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PREFACE 

This  manuscript is t h e  product of a tape-recorded in te rv iew conducted by 
Jane  E. Knepler f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  on J u l y  12,  1975. Jane  E. 
Knepler t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t ape  and e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Lloyd Loving 
reviewed the  t r a n s c r i p t .  

This is one of a s e r i e s  of tapes  made on a p r o j e c t  about t h e  bu i ld ing  and 
t e s t i n g  of t h e  Bates Experimental Road. The I l l i n o i s  L e g i s l a t u r e  approved 
t h i s  road be fo re  t he  United S t a t e s  became involved i n  World War I, b u t  t h e  
a c t u a l  road cons t ruc t ion  d i d  no t  begin u n t i l  t h e  w a r  ended. Construct ion 
took p l ace  dur ing  two summers, and t e s t i n g  l a s t e d  u n t i l  l a t e  i n  1922. 
Delegat ions from o t h e r  s t a t e s  and f o r e i g n  na t ions  o f t e n  v i s i t e d  t h i s  s i t e .  
Data recorded during t e s t i n g  was used i n  determining ma te r i a l s  f o r  hardroad 
cons t ruc t ion ,  no t  only i n  T l l i n o i s  b u t  nationwide and worldwide. It has 
been overlooked f o r  a long time a s  an  important chapter  i n  highway cons t ruc t ion .  

Lloyd Loving w a s  born on a farm nea r  Loami, I l l i n o i s ,  December 12 ,  1903. 
He l i v e d  most of h i s  e a r l y  l i f e  on a farm the re .  H e  graduated from Waverly 
High School i n  1922. 

During t h e  summer of 1922, M r .  Loving worked on the  t e s t i n g  of t h e  Bates 
Experimental Road. H e  then  a t tended  t h e  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s  f o r  two yea r s ,  
majoring i n  e l e c t r i c a l  engineering.  

For a s h o r t  t ime, M r .  Loving worked a t  American Radiator  and P i l l s b u r y  M i l l s  
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  be fo re  he s t a r t e d  farming near Loami. H e  r e t i r e d  from farming 
i n  1969 and moved t o  New Ber l in ,  T l l i n o i s .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a t r a n s c r i p t  
of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in te rv iewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and e d i t o r  sought t o  
preserve  the  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  
sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  the f a c t u a l  accuracy 
of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed the re in ;  t h e s e  a r e  for t h e  reader  t o  
judge . 
The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be reproduced 
i n  whole o r  i n  part by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, without  permission 
i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
I l l i n o i e ,  62708. 



~ l o y d  Loving, Ju ly  12, 1975, New Berl in,  I l l i n o i s .  

Jane Knepler, Interviewer. 

Q. M r .  Loving, a t  what.time did  you work on the  Bates Experimental 
Road? 

A. I n  t h e  summer of 1922. 

Q. And would you t e l l  me  something about how you happened t o  go t o  
work the re  and what you were doing? 

A. Well, I intended t o  go t o  college.  And I wanted some money, e x t r a  
money a t  l e a s t ,  and I just: ca l l ed  up the re  t o  the  foreman of t h e  road, 
and he s a i d ,  "~es , "  t h a t  he'd be glad t o  put m e  on. Then he put me t o  
work the  next n ight  a f t e r  I ca l l ed ,  and I worked from six o'clock i n  
the  evening u n t i l  about, w e l l ,  I put i n  e igh t  hours, I guess about two 
o'clock i n  t h e  morning. And, f i l l i n g  holes along t h e  road. The road 
was about ha l f  worn out when I s t a r t e d  and they had taken off  nearly a 
m i l e  on the  w e s t  end t h a t  they d idn ' t  run t h e  t rucks  over. But a s  the  
t rucks  went over t h i s  road, they'd squash out  the  rock and i t  was my 
job t o  f i l l  i n  t h e  holes. And I would have a strip about, I would 
say,  two blocks long. And by the  t i m e  I walked t h a t  d is tance  and 
f i l l e d  t h e  holes i n  the re ,  they would be squashed out a t  the  o ther  end. 
And I did  t h a t  f o r  about th ree  n igh t s ,  and t h e  four th  n ight  t h a t  I went 
t o  work he s a i d ,  "You got a t ruck tonight." He j u s t  t o l d  me t o  go down 
and get  i n  the  truck,  then take  o f f .  And I asked f o r  somebody t o  show 
me how and he s a i d ,  "Well, you ' l l  soon learn."  I did.  And t h e  truck 
d idn ' t  have a cab on it. I remember i t  had a windshield. The t i r e s  
were s o l i d  tires, s o l i d  rubber. Loaded with br ick ,  I expect the re  was 
four,  f i v e , f i v e  tons of b r i ck  on i t ,  I bel ieve .  And I j u s t  drove back 
and f o r t h ,  back and fo r th .  Unt i l  maybe, I 'd  have a tu rn  around down 
a t  the  end. And they had boards, board f l o o r  t h a t  went down i n  the  
d i t c h  and I ' d  d r ive  down in  the re  and back up and tu rn  around and go 
back. And at east end down a t  t h e  Farmingdale Raad, they had a good 
tu rn  around the re ,  mighty easy t o  tu rn  on, but  then t h a t  turn around 
they'd have j u s t  on the-road a t  the  w e s t  end would be p r e t t y  hard 
sometimes. A l o r  of fellows got s tuck i n  i t ,  but I happened t o  be 
lucky enough not to .  And then maybe the  next n ight  I ' d  go back, 
they'd have a d i f f e r e n t  tu rn  around. The road would be so bad down 
fu r the r  t h a t  the tu rn  around may be a l i t t l e  shor te r  distance.  And I 
th ink I worked f o r ,  u n t i l  about the  f i r s t  of September. And I s t a r t e d  
somewhere around the  f i r s t  of July.  About two months. And I went t o  
school the re  . . . 
Q. And where d id  you go t o  school? 

