
Preface 

This manuscript is the product of taperecorded interviews conducted by 
Ernst Giesecke for the Oral History Office onOctober 6, 1976. Linda 
Jett transcribed the tapes and edited the transcript. 

Elden Lichty was born in Missouri in 1900. He obtain4 his bachelor's 
degree fran Northeast Missouri State Teacher's College in Kirksville, 
Missouri in 1928, having been teaching in Missouri for ten years prior to 
that t irne. In 1929 k. Lichty received his master's degree frcrn the 
University of Missouri and started the junior college in Wcatine, Iowa 
where he became professor of psychology. Starting in 1943 he served t m  
years as superintendent of schools in Sweet Springs, Missouri and four 
years as principal of the Elementary Training School at Illinois State 
Normal University in Normal, Illinois. In 1951 Mr. Lichty started a 
program for preparation of Illinois junior college teachers. This progran 
was one of five in the United States arzd the first in Illinois. In this 
manoir, Mr. Lichty discusses his educational background and his role in 
the developent of junior colleges in Illinois. 

Readers of the oral historymamir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken mrd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not 
respormible for the factual accuracy of the mamix, nor for views expressed 
therein; these are for the reader to judge, 

The manwcript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reprduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without pemission in mi ting fran the Oral History Off ice, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243, 
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Elden Lichty, Normal, Illinois, October 6, 1976, 

Ernst Giesecke, Interviewer, 

Q: Dr. Lichty, for suneone who was born in Missouri, however, this is a 
little unusual, isn't it, to have devotd a career, a lifetime, a major 
part of your career to higher education in the state of Illinois? 

A: Well, I might explain that this way. h4y interest in junior college 
started in 1929, when I helped to start the junior college in Wcatine, 
Iowa. I becane quite interested in the rrwrvamnt frun then on. In 1940, 
I attended my first national meeting of the American Association of 
Junior Colleges, in St. Louis, Missouri. 

Q: We1 1, your interes t then does go way back, doean' t it? 

A: Yes. I have been in it most of the time, for forty years. 

Q: Well, before w e  get into that, let's talk just a little bit about 
your o m  background. I wuld assune fran your nane, and I speak now as 
one bearing a thorough dramatic handle, that you are possibly descedant 
of Geman stock? 

A: That's right. My great-grandfather cane franGermany. I was born in 
Missouri, in 1900, I attended the elemmtary and high school in Missouri, 
I started teaching at the age of 16, in a one-roan country school, 

Q: For goodness sakes! Really? 

A: Yes. Yes, Having had only tm years of high school education at 
that time, but I succeeded in getting my bachelor's degree frcm Northeast 
Missouri State Teacher's College inKirksville, Missouri in 1928. I have 
been in teaching and administrative mrk in Missouri for ten years, In 
1929, I receivedmymaster's degree frcm the University of Missouri and 
went M i a t e l y  to the junior college mrk in the state of Iowa. 

Q: I'm interested in the shift that you made here, frun secondary education, 
public school education, to graduate study, I believe you told me, having 
to do with junior college mrk, 

A: I was mrking with Dr. W. W. Carpenter in Missouri, who was a strong 
advocate of the junior college, and once I got in the junior college, Dr. 
Carpenter and I became very good friends and mrked very closely together. 

Q: He was at the University of Missouri, was he? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And he's the one dm got you interested in . . . 
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A: Well, no. I would hardly say that. I got interested in it by being 
employed in it. 

A: After I was employed in it, then I started wrking onrny doctoral 
work with Dr. Carpenter and Dr. Capps, A. G. Capps, C-A-P-P-S, also 
working at the University of Missouri in Missouri. 

Q: Yes, okay. 

A: They both gave me a lot of encouragement in the junior college field, 
and I vmrked very closely with than through my doctoral work, in my 
research in the field of terminal education in the junior colleges in 
I-. 

Q: By terminal education, what did the tern . . . 
A: Occupational education. 

Q: Yes, okay. 

A: We were just beginning to set up the occupational program at that 
time, and rananber, Dr. Eels w s  the executive secretary of the A.A.J.C. 

Q: 'Ihat's Dr. Walter Eels, right? 

A: Yes. He was just beginning to push the occupaticrnal education in the 
junior college area. 

Q: Yes. 

A: And we in Iowa, became quite interested in it at that time, in about 
the late thirties and early forties. He had secured sane national grants 
for research and occupational fields in the junior college, and I became 
quite interested in it. 

Q: He was president of the A.A.J.C.? 

