
Preface 

This manuscript is  the  product of a tape recorded interview conducted 
by Joanne Wheeler f o r  the  Oral History Office on November 10, 1972. 
Cathy Caughlin t ranscr ibed the  tape and Linda Jett ed i t ed  the  
t r ansc r ip t .  

J. David Jones was born i n  1913 i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  H e  became 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s  when, i n  1951, Nelson Howarth decided t o  run 
f o r  mayor. When M r .  Howarth l o s t ,  M r .  Jones decided t o  broaden h i s  
p o l i t i c a l  education by running f o r  Republican committeeman and won. 
He eventual ly became a s t a t e  representa t ive  and w a s  the  sponsor of the  
series of b i l l s  t h a t  c rea ted  Sangamon S t a t e  University. M r .  Jones a l s o  
served as an a i r p o r t  commissioner and has been very a c t i v e  i n  the  Jaycees. 
This memoir contains M r .  Jones'  memories about p o l i t i c s  i n  Springfield i n  
the  1940s and 1950s. 

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s to ry  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  it  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  na r ra to r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the  informal, conversat ional  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty is not  
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views 
expressed there in ;  these  a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from the  Oral History Office, Sangamon 
S t a t e  Universi ty,  Springfield,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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J. David Jones, November 10, 1972, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Joanne Wheeler, Interviewer.  

Q: I want t o  talk a l i t t l e  b i t  about  your background. Where were you 
born? 

A: I w a s  born i n  Spr ing f i e ld  a t  2121 Clear  Lake Avenue. That ' s  ou t  near  
Bergen Park. My f a t h e r  was i n  farming, farm management. 

Q: Was he a n a t i v e  of Sp r ing f i e ld  a l s o ?  

A: He was a n a t i v e  of t h e  s t a t e  of Vi rg in ia ,  so  was my mother and my 
four  sisters--two o lde r  than  I and two younger. When I was about f i v e  
yea r s  o ld ,  I moved ou t  i n  the country. My f a t h e r  went t o  farming on 
loca t ion ,  you might say,  o u t  i n  Fancy Creek Township, r u r a l  r o u t e  C a n t r a l l ,  
which is about e i g h t  mi les  no r th  of Spr ingf ie ld .  There I l i v e d  on a farm 
till I was about e leven  and at t h a t  time went t o  a one-room schoolhouse, 
Wiggins School. The bui ld ing  is s t i l l  the re ,  where you t u r n  o f f  of t h e  
North Walnut S t r e e t  Road t o  go t o  Andrew . . . 
Q: Oh, it is* 

A: Called Bob's Market and t h i s  w a s  formerly t h e  Wiggins School. Then 
moved back i n t o  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  i n t o  t h e  c i t y  when I w a s  about  e leven  yea r s  
o ld  and have been he re  s i n c e  then. 

Q: Who d id  you marry? 

A: Marjor ie  Gale who w a s  formerly from Peoria  and t h e r e  was a l i t t l e  
p o l i t i c a l  connection wi th  t h a t  t h a t  h e r  mother came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  as 
United S t a t e s  Deputy Marshall .  

Q: Well. 

A: See, i t  was i n  t he  boot legging days and whenever they had t h e  r a i d s  
and so  on they had t o  have somebody t h a t  you might say  f r i s k  t h e  women 
and so on. She had some g r e a t  tales. And she  came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  and 
t h a t ' s  how 1 met h e r  daughter  Marjorie.  

Q: Is he r  mother s t i l l  a l i v e ?  

A: No, she ' s  not .  

Q: But your wife  can t e l l  some i n t e r e s t i n g  th ings  about what he r  mother 
d id .  
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A: I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: Your ch i ld ren ,  how many do you have? 

A: I have a daughter,  G a i l ,  who is  married t o  John F i n e r ,  Jack  as we 
c a l l  him, of Spr ingf ie ld .  He's an  insurance ac tua ry  and they l i v e  i n  
L i b e r t y v i l l e  which is about t h i r t y - f i v e  m i l e s  no r th  of Chicago. He's an  
insurance ac tua ry  wi th  Hewitte and Assoc ia tes  and they have t h r e e  ch i ld ren .  
And our  son, David, i s  seven yea r s  younger than  our daughter ,  i s  now 
twenty-eight. And h e ' s  i n  Houston, Texas. After g e t t i n g  out  of c o l l e g e  
he went w i th  t h e  Holiday Inn Corporat ion and he has j u s t  last January 
opened t h e  l a r g e s t  Holiday I an  i n  t h e  United S t a t e s  on behalf of t h e  
pa ren t  company. 