A. University of I l l i n o i s .  
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Q. Did you have any experiences while you were dr iv ing,  were there  
any accidents  o r  anything of t h a t  s o r t ?  

A. No, there  wasn't any accidents .  Lots of t rucks  would break down 
on the  road and they'd have t o  p u l l  them off  or  something. I was 
for tunate  enough t h a t  they, my t ruck run good a l l  the  time, d idn ' t  
have any trouble.  

Q. Did you d r ive  the  same t ruck every n igh t?  

A. Yes, I .d id ,  i t  was number s i x .  

Q. Do you know how many trucks they had t e s t i n g ?  

A. Well, a t  t h a t  time I th ink they must, the re  was about f i f t e e n ,  a t  
t h a t  time. Some of them had been broken down before a t  one, when they 
f i r s t  s t a r t e d  on t h i s ,  they had more trucks than t h a t .  And they run 
them c lose r  together. You're supposed t o  s t a y  so  far  apar t ,  maybe not 
more than two hundred f e e t  of t h e  truck i n  f ron t  of you. And, s o  many 
of them were broken down a t  the  time I s t a r t e d ,  I don't  th ink the re  was 
over f f f t e e n  l e f t .  

Q. How long was t h e  o r i g i n a l  experimental ~ o a d ?  

A. Two m i l e s .  

Q. And i t  extended from, you s a i d  . . . 
A. From Bates-down t o  the  Farmingdale Road. That 's a m i l e  t h i s  s i d e  
of Curran. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  the  building of t h e  road? 

A. Not much. I j u s t  know t h a t  I heard my brother t a l k  about i t .  He 
had two teams working on the re  t o  grade the  road up and get i t  i n  shape 
t o  put t h e  new, the experimental p a r t  down. I know they hauled, I think 
they unloaded the  b r i ck  and sand and gravel  and cement a t  Bates. And 
then they hauled i t  with,  they had some small trucks,  they hauled t h a t  
in .  Along with wagons, too. They used wagone and teams t o  haul  t h a t  
down the road. And mixed it by hand. They, most of i t ,  although they 
had some kind of a small mixer the re ,  I understand t o  mix cement with. 
Some of i t  was j u s t  s o l i d  br ick  and the  br icks  were d i f f e r e n t  s i zes .  
They had bricks t h a t  weighed a s  high as eleven pounds a piece. And they 
had the  small br ick .  They changed, because I remember, the  mixture 
every one hundred f e e t .  And t h a t ,  t o  test what kind held up the  longest .  

Q. Were they t e s t i n g  d i f f e r e n t  kinds of b r i ck  roads as wel l  as d i f f e r e n t  
kinds of concrete? 

A. That 's r i g h t .  

Q. If they were about one hundred f e e t  then they were approximately 
one hundred d i f f e r e n t  groups? 
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A. Yes. A rider of groups. Q u i t e  a number, I don' t  know exact ly  
how many d i f f e r e n t  kinds of road t h e r e  was, but  the re  was a l o t  of 
them, I know t h a t .  Had them marked with a pole or  a stake. That 
s t ake  had a nu&er on it. And they could go by t h e i r  book, what 
kind of road t h a t  was i n  t h a t  mixture. 

Q. You l ived  around Loami a t  t h a t  time, is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. What were the  reac t ions  of the  people about the  bui ld ing of the  
iSxperimsnta1 foad? 

A. Well, i t ,  about the  same r eac t ion  as the re  is nowadays, spending 
so  much money t h e r e  foo l i sh ly ,  they thought. F e l t  t h a t  way. 

Q. Do you th ink a s  the  t e s t i n g  went on, they s t i l l  considered it a 
foo l i sh  venture? 

A.  Well, yes, I th ink they did.  Because no one rea l i zed  a t  the  time 
t h a t  i n  f i f t y  years  there 'd  be a s  many hard roads i n  the  country a s  
there  is ,  and I th ink they thought t h a t  was a l o t  of money t o  spend 
t e s t i n g .  And then tu rn  around and wear i t  out dr iv ing t rucks  back 
and f o r t h .  That seemed t o  be the  most foo l i sh  th ing,  wearing i t  out. 

