
A S e r i e s  of In te rv iews  Focusing on the 

John p. Kennedy Assass ina t ion :  

W i l l i a m  Chamberlain * 

Dale Coleman b 

James Dunham 4 

P a u l  Findley 
Richard Horn 
Nelson Howarth 
J i m  McKinney 
Judy Redick 
William J. Ryan 
P a u l  Simon 
Chr is  Vlahoplus 

RETURN TO: 
Sangarnon State University Archha 

Brookens Library, Room 144 
(2 1 7) 786-6520 



William Chamberlain Memoir 

COPYRlGHT @ -. 1981 SANGAMON STATE UNIVERSITY, SPKINGFIELD, ILLINOIS. 

t 
All rights reserved. No part of this work may be rcproduccd or transmitted in any form by any means, electronic or 
mechanical, including photocopying and recording or by any information storage or retrieval system, without 
permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State University, Springfield, Illinois 62708. 

4 



P r e f a c e  

T h i s  is  one i n  a s e r i e s  of i n t e r v i e w s  conducted by Robert  Dixon 
f o r  t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  February 10 ,  1972. The f o c u s  of t h e  
i n t e r v i e w  w a s  t h e  John F,  Kennedy a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  

Wi l l i am H. Chamberlain,  a judge of t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t ,  was a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
a s s i s t a n t  t o  Governor 05to Kerner  a t  t h e  t i m e  of  t h e  J .  F. K. 
a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  They were a t t e n d i n g  a Midwest Governors Conference i n  
Omaha a t  t h e  t imeland  h e  r e l a t e s  t h e  reactions of t h e  peop le  t h e r e .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir shou ld  b e a r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
i n h e r e n t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangarnon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  n o t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, n o r  f o r  views 
e x p r e s s e d  t h e r e i n ;  these  are f o r  t h e  reader t o  judge.  

The manuscr ip t  may be r e a d ,  quoted and cited f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical ,  
w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  i n  w r i t i n g  f r o m  the O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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W i l l i a m  Chamberlain,  February 1 0 ,  1 9 7 2 ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Robert  Dixon, I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q. B i l l ,  what is  i t  you remember abou t  t h e  day John Kennedy was 
a s s a s s i n a t e d ?  

A. Well, i t  t u r n e d  o u t  'we were a t  t h e  Midwest Governor Conference i n  
Omaha. Governor Kerner ,  h i s  w i f e ,  Mrs. Kerner ,  C h r i s  Vlahoplus who 
w a s  t h e  Governor ' s  p r e s s  s e c r e t a r y  had flown t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  t h e  day 
b e f o r e  t h e  Midwest Governors Conference.  There  had been a morning 
s e s s i o n  j u s t  b r e a k i n g  about  noon. Half  of t h e  governors  were  heading 
o u t  t o  S t r a t e g i c  A i r  Command b a s e  l o c a t e d  i n  L i n c o l n ,  Nebraska and 
some of  t h e  o t h e r  governors  were p r e p a r i n g  f o r  some o t h e r  mee t ings  
and t h e  word s t a r t e d  coming around t h a t  Kennedy had been s h o t  i n  
D a l l a s .  For  a p e r i o d  o f  f o r t y - f i v e  minutes  t o  an hour  w e  were i n  some- 
what of a vacuum. No one knew f o r  s u r e  t h e  n a t u r e  o r  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  
i n j u r y  o r  whether  i t  was a s e r i o u s  i n j u r y  o r  whether  t h e r e  was any 
danger  o f  P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy dying.  

C h r i s  Vlahoplus  who was a former  Uni ted P r e s s  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  Bureau 
c h i e f  c o n t a c t e d  l o c a l  Uni ted P r e s s  Bureau a t  t h a t  t i m e  t o  s e e  i f  h e  
had any i n f o r m a t i o n .  T h e i r  i n f o r m a t i o n  w a s  i n d e f i n i t e  bu t  t h e y  had 
l e f t  a  ve ry  d i s t i n c t  impress ion  t h a t  t h e y  thought  t h e  s h o o t i n g  was 
v e r y  s e r i o u s  and p robab ly  would be  f a t a l .  

Then when t h e  word came t h a t  P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy was a s s a s s i n a t e d ,  t h e  
governors  m e t  i n  a h u r r i e d  s e s s i o n .  The governors  who had gone 
p r e v i o u s l y  l e f t  f o r  t h i s  S t r a t e g i c  Air Command b a s e  were r e t u r n i n g  a t  
t h e  t ime .  They h e a r d  by r a d i o  t h a t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had been a s s a s s i n a t e d .  
They h e l d  an  emergency mee t ing ,  agreed  t o  t e r m i n a t e  t h e  confe rence .  
The c o n f e r e n c e  was n o t  due t o  b e  ended u n t i l  t h e  n e x t  day.  

