
PREFACE 

This  manuscript is  a complete t r a n s c r i p t i o n  of a t ape  recorded 
in te rv iew conducted September 26, 1978 by Horace Q .  Waggoner f o r  t h e  
Oral His tory  Office.  This is  one o f  a s e r i e s  of in te rv iews  conducted 
i n  connection wi th  t h e  Old Shawneetown Bank Pro jec t .  Memories of a 
Bank an o r a l  h i s t o r y  and documentary inventory a t  Old Shawneetown was -' 
published i n  1979 by t h e  Oral History Of f i ce ,  Sangamon S t a t e  
Universi ty .  Linda J e t t  t ranscr ibed  t h e  t ape  and Horace Waggoner 
ed i t ed  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Mrs. Catherine Logsdon was born i n  Old Shawneetown on August 29, 1912.  
Her primary memories of t h e  bank a r e  as a businesswoman i n  Shawneetown 
and as a bank customer. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  
i s  not  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  
views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quote and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
without permission i n  wr i t i ng  from t h e  Oral History Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708.  
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Catherine Logsdon, September 26, 1978, Shawneetown, I l l i n o i s .  

Horace Q. Waggoner, In te rv iewer .  

Okay. I ' l l  j u s t  ask some ques t ions  he re .  When were you born? 

1912. August 29th. 

(moves mike) Okay. And where were you born? 

Shakmeetown. Old Shawneetown. 

So, you've l i v e d  i n  e i t h e r  Old o r  New Shawneetown a l l  your l i f e ,  then? 

Except f o r  twelve years .  I moved i n  1913, came back i n  1925.  

And where were you then? 

F lo ra ,  I l l i n o i s .  

What was your f a t h e r ' s  name? 

Lawrence Peeples .  

Lawrence Peeples .  And what was your mother 's name? 

Clyde Todd Peeples .  

Clyde? 

Yes. C-L-Y-WE. 

Todd. 

Yes. Peeples . 
Where d id  you.Jrlve down-there i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t he  bank? 

You mean where was I born o r  where--I've l i v e d  d i f f e r e n t  p laces .  

Oh, I see .  Where was your b i r t h 4 p l a c e  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  bank? 

About two blocks n o r t h  on t h a t  same s t r e e t .  Where the-right now 
t h e r e ' s  a t r a i l e r  t he re .  Right on t h e  l evee  s t r e e t .  There was a 
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house t h e r e  be fo re  t h e  1913 water.  It went down i n  t h e  water.  And t h a t ' s  
when we l e f t .  My f a t h e r  had a grocery s t o r e  t h e r e  and i t  a l s o  went i n  t he  
water. 

A. Y e s .  So, t h a t ' s  when w e  l e f t ,  after t h e  water. 

Q. And then,  you went where then? 

A. To Flora ,  And he  went on t h e  r a i l r o a d  f o r  that long and then  w e  came 
back down t o  Shawneetown. 

Q. And where d i d  you l i v e  i n  Shawneetown when you a r r i v e d  back? 

A. Well, n o t  on t h e  corner ,  but t h e  next  l o t  was t h e  Presbyterian 
parsonage and w e  r en t ed  that when w e  came back. It's almost on t h e  corner .  
And I l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r ,  oh, I don' t  know, maybe we l i v e d  t h e r e  four  o r  f i v e  
yea r s ,  and then  we moved on up i n  t h e  next: block i n  t h e  Peeples' home up 
there .  And we l i v e d  i n  t h a t .  And then I moved a c r o s s  t h e  a l l e y ,  i n t o  the  
house ac ros s  t h e  a l l e y ,  and I l i v e d  t h e r e  till I married. Where that rock 
p l ace  is now. You know t h a t ?  

Q. No. A rock p i l e ,  you mean? 

A. Well, he s e l l s  rocks t h e r e  i n  t h a t  house. Across t h e  alley--That o ld  
Peeples '  house t h a t  Mrs. Lawler 's son bought. That 's  t h e  house I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about ,  t h a t  I l i v e d  in .  Then we moved a c r o s s  the a l l e y .  Af t e r  t h a t  one 
vacated. 

That b i g  house had twelve rooms d iv ided  wi th  hallways and w e  l i v e d  on one 
side and my a u n t s  and unc les  l i v e d  on the other .  And then we moved in--we 
r en ted  t h e  house t h a t  was c a l l e d  McKell igot t ' s  house. And w e  lived t h e r e ,  
then,  t ill  I marr ied and moved t o  t h e  country. 

(Customer enters--Delay i n  i n t e rv i ew whi le  M r s .  Logsdon a t t e n d s  t o  business .  
Conversation n o t  t r ansc r ibed . )  

Q. Okay. Let  me see. Let me c a t c h  up here ,  now. So, you were r e a l l y  one 
year old when you left f o r  F lo ra?  

A. Well, no t  qu i t e .  Cause I was born i n  August and we l e f t  a f t e r  t he  
A p r i l  water. 

Q. The water  was i n  A p r i l ?  
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Q. Okay. Then you went t o  school  i n  F lora  i n s t e a d  of  here,  then, i n  
Shawneetowri? 

