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PREFACE 

This wnuac rSp t  i s  the praduct  af t a p e ~ e c o r d e d  Anteviews  conducted 
by Georgia Rountree f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Offfce on October 1 5 ,  1 9 7 2  
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  Chris Skoczywki t r a n s c r t b e d t h e t a p e  
and Barb Dewhurst e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t ,  

Ed r i s  Mabie was born i n  Iowa on Nwember 1 7 ,  1923. When Mr, Mabie 
w a s  2 y e a r s  o l d ,  his family moved t o  Springfield,  H i s  father  worked 
as miner and was an o rgan ize r  f o r  t h e  Progress ive  Mine Warkers, 
This memoir is  a d i scuss ion  of Mr, Mabtets childhood and t h e  dea th  
of h i s  f a t h e r .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  
a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conve r sa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  
i s  not  r e spons ib l e  f o r - t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  
views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  the r eade r  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be  read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  
be reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechan- 
ica l ,  without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Off ice ,  
Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Edr i s  Mabie, October 15, 1972, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Georgia Rountree, Interviewer.  

A: I am t h e  f i r s t  c h i l d  i n  a  family of seven ch i ld ren .  I have fou r  
b ro the r s  and two s i s t e r s  of which two b ro the r s  a r e  deceased and my f a t h e r  
i s  deceased. My ances tory  is  of English and Welsh s tock ,  t hus  coal  
mining as a n a t u r a l  avocat ion f o r  my f a t h e r .  My grandparents ,  from both 
s i d e s ,  were from Wales and England. They s e t t l e d  i n  Iowa during t h e  
e a r l y  1900s. I was born i n  a small mining town i n  LaVil la ,  Iowa. My 
f a t h e r  worked i n  t h e  mines--he went i n  t h e  mines a t  t h e  age of 17. My 
family moved t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  when I w a s  two years  old and my f a t h e r  
s t a r t e d  working i n  t h e  mines h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  I might mention t h a t  
of course i n  any mining family i n  a  small  town t h e r e  a r e  many mining 
c a t a s t r o p h i e s  and t r aged ie s .  One t h a t  was r e l a t e d  t o  m e  w a s  when my 
s i s t e r  was born. My f a t h e r  was c a l l e d  from t h e  p i t s  and a t  t h i s  time he  
was what they c a l l e d  a  shooter .  In  o the r  words, he'd put  t h e  dynamite i n  
t h e  ho le s  and shoot  t h e  seam. The day t h a t  he was c a l l e d  t h e r e  was a  
mine explosion and many of t h e  miners l o s t  t h e i r  l i v e s .  O f  course he  was 
saved because he  was c a l l e d  from t h e  p i t s .  I n  a  s m a l l  town, when t h e  
mine w h i s t l e  blew during t h e  middle of t h e  day, a l l  t h e  people ran  t o  t h e  
p i t s .  They knew t h a t  t h e r e  was an explosion and t h a t  t h e r e  was dea th  i n  
t h e  p i t s  and of course  a  t ragedy had occurred. A s  I s a i d  before ,  my 
family a r r i v e d  h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  i n  t h e  year  1925 and my f a t h e r  found 
work i n  t h e  mines. I might mention t h a t  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  a l though it  seems 
t o  be a  s e r v i c e  town now and one t h a t  d e a l s  i n  government, was a mining 
community back i n  t h e  1920s and 1930s--there were t e n  t o  twelve mines 
working a t  t h a t  rime. I might mention t h a t  t h e  union movement, 
e s p e c i a l l y  during t h e  last p a r t  of t h e  19th  century ,  t h e  mines and t h e  
miners were very aggres s ive  i n  t h i s  movement and aga in ,  a s  you know, t h e  
oppression of management and b ig  money dominated l e g i s l a t u r e  and many 
laws were passed a g a i n s t  t h e  formation of many unions. The use  of 
f e d e r a l  t roops  and t h e  use of l o c a l  law o f f i c e r s  backed them. I might go 
back a  l i t t l e  b i t  i n  h i s t o r y  and mention t h e  r i o t s  i n  Phi lade lphia  i n  t h e  
1870s and i n  t h e  P i t t s b u r g h  coa l  f i e l d s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1900s and of course,  
t h e  Haymarket Riot  i n  Chicago, j u s t  t o  name a few. The United Mine 
Workers, an  o rgan iza t ion  t h a t  was formed l a t e  i n  t h e  1800s, I would say 
t h a t  most a l l  of t h e  miners belonged t o  t h i s  one union, t h e  United Mine 
workers of America. This  was t h e  one t o  which my f a t h e r  belonged and was 
a member. This  union w a s  very  ins t rumenta l  i n  t h e  e a r l y  l abo r  movements 
i n  g e t t i n g  f a i r  wages and hours laws passed,  provided c o l l e c t i v e  
barga in ing ,  laws a g a i n s t  c h i l d  l abo r ,  j u s t  t o  name a few. I n  1935, t h e  
NLRB was formed and t h e  induct ion  of many l abo r  movements began. 

Q: M r .  Mabie, would you p l ease  exp la in  what t h e  NLRB means? 

