
Preface  

This  manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted by 
Henry Russel f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce  on November 28, 1980. Linda 
Jett t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Tim Jones e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  M r .  
Lewis reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

M r .  Robert Lewis was born i n  Auburn, I l l i n o i s  i n  1905. He is a r e t i r e d  
employee of t h e  F i r s t  Nat iona l  Bank. M r .  Lewis joined t h e  F i r s t  Congregational 
Church i n  1947. H e  has  served as t h e  chairman of t h e  Board of Trus tees ,  
Board of Deacons, New England d inner  and a p u l p i t  committee. M r .  Lewis 
a l s o  has served on t h e  sanc tuary ,  r e l i g i o u s  educat ion and music committees. 
A t  t h e  time t h i s  i n t e rv i ew was conducted, he w a s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  church 
cho i r .  

Henry Russel is an  employee of I l l i n o i s  B e l l  Telephone. He is a part-t ime 
s tuden t  a t  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  majoring i n  His tory .  H e  has  been 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h i s  own church's h i s t o r y  f o r  many years .  He  undertook t h i s  
p r o j e c t  because he f e l t  t h a t  cap tu r ing  h i s  church 's  h i s t o r y  by doing 
numerous in te rv iews  of people whose membership spans a per iod before  t h e  
f i r e  of 1956 u n t i l  t h e  p re sen t  t ime would g ive  t h e  l i s t e n e r  and reader  a 
more comprehensive view of t h e  t o t a l i t y  of church membership. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t he  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conve r sa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  not  
respons ib le  for t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the memoir, nor  f o r  views expressed 
the re in ;  t hese  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical 
without permission i n  wr i t i ng  from t h e  Ora l  His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Robert Lewis, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  November 28, 1980. 

Henry Russel,  In te rv iewer .  

Q: M r .  Lewis, when did you j o i n  F i r s t  Congregational Church and why? 

A: To my knowledge I joined F i r s t  Congregational Church A p r i l  1 7 ,  1947. 
We joined the  church because we l i k e d  t h e  people we had become acquainted 
with and we l i k e d  t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  we found he re  and we f e l t  l i k e  t h i s  
would be our church home. 

Q: What church had you been a f f i l i a t e d  wi th  before  you joined F i r s t  
Congregational Church? 

A: I w a s  bapt ized i n  t h e  Auburn Presbyter ian  Church, a t tended  t h e r e  
f a i t h f u l l y  u n t i l  coming t o  Spr ing f i e ld  in 1925, and continued t h e r e  u n t i l  
f i nd ing  a church home i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q: Who was t h e  min i s t e r  of F i r s t  Congregational when you joined? 

A: Records show t h a t  was Reverend E. E. Manes. 

Q :  In t h e  e a r l y  days of your membership are t h e r e  some events  o r  a c t i v i t i e s  
t h a t  s tand  out  i n  your mind a s  being important t o  t h e  l i f e  of t h e  church? 

A: Well, I remember d i s t i n c t l y  s e rv ing  as t h e  chairman f o r  t h e  New 
England d inner  o r  Fo re fa the r ' s  Day which was very  important i n  my mind. 
And I remember t h a t  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  evening on which t h i s  was held  t h a t  my 
speaker  w a s  coming i n  by a i r  and we had an  i c e  storm. And I was very 
worried up u n t i l  the l a s t  minute t h a t  my program wouldn't be t h e r e  but he 
made i t  and every th ing  turned out  a l l  r i g h t .  The only important t h ing  of 
course was our i n t e r e s t  i n  t h e  Congregational Church c h o i r  and t h e  people 
we  found i n  t h e  church cho i r .  Of course we're no t  i n  Sunday School so  we 
weren't  involved with t h e  a d u l t  Sunday School. 

Q: Have you eve r  been a member of t h e  couples  group a t  church? 

A: Well, we became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  married peoples c lub  p r i o r  t o  our  
j o in ing  t h e  church because of our f r i e n d s h i p  wi th  some of those  people 
and t h e r e f o r e  were even tua l ly  asked t o  j o i n  t h e  group and f i n a l l y  t h e  
church. 

Q: Do you remember some of t he  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  you d id  i n  Married Peoples 
Club? 

A: No, I don ' t  t h i n k  so .  Except I know we went t o  va r ious  people 's  
homes. I don ' t  remember any of t he  t r i p s .  It seemed like we went t o  t h e  
Gardner farm one t i m e .  But 1 don ' t  remember anything e l s e  about it. 
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Q: Have t h e r e  been any humorous i n c i d e n t s  i n  your a s s o c i a t i o n s  a t  church 
t h a t  a r e  r e c a l l a b l e  and r epea t ab le  t h a t  you might want t o  sha re?  

A: No, I don ' t  t h ink  so .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  anything humorous. 

Q: What about s t a f f i n g  i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s  compared t o  now? What 
kind of s t a f f  d id  we have? 