The t h i n g s  I r e c a l l  most s t r i k i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime.  I l l i n o i s  and Michigan 
S t a t e  were p l a y i n g  f o r  t h e  Big Ten t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Sa tu rday .  T h i s  was a 
Thursday,  I b e l i e v e  i t  would be.  

Q. F r i d a y ,  I t h i n k .  

A , '  Thursday o r  I g u e s s  i t  was on Fr iday .  Next a f t e r n o o n  t h e y  would 
p l a y  f o r  t h e  Big Ten championship.  And I reca l l  Governor Kerner  a s k i n g  
m e  t o  c a l l  M r .  Kenneth Will iamson who is  t h e  chairman of t h e  board of 
t r u s t e e s  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  c a l l  him and c a n c e l ,  make e f f o r t s  
to c a n c e l  t h e  f o o t b a l l  game. T h i s  is r a t h e r  a s t o n i s h i n g  t h a t  my f i r s t  
r e a c t i o n  w a s  nobody c a n c e l s  a  Big Ten f o o t b a l l  game. And of c o u r s e ,  t h e  
a t t i t u d e  w a s  t h i s  is  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  a p r e s i d e n t ' s  been a s s a s s i n a t e d ,  you 



know, i n  c u r r e r ~ t  times. So I t n  
i n f o r m a t i o n  that  Governor Kcrncr 
shou ld  b e  cance led .  

i.ked La Mr. Wlll.lnmso~i and r c l n y c d  LIie  
' s at  titudc was that  t l ~ c  S o o ~ l ~ a l l  ~ : , I I I W  

He had t a l k e d  t o  Governor Romney who was a l s o  t h e r e .  Governor Romney 
w a s  of the  same p o i n t  of view. We were i n  a l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n t  p o s i t i o n  
because  t h e  game was b e i n g  played i n  Michigan,  M r .  Will iamson s a i d  
t h a t  t h e y  had d i s c u s s e d  i t  a t  t h e  board af r e g e n t s  of t h e  S t a t e  of 
Michigan and t h e y  cons idered  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  and dec ided  t o  proceed 
with t h e  p l a y i n g  o f  t h e  f o o t b a l l  game, T h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  was r e l a y e d  
t o  t h e  Governor and Governor Kerner and Governor Romney t a l k e d .  
Governor Rornney c a l l e d  t h e  board of r e g e n t s  a g a i n  and v e r y  e m p h a t i c a l l y  
i n d i c a t e d  h e  wanted t h e  game cance led .  It was an ' o r  e l s e '  s i t u a t i o n  
and the game was t h e n  cqnce led .  

Other  s i t u a t i o n s  t h a t  were o c c u r r i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime .  Governors were t r y i n g  
t o  make arrangements  t o  get back t o  t h e i r  s t a t e s .  The phones were 
e x c e p t i o n a l l y  busy,  t h e  p l a n s  f o r  t h e  f u n e r a l  were t h e n  be ing  fo rmula ted .  
The governors  were b e i n g  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  t hey  were expected o r  were  r e q u e s t e d  
t o  be  i n  a t t e n d a n c e  i n  Washington f o r  t h e  f u n e r a l .  The d a t e  and r ime 
w e r e n ' t  e x a c t l y  p r e c i s e  because  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  abou t  t h a t  t ime  t h e  p a r t y  
j u s t  r e t u r n e d  t o  Washington from Texas. Everybody w a s  p r e t t y  much i n  t h e  
s ta te  of shock. I mean i t  was hard  t o  r e a l i z e  and I ' m  s p e a k i n g  as i f  
t h i s  was a s h o r t  p e r i o d  of t ime b u t  t h i s  was a  t h r e e ,  f o u r ,  f i v e  hour  
p e r i o d .  I t h i n k  p robab ly  l a t e r ,  l a t e  a f t e r n o o n  t h a t  we t a l k e d  about  
c a n c e l i n g  t h e  f o o t b a l l  game. 

I remember Governor Kerner asked m e  t o  t r y  t o  make arrangements  f o r  
Governor Welch of I n d i a n a  t o  g e t  r e s e r v a t t o n s  on a p l a n e  so h e  could  g e t  
back t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s  s o  h e  cou ld  g e t  r e s i t u a t e d  and g e t  moving o u t  t o  
Washington. Governor Welch w a s  a former  U.  S. a t t o r n e y  a t  t h e  same t ime 
Kerner  was and t h e y ' d  been f r i e n d s  f o r  many y e a r s .  We're a b l e  t o  g e t  him 
a f l i g h t  back t o  Chicago and t h e n  motored o u t  t o  I n d i a n a p o l i s .  

