Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by Joanne Wheeler for the Oral History Office on November 10, 1972.
Cathy Caughlin transcribed the tape and Linda Jett edited the
transcript.

Jo David Jones was born in 1913 in Springfield, Illinois. He became
interested in politics when, in 1951, Nelson Howarth decided to run

for mayor. Wwhen Mr, Howarth lost, Mr., Jones decided to broaden his
political education by running for Republican committeeman and won.

He eventually became a state representative and was the sponsor of the
series of bills that created Sangamon State University. Mr. Jones also
served as an airport commissioner and has been very active in the Jaycees.
This memoir contains Mr. Jones' memories about politics in Springfield in
the 1940s and 1950s.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely., It may not be
reproduced in whole or im part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Sprimngfield, Illinois, 62708,
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J. David Jones, November 10, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Joanne Wheeler, Interviewer.

Q: I want to talk a little bit about your background. Where were you
born?

A: I was born in Springfield at 2121 Clear Lake Avenue, That's out near
Bergen Park. My father was in farming, farm management.

Q: Was he a native of Springfield also?

A: He was a native of the state of Virginia, so was my mother and my

four sisters--two older than I and two younger. When I was about five
years old, I moved out in the country, My father went to farming on
location, you might say, out in Fancy Creek Township, rural route Cantrall,
which is about eight miles north of Springfield. There I lived on a farm
till I was about eleven and at that time went to a one-room schoolhouse,
Wiggins School, The building is still there, where you turn off of the
North Walnut Street Road to go to Andrew . . .

Q: Oh, it is.

A: Called Bob's Market and this was formerly the Wigging School. Then
moved back into Springfield, into the city when I was about eleven years
old and have been here since then.

Q: Who did you marry?

A: Marjorie Gale who was formerly from Peoria and there was a little
political commection with that that her mother came to Springfield as
United States Deputy Marshall.

Q: Well.

A: See, it was in the bootlegging days and whenever they had the raids
and so on they had to have somebody that you might say frisk the women
and so on. She had some great tales. And she came to Springfield and
that's how I met her daughter Marjorie,

Q: 1Is her mother still alive?

A: No, she's not.

Q: But your wife can tell some interesting things about what her mother
did,
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A: I think that's right.
Q: Your children, how many do you have?

At I have a daughter, Gail, who is married to John Fixmer, Jack as we
call him, of Springfield, He's an insurance actuary and they live in
Libertyville which is about thirty-five miles north of Chicago. He's an
insurance actuary with Hewitte and Associates and they have three children,
And our son, David, is seven years younger than our daughter, is now
twenty-eight. And he's in Houston, Texas, After getting out of college
he went with the Holiday Inn Corporation and he has just last January
opened the largest Holiday Inn in the United States on behalf of the
parent company.

Q: And where 1is that?
A: In Houston,
Q: In Houston,

A: Downtown Houston, in one of those urban renewal, you might say,
project things. They have a son David and he's five, and expecting
another child in January.

Q: And those are the two children that you have. You've already talked
about the schools that you attended here in Springfield. Did you go on?
You talked about the . . .

At Went to Springfield High School where I graduated. While I was in

high school my father passed away and that left me to be the breadwinner

of the family so I had to go to work but I continued on taking post-graduate
courses in the morning, employed at a theater in Springfield that had

stage plays in those days, stock companies that gave plays. So I had my
daytime hours and I went back, kept on going to night school in a post-
graduate course in journalism, business arithmetic and all those things I
thought might be of some help. I ended up in advertising and public
relations and I took all the subjects there that I could and did some
correspondence course work and stayed with this company.

Q: You mentioned the word . . .
A: Theaters,
Q: Theaters, What were the names . . .

A: Well, that was at that time originally the Gaiety and is now the
Senate Theater.

Q: Oh, I see.

A: .+ . . and at that time it was not a movie house, it was a theatrical
general playhouse, where they had different plays each week,

Q: Was that put on by the local citizens?
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A: No, professional.

Q: Professioﬁal people?

A: It was a private enterprise.

Q: Do you remember some of the actors who played here during that time?

A: Well, they had their own seven or eight professional people and then
they'd augment that with local home talents. Most of them gonme now but
time to time over the years 1'd see some of the former professional
performers doing TV commercials,

Q: Oh, you did? You talked about you worked for the theater in the
Senate. You worked for them since high school then?