A: The National  Labor Re la t ions  Board was s e t  up t o  he lp  unions i n  
c o l l e c t i v e  bargaining t o  hear  both s i d e s  of a r b i t r a t i o n  on t h e  union 's  
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and t h e  management's s i d e  whereas be fo re  maybe one s i d e  was j u s t  being 
heard. O f  course,  t h i s  u sua l ly  was b i g  business  and management so  t h i s  
was formed t o  g ive  t h e  working man a decent wage and hours  and working 
condi t ions  and I t h i n k  i t  was one of t h e  b igges t  breakthroughs t h a t  we 
had. Of course  t h a t  w a s  i n  1935. As I s a i d  before ,  I came through t h i s  
time i n  t h e  mine wars and I w a s  about t e n  t o  twelve years  of age. My 
l i f e ,  being t h e  son of a miner, was no t  much d i f f e r e n t  than  many of t he  
o t h e r s  i n  t h i s  community but  I happened t o  be t h e  son of a union 
organizer  of a r i v a l  union of t h e  UMW. I could say t h a t  t h i s  w a s  quits 
i n t e r e s t i n g .  I might mention what condi t ions  gave rise t o  t h e  union 
s p l i t .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  w e  were engrossed i n  t h e  b ig  depress ion  during t h e  
e a r l y  1930s. There were cutbacks i n  s a l a r i e s  and t h e r e  were cutbacks i n  
employment and most a l l  i n d u s t r i e s  were tak ing  it. Now, t h e  miners under 
John L. Lewis had a l s o  agreed t o  t ake  t h e  c u t  bu t  many of t h e  miners,  
through maybe l a c k  of communications o r  o the r  l e a d e r s  t e l l i n g  them not  t o  
accept  t h a t ,  they  d i d n ' t  have t o  accept  i t ,  they  d i d n ' t  have t o  s e l l  out  
t o  government and b ig  bus iness  and they decided t o  form a r i v a l  union. 
One of t h e s e  was t h e  Progress ive  Mine Workers of America. Now t h i s  was 
formed not  only because of t h e  cutbacks i n  jobs and i n  s a l a r i e s ,  bu t  
o t h e r  l i t t l e  t h ings  happened such a s  b a l l o t  boxes being s t o l e n  when they 
voted f o r  union l eade r s .  So I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  concept ion of t h e  
Progress ive  Mine Workers of America was around 1932 o r  1933 o r  
thereabouts .  This  o rgan iza t ion  confined i t s e l f  t o  t h e  coa l  f i e l d s  of 
Pennsylvania,  Kentucky, Ohio, Indiana and very  s t r o n g  i n  I l l i n o i s ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  southern  and c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s ,  a r e a s  of T a y l o r v i l l e ,  Pana, 
Nokomis, G i l l e s p i e  and Spr ingf ie ld .  

Q: Would you p l ease  t e l l  m e  what p a r t  your f a t h e r  played i n  t h e  
organiz ing  of t h e s e  unions? 

A: The mine union i t s e l f ,  when a new mine is opened, t h e  mine l abo r  
organizers  would con tac t  t h e s e  mine owners and t r y  t o  g e t  t h e  personnel  
i n  t hese  mines t o  s i g n  a con t r ac t  wi th  t h e  Progress ive  Mine Workers o r  
t h e  UMW. Now i f  and when t h e s e  mines were being contacted by t h e  two 
d i f f e r e n t  r i v a l  unions, of course,  f i g h t i n g  would break o u t ,  n o t  only i n  
those  mines t h a t  would not  s i g n  but  a l s o  i n  those  mines t h a t  were a l r eady  
signed. Usually by vo t ing  they could choose t h e  union t h a t  they wanted 
t o  join.  But it  d i d n ' t  s t o p  there .  Usually t h e  r i v a l  mines were bombed, 
r i v a l  miners were s h o t  and k i l l e d ,  t r a i n s  were bombed and many times 
r i o t s  would t ake  place.  

Q: What p a r t  d id  your f a t h e r  play i n  t h i s ?  

A: He, a s  I mentioned before ,  was an  organizer  and he worked with t h e  
PMW--the Progress ive  Mine Workers of America. Again, I 'll have t o  br ing  
out  the r o l e  t h a t  b ig  bus iness  would play here.  John L. Lewis being t h e  
head of a very  l a r g e  and very f i n a n c i a l l y  secure  union, could use  f e d e r a l  
t roops  i f  needed, t h e  n a t i o n a l  guard and t h e  l o c a l  p o l i c e  i f  needed. 
Some of t h e  r i o t s  i n  southern  I l l i n o i s  turned out  t h a t  way. One of t h e  
c e l e b r a t i o n s  of t h e  g r e a t  l abo r  l eade r s ,  Mother Jones--there w a s  a r i o t  
i n  southern  I l l i n o i s  when a troop of PM of A were moving i n  t h a t  
d i r e c t i o n  f o r  a ce l eb ra t ion .  The c a r s  were searched by t h e  s t a t e  
t roope r s  and by t h e  n a t i o n a l  guard as these  men w e r e  t r a v e l i n g  through a 
c e r t a i n  a r e a  and a l l  guns removed. When they reached t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n  
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they  were open f i r e d  upon from both s i d e s  of t h e  road by these  r i v a l  
unions and of course  many were in ju red  and k i l l e d .  