It was q u i t e  a s a d  o c c a s i o n .  I remember Governor Kerner  becoming v e r y  
upset w i t h  t h e  newspaperman who came up and asked me what h e  thought  t h i s  
would have as f a r  as p o l i t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  t h e  n e x t  y e a r .  And Governor 
Kerner  was v e r y  u p s e t  w i t h  t h i s  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h i s  was n e i t h e r  t h e  t i m e  n o r  
t h e  place t o  d i s c u s s  a n  i s s u e  l i k e  t h i s ,  

We s t a y e d  i n  Omaha t h a t  n i g h t .  There  was some wea ther  problems and we 
had a s m a l l  s t a t e  p lane .  We had d i n n e r  t o g e t h e r  t h a t  n i g h t .  And one 
t h i n g  I r e c a l l  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  M r s .  Kerner  was t h e r e .  Mrs. K e r n e r ' s  f a t h e r  
was Anton Cermak who was mayor of Chicago. And her f a t h e r  was a s s a s s i n a t e d  
back i n  t h e  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s .  And t h e r e ' s  been some s p e c u l a t i o n  over  t h e  
y e a r s  t h e  bullet: t h a t  k i l l e d  him was i n t e n d e d  f o r  P r e s i d e n t  Roosevel t .  
And t h i s  had a v e r y  v iv id  impact on h e r .  Because t h e  t r a g e d y  t h a t  t h e  
Kennedys were undergoing i n  November 2 2 ,  1963 I ' m  s u r e  r e c a l l e d  i n  h e r  
mind t h e  t r a g e d y  and sorrow t h a t  she'd exper ienced  back i n  t h e  e a r l y  
t h i r t i e s  when h e r  f a t h e r  was a s s a s s i n a t e d .  And l a t e r  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  
of t h e  evening s h e  d i d  speak  of t h i s  and was v e r y  obv ious ly  u p s e t  abou t  
it. She r e t i r e d  very e a r l y  i n  t h e  evening.  



We l e f t  about  f i v e  o ' c l o c k  t h e  ucxt  morning and r e t u r n e d  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d .  
We went t o  the mansion and t h e  S ta te  Ilouue. Tlic Governor procceded t o  
draw a proc lamat ion ,  mourning t h e  d e a t h  of P r e s i d e n t  Kennedy, s e t t i n g  
t h e  f l a g s  t o  be a t  h a l f  mast f o r  a c e r t a i n  p e r i o d  o f  time. Secretary of 
S t a t e ' s  peop le  met w i t h  u s  i n  t h e  S t a t e  House and w e  were a d d r e s s e d  i n  
a p p r o p r i a t e  mourning facilities, Rev. James Walsh was t h e n  t h e .  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of b u i l d i n g s  f o r  t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e ' s  o f f i c e .  H e  
handled all t h a t ,  t h o s e  a s p e c t s  from o u r  p o i n t  of view. 

I would say  t h a t  t h o s e  were g e n e r a l l y  my r e c o l l e c t i o n s .  It was j u s t  a 
change i n  the  world .  Cancel ing a f o o t b a l l  game, a l l  t e l e v i s i o n  was 
suspended. W e  saw l a t e r  i n  t h e  evening a view of  t h e  e v e n t s  t h a t  were 
photographed i n  D a l l a s .  I ' d  say everybody was p r e t t y  much i n  a s t a t e  
of shock. 

Q.  Did you s e e  t h a t  Oswald t h i n g  on T.V. when h e  g o t  s h o t ?  

A .  That  w a s  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  Sunday. We were  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  and we had 
gone t o  a brunch t h a t  morning and from t h e  t ime  we l e f t  t h e  house t o  
t h e  time,we g o t  t o  t h e  p l a c e  where we were going t h e  k i l l i n g  had occur red .  
I saw i t ,  you know, a dozen t imes  t h a t  day on t e l e v i s i o n ,  I ' m  s u r e .  T 
might a d d % f u r t h e r  t h a t  Goverrior Kerner s t a y e d  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  f o r  a v e r y  
b r i e f  p e r i o d  of t i m e .  ' H e  and Mrs. Kerner  f l e w  on i n  t o  Washington a lmos t  
immediately a f t e r  h o t e l  rooms were made a v a i l a b l e  f o r  him and we made 
some arrangements  where he could  r e n t  mourning c l o t h e s .  Not a .m.  morning 
b u t  t h e  f u n e r a l  t y p e  c l o t h e s .  