A: Negative. Director. kecutive director, executive secretary of the 
A.A. J .C, 

Q: Okay, fine. Well, that's very interesting. Did you take the master's 
degree in junior college? 

A: No. h4y master's degree is in school achinistration. 

Q: Yes. Yes. Did you, at that time, have in mind to go into achinistration, 
when you got the degree? 

A: Yes. Yes, I thought I muld. 

Q: Yes. Let's . . . what was the attraction, what . . . 
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A: Well, let's see, I got my master's in 1929, spring of 1929, and in 
the fall of 1929, I went into the junior college mrk, so fran there on, 
I was interested in the junior college. 

Q: Well, you =re interested in the hinistrative end, rather than in 
the teaching end? 

I A: Well, I was a teacher in the junior college. I taught psychology. 

I Q: Yes. Oh, yaw undergraduate wrk m s  in psychology? 

I A: No. 

I Q: No? 

A: I had a good bit of psychology, but I was really a school adninistration 
major , 

Q: I see. 

A:  Then in 1943, I left the junior college and mnt to Missouri again, 
as superintendent of schools, for tm years. Then I cax~:  aver here in 
1945. 

Q: Okay, 6 u l d  w hold up an that for just amanent? Newtown, Missouri, 
what kind of ccmnuni ty was this, fanning? 

A: Very small, little rural cammnity. My father was a rural mail 
carr i er . 

A: I had no intention of ever getting a college degree &en I went 
though elementary and high school, I have three brothers, a1 1 older 
than I, and none of than have a high school diplana, had a high school 
diplama. 

I Q: Oh, really. 

A: Because at that time, they just didn't go to high school. 

I Q: Sure, Sure. 

A: As a matter of fact, I entered the first class in high school in our 
little tom there. 

A: Started the high school the year I was ready for it. 

Q: 1'11 be darned, 1'11 be darned. 

A: It was more by accident that I got into that, and once I got into it, 
I kept going. Then when I started college, why I was interested, like 
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most people, I thought if I got the bachelor's degree, that was as far as 
I muld go. Then h e n  I got the bachelor's degree, I umnted the mster's, 
and when I got the master's, I wanted the doctor's. (laughter) 

Q: Was your fnnily strongly supportive of the idea of education? 

A: Yes. Yes, I'd say they were. And my wife was very much interested 
in rm going ahead, and contributed a great deal toward my getting &ad. 

Q: Okay. Nm, what kind of things did you do, what was the nature of 
your work in Muscatine, from 1929 to 1943? 

A: I was professor of psychology and in charge of the psychology department. 
I've always dabbled a little in athletics. I w s  director of athletics 
for the junior college. I've alwys been, more or less, interested in 
the athletics prograns, and that's been a side line, of course. 

Q: Sure, sure. 

A: Wzt I did a little coaching, but primarily I was professor of psychology. 

Q: mat kind of students went to the junior college in those days, what 
were they looking for? 

A: Well, w had somewhat of a mixture. We had sane students that were 
there to get their first two years to go on to the university. We had 
sane very good students, and then we had sane that weren't so good. They 
were there because the junior college was handy, and they went to the 
junior college, We had a cross section, I muld say, of the student 
ppulation, some good and stme bad. We had a anal1 student body-sine only 
had around a hundred or a hundred and fifty students--but a nunber of our 
junior college graduates went on to the university and becane professional 
men. There are nm, in Muscatine, I-, I muld say four or five lawyers, 
tw or thee doctors, business men who graduated fran our junior college. 

Q: I '1 1 bet you enjoy going back there. 

A: Indeed I do, and they are very nice boys, very nice people. 

Q: Now, you started to  mention when you came to Illinois in 1943 when I 
interrupted you while ago, That MS a delightful story, and I invite you 
to ccmnent cm i t , i f you wuld please. 

A: Well, I came to Illinois in 1945, as the principal of the Elementary 
Training School. 

Q: Is that what it m s  called? 

A: Yes. Elamntaqr Training School. I was here only a year . . . 
Q: &cuse me just a minute. What was this university called? 

A: ISNU, Illinois State Nonnal University. 
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Q: ISNU. Okay. Okay, for one year. 

A: No, I was principal for four years. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: bt, at the end of one year, I went to the dean of the university, 
and asked if I might have a class in the university, along with my principalship. 
I was itrmediately told that I would have to teach the junior college 
course because I had had training and qerience in the junior college, 
Again, I found myself back in the junior college field. (laughter) 

Q: It was destiny. 

