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Preface 

This m u s c r i p t  is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted by 

K i t t y  Cathers fo r  the Oral History Office during the f a l l  of 1976. The tapes 

were transcribed and edited by Ki t ty  Cathers. Gilbert W. Kfllinger reviewed the 

transcript.  

Gilbert W. Killinger w a s  born i n  Collinsville, I l l i n o i s  on January 13, 1902. 

He has been steadily employed since the age of s ix,  when he worked as a newspaper 

boy. Ms  l i te rary  and po l i t i ca l  in teres ts  continued through high school, where 
he was president of the senior class,  the Ziterary Society, and the Athletic Club. 

M r .  Killinger began h i s  career a s  a reporter for  the Collinsville Herald, 

where he l a t e r  became news edltor.  He also f ree  lanced f o r  other St .  Louis area 

newspapers and. l a t e r  was sports and court repo&er f o r  the Belleville Advocate 

( l a t e r  the Belleville News-Democrat ) . 
M r .  Killinger became interested i n  pol i t fcs  a t  an early age and was elected 

assis tant  supervior on the Madison County Board i n  1931. He served two terms as 

mayor of Collinsville from 1943-1951. He returned t o  public service i n  1961 as 

town auditor and was appofnted Township Supervisor i n  1962, the position he held 

a t  the tim of the interview. 

Throughout h i s  years i n  public service, Pk. Killinger continued t o  write 

feature a r t i c l e s  fo r  the Collinsville Herald and was awarded f i r s t  place i n  the 

1972 UP1 s t a t e  feature a r t i c l e  contest. 

Readem of the o ra l  history rnemoir should bear i n  mind that  it is a transcript 

of the spoken word, and that  the interviewer, narrator, and edi tor  sought t o  preserure 

the i n f o m l ,  conversational s ty le  that is inherent i n  such h is tor ica l  sources. 
Sangamon State  University is not responsible for  the factual accuracy of the memoir, 

nor f o r  views expressed therein; these are f o r  the reader t o  judge. 

The m u s c r i p t  m y  be read, quoted, and ci ted freely. It m y  not be reproduced 

I n  whole o r  i n  part  by any means, electronic or  mechanical, without permission i n  

writing from the Oral History Office, Sangmn State University, Springfield, I l l ino i s ,  

62708. 
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Gilbert W. Killinger , October 19, 1976, Collinsville , I l l inois .  
Ki t ty  Cathers, Interviewer. 

Q. MP. Killinger, could you t e l l  ~IE something about your family back- 
ground? 

A. A f lo ra l  shop occupies the s i t e  where I was born here i n  Collinsville 
on January 1 3, 19 02. And it l s quite appropfiate that  it does because it ' s 
a constmt reminder f o r  me and others of the-flower beds which my mother 
and maternal grandmother mintailzed t o  b e a u t i e  the lawn and the other 
parts of the block which s m u n d e d  our tw+story frame house a t  617 West 
Main Street.  

h@ father was Hamy Killinger and w mther ,  Estelle Ki l lhger .  FQ father 
cam here i n  the l a t e  18001s with a half dozen other Killlnger families 
because of the success of coal mining which was becoming a sor t  of a boom 
i n  Collinsville. H e  was a hoisting engineer as a young man and also in 
later years. 

I'Q mther  was the d a u t e r  of b r t i n  and Elizabeth Rebeck. They were 
Bohemian lmcigrants who f'irst came t o  Glen Carbon, where coal d n i n g  also 
b l o s s m d  i n  the 1880 's. P@ grandfather first worked as a blacksndth at 
a coal rriLne there. He was a very strong mn incidentally, armd he had feats 
that  were remembered by the older people that  I heard abo when I was a 
yo-te~-th- that  he managed t o  do when he was young? W mother 
one tim worked as a clerk for  the Cicero Ogle Fwniture store on West 
Clay Street in Coll imvil le ,  which is nonexistent now. l'$ father came 
here with the other Killinger farriLlfes, as I said, fromthe Pennsylvania 
Dutch area, 