A. Y e s .  Oh, yes. I was t h e r e  till--I came back i n  seventh grade. 

Q. I see. And you f i n i s h e d  up t h e r e  i n  Shawneetown? 

A. Sure did.  

Q. You say  you moved t o  t h e  country then,  a f t e r  you were marr ied? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Where? Bight  around Shawneetown here? 

A. Right up t h e r e  on--Out of town on t h e t o p  of t h a t  f i r s t  h i l l  there .  
Where Logsdons l i v e  now. 

Q. Oh, I see.  By t h e  highway t h e r e  where i t  curves.  

A. Yes. I l i v e d  o u t  t h e r e  till 19  and--let me t h ink ,  1941, when we 
maved o u t  here.  

Q. I see. And I understand you were i n  bus ines s  i n  Shawneetown? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What d i d  you do? 

A. I had a beauty shop and then I had a d r e s s  shop p l u s  a beauty shop. 
And then  I s o l d  both those  and bought a r e s t a u r a n t .  And I had i t  u n t i l  . , . 
after--1 bought i t  a f t e r  t h e  1937 water.  I think i t  was about  1938 w e  
bought t h e  r e s t a u r a n t .  And I had i t  maybe f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  years .  c a n ' t  
exactly remember. 

Q. What was t h e  name of t he  f i r s t  shop? 

A. My beauty shop? 

Q. Yes. 

Q. Catherine's Beauty Shop. Okay. Where d i d  you g e t  your t r a i n i n g  f o r  . . . 
A. Harrisburg. They had a beauty schao l  there .  S t i l l  do, bu t  i t ' s  
different  people.  
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Q. Okay. And when you opera ted  t h i s  beauty shop, d i d  you do business 
wi th  t h e  bank? 

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. You had an account t h e r e  at t h a t  time? 

A. Yes, 

Q. What's t h e  f i r s t  t ime you ever  en t e red  t h a t  bank? 

A. Oh, mercy. W e l l ,  I--I j u s t  don ' t  know, r e a l l y .  Shor t ly  a f t e r  I 
came back he re  i n  1925. 

9. So, you were i n  school ,  a t  t h a t  time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Was t h i s  t o  visit, then ,  a t  t ha t  time? 

A. No. That was a f t e r  I moved back here.  I don' t  expect I w a s  down 
t h e r e  when I v i s i t e d .  I used t o  do i t  wi th  my grandfa ther ,  and come 
down he re ,  bu t  I don ' t  t h ink  I had any bus iness ,  you know, i n  t h e  bank. 
I always l i k e d  i t  and admired i t ,  you know, because of our  ances to r  
being i n  i t  and everything.  But  I don' t  remember t h a t .  

Q. So you came back i n  1925, you say? 

A. Y e s .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anyone l i v i n g  i n  the bank a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A. Let me think.  (pause) Well, I don't  know. F i r s t  ones I can remember 
living up t h e r e  was Max Galt and Marie. 

9. So t h a t  would have been cons iderably  l a t e r ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. And so, you don' t  remember anybody i n  the  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  f o r  example . . . 
A. No, I s u r e  don't  remember. 

Q. But the bank was in ope ra t ion  a l l  t h a t  time? 

A. Oh, yes. The bank w a s  i n  opera t ion .  It w a s  t h e  main one. The Ci ty  
Bank was i n  ope ra t ion  then,  too,  up t h e  s t r e e t .  But t h i s  w a s  t h e  main 
bank. 
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Q .  Okay. When d i d  you f i r s t  open an account ,  then, .  at, thc bank? 

A. I wouldn't know. I probably, as a k id ,  I had a l i t t l e  account i n  
t h e r e ,  I imagine. Like a l l  k i d s  do. T j u s t  can' t  say. 

Let ' s  s e e ,  you were i n  t he  seventh grade, now, when you came back 
1925 . . . 

I n  1930 was when I opened mybeauty shop and I would d e f i n i t e l y  have 
d a n  account t h e r e  from 1930 on. 

Around 1930, do you remember what t h e  bank looked l i k e  i n  t h e  lobby? 
The lobby a r e a ?  

A. As w e l l  as I can remember, you went--there was t h r e e  t e l l e r ' s  t a b l e s  
k inda  i n  a semi-c i rc le .  And as you go i n  the  front door and you go around 
t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  t h e r e  was a room around there .  That door opened i n t o  a room. 
Some of them worked i n  t h e r e ,  t r ansac t ed  bus iness ,  and t h a t  was the 
d i r e c t o r ' s  room, as I remember it. The bank d i r e c t o r s  he ld  t h e i r  meetings 
i n  there. 

And then, you came out  and went t o  t h e  l e f t  and t h a r  door back i n  there 
opened into a law o f f i c e .  It w a s  M r .  Cha r l i e  Roedel 's  law office i n  my 
day. And of course ,  h i s  f a t h e r  had been a lawyer, too;  i t  might have 
been i n  his day. And then ,  M r s .  Shel ton,  E the l  Shel ton,  was an employee 
of  the bank and she  worked i n  t h a t  room, too. 