Q: Did your f a t h e r  c a r r y  a gun? 

A: I t h i n k  t h a t  a t  t i m e s  he  would have a gun, whether f o r  h i s  own 
p ro t ec t ion ,  probably, but  no t  of ten .  I know guns w e r e  p resent  i n  t h e  
house but  of course,  I can remember a search  of t h e  house f o r  weapons. 
But as an a r s e n a l ,  no. I th ink  a gun w a s  something, i n  t hose  days,  t h a t  
was almost automatic  t o  car ry .  I can remember some of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
d id  t ake  p l ace  with r e f e rence  t o  my p o s i t i o n  i n  t h e  family. For 
i n s t ance ,  if we'd watch a parade i n  t h e  middle i n  town--and parades were 
very  much a p a r t  of s o c i e t y  i n  those  e a r l y  days--and t h e  n a t i o n a l  guard 
would r i d e  t h e i r  ho r ses  by. Now we were i n s t r u c t e d  t o  throw rocks o r  
apples  o r  whatever we had a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  guard 's  horses  and t o  h o l l e r  a t  
them "Scabbiest' and "Scab Herders". 

Q: Did you throw rocks o r  apples  a t  t h e  n a t i o n a l  guard? 

A: De f in i t e ly .  I n  f a c t  we thought i t  w a s  g r e a t  fun. It wasn't only 
myself but  o t h e r  sons and daughters  of many of t h e  o t h e r  miners. L e t ' s  
f a c e  it. This  ha t r ed  was g rea t .  These t roops ,  i t  wasn't anything f o r  
them t o  break i n  your door and come i n t o  your house. They were supposed 
t o  have a search  warrant  bu t  I can remember e a r l y  one morning t h e r e  was a 
pounding on t h e  door and t h e  n a t i o n a l  guard pushed t h e i r  way i n t o  t h e  
house wi th  t h e i r  bayonets on t h e i r  guns. 

Q: Where d id  you l i v e ?  

A: I l i ved  on 16th  and Brown a t  t h i s  t i m e .  O f  course,  my f a t h e r  being a 
union organizer  and a l abo re r ,  he would be h igh  on their l is t  i n  
searching  f o r  weapons and t h a t  type of thing.  They had a reason f o r  
coming. In  o the r  words, i f  t he re ' d  been a bombing o r  i f  t h e r e  had been a 
k i l l i n g ,  they  would search  out  t hese  people r i g h t  away and t r y  t o  l o c a t e  
evidence of some kind. I might mention that--of course  1'11 g e t  t o  t h e  
po in t  where my f a t h e r  was killed--even my mother was subjec ted  t o  a 
c e r t a i n  amount of harassment,  such as t h e  FBI t ak ing  h e r  i n  and keeping 
h e r  u n t i l  2:00 i n  t h e  morning, quest ioning h e r  and then  r e l e a s i n g  h e r  t o  
g e t  home any way t h a t  she  could. Such th ings  as t h i s  kind of make you 
wonder about t h e  movement a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q: You mentioned ha t red .  How did you l e a r n  t o  ha t e?  

A: I would say t h a t  i t  was f a i r l y  easy because i t  was parent-or iented.  
I could not  play with any c h i l d  t h a t  belonged t o  t h e  r i v a l  union. I f  I 
played wi th  any c h i l d  of t h e  r i v a l  union, I was punished. I might 
mention t h a t  my f a t h e r ,  no t  being a very  mean type  of i nd iv idua l ,  would 
g e t  f a i r l y  s t r i c t  i f  I were t o  play wi th  a UMW c h i l d ,  I knew t h a t  I would 
be punished and I would be punished seve re ly  f o r  it .  If I would p lay  
wi th  any son o r  daughter  of a na t iona l  guardsman, I would be punished. 
This  type  of th ing  would build up i n  you a ha t r ed  f o r  t h e  oppos i te  s ide .  
Now what I knew about: them was t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they were scabs  and t h a t  
they  caused us harm by working when our parents would no t  work. We d i d  
no t  have t h e  th ings  t h a t  t hese  o t h e r  people had because they were working 



