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Mary MacDonald, October 31, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

JoAnne Wheeler, Interviewer.

Q. The first thing I want to talk about 1is your background. Where were
you born?

A. Right here in Springfield, in St. John's Hoapital,

Q. That's what I wanted to know. And you were in high school when the
war started?

A. That's right. I was a second semester junior at Springfield High
‘School.

Q. When you heard about the bombing of Pearl Harbor what were your
feelings?

A. T think I was excited. It is a ghoulish thing to think back on ‘it
now, but we were all so innocent of what war was really like. 1 remember
that particular day we had an assignment on MacBeth in Miss Margaret
Rourke's English class due for the next day, Monday. We had to have a
notebook and there were several parts to it, but we were also great
Shostakovich fans. That afternoon, the NBC symphony, I think it was,
was doing Shostakovich's first. Three of us got together at Cecile
Wexler's house on Monroe Street to hear the symphony when we should have
been home studying. ‘It had been raining, as I remember. I walked over
and my father was going to pick me up. I was sitting on the floor at
Ceci's house reading "Drafty" in the Chicago Sun, which was a brand new
paper in those days. "Drafty" was a special comic strip about a year
old, I think, in those days about a draftee in an army camp. We were
listening to the broadcast, and as I remember they broke in.

Cecile had an older sister, Dorothy, who worked for the Register and

she was engaged to a fellow who was doing his service. He'd been in

the ROTC at U. of I. and as such, was a second lieutenant—-in the
Paratroopers, I think. Dorothy had a much different and more personal
interest in it than we did, so she was quite upset and shocked. We

16 year olds were just excited that this unbelievable thing was really |
happening. I know I didn't finish my MacBeth paper the rest of the day. |
I went tearing out when my father picked me up and I told him with great i
excitement that '"We were in the war, we were in the war!'" He played it

very deadpan, said, "Oh, nonsense!" and lead me on terribly. It turned

out that he had heard the news too because I'd been talking all week

about Shostakovich at home and my family, which is not musical,

listened in just to see what all the fuss was about. They heard the
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same broadcast I had. The rest of the day we just listened to the radio
and I had one of my convenient sinus attacks the next day so I didn't
have to go to school.

Q. That was my next question. The next day was December 8 when the
President declared war. Did you hear this in the broadcast?

A, I stayed home to listen because I had no idea that they would let
. us off from school, but I understand that all the assignments were out
the window. Miss Rourke didn't call for our MacBeth papers and they
did let the students go into the auditorium to listen to the radio. I
wouldn't have missed anything by going to school, but I was jolly sure
that I wasn't going to take any chances of not hearing what went on.

Q. You have in front of you some pictures of the home front during the
war and I wanted to discuss some of it. First of all I'll just let you
reminigsce from the pictures that are there. Do they bring back any
memotries?

A, Yes, I think we did all these things. I kept my bicycle until I
went away to college in 1943 and then I sold it, for $15. It was about
an eight year old bicycle and we felt that that was almost profiteering
that a $35 bicycle could be sold for $15, but any kind of transportation
was welcome for people in those days.

The tire collection I really don't remember particularly. We had a. Buick
and I remember the gasoline rationing. My father and later my mother
worked at the Illiopolis Ordnance Plant so they got a "B" sticker, I
believe, untll we got rid of the car. When I wanted to go to college

my father sold the car so I could go, but by that time he was working

in town and so was mother. The tire problem I don't think faced us
although we talked about retreads and recaps and things like that.

Those were new words as far as T was concerned.

Saving the cans . . . yes . . . and I remember we went up and down the
alleys trying to find scrap things that we could turn in. As I remember
the schools or the firehouses collected them.

We didn't suffer really as far as food was concerned. We lived in an
apartment so0 we didn't have a victory garden. But food rationing was
only a minor inconvenience as far as we were concerned. We just did
a little adjusting. We hadn't eaten canned meat prior to that. But
I can't say that we suffered. A little discipline was all it took as
far as we were concerned.