Q. I n  Cha r l i e  Roedel 's  o f f i c e ?  

A. Yes. Right i n  t h e r e ,  i n  t h a t  door. Taking c a r e  of t h e  checks and 
th ings .  They d i d n ' t  do t h e  . . . 
Q. Bookkeeping? 

A. Yes.  hat's what I would say  she  d id  the re .  

Q. And t h a t  was i n  t h e  o f f i c e  t h e r e  wi th  Mr. Roedel. 

A. And then, i n  the f r o n t  t o  t h e  r i g h t ,  as I remember, was the  p r i v a t e  
o f f i c e  t h a t  w a s . M r .  ~ a l t ' s  o r  h i s  p r i v a t e  o f f i c e  r i g h t  i n  there .  

And I can remember that i t  had marble a l l  a long  t h e  wal l s .  Up so h i g h  
i n  there. It was r e a l l y  a p r e t t y  bank. Them wal ls .  

(Salesman e n t e r s .  Mrs. Logsdon a t t e n d s  t o  business .  Conversation not  
t ranscr ibed . )  

Q. Okay. You say t h e r e  was marble--Now, was i t  continuous marble, like 
wainscot t ing  around . . . 
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A. It runs i n  my mind t h a t  i t  was. J u s t  t h e  wal l ,  you know, went around, 
up s o  high. 

Q. Did it  go under t h e  windows a l s o ?  

A. I thought i t  did.  Now, I don't--I c a n ' t  be p o s i t i v e  of t h a t ,  bu t  I 
th ink  i t  went under t h e  windows. It runs  i n  my head t h a t  i t  d i d .  Then, 
they  had a t i l e  f l o o r ,  mosaic t i l e ,  type t i l e  on i t .  Had b e a u t i f u l  t i l e  
on t h e  f l o o r .  

Q. Now, t h e  counter  i t s e l f .  Could you desc r ibe  t h a t ?  What was i t  made 
o f ?  

A. 1 would say ,  maybe, oak. In my mind, i t  w a s  a l i g h t  wood. 

Q. Was i t  e n t i r e l y  cons t ruc t ed  of wood o r  do you remember any marble 
in it? 

A. Seems t o  me l i k e  i t  had marble where you pa id ,  you know, o r  worked, 
t h a t  p a r t  r i g h t  i n  there .  

Q. The t h r e e  t e l l e r  pos i t i ons .  

A. Yes. 

Q. A t  t h a t  t ime, do you remember t h e  surface--as I understand i t ,  t h e r e  
was marble a t  each t e l l e r ' s  p o s i t i o n  and Mr. Gal t  says he remembers a ,  
he c a l l e d  i t  ca rpe t ing ,  between t h e  p o s i t i o n s  then. You have your two 
cages and i n  between them was carpe t ing .  D o  you remember anything l i k e  
t h a t ?  

A. I don' t  remember t h a t .  

0. J u s t  ba re  wood, as you remember. 

A. I don' t  remember that, but  i t  could have been. But now, t h a t  don ' t  
s t i c k  i n  my mind. 

Q. Now, you say  t h e  counter  w a s  curved. Could you desc r ibe  how i t  was 
curved? 

A. In  my mind, i t  was almost ,  as I remenber i t ,  j u s t  a semi-c i rc le  kind 
of came around. Three cages here and you went i n  t h e  daar back here  
( i n d i c a t e s  t o  l e f t )  and you went i n  t h e  door a t  t h i s  end of i t  ( i n d i c a t e s  
t o  r i g h t ) .  Around i ts ends. 

Q* So, as you came i n ,  you'd come t o  the  center of t h i s  . . . 
A. You come into t h e  center .  
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Q o  . . . semi c i r c l e .  

(Customer en t e r s .  Mrs. Logsdon a t t e n d s  t o  business .  Conversation not  
t ranscr ibed . )  

Q. On t h e  f r o n t  of t h e  counter  was t h e r e  any des ign  i n  t h a t  wood? Was 
i t  carved, o r  i n l a i d ,  i n  any way? 

A. (pause) Y e s .  It wasn't  j u s t  a s o l i d  wood b u t  I c a n ' t  remember e x a c t l y  
what, what i t  was. It wasn't smooth wood. I can ' t  de sc r ibe  it. 

Q. It was squares ,  maybe, o r  s e c t i o n s  of . . . 
A. I j u s t  can't remember t h a t  p a r t .  I r e a l l y  can ' t .  

Q. Now, I understand t h e r e  w a s  an  i r o n  g r i l lwork  above the counter .  
Could you desc r ibe  t h a t ,  as you remember i t ?  

A. Well, no. It was all i r o n  gr i l lwork .  I n  my recollection, it  w a s  
b lack  o r  it had turned dark. It might have been b r a s s  l i k e  t h a t  cash 
r e g i s t e r .  ( p o i n t s  t o  cash r e g i s t e r )  Sol id  b r a s s  t h e r e  and corroded, 
you know. It could have been darkened from just age. It could have 
been a b r a s s  one, f a r  as I know. 