A: Of course,  t h e  min i s t e r .  There w a s  no t  such a th ing  as an a s s i s t a n t  
min i s t e r  t o  my knowledge. The church s e c r e t a r y  and I r e c a l l  t h a t  sometimes 
t h e r e  had been volunteer  s e c r e t a r y s  such a s  Louise M i l l e r  and Nan Spindel  
and then I be l i eve  a f t e r  M r .  Janes '  dea th  t h a t  h i s  s is ter- in- law took t h e  
job. I t h i n k  they d id  have people who ac t ed  i n  behalf of t h e  young 
people but  I don ' t  t h ink  they were a paid s t a f f .  Names escape me r i g h t  
now about t he  s t a f f .  Of course they had a j a n i t o r  person t h a t  f i r e d  t h e  
furnace. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  a l l  t h e r e  was. 

Q: Did l a y  people c a r r y  much of t h e  load i n  t h e  f o r t i e s  and f i f t i e s  
then? 

A: I ' d  say  they c a r r i e d  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t h e  load.  

Q: Have you ever  been on a p u l p i t  committee? 

A: Yes, t h r e e  t imes. 

Q: Do you remember whose they were? 

A: W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  man we s e l e c t e d  fol lowing Reverend Manes would no t  
s e rve  i n  t h e  church because p r i o r  t o  h i s  coming t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  he had a 
h e a r t  a t t a c k .  A t  t he  moment I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of h i s  name but  i t  can be 
found. Af te r  t h a t  t h e  church organized t h e  p u l p i t  committee and we 
s t a r t e d  again.  And I served on t h i s  committee and a t  t h a t  t i m e  we s e l e c t e d  
Reverend Janes.  Following h i s  dea th  the  committee was reorganized and I 
w a s  named i ts chairman and w e  went back t o  work and a t  tha t  time the  
committee s e l e c t e d  D r .  Myers. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  t h e  only p u l p i t  committees 
I ' v e  served on. 

Q: Being t he  chairman of a p u l p i t  committee what a r e  some of t he  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  t h a t  go along with t h a t ?  

A: Well, t he  main th ing  i n  my opinion is g e t t i n g  t h e  dec i s ion  of the  
members of t h a t  committee. O f  course i t  w a s  necessary t o  f i n d  out  t h e  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of t he  man, h i s  experience,  h i s  background, h i s  age,  a l l  
about  him and a l s o  making comparisions with o t h e r  men whom we had information 
on. And f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  a dec i s ion  by members of t he  committee by dec id ing  
on t h i s  one ind iv idua l  t o  s e rve  t h e  church. We were not  charged with t h e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of s e l e c t i n g  two men f o r  t h e  church t o  decide on. We were 
t o  s e l e c t  one man. And he would e i t h e r  be approved o r  disapproved by t h e  
church body. 

Q: I f  I mention t h e  d a t e  Monday, November 11, 1956 what comes t o  your 
mind? 
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A: Well, Monday--I don ' t  be l i eve  t h a t  d a t e  is r i g h t .  I t h i n k  the  11th 
w a s  a Sunday. I t h i n k  it was t h e  12th  which was Monday i n  1956, w a s  t h e  
day the  church burned. I r e c a l l  very w e l l  I was working f o r  t he  F i r s t  
Nat ional  Bank which was only a few blocks away from t h e  church. And some 
of my f r i e n d s  came by and s a i d ,  "Bob, your church is on f i r e . "  And I 
thought perhaps it  is but  somebody w i l l  t ake  c a r e  of it. And about  
f i f t e e n ,  twenty minutes later somebody e l s e  came back and s a i d ,  "Bob, 
your church is on f i r e . "  I had a customer and cou ldn ' t  do much about it. 
About ha l f  an hour more someone e l s e  came and s a i d ,  "Your church is on 
f i r e , "  and about t h a t  t i m e  I thought I should go. And I walked down t h e  
s t r e e t  t o  t h e  corner  of Edwards and F i f t h  and i t  was on f i r e .  And it  
burned up. 

Q: Did you f e e l  a t  any po in t  t h a t  t h e  bui ld ing  would be saved? 

A: Not when I go t  t he re .  There w a s  no ques t ion  but  what i t  was going t o  
burn up. 

Q: Was t h e r e  any ques t ion  about any of t h e  surrounding bu i ld ings  burning 
such a s  t h e  Knights of Columbus bui ld ing  t o  t h e  e a s t  o r  ac ros s  t h e  s t r e e t ,  
t h e  Vachel Lindsay Home? 

A: I don ' t  th ink  t h e r e  w a s  much thought about t h e  Vachel Lindsay Home 
burning but  t h e  house next  door on t h e  south which was made of wood and 
n o t  too  f a r  away, they poured l o t s  of water on t h a t  home. The Knights of 
Columbus bui ld ing  was made of b r i c k  and t h e r e  wasn't  t oo  much danger.  
Although they kept  them both watered down p r e t t y  good and they a c t u a l l y  
d i d  not  s u f f e r  any damage t o  my knowledge. 

Q: Do you r e c a l l  what your f e e l i n g s  were when you s a w  t h e  church on 
f i r e ?  