Q. Do you know how long they continued the  t e s t i n g  a f t e r  you stopped 
working? 

A.  I th ink i t  stopped before Christmas t h a t  year.  It wasn't long 
a f t e r  t h a t  t h a t  they stopped t e s t i n g ,  because the  road was almost 
worn out when I qu i t .  That was, i t  was r e a l  hard t o  d r ive  back and 
f o r t h  over; you bounced up and down over rough spots and not very 
much of i t  l e f t  when I l e f t .  

Q. When you s t a r t e d  working, you s a i d  about a m i l e  had already been 
worn out? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Wow long do you th ink they had been t e s t i n g  before  you s t a r t e d  
on the t e s t i n g ?  

A.  I can ' t  r e a l l y  answer t h a t  quest ion,  but  I would say i t  had been 
running a t  l e a s t  a year of day and n ight  driving.  Of course, i f  i t  
was ra in ing  they d idn ' t  go too long. Light  r a i n ,  why you j u s t  kept 
on driving.  But if i t  got t o  r a in ing  hard, they'd l ay  you off  f o r  - 

t he  night o r  mybe u n t i l  i t  c leared  up. 

Q. How was t he  right-of-way l igh ted ,  or  d id  you depend on t ruck 
l i g h t s ?  

A. They had some kind of a l i g h t i n g  system, and I can ' t  remember : 
r e a l l y  what kind i t  was. It w a s  a l i g h t  every, oh, maybe, two o r  
th ree  blocks. It wasn't too b r i g h t  a l i g h t .  You'd s o r t  of go a 
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l o t  i n  t h e  dark,  because I don' t  remember of t h e  trucks having l i g h t s  
on. I c a n ' t  remember of a 1igh.t  be ing  on t h e  t ruck .  I know i t  w a s  
r a t h e r  dim when you was d r i v i n g  a long  t h e  road. You had t o  be  very 
c a r e f u l  and s t a y  awake, because i n  pass ing  t h e  o the r  t rucks  you had 
t o  be  very c a r e f u l  of it. 

Q. They weren ' t  us ing  high speeds a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Oh, no. 

Q. Do you know about what you t r ave l ed?  

A. Oh, we d i d n ' t  run more than,  I ' d  say ,  twenty m i l e s  an hour t o  
twenty-five, something l i k e  t h a t .  The t r u c k  wouldn't run very f a s t ,  
bu t  they  had l o t s  of power. 

Q. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  b u i l d i n g  of t h e  road h e r e  t h a t  we c a l l  Route 36 
now? 

A. Well, some of i t ,  yes.  I w a s ,  I guess, away from home when some of 
t h a t  was b u i l t .  I s a i d  t h e  o the r  day I thought t h a t  they  had a l i t t l e  
t r a c k  t h a t  run down t o  t h i s  Experimental Road, but t h a t  wasn ' t  t r u e .  
They had t h e  t r a c k  when they b u i l t  36, b u t  they d i d n ' t  have t h e  t r a c k  
when they had t h e  experimental soad. They j u s t  unloaded t h e r e  i n  Bates  
then. But when they  b u i l t  36, I t h i n k  they b u i l t  t h a t  l i t t l e  t r a c k  
t h a t  run down, and people hauled a l o t  of it  on t h a t .  

Q. They hauled t h e  dry  m a t e r i a l s  ou t  from New Ber l in  by t h e  r a i l r o a d .  
Is that r i g h t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. How d id  they g e t  t h e  water  t o  mix t h e  concre te?  

A. I don' t  know. 

Q. You s a i d  you c a l l e d  t h e  foreman and you were pu t  t o  work. Were 
t h e r e  q u i t e  a few people from Loami working on t h e  road? 

A. Not very many a t  t h a t  time. I don ' t  know where most of t h e  men 
came from, unless  i f  was Spr ing f i e ld ,  because t h e r e  was very few 
people on t h e r e  t h a t  I knew from around here .  

Q. When your b ro the r  had teams working on t h e  road,  d i d  he employ t h e  
d r i v e r  o r  d i d  he  l e a s e  t h e  teams t o  a con t r ac to r?  O r  do you have any 
i d e a  how t h a t  arrangement was made? 

A. I t h i n k  he l ea sed  t h e  team t o  t h e  con t r ac to r .  I don' t  t h i n k  he 
d id  any work h imsel f ,  bu t  he had t h e  e x t r a  horses  and j u s t  l ea sed  them 
t o  t h e ,  perhaps t o  t h e  man t h a t  drove t h e  team, and then  he d e a l t  wi th  
t h e  c o n t r a c t o r  as f a r  as t h e  s a l a r y  was concerned. 