When I was an infaat ,  I was taken down seriously ill-I was diagnosed as 
double pneumonia-and qy mother always credited Dr. John H. Siege1 with 
saving l i f e .  He cam t o  c a l l  at our hane in a horse and bugy,  which 
was the case i n  those days, and mother said when he got there that  I 
was sor t  of blue--w skin was sort of blue f r o m  head t o  toe--that she 
t h o w t  I was dead. But he applied a r t i f i c i a l  resuscitation and after 
working with me for  an h o w ,  I star ted t o  breathe normally again. 

Q. How did you find the doctor i n  those days? 

A. He was s m n e d  by mssenger. There were no automobiles, of course, 
about that t h ~  and our f o l b  didn't have a horse and buggy. But sowone 
went up t o  his office which w a s  only about f ive or  s ix  blocks from where 
we lived. Nobody there could have guessed at that time that the doctor 

1He bent iron bars and pulled up fence posts with his bme 
hanas. [G.w.K.] 



who applied the a r t i f i c i a l  resuscitation, and the baby he was working 
on, someday that  both would become mayors of Collinsville. 

Q. Isn ' t  that interesting. ( l a w t e r )  

A. D r .  Siege1 was elected t o  a two year term as mayor i n  1915 and re- 
elected i n  1917. I w a s  elected in my f i r s t  four yew term i n  1943 and 
reelected i n  1947. 

When I was a toddler, nly mother and father were divorced, and not long 
after tha t  my father went t o  the most southern part  of I l l ino i s  and be- 
came associated with the coal mLning industry there, particularly around 
Elkville and Hurst Bush. H e  never returned t o  Collinsville except on 
visits and spent the rest of h i s  l i f e  there and died i n  H m t  Bush. 

!Q mother then, when I w a s  about f ive years old, was married t o  George 
W r .  He w a s  a f a m e  and a cooper2 f r o m  S t .  Clair County. He was i n  
Collinsville, at the time when he met her, looking fo r  a job i n  the coal 
rriLning industry. He secured a job and a f t e r  not too long an acqualntmce 
he and rry mother w e r e  married. H e  w a s  a wonderfil gentle-, I' d have 
t o  say that  for  him fo r  everyone t o  how. He treated rre mre as a son 
than he would as a stepson. He w a s  a W d  worker t o  supply the needs of 
his family and did a l o t  of good deeds. 

He had by a previous mamiage-his first wife w a s  deceased--had two 
daughters, Rances who w a s  never married, and Mwy who was maYrfed t o  
George Hill of New Athens, and two sons, John who w a s  a pharmacist i n  
St.  Louis and George, Jr . who became a salesman and then d i s t r i c t  manwr 
fo r  the Oliver Machinery Company. He [George Ramer, Jr.] worked out of 
St.  Louis and ~ e a p o l i s  and w a s  re t i red  f'rom the Indianapolis office 
when he died just  a few years ago. George, Jr. w a s  a veteran of World 
W a r  I and he was seriously wounded i n  one of h i s  legs i n  the ba t t l e  of 
Chateau-Wemy . 

I Q. Haw old were you when your parents were divorced? 

I A. I was about three o r  four years old. 

I Q. And you liked your stepfather? 