A: Yes, I was r e a l l y  depressed.  I thought of a l l  t h e  e f f o r t  we pu t  i n t o  
remodeling and we j u s t  a t  t h e  time had decided t o  buy a new organ. Of 
course we d i d n ' t  have t h e  organ y e t  bu t  we had a $40,000 campaign on hand 
t o  bu i ld  t h e  organ. And t h i s  f i r e  came before  t h e  organ of course  was 
i n s t a l l e d .  But I thought,  "Well, looks  t o  me l i k e  we're going t o  have t o  
start over." And everybody was g r e a t l y  d i s t r e s s e d  a t  t h e  l o s s  of t h e  
remodeled sanc tuary  and everything we had done t o  improve t h e  church. 

Q :  Do you remember any conversa t ions  with o t h e r s  and how they f e l t ?  

A: I don ' t  t h ink  so. Everybody f e l t  p r e t t y  bad t h e  day of t h e  f i r e  b u t  
a f te rwards  when we began t o  g e t  organized,  I w i l l  say t h i s .  I served as 
chairman of t he  Board of Trus t ees  t o  raise t h e  budget a long about  t h a t  
time. And I r e c a l l  having a 3 percent  i nc rease  i n  t h e  budget. And we 
had a very hard t i m e  of r a i s i n g  t h a t  money. But when t h e  church burned 
down, t h e  church becam very  much uni ted  and money w a s  everywhere. They 
r a i s e d  t h e  amount requi red  and i n  a l i t t l e  whi le  and everybody was looking 
forward then  t o  r ebu i ld ing  t h e  church. I r e c a l l  too  t h a t  i t  was decided 
t o  f i n d  out where t h e  members l i v e d .  I remember them tak ing  a map and 
p u t t i n g  i n  p i n s  f o r  every member. And we decided t h a t  most of our  members 
l i v e d  in t he  southwest p a r t  of town and t h e r e f o r e  t h e  church should go i n  
t h e  southwest p a r t  of town. And I be l i eve  a committee was appointed t o  



Robert Lewis 4 

f ind  a s i t e ,  and a t  t h a t  time the  old s i t e  was put up f o r  s a l e .  I bel ieve  
the  telephone company bought i t  and I th ink the  p r i ce  was $40,000. 

Q: Do you remember i f  the  cause of the  f i r e  was ever discovered? 

A: No, I don' t  th ink  so. I th ink they thought the  Eire s t a r t e d  i n  what 
used t o  be the  old coa l  room where they had thrown boxes and c r a t e s  and 
things of t h a t  kind because the  furnace was formerly a coal  burning 
furnace and then it was converted t o  gas. And therefore  the  coal  room 
became a junk place and I bel ieve  i t  was s t a r t e d  i n  there .  

Q: Was anything salvaged from the  f i r e ?  

A: Yes. I remember, and the  h i s t o r y  shows, t h a t  a  communion s e t  was 
salvaged. I do remember another thing t h a t  was salvaged and t h a t  is  the  
candelabra t h a t ' s  i n  t h i s  church, i t  was p a r t  of the  old church. And 
when I was the chairman who bought those th ings  i n  memory o f ,  1'm not 
sure  a t  the  moment. Those were bought i n  the  memory of someone, And 
they did not  burn and they ' re  s t i l l  i n  t h i s  new church. I remember some 
of the  pews d i d  not  burn, p a r t i c u l a r l y  on the  back end. I remember 
seeing some of the  old c o l l e c t i o n  p l a t e s  t h a t  were burned but not  e n t i r e l y .  
In  f a c t ,  I have one t h a t  shows the f i r e  having burned p a r t  of it. I 
th ink they salvaged pots ,  pans and same cooking th ings ,  d ishes  and I 
believe some c h a i r s  and t a b l e s  t h a t  were not  under the  main p a r t  of the  
church. I bel ieve  the re  were some records saved. I bel ieve  D r .  Myers 
l o s t  h i s  l ib ra ry .  I bel ieve  the re  was some music saved because we did  
have some anthems t h a t  showed where the  f i r e  had been i n  the  l i b r a r y .  
That 's  about a l l  I can r e c a l l .  

Q: Were many o f f e r s  extended t o  our church f o r  use of f a c i l i t i e s  while 
we were without a  building? 

A: Many. Right away the  B'Rith Sholom extended an i n v i t a t i o n  while the 
f i r e  w a s  going on. And I bel ieve  the  next Wednesday night  which was t o  
be a fellowship supper, was held i n  the  Temple and the  f i r e d  occured on 
Monday. And I ' m  su re  the  church used t h a t  building the  next Sunday f o r  
i t s  services .  I r e c a l l  using the  basement of the  F i r s t  Presbyterian 
Church, the  F i r s t  Chr i s t i an  Church, t h e  Lutheran Church on Monroe S t r e e t ,  
the  Westminster Church and many homes f o r  committee meetings. And our 
cho i r  rehearsa ls  were held a t  seve ra l  d i f f e r e n t  places. W e  used the  
Masonic Temple. And t h a t ' s  about a l l  I can think of .  

Q: Why was t h e  Temple chosen over a l l  these  extensions of o f f e r s  from 
o the r  churches? 

A: We're t a lk ing  about the  B'Rith Sholom Temple? 

Q: Right. 