A: I stayed with the company, this Springfield family concern that at
that time had two theaters and is now grown to where they operate ninety
theaters in Illinois and Missouri,

Q: Now when I talked to Mr. Brown he told me about the Jefferson Slate
Makers. Were you a member of that?

A: No, that was, I was on the periphery but not a part of that as such.
Q; When did you get interested in politics?

A: Well, it came from two different directions. It came in the Junior
Chamber of Commerce movement in some resepcts but the now Circult Judge
in Sangamon County, this district, George Coutrakon, in 1947 decided that
he would run for state's attorney on the reform movement because in that
period Springfield was a wide open gambling town. Most everything went
and it got really messed up because the Pulitzer Prize reporter for the
St. Louis Post Dispatch, Roy Harris, who won the Pulitzer Prize for the
expose for showing that the Capone syndicate had it's tentacles on
Springfield and . . .

Q: Well, for heaven's sakes.

A: . . . and the lady by the name of Elsie Morrow, the writer for the
Saturday Evening Post, came to Springfield to do a feature story and she
thought she was coming to the hallowed ground of the immortal Abraham
Lincoln but what she saw here so disgusted and enraged her that she wrote
an article that gave Springfield a black eye from coast to coast. That
article, by the way, is still available in the library and it says something
like politics in Springfield rivals a medieval border state and someday
somebody might try to reform the community but many people thought it

might be a pity. Now this was the attitude in that period.

When young Mr. Coutrakon, the attorney, decided he wanted to run for
state's attorney, his godfather was Mr., Gus Kerasotes, the founder of the
theater company and Mr. Kerasotes said to him, "Well," he said, "George,
if you're going to do what you say you're going to do"--he said he was
going to obey his oath of office, that means he was going to put the 1id
on gambling in this community. Said, "I don't want you to take any
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tainted money because there'll be plenty of opportunities to receive

funds from those who would like to keep things going the way they were."
And he said, "So you won't have to take any tainted money," said, "I'll

pay for your advertising.'" And he says, '"Maybe Dave here can help you,"

80 away we went and George Coutrakon was elected as state's attorney and

did obey his oath of office and put the 1lid on the gambling which eliminated
the bad influences that had our community kind of by the throat because

it corrupted the whole governmental and business structure of our community
aside from whatever it did to the people who themselves were gambling.

So a young man who was in the Junior Chamber of Commerce at that time, I
had served as president of it in 1942 and 1943 and made a lot of fine
asgsociations, among them was a young attorney from the Prudential Insurance
Company by the name of Nelson Howarth., And we used to sit around after
meetings and say how we thought the town ought to be run. So somebody
said one day, knowing Nelson was a very opinionated fellow, "Well, you
think you're so smart, why don't you run for mayor?" But, to back up a
bit, when George Coutrakon became the state's attorney, Nelson at that
time was working as attorney for Prudential and he quit that job and took
a cut in salary to be the assistant state's attorney and did the enforcing
for the policies that Mr. Coutrakon had laid down. And on the basis of
that he had received some publicity unfavorably, So we come back now to
the time when the mayor selection was coming up and so I said, "Well,
Nelson, you always got ideas about these things, why don't you run for
mayor," And he said, "Well, by gosh maybe I will." So we took off and

in 1951 the election for mayor-~this was all politically neophytes with

no political backing from either party--ran a campaign and in the primary
we won the nomination, Nelson did, but in the runoff election was defeated
by 240 votes.

Q: Oh, that's close,

A: 5o we found that--we thought our political education needed broadening
so then a number of us involved in that decided to run for committeemen
and a number of us won. I was elected committeeman for the Republican
Party and so was Nelson Howarth and Doug Brown as you mentioned among
others and so then like I say, "If you can't beat them join them," so we
became a part of the political structure. So then along the way, with
backing up, I had been involved with the Junior Chamber of Commerce and I

was president in 1942 and 1943,

Springfield was off the airways of the nation because a little southwest
airport was hemmed in by the railroad and when the DC3 came into being

the field could no longer accommodate it and air service was suspended in
our community. So we went . . . one of the projects during my term as JC
president was to get us back on the air map. So we went to work on the
project which resulted in the Capitol Airport being established by passing
state legislation to allow the formation of an airport district, or
airport authorities it was called. So I served as chairman or vice-chairman
of that authority from the time it came into being in 1945 until I went
into the legislature in 1964, After the Howarth--we lost that first
election in his campaign for mayor, we became committeemen, So the next
time around Nelson was successful in being elected mayor and he was in
there for a term and then he lost and was out and came back and served