Q. And it e v i d e n t l y  had openings in--three openings . . . 
A. Oh, yes. 

Q. . . . then, for--in f r o n t  of each t e l l e r .  Do you remember whether 
t h e r e  were doors o r  g a t e s  a t  those  openings? Did they have t o  open them 
up i n  o rde r  t o  t r a n s a c t  bus iness  o r  . . . 
A. I don't  know t h a t .  They must have, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  I guess, of  a 
morning, i f  they  c losed  them. I don't  know. 

Q. How high was t h e  g r i l lwork?  Did it go clear t o  the c e i l i n g  o r  how 
high above t h e  people 's  heads? 

A. It went q u i t e  a b i t ,  I don ' t  believe i t  went t o ' t h e  c e i l i n g ,  b u t  
it went q u i t e  a b i t a b o v e  your head. P r e t t y  t a l l .  I don't  remember it-- 
No, I know i t  d i d n ' t  go t o  t h e  c e i l i n g .  You'd remember something l i k e  
t h a t .  

Q. Okay. On the  r i g h t  s i d e  of t h e  counter ,  now. Did i t  go right t o  
t h e  wall there? There was no opening i n  t he  counter  on t h e  right-hand 
s ide ,  so t h a t  you go behind i t .  You had t o  go through t h i s  o f f i c e  a t  
t h e  end? 
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A. A s  f a r  a s  I know, there wasn't  any opening, t h a t  1 remember. 

Q. How about on t h e  l e f t  end? Do you remember any opening t h e r e ?  

A. No, I don' t  remember. There was a door t h a t  went i n t o  M r .  ~ o e d e l ' s  
office and then I th ink  t h a t  back door,  as I remember, would have gone 
o u t  i n t o  t h e  hallway. 

Q. From M r .  ~ o e d e l ' s  o f f i c e .  

A. Yes. On o u t  h i s  o f f i c e .  

Q. Okay. Were you eve r  i n  Ur. Roedel's o f f i c e ?  

A. Oh, yes. 

Q. How d i d  he have it arranged? Where was h i s  desk? 

A. I couldn ' t  t e l l  you t h a t .  

Q. Was t h e  desk over  by t h e  windows? 

A. I can ' t  remember t h a t ,  sir. I wish I could,  b u t  I don' t. 

Q. See, h i s  s i s t e r  . . . 
A. Been i n  i t  s e v e r a l  times. Miss Emma worked t h e r e ,  yes. 

Q. So, t h e r e  were two desks a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e r e ,  p l u s  t h e  bookkeeper's 
desk, I guess. 

A. That ' s  r i g h t .  

Q. So, i t  must have been three .  Do you r e c a l l  a t a b l e  i n  t h e r e ?  A 
l a r g e  t a b l e ?  

A. I can ' t  remember t h a t ,  sir. I j u s t  . . . 
Q. Quit c a l l i n g  me "sir." 

A. What l i t t l e  b i t  I was i n  t h e r e ,  had been i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  has been 
for--I can t e l l  you more about h i s  office when i t  was u p s t a i r s  over he re ,  
you know than  I can down the re .  

Q. Now, he had a set of law books, I ' m  sure.  

A. Oh, yes. 
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Q. Do you r e c a l l  where those  were? Would i t  be i n  the  same room o r  
were they i n  another  room? 

A. I don' t  know. It kind of seems l i k e  t h a t  those  were a g a i n s t  the 
front w a l l  on she lves  i n  t h e r e ,  but . . . 
Q. Against ,  toward the  lobby. 

A. S t r e e t .  Towards the s t r e e t .  

Q. Well now, wasn't  t h e r e  a f i r e p l a c e  a t  t h a t  place? 

A. Yes, t h e r e  was a f i r e p l a c e .  

Q. So would they be above the fireplace, then,  o r  . . . 
A. To t h e  s i d e  of it. 

Q. To t h e  side of t h e  f i r e p l a c e .  

A. The f i r e p l a c e  - was i n  t h e r e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q. Do you remember t h e  vault  doors? Remember anything d i s t i n c t i v e  about  
the  v a u l t ?  

A. No, they were huge. Big, heavy, massive, dark ones. 

Q. Were they metal? 

A. A s  I remember they were metal ,  i t  was metal. 

Q. Were they pa in ted  black? 

A. Looked black. Yes. A t  one time. O f  course,  they  were worn o f f  and 
every th ing ,  bu t  . . . 
Q. We thought f o r  a l i t t l e  b i t  they might be the  same doors that a r e  
across t h e  s t r e e t  he re  i n  Harmon's store but: they ' re  not.  Those came 
from Chicago. Do you have any i d e a  what became of those doors? 

A. No, sir. Don't. 

Q. Okay. Then, t h e r e  was, as you looked a t  t h e  v a u l t  doors ,  t h e r e  w a s  
a f i r e p l a c e  on the  l e f t  . . . 
A. Yau mean they ' re  not down t h e r e ,  e i t h e r ?  The o l d  v a u l t  doors are no t  
i n  there? 
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Q. No. 

