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Volume 11

Leland J. Kennedy

SESSION 8, TAPE 16, SIDE 1

Q: When you went back in 1963, do you recall Dr. Bettag?
A: Director of Public Welfare?
Q: Public Welfare yes.

A: That name rings a bell. T’ll tell the person [ found to contact in the Public Welfare
Department, on the second or third floor or wherever it was, and higher up in the state
office building, the Stratton Office Building, was Mrs. Ackerman. She was a crackerjack. She
was the executive secretary to any director they had. She just stayed on and on and
on. And she was a Springfield native, T think she’s lost her husband quite young and had
several children before he died, but she’s a crackerjack. You could get some reason out of
her.

Of course you know public aid recipients or public welfare wasn’t the ounly complaints you
heard. I had a lady who got me out of bed many a time that had a sister out at the old
state hospital, and every time she’d gel mistreated she’d call me. And you could go out
there and talk to them. She’d say, “What cottage does she live in?” And I got to know
those people, the attendants, the execulives or the nurses, and T got along with them. I
don’t think any of those people ever engaged in voting in the primary. I'd never think of
it out there, but — so there wasn’t any political reason for me to go out there, just that
I had always knew about it, and I could go out there after T got started and go to the partic-
ular cottage where this patient was and check with the supervisor or some of the attendants
and they’d tell you their side of the story.

I've been called out there lots of times and — well T always called it the evening shift, three
to eleven, or four to twelve. Not a lot — I guess lots of times too, they’d have people acting
up and they’d want me to see what was being done so you could, when legislation came in
for that particular appropriation, or complaints, that you could look at it firsthand. They
have committees to visil prisons and mental institutions and some other, but I never served
on any of those committees.

Q: Oh you didn’t?

A: But T could always go out to the state hospital and generally satisfy any complaint or
anything I wanted to know because I just — I didn’t shout at them or cuss them out or
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— just got along with them, that’s all. Oh they had a fellow out there by the name of
Smith that was quite — he still may be there, he’s much younger than me — he could be
belligerent, but after I got to know him and talked to him, why, we could generally iron
it out. So you always had that to look into. And . ..

Q: Well let’s see now, Anthony Scariano and . . .

A: Scariano was on that committee, that's . . .

Q: ... Abner Mikva were involved.

A: Those were the two names I was thinking of. Mikva’s a judge now isn’t he?

Q: Yes.

A: And is Scariano still — what’s he doing? practicing law I guess, huh?

Q: Right, yes.

A: Scariano and Mikva were on that original commission I mentioned to you and they were

with us that day, and Bob Mann and Scariano was an Italian but I think Mikva and Mann
are both Isrealites, as I call them “Nazarenes,” I'd say to them, and they’d laugh. But they
were on that. That’s the two names I was thinking of. Of course Mikva went to Congress,
didn’t he? for a while?

Q: Yes.

A: And he’s a judge now, T guess that Tony Scariano’s practicing law. And Bob Mann, he
always told me he wanted to be mayor of Chicago, which is alright. I wouldn’t want to
be mayor of Chicago. But he wanted it. (chuckles)

Q: Well! Let’s see now, Scariano and Mikva had a lot of legislation introduced to investigate
the purchasing policies of the public aid and public welfare agencies. That may have been
prior to 1963, that might have been 1959 or 1961 when they did that. Do you recall anything
about that?

A: Oh, I recall something about it. There was legislation coming in to check on those things
and Tony and Abner were quite active in everything I think. And sometimes they argued
with their colleagues in their own party and all their legislation wasn't too popular, but I
always got along with them. I recall after Mikva left the assembly, I think, and went to
Congress, I went on the Labor Laws Commission from that publie aid. [ stayed there a
long time, and quite frankly if I was ever to get any appointment as a public member, I
would prefer that. And Mikva would — it came before us one time or came down to Spring-
field with some . . .

(taping interrupted for telephone conversation, then resumed)

A: ... with some idea. But he and Tony and Bob were great buddies. Whether they were
social friends I don’t know, but all their ideas and suggestions weren't the greatest I don’t
suppose, and I think sometimes they were — oh they might have been troublemakers or
making a name for themselves. But Abner went to Congress and then went on the bench
and got himself a good appointment, and I guess that Tony and Bob are practicing law. And
I don’t know how long Tony served. 1 don’t have any idea. Bob served quite a while. 1
didn’t serve too long with Tony. He left. He didn’t run for something else. I don’t think
he ever ran for state office or ran for Congress. Probably made more money practicing law.
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Q: Well let’s see, Scariano joined Simon, Paul Simon, to call for investigation of the Lincoln
State School, and I believe the Dixon State School. Did the Alton State Hospital get
involved in any way with that investigation? Do you recall that at all?