Edris Mabie 4 

i n  t h e  p i t s  and w e  were on s t r i k e ,  t r y i n g  t o  b u i l d  up h igher  wages f o r  
t h e  men and b e t t e r  working condit ions.  Again, argumentation would be 
presented h e r e  because, would i t  be b e t t e r  t o  t ake  t h i s  c u t  and lower t h e  
p r i c e s  so  much a s  t o  s e e  t h e  people working? Well, he re  aga in  t h e  idea  
of communicating t o  t h e s e  people was l o s t  and a c t u a l l y  maybe t h e  r i v a l  
union w a s  no t  t h e  g r e a t e s t  t h ing  t h a t  could be formed a t  t h i s  time. 
Maybe i t  was b e s t  t o  go along wi th  John L. Lewis and h i s  ideas .  But once 
t h i s  w a s  formed and once s i d e s  were chosen, then  t h e  o b j e c t i v e s  were 
changed, so  t o  speak. Now t h i s  ha t red  came up, I would say  t h a t  i t  was 
d e f i n i t e l y  parent-or iented a s  such. I know t h a t  I have, a s  I s t a t e d  
before ,  c a l l e d  people names, thrown rocks,  knocked on doors ,  of anyone 
t h a t  was i n  t h e  r i v a l  group. It seems so  s t r a n g e  i n  t h a t  f a c t  t h a t  I 
grew up t h a t  I could run ac ros s  t h i s  again. My f i r s t  teaching job was i n  
Nokomis, I l l i n o i s ,  which is a mining community and I t a lked  t o  one of t h e  
board members and he had been a member of t h e  UMW--the United Mine 
Workers. And he s a i d  t h a t  he 'd  heard of my f a t h e r ,  i n  f a c t  many a r e a s  
where I had worked b a l l  games i n  southern  I l l i n o i s ,  knew my f a t h e r  and 
they s a i d ,  of course ,  g r e a t  t h ings  about him because he was a union 
organizer  f o r  t h e i r  group. One man happened t o  be a UMW and h i s  son- 
in-law, of a l l  t h ings ,  was a PMW--a Progress ive  Mine Worker--and he went 
ou t  on s t r i k e  and h i s  f a t h e r  kept working. The f a t h e r  ordered him off  of 
h i s  land with a shotgun. When t h e  son-in-law approached and t h e  f a t h e r  
t o l d  him never t o  come back--the son-in-law had a shotgun a l s o  of course,  
and he was very  angry and was c a l l i n g  him names because he was working 
and t h e  f a t h e r  s a i d  he  had a family t o  support  and he was going t o  keep 
on working. To t h i s  day he  s a i d ,  and t h i s  i s  twenty-five o r  t h i r t y  years  
l a t e r ,  when he meets h i s  own daughter on t h e  s t r e e t  i n  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  t h a t  
they w i l l  c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  and they won't even speak t o  each other--his 
own grandchi ldren,  twenty-five years  l a t e r .  You r e a l l y  g e t  t h e  f e e l i n g  
of ha t r ed  here.  This  was a t r y i n g  time and some people were hungry. A 
t r y i n g  t i m e  when they spent  a l l  of t h e i r  t i m e  looking f o r  jobs and 
upholding t h e  cause t h a t  they  f e l t  w a s  t r u e .  I asked him i f  t h i s  went on 
even today and he  s a i d ,  "That 's  r i g h t ,  a s  i f  I am dead. They won't speak 
t o  me." So you see t h i s  f e e l i n g  he re  of h a t r e d ,  as such. Again, I might 
mention t h a t  i t  seems t h a t  t h e  women and t h e  wives of t h e  miners su f f e red  
a g r e a t  d e a l  with t h i s ,  th inking  of my mother 's s i d e  of it, keeping a 
l a r g e  family going. W e  never wanted f o r  food-of course w e  used a l o t  out  
of t h e  garden and they  d i d  have some mine wel fare  t h a t  they  d id  g ive  t o  
t h e  people. 

Q: Did your f a t h e r  a l low your mother t o  s tand  i n  t h e  l i n e s  t o  r ece ive  
t h e  f r e e  food? 

