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George Knight, Jr., February 17, 1988, Springfield, Illinois.
Bill Ortman, Interviewer.

Q: Mr. Knight, where and when were you born and who were your
parents?

A: T was born in Springfield, Illinois, December 19, 1926 at St.
John's Hospital. My parents were George W. Knight, Sr. and Olivia
Taylor Knight. My parents were married in 1923. My mother's maiden
name was T-A-Y-L~-O-R.

Q: Your father had an interesting profesgsion. You want to tell us
this briefly?

A: Well, my father was a golf professional all of his life. He was a
golf profesgional at Illini Country Club in Springfield, Illinois when
he ard mother met. At the age of about two, we moved to Fort
Huron, Michigan for several years where my father was the professional
at a country club for several years.

Q: One of your memories, as I would say a one or two year old, was
you locked out over Iake Michigan, apparently, and see the ocar boats?

A: Stand on the beach and the oar boats going by, right.
Q: And Port Huron is fairly close to Detroit.

A: Just north of Detroit. It's sort of a summer recreation spot,
weeKkend recreation spot for pecple from Detroit.

Q: Your father was up there for a while and he a y thought he
could do a little better again back down here, Springfield area.

A: Right, came back to Springfield area. It was my mother's home,
too. I think she liked the idea of coming back.

Q: She had scme relatives here,

A: Right.

Q: - A mother and a brother,

A: Mother was here and had a brother here.

Q: He came back to what was called at that point the Oak Crest
Country Club.
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A: That's right. Oak Crest was there for quite some time, just
changed names here not too long ago.

Q: And you say it's now called The Oaks and it's northeast of . .

A: Right, it's northeast of Springfield a couple of miles, they call
it The Oaks now.

Q: Amd your dad worked there until about 1934, 1935.
A: Right.

Q: Probably your father would have moved on and became a pro for the
city about a year later, or about 1935.

A: Right, he was a pro with the city parks, he was a pro for all
three city parks, Bergen, Pasfield and Bum. For almost ten years, I
think

Q: While he was working for the city parks he kind of went into a
little "interneurship" or (laughs), what's the word? He did a little
private business enterprise, a driving range. And that was south of
Reif's Furniture at MacArthur, probably about direct east of the Fox
Theater, is that right?

A: That's right.
Q: How many acres would he have involved in that?

A: Oh, about twenty acres. There wasn't hardly anything out that way
at that point in time. The only things I remember are a large
nightclub which was north of us, that's a church now. We were sort of
midway between it and Reif's Furniture Store, there.

Q: He was there for several years, right?
A: Right.
Q: And then what happened?

A: Then we moved to a location on Cook Street, which at that time we
were across the street from what was then called White City, it was a
carnival grounds and nightclub, and we would have been just west of
where the Channel 20 Station is today.

Q: I think we were talking about that, we were talking about,
probably about close to three or four city blocks, talking about
twenty acres cpen area. Iooking back from that towards the city, that
ﬁspa:obablykj:ﬂofasuburbanarea, at that point, wasn't it? Very
ttle . . .

A: It was. Probably the, you know, the housing that's there, exists
today, was there at that point in time. The city really hasn't grown
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that mach in that direction, other than the businesses on cut alorgy
the bypass.

Q: Arourd 1937, 1940, I think your dad was probably working, what,
pretty much both, was he working both jobs, the city and the . . .

Right, he was working as the pro at the city parks as well as
hav:mgthegolfdrivingrange

Q: And he worked for someone here at the newspaper, I understand, who

A: Can't remember the gentleman's name. He was the sports editor at
that point in time. They worked very closely together on promcting
and they promoted and started quite a few tournaments that are still
in existance, I think particularly the Springfield, the junior
twmannrrtsw:.ththe dealt with, helped kids out a lot. Amd the
Journal-Register, mllitwastheJmnxalatthlsparticularpointm
time, T worked real closely with Dad on that.

Q: So that gets us up to about 1940. What happened around 1940 there
in terms of where he was located?

A: 19407 1940 I think we lost our lease there on Cook Street and Dad
moved over to a location on South Grand Avenue, South Grand East and
what is now Dirksen Parkway.

