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Albert S. Kelley, July 27, 1957. 

Q: This is the --seventh of J U y  on a rainy m0mh-q at the 
Glreens Line Wharf. I have caw dawn to the Delta Queen to v i s i t  with 
Mr. Albert S. Kslley, The Wlta Quaenls pilat who began his river 
career on the City of Lmiwille. 

A: I stwrted aa the river in the year of 1916, May 4th on lhe City of 
lrxlisville and at that t h  Captain Charles Brasher, Sr. was pilot and 
captain ~ U L W : .  They both of mume have passed away a few y m  
back atld I ' m  still go- almg on the river as yet. I started 
steer- cm the City of Lrxlisville as cub pilot, which w a s  and had the 
record of maMng the fastest run h h e e n  Lnuisville and C i n c h t i  
that arrlf boat hars ever made. She wmt duwn frarn Louisville in five 
hours and f i ~ ~  minutes and she carne up the river from Louisville 
to C i n c h t i  in nine hours and forty-- minutes, ard I t h h k  and I 1 m  
very sure that recorrl s h d s  good yet. She was the &ampian of a l l  
sidebhelers, I think, that ran out of C i n c h t i .  They had at  that 
tim the sister ship to the City of Irxlisville, the City of C i n c h t i  
d&aperaWmtheappos i te&ydtkzeyranhereforagoodmany 
years. I think the City of Louisville came out was built in  1892 and 
I thMr it was 1895 when she made that record run. The C i n c h t i  was 
a very fast boat, the City of Cincinnati, but she nwer d d  beat the 
I#uisvilLe'a record. Thsy ran up to 1917 1918 in the ice and were 

at  the wharf here in the ice in 1917 and 1918. So after 
t h a t i o e s p s l l h a d c l r t d a w n t h e b o a t s ~ y f ~ ~ h e r e ~ w h y  
IwmtintheNavy.  IjoinedtheNavyin1918andsemedintheNavy 
four years, dLrrrost f a r  yeas. In 1923 I came back on the river and 
f ~ u p m y t h w h i c h a t t h a t ~ ~ . U r r e e y e a r s a ~ s  -. ~ i n L 9 2 3 I g o t m y f % ~ o f l i - a n d C a p t a h  

at that t h  was hull mspecbr at Ixxtisville and he issued 
myfiE3tjSBUeoflicense; a e t e r ~ t w o y e a r a w i t h h i f f l 8 6  
steamman, then it happmd that he iswed rry first h u e  of licanse, 

(2: Was y m  with him after the war? 

A: Well, no, I think durw the war I think it was 1918, in the fal l  
of 1918, he got his appohbmt as hull hspctor at Pittsburgh but he 
wasn't up there tca 1- at that district, I think two or three years 
then he ws appinted at Lauisville, Kantucky. So he was there when 
he gave nre nry first issue of license. I gues~l I had it very lucky 
b e c a ~ ~ ~ m t h e & y I g o t m y l i ~ I ~ t t o w o r k ~ s a r t b e d a y a n d  
that's qui& because s c a n e t k  you lnay have to wai t  two or three 
mmths for an appohbnt or a jab. But I was l-, jurst mt right 
m to m k .  
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sbrmbder Tam Gmene and alsa stmmhelw Chris G m .  Well they 
wanted to ge t  dawn in this packet trade here a t  Lou.isvilla to 
c i n c h t i  because It seemd like it had held up ard the of it 
loold  bet* than &her packet trade. So they carre here in 1931 
in this Louisville to Cincinnati trade in May 6th, 1931 and I went on 
the Tara Gmme, my parkmr and I, a pilot by the nams of Chzlrlie 
Kirby, a n d b y t h s w a y i t i s  ly a record, I dm% know if 
possibly my back f i f Q  or s r ago, but any I'm going to 
tell ycru this. We had been partmrs a t  that t h ,  Captain Charlie 
Kirby a b u t  four or five years prwicxlg before the G- Idre tmk 
cwerdownhsreandwewEm2partnersall y - Y - -  
think that is a long time t o  be pmtmm w t h  me fellcrw, you knuw one 
pilot. We on the !Ibn Gmme sixteen years. Steady rn that one 
boat & I believe it d d  be a record, I don't khclw p i b l y ,  but I 
~ m e t h h g s w e i t ~ s a l o r q t h .  