A: Most of t h i s  he  would b r ing  home and t h i s  w a s  given out  a t  t h e  l o c a l  
union miner 's  h a l l .  Of course,  t h e r e  w a s  a l s o  s t a t e  a i d  and you could 
g e t  milk stamps and g e t  mi lk  and f l o u r .  Many days I pu l l ed  a wagon up t o  
t h e  feed s t o r e  and go t  t h e  f l o u r  t o  t a k e  home so  my mother could bake 
bread. Of course  w e  always a t e  we l l  and she  was a good cook and a good 
mother and took c a r e  of t h e  family and s tayed  home. So we never wanted 
as f a r  as food and c lo th ing  and a home l i f e  was concerned. Of course,  
t h e  f a t h e r  being out  of t h e  home a g r e a t  d e a l  with h i s  union work. I 
don ' t  know, t o  go on wi th  t h i s ,  I might mention t h a t  my f a t h e r  w a s  k i l l e d  
on Eas t e r  morning. I w a s  a t  Washington Park hunt ing  Eas t e r  eggs and they 
had a union meeting a t  t h e  PM of A h a l l  on 6 t h  and Washington and Ray 
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Edmonson, who was a very  good f r i e n d  of my f a t h e r ' s  a t  one t i m e  and who 
w a s  a l s o  p re s iden t  of t h e  UMW f o r  t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s ,  and my f a t h e r  
was i n  t h e  r i v a l  union and I might mention t h a t  they  d id  o f f e r  him any 
job t o  ge t  him out  of t h e  r i v a l  union, on t h e  p o l i c e  f o r c e ,  on t h e  f i r e  
department. But once he  had joined t h e  group and s a i d  t h a t  he  was i n  
t h i s ,  t h e r e  was no g e t t i n g  out  a s  such. O f  course ,  t h e s e  people,  and I ' d  
m e t  them be fo re  when I was a very l i t t l e  boy--he'd t ake  m e  up t o  t h e  mine 
h a l l  with him once i n  a whi le  t o  t h e  meetings and t h e s e  men, some of them 
were ex-convicts,  t h e  Thompson b ro the r s  were i n  t h e  car a t  t h e  time. 
They were d r i v i n g  around t h e  headquarters  and my f a t h e r  and a few of t h e  
o t h e r  fe l lows  were out  on t h e  street and they saw them and acknowledged 
them and they r an  towards t h e  car--my f a t h e r  did--and as he d id  they  
opened f i r e  wi th  sub-machine guns, Now t h e  o t h e r  miners drew t h e i r  guns 
and t h e r e  was f i r i n g  back and f o r t h .  Many were h i t  bu t  I t h i n k  my f a t h e r  
was t h e  only one k i l l e d .  A r t  Grarnlich was s h o t  a t  l e a s t  two o r  t h r e e  
times. Vic Ghent was another  one t h a t  was shot .  Danny Mataza was t h e r e  
a t  t he  t ime, John Schneider was another .  But a f t e r  t h e  tragedy--they 
c a l l e d  i t  a r i o t - t h e  f o u r  men i n  t h e  c a r ,  t h r e e  b ro the r s  and Ray Edmonson 
were taken t o  t h e  p o l i c e  s t a t i o n  and of course they s a i d  i t  was s e l f -  
defense  and they were moved from t h i s  c i t y  ja i l  t o  another  a r e a  f o r  t h e i r  
s a fe ty .  Again, when I re turned  home and of course,  t h e  wife  t akes  t h e  
brunt  of t h e  a t t a c k .  My mother had t o  be s t rong  enough t o  p u l l  h e r s e l f  
t oge the r  and r e a r  f i v e  ch i ld ren ,  which i s  not  an  easy job t o  do. That 
d i d n ' t  end i t  though, t h e r e  was s t i l l  mine t r o u b l e  a f t e r  t h a t .  The 
Progress ive  Mine Workers were very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  my mother because of my 
f a t h e r ' s  a c t i v i t i e s  and about what information she  might have and t h e  FBI 
was very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  my mother f o r  what information she  might have 
because they  would l i k e  t o  g e t  a convic t ion  of some of t h e s e  miners f o r  
t h e  bombing of t r a i n s  and t h a t  type of th ing .  So, i t  was nothing f o r  
cars t o  sit out  i n  f r o n t  of our  house--we l i v e d  on Eas t  Cedar a t  t h e  
time-maybe one hour t h e r e  might be a f e d e r a l  c a r ,  a b i g ,  black limousine 
and another  hour,  two, t h r e e  o r  four  i n  t h e  morning, would be another  one 
s i t t i n g  t h e r e  which would be t h e  PMW. As  I s a i d  before ,  when they 
questioned my mother a t  t h e  courthouse, when they  were through she  s a i d ,  
"How am I going t o  g e t  home?'' And they s a i d ,  "You f i n d  anyway you can." 
Usually a PM of A c a r  would be s i t t i n g  o u t s i d e  t o  t ake  her .  I might 
mention t h a t  they handed h e r  a blank check and s a i d ,  "You w r i t e  t h e  
amount on i t  t h a t  you want. A l l  you have t o  do is s i g n  t h e  paper s t a t i n g  
t h a t  t h e s e  men were i n  t h e  bombing o r  your husband was i n  on th i s . "  

Q: When you say they  handed he r  a blank check, who do you mean? 

A: Well, i t  would have t o  be t h e  FBI and t h e  f e d e r a l  a u t h o r i t i e s  who 
were quest ioning her .  They were t h e  ones t h a t  wanted t h e  prosecut ion.  I 
might mention t h a t  s h e  knew nothing,  r e a l l y ,  because I t h i n k  my f a t h e r  
p r e t t y  much kept  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  himself on t h i s  and even i f  she  knew 
nothing,  i f  she  s t i l l  signed i t ,  she  could have g o t t e n  something from 
t h i s  bu t  I doubt t h a t  she  could have enjoyed it. I t h i n k  t h a t  she  would 
be marked a s  such. But, aga in  I might s t a t e  t h a t  my mother was a very 
s t r o n g  person and t h e  monetary reimbursements d i d n ' t  mean t h a t  much t o  
her .  I t h i n k  she  a l s o  had some f e e l i n g  f o r  t h e  movement, she'd have to .  
Of course,  some people d i d  cash i n  on t h i s ,  they  would ques t ion  people 
from t h e  neighborhood and then  they 'd f i n d  out  t h a t  they couldn ' t  back up 
what they were say ing ,  they  were j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  some of t h e  money, 
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too ,  from t h e  f e d e r a l  government's o f f i c e  because, j u s t  l i k e  anything 
e l s e ,  they  o f f e r  a c e r t a i n  amount of money f o r  c e r t a i n  information.  

Q: What happened t o  t h e  ch i ldren?  How were you a b l e  t o  g e t  your 
educat ion? Where did  you go t o  school? 

A: I went t o  t h e  l o c a l  pub l i c  school and I graduated and aga in  a s  I 
s t a t e d ,  my mother was such a s t rong  person and we  went t o  school.  There 
was no g e t t i n g  out  of school  un le s s  you were s i c k  and s tayed i n  bed. She 
d i d n ' t  h e s i t a t e  i n  using a s t i c k  and she  c o n t r o l l e d  us  f a r i l y  wel l .  I 
graduated from Isles and from t h e r e  I graduated and entered  t h e  s e r v i c e  
a t  t h r e e  years  and then  took my c o l l e g e  t r a i n i n g  on t h e  G . I .  B i l l  which I 
t h i n k  many d id  a f t e r  t h e  s e rv i ce .  