A. Nothing's left i n  t h a t  b u i l d i n g  whatsoever? 

Q. The vau l t .  The v a u l t  is  t h e r e  bu t  see . . . 
(Phone rings. In te rv iew delayed wh i l e  M r s .  Logsdon answers. Conversa- 
t i o n  not t ranscr ibed . )  

A. Well, 1 ' m  s u r p r i s e d  t h a t  w a s  bothered and taken out  of there .  

Q. Well, you know t h e  safe is a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. And the  reason i t ' s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  is  because they c a n ' t  ge t  i t  
ou t  without  t e a r i n g  t h a t  v a u l t  up. Well, t h a t ' s  what they had t o  do 
down t h e r e  i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h a t  s a f e  out.  They took a to rch  and j u s t  
c u t  the section of s t e e l  ou t  t h e  f r o n t  t h e r e  which l e t  them remove . . . 
A. They have t o  put  new doors  i n  i t ?  

Q. Well, t h e r e ' s  no th ing  i n  i t  r i g h t  now, a t  all. 1t's j u s t  a b i g  
opening there .   hat's one of t h e  reasons we're asking t h e  ques t ions  
about  what i t  looked l i k e .  Do you r e c a l l  i t  as be ing  two doars? One 
i n s i d e  of  another .  Two s e t s  of doors. 

A. (pause) I th ink  i t  was, as I remember. Didn't  one open and then 
they had t o  undo another  one t o  . . . 
Q. With combination lock? That s o r t  of th ing?  

A. Yes. 1'm almost- p o s i t i v e  about t h a t ,  

Q. Do you r e c a l l  whether t h a t  second door w a s  round o r  was i t  square? 

A. ( i n d i c a t e s  nega t ive )  

Qo Don't remember. 

A. I don't  remember. 

Q. Okay. Do you recal l  any p i c t u r e s  i n  the . . . 
A. Nothing of t h e  i n t e r i o r  of t h e  bank have I eve r  had o r  seen. 

Q. Okay. In  f r o n t  of the counter  as you came i n  the f r o n t  door,  were 
t h e r e  any t a b l e s  o r  c h a i r s  s e t t i n g  ou t  t he re ,  s o  t h a t  i f  you had t o  wait, 
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you could sit down o r  i f  you wanted t o  w r i t e  out  a check, you could write 
ou t  a check on a t a b l e ?  

A. Well, I ' m  s u r e  t h e r e  was a kind of a t a l l  cab le  and some chairs  
aitting ou t  there .  Right-hand s ide .  

Q. To t h e  l e f t  o r  r i g h t ?  

A. L e t ' s  see now. Mr. Ga l t ' s  o f f i c e .  I guess t h e  c h a i r s  was, maybe, 
t h e r e  t o  t he  l e f t  s ide .  And t h e r e  was a t a b l e  t h a t  you could w r i t e  on. 
Now, where t ha t  w a s  . . . I can ' t  remember. 

Q. Do you remember i n k  w e l l s  on t h e  t a b l e ?  

A. Yes. They had ink  w e l l s  and they  had pens. 

Q. Do you remember what t h e  i n k  w e l l s  looked l i k e ?  I th ink  we've found 
one of them and I was j u s t  wondering. 

A. Well, they  were j u s t  a g l a s s  kind. 

Q. Big g l a s s?  

A. Yes. And they had some of t hose  pens t h a t  you could d i p  i n ,  you know, 

Q. Do you remember any cuspidors  ou t  t h e r e ?  

A. Yes. There w a s  b r a s s  cuspidors  i n  every bank, now. I can remember 
see ing  it. 

Q. Remember any number of them? Two o r  t h ree?  

A. I ' d  say  t h e r e  was a t  l e a s t  two and they  s e t  t h e r e  c l o s e  t o  the  teller's 
cages, as I remember, where people would use  them. I n  fact, 1've got  one. 
It d i d n ' t  come ou t  of t he  bank, i t  came o u t  of t h e  o l d  barber  shop. Big 
b r a s s  one. My, they  w e r e  b i g ,  you know. 

Q. Were t h e  ones i n  t h e  bank about  t h e  same? 

A. They were c lose .  

Q. About the same. 

A. Yes, they were. 

Q. On M r .  Ga l t ' s  o f f i c e  t o  t he  r i g h t  t he re .  I n  t h a t  o f f i c e ,  do you 
remember anyth ing  a t  a l l  about  i t ?  Where was h i s  desk pos i t i oned  i n  
t he re ,  do you r e c a l l ?  
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A. I don ' t  know. And I ' ve  been i n  t h e r e  close--We borrowed the  money 
t o  buy t h i s  s t o r e  i n  t h e r e  bu t  I don ' t  know where i t  was. I s n ' t  t h a t  
awful? (chuckles)  

Q. W e l l ,  you were worr ied about  t h e  money n o t  about  the room. 

A. I don't  remember how t h a t  desk looked. I j u s t  r e a l l y  can ' t  say  
where i t  was. 

Q. How about  t h e  o f f i c e  . . . 
A. That w a s  t h e  one they  c a l l e d  t h e  "sweat box." 

Q. The "sweat box." 

A. That room. Yes. ( l augh te r )  

Q. There was a room d i r e c t l y  behind that. You went through a door and 
behind that--Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  room, anyth ing  about: i t  a t  a l l ?  