Q. Do you remember either you or your mother standing in line?

A. I can remember standing in line for cigarettes for my friends who
smoked. No, I don't remember particularly that we stood in line, and
since my mother worked, my sister and I did a good deal of the grocery
shopping. Mother would give us a list and we'd go or the family would
g0 on Sunday. It was the first time, I was aware that the stores were
open on Sunday. All hours of public services of that kind did adjust
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themselves to the new working hours of people. I remember shopping at
the West Grand Market which was next door to where the Paradise is now.
It was open on Sunday. Now, whether the Piggly-Wiggly's, which were the
predecessors of the Eisner's here, whether those were open on Sundays,

I just don't remember. But I do remember we went to the West Grand
Market and got things. Their meat was particularly good, so when the
new stamps came in we'd splurge and buy a roast or steak.

Q. I have here a war ration book if you want to look at it.

A. 1I've got one at home myself someplace. I worked at a ration book
distribution session at Hay-Edwards School. I think I wasn't really
old enough, it was the Spring of 1943, March, if I'm not mistaken.
My little sister was in the 7th or 8th grade and we were both very
eager to do our part. She volunteered my services, since my folks
were working all day and I was at Springfield Junior..College, to work
on the ration book distribution crew. I remember Mr. Perkins, who
lived on English and was one of our neighbors, was in charge on that
particular center. When he saw me there he raised an eyebrow because
I think one was supposed to be 18 before I could work on the project,
but he let me go ahead anyway.

Q. Do you remember giving them out? How it was done?

A. No, I remember there was a form we had to fill in while interviewing
the applicant. I don't think that I actually had any ration books in
hand., I think we recorded the individual's information, and then they
took a coupon or something that we gave them to another desk to get the
book. That's a little vague in my mind., All I really can remember is
that after my discussion with Mr. Perkins, I sat at a long table taking
down information. Some of my former teachers at Springfield High School
came in and I remember being shocked to find out what some of thelr ages
were. But the details of the form escape me completely, however.

I remember shoe rationing and that was done on the basis of stamps too.
That was more of a problem really than the food was. As I say, food
was just merely a matter of adjusting what we bought. It was not a
difficulty at all, but my little sister was growing so fast at that age
that all the rest of us had to give our coupons to her because she would
grow out of her shoes. She was very tiny for years and then suddenly,
when she got in the upper grades, she just shot up, and we couldn't
keep her in clothes more than a couple of months at a time. I had some
red Joyces that I bought at Luers  just before the war. And I wore
those, I'm sure, as one of my two pairs of shoes through my junior

year in college. '

Q. I don't think shoes would have lasted that long nowadays.

A. No, these were good. They were absolutely in tatters by the time

I got rid of them, but I was not really worried about that sort of thing.
I had that pair and then one more unrationed pair which were made of
cloth.
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Q. The soles reminded me of paper.
A. Some sort of ersatz, yes.
Q. What about nylon hose? Were you wearing hose?

A. No, I was in the first class, I think, in Springfield High School

to wear anklets all the way through. The senior girls were still wearing
hose when we started in 1939, but by the time we got through it was
fashionable to wear anklets, except for dress. And I did have rayon
hose. I don't think I even owned a palr of nylons before the war. We
had rayon ones which we wore for good that tended to bag at the ankles
and knees. My mother could never understand why I didn't want to wear
knee-high socks, but in those days it was terribly unfashionable; T

never would.

Q. In high school right after the war was declared you said you were
terribly excited. What was the attitude of the students in your class?

A. I can't remember really. I remember we talked about it. We had

Mr. Thompson's European History class, and I know we talked about it

in school, and we talked about it in the halls. The only thing I can
really remember was talking to Ceci Wexler before chemistry one time.
The word had come through and somehow dribbled down to the school

during the day that MacArthur had escaped from the Phillipines and gotten
to Australia. I can remember standing outside the chemistry room door
speculating with Ceci as to what the public response to this would be,
whether people would see it as his running away from his post or whether
they would really look at it in a larger context of saving a valuable
general for future service. I'm not sure really what conclusions we
came to.