I 
A. Very much. After they were b e d  we lived in a rented house on 
West Clay Street and then he manged for  cons6nction of a house at 
800 M a l l e  Street.  It was a four mom house--fmw house. It had but 
one basemnt room that  was hand dug. ?he rest of the basement was not 
usable except fo r  a small sort of a ce l lar  fo r  butter  and eggs and thlngs 
l ike  that .  But one man bu i l t  the house. His rn was Joseph Schwar tz .  
Later, he opened a bicycle repair shop i n  Col1Fnsville.on Clay Street.  
'Ibis house had unfinished room upstairs but it did have floorirx on it. 
There were four roans downstairs and two upstairs that  were avaliable 
any time and it cost a to ta l ,  not counting the l o t ,  of eight hundred 
dollars. That house i s  standing today and just l a s t  sprlng, a f t e r  being 

2~ cooper makes wooden bar re l  or  other tubs. [Ed.] 
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remodeled-there has been added since then under the whole house and 
of course, indoor plmbing had been Fnstalled since then--that house sold 
last spring for  thiween thousand dollars.  

Q. Did it have a stove? How was it heated? 

A. %re were coal stoves. We had a kitchen stove, a coal stove i n  the 
kitchen, also, a heater i n  the living mom. The bedrooms were unheated. 
Not too long after we lived i n  the house, they brought @s down there. 
We used coal lamps up t o  that  t k  and a f t e r  gas was installed-I guess 
I was about ten y e m  alb-then we had gas lights. That was before elec- 
t r i c i t y  cam down that  way. And I guess when I was about twelve or  thir- 
teen they brought sewers fn there and we got r i d  of our outhouse. And 
we had a t i l e  well. The t i l e  were about the s ize  of sewer t i l e  now and 
t h i s  long, lanky bucket went down the well t o  pick up the water and bring 
it up t o  the top. 

l!Q stepfather also b u i l t  a smkehouse i n  the back yard, there t o  smoke 
the mat that  w a s  produced when he k i l led  sonve hogs that  we had. 

Q. Did you have a n u h e r  of animals? 

A. Yes, at that  time that neighborhood w a s  very sparcely set t led.  When 
we went down the res i t  was very sparcely settled. Everybody r m e d  chickens 
practically, not fo r  c o m r i c a l  use but t o  supply t he i r  own eggs and so on 
and t o  have a fryer on Sunday or something l i ke  that .  And some of them 
also raised hogs. Well, my dad had bought a second lo t  adjoin- the first 
one of course. I t 's  on that  property ncw where my present home is situated-- 
tha t ' s  804 LaSalle Street-and i n  the far comer of that  l o t  he bui l t  a 
s t y  and there he raised as many as a half a dozen pigs. Once a year o r  
once every h o  years, whatever the case was, I think about once a year, 
he'd have a butchering day and he called In Joseph Dellammo. He  lived a 
block f r o m  us i n  the 800 block of LaSalle Street and he was the chief 
butcher. It was an a l l  day job by the time they shot the hogs with r i r l e s  
i n  the morning and cut t h e m  up and made sausage out of what they didnt t 
want t o  use fo r  other purposes. And M r .  Cellamano w a s  an expert a t  that .  

He w a s  a rnan who had organized a brass band of the neighborn and a few 
frm outside but wstly the neighbors, and they played music fo r  a l l  kind 
of occasions around the neighborhood. They practiced once a week. Of 
c o m e  they had a l i t t le  brew on the side--encouraged them t o  corn t o  
practice I guess--but they used t o  practice and people would gather around 
the i r  house and l i s t en  t o  them as they practiced. They had a great time. 

Q. What kind of occasions were there i n  the neighborhood that  brought 
these people together? 

A. The biggest one\was the twenty-first bir$hday anniversary of any 
person. That w a s  a big event. I don't think m a ~ l y  families escaped the 
chance t o  celebrate tha t .  I know I went t h r o w  two df them as a kid. 
I how very much about how they enjoyed them. P& uncle Rudy Rebeck 
and rqy uncle Joseph Rebeck, when they each became twenty-one, t he i r  
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parents, who lived a t  710 LaSalle Street . . . By the way, when ny grand- 
parents sold that  property on West Main Street,  which is a f l o r a l  shop 
now, they bu i l t  a how and 710 LaSalle Street just a block from our home. 
Tney would have several half bar re l s  of beer and numerous cases of soda 
and coffee, tea,  a l l  kind of eats.  A l l  the neighbors chipped in. It w a s  
kind of like a big family remion. Every nefghbor was invited from the 
whole area--the area was about two or  three blocks long and square-every- 
body mound there was invited and they a l l  came and they stayed till the 
sun cam up in the morning. Every one of them stayed. 