A: Well, the  Rabbi the re  had always been a very good f r i end  of the  
Congregational Church and i n  f a c t ,  t h e  Rabbi was t o  be the  speaker a t  the  
fel lowship supper t h a t  was t o  be held on t h a t  following Wednesday night .  
And I remember t h a t  he and D r .  Pittman were always good f r i ends  and t h a t  
f r iendship  extended over a long time so  i t  was r a t h e r  l o g i c a l  t h a t  they 
o f f e r  their f a c i l i t i e s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  when they didn ' t use them on Sunday. 
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Their  church s e r v i c e s  a r e  he ld  on a Fr iday  n i g h t  so  t h e i r  f a c i l i t i e s  were 
available on Sunday. 

Q: The very next  Sunday a f t e r  t h e  f i r e  our congregat ion had i ts  s e r v i c e s  
a t  Temple B'Rith Sholom. What was t h a t  morning l i k e ?  

A: Well, t h a t ' s  a d i f f i c u l t  quest ion.  I c a n ' t  hard ly  answer t h a t .  I f  I 
remember r i g h t ,  t h e r e  was a good turnout  of congrega t iona l  people. Of 
course,  t h e  f i r e  was t h e  main s u b j e c t  of conversat ion.  No p l ans  a t  t h a t  
t i m e  had been made t o  bui ld  a new church and s o  everybody was t a l k i n g  
about t h e  f i r e .  But I don ' t  t h ink  t h e r e  was any d e s p a i r  because the  
people r e a l i z e d  t h a t  even tua l ly  we'd have another  one. 

Q: While we were a t  t h e  Temple d id  we pay f o r  any of t h e  s e r v i c e s  we 
used such a s  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  hea t  o r  j a n i t o r i a l  s e r v i c e ?  

A: Can't  answer t h a t .  I don ' t  know. I suppose t h a t  they d id .  I don' t  
know. 

Q: Do you remember any of t h e  d e t a i l s  of t h e  arrangements on use  of t h e  
Temple? 

A: No. No, I had nothing t o  do wi th  i t .  

Q: Were we allowed t o  use  our  Chr i s t i an  symbols a t  t h e  Temple such a s  
t he  c r o s s  o r  br inging  our Bib les  i n?  

A: Well, of course  our  Bible  was brought i n  but  we d i d n ' t  b r ing  any 
symbols i n .  We used t h e i r  audi tor ium j u s t  l i k e  i t  was. In f a c t  we 
d i d n ' t  have hymnals r i g h t  away, we  used a small book. And then  of course ,  
we picked them up and took them wi th  us .  Everything t h a t  we brought i n  
f o r  Sunday we took out  wi th  us  and brought i t  back the  next  Sunday. And 
so ,  we t r i e d  t o  d i s r u p t  t h e i r  s e r v i c e  a s  l i t t l e  a s  poss ib l e .  

Q: How d id  we show our  app rec i a t ion  t o  t h e  Temple when we l e f t ?  

A: Well, t h a t  shows i n  t he  h i s t o r y  book and I can read i t  t o  you. Here 
i t  is. The Temple b u i l t  a new educat ion bui ld ing  south of t h e  B'Rith 
Sholom a t  the  t i m e  we were the re .  They t o r e  t he  c e n t e r  bu i ld ing  down 
which was used f o r  Sunday School. That handicapped us  some f o r  we d i d n ' t  
have a p l ace  f o r  t h e  church c l a s s e s .  But eventua l ly  they b u i l t  a new 
bui ld ing  and i t  says  he re  t h a t ,  "To none was t h e  debt  s o  g r e a t  as t o  t h e  
o f f i c e r s  and congregat ion of t h e  Temple B'Rith Sholom. They would no t  
accept  any renumeration no t  even f o r  t h e  added u t i l i t y  and hea t ing  cost ."  
Maybe t h a t ' s  t h e  answer t o  your ques t ion .  "As a token of app rec i a t ion  of 
a l l  t h e i r  kindness  on t h e  f i r s t  page of t h e  Book of Remembrance i n  t h e  
nar thex  of t he  new church bears  t h i s  i n s c r i p t i o n .  A s  a second expression 
of app rec i a t ion  t h e  congregat ion presented t h e  Temple with a p l a s t e r  base 
r e l i e f  copy of t h e  p a i n t i n g  "Moses and t h e  Prophets" by John Singer  
Sargent.  The work is  42 inches h igh  and 18 f e e t  long. It's c a s t  i n  f i v e  
s e c t i o n s  and is pa in ted  i n  t he  c o l o r s  of t h e  o r i g i n a l  mural i n  t h e  Boston 
Publ ic  Library.  It was i n s t a l l e d  above t h e  en t rance  t o  t h e  assembly h a l l  
of t h e  Temple's new Memorial Building which replaced t h e  o ld  c e n t e r  
house. The ded ica t ion  took p lace  on Friday evening, February 20,  1959 
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during t h e  annual brotherhood week s e r v i c e  when D r .  Myers made the  
p re sen ta t ion  t o  Rabbi Myer M. Abramowitz, who had succeeded Rabbi Satlow." 
I r e c a l l  t h a t .  I was t h e r e  a t  t h a t  time. And of course t h a t  was fol lowing 
t h e  ded ica t ion  of t h e  church he re ,  which I be l i eve  was January 21, 1959. 