A: Well of ccrurse the steam? of - originally was the 
Levi J. Worha. H-, I h m  1 e abaut: her v k m  she was a W i  - 
J. w 0 r ~ i i i 1  would say back well maybe along in abaut 1908 or 1910 - 
she ran fmn here fmm C h i m a t i  to Aurora and m i e d  whiskey, 
nmt ly  just  w h b b y ,  the still they had dcrwn there, Btembwg rather 
I should have said. I don't knuw just h m  long she ran in that 
-magoodm='Yyears. 

A: Of  ccxurae l3at was More prdbiticm in 1919 I thMr it was, but 
yes a t  that t h  it was and later it mst have been a year, oh I dcmlt 
Imcrw, maybe 1914 or 1915, she was t z h n  out an the dry dock and 
laqlltepledout, a r d t h e n ~ t h @ s t e m n e r K e n  * . Shewasavery 
faaaeru~l boat, that is ahe w a s  slm, ahs n@mr any fast time, but 
themmqamtalway~~said, s h e m a d e n m r e m n q t h m a r r y b o a t t h e y  
~ h a d e v l d ~ t k L a t w a s d d a h e p r a b a b l y r u n a w a y m ~ b u s ~  

abxc boat they had because skte was slm. Y o u  had to deliver 
the ma ght m titrre and like of that, that's w h a t  counted. Well the 
faster boats maybe got a l i t t l e  me business Wt they were a lo t  mre 
-he. N m  the Kentu&y was a very cheap bait t o  aperate and she 
was a very fai- boat. She wasn't very fast c m b g  up again a 
s m a m m t ,  itusedtotakeusIwmldsaytww&-fourhourst0 
cgoae fmn~ l a h v i l l e  to Cincinnati with a big river. Ncrw a big river, 
I mean abcut fort=y or forty-five feet a the gauge a t  Cincinnati. 
~ w h e n y c n x t u r n & a r c n a d ~ k b e a d a d ~ s , h @ w a s r a l l y a  
fast boat. She wculd go dawn w i a  the current naturally real fast but 
~ u p i s ~ s h e w a s a l ~ t i r n e ,  Isaymaybetwnty-four- 
tomreupwithabigcurrent. Themngmmt, theyalwaysaidthat 
s h 0 ~ m w e n u = a a e y f o r t h e ~ t h a t l a r r y b o a t . t h e y e n r e r h a d b u t  
l s h e p r a b a b l y r a n r a o ~ b u s ~ a w a y t h a n a n y b o a t ~ e v e r h a d .  
(-=I 

Q: I guess up stmam y m  had to hug the w i l l w  w i t h  her? 



A: C & y e s i t w a q ~ ~ * t = o c c a r r e i n w i t h a b o a t l i k E s t h a t  
ard other sbmwbdsrs  too, w i t h  a lat of w i l l w  1- m her guard 
and the Carpenter, he wmld always laok arcrund outside. He would say 
~ l ~ h a v e b e e n ~ i l u m i n g t h e w i l l c r w s .  Becausehereisthe 
widence. Wtt you had to  do that to get  out of the s t n q  currerrt 
because if ym didn't yau just wouldn't m b  any the. N m  the 

boats like the City of ~colisville and the City of Cincinnati 
and even the Pelts , t h e y r s a i d y a u c c n x l d p z l l l ~ a ~ m a  
mmmt across TS== river like you were ccPning awrxlnd a point: and want 
t oc l r t : ave r to theMextpo in t ,we l lyc rupu l l~c~ l t in thecwren t  
they a d  keep goirq right on, they wuuld still have a pretty good 
headway, they'd go on. But the Jpkudy, if ychl made it straight 
aams, if yeru fell across the river .thare, and say just opposite of 
s c a & e ~ o r b a m f r a n ~ y c n l s t a r t a d t o c r o s s ,  whyycru~lucky 
if ycxl didn't drop helm that before yau got cut of a s t m q  aurent. 

Q: Hclw abc& the Atx%s, I w&rsbnl fran Dent Sanford that she had 
an amazing whistle- 

A: Yes-Whadaverypret tywhis t le  I always thaaght. It was 
a a t l e  a t y o u  could hear a lcng away. It had a very 
good t a m .  The -was averygoodboat. Shewasn't as large a 
b o a t a s t b e ~ ~ a r d t h e ~ o h n ~ . ~ a n d t h w e b o a t s  . 
but &was a good freight canrier ard a very-t. 

Q: Was she in the upriver kade? 