Q: That would be probably, what, just directly south of . .

A: On the southwest corner.

Q: That would be directly south of where the Pemneys Store is today.
A: Right.

Q: Would it?

A: Directly south.

Q: And how many acres are we talking about there now?

A: We're talking about roughly twenty acres.

Q: ILet's go back to you for a mimite, you're growing up here, and
you've got a dad that's very knowledgeable with the folks that golf
andprcbablyaverywallllkedge.mleman Where did you go to school?
A: I went to grade school at Stuart School at Sixth and South Grand.
I think part of the building, if not all of it, still exists there, on

the northeast cormer of Sixth and South Grand, took in the whole
block. And from there I went to Springfield High School.

Q: You lived at 309 . . .
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A: We lived at 309 East Canedy.

Q: For a young guy at that point in history, didn't have the family
vehicleavailableallthetime,hmdidyméetamﬂmecmmmity?

A: Well Dad used to let me have the car once in a while, I think he
had a Pontiac at the time, if I remember right. (laughter) But after
I finally got a drivers license I was able to cbtain a Model A Ford.
I think it was a 1929 or a 1931 model, in fact I think it had a 1931
engine that I put in it, into a 1929. One had a good engine and one
had a good body. I think I paid fifteen dollars for one of them and
ten for the other. I think the car cost twenty-five dollars. I'd
1ike to be able to do that again.

Q: Tt would be fantastic, wouldn't it. I can remember also, we were
talking a little while ago about the same time as the car, you were
talking about the streetcars and some of the early busses that kind of
came in on the streetcars.

A: Well, that was the mode of transportation then. I think today a
lot of the cities are wishing they hadn't scrapped their streetcars.
Basically, when I was growing up it was all streetcars, like in grade
school, busses came in sort of a cambination of busses and streetcars
for a while. But, of course back then individual transportation
wasn't as prevalent as it is today, people rode those things. Usually
standing room only in busy hours.

Q: Let's talk about downtown, scme of the old theaters, some of the
memories, say the Orpheum, theaters that you had, the organ
chandeliers . . .

A: The Orpheum Theater was, it was a great place. I did get around a
little bit at this time and, you know, there wasn't anything as
beautiful in chicago and St. Louis as far as I'm concerned as the
Orpheum was. Marble fountains, plush carpet, it was really a heck of
a showplace. It's my understanding that the performers who showed
there really thought a lot of the Orpheum Theater. It was a premier
stop for a lot of them.

Q: Between like Chicago and St. Louis, something like that?
A: That's right.

Q: I understand that you actually worked as an usher in one of those
theaters?

A: That's the way I worked myself through high school, (laughter) as
an usher at the old Roxy Theater. It's right close to the Governor's
Mansion there on Fifth Street.

Q: A lot of pecple don't know what an usher is anymore, young kids
wouldn't. What were your duties as an usher?
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A: I'd just show people to their seats. I don't think they do that
anymore really.

Q: No, I guess not. Then also you worked at Walgreens?

A: Worked at Walgreens Drug Store as the pharmacist assistant, ch
maybe, my last year in high school.

Q: We were talking about that time period in Springfield where, you
know, you go back, you hear about the way the city was before the
reformation age, s0 to speak. You were talking ackut the bars and
whatever.

A: Oh, I think Springfield was a good place to be even at that point
in time. I don't know wherther it was different from other cities or
not because, you know, I didn't get arournd to other cities at that
point in time. But although there were a lot of bars and there was a
lot of activity at that time, there was industry in Springfield
working three shifts so pecple were out all hours of the day, but
really you never had to be afraid of being bothered on the streets or

having any problem going any place.

Q: We're about the 1941 period, and can you remember basically where
were you when scanebody armounced "Pearl Harbor!, you know, and we got
World War II?

A: T think I was in a theater, and I'm not sure now exactly which
ane. Watching a movie when the movie was interrupted and the

amnouncement was made from the stage that the Japanese had bambed
Pearl Harbor.

Q: What kind of reaction did the people in the theater have?