Q: How soon a f t e r  t h e  shock of t he  f i r e  d id  t h e  congregat ion take  s t e p s  
necessary t o  p lan  f o r  t h e  f u t u r e ?  

A: Very quickly.  My records  show t h a t  Thursday, November 1 a meeting 
w a s  c a l l e d  t o  o rde r  by t h e  Board of Trus tees  t o  cons ider  t h e  recommendation 
by the  Board of T rus t ees  t h a t  our  church conduct a  c a p i t a l  fund campaign 
f o r  t h e  purpose of providing much needed r e p a i r  and major improvements. 
To confirm t h e  appointment by t h e  Board of Trus tees  of church t r e a s u r e r .  
That occured on November 1, 1956. That would be about t h r e e  weeks before  
t h e  f i r e .  

Q: Okay. So f o r  t he  most p a r t  we had j u s t  f i n i shed  r e fu rb i sh ing  the  old 
church sanctuary.  It burned. So we had t o  s t a r t  another  campaign. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you f e e l  i t  w a s  hard f o r  t h e  congregat ion t o  g e t  up aga in  j u s t  
a f t e r  they  had gone through a hard d r i v e  t o  r e f u r b i s h  t h e  old bui ld ing?  
Was money t i g h t ?  

A: Well, t h e  answer t o  t h a t  I t h i n k  is  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  members of t h i s  
church became f i rmly  uni ted .  They were not  going t o  be defea ted  no 
mat te r  what t h e  c o s t  was, and t h e r e  was a budget s e t ,  necessary funds t o  
be r a i s e d ,  and they met t h e  chal lenge.  I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  th ink .  Concludes 
f i r s t  phase of church r ebu i ld ing  d r ive .  And 1'm looking f o r  a d a t e  here .  
So f a r  cash and pledges repor ted  as $127,459.41 and t h i s  was--I c a n ' t  
a c t u a l l y  g ive  you a d a t e  f o r  t h a t .  But i t  was sometime i n  A p r i l  1 bel ieve .  

Q: So for t h e  most p a r t  we moved p r e t t y  f a s t ?  

A: I t h i n k  very  f a s t .  

Q: Was t h e r e  a c e n t r a l  them o r  s logan used during t h e  fund d r ive?  

A: Yes. It was t i t l e d  "Forward From Ashes." And be l i eve  i t  o r  n o t ,  
h e r e ' s  a p i c t u r e  of a  newspaper dated January 22, 1957. That would be a  
few months a f t e r  t h e  f i r e .  The o ld  bui ld ing  w a s  s t i l l  s tanding .  And i t  
says by t h a t  d a t e  we had r a i s e d  $87,636. And be l i eve  i t  o r  n o t ,  my 
p i c t u r e ' s  t he re .  I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  about  t h a t .  L e t ' s  see .  There 's  Hurshel 
and Bud Groan, B i l l  Gisel and D r .  Myers. I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e ' s  any 
r e luc t ance  about  t h e  congregation. They were going t o  g e t  t h e  job done. 
And I t h i n k  t h e  money and pledges of course came forward from t h e  people ' s  
a b i l i t y  t o  pay but  ~ ' m  s u r e  whatever had been t h e  p r i c e  i t  would have 
been done. 

Q: I suppose one of t h e  f i r s t  of t h e  major dec i s ions  t o  be made was 
whether t h e r e  would be a r ebu i ld ing  on t h e  o ld  s i te  a t  F i f t h  and Edwards 
o r  move somewhere else. Can you sha re  how t h i s  dec i s ion  was u l t i m a t e l y  
reached? 
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A: Yes, i n  my memory the re  was a committee t o  do t h a t  and i t  was done 
simply by taking t h e  map of Spr ingf ie ld  and the  members of the  church a t  
t h a t  time, loca t ing  a p in  i n  the  map where every church member l ived and 
determining where most of the  people were l iv ing .  And i t  was found t h a t  
they mostly came from the southwest p a r t  of Spr ingf ie ld .  Therefore they 
s t a r t e d  looking f o r  a s i t e  i n  the  southwest p a r t  of Springfield.  And i t  
was decided t o  purchase the  l o t s  a t  the  corner of Bates and Cherry Road. 

Q: Now did  t h i s  decis ion  take a long time? 

A: Not t o  my memory because the  church plans were developed and a l l  of 
t h i s  was accomplished wi th in  two years.  

Q: Were the re  any s p e c i a l  g i f t s  given f o r  the  new building outs ide  of 
the  ones from t h e  members? 

A: Yes. There was an amount of $25,000 given from the  Post family which 
was t o  be used i n  developing the  church chapel.  And the  presenta t ion  was 
made by Mrs. John Gardner t o  Franklin S c h l i t t  on about September 1957. 

Q: Now you mentioned t h a t  I l l i n o i s  B e l l  was one of the  buyers f o r  the  
old church site. Were the re  any o ther  people i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  o ld  
church s i t e ?  