A: Wall, yes, she ran upriver a n m b r  of years. I believe Pat 
Morrwatonetheamedher, Ifmnotsureof that, butIthinkhe 
did, a then in later years she came dam here in the Lmisville to 
C i n c : h t i  pad& tmde. Shewas a very good boat, and I was on her I 
U d  say ba or three years different times, ycru W. Ncrw those 
boats in days, tha larger boats, they wuld maybe have to lay 
thepaup jn lcrwwater aeasc lnthen~wouLdbrirqoutthe  light draft 
boats l~m€lgtsamer * or the m, you SBe. Because you 
didn't have the nice poo s o w a e  then as you got m. In luw water 
~ t h y h a d t o b r b q t h a s e b a t s c x l t b e c a u s e t h e l a r g e r a r d  
heavier boa- CQUldn8t run. 

A: No, I wasn't 0x1 the Andes while she was running up the river, but 
I do ramrber arve t b  - 7 - e  I was on her here in the W s v i l l e  
t o C l s b C i r Z M t i p c k e t t r a c l e , t ~ e c m n e u p t o l o c k 3 8 ~ t w z t s j u s t  
~ l e t e d ,  a n d w e c a m e i n t k e r e o n e r r o r n i r r g I ~ d ~ y a b c R z t s w a n  
thirty and the 1- told us, said, 'Well, ylru are the first h t  
that has gone thmqh thirs 10ck.l~ A t  that time I don't )acrw just what 
year that was, it rmust have basn arrxnd 1924, I M i w e ,  1925 or 
samethinglikethat. WrtI lmmhewtnstel l ingusthatwewerethe 
fMbOgtthat lock 38. 



A: YW mean the last chlnnat i ,  I suppose. W 1  the City of 
Cincinnati, the old ~ i n c h m t i ,  called that the C i t y  of  mamat ti and 
this last c i n c h t i  that was M t  WEUS the C h i n n e t t i .  She was hilt 
ard came out in 1924. I belive theblardi G m s  at New Orleans was her 
f b t  trip, lxzt right off the date that she left here, it nust have 
bean in Fs3wuary, I wcruld say in 1924. But I didntt go m her until 
l q  in, letls see I think it was June of 1924, & I was on her until 
a b u t  ths middle of SepteYnber of 1924. You h o w  they'd run those 
boats in the Cinchti-Louisville trade Umxgh the summer 
mnths on amount of theywwld ge t  mom ~ l e  .Ulose days. But long 
after the, in other words say the first of w, school would 
open up, why they figured they &dnlt c .  as marry people 2md they 
~ d l a y ~ b o a t E i u p ~ b r ~ a u t t h e i r s s n d l l e r b o a t s ~ ~ e  
fallandwinternmkhsbecausetherewerenttamqhpawaqersm 
t h o s e m n t h s t o j u d i f y ~ a n d r u n t h e r a .  Becausethey-very 

t3meeboatstorun, andyouhadtogetagoodmarrypeaple 
m ~ t o m a k s a g o ,  andtbeyfigured-thesumrnmrthswhy 
~ ~ d & t h a t ~ ~ w a s v e r y p o p u l a r b o a t h e r e f o r I ~ d ~ y  
up until 1929 or 1930, & people arar at St. Lcruis baaght her and 
made an exzursion h a t  a r t  of here. Ihatls the S t m d u  Line. She's 
naw running c u t  of New Orleans, Mmed as the m i d e n t ,  an excursion 
boat. 

Q: When they laid a boat up did m r  it or take it out of the 
water ocanpletely? 

A: No, not tznless they w a s  going to dock the boat. If I A I q  were 
g o ~ ~ d o c k f o r s c a n e ~ t a d o m ~ h u l l o r s a m e t h i n g l i k e t h a t  
UmyFxxxlddocktheen, pullthemoutonthewaysordock, eitherone. 
BLFt just ta lay the boat up for the lack of business or just repah 
t o t h s ~ ~ . r g i n e r w n ,  ~ t h a t t h e e n g ~ ~ d d o o r t h e  
~~, m t h e y w a i l d u s u a l l y d r o p ~ ~ b e l c r w t h e  
~ t s a n d d o t h a t d c k l n t h e r e ,  yousee. Wztif theyhadtogoto  
theways, s a r n e h u l 1 w o r k t o d o ~ ~ h a d t o d o c k ~ a r p u l l t h e z n  
a t  anthemys, eimans.  