A: I thing everyone was sort of dumbfounded because everyone thought
of Japan as, well, less than a state. (laughs) I think the reaction
was "How could these old buggers do that to us?"

Q: Ard then later, probably a day or two, it dawned on them, you
know, "My gosh."

A: OCh, I'm sure when they saw the news reels and one thing or
another, why it dawned on them it was a little more to it than that.

Q: You were still in high school at that point.

A: Right.

Q: And you graduated about what, 19437

A: About 1943, ves.

Q: And I think you were a little younger than normal.
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A: I don't know how—T think I got through high school in three and a
half years.

Q: About seventeen or something like that.

A: Yes, I was seventeen when I graduated.

Q: And then you went to ancther school.

A: Went to Springfield Junior College for a year.
Q: What did you major in, or what was your field?
A: Took sort of a pre-engineering course there.

Q: I see. Anyone who lived through that time period cbviocusly would
have some memories of Springfield in World War II, fuel, car. I mean
metal collections, cars you couldn't drive, that sort of thing. What
are scre of your memories?

A: Everything was short. It was hard to get tires for your car, it
was hard to get gas for your car. Public transportation did real well
at that time. You had all those metal, or cang, glass collections,
whatever, it was quite different than it is today, I'd say.

Q: We're about the major news, too, and how the newspaper
usad to post it the window or samething?

A: Well the newspaper office then was in the downtown area and of
course, downtown was where everyone went at that point, that was it

for Sprirgfield.

Q: Capitol Mounds and Sixth or samething?

A: Right. Of course the newspaper, any late daily paper, whatever
just come off the presses plus any late news items were posted in the

window of the Journal there on Sixth Street. There were always pecple
walking by to see what the latest news was and so forth.

Q: You were getting to be about eighteen at that particular point.
A: Yes,

Q: So then what happened?

A: Well, Uncle Sam called. (lawghter)

Q: Greetings.

A: And this has happened to a lot of pecple, so it wasn't that bad,
really. I was drafted in the early part of 1945 and went to basic
traj.rlng at Camp Robinson, Arkansas, just outside Little Rock. I

remenber those hills were awful hard rumning up and down. Sametimes I
wished they'd had that flat country. Fram there after basic, it was




George Knight, Jr. 7

during basic the war in Europe ended. From basic we went to
California for advanced training, this was I think in August. The

ture was 105 on the beaches so called off advanced
training and they put us on the boat. days later I wound up on
Luzon in the Philippine Islands and my first stop was at a camp next
to Clark Air Force Base up in central Iuzon. We were there for about
a month or two and then moved down to a replacement depot by Manila
ard I spent the next year, oh, year and a half in that location.

Q: One of the things that I want to mention here that we talked
about is on the your trip over on the what, General Bruster?

A: We want over on the General Bruster which at that time was a new
army transport vessel.

Q: Talked about the sardine effect (laughter) in term of bunkbeds.

A: Well the bunkbeds, one on each deck, were stacked about five or
six high and you had one and a half to two feet between bunks which,
it really wasn't that bad, but if you get rough weather, which we did
cne time on the way across and the guy on the top bunk gets sick,
everybody's really got a problem. (laughs)

Q: I imagine. (laughter) Talking about the Philippines. I quess it
was about cne million Americans that eventually . . .

A: There were, when I got there, they were primed for the invasion of
Japan. Obviously they were supposed to jump off from Manila Bay in
the Philippines. There were close to a million on Luzon in the
Philippines and most of the Pacific fleet was in la Bay at that
point in time.

Q: I understarxi by the grapevine that what you heard and what you
felt, whether it's part of history or not, this is important probably
because this is what the troops felt. That there were several things
that could have happened and you mentioned that the United States
really didn't, hopefully didn't want to use an A-bomb,