Q. Many of the boys in the next couple years were either draft age or
they enlisted.

A. There were a few 4-F's, but, in general, all the boys I knew from
our class were in the service. We graduated in January of 1943, and

our group is having its 30th anniversary next spring. A couple of boys
I think had eye problems or something like that, but in general everyone
I knew went in, if not immediately, certainly by July. Some of us were
half a grade ahead of ourselves so we didn't turn 18 until the summer.
Certainly by the next September, almost all the boys I knew were in
service.

Q. What about the first boy from your class who was killed. Do you
remember who he was?

A. Yes, Richard Ranney was the first one. And he had gone to Butler
School in my class too.

Q. What was the reaction of your class?
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A. Well, you see, by then we had scattered. The boys were all in the
service and the girls were mostly in college. So I heard about it when
I came home for a holiday. I don't remember precisely when. It isn't
as if we were all in one place. Partly because of the war and partly
because so many of the ones I ran around with went to college, very

few of us stayed here or even kept in touch. I think I know more of the
people I was in high school with now, and know where they are and see
them, than 1 did then.

Q. When you got out of high school, what did you do after that?

A. ‘T went to Springfield Junior College, for two semesters, the spring
semester and summer school, and then I started to University of Illinois
as a sophomore in the fall of 1943.

Q. I have one question, concerning high school, when you were talking
about how excited everybody was. What were the school projects that high
school students did for the war?

A, I don't remember any. There probably were some. Some of the clubs
possibly had some war related activities, I knitted for the Red Cross.

Q. When you knitted, did you have Red Cross in the school?

A. No, I think through the mother of one of my friends who was very
active in the Red Cross I had learned to knit when I was in grade
school. So I knitted-—it was a great knitting pattern, by the way—
and I'd love to have it now for a pullover sweater. The Brooks sweater,
they called it. T suppose some of the clubs collected things, although
I must say I don't remember any of that at all.

Q. What about war bonds. Do you remember buying them?

A. It seems to me there was some sort of arrangement where the kids
could buy stamps at school, but I remember my little sister doing it
more tham my doing it. I will never save for even that.

One thing I do remember, my sister and I were, I guess, atypical, I

don't know; but we wanted very much for my father to go in the service.
He wasn't at all well even then, but we didn't realize how unwell he

was, and we thought it would be great fun if we contributed my father

to the service. He had been a sergeant in World War I, and was bilingual
in French. He had been with CID in the military police and did liaison
with the French police in World War I. We thought it would be just

great if Daddy went into the service again, and as a matter of fact he
did go down and try to enlist. But he couldn't pass the physical.

- They wouldn't take him. That was 1941, so he would have been 48 then.

Q. After you went to junior college where did you work at Toronto
Ordnance Depot?

A. Oh, that was the spring of 1945, 1 laid off school for one semester
and was looking for a job. I was never really very good at finding jobs
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myself. But my father, who had broken his leg, and this was the reason
I had stayed out, happened to be on the street in a walking cast. He
met a man he knew who was then personnel manager at the Lincoln Ordnance
Depot. In the midst of their conversation, it came out that they
needed people at the Depot, clerks. My father suggested that 1 go down
and take the Civil Service exam, which I did and passed.

On Washington's birthday, 1945--it was the coldest day known to man,
dreadful wind blowing--1 went out for my interview and got the job at
Lincoln Ordnance. 1T worked in Depot Supply, which was the office that
ordered the materials used in packing the stuff that was to be sent
overseas. 1 used to order thousands and thousands of a little bracket
that was used to hold the strapping together and then they'd use some
sort of an instrument to tighten that to hold the straps around the
boxes. For years I've been trying to remember the name of that little
thing I used to order and I simply cannot. But all T did was type six
copies of requisitions and occasionally write a letter. I've always
felt that learning to write military correspondence was good discipline.
I learned how to write a business letter working for the Army Service
Forces, I think.

