


George K h i @ ~ t ,  Jr., February 17, 1988, Sprinsfield, Illinois. 

A: I was bm in Sprirrsfield, I l l ~ i E i ,  19, 1926 at S t .  
Jchls Hoepital. I@ parents were George W. Khight, Sr. and Olivh 
Taylor lhight. My pammts viere mimiad in 1923. My mrtherle maiden 

FA-Y-GO-R. 

Q: Yaur father had an irrteresting pmfession. Yau want to tell us 
this briefly? 

A: Well, fa- was a cplf professional all of his  life. He was a 
golf pmfesl~imal at Illixu Ccnrntry Club in Epirrgfield, ~l l inoie  when 
he and mothermet. A t  the ageof abwtbw, mmrvedto Port 
m, 3- for several years my father was tha pmfessi- 
at a cxxnrtry club for seveml years. 

A: Stand an the ba& and the oar boats go- by, ri@t. 

Q: And Port Huron is fairly close to Detroit. 

A: Just north of Detroit. Itls sort of a mmer -tion spot, 
recmatim spot for pople fmn -it. 

Q: Y o u r  father vas up them for a while and he a-y thought he 
could do a little better again back dckJn here, spruqfield area. 

A: Right. 

Q: He camae back to what was &led at  that point the Oak Crest  
ccmtry club. 



A: q t ,  it's northeast of winsfield a q l e  of miles, they call 
it The'oab ncrw. 

A: Right. 

Q: -1y ya r  fa- would have mwed orn and a pro fox: the 
city about a yew later, or a b u t  1935. 

A: fight, he wis a pro w i t h  the city par-, he was a pm for al l  
three city parks, Bergen, Pasfield and Wlwr, Ibr alnmt ten years, I 
think. 

Q: W e  he mkinrJ for the city par& he kind of went into a 
little t t u p t t  or ( l a w ) ,  whatts the wrd? He did a l i t t le  
private bus- wise, a drivirq rarqe. And that was sauth of 
Reif's Furnitme at IQwmmlr, pmbbly abcn,lt direct Bast of the Fox 
Theater, is that right? 

A: mat 's  right. 

Q: Hrrw mmy acres would he have h l v d  in that? 

A: a, about twenty a m .  wasn't hardly out that way 
at that point in t b .  The d y  I are a large 
n i w b  vhich was north of us, that's a ckYurch naw. We were sort of 
midway bbmen it arrd Rsif1s Furniture m, there. 

Q: He - for - years, right? 
A: Right. 

Q: I t h i n k w e ~ t a l k i n g a b a u t # a t , m ~ ~ ~ ,  
p r a b a b l y a b a r t c l ~ ~ ~ t o t h r e e o r f o u r c i ~ b l ~ ,  talkirvgabcRzt 
-acresapen-. LmkhgbackfmnUwittcrwardsthecity, that 
was pxhbly of a su2xlr33an area, at that point, wasn't it? Very 
little. . . 
A: It was. hwbably the, yau knuw, the housing thatta there, d s t s  
tday, was at that point in Ume. The city really hasn't gmwn 



Q: Ararnd 1937, 1940, I think ycxlr dad was pmbbly working, mt, 
pretty m u c h  both, was he working bath job, the city and the . . . 
A: W t ,  he was mkSng as the pra at W city parks as well as 
haviq the golf driving mrqe. 

A: Can't mmnibr ths gsrrtlemnls m. He was the sprks  editor at 
that point in time. lhey worm very c l d y  tqethec an w i n g  
and they pmmted ard  starkd quite a few bxmnmts  that are still 
in sxistance, I think particularly .ths Sprinsfield, the junior 
terumaments with the, dealt with,  helped kids art a lot. And the 
Jaurnal-mixrbxr, well it the Journal at this particular point in 
time, I work& r e d  closely with IBd an that. 

Q: So that gets us up to abaut 1940. What happened arami 1940 there 
in tenns~fwhemhe~located?  

A: 1940? 1940 I think t n ~  lost aur leafie there an Skeet ad IXd 
m r n r e d a r e r t o a l o c a t i o n m S a t t h G r a r d A ~ ,  -GrandEastand 
mat is m Dir)c.lsen Parby. 

a: 
you've g& a dad thatis very l a c r ~ l ~ l e  with the f o l k  that golf 
andpmbablyaverywelllikedgentlemn. Wheredidyougotodmol? 