Q: And where is t h a t ?  

A: In Houston. 

Q: I n  Houston. 

A: Downtown Houston, i n  one of those  urban renewal, you might say,  
p r o j e c t  things.  They have a son David and h e ' s  f i v e ,  and expect ing 
another  c h i l d  i n  January. 

Q: And those are the two c h i l d r e n  t h a t  you have. You've a l r eady  ta lked  
about  t h e  schools  t h a t  you a t tended  he re  i n  Spr ingf ie ld .  Did you go on? 
You ta lked  about t h e  . . . 
A: Went t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  High School where I graduated. While I w a s  i n  
high school  my f a t h e r  passed away and t h a t  l e f t  me t o  be t h e  breadwinner 
of the family so I had t o  go t o  work bu t  I continued on tak ing  post-graduate 
courses  i n  the  morning, employed a t  a t h e a t e r  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  t h a t  had 
stage plays  i n  those  days, s tock  companies t h a t  gave plays.  So I had my 
daytime hours and I went back, kept  on going t o  n igh t  school  i n  a post-  
g raduate  course i n  journal ism,  bus iness  a r i t h m e t i c  and a l l  those th ings  I 
thought might be of some help. I ended up i n  a d v e r t i s i n g  and p u b l i c  
r e l a t i o n s  and I took a l l  t h e  s u b j e c t s  t h e r e  t h a t  I could and d id  some 
correspondence course  work and s tayed  wi th  t h i s  company. 

Q: You meptioned t h e  word . . . 
A: Theaters .  

Q: Theaters.  What were t h e  names . . . 
A: Well, t h a t  was a t  t h a t  time o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  Gaiety and is  now t h e  
Senate Theater.  

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: . . . and a t  t h a t  time it was no t  a movie house, it was a t h e a t r i c a l  
genera l  playhouse, where they had d i f f e r e n t  p lays  each week. 

Q: Was t h a t  pu t  on by t h e  l o c a l  c i t i z e n s ?  
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A: No, professional .  

Q: Professional  people? 

A: It was a p r i v a t e  enterpr ise .  

Q: Do you remember some of the  a c t o r s  who played here during t h a t  time? 

A: Well, they had t h e i r  own seven o r  e i g h t  profess ional  people and then 
they'd augment t h a t  with l o c a l  home t a l e n t s .  Most of them gone now but 
t i m e  t o  t i m e  over the  years  I ' d  see some of the  former profess ional  
performers doing TV commercials. 

Q: Oh, you did? You ta lked about you worked f o r  the  thea te r  i n  the  
Senate. You worked f o r  them s ince  high school then? 

A: I stayed with the  company, t h i s  Springfield family concern t h a t  a t  
t h a t  t i m e  had two t h e a t e r s  and is  now grown t o  where they opera te  ninety 
t h e a t e r s  i n  I l l i n o i s  and Missouri. 

Q: Now when I ta lked t o  M r .  Brown he to ld  me about the  Je f fe r son  S l a t e  
Makers. Were you a member of t h a t ?  

A: No, t h a t  was, I was on the  periphery but  not  a p a r t  of t h a t  as such. 

Q; When did you g e t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s ?  

A: Well, it  came from two d i f f e r e n t  d i rec t ions .  It came in t he  Junior  
Chamber,of Commerce movement i n  some resepc t s  but the  now C i r c u i t  Judge 
i n  Sangamon County, t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  George Coutrakon, i n  1947 decided t h a t  
he would run f o r  s t a t e ' s  a t to rney  on the  reform movement because i n  t h a t  
period Spr ingf ie ld  was a wide open gambling town. Most everything went 
and i t  got  r e a l l y  messed up because the  Pu l i t ze r  Prize r epor te r  f o r  t h e  
St.  Louis Post Dispatch, Roy Harris, who won the  P u l i t z e r  Pr ize  f o r  the  
expose f o r  showing t h a t  the  Capone syndicate had i t ' s  t e n t a c l e s  on 
Spr ingf ie ld  and . . . 
Q: Well, f o r  heaven's sakes. 

A: . . . and the  lady by the  name of E l s i e  Morrow, the  writer f o r  the  . . 

