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Preface

This is one in a series of interviews conducted by Robert Dixon
for the Oral History Office, February 10, 1972. The focus of the
interview was the John F. Kennedy assassination.

William H. Chamberlain, a judge of the circuit court, was administrative
assistant to Governor Otto Kerner at the time of the J. F. K,
assassination. They were attending a Midwest Governors Conference in
Omaha at the time’and he relates the reactions of the people there.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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William Chamberlain, February 10, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Robert Dixon, Interviewer.

Q. Bill, what is it you remember about the day John Kennedy was
assasgsinated?

i
A. Well, it turned out we were at the Midwest Governor Conference in

- Omaha. Governor Kerner, his wife, Mrs. Kerner, Chris Vlahoplus who

was the Governor's press secretary had flown to Springfield the day
before the Midwest Governors Conference. There had been a morning
session just breaking about noon. Half of the governors were heading
out to .Strategic Air Command base located in Lincoln, Nebraska and

some. of the other governors were preparing for some other meetings

and the word started coming around that Kennedy had been shot in
Dallas. For a period of forty~-five minutes to an hour we were in some-
what of a vacuum. No one knew for sure the nature or extent of the
injury or whether it was a serious injury or whether there was any
danger of President Kennedy dying.

Chris Vlahoplus who was a former United Press International Bureau

chief contacted local United Press Bureau at that time to see if he
had any information. Their information was indefinite but they had
left a very distinct impression that they thought the shooting was

vary serious and probably would be fatal.

Then when the word came that President Kennedy was assassinated, the
governors met in a hurried session. The governors who had gone
previously left for this Strategic Air Command base were returning at
the time. They heard by radio that the President had been assassinated.
They held an emergency meeting, agreed to terminate the conference.

The conference was not due to be ended until the next day.

The things I recall most striking at that time. Illinois and Michigan
State were playing for the Big Ten the following Saturday. This was a
Thursday, I believe it would be.

Q. Friday, ‘I think.

A.," Thursday or I guess it was on Friday. Next afternoon they would

play for the Big Ten championship. And I recall Governor Kerner asking
me to call Mr. Kenneth Williamson who is the chalrman of the board of
trustees of the University of Illinois, call him and cancel, make efforts
to cancel the football game. This is rather astonishing that my first
reaction was nobody cancels a Big Ten football game. And of course, the
attitude was this is the first time a president's been assassinated, you
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know, In current times. So I talked to Mr. Williamson and relayed the
information that Governor Kerner's attitude was that the football game
should be canceled.

"He had talked to Governor Romney who was also there. Governor Romney

was of the same point of view. We were in a little different position
because the game was being played in Michigan, Mr. Williamson saild
that they had discussed it at the board of regents of the State of
Michigan and they considered the possibility and decided to proceed
with the playing of the football game. This information was relayed

to the Governor and Governor Kerner and Governor Romney talked.
Governor Romney called the board of regents again and very emphatically
indicated he wanted the game canceled. It was an 'or else' situation
and the game was then canceled.

Other situations that were occurring at that time. Governors were trying
to make arrangements to get back to their states. The phones were
exceptionally busy, the plans for the funeral were then being formulated.
The governors were being notified that they were expected or were requested
to be in attendance in Washington for the funeral. The date and time
weren't exactly precise because I don't think about that time the party
just returned to Washington from Texas.. Everybody was pretty much in the
state of shock. I mean it was hard to realize and I'm speaking as if
this was a short period of time but this was a three, four, five hour
period. I think probably later, late afterncon that we talked about
canceling the football game.

I remember Governor Kerner asked me to try to make arrangements for
Governor Welch of Indiana to get reservations on a plane so he could get
back to Indianapolis so he could get resituated and get moving out to
Washington. Governor Welch was a former U, 5. attorney at the same time
Kerner was and they'd been friends for many years. We're able to get him
a flight back to Chicago and then motored out to Indianapolis.

It was quite a sad occasion. I remember Governor Kerner becoming very
upset with the newspaperman who came up and asked me what he thought this
would have as far as political ramifications the next year. And Governor
Kerner was very upset with this saying that this was neither the time nor
the place to discuss an issue like this.