Q. Did s tate p o l i c e  o r  anybody g e t  c o n t a c t e d  t h a t  you know of by t h e  
s e c r e t  s e r v i c e  o r  anybody f o r  any r e a s o n ?  

A.  I would s a y ,  now t h a t  you ment ion i t ,  a t  t h a t  t ime  o u r  s e c u r i t y  was 
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  i n  Omaha and t h e y  m e t  u s  a t  t h e  p l a n e .  There  
were,  I t h i n k  t h e  number of s e c u r i t y  p e o p l e  t h a t  were  normal ly  w i t h  t h e  
Governor and i n  t h o s e  days  were p r a c t i c a l l y  n o t h i n g .  Maybe a s t a t e  
p o l i c e  o r  s ta te  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  as a c h a u f f e u r  b u t  a f t e r  that t h e r e  were 
u s u a l l y  two  t o  f o u r  o f f i c e r s  t h e r e  and t h e  a r e a  t h a t  we were a t  i n  Omaha 
was s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s e d  because  t h e y  d i d n ' t  know whether  t h i s  was a 
n a t i o n a l  p l o t  o r  j u s t  t h e  a c t s  of a l u n a t i c .  

Q. When i t  happened d i d  you have a n y t h i n g  come t o  y o u r  mind l i k e  when 
I was t a l k i n g  t o  Mayor Howarth and h e  r i g h t  away thought  of w h i t e  r a c i s t s  
maybe who s h o t  t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

A .  Well ,  t h e r e  was a l o t  t a l k  . . . t h e r e  h a s  been problems d u r i n g  t h e  
1960 campaign and Johnson was roughed up i n  t h e r e .  D a l l a s  t h e o r e t i c a l l y  
was a c o n s e r v a t i v e  community and t h e  i n i t i a l  talk around w a s  t h a t  i t  was 
some wide-eyed c o n s e r v a t i v e  t h a t  had done i t .  Turned o u t  i t  was j u s t  t h e  
o p p o s i t e .  But t h e r e  was a l o t  of s p e c u l a t i o n  r i g h t  t h e r e  when you went 
i n  t o  Dallas i t  had t o  be some John B i r c h e r  o r  somebody l i k e  t h i s  and o f  
c o u r s e  as t h a t  matured why I s t o p p e d  t h e  o t h e r  way. 

Q. And I t h i n k  Stevenson was down t h e r e  a week b e f o r e  o r  something and 
g o t  roughed up. 



Q. One f e l l o w  mentioned t o  m e  one t ime  t h a t  l a t e r ,  a f t e r  r h i n g s  calmed 
down, f o r  some r e a s o n  one of t h e  b u l l e t s  were s e n t  t o  t h e  s t a t e  cr ime 
l a b .  Do you know a n y t h i n g  abou t  t h a t ?  

A. No. 

A. T h a t ' s  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  right. I t h i n k  that probably  a c c e l e r a t e d  the 
d i s c u s s i o n .  

Q. Well, B i l l ,  t hank  you very  much. 

A. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of a n y t h i n g  else. Things  r e c a l l  p a r t i c u l a r l y  abou t  
t h a t  day was b e i n g  w i t h  Mrs. Kerner  who had undergone an a s s a s s i n a t i o n  
i n  h e r  own family. A n d , t h e  Midwest governors  o u t  t h e r e ,  t h e r e  was 
p robab ly  f i f t e e n  o r  s i x t e e n  governors  and i t  was a v e r y  unique atmosphere.  

Q. I g u e s s  t h e y  g o t  e l e c t e d  t h e  same t ime ,  Governor Kerner and P r e s i d e n t  
Kennedy. 

A. Well ,  t h i s  i s  r i g h t .  I n  f a c t  t h e y  c r e d i t  Kerner w i t h  c a r r y i n g  Kennedy, 
c a r r y i n g  I l l i n o i s b e c a u s e  Kennedy o n l y  c a r r i e d  I l l i n o i s  by s l i g h t l y  o v e r  
e i g h t  thousand v o t e s .  Governor Kerner  c a r r i e d  i t  by o v e r  a h a l f  a 
m i l l i o n .  They t h o u g h t ' t h e  l a n d s l i d e  p r o p o r t i o n s  f o r  Kerner rubbed enough 
o f f  on  Kennedy t o  carry him i n .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  choosing Chief J u s t i c e  Warren was a good c h o i c e  a s  f a r  
as i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h a t  o r  do you t h i n k  someone e l s e  . . . 
A.  I t h i n k  a t  l e a s t  a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  peop le  had r e s p e c t  f o r  J u s t i c e  
Warren. They f i g u r e d  t h a t  taking a c h i e f  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  Uni ted States 
Supreme Court  and making him head o f  t h e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  agency would give 
i t  c r e d i b i l i t y  and r e s p e c t i b i l i t y .  I know t h e r e  a r e  d e t r a c t o r s  on t h e  
Warren Commission b u t  I ' m  i n c l i n e d  t o  a c c e p t  what t h e i r  f i n d i n g s  were.  

