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Albert S. Relley, July 27, 1957,
Interviewer, John Knoepfle.

Q: This is the twenty-seventh of July on a rainy morning at the
Greene Line Wharf. I have came down to the Delta to visit with
Mr. Albert S. Kelley, The Delta Queen's pilom% his river
career on the City of ILouisville.

A: I started on the river in the year of 1916, May 4th on the City of
Louigville and at that time Captain Charles Brasher, Sr. was pilot and
Captain Ed Maurer. They both of course have passed away a few years
back and I'm still going along on the river as yet. I started
steering on the City of Iouigville as cub pilot, which was and had the
record of making the fastest run between Louisville and Cincimmati
that any boat has ever made. She went down from Iouisville in five
hours and fifty-two mimutes and she came up the river from Louisville
to Cincinnati in nine hours and forty-two minutes, and I think and I'm
very sure that record stands good yet. She was the champion of all
sidewheelers, I think, that ran out of Cincinnati. They had at that
time the sister ship to the City of Icuisville, the City of Cincinnati
which operated on the opposite day and they ran here for a good many
years. I think the City of Louisville came out was built in 1892 and
I think it was 1895 when she made that record run. The Cincinnati was
a very fast boat, the City of Cincinnati, but she never could beat the
Louisville's record. They ran up to 1917 and 1918 in the ice and were
cut down here at the wharf here in the ice in 1917 and 1918. So after
that ice spell had cut down the boats mostly from around here then why
I went in the Navy. I joined the Navy in 1918 and served in the Navy
four years, almost four years., In 1923 I came back on the river and
finished up my time which at that time required three years as
steersman. 'Ihmin19231gotmyfirstissueoflicenseand0aptain
Ed Maurer at that time was hull inspector at ILouisville and he issued
my first issue of license; after spending two years with him as
steersman, then it happened that he issued my first issue of license.

Q: Was you with him after the war?

A: Well, no, I think during the war I think it was 1918, in the fall
of 1918, he got his appointment as hull inspector at Pittsburgh but he
wasn't up there too long at that district, I think two or three years
then he was appointed at Iouisville, Kentucky. So he was there when
he gave me my first issue of license. I guess I had it very lucky
because on the day I got my license I went to work the same day and
that's quick because sometimes you may have to wait two or three
months for an appointment or a job. But I was lucky, just went right
on to work.
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Q: Wwhere was that?

A: Well the first boat I ever went on as a pilot was the old
sterrwheeler Rentucky at that time. That was the first boat that I
went on as pilot, then I went fram there to the Andes, and the last
Cincinnati they built in 1925 and I was on her in 1925 and part of
1926." Then I went on a sterrwheeler boat here they called the John W.
Hubbard and I was on her a number of times and also the Queen City
which was very famous, especially the upstream boat from here to
Pittsburgh, but however, the company bought her, and she did run from
here to Iouisville, ch I would say two or three years on the opposite
day of the new Cincinnati run. I was practically on all of those
boats and then I was on the excursion boat the Princess and the
America at Louisville. It ran out of there excursions from Louisville
to Coney Island. I was on there several different times know. In
other words it all belonged to the same company. 'Itxer.mgillemﬂ
Cincimmati Packet Company at that time.

Q: Was that the White Collar line?

A: No, back in the Iouisville days the old steamer City of Cincinnati
was the White Collar line, but in 1918 after that ice, Captain laidley
sold out to Captain Roe and Captain Hubbard of Pittsburgh, they tock
over then. (pause)

Q: Now you were on these various boats and about what year does that
bring you up to, Mr. Kelley?

A: What do you mean up to the present year?
Q: VYes.

