necking. 

A. Yes, rocan necking. Then you got paLd yardage because you couldn't 

b las t  out much coal. in the narrow, shooting in the narrow lLke that. 

After you got in for yowl 24 feet, then you could start wldenhg out. 

Then you could get big shots. See, your primary shots, you had to  have 

a l i t t l e  snubber, a l i t t l e  one, because you couldn't d r i l l  a hole straight 

into the coal. They would backfire. You had to  have a worMng way, so 

you'd put a l i t t l e  hole in the bottnn l ike a V and then your other one 

muld be a l i t t l e  b i t  s t r w t e r  angle, and your next shot would be a 

straighter angle. 

Q. So it took three shots? 

A. Those other two shot3 w e r e  depending on that flvlst shot. If that 

first shot didn't work, your other two could not work. It was too heavy 

for the amount of powder that you put in  there. You had to  learn, arad 

You'd inquire in a straxlge mhe t o  the other fellows-You was asklng, 

"How much powder do you put in there?"-because some coal you have t o  

apply more powder or same even territories. Then your mine was just 

like two s t r e e t s 4 o f f a t  Avenue a d  M a t h e n y 4  your moms came from 



both s k e e t s  250 feet  in, and you were extracting al l  this coal just 

l ike  the houses on the street.  After that terr i tory was worked out, why, 

the entries was going on deeper, the s t reets  was go- in deeper and 

with new buses  and lots. You worked out all that; you honeycombed a l l  

that out. But, now some ocanpamies, you bad bad top places, you had 

.good top. Sanetimes you had two inches of slate; sametimes you had six 

feet of s late,  Sane was good and same was bad. Sane of it was 

muddy. This was a fossi l  fW1, coal is, and I suppose the s la te  was 

formed fmn the rmd in the swamps. The coal is forrned from the vegetation. 

I raiember one t h e  at I3arr Coal Ccanpany . . . 

A. EWr at Athens. I was laying on top of the mtor ,  waiting for the 

drivers t o  cane out. I was running the haulage motor because it was 

warm up there. In the slate, you could take layer a f te r  layer of s la te  

and fird just a mussel shell, highly distirqplshable--just l ike  a 

l l t t l e  mussel shell. Wlt in this one area, I found a t h h g  that looked 

l ike  Z t  had threads i n  it. I plcked it out with pocket W e ,  and 

tk indentation was still  rmahxbg in the slate. I picked this piece 

of fossi l ,  It was about two and one-half inches long and it had circular 

threads on it. When I looked ft up l a t e r  on, the name of it was a 

tr i lobite.  

Q. Wherers the t ~ i l o b i t e  now? Do you still  have It? 

A. No, I gave lit t o  niece. She took it t o  . . . she was go- t o  

t M s  school over on . . . Feitshans School. The teacher came t o  the 

conclusion it was fk.am . . . because there was no tl-reads invented than 



days. It was threaded-it looked l ike  it had threads in it-but they 

said it was formed f'mn a minerrs drill or scanethirg. That's how 

unknowledgeable they was about mlniYlg, see. But it was actually a 

t r i lob i te  because I found it ln the books after that. I don't know 

what happened t o  it; I guess she mst have l e f t  it at school, my niece. 

Q. A mseum might have liked-";it. It s too bad we don't have a mining 

msem. 

A. Well, not a minin@; nusewn, but we have sane regard- mines ln our 

museum here i n  Springfield. 

Q, When you went into the mine--If you don't mind staying on m h h g  

a while-what did you work at?  What was your first job? 

A. Well, you had to go In an apprenticeship. You had t o  go with an 

i n  the mines. You had a half turn. Say for instance, i n  the mine, is 
the turn only muls one car a day, each man got one car. If the turn 

was two cars, they got two cars. 

Q. Wha set those? 

A. The union, the union because Chey couldnrt show favoritism by 

giiring a . . . i f  the turn was only one and the one guy gets ten cars,  

bets mkhg a good living. See, i t r s  just in a turn. 

Q- couMnrt you all have ten cauls? 

A. It's accmding t o  the production, 

Q Md they get together with the coal capany? 



A. It's accordhg t o  the produbtion of the mine; i f  the mine would 

maybe only work a half' a day or three-quarters of the day, you know what 

I mean, the turn was smaller. 

Q. Did this vary film day t o  day? 

A. Yes, an a good turn, you could [have] five or seven or ten ems- 

that 's ten tons. 

Q. When would you fird out about your turn, when you got there in the 

mol-mkg? 

A. You couldn't . It s just according , . . Say for instance, if a 

par t lcubr  e d  of the mine caved in, y a r  t w n  wouldnlt be nothing that 

day. A l l  the production would be fx?om this other mine. Their turn 

would be great, but on this terri tory it would be nothing. Well, now 

tmm theyld have t o  res t r ic t ,  them gu3rs that got ten cars yester* 

day. We didntt get none today, so the next couple of days they have t o  

hold back on that terr i tory and give us, so we can catch up t o  our equal 

amount of production. It was just fair administration of the amount 

of coal that you get because they couldnlt even show fav&ltLsm that 

way-give one guy ten cars and one guy one. 

Q. But if you had a onecar turn for that  day, would you quit work early? 

A. No. Well, you don't know. See, for instance, i f  you had what we 

ca l l  a horseback-thatTs a dlrt-you run out of coal. k d  all that is is 

a fault l ike  the Saint Mary's Fault o r  San Andreas Fault or anything. kt 

sane mlnes had more di&s than the others, Now your faults,  unless you 

ran out of coal, this fault  might vary one inch t o  s lx  feet. All 



tha t  was was a soapy ldnd of a rock that you'd m into, you had t o  

drill through. And the company wasn't go- t o  buy tha t  off of you. You 

had t o  gob It. That's where our gob pi les  cane from. 

Q. So you spent your time drilling through those t o  get into . . . 
A. Drilling and blast* through. You had t o  use your own powder and 

everything t o  get through, so the company had t o  P~JT you;1wing the hi@+ 

e s t  perlod it was $0.31 an inch t o  go through there--to b las t  through 

there because ycru wasn't even loading ary coal. A11 you was doing was 

shooting rock and gobbing it up. So they had t o  you yardage. They 

also pald you yardage fo r  going in the m w .  All the entrymen-the 

entr ies  was narrow, and they got paid yardage I n  addition t o  the i r  tonnage. 

But In your mom when you got wide, you could shoot one shot-one shot 

was a keg of powder that  kad 300 inches. Ard sometjmes on a big shot you'd 

use 90 inches o r  120 inches of powder; that's maybe a third of a keg or  

a half' of a keg fo r  one shot. If tha t  shot didn't work, all your povder 

was gone. So sanetimes if you'd misjudge on your shot, you'd cane in 

there and you never had any coal, but your shot was stuclg. 

Q. You m e a n  the powder was stuck i n  thewall and didn't go off? 

went off, but it . . . 
Q. DidnT t do anything? 

A. D i d n ' t  do anything, but it would shatter,  it would shake the coal. 

You could h i t  the coal and it was drumny, so you'd look for a flat 

crack. Where the powder h i t ,  it escaped someplace. It was ei ther  in 

t k W t t m  or Ln the top. You'd find a sof ter  piece of coal and you 




















































































