A: No. I don’t recall that. Those two schools you mentioned, that’s for children, aren’t
they? Lincoln . . .

Q: Yes sir.

A: 1 had a fellow come by my house, a parent of one of the patients at Lincoln, and he
said he’d been up to visit his child, their retarded child. And I suppose that that’s a hard
thing for a parent to do, to put their children away, but the press will say that’s the best
idea. He had been up there in early December and found his child outside, scantily clothed,
and just rushed to complain to me, wanted me to know it. We weren’t in session then, but
I think I went up there by myself the first good couple of days we had. Maybe Eileen went
with me, I don’t know. I wasn’t at Shell, I'm sure T wasn’t at Shell. Still living on Wash-
ington Avenue.

And I went in there and talked to somebody and there happened to be a parents’ meeting
at that time at Lincoln. And I think that was — I'm going to have to say, a parents’ associa-
tion with their children there and I talked to a female member of that, and she seemed
to know something about it, and told me enough that it was sufficient that 1 came back and
told this particular person what they thought had happened, and he seemed to be calmed
down. You know when you get complaints like that, the parent or the brother or sister
of the particular individual, they're pretty upset you know.

Have you ever been in one of those schools? That’s quite a moving experience to go to those
places. And you've got to be a pretty strong person I guess, or pretty compassionate, to
see through it.

Oh they had a lot of trouble with a dairy farm out at Alton State Hospital. And they done
away with it. And I know some of the employees who had had a career out there in the
dairy farming were upset about it. But it was an economical move, and it proved a sensible
move,

Q: What was the trouble with the . . .

A: Well it was just costing too much money to operate, that’s all. T mean they didn’t pro-
duce enough milk, or the care of the cattle, or the care of the barns, or the care of the
grounds. That’s part of where that Gordon Moore Park is now, that was all dairy farming
years and years ago. And it was just a move on economy, a cost move. And naturally when
you eut something out, why, you're going to get complaints. But it proved out okay. And
now these people that left, I don’t know, I guess they took their pension or went — and
they all had tenure and went in some other part of the hospital.

But talking about that, you call to mind when I originally went in the assembly that I think
those people got sixty dollars a month, those attendants. But you'd see a lot of husbands
and wives working. See they worked — maybe they couldn’t hold any other job. And they
were political jobs and they didn’t want to go work out in industry or offices or didn’t feel
like they were qualified, but they were qualified to be attendants and that’s a pretty rough
job. And you've got to have some compassion. They get to know these patients better on
a first-name basis, and know their conduct and U'm sure that had to be true of Lincoln and
Dixon. I think Lincoln’s still there though, or did they close that?

Q: No it's still operating right there. It’s a different type of . . .

A: Did they close Dixon?
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Q: No, I think they’re both there.

A: Do they have the mongoloids? Is that where it was? They were there when I were
there.

Q: I don’t know. I'm not that familiar with it. Well you mentioned going up to Lincoln
State School unannounced I guess. Esther Saperstein used to make it a habit to go to these
places unannounced. Do you recall anything about her visiting . . .

A: I think she did, yes, yes. No I don't recall. 1 think — well T'll tell you who done it,
and I may have been up there that day — isn’t there a Fawell out of Du Page County?

Q: Yes.
A: He’s retired now I guess, isn’t he?
Q: Yes.

A: Yes. I saw him up there a couple of times. One time we took a bus up there, the Public
Aid Commission went, But he seemed to have a good knowledge of it. Now if there are
any schools for the retarded in Du Page County, I don’t know of any state schools. There
are probably private schools. And that Jack Knuepfer — he’s head of the county board in
Du Page County — he used to go up there. I think that might have been a practice of a
number of people. But maybe they didn’'t get the mileage out of it that Esther wanted out
of it.

Oh, I never told them when I'd go to the Alton State Hospital, I never told them when I
was coming. And I never had any real bad problems out there. As I mentioned, that Mr.
Smith, he didn’t particularly like for me to be coming, but I'd just go to the cottage, and
I guess I've been out there a number of times and he didn’t even know I was there bhecause
I wasn’t going to biow a bugle or raise a horn or raise hell or blow a whistle on anybody.
All I wanted to know was to find out so I could answer a complaint to the person who was
involved.