A: Well right off hand I couldn't say the dates on all those boats
but I can say this much, I have worked steady ever since then. As I
say when I got my license in 1923, I've been steady here and
fortunately one good thing about it, I haven't been sick or off
anytime for disability or anything like that. I've been around here
steamboating out of Cincimnati practically ever since then. Of course
I have done quite a bit of boating from Cincimnati to Huntington, West
Virginia and also the Kanawha River. I have license up to Montgomery,
that's thirty miles above Charleston. I have license up as far as New
Martinsville up on the Chio River. I have done same steamboating up
there especially on the Gordon Greene. I was up there on her in 1947,
and also licensed pilot from New Martinsville to Cairo, Illinois,
that's the mouth of the Chio River. And up Temnessee River as far as
Eggner's Ferry Bridge. That's about sixty miles fram Paducah and I
have license on the Mississippi River as far down as ILaconia Light
that is as far as the Memphis district goes. In other words I would
say about a hundred and fifty miles below Memphis.

Q: 'VnmndidymcmewiththeGmeneIim?

A: T started with the Greene line May the 5th, I believe it was in
1931 and at that time the Greene Line bought over the old Cincimnati
Packet Company here. They bought them cut and they had the
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sternwheeler Tom Greene and also sterrwheeler Chris Greene. Well they
wanted to get down in this packet trade here at Icuisville to
Cincinnati because it seemed like it had held up and the future of it
looked better than any other packet trade. So they came here in 1931
in this Louisville to Cincinnati trade in May 6th, 1931 and I went on
the Tom Greene, my partner and I, a pilot by the name of Charlie
Kirby, and by ! andbytheway:.tis ly a record, I don't know if
possibly way back fifty or s years ago, but any way I'm going to
tell you this. We had been partners at that time, Captain Charlie
Kirby about four or five years previcus before the Greene Line took
over down here and we were partners all twenty years and I
thmkthatlsalongtimtobepartnerswthonefellm,ycmknwone
pilot. We were on the Tom Greene sixteen years. Steady on that one
boat and I believe it could be a record, I don't know possibly, but I
know one thing sure it's a long time.

Q: Wonder if you could talk a little bit about the steamer Kentu
since you are the first man I've talked to who was on that boa

A: Well of course the steamer of course originally was the
levi J. Workam. However, I know 1 e about her when she was a ILevi
J. workum but I would say back well maybe along in about 1908 or 1910
she ran from here from Cincinnati to Aurora and carried whiskey,
mostly just whiskey, the still they had down there, Petersbury rather
I should have said. But I don't know just how lorg she ran in that
trade but a good many years.

Q: I guess that whiskey must have been a fabulous trade?

A: Of course that was before prohibition in 1919 I think it was, hut
yes at that time it was and later it must have been a year, ch I don't
know, maybe 1914 or 1915, she was taken ocut on the dry dock and
lenghtened ocut, and then named the steamer Ken . She was a very
famous boat, that is she was slow, she never any fast time, but
the management always said, she made more money than any boat they
ever had and after that was said she probably run away more business
than other boat they had because she was slow. You had to deliver
the ght on time and like of that, that's what counted. Well the
faster boats maybe got a little more business but they were a lot more
expensive. Now the Kentucky was a very cheap boat to operate and she
was a very faithful boat. She wasn't very fast coming up again a
strong current, itusedtotakeustwldsaytwenty—fwrhwmto
come from Iouisville to Cincimmati with a big river. Now a big river,
I mean about forty or forty-five feet on the gauge at Cincimmati.
However when you turned around and headed downstream she was really a
fast boat. She would go down with the current naturally real fast but
caming up is where she was a long time, I say maybe twenty-four hours
to come up with a big current. The mangement, they always said that
she made more money for the conmpany than any boat they ever had hut
she probably ran more business away than any boat they ever had.
(chuckles)

Q: I guess coming up stream you had to hug the willows with her?
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A: Oh yes it was a very common thing to come in with a boat like that
and other sterrwheelers too, with a lot of willow limbs on her guard
and the carpenter, he would always look around outside. He would say
well they have been trimming the willows. Because here is the
evidence., But you had to do that to get ocut of the strong current
because if you didn't you just wouldn't make any time. Now the
passenger boats like the City of Iouisville and the City of Cincinnati
and even the Delta , they said you could pull them across on a
current across river like you were caming arcund a point and want
to cut over to the next point, well you pull them cut in the current
they would keep going right on, they would still have a pretty good
headway, they'd go on. But the Kentucky, if you made it straight
across, if you fell across the river there, and say just opposite of
some house or barn from where you started to cross, why you was lucky
if you didn't drop below that before you got cut of a strong current.