A: Not t o  my knowledge. I don ' t  know. 

Q: Now you a l s o  mentioned e a r l i e r  t h a t  we received $40,000 f o r  the  old 
church site. Were we happy a s  a congregation with t h a t  amount of money 
t h a t  we got?  

A: I never heard anyone objec t  t o  t h a t .  I suppose a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  was 
a good amount of money but of course today it would not  be. But no one 
was d i s s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  I know of .  And I th ink the re  were somewhere around 
$120,000 insurance. And then the re  was $127,000 pledges I believe.  Of 
course t h a t  d i d n ' t  cover a l l  the  cos t .  They eventual ly made a mortgage 
of t h i s  church with the  F i r s t  National Bank which of course has now been 
paid o f f .  I th ink  t h i s  thing cos t  somewhere around $500,000. I s n ' t  t h a t  
what you've . . . 
Q: I don ' t  know. The only th ing I can remember from other  conversations 
is  t h a t  we bought the proper ty  here  f o r  $46,000. But a s  f a r  a s  the  
building costs I do not  h o w .  

A: You might look i n t o  t h a t .  Of course Hurshel may be a b l e  t o  t e l l  you 
more about t h a t .  But I was thinking t h i s  thing cos t  somewhere around 
$SOO,OOO. 

Q: Who was chosen a s  a r c h i t e c t s  of the  new building? 

A: Hadley and Worthington. 

Q: Why were they chosen? 
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A: Well, t h e  only reason t h a t  I would h o w  is  t h a t  they had had experience 
i n  church a r c h i t e c t u r e .  I h o w  t h a t  M r .  Hadley w a s  known t o  a g r e a t  many 
of them, inc luding  me.  I d i d n ' t  h o w  M r .  Worthington. I had nothing t o  
do with it. But I suppose i t  was because of t h e i r  knowledge of Hadley 
and t h e i r  work. Tha t ' s  my guess.  

Q: What kind of des ign  d id  t h e  congregation want? 

A: Well, I would say t h i s ,  t h a t  they wanted a uniform church appearance. 
Everyone was opposed t o  modernis t ic  ideas .  They wanted i t  t o  look l i k e  a 
New England church, wanted t o  have a s p i r a l  on the  church and they  were 
opposed t o  any modernis t ic  des igns .  

Q: When the  a r c h i t e c t ' s  prel iminary p lans  were presented were people i n  
favor  of t h e  des ign?  

A: I ' m  no t  s u r e  t he  answer t o  t h a t  ques t ion .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  of anyone really ob jec t ing  t o  t h e  genera l  design.  I t h i n k  t h e r e  
might have been some minor changes. But I t h i n k  i t  was p r e t t y  much 
accepted l i k e  i t  was. 

Q: And now might be an  appropr i a t e  time t o  t a l k  about f i nance  and how 
fundra i s ing  was involved. Did we have a fundra i s ing  organiza t ion  come 
i n ?  

A: Yes. Yes, we d id .  Yes, t h e r e  w a s  a fundra i s ing  group came i n  here  
and of course,  t h a t ' s  a l l  p a r t  of t h e  church records.  I t ' s  kind of hard 
f o r  me t o  remember. ( t a p e  stopped) The group t h a t  came i n  here ,  t he  
name was H. P. Demand Company. They s e n t  a liw wire here .  I c a n ' t  
r e c a l l  h i s  name now but  he organized the  f inance  campaign and i t  was 
succes s fu l .  

Q: Do you remember during t h e  fundra is ing  d r i v e  i f  your wife  and you 
were r e c i p i e n t s  of a red  t i e  and red scarf? 

A: Yes, I remember well .  I t h i n k  I s t i l l  have t h a t  red neckt ie .  W e  
both received a sca r f  and t h e  neck t i e .  And many o t h e r s  d id  too.  And of 
course,  l a t e r  on i f  I remember r i g h t  they had a fe l lowship  supper and you 
were suppose t o  wear your s c a r f  and your neck t i e .  

Q: Now d id  t h e  congregat ion have t o  r a i s e  t h e  t o t a l  c o s t  of t h e  bui ld ing  
i n  t h i s  d r ive?  

A: No, they d id  not .  They had enough funds t o  g e t  t h e  bu i ld ing  s t a r t e d  
and then  t h e r e  was a mortgage made by t h e  F i r s t  Nat iona l  Bank. If I 
remember r i g h t  t h e  yea r ly  payments on t h e  mortgage were c a r r i e d  through 
the  budget. I be l i eve  i t  w a s  somewhere around $5,000 a year ,  something 
of t h a t  s o r t  u n t i l  they go t  i t  paid o f f .  

Q: Do you happen t o  remember . . . 
A: Of course then  you h o w  another  time they b u i l t  t h i s  bu i ld ing  here ,  
t h i s  educa t iona l  bu i ld ing ,  and t h e r e  was another  fund d r ive .  I don ' t  
be l i eve  t h a t  mortgage is  paid of f  y e t .  I t h i n k  y o u ' l l  f i n d  t h a t  i n  t he  
present  budget. 
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Q: Do you remember t h e  amount of t h e  i n t e r e s t  r a t e ?  Probably small 
compared t o  what i t  i s  now. 