Q. A l l  night long. 

A. A l l  ni@t long. I m n J 3 e r  my cousin Hilda [Neubauer] ScheLbal _and I 
were &legated a f t e r ,  along about nine o'clock or  so to pass the soda 
around and that just t ickled us t o  death. We got t o  be big shots. We 
didn't get a chance t o  pass the beer tho@. 

Q. What kind of beer w a s  it? 

A. It was draft beer in the half barrels. And they had music. They had 
a concertina o r  two. They moved a l l  the rurmiture out of I know one mom, 
maybe two room of their house and had dancing there of course. It was a 
great tim. You would have t h o w t  they were celeb~at ing the anniversary 
of the United States o r  somethhg o r  other they way they took on. They 
really, really enjoyed it. 

Q. 'I'he significance of the twenty-fimt birthday celebrations were be- 
cause they were allowed t o  drink then, you think that  was the reason they 
got together for  those o r  voting age . . . 
A. No, I don't think it w a s  tha t ,  just  that  they were twenty-one. They 
w e r e  mn. They had become men. They'd stand there and say-the father 
would go thm@ this ceremony at about rddnight-"I present t b  you my 
son who is  now a man.'' 

Q. Oh, tha t ' s  great. That's great. 

A. folks, as I said a while ago, were Bohemian and the Bohemians al- 
w a y s  liked t o  celebrate. 

Q. What other holidays o r  celebrations do you remember? 

A. Well, they would celebrate ordinayy birthdays. They would celebmbe 
the Fourth of July.  I don't remmber when I was real small too many f i re-  
works being used but I remarber tha t  we would get together with the mi@- 
bors and celebrate on the Fourth. That was just an ordinavy thing. It 
was s i t t i n g  down eating a ma1 and I guess ref"reshnuents also. On one of 
those occasions cousin Hilda [Neubauer] Scheibal, whom I mentioned, as 
we were dischargbg solne fireworks, she yelled t o  me that  a roman canue 
w a s  bwning my hatlr . I held it down instead of up, and it b a c k f l ~ d  on 
nu3, hit nly arm and I had rr~y arm in a s l ing  fo r  about a month and a half. 

Q. So much fo r  the fireworks. 
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A. Yes. Another thing that  happened in the neighborhood was celebra- 
t ions in the smrtw almost every night in soinebody's yard. Particu- 
larly they gathered at the home of MP. and Mrs. A u g u s t  Henry, Sr. That 
w a s  at the comer house right across f'rom us, east  of us, on LaSalle 
Street right across St .  C l a l r  Avenue. And there anywhere f r o m  a dozen 
t o  two dozen o r  more people, including kids, would gather on the lawn. 
The older people would sit on the porch and the rest of them would just 
sit on the lawn and sing every imaginable song. 

Q. Like what? Can you remenber s o w  names? 

A. C&, llIn the LQht of the Silvery Moon," "Old Black Joe ," w a s  always 
a favorite, old Kentucky HOE," " I ' m  OnZy a Bird in a Gilded Cage," 
"Af'ter the B a l l  was Over," "Red Wing," "P& Pretty Rainbow." Oh there 
was one that  everybody liked. It was a quartet. ''P@ Bonnie Rose," "I@ 
bnnie Rose." 