A: I started teaching the junior college course in 1946. In 1947, I 
went to the A.A.J.C. meting, again in St. Louis, and there they were 
asking for graduate schools to prepare junior college teachers. 

Q: Yes. 

A: &I my return hane, I talked to the president about the meeting. He 
imnediately instructedme to set up a progrm for the preparation of 
junior college teachers in Illinois. I started that progran in 1951; it 
was apprwed by our board and becatne the first such progran in the state 
of Illinois and one of five that were started that year in the United 
States. 

Q: Is that right? Was this a progran designed for teachers primarily? 

A: Right, right. W e n  Ray Young cane to the University of Illinois, 
about 1955, 1954, we got together, and Ray was going to prepare junior 
college hinistrators, and we were going to prepare junior college 
teachers. After a time, our program grew to the place where me did 
prepare junior college &inistrators, and the University of Illinois did 
prepare junior college teachers, But as long as Ray m s  at the University 
of Illinois, m e  more or less had an understanding that it muld be . . . 
he mid do the hinistrative mrk, and m muld prepare the teachers. 

Q: Were these the only tvm centers? 

A: At that time, they were, Sane started later at Southern, and later 
at Northern, 

Q: Yes. Yes. 

A: But at this time, we Ere the first ones to start it, and one of five 
in the United States. One was started at George Peabody College in 
Tennessee, one in Washingtow-S. V. Margaroti started in the state of 
Washington. One in the Teacher's College in Colmbia University, and one 
in Texas. 

Q: Your president here, at that time, was who? 
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A: Fairchild. 

Q: Oh, yes. bbert, wasn't it? 

A: Raymond. 

Q: Raymond Fairchild, that's right. And, he recognized the importance 
of this new phencmenon . . . 
A: Very much. 

Q: . . . and encouraged you to do sanething about it. 
A: Right. 

Q: What about the attitude? As I recall, Ray Y o w  probably had the 
same kind of experience over in Urbana. 

A: Both progrms--both here and at Illinois--re met with a lot of 
opposition. 

Q: Frcm within the university, you mean? 

A: Right, right. The prevailing notion was that a junior college was 
simply a place to offer the first tw years of college education, and 
many people felt that we were hurting the university, by offering the 
first tm years in the junior college. In spite of the fact that we told 
them the university muld continue to grcw and muld grawmore through 
transfers to the upper years than it mould lose as freshen, which praved 
to be true. It was a long time before m e  had very much support frcm 
anybody on the faculty at Illinois State University. 

Q: Could you roughly identify the perid of years, the five year period, 
when this began to change a little bit? 

A: Really, it didn't begin to change until about the early sixties, when 
we began talking about the junior college as a dual purpose institution. 

Q: oh, yes. Yes. 

A: After the 1964 law, of course, made it a part of higher education, 
many of our col leagues came around to see that junior college had a place 
in the whole hierarchy of higher education, but it was sluiv in caning. 
Wk didn't acccmplish it until . . . really, until the larw was passed in 
1965. 

Q: Well, change canes so hard. 

A: Right. Well, there =re many people--and there are still a lot of 
people--\lirho feel that the junior colleges rob the universities, and that 
they are in curpetition with the universities. 

Q: And they're the cheapened version of the university? 
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A: Right. In spite of all that we tell than, that it was a dual purpose 
institution, it had to offer both curricula, and it had to be , . . had 
to have the preparatory function, because there were many youngsters in 
every carmunity who could get a four year education by taking tm of it 
at hane and then going away for the other tw. Who otherwise muldnlt 
have had it, 

Q: Were you the onlymder of the faculty here with so focused an 
interest in the camnuzity or cause of the junior college? 

A: Yes, for awhile, I was. 

Q: You did all of the teaching? 

A: That's right. 

Q: Could you characterize or could you sketch sane of the ideas, the 
things that you thought to acccmplish by means of this progran? 

A: Well, my main purpose was to teach the functions of the junior college. 
The guidance functions, place in guidance, its place in occupational 
education, and its place in the prepartory function, To give the student 
a background of what kind of institution it MS. I had a syllabus consisting 
of ten units dealing with the purposes and functions of the caraunity 
college. Then I had a course that I called "Teaching In The Camnrnity 
College," which was, more or less, a mthods course hich attempted to 
show the difference between secondary mthods and elementary, or junior 
college methods, 

Q: Yes, Yes. 

A: Then we had a seninar course, which varied frcm year to year, and 
dealt with the current prob1m-s of the junior college, whatever we see as 
a current problm. It could be legislation, the next year it could be 
curriculun, the next year it could be samthing else, but the whole 
purpose of it was to give the student a backgraund of the institution in 
which he wm going to mrk. 