Q: How about the Andeg, I understand from Dent Sanford that she had
an amazing whistle?

A: Yes the Andes had a very pretty whistle I always thought. It was
a whistle that you could hear a long distance away. It had a very
good tone. The Andes was a very good boat. She wasn't as large a
boat as the steamer and the John W. Hubbard and those boats
but she was a good carrier and a very good boat.

Q: Was she in the upriver trade?

A: Well, yes, she ran upriver a mmber of years. I believe Pat
Morrow at one time owned her, I'm not sure of that, but I think he
did, and then in later years she came down here in the Iouisville to
Cincimnati packet trade. She was a very good boat, and I was on her I
would say two or three years different times, you know. Now those
boats in those days, the larger boats, they would maybe have to lay
them up in low water season then they would bring out the light draft
boats like the steamer or the Ardes, you see. Because you
didn't have the nice pools of water then as you got now. In low water
season they had to bring those boats cut because the larger and
heavier boats couldn't run.

Q: Were you on the Andes when she was running upriver?

A: No, I wasn't on the Arndes while she was running up the river, but
I do remamber one time here, while I was on her here in the Iouisville
to Cincinnati packet trade, we came up to lock 38 that was just
canpleted, ard we came in there one morning I would say about seven
ard the lockmaster told us, said, "Well, you are the first boat
that has gone through this lock." At that time I don't know just what
year that was, it must have been around 1924, I believe, 1925 or
something like that. But I know he was telling us that we were the
first boat that went through lock 38.

Q: How about this Cincinnati? You mentioned that was the Andes
before? _—
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A: You mean the last Cincimnati, I suppose. WelltheC:ng of
Cincinnmati, the old C:Lm"— called that the City of Cincinnati and
This 1ast Cincinnati that was built was the Cincimnati. Ghe was built
andcamamtﬁl%tl. I believe the Mardi Gras at New Orleans was her
first trip, but right off the date that she left here, it must have
been in February, I would say in 1924. ButIdJ.dn'tgomheruntil
long in, let's see I think it was June of 1924, and I was on her until
about the middle of September of 1924. You know they'd run those
boats here in the Cincimnati-louisville trade through the summer
months on account of they would get more people those days. But long
after the, in other words say the first of September, school would
open up, why they figured they wouldn't carry as many people and they
would lay them boats up and bring cut their smaller boats through the
fall and winter months because there weren't enocugh passengers in
those months to justify them and run them. Because they were very
expensive, those boats to run, and you had to get a good many pecple
on them to make a go, and they figured through the summer months why
they could do that and she was very popular boat here for I would say
up until 1929 or 1930, and pecple over at St. Louis bought her and
made an excursion boat out of here. That's the Streckus Line. She's
brgtnmhg out of New Orleans, named as the President, an excursion

Q: When they laid a boat up did they moor it or take it out of the
watar completely?

A: No, not unless they was going to dock the boat. If they were
gomgtodockforscmerepairtodoonherlmllorsomethmgllkethat
they would dock them, pull them out on the ways or dock, either one.
Butjusttolaytheboattmforthelackofbusmessorjustrepalrs
totheengmeroan,smethingthattheen;meerswﬂddoorﬂie
machine shop, no they would usually drop them down below the
wharfboats and do that down there, you see. But if they had to go to
the ways, some hull work to do then they had to dock them or pull them
out on the ways, either one.