Q. One f e l l o w  t h a t  I i n t e r v i e w e d ,  I ' m  go ing  t o  i n t e r v i e w ,  d o e s n ' t  
th ink  t h a t  he was a v e r y  good c h o i c e .  Wel l ,  thanks  a l o t .  

A.  Okay, Bob. 

END OF TAPE 
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T h i s  i s  one of a s e r i e s  o f  i n t e r v i e w s  conducted by Robert  D-ixon f o r  
the Oral History O f f i c e ,  on March 10,  1972. The f o c u s  o f  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  
was the John F. Kennedy a s s a s s i n a t i o n ,  

Dale  Coleman, a t  t h e  t ime  o f  t h e  assassination, was news d i r e c t o r  of 
WICS-TV, S p r i n g f i e l d .  He r e l a t e s  h i s  r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h e  f i r s t  news 
b u l l e t i n s  r e c e i v e d  a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  and t o  t h e  l o c a l  news coverage  o f  
the assassination, 

Readers  of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should  bear i n  mind t h a t  it i s  a  
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  i n t e r v i e w e r ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
i n h e r e n t  i n  such  h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e s .  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  i s  no t  
r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  a c c u r a c y  o f  the memoir, n o r  for views 
e x p r e s s e d  t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  judge.  

The manuscr ip t  may be t e a d ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, electronic o r  mechan ica l ,  
w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Dale Coleman, March 10,  1972, S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Rober t ,  Dixon, I n t e r v i e w e r .  

Q. Dale, what do 'you  remember abou t  Novembei 22,  19631 

A. I r e c a l l  t h a t  i n  t h ~  morning p r i o r  t o  t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  t h a t  I w a s  
l o o k i n g  at  a UP1 f a c s i m i l e  machine which had numerous p i c t u r e s  o f  
P r e s i d e n t  John F, Kennedy and h i s  w i f e  J a c k i e  i n  Texas.  And I had a 
newsman by t h e  name of  Doug Kimball  who was l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  photographs  
w i t h  m e  and Doug was e s p e c i a l l y  fond of J.F.K. and q u i t e  t a k e n  w i t h  
J a c k i e ' s  appearance.  And s h e  was d r e s s e d  i n  t h a t  v e r y  l o v e l y  p ink  
s u i t  s h e  had on t h e  day of t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  and we were making some 
comment abou t  t h e  char isma of t h e  n a t i o n ' s  f i r s t  c o u p l e ,  t h e  f i r s t  l a d y  
and probab ly  less t h a n  one h o u r  a f t e r  we were l o o k i n g  a t  t h i s  f a c s i m i l e  
machine and t h e s e  photdgraphs  from UPI, why, t h e  wire f l a s h e d  t h e  s t o r y  
t h a t  t h e r e  had been a s h o o t i n g  i n  D a l l a s .  S h a l l  I j u s t  c o n t i n u e ?  

Q. Y e s ,  s u r e .  Go ahead.  

A. Doug Kimball ,  t h i s  newsman I r e f e r r e d  t o  had a 12:30 t a l k  show, a 
h a l f  hour  i n t e r v i e w  show, as I r e c a l l ,  w i t h  K i m  Wilson who co-hosted 
i t  w i t h  him and somewhere between a q u a r t e r  a f t e r  twe lve  c e n t r a l  
s t a n d a r d  t i m e  and 12:30  I was c a l l e d  t o  t h e  lobby of  t h e  s t a t i o n  and 
H. G. "Skinny" T a y l o r  o f  Decatur  who a t  t h a t  t i m e  was p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Republ ican County Chairman's A s s o c i a t i o n  had come i n  t o  t h e  lobby ,  I 
had r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  h e  come i n  t o  do a n  i n t e r v i e w  i n  t h e  s t u d i o  t o  t e l l  
about  a meet ing t h e  county chairman a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  was coming up i n  
S p r i n g f i e l d  t h a t  same weekend I t h i n k  i t  was. And I was s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  
lobby a t  t h e  t ime  t h e  w i r e  a c t u a l l y  pu t  t h e  f l a s h  on and t h i s  p robab ly  
came sometime around 12:20 p.m. And i t  was, oh ,  f i f t e e n  t o  twenty 
minu tes  l a t e r  b e f o r e  I r e a l i z e d  t h a t  t h e r e  had been a  s h o o t i n g  i n  Texas.  