Q. Did they  have any o the r  way of grading,  o r  d id  they use  completely 
horsepower? 
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A. Well, they had, I th ink ,  a few t rucks ,  small t rucks  running. 
But i t  was a l l  horseppnzr-.  i n  t h e  grading p a r t .  Yes. 

Q. Did they b u i l d  t h a t  road up very  h igh?  

A. No, i t  wasn ' t  very high.  It was f a i r l y  l e v e l  w i th  t h e  count rys ide  
the re .  I know where you turned around wi th  t h e  t ruck ,  t h e r e  was very 
l i t t l e  d i t c h  t h e r e  t h a t  you went down i n .  

Q. Do you have any i d e a  of t h e  reason f o r  choosing t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  
spo t  t o  b u i l d  an experimental  road? 

A. No, I don ' t .  I don ' t  know of any reason why they chose t h a t  
p a r t i c u l a r  p lace .  One t h i n g  might be i t  w a s  l e v e l  a l l  t h e  way through 
the re .  There was no ups and downs i n  it a t  a l l .  It was p a r t l y  l e v e l  
c l e a r  through t h e  l i n e .  

Q. Did i t  fol low an  e x i s t i n g  roadway when i t  was b u i l t ,  o r  was i t  a 
new raad? 

A. Well, I t h i n k  it was a new road r e a l l y .  I ' m  p r e t t y  su re .  

Q .  So, i t s  b u i l d i n g  would no t  inconvenience people a long  t h e  r igh t -  
o £-way? 

A.  No. 

Q. Did t h e  t rucks  make a l o t  of no i se?  

A. No, they d i d n ' t .  They d i d n ' t  make too  much noise .  There w a s  j u s t  
q u i t e  a l i t t l e  n o i s e  i n  t h e  bouncing of i t*  The sp r ings  weren't  much 
on i t ,  and i t  was j u s t  l i k e  r i d i n g  i n  a lumber wagon. But as f a r  as 
making n o i s e  w a s  concerned, I don ' t  b e l i e v e  it was. The motors d i d n ' t  
make much noise .  

Q. Did you cons ider  i t  more work t o  d r i v e  the t r u c k  o r  t o  handle t h e  
shovel?  

A. Well, i t  w a s  more work handl ing  t h e  shovel ,  because I remember t h a t  
they  kept  p r e t t y  c l o s e  watch on t h e  fe l lows  working on t h e  road t o  see 
t h a t  they d i d n ' t  k i l l  any time, t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  go t o  s l e e p  o r  something. 
( laughs)  They watched them p r e t t y  c lo se .  

Q. You don ' t  recall what they  were paying f o r  l abo r  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Well, I t h i n k  t h a t  I got  t h i r t y - f i v e  c e n t s  an hour. A s  I remember, 
yes .  

Q. Was t h a t  considered a p r e t t y  good wage a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Yea, I t h i n k  it w a s ,  because I worked a t  the American Radiator  about 
t h r e e  yea r s  a f t e r  t h a t  and got f o r t y  c e n t s  an  hour ,  t h e  year  w e  were 
married. So, I t h i n k  t h a t  was a p r e t t y  f a i r  wage a t  t h a t  t ime, yes .  
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Q. Do you f e e l  now t h a t  you took p a r t  i n  an important experiment i n  
road bui ld ing?  

A. Well, yes, I do, because I th ink  they probably learned a l o t  from 
t h a t  experiment the re ,  when they b u i l t  o ther  roads. And I th ink people 
from a l l  over the  United S t a t e s  came i n  the re  t o  look a t  t h a t  road t o  
see  what happened, the  d i f f e r e n t  ma te r i a l s  t h a t  they used, and s o  and so. 

Q. You th ink it had an impact beyond the  borders of I l l i n o i s  then? 

A. Oh, yes, very much. 

Q. How do you f e e l  about l i v i n g  i n  Central  I l l i n o i s ?  I n  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
ins tance ,  I l l i n o i s  b u i l t  an experimental road and o ther  sta tes  patterned 
a f t e r  it. Do you th ink t h a t  i n  any o ther  r e spec t s  I l l i n o i s  has set a 
pa t  t e r n ?  

A. Well, yes,  I th ink t h a t  I l l i n o i s  has s e t  a p a t t e r n  i n  farming. And 
soybeans, I th ink,  has been one of the  b i g  gra in ,  o r  t h e  most important 
gra in  t h a t  has been ra i sed  i n  I l l i n o i s ;  and they've made more progress 
with t he  soybean than most any o the r  p a r t  of the  country. 

Q. Do you consider t h i s  an innovative p a r t  of the  United S ta tes?  

A. Yes, i t 's  a very important p a r t ,  I th ink,  t o  me. 

Q. A s  you look back, you don' t  consider yourselves i n  t h i s  p a r t  of the  
country then j u s t  p l a i n  farmers and s o r t  of back-country people? 

A. No, I th ink  t h a t  the  progress t h a t  t h e  farmer has made here  has made 
the  farmer a p a r t  of the  c i t y .  Really, t h e  c i t y  people and the  farm 
people have come c lose r  together  i n  I l l i n o i s  than they have i n  many p a r t s  
of the  country. 