Q: Did the people--the practitioners in the existing colleges--did they 
take an active and a supportive interest in what you m x e  doing? 

A: Very definitely. I found that after the first year, by 1950, I had 
established relationships with the Illinois Association of Junior Colleges, 
and every one of them was strongly back of our progran. I don't think we 
had any opposition there at all. They appreciated what we were trying to 
do for the junior colleges, and if I do say it, I think m had the bast 
relationship with the junior colleges through the 1950's and 1960's of 
any institution in Illinois. 

Q: I can only cmfim that impression, I don't have the intimate knowledge 
that you do, but certainly this is the inpression I've gotten. 

A: Well, we had a lot of support fran the ackninistrators of the junior 
col leges. I wm call ed on many t imes to speak to junior coll ege faculties 
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and to students in the junior college, and I met with the actninistrators 
at all of their meetings-I very seldcm missed a meeting of the adninistrators - 
of the junior colleges--served as their consultant and helped any way I 
could, and they -re a great help to me, 

Q: I knw that you =re long, and still are, widely knm in the state 
as being really-I think the term, or the title that was conferred upon 
yau at various times was "Dean of w i t y  College Professors." 

A: Well, I think that was probably far-fetched because there were others 
in it too, but I am proud of the relationship we have with the junior 
college people because they came to our rescue in good shape. Various 
t imes they told President Fairchild and President Bone that they were 
very appreciative of the efforts we had, We used to have msst all of the 
meetings of the state association sere held here on our canpus. In our 
centennial year, 1957, we had the Northcentral Association, the Council 
of Junior College Northcentral . . . Northcentral Council met on our 
canpus. We had an outstanding progran. We had leaders fran all over the 
northcentral region, and sane frcm outside the region, and everybody told 
me it was canparable of one of our national meetings. 

Q: That's certainly very nice. Can m . . . is there s u m  way in which 
you could give sam kind of an estimate, or statanent regarding the 
nmber of teachers with whm you came in contact? I realize this is an 
utterly wild and nreaningless . . . 
A: Do you mean that m e  prepared? 

Q: Yes, the ccmrtunity college people-hcwmany of your people are out in 
the field? 

A: Well, at one time, when I left the canpus in 1970, we hadmore junior 
college administrators than any other university in the state. 

Q: Yes. 

A: It muld be hard to estimate the ramber that have gone out fran here 
to teach in junior colleges. We have sent than not only in the state, 
but outside the state. We had one boy who came fran Maryland, fran 
Baltimore, to study junior college with us. I had mt his dean, the 
president, in one of our national meetings. %en this boy wanted to do 
his doctoral vmrk, he says, go to Illinois State University to do 
it*" 

Q: There are certain other aspects of your service as a teacher, and as 
a sort of intellectual leader and conceptualizer--is that a fair way to 
express the role that you tried to play in the total state scene, as a 
teacher? 

A: Well, I think so. I looked upon the junior college hinistrator as 
my colleagues, and I wrked with them very closely. My administration 
was very nice to me, in the sense that they gave DE permission to attend 
all the meetings and paid my expenses and took care of me that way. I 
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becane m e  of the junior college people. I recall one time when I was in 
a junior college administrators meeting. (tape stopped) 

Q: I've been trying to formulate sane suggestions here, to mhich you 
might respond and give me sane kind of a quantitative measure-not that 
quantity says anything at all, I recognize that--but viewing the state as 
a whole. 

A: Well, I muld say that of the tmnty to thirty, thirty-five, who took 
the progran, that probably not more than half of than m n t  into junior 
college teaching. 

Q: This is an annual, twenty-five year . . . 
A: Yes, 

Q: , , . okay, not just one time, okay. All right. 

A: But, many of than couldn't find jobs in the junior college, and many 
of than didn't want it. Many of them took it simply because they were 
secondary majors, and they wanted the viewpoint of the junior college. 
They didnl t intend to go inta it. 

Q: This is tremendous, if you had roughly, say twenty to thirty students 
in your progran each year. 

A: I usually had--I've had up as far as forty-tvm, I think, but then 
that was unusual. Surmertime m s  usually a big progran because teachers 
cane in, secondary teachers mrking on their graduate mrk, and they cane 
in and took junior college course. Marry of than, as I say, took it only 
to find out sanething about the junior college, didnl t intend to teach 
the junior college. 