Saturday Evening Post,  came t o  Spr ingf ie ld  t o  do a f ea tu re  s t o r y  and she  
thought she was coming t o  the  hallowed ground of the  immortal Abraham 
~ i n c o l n  but what she saw here  so disgusied and enraged her  t h a t  she wrote 
an a r t i c l e  t h a t  gave Spr ingf ie ld  a black eye from coast  t o  coast .  That 
a r t i c l e ,  by the  way, is s t i l l  a v a i l a b l e  i n  the  l i b r a r y  and it says something 
l i k e  p o l i t i c s  i n  Spr ingf ie ld  r i v a l s  a  medieval border s t a t e  and someday 
somebody might t r y  t o  reform the community but many people thought it  
might be a p i ty .  Now t h i s  was the  a t t i t u d e  i n  t h a t  period. 

When young M r .  Coutrakon, the  a t torney,  decided he wanted t o  run f o r  
s t a t e ' s  a t torney,  h i s  godfather was M r .  Gus Kerasotes, the  founder of the  
thea te r  company and M r .  Kerasotes sa id  t o  him, "Well," he sa id ,  "George, 
i f  you're going t o  do what you say you're going t o  do"--he sa id  he was 
going t o  obey h i s  oath of o f f i c e ,  t h a t  means he was going t o  put  the  l i d  
on gambling i n  t h i s  community. Said, "I don't  want you t o  take any 
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t a in ted  money because t h e r e ' l l  be p lenty  of opportunities t o  rece ive  
funds from those who would l i ke  t o  keep th ings  going t h e  way they were." 
And he said, "So you won't have t o  take any t a in ted  money," sa id ,  "1'11 
pay f o r  your advert is ing."  And he says,  "Maybe Dave here  can help you." 
So away we went and George Coutrakon was e lec ted  a s  s t a t e ' s  a t to rney  and 
did  obey h i s  oa th  of o f f i c e  and put t h e  l i d  on t h e  gambling which eliminated 
the  bad influences t h a t  had our community kind of by the  th roa t  because 
it corrupted the  whole governmental and business s t r u c t u r e  of our community 
a s i d e  from whatever i t  did t o  the  people who themselves were gambling. 

So a young man who was i n  t h e  Junior  Chamber of Commerce a t  t h a t  time, I 
had served as pres ident  of i t  i n  1942 and 1943 and made a l o t  of f i n e  
associa t ions ,  among them was a young a t to rney  from t h e  Prudential  Insurance 
Company by the  name of Nelson Howarth. And we used t o  sit around a f t e r  
meetings and say how we thought the  town ought t o  be run. So somebody 
sa id  one day, knowing Nelson was a very opinionated fellow, "Well, you 
th ink you're so smart, why don't  you run f o r  mayor?" But, t o  back up a 
b i t ,  when George Coutrakon became the  s t a t e ' s  a t to rney ,  Nelson a t  t h a t  
time was working a s  a t to rney  f o r  Prudential  and he q u i t  t h a t  job and took 
a cut  i n  s a l a r y  t o  be the  a s s i s t a n t  state's a t to rney  and did the  enforcing 
f o r  the  p o l i c i e s  t h a t  Mr .  Coutrakon had l a i d  down. And on the  b a s i s  of 
t h a t  he had received some p u b l i c i t y  unfavorably. So we come back now t o  
the  t i m e  when the  mayor s e l e c t i o n  was coming up and s o  I sa id ,  "Well, 
Nelson, you always got  ideas  about these  things,  why don' t  you run for 
mayor." And he sa id ,  "Well, by gosh maybe I w i l l . "  So we took off and 
i n  1951 the  e l e c t i o n  f o r  mayor--this was a l l  p o l i t i c a l l y  neophytes with 
no p o l i t i c a l  backing from e i t h e r  party--ran a campaign and i n  t h e  primary 
we won the  nomination, Nelson did,  but  i n  the  runoff e l e c t i o n  was defeated 
by 240 votes ,  

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  close. 

A: So we found that--@ thought our p o l i t i c a l  education needed broadening 
so then a number of u s  involved i n  t h a t  decided t o  run f o r  committeemen 
and a number of us won. I was e lec ted  committeeman f o r  the  Republican 
Party and so was Nelson Howarth and Doug Brown as you mentioned among 
o the r s  and so then l i k e  I say, "If you can ' t  beat  them j o i n  them," so  we 
became a p a r t  of the  p o l i t i c a l  s t ruc tu re .  So then along the  way, with 
backing up, I had been involved with the  Junior  Chamber of Commerce and I 
was pres ident  i n  1942 and 1943. 