Q. When you went t o  the  Universi ty of I l l i n o i s ,  what did you study? 

A. I started i n  e l e c t r i c a l  engineering. 

Q. Did you s t a y  i n  t h a t  f i e l d ?  

A. Yes. I had two years i n  t h a t  f i e l d .  Of course, t h a t ' s  only the  
bas ic  p a r t  of it. That 's  not  the  r e a l ,  t h a t ' s  j u s t  the  mathematics. 
And t h a t ' s  about a l l  t h a t  I f in ished in .  

Q. You didn ' t  work i n  the  school  of a g r i c u l t u r e  a t  a l l ?  

A.  No. 

Q. Did you use t h a t  e l e c t r i c a l  engineering, o r  d id  you re tu rn  t o  
ag r i cu l tu re?  

A.  Took a r e t u r n  t o  ag r i cu l tu re .  
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  anyone e l s e  who worked on t h e  road a t  the  time you 
were working the re  o r  who worked the re  before? 

A.  Well, 1 don' t  r e c a l l  anyone t h a t ' s  a l i v e  now t h a t  worked the re ,  
except George Marr. And he ' s  t o l d  m e  about it since.  I didn ' t  know 
him then. But s ince  he ' s  t o l d  m e  t h a t  he s t a r t e d  when the  road s t a r t e d  
and helped t o  mix the  mater ia ls  and wheel them down the re  i n  a wheel- 
barrow and so  on. 

Q. They a c t u a l l y  took them i n  a wheelbarrow and dumped them i n  these  
places? 

A. That 's  r i g h t .  

Q. That's even a l i t t l e  l e s s  than h o r s e p ~ w r ?  

A. Yes, t h a t  is. But t h a t  i s  about the  only way you can handle cement, 
you know, when you d idn ' t  have t h e  trucks l i k e  we have today. That 's 
the  only way they handled i t  then was i n  wheelbarrows. 

Q. Do you remember when they s t a r t e d  having ready-mix trucks t o  br ing 
out concrete? 

A. No, I couldn't  say rea l ly .  It hasn ' t  been too long though, I don't  
bel ieve.  

Q. They weren't  using those when they built: the  highway 36 here? 

A. I don' t  th ink so ,  no. I don't  th ink they had anything l i k e  t h a t  then. 

Q. Did you make any new fr iends  while you were working on t h e  road? 

A. Well, j u s t  t h e  engineer a t  t h a t  time. He was very f r i end ly  with m e .  
~ e ' s  the  one t h a t ,  when he found out t h a t  I was going t o  the  University 
of I l l i n o i s  why r i g h t  away he n o t i f i e d  h i s  f r a t e r n i t y ,  and they were 
the re  t o  greet  m e  a few days a f t e r  I arr ived.  I was invited over t o  
t h e i r  house f o r  dinner two or  th ree  t i m e s .  

Q. What f r a t e r n i t y  was t h a t ?  

A. Sigma Chi. 

Q. Did you j o i n  the  f r a t e r n i t y ?  

A. No. I joined a f r a t e r n i t y ,  but not  t h a t  one. 

Q. Did you l i v e  i n  a f r a t e r n i t y  house when you were . . . 
A. The second year I was the re  I did.  

Q. Where did  you l i v e  the  f i r s t  year you were there?  

A. Lived on I l l i n o i s  S t r e e t ,  East I l l i n o i s ,  I bel ieve  it was. West 
I l l i n o i s  over i n  Urbana, about s i x  or  seven blocks from the  campus. 
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Q. Was t h i s  a p r i v a t e  home? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you g e t  room and board? 

A. No, j u s t  a room. And I worked a t  t h e  Dew Drop Inn f o r  my meals. 
I d i d n ' t  g e t  my meals. ?dad t o  f i r e  t h e  furnace  f o r  Mr: Lloyd Morey, 
who was*fhe comptrol ler  a t  t h a t  time, and he  l a t e r  on w a s ,  took t h e  
p r e s i d e n w  of the un ive r s i t y .  H e  was one o r  two years ,  I don ' t  
remember why, whether t h i ,  o t h e r  one d ied  o r  left something l i k e  t h a t .  
H e  w a s  t h e  c o l l e g e  p re s iden t .  

Q. You made most of your l i v i n g  wh i l e  you were t h e r e ?  

A.  Yes. 

Q. You s a i d  you were making some money t o  have e x t r a  money whi le  you 
were a t  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y .  Did you use  t h i s  f o r  t u i t i o n  o r  j u s t  f o r  
i n c i d e n t a l  expenses? 

A. Well, I used i t  f o r  t u i t i o n  i f  no th ing  else. My f o l k s  gave me  
what money I needed and had t o  have. 

Q. Why d i d  you dec ide  t o  d iscont inue  going t o  t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  and come 
back t o  t h e  farm? 