We stayed in Omaha that night. There was some weather problems and we
had a small state plane. We had dinner together that night. And one
thing I recall in particular Mrs. Kerner was there. Mrs. Kerner's father
was Anton Cermak who was mayor of Chicago. And her father was assassinated
back in the early thirties. And there's been some speculation over the
years the bullet that killed him was intended for President Roosevelt.
And this had a very vivid impact on her. Because the tragedy that the
Kennedys were undergoing in November 22, 1963 I'm sure recalled in her
mind the tragedy and sorrow that she'd experienced back in the early
thirties when her father was assassinated. And later during the course
of the evening she did speak of this and was very obviously upset about
it., She retired veryearly in the evening.
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We left about five o'clock the next morning and returned to Springfield.
We went to the mansion and the State louse. The Governor proceeded to
draw a proclamation, mourning the death of President Kennedy, setting
the flags to be at half mast for a certaln period of time. Secretary of

* State's people met with us in the State House and we were addressed in

appropriate mourning facilities. Rev. James Walsh was then the:
superintendent of buildings for the Secretary of State's office. He
handled all that, those aspects from our point of view.

I would say that those were generally my recollections. It was just a
change in the world. Canceling a football game, all television was
suspended. We saw later in the evening a view of the events that were
photographed in Dallas. I'd say everybody was pretty much in a state
of shock. :

Q. Did you see that Oswald thing on T.V. when he got shot?

A. That was the following Sunday. We were in Springfield and we had
gone to a brunch that morning and from the time we left the house to

the time we got to the place where we were going the killing had occurred.
I saw it, you know, a dozen times that day on television, I'm sure. T
might add further that Governor Kerner stayed in Springfield for a very
brief period of time. He and Mrs. Kerner flew on in to Washington almost
immediately after hotel rooms were made available for him and we made
some arrangements where he could rent mourning clothes. Not a.m. morning
but the funeral type clothes.

Q. Did state police or anybody get contacted that you know of by the
secret service or anybody for any reason?

A. T would say, now that you mention it, at that time our security was
substantially increased in Omaha and they met us at the plane. There
were, I think the number of security people that were normally with the
Governor and in those days were practically nothing. Maybe a state
police or state police officers as a chauffeur but after that there were
usually two to four officers there and the area that we were at in Omaha
was substantially increased because they didn't know whether this was a
national plot or just the acts of a lunatic.

Q. When it happened did you have anything come to your mind like when
I was talking to Mayor Howarth and he right away thought of white racists
maybe who shot the President.

A. Well, there was a lot talk . . . there has been problems during the
1960 campaign and Johnson was roughed up in there. Dallas theoretically
was a conservative community and the initial talk around was that it was
some wide—eyed conservative that had done it. Turned out it was just the
opposite, But there was a lot of speculation right there when you went
in to Dallas it had to be some John Bircher or somebody like this and of
course as that matured why I stopped the other way.

Q. And I think Stevenson was down there a week before or something and
got roughed up. :
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A. That's right, that's right. I think that probably accelerated the
discussion.

Q. One fellow mentioned to me one time that later, after things calmed

* down, for some reason one of the bullets were sent to the state crime
~ lab. Do you know anything about that?

A. No.

Q. Well, Bill, thank you very much.

A. I can't think of anything else. Things I recall particularly about

that day was being with Mrs. Kerner who had undergone an assassination
in her own family. And;the Midwest governors out there, there was
probably fifteen or sixteen governors and it was a very unique atmosphere.

Q. I guess they got elected the same time, Governor Kerner and President

Kennedy.

A. Well, this is right. 1In fact they credit Kerner with carrying Kennedy,
carrying I1linois because Kennedy only carried Illinois by slightly over
eight thousand votes., Governor Kerner carried it by over a half a

million. They thought the landslide proportions for Kerner rubbed enough
off on Kennedy to carry him in.

Q. Do you think choosing Chief Justice Warren was a good choice as far
as investigating that or do you think someone else . .

A. I think at least at that time the people had respect for Justice
Warren. They figured that taking a chief justice of the United States
Supreme Court and making him head of the investigation agency would give
it credibility and respectibility. I know there are detractors on the
Warren Commission but I'm inclined to accept what their findings were.

Q. One fellow that I interviewed, I'm going to interview, doesn't
think that he was a very good choice. Well, thanks a lot.

A. Okay, Bob.

END OF TAPE
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Preface

This is one of a series of interviews conducted by Robert Dixon for
the Oral History Office, on March 10, 1972. The focus of the interview
was the John F. Kennedy assassination.