Q: Sure. Sure, Then in time, you also added to that program for teachers 
that mrk for the administrators. 

A: Right, right. That started about 1961, when the school actainistration 
division was started here, Department of School Actninistration, 

Q: Oh, yes. 

A: Dr. Prince and Dr, Hubbard cane about that time, they started that. 
Then we began preparing people, with doctor's degrees, for the aclninistrative 
posts. 

Q: When did the doctorate progran begin in actninistration? I've forgotten. 

A: h u t  1960, 1961. 

Q: Okay. I was at the University of Chicago at that time, and I used 
to--in the graduate school of education--and I began establishing contacts 
there during that time with people in these various fields, 
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A: That was one of the reasons we didn't go into the preparation of 
administrators earlier, because vie didn't offer the doctor degree, and I 
hew that the time was caning the doc tor degree was going to be a must 
for the junior college aclninistrator. 

Q: Sure. Sure. 

A: So I didn't want to fool with it as long as we =re limited to the 
master's degree level. 

Q: Well, &en you got going in the doctoral progran, did you then find a 
greater interest in contributing to such a progran, on the part of , . . 
A: Oh, yes. Oh, yes, definitly. 

Q: , . , other departments within the university? 
A: And the department of educational hinistration was very strong for 
it. 

Q: Yes, they wuld be. 

A: They cane out strongly for it. 

Q: Naw, I keep running into people--my wrk has been mainly at the 
university level until I cane to Sangarmn where I began mrking very 
closely with the cmmuni ty col leges--but I keep running into ISU-trained 
people in positions in , , , with a doctorate degree, in camntnity colleges, 
in universities, and so on. There must have been quite a slew of then. 

A: Yes, m've turned out quite a nunber. I don't know howmany, but we 
were turning them out four or five a year all through the sixties, and of 
course, that m s  the t h  whm the junior college mwaaent was really 
beginning to boan, and many of than were interested. Dr. Klause down at 
Shawee College . . . 
Q: Oh, yes. What's his first nane? 

A: Loren, LQ-R-E-N. 

Q: Yes, yes. 

A: Dr. Klause cane wer and took my course. He had no intention of 
being a junior college hinistrator. 

Q: Oh, really. Yes, he w s  a secondary school man. 

A: He was a public school man, and he intended to stay in superintendent's 
work, and after taking my course, he decided he'd go into junior college 
administration. (laughter) 

Q: He's apite a man, I've visited him d m  at , . . 
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A: He's done a wonderful job, and his college is one of the finest in 
the state, in the sense that it's meeting the needs of its ccmnunity. 

Q: This is the very strong impression that I cane away with fran there: 
that he has really taken the idea of the ccmrunity college and has applied 
a meaningful way . . . 
A: He h e w  what it was to be in the camnmity, and he found a camnvlity 
that was ready for it. He fit right in there, and he's done a wonderful 
job selling it to the ccrmunity, and the ccrmnmity was just ready to buy 
it. 

Q: Right, right. Now, I found it very exciting--that's twice now that 
I've been d m  there to visit him, and I've enjoyed it tremendously. 

A: Well, I've been down there . . . I spoke to his faculty a nunber of 
tims when he first started dowin there. Ray Young and I mere d m  there 
one time. Jim Thorton, frm California, and I were there one time for 
his wrkshop, in the fa1 1. 

Q: Now, this hits the high spots--at least sane of the high spots--of 
your contribution here in Illinois, and don't pretend for a minute this 
is exhausted. I want to say for the record here, that this is simply a 
brief surmary of highlights of your career. You also became quite active 
on the national scene, Elden. When did that begin? 

A: That started in the early fifties. I, of course, attended all the 
meetings, and I was appointed to the curriculun cmittee. I worked on 
the curriculun cannittee. I mrked on the personnel camittee, and in 
those days it was rather unusual for than to appoint university people to 
their cmittee system 

Q: It still is. (laughter) 

A: &cause they still felt that junior college should be run by junior 
college people. 

Q: Etight, right, 

A: k t  I made many very valuable contacts in that national association, 
and we had . , , I becane a maher of those camittees, served on the 
carmittees, and Berkhymer and I were on the cmittee that drew up the 
little legislative handbook fox the establisbt of junior colleges in - 

1962. was one of the guide1 in&, probably had the 
widest circulation of any junior college publication that's ever been - - 
published in the United states. 

Q: Really! 

A: It was printed by the thousands of copies and distributed to board 
mabers and faculty and teachers in junior colleges. 

Q: About what year did that . . . 
































