Q: Getting back to that City of Louisville, I was told by Norval
Horton, he wag an engineer on her, that they used to load it up with
beerandtakel.tdownriver Do you know anything about this?

At Well, yes, not only beer but all kinds of freight., I have seen
them laying at Carrollton, Kentuucky amd put on several hundred cases
of whiskey and barrels of whiskey, and places like that. In those
days, of course that was before prohibition you know. They carried

te a bit of whiskey and also stock. Now I have seen them load
stock at Iouisville and bring to Cincimnnati market and they would
drive them down in those days. I have seen maybe two hundred head of
cattle and maybe hogs and sheep. Of course they had a reqular deck
space to put them, on the lower deck. It was right funny of a
morning, they'd usually, you didn't have to have an alarm to wake you
up, there would be scme cow bawling or a pig a scquealing down on the
deck, you know, wake you up.

Q: How did they ever get that livestock up the public landing here I
wornder?
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A: They drove them. They'd just drive them, they didn't truck them
in those days. They just had regular men to drive them ocut to the
stock{::ds. Of course you couldn't do it now because of traffic, but
back those days traffic wasn't too bad, nothing like it is now, and
they would drive them. There was regular men that did that all the
time and they knew what they were doing. They would take certain
routes, you know, where it wouldn't be right through the business part
of town, and they got along fine, and probably got them a little
quicker than the trucks do now.

- Q: I guess you were on the Princess with the excursion trade up to
Coney Island, weren't you?

A: Yes, some, but mostly ocut of Iouisville., I remember one summer I
believe it was in 1927 she ran out of Louisville down to Sugar Grove,
a little amusement park they had down there, in other words a picnic
grounds, about twenty miles below Louisville. We ran out from out of
Iouisville down there and also picked them up from New Albany,
Indiana, and sometimes we would have colored trips too, you know, and
we did pretty well with her. I don't know just how many pecple she
could carry, I forgot now, but she was a very fast boat. She was a
sidewheeler, the Princess was, and a very good handler. I always
liked to handle that boat because she really was a good handler.

Q: Could you talk a little bit about, you say the Princess was a good
handler, why?

A: Well the Princess as I said was a sidewheeler, a high pressure
boat,arﬁshewam't,shehadgoodpmarforthesize boat. I don't
know just how long she was or how wide she was, but I always thought
she was just the right size for the power she had and she was a very
good hardler. Now a sidewheel boat, you know can twist them, what we
call twisting is we would come ahead on one wheel and back on the
other and I always said she could turn arcurd out in the river on the
length of herself on a dime. You could just twist her right around,
she was a very good handler.

Q: BSo same of them weren't so responsive I guess? Some of the boats.

A: Same of them, yes. But back in those days, I don't know, the

riverboats then, and especially the sidewheelers that I knew about

were all very good handlers. Now you take the America, of course it
was formerly the Indiana, and she was made an excursion boat in I

think around the year 1923, 1922 or 1923 was called America and she
ran out of Iouisville to Coney Island there for a mmber of years for
excursions, and I was also on her several different times and she was
another good handler and a very fast boat. She was a high pressure
boat, a sidewheeler and she was a very good boat and I always thought
she was one of the prettiest boats I ever saw, a sidewheeler, because
she sat up on the water and looked like a duck. She was a very proud

locking boat.
Q: I've seen pictures of her and she had that.
A: Yes, that's right. (pause)
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Q: Now we are going to talk about the upper river.

A: The upper river trade, I was only on the packet boats the

Tom Greene and the Chris Greene. We ran to Huntington, West Virginia,
so we did quite a bit of way business like Maysville, Portsmouth and
Ironton, Ashland and up through Huntington, West Virginia. We would
carry soap by the carload lots ocut of here and just all kinds of
freight and I remember especially at Ironton, Ohio, you stopped there
and loaded up with kegs of nails and staples ard barb wire fence and
all kind of fencing out of Ironton.