Q: How many of your b ro the r s  and s i s t e r s  a r e  c o l l e g e  graduates?  

A: I have another  b r o t h e r  who i s  a co l l ege  graduate .  I have another  
s i s t e r  who is  a s t a t e  worker and she  graduated from high school  and then  
went t o  work f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  I have another  s i s t e r  who i s  a h igh  school  
graduate  who works a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  I have another  b ro the r  who d id  not  
graduate  from high school  bu t  who works f o r  a l o c a l  manufacturing 
concern. I might mention t h a t  he  has a l l  t h e  money. ( l augh te r )  

Q: I r e a l l y  asked t h i s  ques t ion  because th inking  back t o  how s t rong  your 
mother w a s  and what an  i n c e n t i v e  she  was, as merely wanting t o  po in t  ou t  
t o  t hese  boys and g i r l s  f o r  whom we a r e  doing t h i s  i n t e rv i ew,  t h a t  
educat ion was t h e  key t o  success .  

A: Right.  O f  course ,  you've go t  t o  have something t o  he lp  you along. 
While i n  t h e  navy, I had a chance t o  s e e  what educat ion could do f o r  a 
person and I found out  t h a t  w a s  p o s s i b l e  even though I was from an a r e a  
where educat ion w a s  he re  f o r  me,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t ake  r e a l  advantage of 
it. I ' d  never thought t oo  much about co l l ege  u n t i l  one of t h e  o f f i c e r s  
mentioned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  I could o b t a i n  an educat ion and then  I s t a r t e d  
th inking  s e r i o u s l y  about it. 

Q: M r .  Mabie, wi th  a l l  of your background i n  mining, and I know t h a t  you 
a r e  a s o c i a l  s t u d i e s  t eache r ,  when you a r e  teaching about coa l  mining, do 
you f e e l  any of t h i s  f e e l i n g  of ha t r ed  coming through? 

A: I d id  be fo re  I go t  i n t o  t h e  s t u d i e s  a l i t t l e  b i t  more and I found 
t h a t  maybe t h e  PM of A movement wasn't q u i t e  what I be l ieved  i t  was as a 
ch i ld .  In  o t h e r  words, they were wrong, too ,  a s  much as t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
bu t  even now if you t e l l  some of t h e  organizers  t h a t ,  maybe my f a t h e r  
would t u r n  over i n  h i s  grave, I don* t know. When I s t a r t e d  g e t t i n g  a 
l i t t l e  b i t  more educa t ion  on t h e  problem, i t  was r e a l l y  g r e a t e r  than  t h e  
movement r e a l l y  w a s  a t  t h a t  time. I know i t ' s  hard t o  fo l low t h a t  but  
t h a t ' s  t h a t  way I kind of f e e l  about i t  and y e t  I can s t i l l  f e e l  t h i s  
resentment come back because i t  was implanted when I was very young. But 
y e t ,  I can r e c a l l  my f a t h e r  saying how t h i s  UMW man was a p r e t t y  good man 
s o  I got  t h e  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  wasn't a ha t r ed  f o r  t h e  UMW but  maybe f o r  
some of t h e  men i n  t h e  movement and what they s tood f o r  and what they 
could g e t  ou t  of t h e  movement maybe. I remember one Harry Young, who 
l i v e s  on South Grand now, and he worked i n  t h e  Woodside Mine o r  i n  t h e  
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Capi to l  Mine over on Cap i to l  S t r e e t .  And he s a i d ,  "Now t h i s  f e l l ow i s  a 
n i c e  guy, h e ' s  got  a family and h e ' s  working f o r  t h i s  reason." Now he re  
he  tells me t h i s  UMW man w a s  a good person and y e t  he  would have m e  go up 
t o  t h e  s t e p s  of t h e  t ave rn  and shout  obscene names i n t o  t h e  t ave rn  and 
c a l l  t h e  o t h e r  ones "Dir ty Scabbies!" Now, t o  me it  d i d n ' t  make much 
sense  a t  t h a t  t i m e  bu t  I wasn't questioned. These were t h e  crooks and 
t h e  bad guys and t h a t ' s  what I c a l l e d  them. 

Q: M r .  Mabie, I t h i n k  I ' l l  j u s t  l e t  you t e l l  t h e  r e s t  of t h e  s t o r y  about 
your f a t h e r  t h e  way t h a t  you would l i k e  t o  do it. 