A. Well, because I d i d n ' t  have t h e  money t o  f i n i s h ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  A t  
t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e  community was hard h i t  and my f o l k s  d i d n ' t  have any. 
Got d i sgus t ed ,  l i k e  many of t h e  boys a r e  doing nowadays. What's t h e  
use  t o  go t o  c o l l e g e  i f  you c a n ' t  get a job when you get ou t?  About 
t he  same then  a s  it i s  r i g h t  now. Of course,  a co l l ege  boy could g e t  
him a job i n  l a t e r  yea r s .  

Q. Did you start f aaa ing  on your own then  o r  d i d  you r e t u r n  t o  your . . . 
A. Well, t h e  f i r s t  year  t h a t  I l e f t  co l l ege ,  I farmed for a year  or so ,  
u n t i l  we were married i n  1928. And I worked at the  American Radiator  
f o r  a year, and P i l l s b u r y r M i l l s  f o r  about e i g h t  months. And, my f a t h e r  
wanted me  t o  come out  t o  t h e  farm. And then  she  f e l t  l i k e  she 'd  l i k e  t o  
t r y  i t  and w e  d id .  And we s tayed  t h e r e  from t h e r e  on. She l i k e d  i t  
and . . . 
Q. Did you have what you cons ider  a modern farm houee when you s t a r t e d  
farming? 

A. No, no, i t  wasn ' t  modern a t  a l l .  We d i d n ' t  have l i g h t s  u n t i l  1938 
i n  about seven yea r s ,  e i g h t  yea r s  a f t e r  we had moved t o  t h e  farm. 

Q. You mean e l e c t r i c a l ?  

A.  hat's r i g h t .  Lamps and o u t s l d e  t o i l e t s .  

Q. What kind of h e a t  d i d  you have? 
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A. Coal s toves.  Cook s tove  i n  t h e  ki tchen,  t h a t  kind of s toves .  

Q. Did you use t h a t  ki tchen cook s tove  i n  the summertime too? 

A. No, w e  used an o i l  burner i n  t h e  sunrmertime. I f  we had t o  do any 
baking, why I'd f i r e  up the  cook stove.  

Q. When you got e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  1938, was t h a t  p a r t  of a general 
e l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  program or  . . . 
A. Yes, the  Rural E l e c t r i f i c a t i o n  Program. 

Q. What did you use t h e  e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  o ther  than l i g h t s  when you 
f i r s t  got i t ?  

A. Well, of course, w e  had the  e l e c t r i c  r e f r i g e r a t o r  was about the  only 
appliance I bel ieve  t h a t  w e  had t h a t  time, o ther  than t h e  l i g h t s  a t  
the  beginning. Then, i n  l a t e r  years ,  I th ink about 1946, why w e  put i n  
the  bathroom and we had running water i n  t h e  house and we used t h e  
e l e c t r i c i t y  f o r  water pumps. 

Q. Why would you wait  u n t i l  1946 t o  put t h e  p m p s  and so  f o r t h  i n ?  

A.  I expect i t  was because we couldn't  afford t o  do any b e t t e r ,  
probably. I don't  remember exact ly .  It was a rented farm was one 
reason. 

Q. Did t h e  landlord then put  t h e  water i n  f o r  you o r  d i d  you have to?  

A. No, w e  put the  water i n  ourselves.  The landlord paid f o r  the  
bathroom, but  we d id  t h a t  ourselves.  

Q. You did the work yo~xse . lves?  

A. Yes, w e  d i d  a l l  the  work. 

Q. And how long did  you l i v e  on t h a t  farm? 

A. Forty years  . . . u n t i l  I r e t i r e d .  

Q. When you were farming a s  a t enan t ,  did you farm on shares o r  d id  
you pay any cash r e n t ?  

A. W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  f i v e  years ,  I guess, about,  we pa id  cash r e n t ,  and 
then we ran  i t  on shares a f t e r  t h a t .  

Q. DSd you keep l ives tock  on shares  as w e l l  as the  gra in?  

A. No .  The l ives tock  a l l  belonged t o  me. Just t h e  gra in  r en t  was on 
shares.  

Q. What kind of l ives tock  d id  you keep? 
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A. We r a i s e d  white-faced c a t t l e ,  r a i s e d  t h e  ca lves  from white-faced 
cows, and hogs. J u s t  t hose  two, hogs and c a t t l e .  

Q. How d id  you g e t  your l i v e s t o c k  t o  market? 

A. Well, I h i r e d  i t  hauled by a t rucke r  i n  those  days. 

Q. You had f a i r l y  good roads then? 

A. Yes, we had f a i r l y  good roads a f t e r ,  oh probably 1940, s o  from 
t h e r e  on, I th ink .  W e  f i r s t  moved out  t h e r e ,  t h e  roads weren't  very 
good then ,  b u t  after they  voted i n  o i l  and s o  on, why we  had p r e t t y  
good roads. 