Q: What did you do in Portsmouth?

A: Well Portsmouth was generally made on a Sunday morning going up
ard we would stop there to give the people a church stop, go to church
you know. We would arrive there, say around five or six o'clock in
the morning and we would stay there until I would say eleven o'clock
that day but we would carry just all kinds of freight out of
Portsmouth there and to Portemouth. Soap and just a general run of
freight.

Q: Household things?

A: Household stuff, that's right, stores and others.

Q: You mentioned Ashland too, how about Ashland?

A: Ashland ran about the same, about the same freight I would say
that Hurtington or Portsmouth would, about the same kind of freight.

Q: They were still doing same logging up there then, weren't they?

A: You mean raft logging?

Q: On the Big Sandy.

A: Well yes, once in awhile you would see rafts of logs come out of
Big Sandy but not so much in thoge years. I think that was about
played out at that time I was rumning up there but however I did get
to see a few rafts came out of there on rises when they could get them
out.,

Q: Did you ever stop at Catlettshurg?

A: Not very many times, I believe I maybe recall two or three times
that we landed at Catlettsburg. At that time Catlettsbury, the packet
boats wasn't doing so good out of there then. But Huntington was a

very good town for packet hoats at that time. They had a wharf boat
mmthermicenwvtmrfboat,ardﬂwydidawﬂemmimssmtof

Q: What were they shipping up there?

A: There would just be the same run of business you would say the
other towns. It seemed like cigarettes and socap as I can recall was
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our heaviest fm:.ght. We used to carry a tremendous lot of freight
out of, soap especially from Proctor and Gamble cut of Cincinnati, up
river and down the river. We would get a lot of groceries too.
Canned goods and stuff that wasn't perishable, up the river.

Q: I guess you were with the Greenes up on the Kanawha?

A: Yes, I made several trips up the Kanawha River. We used to go up
there on the weekends, because that was, through the summer months
especially, that was a very good run for passengers. The freight
business at Charleston was fairly good. It wasn't anything to brag
about at that time, but the passenger business was really good. Now
we would leave Cincimnati on a Saturday evening, at three o'clock I
believe was our leaving time, and we'd get up to Charleston Monday
morning sometimes you see, with our stops. It was a very nice trip uwp
to Charleston, West Virginia.

Q: A beautiful river up there?

A: Oh beautiful and especially after you get above Charleston. I
never ran on the Tom Greene up above Charleston, I did on the Gordon
however, but you take from Charleston up to Montgomery, that's where
ymgothrax;hthosemmtamsbetweanthereandit'sreally
beautiful. The river is kind of windy, in other words I would say
crocked., Sharp bends. It's very pretty up there and we used to try
tomakethatrunindaylightsotogivethepassengexstﬁnetosee
that.

Q: That's called the Hawk's Nest I think?

A: That's on farther up, we never could get up as far as that.
Montgamery was about as far as we could get with ocur boat.
Montgomery, West Virginia because above there it narrowed down and it
was a little bit too treacherous to try in above Montgomery.

End of Side One, Tape One

Q: We haven't spoken about the Queen City or the days on W. Hubbard
yet. :

A: The City of course was a very famous boat. She was built
in, I don't just what year, but I would imagine around 1904,
samething like that. I wouldn't say I was right about that, khut

however she ran Cincinnati to Pittsburgh for several years in that
Pittalwrgharﬂciminnatl packet trade and the sister ship was the

Virginia. The Queen City was a very big sterrmheel boat; in fact she
wasosmofthe ggest sterrmwheel boats in this upper end of the river
until the Delta Queen came here. She was a very fast boat and T

always thought she was one of the prettiest sterrwheel boats that was
ever on any of these rivers. She ran in the passenger trade here for
several years up to Pittsburgh and I believe it was around about 1923
the Iouisville~Cincimnati Packet Campany bought her and brought her

down here ard ran in to louisville. In this lower trade, and she ran





