Spr ingf ie ld  was off  the  airways of the  na t ion  because a l i t t l e  southwest 
a i r p o r t  w a s  hemmed i n  by the  r a i l r o a d  and when t h e  DC3 came i n t o  being 
the  f i e l d  could no longer accommodate i t  and a i r  se rv ice  was suspended i n  
our community. So we went . , . one of t h e  p r o j e c t s  during my term a s  J C  
pres ident  was t o  g e t  us back on the  a i r  map. So we went t o  work on the  
p ro jec t  which resu l t ed  i n  t h e  Capitol  Airport  being es tabl i shed by passing 
s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  allow the  formation of an a i r p o r t  d i s t r i c t ,  o r  
a i r p o r t  a u t h o r i t i e s  i t  was ca l led .  So I served a s  chairman o r  vice-chairman 
of t h a t  au thor i ty  from the  time i t  came i n t o  being i n  1945 u n t i l  I went 
i n t o  the l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1964. After t h e  Howarth--we l o s t  t h a t  f i r s t  
e l e c t i o n  in h i s  campaign f o r  mayor, we became committeemen. So the  next 
tlme around Nelson was successful  i n  being e lec ted  mayor and he was i n  
t h e r e  f o r  a term and then he l o s t  and was out  and came back and served 
two more terms. So i n  1960 the  American Ai r l ines ,  who had been serving 
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Spr ingf ie ld  and Peoria, the  vice-president came i n  t o  t e l l  us  t h a t  American 
was going t o  p e t i t i o n  t o  suspend se rv ice  a t  Springfield and Peoria and 
some other  twenty-eight c i t i e s  i n  the  na t ion  of a s imi la r  category. They 
were going f o r  the  b ig  jets and long haul  and were no longer i n t e r e s t e d  
i n  serving intermediate cities. So we decided--when I say  we, t he  a i r p o r t  
and c i t y  fathers--we would f i g h t  t h e  case i n  Washington t o  keep the  
se rv ice  here. So I went down t o  the  newspaper t o  t a l k  t o  the  then publ isher ,  
M r .  Jack Heintz, who is  no longer the  publisher  but i s  r e t i r e d  and does 
l i v e  i n  Hawaii and looks out  f o r  the  Copley Press i n t e r e s t  i n  t h a t  area. 
But I talked t o  M r .  Heintz about g e t t i n g  e d i t o r i a l  support f o r  Spr ingf ie ld  
t o  f i g h t  t o  keep American Ai r l ines  and we got  t o  talking.  The primary 
had j u s t  been over and t h e  then county chairman, Mr. Hemmings s a i d  he was 
no t  going t o  be a candidate f o r  re-elect ion a s  county chairman and Mr .  
Heintz sa id ,  "Well, who's going t o  be the  new county chairman?" And I 
sa id ,  "Well, I don't  have the  s l i g h t e s t  idea,  I ' ve  j u s t  been a committeeman. 
I haven't been on the  i n s i d e  of the  functions of the  party." 

But a l i t t l e  background of t h a t  was t h a t  Charles Carpentier ,  who had been 
sec re ta ry  of s t a t e  f o r  two terms, had h i s  eye on running f o r  governor. 
B i l l  S t r a t ton ,  who was the  governor and served two terms and, according 
t o  M r .  Carpentler,  M r .  S t r a t t o n  s a i d  he wasn't going t o  run f o r  the  t h i r d  
term but he did. And so M r .  Carpentier had t o  s t a y  i n  h i s  s l o t  and run 
f o r  sec re ta ry  of s t a t e  again. But i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  among the  
c e n t r a l  committee-when I say  t h a t ,  each pa r ty  has t h e i r  c e n t r a l  committee 
organizat ion composed of committeemen from each precinct--some 200 
committeemen, each par ty  has the  same setup. Among those committeemen a 
l a r g e  group of them worked f o r  the  sec re ta ry  of s t a t e  under M r .  Carpentier 
and another group worked under the  governor, M r .  S t ra t ton .  And ne i the r  
one of them, because of t h i s  gap between t h e  two of them a t  the  top 
l e v e l ,  went down through the  pa r ty  s t ruc tu re .  So I s a i d ,  Who ' l l  be the  
new county chairman?" I sa id ,  "Well, it'll be somebody t h a t  is acceptable 
t o  both the  Carpentier  and the  S t r a t t o n  people because ne i the r  one w i l l  
support one from t h e  o ther  side." 