two more terms., So in 1960 the American Airlines, who had been serving
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Springfield and Peoria, the vicewpresident came in to tell us that American
was going to petition to suspend service at Springfield and Peoria and

some other twenty-eight cities in the nation of a similar category. They
were going for the big jets and long haul and were no longer interested

in serving intermediate cities, So we decided--when T say we, the airport
and city fathers--we would fight the case in Washington to keep the

service here. So I went down to the newspaper to talk to the then publisgher,
Mr. Jack Heintz, who is no longer the publisher but is retired and does

live in Hawaii and looks out for the Copley Press interest in that area.

But I talked to Mr., Heintz about getting editorial support for Springfield
to fight to keep American Airlines and we got to talking. The primary

had just been over and the then county chairman, Mr, Hemmings sald he was
not going to be a candidate for re-election as county chairman and Mr,
Heintz said, "Well, who's going to be the new county chairman?" And I

said, "Well, I don't have the slightest idea, I've just been a committeeman.,
I haven't been on the inside of the functions of the party."

But a little background of that was that Charles Carpentier, who had been
secretary of state for two terms, had his eye on rumning for governor.,
Bill Stratton, who was the governor and served two terms and, according

to Mr, Carpentier, Mr. Stratton said he wasn't going to run for the third
term but he did. And so Mr. Carpentier had to stay in his slot and run
for secretary of state again., But in the political structure among the
central committee~when I say that, each party has their central committee
organization composed of committeemen from each precinct--some 200
committeemen, each party has the same setup. Among those committeemen a
large group of them worked for the secretary of state under Mr. Carpentier
and another group worked under the governor, Mr. Stratton. And neither
one of them, because of this gap between the two of them at the top

level, went down through the party structure. So I said, "Who'll be the
new county chairman?" I said, "Well, 1t'll be somebody that is acceptable
to both the Carpentier and the Stratton people because neither one will
support ope from the other side."

So, 1'm paraphrasing now, but anyhow, he said, "Well, who's going to do
that?”" I said, "Why don't you do that?" So he put a little trial balloon
in the paper and it came off all right so I became county chairman because
nobody was mad at me at that time, I wasn't involved with either side.
Once you're the chairman, you make decisions, you got trouble. (laughter)
So I'm the county chairman, Sangamon County, that's where the state

capital 1is, and this 1s a really important political center because of

the government being our biggest business and industry so to speak. Then
there is in the political structure, again in both parties statutory-wise,
the state's central committee-—that's the state committee which is composed
of a member from each one of the twenty-four congressional districts and
these individuals are elected at primary time by their party and the
district was the twentieth congressionmal district running from here to
Quincy area. And the state's central committeemen at the time was a
gentlemen by the name of Claude Kent, Adams County Chairman, and was the
superintendent of the Soldier's and Sailor's Home over in Quincy. In a
year into his four-year term he died of cancer of the jaw. So when that
happens the county chairman in the counties-—in this case there were
thirteen counties in the district--pick somebody to fill out the unexpired
term which they asked me to so do, so I became the gstate's central committeeman.,
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Well, every ten years the congressional districts as well as legisglative
districts have to be reapportioned and the onme man, one vote edict of the
supreme court so each man's vote is equal to the other one. And in the
reapportionment procedures at that time after~—this was in the wake of
the 1960 census-—-failed, the legislature failled to agree on a map. Then
the procedure was that the governor appointed a ten—man committee, five
of each party would wrestle with the problem and if they failed and the
law said if reapportionment failed that way, that all candidates would
run at large as state wide. And so that's what came to pass and that
year we had an at-large--the representatives which now there are 59
districts and three in each district--but instead of running in districts
they ran state wide, But by agreement each party put up 118 candidates,
They have 177 members so that no party would win, would have all the
geats, and otherwise some political result, So each party put up 118
candidates and in the election the end result was that the Republicans
elected 59 and the Democrats elected 118, This was in the Goldwater,
Johnson's landslide which is similar to what happened last Tuesday, only
with President Nixon.