A: I w m t  b grade schaol at 
Ithinkpartofthekuilding, 
thenorthsastcornsrofSixth 
block. Arrd fran there I went 

S f x a r t  sd3nol at sixth and South Grand. 
if not all of it, still exists l3mml on 
and--, tookinthewhole 
to winsfield High -1. 



Geo- Knight, Jr. 4 

A: We lived a t  309 East Canedty. 

Q: For a yautlg guy at  that point in history, didn't have me family 
vehicle anmilable a l l  thethe, howdidyuuget around- cmmunity? 

A: Well Dad used to let nm have the car once in a W e ,  I think he 
had a Wiac at the tim, if I rermePmber right. (law*) But after 
I f i n a l l y g o t a d r i v e r s l i c e n s e I w a ~ i a b l e ~ W a M A F o r d .  
I thhk it was a 1929 or a 1931 mdel, in fact I think it had a 1931 
engine that I put: in it, irrto a 1929. One had a good mime and one 
had a good body. I think I paid fifteen doll- for one of them and 
ten for the ather. I thWr the car cust --five dollars. I'd 
like to be able to do mt again. 
Q: It &d be fantastic, wmldnlt it. I can also, we were 
taLkjrrg a little while ago abcort the game time as the car, you 
~ a b c n r t W s t r e e t c a n s a n d s c m r u ; o f ~ s a r l y ~ ~ t M n d o f  
ccaneinanthesheetam. 

A: Well, a t w a s t h e m d e o f  tmmprhtianthen. I thinktcdaya 
lot of the cities are w i & i r q  they hadnlt ~i~raE?ped their stmebus. 
Birsically, when I was grrrwing up it was a l l  -, like in  grade 
school, bmsescprmsinmrtof aQePabhtionofbussesardstre&ars 
for a while. Eut, of owrse back then individual transDortatian 

Q: Letts talk abaut damtam, scaae of the old theaters, sane of the 
~~em~ries, say the O q h m ,  theaters Wt ym had, the organ 
chandalim . . . 
A: 'IkbeOrphmmTheaterwas, itwasagreatplaoe. Ididgetarounda 
little bit at this tim and, you know, wasn't arrything as 
h u t i f u l  in M a g o  and St. Louis as far as I ' m  cmazmd as the 
Orpheum was. -1e fcrlartains, plush carpet, it wts really a heck of 
ashuwplace. I t l s m y ~ ~ t t h e p r £ o m m x u h o s h c w d  
t h e r e m a l l y t h a q h t a l o t o f ~ O r p h e m P b e a ~ .  I twasapmder  
stop for a lot: of than. 

a: - like micago and St. Lcruis, lh that? 

Q: I that ym actually mrhd as an ushw in o m  of those 
theLt;ess? 

A: Platls the way I wwrked myself him -1, (laughter) as 
an ursher at the old E?ixq Theater. It's right close b ths Gcnrmrls 
Mansicm there on Fifth skeet. 

Q: A lot of pcple dmlt knm -t an usher is axrymore, ymq kids 
WDUldnlt. What mm your duties as an wher? 



George Knight, Jr. 5 

Q: No, I guess not. Then also ycru mrked at Walgreens? 

A: m, I thMc Sprirgfield ms a good pl- to be even at that point 
in tima. I don't lacrwwherther it was diffemk fran other cities or 
nut because, ycnx knar, I didn't get to &her cities at that 
pointintime. B u t a l ~ e h e r e w e r e a l o t o f b a r s a n d t h e m m s a  
lot of activity at a t  +-imp-, them wws hdmtry in Sprfffield 
w r k h q w  skim so people- cut: all hmrs of the day, but 
reallyycrumhadtobeafiraidofbeingbotFlaredcmthestreetsor 
mvins arry goins any pl-• 

Q: What W of -ion did the pacple in the theater have? 

A: I ~ ~ w a s s o r t o f d u m b f ~ b e c a u s e ~ ~ t  
of Japan as, -1, less a state. ( l m )  I think the -cticm 
w a s ' ~ ~ d t h a s e o l d ~ d o t h a t t o u s ? ' l  

Q: And then la-, probably a day or two, it dawned an them, yau 
lacrw, 'Wgos;h." 