A. Well, on ly  t h a t  i t  had a long t a b l e  and some, I'd say they were oak, 
c h a i r s  wi th ,  kind of  w i th  arms on them and a l l ,  where they had t h e  
d i r e c t o r ' s  meetings and a l l  . . . 
Q. Oh, t h a t ' s  where they he ld  t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  meetings? 

A. Yes. 

Q. That was behind M r .  Ga l t ' s  o f f i c e ,  then? 

A. Y e s .  Not behind h i s  o f f i c e .  Going around the  t e l l e r ' s  cages. 

Q. Okay. On t h e  end, then ,  . . . 
A. I n  t h a t  door. Y e s .  

Q. . . . t o  the r i g h t  there .  

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. So, w a s  h i s  o f f i c e  i n  t h a t  room o r  behind i t ?  H i s  o f f i c e  . . . 
A. His o f f i c e  w a s  t o  t h e  f r o n t  as you went i n  there .  

Q. Okay. You go i n  t h e  f r o n t  and you t u r n  r i g h t  and you went into his 
off ice? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Okay. Where was t h e  d i r e c t o r ' s  t a b l e ,  then? Was i t  i n  t h a t  office? 

A. No. It was i n  the room behind it. 

Q. Behind it. Okay. 

A. No, you turned  r i g h t  and went back i n t o  h i s  o f f i c e .  

Q. Yes. And then, you went through h i s  o f f i c e  i n t o  t h i s  o t h e r  room? 

A. Yes. I n t o ,  back i n t o  there .  

Q. Okay. So d e f i n i t e l y  t h e r e  was no s t a i r w e l l  i n  M r .  Ga l t ' s  o f f i c e  a t  
t he  time? 

A. No. 

Q.  hat's t h e  c i r c u l a r  s t a i r w e l l  we haven ' t  been a b l e  t o  f i n d  t h a t  
anybody remembers be ing  i n  there .  There was, a t  one time, a s t a i r w e l l  
there .  Went on up t o  t h e  u p s t a i r s .  

A. Quick. 'That was a quick way up. Yes. 

Q. It 's gone now. We would s u r e  l i k e  t o  know--have you eve r  heard 
anyone say,  be fo re  they  were used as l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ,  what those f r o n t  
roams u p s t a i r s  were used f o r .  Did you eve r  hear  anybody mention any 
use  of t hose  o t h e r  than  l i v i n g  q u a r t e r s ?  

A. I never  have ever heard of it .  No o f f i c e s  . . . t h a t  I ever  knew 
of o r  anything . . . w a s  up t h e r e .  

Q. Okay. Had you been u p s t a i r s ?  

A. Oh, yes. I had f r i e n d s  t h a t  l i v e d  up t h e r e  f o r  awhile. Bert  
P ie rson  and his w i f e .  Have you t a lked  t o  he r?  E the l  Denton now. 
Have you interviewed he r?  

Q*  No. NO. 

A. She l ived up there .  When they were married. 

Q. Ethe l  Denton. 

A. They were married i n  about 1935 and they moved up there .  Rented t h a t  
apartment. 

Q. Okay, Good. 

A. She's up h e r e  a t  t h e  public--city bui ld ing .  She's c o l l e c t o r  f o r  t h e  
c i t y  . 
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Oh, I see. Okay. Good. Okay. 

But she  and Ber t  l i v e d  up there .  Yes, 1 've been up there .  

And you v i s i t e d  them a t  t h a t  t ime, then? 

Yes. 

How d id  you get  t o  t h e i r  q u a r t e r s  then? 

Went around t h a t  s i d e  s t e p s  and went up t h a t  way. 

On t h e  side--on t h e  s t r e e t  s i d e ?  

Yes. 

And then up a stairway i n  t h a t  back hallway? 

Yes. 

Can you desc r ibe  t h a t  s ta i rway?  

Oh, Lordy, no. J u s t  a s ta irway.  ( laughs)  It wasn't a c i r c u l a r .  A. 
I ' d  know t h a t .  

Q. Yes. Was i t  enclosed underneath? In  o t h e r  words, d i d  you have t o  
go through a door t o  go down t o  t h e  basement? 

A. I cannot t e l l  you b u t  she  can. Now, she l i v e d  t h e r e  enough t h a t  
s h e  would know that. 

Q. Now, when you got  t o  t he  t h i r d  l e v e l ,  t he  l e v e l  on which they l i v e d ,  
you were i n  t h e  hallway the re ,  do you recall a ba th  a t  t he  end of t h a t  
hallway? That is, toward t h e  street s i d e ?  

A. (pause) No, I c a n ' t  remember t ha t .  

Q. Which room--now, t h e r e  are f o u r  rooms u p s t a i r s ,  a c t u a l l y  f ive,  two 
small  ones and one b i g  one on t h e  f r o n t  and then t h e  two l a r g e  ones i n  
t h e  back. Which one d i d  they use for t he  l i v i n g  room? 