Q. I always thought their idea of how to date a letter was exceptional.
A, Yes, I still do that backwards.
Q. How many women were working out there at that time?

A. A good many. T think there were two men in our office, on a 4-F and
one a quite old man. Besides the lieutenant. There were about half a
dozen women, in our particular office. We were off in a cormer, not
being part of the actual packing and labeling operation.. In some of the
other warehouses there were many more women, but because of the nature
of depot work it didn't lend itself to women's talents quite as much as
the other things. In the offices, as now, the women predominated.

Q. You said there were other warehouses. How big was the plant, and
how many warehouses were there?

A. It was quite large, but frankly, I can't tell you how many warehouses.
I don't remember. Some of them have been .torn down now. There was an
administration building and a long run of warehouses that were up on
high, cement bases, level with the beds of freight cars. Then there
would be a railroad track that would go down along the side of the
warehouses and a cement shipping dock out along the sides next to the
railroad traeck.. There were large double doors at intervals along the
gide of the warehouses so that the boxes could be carried out on fork-
lift trucks and just run right on to the freight car. I remember we
were on the far south end of one of the warehouses, about the next to
last one out in the area, as I remember.

I'd go in one end of the warehouse in the mornings cause it was so
dreadfully cold, and then go the length of the warehouse in the dark
looking at that little red light down at the far end to orient myself.
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We just had a cormer of one end of a warehouse of our office. Then
there were other shed affairs that would just keep things under cover,
but had no sides; these were down at ground level. There were also
lines and lines of Ducks, those were the amphibious vehicles, that were
just parked out in the open. The depot was fenced except at the points
where the railroad tracks came through, and the place was patrolled by
guards with German shepherds.

Q. Now that was one of my questions. How was all this protected
against theft?

A. Well, we used to have -fun, just as mental speculation, figuring
out how you could get around the security. It wouldn't have taken
any great brains to get into the place, I don't think, if one had
wanted to try,.

Q. You mentioned earlier when I talked to you about the prisoners of
war that were there. Were they German?

A, They were German. They were German prigoners who were driven over
every day 1n a truck and they were checked in by the American soldier

in charge to whichever officer was Officer of the Day. The girls used
to hang out the washroom windows and hand them candy bars as they were
working; mowing grass, working on the railroad tracks, or whatever. I
don't think they could be used to do such things as lug the equipment

onto the cars. They did mainly road and yard work around the area.

Q. About how many were there?

A, TI-have no idea. And I don't remember where they came from. It
seems to me it was Galesburg. But what gives me that idea, I'm not
sure. There was a camp. over by Galesburg. T had meant to look that
up and now I just have forgotten.

Q. I researched a little bit of that and I, like you, haven't been
able to come up with anything.

A. I'm sure there would be people around who would remember. Now

why I have this thought, I don't know, but it seems to me that it was
at that place that the University of Illinois branch at Galesburg was
established. Then after that it became the Illinols State Hospital

at Galesburg. Now, I'm probably totally wrong on that, so don't quote
me. But it seems to me that that's what it was, I think with a little
calling around we could probably establish it.

Q. You've already talked about how the stores in Springfield stayed
open so you could take care of your shopping.

A. It used to be that Saturday night was the opening, the late
opening, and as I remember, that ended during the war. They started
opening, if I'm not mistaken, on Thursdays. But again, I'm really
not sure.
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Q. What servicemen were stationed in and near Springfield?

A. I don't remember a lot of them. There were some camps over toward
Peoria and there were Chinese aircraft mechanics or something like
that, out at the Fairgrounds. And, of course, Chanute was not too far
away. There was not a camp right close to Springfield.

Q. Was there a big influx of servicemen on weekends in Springfield?

A. Yes, they used to talk about this, but I wasn't around enough
really to pay much attention. It was supposed to be a great weekend
pass place.

Q. Were there any problems that you heard about?
A. T thipk there were but I wasn't aware of them. I wasn't here.
Q. Did Springfield have a USO?