Q: Getting kck to that C i t y  of Irruisville, I was told by Norval 
Hortm, he was an errg imer  m her, that thiey used to load it up with 
W a r r d t a k e i t d m n r i v a r .  D o y a u k r m ~ ~ a b c r u t t h i s ?  

A: Well, yes, not only bser but a l l  kinds of freight, I have s e a  
themnlay~atcarrplltan, K @ r h m d y a n d p u t o n ~ e r a l ~ c a s e s  
of whiskey ard bamels of -, ard places like that. those 

, of anme mt was before prohibition you hww. They carried 
te a bit of arrd also sbck. Ncrw I hewe seen them load 3 

sbdc at Ldsville a brbq to C i n c h t i  market and they would 
drive clam in days. I have seen maybe t w ~  hw&d head of 
cattle&maybehogsandsheq. Ofcwursetheyhdaregulardeck 
space to put them, an the 1- deck. It was right funny of a 
rmming, they18 d l y ,  y m  didn't have to have an alarm to wake you 
up, -&dbe-ccrwbawl~mapigasqueal ingdcrwnon~ 
-, ycru -1 - you up. 

Q: Haw did they ever get that liv- up the public landing here I 
W? 
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A: They drwe them. They'd just drive them, t h q  didn't truck them 
inthaeedays. T h e y j u s t h a d ~ a r n m ~ t o d r i v e t h e m o u t t a t h e  . of cxxrrse yau CCUldnlt do it now because of traffic, but 

days traffic wasn't too bad, nothing 1Ske it is m, and 
~ w u u l d d r i v e t h @ a u .  ~ w a s r e q u l a r n r e n t h a t d i d t h a t a l l t h e  
t i m ~ t h e y ~ w h a t t l l q ~ d o l r l g .  m@yFFCRlldtdkecert=ah 
mutes, yau kr#rw, Wkm it frlCILZldntt be right through the business part 
of tcrwn, and they got alaq fine, and m l y  got than a little 
q u i c l c e r t h m t h e ~ d o n a w .  

A: Yes, sccme, but mostly out of Louhille. I m m n b r  one summer I 
believe it was in 1927 she ran out of Louisville d m  to G r w e ,  
a little zmmmmt park they had d m n  there, in other words a picnic 
qrwmls, about miles helm Lauisville. W e  ran out fmn out of 
Ldsville dam there and alsa picked them up E m  New Albany, 

and d i n r e s  we wuld have colorad trips too, you k m w ,  and 
rn did W1 with her. I dmtt krww just haw naarry peaple she 
could mxy, I forgot m, lwt she was a very fast boat. She ms a 
sidaheeler, the P r h a e ~ ~  was, ard a vary g a d  handler. I always 
liked to M e  that boat because she really was a qaad handler. 

Q: Cculd yau talk a little bit abart, you say the Princess was a good 
M e ,  w 
A: Well the Princess as I mid ms a sidewbder, a high pressure 
bat,  ard she wawllt, she had 7 for the size boat. I don't 
knekjjusthcrwlcagshewetsorhrrwvndeshewas,  lxtIalwaysthought 
she was just the right s i z e  for the pmer she had ad she was a vary 
good handler. Ncrw a sidewheel boat, yau knm a n  twist them, mt we 
c a l l t w i s t i n g i s w e ~ d c a r n e ~ o n ~ ~ a n d ~ & o n t h e  
~ ~ I a l w a y s ~ i d ~ c c r u l d ~ ~ a s l t ~ t h s r i v e r m t h e  
length of w f  on a dime. You crcruld just t w i s t  k right around, 
she was a very good handler. 

A: S a m  of thm, yes. Eut back in those days, I dm% )adcrw, the 
r i m -  then, ami espcially the sidewheelers that I h e w  about - all very g o c d m e r s .  Nuw you take the Arrrerica, of ccwse it 
was fcmwly the Indiana - , a r d s h e w a s I [ L E t d B a n ~ i o n b o a t i n I  
think arrxrnd ths yeir  1923, 1922 or 1923 wars called mica and she 
ran out of Lcruisville to OoaKy Island there for a m m b r  of years for 
exaxsicas, ard Iwas also anher sweraL different t k  ard shewas 
anather good h a m i l e  and a very fast boat. She ms a high pressure 
boat, a s-er and -was avery gmdboat and I always thought 
a h e ~ a n e o f t h e p y e t t i e s t b o a t s I w e r s a w ,  as--, because 
shesatupcnWmwater~ loakedl ikeadu&.  Shewasaveryproud 
lonlutng bat. 