And some of those attendants, there were attempts of somebody to physically abuse them. I
think that’s happened. The more violent patients. And I imagine tenure in those places
becomes important, and the seniority of the particular attendant, and when raises became
more prevalent and benefits became more prevalent that those conditions improved and their
benefits improved. But now they take and put a lot of the public welfare people in the nurs-
ing homes, don’t they? Isn’t thata . ..

Q: Yes. That was a major move as a matter of fact to improve the situation.

A: Sure. Now who — did Bettag do that? Was that his idea?

Q: No. I think that came somewhat later. If I remember correctly, the legislator that was
involved mostly with that was John Parkhurst from Peoria. I think he got that movement
going, or was involved with the group that developed that idea.

A: Yes. Iguess hewas. Do you ever see him? How is he?

Q: Fine. Fine. We had a good series. I didn’t do it with him, but we have interviewed
him.

A: He was a very knowledgeable man, very knowledgeable. I had forgotten all about him.

Q: Yes. There was a group, T gather, toward the end of the 1960’s who were wondering
about what to do about this public aid and public welfare and that sort of thing. And one
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of the solutions was to transfer patients who really weren’t mental patients from the mental
organization to these nursing homes and to help people develop nursing home
capability. There was during the 1960’s considerable problem with the regulation of nursing
homes. They had not been regulated earlier back in the 1940’s and 1950’s I guess. And
there were some rather . . .

A: Yes. Irecall that. Didn’t out of that come — do they have an A, B and C? Ts a shelter-
care home different than a nursing home?

Yes. That’s correct.

What — what's the difference?

Q:
A:
Q: Idon’t know. I don’t know that much . . .
A: Is shelter care less . . .

Q: The thing I recall about it is that shelter care does not get federal aid, where the nursing
homes can get federal aid. That’s one thing.

A: Well T guess that still is then, I guess that still is. But these nursing homes, the better
ones, I'm sure they have public aid recipients in them. Some of their children take care of
them. Some have got a private income. You'd have to be a pretty compassionate person
maybe to work in one of those and I guess there are times in the day or the weeks or the
months or the years that you're not quite as compassionate as you ought to be, and maybe
the recipient or the guest of a nursing home — a paid guest or a public aid guest — isn’t
quite as reciprocatory as they should be I suppose, or reciprocal.

But that’s a tremendous problem, old age is, and I think we’ve done a pretty good job in
Illinois with legislation supervising them and seeking out ideas on what legislation to
implement. I'm sure Parkhurst, if he was instrumental — I’'m sure that Mikva and Scariano
and Bob Mann had some excellent ideas. I had forgotten all about John Parkhurst. He
didn’t stay very long I don’t think.

Q: No. Well he was there through the 1960’s. But he left . . .

A: Did he run for state office?

Q: Tve forgotten. T think he considered it, but I don’t think he did. I might be mistaken.

SESSION 9, TAPE 17, SIDE 1

A: Took the children up to the Museum of Science and Industry up there in Chicago. We
took them every place we could, or have taken them every place we could, and increased
their mentality. Why they had a submarine up there! I guess it’s still there, isn’t it?

Q: Oh is that right? I don’t know.

A: We went in that. And went down and around, but that’s the only time that . . . I never
was much of a navy man. I guess those bell-bottomed pants scared me.

Q: Yes. Welll Well they did away with them you know, and then they went back to them.

A: Yes.
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Q: People wanted them.

A: Well we had guys out at Shell that [ worked with and, Christ, one was into Seabees and
two or three others were in the navy. Of course there was army personnel and some air
force personnel. But I don’t know — the navy frightened me. Ididn’t . . .

Q: You mentioned the South Pacific. Have you been in the South Pacific?

A: No. No. I meant the South Atlantic when we came back home on that hospital
ship. I'm pretty sure it was the South Atlantic route and they told us it was and of course
now whether we went — I don’t know how far south we went. We didn’t go down to the
Argentinas or anything like that I don’t assume, but I guess they went — how far they’d
o, I don’t know.

Q: Yes.

A: I never did think much about it. I know that the fellows that came home out of those
cigarette camps in Europe — they had Lucky Strike and Philip Morris and Camel — they
all came home the South Atlantic route. But those fellows landed in Virginia. The ones
that I knew. But we landed right on the East River and came right up by the Bowery and
went right by the Statue of Liberty, it was on a Sunday morning. I recall that -- Christ
there was over four hundred on the ship, and I guess four hundred and ten of them were
erying, I suppose.