But along the way, 1 was a member of the state committee, and gentleman
George Coutrakon I mentioned had served two terms as state's attorney and
then had served eight years as a member of the house of representatives,
The same time we had previously, on the previous election, passed a blue
ballot, a constitutional amendment which changed the judicial system in
I1linois, and as that was going into implementation there was an opening
for associate circuit judge. So George Coutrakon decided that he would
run for judge and pull off the ballot for representative late in the
game. So there were no district, there was no district committee that
normally would take care of such replacements., The state's central
committee was the agency that ome time in political history., So as I was
a member of the committee, they appointed me to fill Mr, Coutrakon's
place on the ballot. So this was late, near election time because some
counties, they even had their ballots printed, had to do them over, But
there was one other change in addition, two other changes in addition to,
similar to my situation. So I became a candidate in the at-large election
for the house of representatives on the Republican ticket and I ran
seventeenth among the Republican candidates and we elected 59. The
Democrats elected all of their members so that's why I came into the
legislature in 1964 and actually took, physically, I took the seat of
George Coutrakon, who seventeen years earlier, I'd been his campaign
manager for state's attorney. Now that's a script that nobody, I
wouldn't believe that myself, but that's what happened.

Q: You said that you were president of the Jaycees in 1942 and 1943.
Let's go back a year to 1941, Pearl Harbor, Where were you when you
heard about Pearl Harbor?

A: 1 was in my living room, listening to the football game. My wife had
an ectopic pregnancy and was in the hospital and her brother and mother

had come out to stay with our kids-—~just the one child at the time. It

was after dinner, we were listening to the football game when the flash
came over and I said, "Well, everybody knows where they were in Pearl
Harbor." And this was-~I remember it vividly. I said, "That couldn't
happen.”" My understanding of Pearl Harbor, there was almost an impregnable
base and it'd be almost impossible for an enemy that far away to attack



J. David Jones 7

Pearl Harbor without any warning, you know. To me, it was one of disbelief
because I didn't think it could happen., Course, we know it did,

Q: It sure did. How did being at war affect your job?

At Well, it didn't affect the job as such because of the fiscal situation,
I was not accepted in the service but in the war efforts there again the
theaters became very active in promoting bond drives., They had booths in
the lobbies selling the war stamps and put on benefits, theater performances
to sell bonds. And from that I got involved and I became the chairman

of, subsequently of the 7th War Loan from Sangamon County which we raised
some eighteen million dollars, That was the largest fundraising effort

in the county, I mean in Sangamon County during the war.

And some interesting sidelights of that, we had famous personalities come
to Springfield. Picture with the Quiz Kids, if you remember the radio
program, And I have a picture with them at the state house, the state
treasurer, the state invested a million dollars in their funds, into war
bonds and many other similar activities that were engaged in. We had
some of the political overtones, We had a contest, I mean the school
children, the ones that would sell the most bonds. A boy and a girl who
sold the most throughout the county would be the guest of the committee
to go to Washington be honored by meeting the congressman and so on. The
congressman, that was Even Howell and so that was Mr, McPherson, that was
the young man that won it, is now one of the officers of the Illinois
National Bank and we were together nmot too long ago and reminiscing about
the time he won that contest.

Q: Were you involved in, I mean were theaters and you personally involved
in, I guess it was obtaining money for the USS Sprimgfield Cruiser? Do
you remember anything about that?

A: Well, only I was not directly involved in that., The Navy League, Mr.
Charles Topp at the Springfield Sun would be a resource person for that

because he went to that dedication I'm pretty sure. Maybe the mayor did,
Nelson Howarth, or Mr. Topp was with a group that went to the dedication

- of the Pearl Harbor Memorial that is now in the bay there,

Q: Did the Springfield citizens raise the money for that? I remember
seeing in some of the 1943 issues in the newspapers, I didn't know whether
it was a bond drive or war fund drive they had been raising money for
this. I didn't know.

A: I really, that was a committee of its own and I think the best resource
person there would be Mr, Topp. I really don't know the details of that.

Q: Let's talk a little bit about the motion pictures, the movies, What
was the price of admission?

A: Oh, about thirty-five to fifty cents.
Q: Was that adults and children or . . .

A: Well, children were a dime or fifteen cents,
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Q: What was the most popular type movie?

A: Well, until television came along, was the western, Gene Autry, Roy
Rogers, Buck Jones and all those heroes of the day, they were consistent,
popular people. Of course, you had the Will Rogers and Shirley Temple,
They were the two biggest, money making stars of that day.