A. I kind of believe i t  was t h a t  f i r s t :  one on the  f r o n t  was t h e i r  l i v i n g  
room there. 

Q. Okay. 

A. They l i v e d  on t h e  street mostly,  t h e i r  apartment. See, t h a t  was 
a f t e r  Galts moved o u t  of t h e r e ,  t h a t  they r en ted  t h a t  place and moved 
up there .  
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Q. Oh, I see. So, the  Galts would have moved out about 1935, then, o r  
19362 Someplace a long  i n  t he re?  

A. She could t e l l  you probably exac t ly ,  bu t  1'm j u s t  saying what year 
they got  marr ied was about 1935. And they moved up i n  t h a t  u p s t a i r s .  
You'll  have t o  ask her .  

Q o  Do you remember: where they s l e p t  up the re?  Which w a s  t h e i r  bedroom? 

A. I don' t  know bu t  I t h i n k  those two f r o n t  rooms was t h e  l i v i n g  room 
and t h e  bedroom, i f  I ' m  n o t  mistaken. 

Q. And the k i t chen  was . . . 
A. And then,  t h e  k i t chen  was around t o  t h e  back. Around t o  t he  s i d e  
somewhere the re ,  

Q. Would i t  have been i n  t h e  co rne r  over  M r .  G a l t ' s  o f f i c e ?  In  t h a t  
small room? 

A. Y e s .  

Q .  There was another  room t h e  same s i z e  . . . 
A. Yes, I ' v e  been in  it and T can ' t  remember tha t .  We used t o  all 
play  b r idge  and we'd go back and f o r t h  and I helped h e r  i n  t h a t  k i t chen  
and served. But now, I don' t  remember just which one i t  was. 

I 

Q. Okay. 

A. But 1 ' m  sure she  can desc r ibe  t h a t  u p s t a i r s  f o r  you. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Because having l i v e d  the re ,  s h e ' l l  remember i t  all. 

Q. Okay. 

A. Probably t h e  c l o s e t s  o r  anything e l s e  t h a t  was i n  up there .  

Q. In the thirties, the k i t chen ,  a k i t chen  room, had been b u i l t  on the  
no r th  corner; t h a t  is, away from both s t r e e t s .  Do you r e c a l l  that: 
structure? It was on the  second l e v e l  and i t  was wooden. 

A. On t h e  second--on t h e  bank? 

Q. On t h e  bank level,  yes. On t h e  n o r t h  corner  of t h e  bu i ld ing ,  away 
from t h e  s t r e e t .  
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I A. ( i n d i c a t e s  nega t ive )  

Q. You don't  r e c a l l  t h a t  a t  a l l ?  

A. I don't  remember t h a t .  That must have j u s t  been p r i v a t e ,  maybe, 
l i k e  t h e  bank has one over  here.  Maybe i t  was pu t  i n  f o r  t h e  bank. 

Q. Well, t h e  Al lens  used i t  f o r  a k i t chen ,  now, and no one e l s e  seems 
t o  have s i n c e  then. It apparent ly  was washed away i n  t h e  1937 f lood.  

I A. NO, I never  remembered t h a t .  

Q. Okay. Do you r e c a l l  t h e  c a r r i a g e  house, o r  t h e  outbui ld ing ,  on 
t h a t  no r th  corner  back the re?  

A. No. That w a s  a l l  gone when I came down here ,  I suppose. I don' t  
remember any p a r t  of t h a t .  

I Q. Yes. It was s t i l l  t h e r e  i n  1937. 

I A. It was! I n  1937? - 

Q. Apparently i t  was t h e  1937 f lood  t h a t  kind of cleaned o f f  t h a t  whole 
no r th  corner  there .  The ou tbu i ld ing  and t h e  k i t chen  went a t  t h a t  time. 

A. I don't remember a t h i n g  about  anything ou t  t he re .  Now, I had a 
r e s t a u r a n t  r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t  from it. A r e  you s u r e  t h a t  i t  wasn't  
t h e  1913 t h a t  t o r e  i t  up? 

I Q. Well, Robert Logsdon, now, we were t a l k i n g  about . . . 

I A. Yes, I know about  him. 

I Q. . . . it and he s a i d  he  remembered i t  up u n t i l  t h e  1937 f lood ,  s o  . . . 
A. Now, I don' t ,  I can ' t  remember t h a t  a t  a l l .  But t h e r e  was a grocery 
s t o r e ,  Harmon grocery,  come r i g h t  i n  the re .  Not r i g h t  next  t o  it.  There 
was t h i s  . . . i n  between t h e r e  . . . But i f  t h e r e  was an o l d  bu i ld ing  ou t  
t he re ,  I can't remember it. 

Q. Okay. Wasn't very  l a rge .  It was j u s t  a smal l  room t h a t  had been 
b u i l t  on t h a t  second l e v e l .  It was on s t i l ts  s o  that you could d r i v e  
the c a r r i a g e s  underneath i t  t o  g e t  t o  the--see, t h a t  ou tbu i ld ing  was 
a c a r r i a g e  house a t  one t i m e .  Okay. Le t ' s  see, now. I n  t h e  lobby 
again, do you recal l  anyth ing  a t  a l l  about  t h e  l i g h t i n g  system they 
had? 