Q: Well. (chuckles) You were ambulatory at that time, were you?

A: Yes. Yes. There was a hundred litters I believe and T was ambulatory at that time. I
ate at a table with — they had tables of four, and one fellow had one arm — a young fellow,
hell, T guess that was fifteen years younger than T was. I could see he ecalled
somebody. They gave us all twenty-five dollars. He was making a call and I could see he
was crying. I never saw him again. I never saw any of those fellows anymore, I don’t know
who they were.

It was a smaller ship we came back on but we made good time. And I mentioned Liverpool
before — when I see that name, Liverpool, T still shudder,

Q: I imagine. Yes sir. (chuckles) Speaking of that sort of thing, I notice that you were
on the Military Affairs Committee in 1947, I guess your first term down there, and you locat-
ed something about the bonus on two people that had not been paid — the two World War
I people. Do you recall that particular incident?

A: Yes. Was it World War Il or World War I?
Q: World War 1.
A: Was it?

Q: Yes. There were two individuals here in this area that had not been paid the World
War I bonus.

A: Well, of course they contacted me. Curly wasn’t on it, and Orville wasn’t on it, and Mink
wasn’t on it, so they contacted me. I guess [ was the lesser of the three evils, If you say
I did it, I did. But there was a tremendous amount of snafu on the Second World War. Not
a tremendous amount, there was bound to be some. Fellows who didn’t maybe qualify. We
amended that Bonus Act, didn’t we? The General Assembly either amended or set a new
act that maybe had — if the first act said that you had to be in a hundred days and some
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A: Was that eliminated by the Constitution?
Q: Nosir. It was eliminated by Ogilvie. He came in with the Bureau of the Budget.

A: By legislation? Yes, Bureau of the Budget, sure, yes, yes. That just created more jobs
too though, didn't it, in a sense?

Q: I guess. (chuckles)

A: Well my first four terms there, the Budgetary Commission wasn’t naturally as
active. And then when I got back in, they were very active and I think maybe that there
were a number of members of the assembly that thought like I did that it — well whether
it was a necessary evil, but it was an unnecessary evil maybe.

That were several members of the house that were on the Constitutional Convention. Yes,
Elward was in it, and I was going to run. I went to the Telegraph and I believe I could
get elected, but, oh, I just didn’t do it because I didn’t want to go through another campaign
because there was always opposition down here.

Q: This was as a delegate to the Constitutional Convention?

A: Yes, as a delegate, yes, and I just didn’t feel like I wanted to run all of the time. I
would have loved to have been on it because . . .

Q: Did you have particular objectives that you thought should be changed in the Constitu-
tion?

A: Well I could have thought of them after I got there I guess. I don’t say that
sarcastically. I just always could think on my feet pretty good and I probably — it’s heen
— it’s been over ten years ago and I just read from my mind. I didn’t go to many
sessions. They came down here, a number of them did, and toured the state to gel ideas
and they held public meetings and I went to them.

Oh, I don't know, the ones that I had the privilege to meet were, T thought — I was of the
opinion that if they was going to write a new Constitution, that the Illinois General Assem-
bly should have written it, we were the governing body. And I don’t say that no one else
could write it, someone else did. But I just thought that the people sent us there to do that,
if necessary.

Daley didn’t think that. He didn’t like that idea. Because I recall that he came down and
talked to a Democratic caucus one time, maybe to the whole assembly, and he was for the
election of delegates to the Constitution. His boy was a delegate. I guess he didn’t think
the assembly was smart enough, but I happened to think they were. I think they could have
done it.

I've had a number of guys ask me when I was still in the house and I'd always say, “Well
you can lay that at the doorstep.” I said, “The only good thing they've done” — this is
probably unfair to say — “they gave the assembly a chance to have a per diem.” And they
did. Under the old Constitution you couldn’t have a per diem. And the Constitutional
Convention members got one and they could see that we needed one and that was in the
Constitution.

But I just felt like the assembly could have written the Constitution. I don’t know whether
it was any better or not. I don’t think they needed one. But just like that judicial reform
you mentioned yesterday, they’re always reforming. I don’t know. You have to make
changes, sure, and we could amend the old Constitution under the Gateway plan. And the
judges and the lawyers by and far wanted judicial reform, but I think if you’d check the


















































