A. Probably, but again, I don't remember. I was in Urbana most of
that time.

Q. In 1945, President Roosevelt died. Where were you when you heard
about that?

A. Oh, I'll never forget that one. That was the spring I worked at

the Ordnance Depot, and I went downtown on the bus that night.
Ordinarily, I had a ride in a car pool which went out by my home, but
that night I took the depot bus which was one of those high, old things
that I think they also used on army camps. They were most uncomfortable
and there was a sign up in front saying, '"No expectorating on this
vehicle". We often wondered how many people who rode the bus knew what
it meant. But that evening I rode that thing into town and met my
mother after work. We were going shopping for a plant to send to a
funeral.

END OF SIDE ONE

A. My mother came downstairs, she worked for Internal Revenue on the
second floor of the Post Office., She had a kind of stunned look in her
eye and said that one of the men had said that President Roosevelt had
just died. We were both very taken aback so we went outside and there
was a large crowd around the Illinois State Journal office across the
street. We went down, joined them, and saw the notice posted up on the
papers that were hung on a wire across the window. We quickly did our
business downtown and hurried home; my father had already heard it on
the radio. We listened then faithfully all the rest of those few days.
It was a Friday, if I'm not mistaken.

Q. Do you remember the kind of day it was outdoors?
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A, It was fairly warm, I think, because I know I had a suit on. I had
a blue tweed Kerry Cricket suit, I do remember that. So apparently it
was a warm enough April day to go without a coat.

Q. Some people felt that if he'd been president all during the war, we
might lose the war ox the direction of the war might change because the
commander-in-chief had died. 1 had that feeling, did you?

A. No, not that I can remember. Certainly we were saying, "Who is this
Harry Truman?" We found out, of course, But, no, I don't remember that

that was so much of a problem. The war in Europe, of course, was pretty
well wound down by then anyway.

Q. It was after the invasion, of course. Speaking of Truman, what were
your feelings about Hiroshima and the bomb?

A. At the time T don't think we really realized that this was changing
humanity's course at all, It was just a bigger bomb than any of the ones
that had been dropped previously. But the ijmplications of nuclear fission
at the time escaped us completely.

Q. Were you amazed at the number of people they said this one bomb killed?

A. Not that I can remember. I think we were a little appalled by the
force of it certainly. What I remember most was the fact that the week
before, or very shortly before, was the first United States Steel Hour on
the radio. It was an hour long quality drama series. The first play they
gave was "Wings over Europe" which was a play from the 1920's about a super
weapon, but not necessarily an atom bomb. The coincidence of these two
things coming off within a month did strike us, but I don't think that the
full implication of the horror of it or the magnitude of it really hit us
at the time,

Q. I'm kind of skipping around in years. In 1944 there was a cruiser
named USS Springfield. I was wondering if you remember the reaction of
the Springfield people to this.

A. I think they collected things for it; there was something about a
silver service for it. I remember the name and I remember there were
some things in the paper about it. But no, I don't really remember any
details.

Q. I had heard that it was the first American warship sunk in enemy
waters.

A. Oh, really. I didn't know that.
Q. We talked a little bit gbout war slogans and you mentioned the one
that probably was in the ordnance plant where you worked, about not

talking because somebody might hear.

A. "A slip of the 1lip will sink a ship", I believe was the one.
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Q. And we discussed, "Praise the Lord, and pass the ammunition" which
was later a song.

A. Right, right. There were a lot of those things. "Coming in on a
wing and a prayer" and there was one about a bomber's moon. Each part
of the service had its own song, ground out in Tin Pan Alley, I'm sure.
And then there were a lot of these, "Miss You" and "Don't Sit Under the
Apple Tree" and "White Cliffs of Dover" and "My Sister and I". 'White
Cliffs of Dover" was a little earlier actually. I think that was
before we went into the war, during the Battle of Britadn.