A: No, I don't think anyone wanted to see an A-bamb used and like I
say, it's just grapevine. Incidentally, on the way over on the
General Bruster, the war with Japan ended. So this is a matter of
three or four weeks after the end of the war and backfeed I got from
pecple who were there that the ., . . On the invasion of Iuzon the
Lingayen Gulf, the Japanese camitted quite a mmber of kamikazes and
that they had to fly from Kyushu, the main island of Japan to Formosa
and then refuel and then hit ocur fleet at the Lingayen Gulf. And it
was my understanding, what I was told, that out of like several
hurdred Japanese planes that we were only able to intercept two and
the rest hit ships. Our intelligence in Japan told us that the
Japanese had several thousand kamikazes waiting for the invasion and
this would have caused unacceptable losses before we even got on the
beaches. Due to this fact, the loss of life there and the loss of
life to the Japanese themselves from saturation bambing and so forth,
which would be a prelude to any invasion, possibly ruming into
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several million lives, thetradeoffwasmadearﬂthez-\tmicbmﬂos
were dropped.

Q: We know that say six, seven months previous to what we're
about now that the war in Hitler's Eurcpe had ended,

a tely April 1945. We talk about the invasion vessels

that were located in the Philippines, but the larger transportation

vehicles being located in Eurcpe. Wwhat did that mean to you?

A: Well, that meant that we had a million people on Luzon who were
ready to go back to the States and the ships were not there to take
them back, (laughs) made a lot of pecple unhappy.

Q: Lots of sharks ard no swim. (laughter)

A: No swimming. Twelve thousand miles would be a long swim. So
actually it was almost six to eight months after the war in the
Pacific ended before any volume of trocp ships, the bigger troop ships
got there to bring troope back to the States.

Q: Now what happened to you? I understand you were in a replacement
depot in northern Imzon close to Clark Field.

A: Well that's where I first went when I was over there and then I
was transferred down to a, in fact that depot was closed out and I was
transferred to a depot down south of Manila and from there I was
assigned to that depot and we processed the troops going home. I went
overseas as a rifleman and I wourd up as a medical in the medical
processing station.

Q: You mentioned riots, not only, not just Philippinos to say, "Go

home, Yankee," or scme:th:.ng ut actual soldiers rioting, the MPs

éutoc}mfherem"m. They said that, "we want to go home, we want to get
(o} .

A: At that time when the rioting went on I heard about it. I didn't
obsexveitpersmally,hrttherewasscmerlotugmmofthacamps
around Manila.

Q: And there was a wvay, you say that there were tents, some of them
were lined up with signs on them, Singapore, Brisbane. Tell us what
someane would do that wanted to get out of Manila or that area for a
while,

A: Really, really the goverrment appreciated the situation. In this
period after the war they worked with the Chinese, they opened four or
five emormous restaurants, delicious food really, in Manila. Also at
the air base there were pilots and planes flying every day to
locations all around the Pacific. And if you had a pass and you
wanted to go to Hong Kongg, you could walk into a tent marked Hong Kong
and if a pilot was heading that way he had to £ill his plane with

passengers.
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Q: Talking about DC3s, it took about it took about thirty of them ocut
at a shot?

A: DC3s, C54s, anything that could carry people.
Q: ©54 would run about what, fifty?

A: Probably get sixty or seventy in a €54, maybe thirty, thirty-five
in a DC3. But even same of the smaller bambers and so forth, if they

had room for passengers they were required to take them.

Q: Then how would you get back if you got into Singapore? Was there
ancther tent there?

A: (lauwghter) There was another tent there and you hoped you'd get
back before your pass ran out.

Q: (laughter) Take care of that, too. We were talking about just
the average day, breakfast meal of dehydrated and reconstituted foods.
What's your memory on that sort of thing?

A: TI'll never forget the reconstituted eggs. Those dried eggs don't
make a very good breakfast. But we survived. I can't complain.
(laughter)

Q: Anything else with the eggs, like coffee and eggs?

A: Oh, we had good coffee. (laughter) We were well fed. We weren't
starved or anything like that. We were always well fed.

Q: A lot of boredom time?
A: A whole lot, a whole lot.

Q: You said that you had a friend from Manila and you'd visit the
country side and talked about just real briefly, we don't need to go
into lots of detail on this, kut the fact that you basically felt that
anyone who at that period was not supportive of a goverrment, you
thought was, you know, pretty oppressive, that the goverrment didn't
care what they were, they just called them comumnists.