And t h e  r e a s o n  I was f i n a l l y  awakened t o  t h a t  f a c t - - a p p a r e n t l y  some of 
our  v iewers  had heard  a b u l l e t i n  on r a d i o  o r  some o t h e r  s t a t i o n  and 
t h e y  s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  our  swi tchboard .  I w a s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  lobby t a l k i n g  
w i t h  Skinny T a y l o r  and Doug Kimball, t h e  o t h e r  ncwsman a t  t h e  s t a t i o n  
a t  t h e  t ime.  H e  had gone i n  t o  t h e  s t u d i o s  t o  do this ha l f  hour  show 
s o ,  I suppose,  around twenty minu tes  t i l l  one [p.m.] t h a t  day.  A f t e r  
t h e  phone c a l l s  I f i n a l l y  r a n  back and I saw t h e  f l a s h  on t h e  UP1 w i r e .  

Now, a f l a s h  is  t h e  h i g h e s t  p r i o r i t y ,  t h e  most u r g e n t  message t h a t  a 
w i r e  s e r v i c e  can send .  T h i s  i s  of h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y  t h a n  a news b u l l e t i n  
even.  And as a m a t t e r  of f a c t  i n  my f i f t e e n  y e a r s  i n  t e l e v i s i o n  news 



p l u s  f i v e  years I n  r a d i o  news 1 ' 1 1 1  n o t  s u r e  t h a t  I ' v e  c v c r  sccn a f l a s h  
on a w i r e  b e f o r e .  And i t  s a i d  something t o  t h e  e f f e c t  that t h e r e  had 
been a s h o o t i n g  i n  D a l l a s  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  even have t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  a s  I r e c a l l  whether  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  had been h i t  o r  n o t  b u t  of 
c o u r s e  then ,  t h e y  s t a r t e d  f o l l o w i n g  i t  up w i t h  s h o r t e r  s e n t e n c e s  that 
h e  had been h i t ,  rushed  t o  the h o s p i t a l .  'But i t  was, oh ,  a t  l e a s t  a n  
hour  b c f o r e  we knew whether  h e  was dcsd  o r  n o t  as  I recall.. 

I ' l l  never  f o r g e t  when I f i n a l l y  t o r e  t h e s e  i n i t i a l  b u l l e t i n s  and t h e  
o r i g i n a l  f l a s h  o f f  and took  i t  i n  t o  Doug Kimball  who was do ing  t h e  l i v e  
show. H e  took  a  look  a t  t h a t  and h i s  f a c e  dropped r i g h t  on t h e  camera 
and h e  t u r n e d  p a l e  as a  g h o s t ,  J u s t  p a l e  as a  g h o s t .  Be c o u l d n ' t  
b e l i e v e  i t ,  I ' m  s u r e .  And s h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  why, t h e  network took 
o v e r  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  t h q  b r o a d c a s t i n g  t ime  u n t i l  t h e  f u n e r a l  was a c t u a l l y  
o v e r .  And for t h e  f i r s t  t ime i n  my l i f e  t h e  l o c a l  news depar tment  a lmos t  
had n o t h i n g  t o  do. Our b i g g e s t  problem was t r y i n g  t o  de te rmine  when we 
would b reak  i n  t o  t h e  con t inuous  network coverage of t h e  wake, t h e  s o  
c a l l e d  a c t i v i t i e s  go ing  on around t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  b u r i a l .  
And we d i d  have t o  b r e a k  i n ,  oh ,  a t  l e a s t  once a  day f o r  a s h o r t  p e r i o d  
and most o f  t h e  news from t h e  t i m e  of t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  u n t i l  t h e  
f u n e r a l  was a t t e m p t i n g  t o  g e t  i n  a l l  t h e  messages t h a t  had been c a l l e d  
i n  of t h e  numerous s o c i a l  e v e n t s ,  c i v i l  e v e n t s ,  p u b l i c  e v e n t s  t h a t  had 
been o r  were t o  b e  cance led  o f  c o u r s e ,  o u t  of r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  d e a t h  o f  
t h e  P r e s i d e n t .  