Q: I've seen pi- of her and she had .that. 

A: Yes, that Is right. (pause) 
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Q: Now we are go* to W about the upper river. 

A: -upperrivertrade, Iwasonlyonthepachtboa ts the  
Twn Gmem and -is Gmem. Wa ran to Ihrrrtirqtm, West ~hgimia,  
so we did quite a bit of way business like Maysville, R r h m t h  and 
Ironton, Ikhlarxi arrd up l3umqh -ingtan, West vixginia. We would 
carry soap by the carload 1- art of here just: all kfnds of 
freight and I especially at Irakm, Ohio, yau stopped 
aml loadd up w i t h  hqs of nails and staples and hxb w i r e  f- and 
all kind of fencing art of Irmton. 

Q: what did ycru do in Po-? 

A: ~1PortfmwruthwasgensrallymadeonaSundaymamirVggoingup 
and we wdld sbp there to give the people a chumh stop, go to church 
ycru kr#rw. We wwld arrive there, say arcrund five or six olclock in 
~ r m r m i n g a r d m ~ d ~ y ~ u n t i l I ~ d ~ y d e v a n o l d ~  
that day lmt we wmld just all kkls  of freight cut of 
Fortamruth and to Porhmuth. Soap and just a g- run of 
freight. 

A: Ibu&hold stuff, that ls right, stores and others. 

A: Ashlandranabartthesme, *the-freightIwmldsay 
that Hmtingtcm or Fortsmxxth a d ,  abcRzt the same k i d  of freight. 

A: You mean raft logging? 

a: on the Big Sardy. 
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cxr heaviest frd*t. We used to carry a t r m = m h s  lo t  of freight 
a r t  of, soap sspecially Erum Proctor and Gamble out of C i n c h t i ,  up 
river and dawn W river. W e  wwld get a lot  of groceries too. 
Carawd goods a stuff that wasn't perishable, up the river. 

A: Yes, I made m m a l  tripe up the lbmb River. I% used to go up 
t h s r e m t h e ~ , b s c a u s e t h a t w a s , ~ t " h e ~ ~  
especially, at was a very good run for -. The freight 
bus- at -1~fltoss wts fairly good. It waanlt anythirrg ta brag 
a h u t  a t  that th ,  but the )xlsiness was really good. Ncrw 
we would leave C i n c h m a t i  on a S a M y  wmhg, at  three o l c l d c  I 
beliwe w ~ u s  our l eavm time, and weld get up to Q-Larle6ton Manday 
lrwmirYg sum&* you see, With our stQPB. It w m  a very nice t r i p  up 
to ~ l e s t r m ,  West V i r g i n i a .  

beautiful river 

Q: !That's called the Hawk's N e s t  I think? 

A: That's on f m  up, wle rimer a d  get up as far as that. 
~ ~ a b o u t a s f a r a s w e c o u l d g e t w i t h c r u r b o a t .  
~ , W e s t V i r g i n i a b e c a u s e a b v e t h e r e i t ~ d u w n a n d i t  
w a s  s little bi t  too treacherwus t o  try in abwe Mm@amzy. 

End of side One, Tape one 

Q: haven't abaut the Queen city or the days m W. Hubhrd 
** 

A: The Quen C i t y  of cxxlrse was a very famxxs boat. She was built 
in, I don% kmw in j u s t e t  year, Iwt I &d imagine mmd 1904, 
smethhq like that. I wuuldnlt say I was right &out that, but 
hc3mwc abe ran Cincinnati to  Pitwmgh for semxal years in that 
P i t W m q h  and C i n c h t i  pad& trade and the sister ship was the 
V h i n i a .  The Queen Ci was a very big stamheel boat; in fact she 
was o m  of the 4 ggest stermbel boats in this upper end of the river 
un t i l t bDe l t aQueencamehe re ,  Shewasave ry fa s tbaa t and I  
always mt she was one of the prettiest stamheel boats that was 
ever an any of these rivers. She ran in the passmger trade here for 
E i e v e r a L y e a r s L p t o P i t t a b u r g b a n d I b e l i ~ i t w a s a r o u n d ~ t l 9 2 3  
the Lmkville-Cinciraati Packat Cc~nparry h q h t  her and brought her 
dam here and ran in to Lmhville. fn this lmer trade, and she ran 