A: I think there's same truth in that.
Q: Okay. (laughs) That kind of simplifies matters.
A: I think there's same truth in that.

Q: Iet's go to languages, we had a mmber of languages, break them
down.,

A: Yes, the Philippines were sort of odd in a way. The Philippines
were controled by the Japs, they were controlled by the Japanese for a
while, (laughs) but they were controlled by Spain for over four
hundred years, so the language used in the goverrment there is
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Spanish. All goverrment business was conducted at this point in time
anyway in Spanish. The official 1anguage,il;§cause of the United
States presence for so many years was Engl and most of the
businessmen were Chinese so most of the business was conducted in
Chinese. So anyone who was really into things had to speak two to
three languages.

Q: You had a fairly serious storm while you were there.

A: We had a nice little typhoon about the end, the first part of
1946, that it hit Manila directly. Winds were over two hundred miles
an hour. It was quite an experience. At ocur depot we had a latrine
that was a three hurdred seater, or samething like that (laughter) and
when it hit a lot of the pecple went, the tents were down and all the
people headed for that latrine ard it had a steel sheet roof. Well
that roof didn't last very long in that. In Manila Bay in heavy winds
like that, they try to get the ships out to sea to ride cut a storm of
thatmgniﬂﬁebecausetheycanheadintothewi:ﬂardwavesarﬂtake
it. In a locked~in area like a bay why they are subject to damage.
The navy managed to get everything cut except a couple of large new
mine sweepers. The next morning after the storm they were up in the
middle of Dewey Boulevard which runs the bay there at Manila.

Q: We were talking about modern technology ships, buildings versus
the old fashioned navy bamboo huts in this storm.

A: The only thing that I didn't see that had any damage after that
typhoon were the native huts out in the boondocks, the small villages.
They were all built with bamboo framing and dried palm fronds and they
just seemed to sway with the wind and kind of ride back up.

Q: You mentioned the fact that same of them actually had, what, a dug
out for animals or . . .

A: Well they built them about eight feet above the ground with the
floor and then underneath the floor of the hut is where they keep

their animals and so forth.

Q: So you climb up a ladder.

A: Climb up a ladder or a set of steps.

Q: What would be the reason for going up there, rodents or . . .

A: That's ane of the reasons they build them off the ground like
that, yes, rodents.

Q: We're back to about December 1946, you've been up there somewhere
lf;;tgixteenmﬂas, probably in there two years. You came home,
r

A: Right.
Q: Want to tell us a little bit about that.
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A: Well, flew back home on a C54. I was fortunate there, I was in a
replacement depot and most of the persommel there from the replacement
depot got to ride a plane back if one were available. I flew back on a
C54 and we had to make three or four fuel stops in the twelve thousand
miles to San Francisco. I think we had to take a train to Chicago and
I was mustered out of the service in Chicago,

Q: That was Fort Sheridan?

A: Fort Sheridan, yes.

Q: Then you came back by train to Springfield.
A: Right.

Q: When you came back here I think you tried to pick up college where
you left off.

A: Right, went back to Springfield Junior College, Springfield Junior
College in Illinois I think it is now, for one year. Met my wife
Audrey there. Went on from Sprimgfield Junior College to the
University of Illinois and of course I was ruming back to Springfield
almm msmevery weekend. I rode the old traction line then, it was still

Q: What's the old traction line?

A: It was sort of an interurban and electrified railroad car.

Q: From the University of Illinois to Springfield?

A: From the University of Illinois to Springfield, right.

Q¢ And which line, did they have their own private tracks, or . .

A: Yes, they had their own line, I think it was about five dollars a
round trip or samething like that. So, came in to see my future wife
quiteafwweehemds probably more than I should have, going to
college.

Q: She was working for the Department of Internal Revernue?

A: She worked at the Department of Internal Reverme after she got out

of Springfield Junior College, yes. And then when I was out of
college I also worked for the Department of Internal Revenue.

End of Side One, Tape One

Q: George, you were talking about working for the Department of
Internal Reverme and future wife and all this. Your father was still
here in Springfield, South Grand and Dirksen with his golf range,

right?

