Q: Ycw m still in high school at that point. 

Q: An3 I UlMr yau - a little p m p r  than rrprmal. 



George Bhight, JY. 6 

A: I don't In#rw hw-I think I gut through high -1 in three and a 
half yeerrs. 

A: Yes, Iwas -when I gmduated. 

A: Went to SpArqfield Junior College for a par .  

Q: I see. Arrycae vho lived a t  time period &viasly wmld 
have scme mi- of Sprinsfield in World War 11, fuel, car. I m 
metal collectio5115, m yau #xxldnlt drive, that sort of tking. What 
m e  mtm of yam mmmries? 

A: Everything was short. It ms hard to get tires for ymr car, it 
WEIS hard to get  gas for your car. Public transportation did real well 
at that ths .  Ycnxhad all IAoembl ,  or c~ms, glass collections, 
whatwar, it was cpib different than it is today, I'd my. 

A: Wall the officre .thtrl was jn .ths dcrwntcrwn area and of 
ccrurse, ~ w a s v h e r e ~ w e n t a t t h a t p o i r r t ,  thatwasit 
for springfield. 

Q: Capitol a d  Sjxth or smemh@ 

A: Right. Of cxxlrse the -, any late dai ly  paper, whatever 
just wme off the pxsses plus any late  new^ item wem posted in the 
w h b u  of the Jcrurnal 0x1 Sixth Street. There were always -1e 
w a l k h g b y t o ~ t U m l a ~ m w s w a s a n d s o f o ~ .  

Q: Yclu were gekthq to be a b u t  eighteen at that particular point. 

A: Yes. 

A: Well, m e  Sam called. (latqhter) 

A: And this has happewwd to a lot of puple, so it wasn't that bad, 
1 was drafted in the early part of 1945 w m t  to basic 
at Camp Robimm, Arkansas, just: artside Little m. I 

mnmhr W hills were awful haxd mmhq up and duwn. SawtW I 
wished theryld had that flat cmmtq. FsoAl there after basic, it vms 



Q: Talked about the effect ( l a m )  in .term of bmkbeds. 

A: Wall the me on each deck, mre rstachd about five or 
sixhighandyaubadoneandahalf totwfsetbetwembunkswhich, 
it sly wasn't that bad, but if ycru get rmgh weather, which we did 
me time cm the way across and the guy on .Uls tcrp bunk gets sick, 
e ' s  redly got a pmblem. (laughs) 

Q: I h t g h .  (laughtar) Talking abart .Ula Philippines. I guess it 
was abart ane millicn Aarrtriwns mat evmtually . . . 

A: No, I don't think anyone wanted to - an A-ha& used like I 
say, it's jus t  grapavh, Inciderrhlly, m the way wsr 031 the 
General -, a war with Japan erded. So this is a matter of 
thxeeorfourmeksaftertheesldof thewar~hckfeedIgotfrrmn 
pcplewho-therethatthe. .  . QIthebmsianof Luzmthe 
S;lngayen Gulf, the Japanese cmdtted quite a rarmber of hmhzes aid 
t h a t t h e y h a d t o f l y f r r m ~ ,  t hemain i s l~of Japan t0Fonnssa  
a n d ~ r e f u e l a n d ~ h i t ~ f l e e t a t t h e ~ ~ G u l f .  A n d i t  
was my -, a t  I was told, a t  out of lika smazd 

J- plams #at m w.m mly able to hkemqt b m  and 
the rest: hit ships. Our intelligence in Japan told us mt W 
J ~ h a d ~ t h m s a r d ~ e s w a i t i r g f o r t h e ~ i o n a n d  
this wmld have mused ummqhble lasses before we tam got on the 
beaches. hae to this fact, the loss of l i f e  & the 1- of 
l i f e  to the Japanese themselves frm saturation barb- and EK) forth, 
which would be a pirelude to arry hvasim, pssibly n x m d q  into 



Q: We knuw that say six, swen m&hs previous t o  what we ' r e  
abcnrtmthatthswarinHitler~sEtmphadended, 
M y  April 1945. We talk abart ths invasion vessels 

that were located in ths Phjliwines, h t  the larger transportation 
vehicles beirvg located in Eurape. What did that mean to ym? 