Q: I was wondering about the pictures that depicted the war. 1 remember
Van Johnson was in one and a guy named Joe, I believe it was.

A: Well, there was a movie about Iwo Jima.

Q: John Wayne and Robert Mitchum seemed to win the war whole handedly at
least from Hollywood's point of view, wasn't it? (laughter) Were there very
many servicemen in, an influx of servicemen in Springfield at that time?

A: Well, no, Springfield didn't become very much of a military center as
such although the national guard in Springfield was one of the first to

be mobile contingents of Springfield, ome of the first to be mobilized

and was federalized into the service. There was located in the periphery
wartime activities, near Table Grove, east of Havana, the Japanese Internment
Camp., Mr. Ray Kickerson, who has been the director under Governor Ogilvie

of the Department of Business and Economic Development, was a contractor

that built that camp., But during the training at the state fairgrounds,

the state fair was, of course, was discontinued during the war and the

state fairgrounds was . . .

End of Side One, Tape One

A: . . . Chinese air force people, hadn't to do with actual flying but
with the support positions, training instruments, or whatever, I don't
know. There wasn't much said about it but they were, it was a training
center. There was an ordinance plant established between Springfield and
Decatur and those buildings are still there——that's now the DeKalb Seed
Company and the Borden Company have those facilities. As you go from
here to Decatur, you see all those cars, tank cars along the track and
those buildings along there. That was where they produced ammunition,
shells and were used in the war effort.

Q: 1'd heard about that but I didn't know the buildings were still
- standing or even occupied,.

A: Run by the Rand, Remington Rand Corporation.

Q: Now let's talk about the Jaycee activities while you were president.
What were some of the things they did, like salvage drives, did they
handle any of those?

A: Went into great detail on those--reminiseing recently. Gerry Taverna,
who is now an executive with a Texas company, Texaco that 1is, out of St.
Loulis, has retained a residence here at the Lake, I was talking to him
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not too long ago because he wanted to dispose of that property but he
was—-we had a scrap drive, and eventually got all the used cars, all the
junk cars off the streets and out of the junk yards, or wherever and put
them in the scrap drive. And then there was another effort of the tin
cans which you encouraged every housewife to save. The tin can that the
food came in, the ends cut out and squashed down and put in a box and set
at the curb at an appointed time and that was all picked up. I thought
about that recently because serving on the environment committee in the
house of representatives, recycling is now the "in thing" and it sure was
at wartime. Same way with newspapers, you had the paper drives. Everything
of any intrinsic value that could be used in the war effort was marshalled
into those channels.

fat., Do you remember that?

A: Well, there were some of those, but wasn't anything that the Jaycees—-—
I don't know, you took that to the store or something, as I recall.

Q: You said the tin cans were left on the curb, who picked those up?
Was this a project . . .

A: Oh, we'd arrange, when I'd say we, the Jaycees, that would be their
project and you'd get people who had trucks on a certain day at an appointed
time would go out and pick them all up and take them to a railroad siding
and shove them in a box car.

Q: Were the tires, the rubbér from the tires, included in some of the
things you , . .

A: Not in these particular efforts., They may have been done through the
dealerships or something because people as a rule wouldn't have used
tires laying around in their backyards or anything to be picked up.

Q: They had them on the car because of the shortage. What other
organizations in town did the Jaycees cooperate with or vice versa?

A: Well, with any interested party. Of course, there were many at the
time, The patriotic fervor was after Pearl Harbor everybody was a 100
percent to get on with the war effort, whether it was the policemen, or
the fireman, the Navy League, or the mothers of the servicemen. Most
every organization was doing something for the war effort,

Q: What about air raid alerts? Were there any air raid alerts in town?

A: Well, they did set up the block warden system in which there was--which
is now an outgrowth, I mean kind of like the civil defense setup, for
taking precautionary measures, But it was a structure that was used
though., Of course you had a community setup. Say they were going to

have like a USO type of party or something, why they wanted even down to
baking cookies., You'd go down through this warden system, block warden,
each one would bring in so many dozen cookies or whatever, you know, It
had some side bar benefits of a community, and I wonder why even now,

we've had communities, we have a problem here in the John Hay Homes where
they want funds for security detail--why this block warden thing might

not be an answer to some of our crime in the streets thing that we have
now. .





