Q. Do you remember when they  s t a r t e d  us ing  o i l  on the roads? 

A. (chuckles) Well, I t h i n k  about 1935. I expect i t  w a s  about t h a t  
t i m e .  I don ' t  remember, r e a l l y ,  exac t ly .  

Q. How f a r  d id  you l i v e  from a paved road? 

A. About four  m i l e s .  We were about  fou r  miles south  of 36. 

Q. Did you have an automobile when you moved t o  t h e  farm? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Were you a b l e  t o  use t h a t  automobile t h e  year  around? 

A. Well, w e  d id .  We had cha ins  on i t  p a r t  of the time. (chuckles) 

Q. About how o f t e n  d id  you go t o  a town and what town d id  you go t o  
f o r  most of your shopping? 

A. Well, I guess L o a d  was where w e  went f o r  most of our  grocery 
supp l i e s .  W e  went t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  maybe once a week. 

Q. What sort of  s o c i a l  l i f e  d id  you have i n  your community? 

A. Well, t h a t  was t h e  n i c e  p a r t  of i t  back i n  those  days. The 
community would g e t  t oge the r  a t  least once a month, have a pot luck  
supper ox maybe an  o y s t e r  supper.  And w e  had th re sh ing  runs ,  a l l  done 
wi th  a steam engine and a s e p a r a t o r ,  and maybe the re ' d  be as many as 
f i f t e e n  o r  twenty neighbors  t h a t  would swap h e l p  back and f o r t h ,  you 
know, and go from one t o  t h e  o t h e r  and do t h e i r  th resh ing .  And t h a t  
group would always get toge the r ,  especially during t h e  w i n t e r ,  a t  
least once a month. And i n  t h e  summertime we wouldn't get t oge the r  
so  much. But a t  least once a month i n  t h e  winter t ime.  We had a l o t  
of fun t h a t  w e  don ' t  have nowadays, s o c i a l  l i f e  t h a t  we don ' t  have now. 

Q. Where d i d  you meet once a month? 

A. At the homes, f i r s t  one and then  another  had i t .  W e  r e a l l y  enjoyed 
t h a t  and w e  r e a l l y  m i s s  i t  now. 



Lloyd Loving 11 

Q. Did you do anything p a r t i c u l a r  f o r  en ter ta inment  o r  j u s t  v i s i t ?  

A. I t h i n k  j u s t  v i s i t .  I don' t  remember having much en ter ta inment .  

Q. Did you p l ay  any cards?  

A. Well, yes ,  they  played ca rds  too.  And then  e a r l i e r ,  I mean, back 
be fo re  we were married, they had dances around t h e  country a l o t .  
The men would have v i o l i n s  and g u i t a r s  and s o  on and p lay ,  and t h e r e  
were square dances and s o  on. 

Q. Where would they have t h e  dances? 

A.  Well, somebody would j u s t  c l e a r  ou t  a room i n  t h e i r  house and 
have i t ,  o r  i f  somebody had a ba rn  t h a t  happened t o  be empty, they 'd 
have what they'd c a l l  a barn  dance. I remember one t i m e  they b u i l t  
a new barn  a t  my b r o t h e r ' s  p l ace  and had a dance i n  t h e  l o f t ,  t h e  barn  
l o f t .  And we j u s t  had a l o t  of fun.  In f a c t  w e  d i d n ' t  in tend  t o  go 
and then  a l l  a t  once we s a i d ,  "Well, l e t ' s  go t o  t h e  dance." And we 
went, and we c e r t a i n l y  enjoyed i t ,  a l l  of us. (horn honks ou t s ide )  
But they  were mostly square dances i n  those  days that we had i n  t h e  
country.  

Q. You f e e l  t h e  l a c k  of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t y  on t h e  p a r t  of neighbors  
now then? (horn honks again)  

A. Yes. 

Q. Did t h e  church p lay  any p a r t  i n  your l i f e ?  

A. Yes, we were a c t i v e  i n  church a l l  the t ime, bo th  of us .  

Q. Was there s o c i a l  l i f e  connected wi th  t h e  church? 

A. Yes, a t  t h a t  time t h e r e  was, l o t s  of i t ,  more than t h e r e  i s  now. 

Q. What s o r t  of s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  d i d  they  have a t  t h e  church? 

A. Well, mostly pot luck  suppers ,  and then  t h e  church served suppers ,  
too ,  d i f f e r e n t ,  maybe, once a year  a t  least they 'd  have a l a r g e  chicken 
supper ,  chicken-pie supper ,  something of t h a t  s o r t .  And then  d i f f e r e n t  
c l a s s e s  i n  t h e  church would meet, and Sundays through t h e  summer they 'd 
have a t  l e a s t  one p i cn ic .  They'd go t o  some parks and have p i cn ic s .  

Q. Were t h e i r  suppers  once a year  money-making a f f a i r s ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. What church d i d  you a t t end?  