Q. You mntioned a quartet, w e r e  there a l o t  of the old barbershop 
quartet type thing or . . . 
A. Yes, there w e r e  groups that participated in that  k h d  of singing but 
it was pretty easy t o  get a quartet any tim they were together. Some- 
bodytd say, "kt a quartet ," and thereld be eight waiting t o  get in to  the 
quartet. ( laughter ) 

Q. Did anyone i n  your family play a musical instrument? 

A. Yes, not i n  ~7 hnedia te  family but ~7 uncle Rudy Rebeck w a s  just a 
block away. When he got lrarried he bought a house at 716 LaSalle Street.  
He played a tuwnpet. They called them cornets i n  those days. So did h i s  
wife, Tillie Rebeck, whose &den name was Wild. She played a trumpet 
and uncle Joe Rebeck, played a s l ide  trorrbone. That was all of us 
except that  you miat say that  qy aunt T i l l i e  Rebeck along with %ss 
Josephine James, who was principal. later at the ColunS3ian School here, 
orgarxized the first girls1 orchestra, first feminine orchestra, i n  the 
history of Coll imvil le .  

Q. When w a s  that? 

A. That was about 1910, somwhere along i n  there--1910 o r  1912 o r  mybe 
along i n  there. 

Q. Was that  just brass too o r  did they have strings? 

A. A piano. 

Q. Oh. 

A. I think it was a five piece orchestra. They used t o  meet a t  the 
home of Mrs. James on C e d a r  Street.  I t 's  not too far from where we lived. 
And every time they had a rehearsal, i f  the weather was nice, people 
congregated around the outside of t he i r  house and listened t o  them. They 
made t he i r  first appearance a t  a fair a t  St. Peter and Pau l l s  Catholic 



Church and they brought down the 
that one time. She told me they 
the t rmpet .  She s a d  the music 
people s t m e d  clapping and that  

6 

house. I talked t o  w aunt TilLie about; 
were so nervous she could hardly finger 
came out and after they started, why 
was all there was t o  it ! 

Q. What kind of occasion was this at the church? 

A. It was a fair of sore kind, an annual church fair. 

Q. They had a fair every year then? 

A. Yes, they1 d been having it before and they had concession booths and 
so on and when this orchestra s tar ted  t o  play everybody left  the concession 
booths and walked up t o  the stage t o  get around and everybody [would] see 
them. No one had heard a g i r l s '  orchestra before. 

Q. You mentioned your mother had a garden. What kind of flowers did 
she have  the^ or w a s  it vegetables and tha t ,  too? 

A. No, they were a l l  flowers. As I remember, both grandmother and ny 
mother seemed t o  l ike  geraniums the most but the rest of the flowers I 
don t know. They were always talking geraniums. I guess that was the 
mst c o m n  flower at that  time. They had them when w e  were down on 
LaSalle Street too, both of them. 

I mntioned about the chickens. One of the t h h g s  that  we did, mst of 
the people did--I donlt suppose i t ' s  done any more--was t o  parch the corn 
before it was fed t o  the chickens. 

Q. Pwch, what does tha t  man? 

A. Put it i n  the oven, l e t  it turn brown and getting just  ready t o  pop 
like popcorn would. It would pop i f  you had it i n  there a long time but 
mostly it would get black and burn. But they had t o  watch it so it just 
got brown and it w a s  a general, comnon belief a t  that  t h  that  if you fed 
that to the chickens they'd lay more eggs. 

Q. You think it works? (laughter) 

A. I donlt think it proved out. No, they quit  after about a year. 
Another thing about that  neighborhood, everybody w a s  so much more superc 
s t i tous  h those days. One of the things tha t  was a jinx was an owl. 
And of course, our neipJiborhood had been a raspberry patch and a blackbemy 
patch before, wild blackberries and wild raspberries. And not far away 
was a woods a l l  around us. And there were owls there all the ti=. But 
i f  an owl  came up in to  our par t  of the town and sat on a t ree  o r  sat on 
somebochr lCI porch and hooted that mant somebody i n  that  block was going 
t o  die. 

A. ?hat w a s  a c o m n  belief a t  that  t h e .  They d worry about it. They' d 






























































































































































































































































































