I can r e c a l l  t h a t  t h a t  F r i d a y  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  was a  v e r y  r a i n y ,  gloomy 
day.  I ' m  s u r e ,  a t  t h e  t i m e  p robab ly ,  Arty Shaws "Gloomy Sunday" which 
was c a l l e d  t h e  o l d  s u i c i d e  song came back t o  my mind. It c o u l d n ' t  have 
been a d r e a r i e r  day i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  t o  go a l o n g  w i t h  t h e  news, t h e  v e r y  
u n f o r t u n a t e  news from Texas.  I s p e n t  a  g r e a t  d e a l  o f  my t ime  s imply 
watching t h e  c o n t i n u o u s  network newscas t ing .  I d i d n ' t  miss very  much 
of i t .  I c r i e d  a couple  o f  times b e f o r e  t h e  f u n e r a l .  It touched me 
v e r y  deep ly  as i t  d i d  many Americans I ' m  s u r e .  

One o f  t h e  t h i n g s  1 d i d  do l o c a l l y ,  I r e c a l l ,  t o  g e t  a  l o c a l  a n g l e  on 
t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  The Kennedy c a s k e t ,  of c o u r s e ,  w a s  p laced  on t h e  
same c a t a f a l q u e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  c a p i t a l  t h a t  Abraham L i n c o l n ' s  c a s k e t  
l a i d  on and Abraham L i n c o l n ' s  f u n e r a l  t r a i n  and c a s k e t  e v e n t u a l l y  was 
brought  t o  t h e  Old S t a t e  C a p i t o l  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  f o r  b u r i a l .  So t h e  
S e c r e t a r y  of S t a t e  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  a t  t h e  t ime  of t h k  Kennedy a s s a s s i n a t i o n  
o r d e r e d  t h e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  and t h e  Governor ' s  mansion t o  b e  d e c o r a t e d ,  i f  
t h a t ' s  t h e  p r o p e r  t e rmino logy ,  adorned,  a t  l e a s t ,  i n  t h e  b l a c k  b u n t i n g  
t h a t  was used on t h e  o l d  C a p i t o l  and p robab ly  some of  t h e  o t h c r  state 
b u i l d i n g s  a t  t h e  t ime o f  Abraham L i n c o l n ' s  a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  And we s h o t  
a news f i l m  o f  workmen p l a c i n g  t h i s  b l a c k  b u n t i n g  i n  p l a c e .  

A s ' I  r e c a l l  Governor Kerner  was i n  Omaha a t  a g o v e r n o r ' s  c o n f e r e n c e  
when t h e  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o c c u r r e d  and h e  r e t u r n e d  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  a day 
o r  s o  l a t e r .  1 d o n ' t  r e c a l l  t h e  exact t i m e .  I p e r s o n a l l y  with a 
camera man m e t  him a t  t h e  a i r p o r t  t o  g e t  some t y p e  of r e a c t i o n .  And 
b e i n g  a v e r y  e l o q u e n t  man h i s  r e a c t i o n  was q u i t e  p r o p e r .  I d o n ' t  r e c a l l  



I know my daughters  were q u i t e  young. One was born i n  1956, the 
o t h e r  i n  1959 and I can r e c a l l  them p l ay ing  on t h e  f r o n t  porch and 
they were t oo  young t o  r e a l i z e  t h e  s e r iousnes s  of t h e  t ragedy t h a t  
had occurred.  

Q. You s a i d  you watched i t  a l l .  Did you see t h e  Oswald shoot ing?  

A. I d i d .  I saw i t  l i v e  and t h e  many r epea t s .  

Q.  That was a f i r s t  f o r  t e l e v i s i o n ?  

A. That was a f i r s t  fo~!  t e l e v i s i o n ,  unbe l ievable  f i r s t .  

Q. When you r e a l i z e d  t h a t  Lyndon Johnson was going to be P r e s i d e n t ,  
did you have any misgivings about him o r  were you s a t i s f i e d  t h a t  he 
could c a r r y  on? 

A .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  f o r  s u r e  my r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h a t .  But I b e l i e v e  my 
f e e l i n g  probably would have been . . . Of course ,  I was caught up i n  
t h i s  tremendous emotion of a p r e s i d e n t  being dead and t h e  h o r r o r  of t h e  
a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  And I t h i n k  my r e a c t i o n  probably was, I have a g r e a t  
d e a l  of f a i t h  i n  t h e  American system and t h e  system of success ion  when 
a p r e s i d e n t  i s  k i l l e d  o r  even t h e  e l e c t i v e  system. And i f  anyth ing  I 
probably was as o p t i m i s t i c  as I could have been cons ide r ing  my o t h e r  
emotions t h a t  t h e  n a t i o n  was going t o  s u r v i v e  r e g a r d l e s s  of t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  a p r e s i d e n t  had been a s sa s s ina t ed .  