Dale Coleman, at the time of the assassination, was news director of
WICS~TV, Springfield. He relates his reactions to the first news
bulletins received at the station and to the local news coverage of
the assassination, 1

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History O0ffice, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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Dale Coleman, March 10, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Robert, Dixon, Interviewer.

Q. Dale, what do you remember about November 22, 19637

A. T recall that in the morning prior to the assassination that I was
looking at a UPI facsimile machine which had numerous pictures of
President John F. Kennedy and his wife Jackie in Texas. And I had a
newsman by the name of Doug Kimball who was looking at the photographs
with me and Doug was especially fond of J.F.K. and quite taken with
Jackie's appearance. And she was dressed in that very lovely pink

suit she had on the day of the assassination and we were making some
comment about the charisma of the nation's first couple, the first lady
and probably less than one hour after we were looking at this facsimile
machine and these photdgraphs from UPI, why, the wire flashed the story
that there had been a shooting in Dallas. Shall I just continue?

Q. Yes, sure. Go ahead.

A. Doug Kimball, this newsman I referred to had a 12:30 talk show, a
half hour interview show, as I recall, with Kim Wilson who co-hosted

it with him and somewhere between a quarter after twelve central
standard time and 12:30 I was called to the lobby of the station and

H. G. "Skinny" Taylor of Decatur who at that time was president of the
Republican County Chairman's Association had come in to the lobby. I
had requested that he come in to do an interview in the studio to tell
about a meeting the county chairman association that was coming up in
Springfield that same weekend I think it was. And I was sitting in the
lobby at the time the wire actually put the flash on and this probably
came sometime around 12:20 p.m. And it was, oh, fifteen to twenty
minutes later before I realized that there had been a shooting in Texas.

And the reason I was finally awakened to that fact--apparently some of
our viewers had heard a bulletin on radio or some other station and
they started calling our switchboard. I was still in the lobby talking
with Skinny Taylor and Doug Kimball, the other newsman at the station
at the time. He had gone in to the studios to do this half hour show
so, I suppose, around twenty minutes till one [p.m.] that day. After
the phone calls I finally ran back and I saw the flash on the UPI wire.

Now, a flash is the highest priority, the most urgent message that a
wire service can send. This is of higher priority than a news bulletin
even., And as a matter of fact in my fifteen years in television news
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plus five years in radio news I'm not sure that I've ever scen a flash
on a wire before. And it said something to the effect that there had

been a shooting in Dallas and they didn't even have the information at
that time as I recall whether the President had been hit or not but of
- course then, they started following it up with shorter sentences that

he had been hit, rushed to the hospital. But it was, oh, at least an

hour before we knew whether he was dead or not as I recall.

I'11l never forget when I finally tore these initial bulletins and the
original flash off and took it in to Doug Kimball who was doing the live
show. He took a look at that and his face dropped right on the camera
and he turned pale as a ghost. Just pale as a ghost. He couldn't
believe it, I'm sure. And shortly thereafter, why, the network took

over practically all the broadcasting time until the funeral was actually
over. And for the first time in my life the local news department almost
had nothing to do. OQur biggest problem was trying to determine when we
would break in to the continuous network coverage of the wake, the so
called activities going on around the assassination preceding the burial.
And we did have to break in, oh, at least once a day for a short period
and most of the news from the time of the assassination until the

funeral was attempting to get in all the messages that had been called

in of the numerous social events, civil events, public events that had
been or were to be canceled of course, out of respect to the death of

the President.

I can recall that that Friday in Springfield was a very rainy, gloomy
day. I'm sure, at the time probably, Arty Shaws '"Gloomy Sunday" which
was called the old suicide song came back to my mind. It couldn't have
been a drearier day in Springfield to go along with the news, the very
unfortunate news from Texas. I spent a great deal of my time simply
watching the continuous network newscasting. T didn't miss very much
of it. I cried a couple of times before the funeral. It touched me
very deeply as it did many Americans I'm sure.