A: Well, maybe f i r s t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  a sk  j u s t  a few provocat ive quest ions.  
I don ' t  know--it's s o r t  of d i f f i c u l t .  I have t r i e d  t o  reason t h e  labor  
chaos between t h e  UMW and t h e  PMA and of course  many ques t ions  went 
unanswered. Some of t h e  questons: why would men who were f r i e n d s  one 
day become deadly enemies t h e  next?  I can remember my f a t h e r  tak ing  me 
t o  t h e  UMW hall--1 guess  I was s i x  o r  seven and I ' d  j u s t  had a t oo th  
pulled--and some of t h e  men I remember gave me n i c k e l s  and dimes and 
q u a r t e r s  and these  same men t h a t  gave m e  t h e  n i c k e l s  and dimes, i t  wasn't  
very s h o r t l y  a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  they were enemies. I ' m  t h ink ing  of one--Ray 
Edmonson--who was t h e  United Mine Worker p re s iden t  f o r  t h e  s t a t e  of 
I l l i n o i s  who was a very  good f r i e n d  of my f a t h e r ' s  and by t h e  way, who 
was i n  t h e  car when my f a t h e r  w a s  s h o t  down. O f  course,  t h e r e  aga in ,  why 
would a g r e a t  l abo r  l eade r  l i k e  John Lewis become a hated name i n  our  
family and a l s o  by t h e  PMW because he w a s  a g r e a t  l e a d e r  i n  t h e  union 
movement. I might a s k  t h i s  quest ion:  why were ex-convicts i n  t h e  l abo r  
movement? Again, h e r e  wi th  Ray Edmonson i n  t h e  c a r  were two ex-convicts 
who were b ro the r s  who opened f i r e  t h a t  Eas te r  morning and k i l l e d  my 
f a t h e r  and wounded many o t h e r  people. 

Q: M r .  Mabie, do you t h i n k  t h i s  c a r  was t h e r e  a t  t h e  curb j u s t  watching 
t h e  mine l e a d e r s  go i n  and out  of t h e  h a l l ,  o r  do you t h i n k  they were 
a c t u a l l y  wai t ing  f o r  your f a t h e r  and t h e  o t h e r  o rgan ize r s  t o  k i l l  them? 

A: Well, I t h i n k  some were by acc iden t ,  bu t  I can remember my f a t h e r  
t e l l i n g  m e  one evening--I t h ink  he'd had one o r  two beers--but he wasn't 
under t h e  influence--and he mentioned t h e  f a c t  t o  m e  t h a t  he was going t o  
r e l y  on me s i n c e  I was t h e  o l d e s t  boy i n  t h e  family t o  t ake  c a r e  of my 
mother because h e  kind of f e l t  uncomfortable i n  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  he was i n .  
H e  thought h i s  t ime was numbered. Of course  I, as a k id ,  t r i e d  t o  shake 
i t  of f  and t a l k  about something e l s e  but  he wouldn't l i s t e n  t o  it. He 
s a i d ,  "Listen t o  me. I ' m  t a l k i n g  t o  you." I don' t know whether i t  was 
premeditated out  and ou t ,  i t ' s  hard t o  say but  h e r e  they were d r iv ing  
p a s t  the PMH headquar te rs  on Eas te r  morning s e r v i c e s ,  where they were 
having Eas t e r  morning s e r v i c e s ,  and t h e r e  they a r e  wi th  tommy guns i n  t h e  
car--it  seems kind of s t r a n g e  t h a t  they j u s t  happened by. And of course,  
I can r e c a l l  t h a t  some of t h e  men spot ted  them and my f a t h e r  r an  towards 
t h a t  c a r  and of course ,  that's when he  was sho t  down. I don' t  know 
whether he  had a gun o r  no t ,  of course  t h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  They sa id  
t h a t  t h e s e  men s h o t  i n  self-defense but  who opened f i r e  f i r s t ,  t h e r e  
aga in ,  I don ' t  know. O f  course,  t h e s e  ques t ions  w i l l  come up and I don ' t  
know i f  t h e y ' l l  ever  be answered. I might even ask  why a s  I now i n  t h e  
company of pas t  UMM a f f i l i a t e s ?  Some of t h e  f e d e r a l  government, t h e i r  
f a t h e r s  were i n  t h e  UMW and I s t i l l  have t h a t  f e e l i n g  of t h i s  PMWA 
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a f f i l i a t i o n  t h a t  t h i s  is  something t h a t  you belong t o  and t h e  UMW were 
t h e  bad guys. Of course,  I can reason t h i s  out  now and I know t h a t  i t ' s  
s i l l y  but  y e t  t h e r e ' s  a l i t t l e  twinge there .  Well, I know what happened 
no t  too  long ago. I o f f i c i a t e d  a few games i n  an  a r e a  where t h e  PMW i s  
very  s t rong  and t h i s  is some t h i r t y  years  later and I would s t o p  by one 
of t h e  l o c a l  t ave rns  and have a beer  a f t e r  t h e  game and I ' d  run i n t o  some 
of t hese  o ld  miners t h a t  remembered my f a t h e r  and they'd say,  "Are you Ed 
Mabie's son?" And I ' d  say ,  "Yes." And they'd say ,  "I remember your 
f a t h e r  w e l l .  H e  was a r e a l  person. If you 're  j u s t  h a l f  t h e  man your 
f a t h e r  w a s ,  y o u ' l l  be one h e l l  of a person." I ques t ion  myself a s  t o  
what he means by t h i s ,  character-wise,  t h a t  he had g u t s  t o  s tand  up t o  
another  man? It's hard t o  say, according t o  what you put  mascul in i ty  on, 
I guess. My f a t h e r ' s  devot ion t o  t h e  labor ing  cause, of course,  was kind 
of hard t o  understand. Usually you t h i n k  t h e  family would come f i r s t .  
H e  was a good worker and he provided f o r  t h e  family and he was good t o  my 
mother and he w a s  good t o  u s  k ids  and of course,  he w a s  f a i r l y  s t r i c t - - i t  
was a way of l i f e  then. But I was wondering, was t h i s  cause so  g r e a t  
t h a t  t h e  family came second? I ' v e  wondered about t h i s .  He had a chance 
t o  t ake  a job on t h e  f i r e  department or t h e  p o l i c e  department and g e t  out  
of t h a t  movement but  he wouldn't and I'm j u s t  wondering i f  t h i s  came 
maybe a personal  vende t t a  wi th  him aga ins t  some of h i s  personal  f r i e n d s  
and cohor t s  because many of h i s  f r i e n d s ,  of course ,  were k i l l e d .  