This  does r e c a l l  t o  my mind a  te lephone  conversa t ion  1 had wi th  my 
pa ren t s  who are bo th  i n  t h e i r  e i g h t i e s  as of t h i s  t ap ing  d a t e .  And 
they ,  of  course,  remembered t h e  l a s t  a s s a s s i n a t i o n  o f  a  p r e s iden t  which 
was around t h e  t u r n  of  t h e  century.  Would t h a t  have been McKinley? 
I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n .  And we had a  b r i e f  conversa t ion  about t h a t ,  It was 
almost unbe l ievable  f o r  them t h a t  they would w i tnes s  two s i m i l a r  events  
i n  t h e i r  l i f e t i m e .  O f  course ,  McKinley's t o  them wasn ' t  r e a l l y  brought 
home t o  them a s  much as t h e  Kennedy a s s a s s i n a t i o n  because they d i d n ' t  
have t e l e v i s i o n  i n  t hose  days.  

Q. The Chief J u s t i c e  who, being on t h e  Supreme Court has  a  f i n a l  say  
on t h i n g s ,  do you t h i n k  it was a  good i d e a  of appoin t ing  him to head a  
committee t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I t h i n k  i t  was proper  t h a t  the i n v e s t i g a t i o n  was c a l l e d  f o r  
and no, I had no o b j e c t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  Chief J u s t i c e  w a s  appointed t o  do 
this. 

Q. When t h i s  happened and you thought about i t  f o r  a whi le  d i d  you have 
any r e a c t i o n  l i k e  who would do such a  t h ing?  A l o t  of  people t o l d  m e  
t h a t  t h e i r  f i r s t  thought was " L e f t i s t "  and someone else thought i t  was 
a Communist p l o t .  
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A. I suppose shortly aftcr t h k ,  Iiappcncd many thLngs went through 
my mind b e i n g  a newsman, why, a n y t i m e  you hear about  a news s t o r y  
you try t o  c o n s i d e r  as many ang le s  as you can.  1 a l s o  happened t o  
have w i t n e s s e d  enough news s t o r i c s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  n o t h i n g  of tha t  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  that I a l s o  happen t o  b e l i e v e  that . . . I would 
have t o  have been shown, I t h i n k ,  t o  have f e l t  i t  was an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
Communist c o n s p i r a c y .  Because normal ly  when something happens ,  when 
a t ragedy happens, a murder  occurs  o r  something like t h i s ,  i t ' s  an 
i n d i v i d u a l  i n  a f i t  of  p a s s i o n  and seldom i f  e v e r  a n y t h i n g  as d r a m a t i c  
as an i n t e r n a t i o n a l  Communist c o n s p i r a c y .  Although t h i s  was being 
immediate ly  mentioned even on the  networks ,  I t h i n k ,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
f e e l  probably  t h a t  i t  was a l l  t h a t  s i g n i f i c a r i t  a l t h o u g h  I d i d n ' t  know 
but what i t  might have been a s m a l l  c o n s p i r a c y  of some k ind .  

Q. A f t e r  Johnson becamd P r e s i d e n t  a l o t  of c i v i l  r i g h t s  and o t h e r  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  had been hung up i n  committees and s o  f o r t h  f i n a l l y  
got  passed.  Do you t h i n k  t h i s  was because  of Johnson ' s  l eg i s l a t i ve  
a b i l i t i e s  o r  p o s s i b l y  because  of Kennedy, s o r t  o f  i n  memorial t o  him? 

A. I would, of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  i s  l i k e  q u a r t e r b a c k i n g  and a Monday 
morning f o o t b a l l  game t h a t  happened on Sa turday .  1 would assume a 
l i t t l e  b i t  of bo th .  

Q. Well, thank  you v e r y  much. 

A.  You're welcome. 

END OF TAPE 
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Preface  

This  manuscript  is the product: of a tape-recorded in t e rv i ew  conducccd 
by Robert Dixon f o r  t h e  O r a l  H i s to ry  Office of Sangamon S ta te  Univers i ty  
on February 24,  1972.  

Commissioner Dunham was one of s e v e r a l  persoils interviewed regard ing  the 
John F. Kennedy a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  He r e l a t e s  h i s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h e  news of 
t h e  dea th  of  the P r e s i d ~ n t  and a l s o  comments on t h e  Warren Commission 
and Johnson's assumption of t h e  pres idency .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  m e m o i r  should bea r  in mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and that t h e  i n t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  saught  t o  p re se rve  the  in formal ,  conve r sa t i ona l  s t y l e  t h a t  i s  
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources ,  Sangamon S t a t e  Un ive r s i t y  is not  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, no r  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  are f o r  t h e  reader t o  judge.  

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
wi thout  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral Hi s to ry  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
State Unive r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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