A. Methodist .  

Q. And t h a t  w a s  i n  Loami? 

A. I n  Loami, yes. 
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Q. Was the re  a l a rge  congregation a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A. Y e s ,  we had a p r e t t y  good s ized congregation a t  t h a t  time. I 
expect the re  was near ly  two hundred i n  our congregation. There was 
th ree  churches i n  the  town, a small town, I th ink t h a t  was a p r e t t y  
good church. Only about f i v e  hundred i n  the  town and we had about 
two hundred i n  the  church. 

Q. O f  course, people came from the country t o  a t tend there  too? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. When you l e f t  the  farm, did you come t o  New Berl in t o  l i v e ?  

A.  Y e s .  

Q. What year was t h a t ?  

A. 1968. (Mrs. Loving qu ie t ly  cor rec t s  him) 1969, September 13, 1969. 

Q. You remember t h e  day b e t t e r  than the  year? 

A .  That was the  day we sold out of our household th ings  t h a t  we d idn ' t  
need, and being the  t h i r t e e n t h ,  I remember i t  p r e t t y  well .  (chuckles) 

Q. It d idn ' t  happen t o  be a Friday? 

A. Yes, wasn't i t? ( ~ r s .  Loving i n t e r j e c t s ,  "I th ink so ,  maybe.") 

Q. You d idn ' t  f e e l  it was a bad day? 

A. No, i t  was an excel lent  day for us. 

Q. You had a good s a l e ?  

A. Excellent ,  very much b e t t e r  than we expected. 

Q. But d id  you have any bad fee l ings  about leaving t h e  farm? 

A. Well, a f t e r  l i v i n g  the re  f o r t y  years,  i t  was really l i k e  home, 
and t h a t ' s  where our son was born and so  on. But yet  we rea l i zed  
t h a t  it  was too b i g  f o r  us and we couldn't  take  care of i t  l i k e  we 
would want t o  take  care  of i t .  And, I've never been sorry  any 
minute s ince  we l e f t .  

Q. How many ac res  d id  you farm? 

A. I farmed about 550 acres  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. When you s t a r t e d  farming were you using any mechanization a t  a l l ?  

A. T had one t r a c t o r ,  s t a r t e d  with one t r a c t o r  and a horse and a mule. 
And, of course, accumulated more aterwards, t h a t  is  more horses,  
because I didn ' t  keep t h i s  o ld  t r a c t o r  another year. I kept horses 
u n t i l ,  I think,  about 1947. I had horses up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e .  But I 
did a l l  the heavy work with t r a c t o r s .  
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Q. Did you r a i s e  your own horses  o r  d i d  you buy them? 

A. I bought them. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any people i n  t h e  community r a i s i n g  horses?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  were a few horses  r a i s e d  i n  t h e  community, a few, no t  
very  many. 

Q. Did you buy your ho r ses  l o c a l l y ,  o r  d i d  you have some p l ace  where 
t h e r e  was a market? 

A. Well, I usua l ly  bought them from some t r a d e r  t h a t  d e a l t  i n  t r a d i n g  
horses  and s o  on. There were a number af them around a t  t h a t  t ime. 
That ' s  about a l l  they d i d  w a s  j u s t  buy ho r ses  and sel l  them, and t h a t ' s  
t h e  way they made t h e i r  money. 

A. They j u s t  bought and so ld ,  kind of s o l d  them. I don ' t  know of any 
of t h e  t r a d e r s  t h a t  r a i s e d  t h e i r  own horses .  ~omebody'd have a horse ,  
it might be twenty-five mi les  from here ,  and they 'd go look a t  i t  and 
buy it maybe and s e l l  it t o  some farmer. Many times you got gypped 
on it. (chuckles) 

Q. You d i d n ' t  get much of a chance t o  look a t  i t  ahead of t ime? 

A .  Well, you d i d n ' t  ge t  a chance t o  t r y  them out  anyway.. (chuckles) 

Q. How many ho r ses  would you use  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  your t r a c t o r ?  

A. About four .  

Q. Would you keep more than  f.our? 

A. No, I never d i d  have more than  fou r .  

Q. What s o r t  of equipment d id  you use  t h e  ho r ses  wi th  t h a t  you couldn ' t  
use  t h e  t r a c t o r  f o r ?  

A. P l an t ing  corn mostly,  and then  work c l ean ing  out  ba rns ,  c l ean ing  up 
around t h e  p l ace  i f  you had t o  use a wagon o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

Q. Your ground p repa ra t ion  then  was done mostly wi th  a t r a c t o r ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. What kind of t r a c t o r  d i d  you have? 

A.  Farmall ,  one of t h e  f i r s t  ones.  The f i r s t  one I had w a s  one of t h e  
f i r s t  ones b u i l t .  Then I f i n a l l y  come t o  what they c a l l  t h e  F-20 and 
t h e  F-30, and t h a t ' s  s t l l l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l .  I used I n t e r n a t i o n a l  a l l  
through my farm l i f e .  

Q. You enjoy l i v i n g  i n  New Ber l in  now? 

A. Yes, I do, very much. 

END OF TAPE 