So, I ' m  paraphrasing now, but anyhow, he s a i d ,  "Well, who's going t o  do 
tha t?"  I sa id ,  "Why don' t  you do tha t?"  So he put a l i t t l e  t r i a l  balloon 
i n  the  paper and i t  came off  a l l  r i g h t  so I became county chairman because 
nobody was mad a t  me a t  t h a t  time. I wasn't involved with e i t h e r  s ide .  
Once you're the  chairman, you make decis ions ,  you got  trouble. ( laughter )  
So I ' m  t h e  county chairman, Sangamon County, t h a t ' s  where the  s t a t e  
c a p i t a l  is, and t h i s  is  a r e a l l y  important p o l i t i c a l  center  because of 
the  government being our biggest  business and indust ry  so t o  speak. Then 
t h e r e  is i n  the  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e ,  again i n  both p a r t i e s  statutory-wise, 
the  s t a t e ' s  c e n t r a l  committee--that's the  s t a t e  committee which is  composed 
of a member from each one of the  twenty-four congressional districts and 
these  individuals  are e lec ted  a t  primary time by t h e i r  pa r ty  and the  
d i s t r i c t  was the  twentieth congressional d i s t r i c t  running from here  t o  
Quincy area. And the  s t a t e ' s  c e n t r a l  committeemen a t  the  t h e  was a 
gentlemen by the  name of Claude Kent, Adams County Chairman, and was the  
superintendent of t h e  So ld ie r ' s  and S a i l o r ' s  Home over i n  Quincy. In  a 
year i n t o  h i s  four-year term he died of cancer of the  jaw. So when t h a t  
happens the  county chairman i n  the  counties--in t h i s  case the re  were 
t h i r t e e n  counties i n  the  d is t r ic t - -p ick  somebody t o  f i l l  o.ut the  unexpired 
term which they asked m e  t o  so do, s o  I became the  s t a t e ' s  c e n t r a l  committeeman. 
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W e l l ,  every t en  years  the  congressional d i s t r i c t s  a s  w e l l  a s  l e g i s l a t i v e  
d i s t r i c t s  have t o  be reapportioned and t h e  one man, one vote  e d i c t  of t h e  
supreme court  so each man's vote  is equal t o  the  o ther  one. And i n  the  
reapportionment procedures a t  t h a t  time af ter - - th is  was i n  the  wake of 
the  1960 census--failed, the  l e g i s l a t u r e  f a i l e d  t o  agree on a map. Then 
the  procedure was t h a t  t h e  governor appointed a ten-man committee, f i v e  
of each par ty  would wrestle with the  problem and i f  they f a i l e d  and the  
l a w  s a i d  i f  reapportionment f a i l e d  t h a t  way, t h a t  a l l  candidates would 
run a t  l a r g e  a s  s t a t e  wide. And so t h a t ' s  what came t o  pass and t h a t  
year we had an at-large--the r ep resen ta t ives  which now the re  are 59 
d i s t r i c t s  and th ree  i n  each d is t r ic t - -but  ins tead  of running i n  d i s t r i c t s  
they ran  s t a t e  wide. But by agreement each pa r ty  put up 118 candidates. 
They have 177 members so t h a t  no pa r ty  would win, would have a l l  the  
s e a t s ,  and otherwise some p o l i t i c a l  r e s u l t .  So each par ty  put up 118 
candidates and i n  the  e l e c t i o n  the  end r e s u l t  was t h a t  the  Republicans 
e l ec ted  59 and t h e  Democrats e l ec ted  118. This was i n  t h e  Goldwater, 
~ o h n s o n ' s  l ands l ide  which is  s imi la r  t o  what happened l a s t  Tuesday, only 
with President  Nixon. 