A: Well, I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  would be over 5 percent  o r  something l i k e  
that. Maybe 6 but  no t  much more than  t h a t .  I n  those  days you d i d n ' t  
have a  high i n t e r e s t  rate l i k e  you do today. 

Q: N o w  i n  t a l k i n g  t o  o t h e r  people,  M r .  Lewis, I found t h a t  we had 15 
yea r s  t o  pay of f  t h e  mortgage. W e  d id  i t  i n  seven. How d id  we do i t ?  

A: Well, I don ' t  be l i eve  they had another  s p e c i a l  d r ive .  I th ink  they 
included t h e i r  amount of t h e i r  payments i n  t h e  annual budget. I know 
I ' v e  been asked s e v e r a l  t imes t o  make pledges t o  t h e  church. I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about a  bu i ld ing  fund but  I don' t  r e c a l l  making a  second pledge t o  b u i l d  
t h i s  bui lding.  Maybe t h e  f i r s t  one paid t h a t .  But I don ' t  be l i eve  t h e r e  
was a second one. And I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s  paid of f  through the  e a r l y  payments 
through t h e  budget. That can be found out .  I haven ' t  been on t h e  Board 
of T rus t ees  f o r  a  long t i m e .  

End of S ide  One, Tape One 

Q: There were many committees under t h e  genera l  chairman of t h e  new 
bui ld ing  committee. You served on t h e  sanc tuary  committee. Could you 
sha re  some of your remembrances of t h e  work of t h i s  group? 

A: Well, I r e a l l y  don ' t  r e c a l l  a th ing  a t  t h e  moment. I r e c a l l  committee 
meetings. But I don ' t  r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r s  about  it. 

Q: Do you remember any of t h e  problems i n  t h e  sanc tuary ,  such a s  where 
the  cho i r  would s i t ,  where t h e  organ would be, t h ings  of t h a t  na tu re?  

A: Well I do r e c a l l  about  t h e  arrangement of t h e  c h o i r ,  t h a t  they were a 
l i t t l e  doubt fu l  t h a t  a  d iv ided  cho i r  would be s a t i s f a c t o r y .  Rather than 
have a c h o i r  d i r e c t l y  i n  f r o n t .  But i t  seems as though t h e  p lans  w e r e  
made f o r  a  divided c h o i r  and the  cho i r  even tua l ly  accepted t h a t  arrangement 
and so  f a r  t h e  c h o i r  i s  not  divided because of i t s  s i z e .  But t h a t ' s  t h e  
only th ing  I can r e c a l l  of anybody ob jec t ing  t o  t h e  p l ans  a t  t h a t  time. 

Q: Would you say  our  membership grew, s tayed t h e  same o r  dec l ined  dur ing  
t h e  period we d i d n ' t  have our own bui lding? 

A: I have no way of knowing t h e  answer t o  t h a t .  

Q: Now were t h e r e  any problems i n  t he  bui ld ing  of t h e  church such a s  
s t r i k e s ,  shor tage  of bu i ld ing  ma te r i a l s ,  e t c . ?  

A: I be l i eve  t h e r e  was a s t r i k e  f o r  a s h o r t  time. I t h i n k  i t  was a 
l abo r  s t r i k e .  But I ' m  no t  sure .  I t h i n k  that it says  i n  t h e  church 
h i s t o r y  someplace t h a t  t h e r e  was a  s t r i k e .  Have you found it i n  t he re?  

Q: No, I haven' t  seen anything. Now, how long d id  it take  f o r  t h e  
bu i ld ing  t o  be completed? 
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w a s  

Q: 
27 ,  

A: 
was 

Q : 

A : 

Q: 

A: 

A: Well, I would th ink  about l e s s  than a year  because i t  looks l i k e  t h e  
bui ld ing  began t o  t ake  shape along about  December 1957. And cont inued 
through the  win te r ,  and i n  March of 1958 t h e  e x t e r i o r  walls were going 
up. The corners tone  w a s  l a i d  March 30, 1958. And i n  May of 1958 t h e  
roof was being put  on. And i n  August of 1958 t h e  bu i ld ing  w a s  nea r ly  
complete except  f o r  t h e  i n t e r i o r .  And i n  October of 1958 the  f i n i s h i n g s  
in t he  basement and t h e  sanc tuary  were being done. And the  f i r s t  s e r v i c e  

he ld  i n  t h e  new church November 23,  1958. 

Now d id  you p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  groundbreaking ceremonies on October 
1957 a t  Batea and Cherry? 

To my knowledge I had nothing t o  do wi th  t h e  groundbreaking except  I 
here .  I r e c a l l  t h a t .  

Do you remember what t h e  weather was l i k e  on t h a t  day? 

I th ink  it w a s  a bad day. 

What d id  the  a r e a  look l i k e  where t h e  new church was t o  be b u i l t ?  