Q: Can you name some of t h e  f r i e n d s  t h a t  were k i l l e d ?  

A: I can remember Glenn Stufflebeam. He w a s  wi th  Danny McGill when they 
were s h o t  out  on 66. Of course,  t h a t  was a l i t t l e  a f t e r  my f a t h e r  was 
k i l l e d .  Then of course ,  Vic Ghent w a s  sho t ,  I th ink  t h a t  was near  t h e  
PMA headquar te rs  a t  another  time. A r t  Gramlich, I t h i n k  I mentioned him. 
This  is  just a few of t h e  names. O f  course  you have t o  go back 
t h i r t y - f i v e  years  t o  hunt them out .  I always wondered, too ,  wi th  
r e f e rence  t o  t h i s ,  once my f a t h e r  was i n  t h i s  movement, could he have 
g o t t e n  out  because I t h i n k  t h e r e  was s o r t  of a closed s i t u a t i o n  a t  t h a t  
time. 

Q: M r .  Mabie, can you go back and t e l l  m e  what happened a f t e r  your 
f a t h e r  w a s  k i l l e d  because I understand t h a t  they  were taken t o  t h e  
h o s p i t a l  and some of t h e  people were not  dead t h a t  were loaded i n t o  t h e  
wagon. 

A: I t h i n k  t h e  one t h a t  was most s e r i o u s l y  wounded was A r t .  Gramlich. 
My f a t h e r  was k i l l e d ,  of course.  I r e c a l l  from people t e l l i n g  me t h a t  
they gave him my f a t h e r  and they s a i d  h e  was dead and they s a i d ,  "Get t h e  
o t h e r  people t o  t h e  hospi ta l . "  That ' s  about a l l  I know with r e f e rence  t o  
t h a t .  Then of course ,  I t h i n k  I d id  mention t h a t  when I came home--I was 
j u s t  hunt ing  Eas t e r  eggs i n  Washington Park--and I saw a crowd of c a r s  a t  
t h e  house and my s i s t e r  t o l d  m e  t h a t  my father had been k i l l e d .  My 
mother w a s  j u s t  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  rocking c h a i r  and she  was s o r t  of i n  a 
s t a t e  of shock. There were f i v e  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  family and t h e  PMA s o r t  
of helped us  along through t h e s e  t i m e s  bu t  I can r e c a l l  t h e  f u n e r a l  
f a i r l y  wel l .  I know t h a t  t h e r e  were q u i t e  a congregat ion of labor ing  
people here.  I wouldn't say  f o r  s u r e  but  I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  second 
l a r g e s t  f u n e r a l ,  whether i n  t h e  s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s  bu t  I know i t  was i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  because I t h i n k  over 12,000 t o  15,000 people assembled and 
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of course,  they had t h e  r egu la r  f l o a t s  and t h e  banners f o r  t h e  
a u x i l i a r i e s  and I t h i n k  t h e r e  were out  of s t a t e  a u x i l i a r i e s  h e r e  f o r  t h e  
f u n e r a l  when they paraded t o  the cemetery a t  Oak Ridge. O f  course,  i t ' s  
p r e t t y  hard t o  f o r g e t  those. On Eas t e r ,  Sunday morning f o r  many years  
they would have memorial s e r v i c e s  f o r  many of t h e  men t h a t  were k i l l e d  i n  
t h e  movement. I don' t  know. There's a few o t h e r  ques t ions  with 
r e f e rence  t o  t h e  movement and of course,  I can commend my f a t h e r  
p o l i t i c a l l y ,  I remember he  always backed t h e  S o c i a l i s t  movement. O f  
course  most of t h e  union members, Norman Thomas, Lemke, I can remember 
those  more liberal-minded people and I can see why he would, most of t h e  
working men a t  t h i s  t ime being out  and through t h e  depress ion  and going 
back i n t o  h i s t o r y ,  i n  t h e  Communist movement, i n  r e f e rence  t o  t h e  United 
S t a t e s ,  were very  s t rong  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930s he re ,  before i t  was outlawed 
and of course,  i t ' s  back i n  aga in  now. I can see why t h e  union man would 
back some of t h e s e  people because of t h e  l i b e r a l  laws they  wanted t o  pass  
i n  r e f e rence  t o  t h e  working man. 

Q: Thank you M r .  Mabie. 

End of Tape 