But along the  way, I was a member of the  state committee, and gentleman 
George Coutrakon I mentioned had served two terms a s  s t a t e ' s  a t to rney  and 
then had served e i g h t  years  a s  a member of t h e  house of representa t ives .  
The same time we had previously,  on t h e  previous e l ec t ion ,  passed a blue 
b a l l o t ,  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amendment which changed the  j u d i c i a l  system i n  
I l l i n o i s ,  and as t h a t  was going i n t o  implementation thexe was an opening 
f o r  a s soc ia te  c i r c u i t  judge. So George Coutrakon decided t h a t  he would 
run f o r  judge and p u l l  o f f  t h e  b a l l o t  f o r  r ep resen ta t ive  l a t e  i n  t h e  
game. So the re  were no d i s t r i c t ,  t h e r e  was no d i s t r i c t  committee t h a t  
normally would take  c a r e  of such replacements. The s t a t e ' s  c e n t r a l  
committee was the  agency t h a t  one time i n  p o l i t i c a l  h is tory .  So a s  I was 
a member of the  committee, they appointed me  t o  f i l l  M r .  Coutrakon's 
p lace  on the  ba l lo t .  So t h i s  was l a t e ,  near e l e c t i o n  time because some 
counties,  they even had t h e i r  b a l l o t s  pr in ted ,  had t o  do them over. But 
t h e r e  was one o ther  change i n  addi t ion ,  two other  changes i n  add i t ion  to ,  
s imi la r  t o  my s i tua t ion .  So I became a candidate i n  the  a t - la rge  e l e c t i o n  
f o r  the  house of r ep resen ta t ives  on the  Republican t i c k e t  and I r a n  
seventeenth among t h e  Republican candidates and we e l ec ted  59. The 
Democrats e lec ted  a l l  of t h e i r  members so t h a t ' s  why I came i n t o  the  
l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1964 and a c t u a l l y  took, physica l ly ,  I took the  s e a t  of 
George Coutrakon, who seventeen years  e a r l i e r ,  I 'd  been h i s  campaign 
manager f o r  s t a t e ' s  at torney.  Now t h a t ' s  a s c r i p t  t h a t  nobody, I 
wouldn't be l ieve  t h a t  myself, but  t h a t ' s  what happened. 

Q: You s a i d  t h a t  you were pres ident  of t h e  Jaycees i n  1942 and 1943. 
Let ' s  go back a year t o  1941, Pea r l  Harbor. Where were you when you 
heard about Pear l  Harbor? 

A: I was i n  my l i v i n g  room, l i s t e n i n g  t o  the  f o o t b a l l  game. My wife had 
an ec topic  pregnancy and was i n  the  h o s p i t a l  and her  brother  and mother 
had come out t o  s t a y  with our kids--just the  one c h i l d  a t  the  time. It 
was a f t e r  dinner,  we were l i s t e n i n g  t o  the  f o o t b a l l  game when the  f l a s h  
came wer and I s a i d ,  "Well, everybody knows where they were i n  Pear l  
Harbor." And t h i s  was--I remember i t  viv id ly .  I sa id ,  "That couldn' t  
happen." My understanding of Pea r l  Harbor, the re  was almost an impregnable 
base and i t ' d  be almost impossible f o r  an enemy t h a t  f a r  away t o  a t t a c k  
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Pearl Harbor without any warning, you how. To me,  i t  was one of d i sbe l i e f  
because I d idn ' t  th ink i t  could happen. Course, we h o w  it did.  

Q: It sure  did. How did  being a t  war a f f e c t  your job? 

A: Well, i t  d idn ' t  affect the  job a s  such because of the  f i s c a l  s i tua t ion .  
I was not accepted i n  the  service but i n  the  war e f f o r t s  the re  again the  
thea te r s  became very a c t i v e  i n  promoting bond drives.  They had booths i n  
t h e  lobbies s e l l i n g  the  w a r  stamps and put on benef i t s ,  thea te r  performances 
t o  sell  bonds. And from t h a t  I got  involved and I became the  chairman 
o f ,  subsequently of the  7 th  War Loan from Sangamon County which we ra ised  
some eighteen mi l l ion  do l l a r s .  That w a s  the  l a r g e s t  fundraising e f f o r t  
i n  the  county, I mean i n  Sangamon County during the  war. 

And some i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t s  of t h a t ,  we had famous p e r s o n a l i t i e s  come 
t o  Springfield.  P ic ture  with the  Quiz Kids, i f  you remember the  radio  
program. And I have a  p i c t u r e  with them a t  the  state house, the  s t a t e  
t r easure r ,  the  s t a t e  invested a mi l l ion  d o l l a r s  i n  t h e i r  funds, i n t o  war 
bonds and many other  s imi la r  a c t i v i t i e s  t h a t  were engaged in. We had 
some of the  p o l i t i c a l  overtones. We had a  contes t ,  I mean the  school 
children,  the  ones t h a t  would s e l l  t h e  most bonds. A boy and a g i r l  who 
sold the  most throughout the  county would be the  guest of the  committee 
t o  go t o  Washington be honored by meeting the  congressman and so on. The 
congreesman, t h a t  was Even Howell and so t h a t  was M r .  McPherson, t h a t  was 
the  young man t h a t  won i t ,  i s  now one of the  o f f i c e r s  of t h e  I l l i n o i s  
National Bank and we were together not too long ago and reminiscing about 
the  time he won t h a t  contest .  