One of the things I did do locally, I recall, to get a local angle on
the assassination. The Kennedy casket, of course, was placed on the
same catafalque in the nation's capital that Abraham Lincoln's casket
laid on and Abraham Lincoln's funeral train and casket eventually was
brought to the 0ld State Capitol in Springfield for burial, So the
Secretary of State in Springfield at the time of the Kennedy assassination
ordered the State Capitol and the Governor's mansion to be decorated, if
that's the proper terminology, adorned, at least, in the black bunting
that was used on the old Capitol and probably some of the other state
buildings at the time of Abraham Lincoln's assassination. And we shot

a news film of workmen placing this black bunting in place.

As'T recall Governor Kerner was in Omaha at a governor's conference

when the assassination occurred and he returned to Springfield a day

or so later. I don't recall the exact time. I personally with a

camera man met him at the airport to get some type of reactiomn. And
being a very eloquent man his reaction was quite proper. I don't recall



Dale Coleman ’ 3

his words at the time, I'm not sure I have many other roecollections
at the moment,

I know my daughters were quite young. One was born in 1956, the

-, other in 1959 and I can recall them playing on the front porch and
they were too young to realize the seriousness of the tragedy that
had occurred,

Q. You said you watched it all. Did you seé the Oswald shooting?

A. I did. I saw it live and the many repeats.

Q. That was a first for television?
A. That was a first for television, unbelievable first,

Q. When you realized that Lyndon Johnson was going to be President,
did you have any misgivings about him or were you satisfied that he
could carry on?

A. I don't recall for sure my reactions to that. But I believe my
feeling probably would have been . . . Of course, I was caught up in
this tremendous emotion of a president being dead and the horror of the
agsassination. And I think my reaction probably was, I have a great
deal of faith in the American system and the system of succession when
a president is killed or even the elective system. And if anything I
probably was as optimistic as I could have been considering my other
emotions that the nation was going to survive regardless of the fact
that a president had been assassinated.

This does recall to my mind a telephone conversation I had with my
parents who are both in their eighties as of this taping date. And
they, of course, remembered the last assassination of a president which
was around the turn of the century. Would that have been McKinley?
I've forgotten. And we had a brief conversation about that. It was
almost unbelievable for them that they would witness two similar events
in their lifetime. Of course, McKinley's to them wasn't really brought
home to them as much as the Kennedy assassination because they didn't
have television in those days.

Q. The Chief Justice who, being on the Supreme Court has a final say
on things, do you think it was a good idea of appointing him to head a
committee to investigate that?

A. Well, T think it was proper that the investigation was called for
and no, I had no objections that the Chief Justice was appointed to do
this, :

Q. When this happened and you thought about it for a while did you have
any reaction like who would do such a thing? A lot of people told me
that their first thought was '"Leftist" and someone else thought it was

a Communist plot.
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A. I suppoac shortly after this hapanLd many thlngs went through
my mind being a newsman, why, anytime you hear about a news story

you try to consider as many angles as you can. I also happened to
have witnessed enough news stories, of course, nothing of that

. significance that I also happen to believe that . . . I would

have to have been shown, I think, to have felt it was an international
Communist conspiracy. Because normally when something happens, when

a tragedy happens, a murder occurs or something like this, it's an
individual in a fit of passion and seldom if ever anything as dramatic
as an international Communist conspiracy. Although this was being
immediately mentioned even on the networks, I think, I really didn't
feel probably that it was all that significant although I didn't know
but what it might have been a small conspiracy of some kind.

Q. After Johnson became President a lot of civil rights and other
legislation that had been hung up in committees and so forth finally
got passed. Do you think this was because of Johnson's legislative
abilities or possibly because of Kennedy, sort of in memorial to him?
A. I would, of course, this is like quarterbacking and a Monday
morning football game that happened on Saturday. I would assume a
little bit of both.

Q. Well, thank you very much.

A. You're welcome.

END OF TAPE.
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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape-~recorded interview conducted
by Robert Dixon for the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University
on February 24, 1972. oo

Commlssioner Dunham was one of several persons interviewed regarding the
John F. Kennedy assassination. He relates his reaction to the news of
the death of the President and also comments on the Warren Commission
and Johnson's assumption of the presidency.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are’ for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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Preface

This 1is one in a seriles of interviews conducted by Robert Dixon for
the Oral History Office on November 2, 1972. The topic of the
interview was the John F. Kennedy assassination.

William J., Ryan was safety education officer for the Illinois State
Police at the time of the assassination. He recalls the event and
talks about the increased security measures that came about following
the assassination. '

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.














































