Q. Of course, the famous one was the Kate Smith song, "God Bless
America', '

A, Which T abhor, absolutely., It was a pre-war song actually, but in
that super-patriotic time it became more popular. I want to throw up
every time I hear it, which has nothing to do with my patriotism. I
just don't like the song.

Q. It was easy to sing I think that's the reason.
A. Well, this may be, but I didn't care for it at all.
Q. We had talked about some suits that you wore,

A. Oh, yes, I'd like to have one like that today, as a matter of fact.
I'd be right in style.

Q. I can't remember, were the skirts long or short?

A. They were short. Skirts were about to the middle of the knee-cap.
And, of course, those awful shoulder pads. I had a terrible time because
I'm broad-shouldered anyway, and I looked like a lady wrestler in those
clothes. But we wore sloppy Joe sweaters, baggy sweaters. It seems a
little strange because wool was supposedly in short supply. But that was
a kind of an 'in' thing, but it was mostly skirts and blouses with a
sweater. I don't remember that I had many dresses, but I was at a period
in my life when skirts and blouses and school clothes were the thing.
Formals were not much different from formals before or since; marquisette
was fashionable.

Q. Were there many formal dances in Springfield?

A, I don't remember in Springfield particularly, but the proms at U of I
were formal. And during the war over at the university there weren't as
many. Occasionally there would be a formal dance. But, in general, no,
they were the school clothes kinds of things.

Q. What was the social life in Springfield like during the war?

A. Well, I don't really remember, T was away. The social life T had was
the social life of any high school student. And the social life I had after
I left Springfield and went to Urbana was:the social life of anyone who
lived in an organized house over there.
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Q. T remember you said you went to the movies a lot.

A, Oh yes, the movies. Of course, T was always a movie buff which
accounts for part of this, but certainly in Urbana, that was the thing
to do. We would tear out of the house right after Saturday night supper
and catch a bus—-which cost ‘a nickle, by the way-—and went downtown in
Urbana to stand in line for half hour or an hour in sometimes dreadful
weather at the Virginia or the Rialto Theaters. It was kind of fun
because we also used to sing in those days. I don't know that that

kind of community spirit still exists, but, it had been a custom for
many years before I went to Urbana, to sing in movies in between
features, The organ would come up out of the pit and there would be
slides shown with the words on the screen. Occasionally you'd get one
of those little bouncing ball things, but these were usually slides with
art work around the edges that looked a little like something out of
John Held. So they must have dated from the 1920's, the slides that they
were still using then in the 1940's.

Q. You said that also on v-J day the way you celebrated was to go
to the show.

A. Yes, we had already scheduled that, so we took a taxi downtown because
the buses were apparently not running. It got bogged down in the traffic
jam while the meter was ticking away. So we finally dismissed the taxl
and walked three or four more blocks and stoed in line. People were
milling around; people from Chanute and high school students largely.

Then we saw Barbara Stanwick in something about Christmas, and for the
life of me, I don't remember the title. "Christmas in Connecticut", or
something of that sort. I was in summer school that time. I was making
up time for the period I worked at the ordnance depot.

Q. One:of the movie stars 1 remember, at that time, was John Wayne.

A. T don't remember him. I never liked him so, to my knowledge, I never
saw him in a movie.

Q. Another one would be Robert Mitchum.

A. The one I remember him in was "Thirty Seconds Over Tokyo." I think
that was the first one I remember seeing him in. We thought he was
terribly glamourous.

Q. It seems we kept seeing the same people in all these different movies.
A, Yes. I remember "Walk in the Sun". We thought "Walk in the Sun" was
great. We saw that at our senior walkout. And then, of course, the silly
musicals were terribly ‘'in', in those days too, but the war movies were

pretty simplistic.

Q. Had they always told about how wonderful America was?
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A. Oh yes, there was no balance. And then, of course, after the war, the
pendulum swung the other way and you began to wonder. from the movies how

we ever managed to win in the first place. Someday maybe they'll find a
happy medium.

Q. Well, thank you Mary for giving me this extra time for your interview.

END OF TAPE