Q: Were you involved in ,  I mean were thea te r s  and you personally involved 
i n ,  I guess i t  was obtaining money f o r  t h e  - USS Springfield Cruiser? Do 
you remember anything about t h a t ?  

A: W e l l ,  only I was not d i r e c t l y  involved i n  tha t .  The Navy League, M r .  
Charles Topp a t  t h e  Spr ingf ie ld  Sun would be a  resource person fo r  t h a t  - 
because he went t o  t h a t  dedicat ion I ' m  p r e t t y  sure. Maybe the  mayor d id ,  
Nelson Howarth, o r  M r .  Topp was with a group t h a t  went t o  the  dedicat ion 
of the  Pearl Harbor Memorial t h a t  Is now i n  the  bay there. 

Q: Did the  Springfield c i t i z e n s  raise t h e  money fo r  t h a t ?  I remember 
seeing i n  some of the  1943 i s sues  i n  the  newspapers, I d idn ' t  know whether 
it  was a  bond d r i v e  o r  war fund d r i v e  they had been r a i s i n g  money f o r  
t h i s .  I didn' t know. 

A: I r e a l l y ,  t h a t  was a  committee of i t s  own and I think the  bes t  resource 
person there  would be M r .  TOPP. I r e a l l y  don't  know t h e  d e t a i l s  of tha t .  

Q: k t ' s  talk a l i t t l e  b i t  about the  motion p ic tu res ,  t h e  movies. What 
was the  p r i c e  of admission? 

A: Oh, about th i r ty - f ive  t o  f i f t y  cents .  

Q: Was t h a t  a d u l t s  and chi ldren o r  . . . 
A: Well, chi ldren were a dime o r  f i f t e e n  cents. 
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Q: What was the  most popular type movie? 

A: Well, u n t i l  t e l ev i s ion  came along, was the  western, Gene Autry, Roy 
Rogers, Buck Jones and a l l  those heroes of the  day, they were consis tent ,  
popular people. Of course, you had the  W i l l  Rogers and Shir ley  Temple. 
They were the  two biggest ,  money making s t a r s  of t h a t  day. 

Q: I was wondering about the  p ic tu res  t h a t  depicted the  war. I remember 
Van Johnson was i n  one and a guy named Joe, I be l i eve  it was. 

A: Well, there  was a movie about Iwo J-. 

Q: John Wayne and Robert Mtchum seemed t o  win the  war whale handedly a t  
l e a s t  from Hollywood's point  of view, wasn't i t ?  ( laughter)  Were the re  very 
many servicemen i n ,  an i n f l u x  of servicemen i n  Springfield a t  t h a t  t h e ?  

A: Well, no, Springfield d idn ' t  become very much of a m i l i t a r y  center  a s  
such although the nat ional  guard i n  Spr ingf ie ld  was one of the  f i r s t  t o  
be mobile contingents of Springfield,  one of the  f i r s t  t o  be mobilized 
and was federal ized i n t o  the  service.  There was located i n  the  periphery 
wartime, a c t i v i t i e s ,  near Table Grove, e a s t  of Havana, t h e  Japanese Internment 
Camp. W. Ray Kickerson, who has been t h e  d i r e c t o r  under Governor Ogilvie 
of t h e  Department of Business and Economic Development, was a contrac tor  
that b u i l t  t h a t  camp. But during the  t r a in ing  a t  the s t a t e  fairgrounds, 
the  state f a i r  was, of course, was discontinued during the  war and the  
s t a t e  fairgrounds was . . . 
End of Side One, Tape One 

A: . . , Chinese a i r  force  people, hadn't  t o  do with a c t u a l  f ly ing  but 
with t h e  support pos i t ions ,  t r a in ing  instruments, o r  whatever, I don't  
know. There wasn't much sa id  about i t  but they were, i t  was a t ra in ing  
center.  There w a s  an ordinance plant  es tabl ished between Springfield and 
Decatur and those buildings a r e  s t i l l  there--that 's now the  DeKalb Seed 
Company and the  Borden Company have those f a c i l i t i e s .  As you go from 
here t o  Decatur, you see a l l  those cars ,  tank c a r s  along the  t r ack  and 
those buildings along there.  That was where they produced ammunition, 
s h e l l s  and were used i n  the  war e f f o r t .  