We might go back a l i t t l e  b i t  on t h a t  groundbreaking. It says  he re  
t h a t  the groundbreaking was October 27,  1957. On t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  l o c a t i o n  
t h e r e  were no bui ld ings .  It looked l i k e  a f i e l d  of g r a s s  and of course 
the  grass--was t a l l .  And t h e  people a t t end ing  were wearing overcoats .  
So i t  apparent ly  was a f a l l  day, i t  might have been c h i l l y .  

Q: Did many members a t t e n d ?  

A: The p i c t u r e  before  m e  I ' d  say t h e r e  were approximately t h i r t y  people 
t he re .  

Q: Did you g e t  t o  use  t h e  shovel? 

A: No. I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t .  I ' m  s u r e  I d i d n ' t .  

Q .  Do you have any idea  where i t  is now? 

A: No. But I have seen  i t  i n  t h i s  church someplace. 

Q: Where t h e r e  any d i g n i t a r i e s  t h e r e  on t h a t  day? 

A: I don ' t  b e l i e v e  so  ou t s ide  of our own people. Here's t h e  newspaper 
i tem concerning t h a t .  No mention is  made of any ou t s ide  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
f o r  t he  groundbreaking ceremonies. 

Q: An a r e a  of i n t e r e s t  f o r  you i n  t h e  church is t h e  cho i r .  When d id  you 
j o i n  and why? 

A:  hat's a r e a l l y  hard ques t ion  t o  say. We became a member of t he  
c h o i r  before  we became a member of t h e  church i n  1947. But j u s t  when we 
d id  become members of t h e  cho i r ,  I don ' t  know. We became members of t he  
c h o i r  mostly a t  t h e  i n s i s t a n c e  of M r s .  Gene Clark,  who was t h e  c h o i r  
d i r e c t o r  a t  t h e  t ime, i n  h e r  r e c r u i t i n g  new members. And s i n c e  we had 
c h o i r  experience why, we were asked t o  jo in .  
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Q: What p a r t  do you s ing?  

A: I s i n g  bass .  

Q: Has t h e  s i z e  of t h e  c h o i r  remained about t h e  same over t he  years?  

A: Yes, s t r a n g e  as it  may seem, i t  has. Somewhere around 25 people,  
sometimes less. But i t ' s  been about  t h e  same. And q u i t e  a  number of t he  
present  cho i r  members have been t h e r e  f o r  a long t i m e .  

Q: Do you see much d i f f e r e n c e  i n  t h e  music used now over those  f i r s t  
years  yau belonged? 

A. Y e s .  There has been a change i n  t h e  music t o  my way of th inking  from 
t h e  o ld  s tandards  t h a t  we sang f o r  many years  t o  new modern th ings .  And 
some of them I f i n d  a r e  q u i t e  acceptab le  and some I d i s l i k e .  However I 
th ink  t h e  church has  moved along with t h e  new t rend  i n  anthems. And I 
f i n d  them acceptable .  

Q: A r e  t h e r e  any humorous i n c i d e n t s  you remember s ing ing  wi th  t h e  cho i r  
regarding t h e  c h o i r  I should say? 

A: Well, t h a t ' s  a  hard ques t ion  too. I ' m  always i n t e r e s t e d  i n  a  l i t t l e  
fun but  I don ' t  play jokes on anybody. B i l l  Craw and a l l ,  we always have 
a l i t t l e  fun. But I don ' t  r e c a l l  anything t h a t ' s  humorous. 

Q: Is t h e r e  any one time you can remember as t h e  most s p e c i a l  o r  meaningful 
time t h a t  t h e  c h o i r  was a p a r t  o f?  

A: 1 ' m  t r y i n g  t o  r e c a l l  t he  Sunday t h a t  we sang a  c e r t a i n  anthem. And 
a t  t h e  moment I j u s t  c a n ' t  t h i n k  what i t  was .  But we apparent ly  d id  
p r e t t y  w e l l  because the  audience s tood up a f t e r  we sang the  anthem and 
t h a t  was a s u r p r i s e  t o  everybody in  t h e  c h o i r ,  Rusty, maybe you recall 
t h a t .  That w a s  one of t h e  t imes when we thought we must have done a  
p r e t t y  good job. What w a s  t h e  name of t h a t ,  do you r e c a l l ?  

Q: I don ' t  remember. 

A: It wasn't--well, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of i t .  

Q: Let me a s k  you t h i s .  Did the  o ld  church a t  F i f t h  and Edwards have a  
p ipe  organ? 

A: Oh, yes. Yes. I n  f a c t  t h a t  organ a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  j u s t  before  the 
f i r e ,  we were in tending  t o  buy a  new organ. I suppose i t  had been t h e  
same organ f o r  many years .  A t  l e a s t  it wasn't pu t  i n  while  I was the re .  
And they were a t tempt ing  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  organize a campaign t o  buy a new 
organ. But I t h i n k  a t  t h a t  time you could buy one f o r  $40,000. And i t  
c o s t s  a l o t  more than  t h a t  today. 

Q: Did t h e  o ld  organ compare a t  a l l  t o  our  present  one? 

A: Well, t h a t ' s  a hard quest ion.  It sounded a l l  r i g h t  t o  me. I don ' t  
even know the  name of t h e  o ld  organ. I do know i t  w a s  moved around a f t e r  