A. ( i n d i c a t e s  nega t ive )  
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Q. You don't. Were they c e i l i n g  l i g h t s  . . . 
A. I wouldn't know about it. 1 never d i d  pay any a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t .  
I don' t  know. 

Q. Okay. What about  t h e  c o l o r  scheme? Do you remember any c o l o r  t h a t  
s t r u c k  you? It was marble up so  f a r  around t h e  edge and then  . . . 
A. And very  p r e t t y  c o l o r f u l  t i l e  bu t ,  t h a t  s t i c k s  i n  my mind, bu t  I 
don't  know what t h e  walls were. I couldn ' t  t e l l  you. No, sir. I 
could not  . 
Q. Okay. Now l e t ' s  s ee ,  t he  Galts, then,  must have moved i n  i n  the 
e a r l y  t h i r t i e s  o r  t h e  l a t e  twent ies  and were t h e r e  u n t i l  t he ,  about 
1935, a t  which t i m e  t h e  P i e r sons  moved i n ,  and t h e  P iersons  ev iden t ly  . . . 
A. They could have l i v e d  t h e r e  till a f t e r  t h e  1937 water ,  now, I don ' t  
know. 

Q. The P iersons ,  you mean? 

A. N a ,  I mean t h e  Galts .  They could have l i v e d  t h e r e  t h a t  long. See, 
a f t e r  t h e  1937 water ,  they  b u i l t  t h i s  house out  he re ,  and came he re ,  and 
they could have s t i l l  l i v e d  t h e r e  t h a t  long. 1 don' t  know, b u t  Bert and 
Ethe l  d i d  l i v e  up t h e r e  a f t e r  they l e f t  there .  Now, what yea r  i t  was, I 
j u s t  r e a l l y  c a n ' t  say. 

Q. Well, now, s e e  t h e  Wrights s l s o  l i v e d  t h e r e  f o r  a s h o r t  per iod  of 
t i m e .  Do you r e c a l l  . . . 
A. Which Wrights? Joe? 

Q. Joe, yes. Joe and Paul ine.  

A. No, I can ' t  remember t h a t .  

(Customer en t e r s .  M r s .  Logsdon tends t o  business .  Conversation no t  
t ranscr ibed .  Tape stopped momentarily.) 

A. Did they  say  what year? 

Q, ~ e t ' s  see.  No, I haven ' t  go t t en  anybody n a i l e d  down t o  a s p e c i f i c  
year.  It w a s  j u s t  kind of a . . . 
A. I ' m  j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  because Joe  and Paul ine ,  they were married-- 
I was married i n  1934 and I know they  weren ' t  marr ied f o r  two o r  t h r e e  
years a f t e r  t h a t .  
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Q. Yes. They l ived--I t  was a f t e r  t h e  1937 f lood.  It  wasn' t very long. 
They were up t h e r e  a very  s h o r t  per iod  of time. 

A. I don' t  remember them l i v i n g  t h e r e  b u t  then,  1 f o r g e t  a lot of 
things.  

Q. Okay. Le t ' s  see now. ~ e t ' s  exp lo re  a l i t t l e  b i t  i n  ances t ry  here.  
Now, how a r e  you descendent from John T. Jones? Can you desc r ibe  t h e  
l i n e a g e  in any way?* 

A. John T. Jones would have been my g r e a t ,  g r e a t  grandfather .  My g r e a t  
grandmother was H a r r i e t  Jones. And she  marr ied a Frankl in  Rhoads and 
then a Dick Ferriman. The second time. And t h a t  was my g r e a t  grand- 
mother and she  was John T. Jones'  e l d e s t  ch i ld .  

Q. Okay. Now, t h a t  was your grandmother, you say? 

A. That was my g r e a t  grandmother. 

. Q. Great grandmother. And then,  who was your grandmother on t h a t  . . . 
A. Cather ine  Rhoads Peeples.  Then she  marr ied Henry Peeples.  They 
had t h i s  one, she  had t h i s  one daughter.  Only c h i l d  she  had. 

Q. Okay. So, now l e t ' s  see.  John McKee Peeples.  Catherine married 
which Peeples? Was t h a t  . . . 
A. No, she  marr ied John ~ c ~ e e ' s  son. 

Q. Okay. And what was h i s  name? 

A. That was Henry. 

Q. Henry. 

A. Henry Maxwell. 

Q. Okay. Were t h e r e  Peeples  i n  t h a t  a r e a  be fo re  John McKee o r  d i d  he 
come in,  was he t h e  f i r s t  Peeples  t o  a r r i v e  i n  t h i s  a r e a ?  

A. A s  f a r  as I know, back as f a r  as I know, he was. I don' t  know of 
anybody far ther  back than  t h a t .  Now, wa i t  a minute. There 's  a William 
Peeples, who might have been h i s  f a t h e r ,  t h a t ' s  bur ied  up he re  on Buck 
H i l l .  

* 
Mrs. Logsdon's response t o  t h i s  is somewhat confusing,  See t h e  

next  page f o r  a diagram of t h e  l i n e a g e  t o  which she  r e f e r s .  [_ED: 
