Q: I ' d  heard about t h a t  but I d idn ' t  know the  buildings were s t i l l  
standing or even occupied. 

A: Run by the  Rand, Remington Rand Corporation. 

Q: Now le t ' s  t a l k  about the  Jaycee a c t i v i t i e s  while you were president .  
What were some of the  th ings  they did ,  l i k e  salvage d r ives ,  d id  they 
handle any of those? 

A: Went i n t o  great d e t a i l  on those--reminiscing recently.  Gerry Taverna, 
who is  now an executive with a Texas company, Texaco t h a t  is,  out of St. 
Louis, has retained a residence here a t  the  Lake. I was ta lk ing t o  him 
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not  too long ago because he wanted t o  dispose of t h a t  property but  he 
was--we had a scrap d r ive ,  and eventual ly got  a l l  the  used ca r s ,  a l l  t he  
junk c a r s  of f  the  s t r e e t s  and out  of t h e  junk yards, o r  wherever and put  
them i n  the scrap drive.  And then the re  was another e f f o r t  of the  t i n  
cans which you encouraged every housewife t o  save. The t i n  can t h a t  the  
food came i n ,  the  ends c u t  ou t  and squashed down and put  i n  a box and s e t  
a t  the  curb a t  an appointed time and t h a t  was a l l  picked up. I thought 
about t h a t  r ecen t ly  because serving on the  environment committee i n  the  
house of representa t ives ,  recycl ing  is now the  "in thing" and it su re  was 
a t  wartime. Same way with newspapers, you had the  paper drives.  Everything 
of any i n t r i n s i c  va lue  t h a t  could be used i n  the  war e f f o r t  was marshalled 
i n t o  those channels. 

Q: Did housewives have t o  save fat? Seems t o  me  l i k e  we had t o  save 
f a t .  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A: Well, the re  were some of those, but  wasn't anything t h a t  the  Jaycees-- 
I don' t  bow, you took t h a t  t o  the  s t o r e  o r  something, a s  I r e c a l l .  

Q: You sa id  the  t i n  cans were l e f t  on the  curb, who picked those up? 
Was t h i s  a p ro jec t  . . . 
A: Oh, we'd arrange, when I ' d  say we ,  t he  Jaycees, t h a t  would be t h e i r  
p ro jec t  and you'd g e t  people who had t rucks  on a c e r t a i n  day a t  an appointed 
time would go out  and pick them a l l  up and take them t o  a r a i l r o a d  s id ing  
and shove them i n  a box car .  

Q: Were the  tires, the  rubber from the  tires, included i n  some of the  
th ings  you . . . 
A: Not i n  these p a r t i c u l a r  e f f o r t s .  They may have been done through the  
dealerships  o r  something because people as a r u l e  wouldn't have used 
t i r e s  laying around i n  t h e i r  backyards o r  anything t o  be picked up. 

Q: They had them on the  c a r  because of the  shortage. What o the r  
organizat ions i n  town did the  Jaycees cooperate with o r  v i c e  versa? 

A: Well, with any i n t e r e s t e d  party.  Of course, there  were many a t  the  
time. The p a t r i o t i c  fervor  was a f t e r  Pear l  Harbor everybody was a 100 
percent t o  g e t  on with the  w a r  e f f o r t ,  whether i t  w a s  the  policemen, o r  
t h e  fireman, t h e  Navy League, o r  the  mothers of the  servicemen. Most 
every organizat ion was doing something f o r  the  war e f f o r t .  

Q: What about a i r  r a i d  a l e r t s ?  Were the re  any a i r  r a id  alerts  i n  town? 

A: Well, they d id  set up the  block warden system i n  which the re  was--which 
i s  now an outgrowth, I mean kind of l i k e  t h e  c i v i l  defense setup,  f o r  
taking precautionary measures. But i t  was a s t r u c t u r e  t h a t  was used 
though. O f  course you had a community setup. Say they were going t o  
have l i k e  a US0 type of pa r ty  o r  something, why they wanted even down t o  
baking cookies. You'd go down through t h i s  warden system, block warden, 
each one would bring i n  so  many dozen cookies o r  whatever, you know. It 
had some side bar b e n e f i t s  of a community, and I wonder why even now, 
we've had communities, we have a problem here  i n  t h e  John Hay Homes where 
they want funds f o r  s e c u r i t y  detail--why t h i s  block warden thing might 
not  be an answer t o  some of our crime i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  thing t h a t  w e  have 
now. 
