A: No s w h d q .  M v e  thcxlEiandrmlles wrnxld be a laag swim. So 
a c t u a l l y i t w i s a l m o s t s i x t o e i g h t m m t h s a f t e r ~ w a r i n t h  
Pacific ad& before any wlum of tmap ship, the bigger trocrp ships 
~ t h e r e ~ b r h g ~ b a c k t o t h e ~ t e s .  

Q: N m  what  to ym? I undsrstand ycru were in a repla-t 
depot in northem rUZm close to Clark Field .  

A: A t  that time &mn the rioting mnt on I htad  about it. I didn't 
abserve it w l y ,  but IAem ms scms rioting in scm of the camps 
a m m i  Manila. 

A: Redly, really the gavemmeslt: agpreciated the situatim. In this 
p e r i c d a f t e r ~ w a r t h s y ~ k s d w i t h ~ ~ ,  ~ o p e r a e d f o u r o r  
five ammms -, delicims food really, in Manila. Also at 
~ a l i r b a s e t h e r r e ~ p i l ~ ~ p i a r ~ e f i  nym=Aayta 
locatians all ammd the Pacific. And if ycru had a pss arxl ycru 
w n t d t o g o t o H m g ~ ,  ymOOUldwalkintoatmtmarksdHaqIbq 

if" a pilot: was that way he had to fill his plane with 
P--w=s- 



Gemge xilight, Jr. 9 

Q: !Wl&g abcut n s ,  it took abazt it tonk abaut: thirty of them crut 
at  a rahcrt? 

A: Prabably get sixty or in a C54, maybe thirty, --five 
in a E3. Wrt enren SCXE of the Wler- a so forth, if they 
h a d r p a n f o r ~ t h e y ~ r e q u i m d t o ~ ~ .  

Q: Then hcrw waild you ge t  back if ycru gut into Shqapore? Was there 
anothertentthere? 

Q: rrnythins else w i t h  the eggs, lib coffee and egp? 

A: m, m had mffee. (laugh-) We mxe wlell fed. We weren't 
starved or like that. We - always well fed. 

A: A whole lut, a whole lot. 

Q: Yau said that ycru had a friend fmn W l a  and you'd visit the 
ccglntrysidleand&dkedabart justrealbriefly, wedon't needtogo 
irkta lots of detail cm this, m the fact #at yau ksically felt that 
a n y c r n e ~ a t t h a t p e r i o d w a s n o t ~ v e o f a g w e m r a e r r t ,  ycru 
thought was, you kncrw, pa?rJtty w i v e ,  mt W garemment didn't 
carewhatthqwBm, they j u s t e a l l e d t h e m ~ .  

A: Y e s ,  the Pl'li l ipph were sort of odd in a way. The F h U i p p h  
wwe cimlmled by the Jape, they - controlled by the Japanese for a 
while, (law) h r t  they were controll@ by Spain for aver far 
lnln3md-f s o ~ l ~ u s e d i n t h s ~ t h a r e I s  



George might, Jr. 10 

A: The caly thing that I didn't sas that had any dr#nage after that 
were the native huts a r t  in I% boaadoclos, the small villages. 

They mre all built with an3 dried palm they 
just Eieenradtoswaywi ththe~andkkdof  ridebackup. 

Q: Ymxentim& .the fact that same of thPnr actually had, *t, a dug 
crutfnraninralsor.. . 

Q: So you clind3 up a ladder. 

A: C 1 W  up a h M e r  a .  a set of m. 

A: Right. 

Q: Want to tell us a little bit about that. 



A: Right. 

Q: When you caane back here I think yau tried to pi& up college 
yau left off. 

Q: What's the old traction line? 

Q: Frcm the Mvamity of Illhis to winsfield? 
A: Frrrn the University of Illinois to Sprhqfield, right. 

Q: And which line, did they have their crwn private tracks, or . . 
A: Yes, t h q  had thsir am line. I think it was abmt five dollars a 

t r i p  or- l i k  that. So, ame in to see ray future wife 
Nta a tau wsolopnds. Fapbably mre Man I should have, going to 
mllege. 

M o f  Sideone, Tape- 

Q: George, yau = talkirq about worm for the - of 
Irrternal- and future wife and all this. Your father was still 
hew in Springfield, saRh and Dirksen w i t h  his golf ranp, 
-? 
















