
Preface 

This marmscript is the of a series of tape-recorded htewiews 
-by Sandra Britz Arl&wbr for the oral History Office, 
sampmn S-te Uhi-ity in .the spring of 1982. Margaret Rseder 
-ibeathetapes arrdLb&iS. Jett editedthelmnsmipts. 

W i l l i a m  Ja- becmns mist rector on January 1, 1951 and 
left the parish as of Decwber 31, 1964, for -ctly fmrbzn y@?rs of 
mice. IXlrhg R w .  Jacclb's stay in Sprignfield he was active m the 
l o c a l ~ t y a s w 8 l l a s ~ r t o t h e c h u r d . l .  He-mthe 
YMCilBaard, theUhitedwayBoarcl, theFamilyServiceBoardandasthe 
presidmt of the Springfield CauIlcil of -. He amsidered 
Christ to be Ccamrmnity mnscious in their m m y  & works. 

After fourteen years serviae at C h r i s t  m, Rav. Jacobs m w d  to 
Des Mohes, Iawa to assist as rector at St.  Paulls awrch. He claims 
he and M r s .  Jacobs still Wave a very deep love for Springfield 
for Christ Church. '1 

of the oral history m i r  should bear in mjnd .that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that htaviewer, narrator and 
editor Wt to preserve the informal, comersationd style that is 
inherent in SUA historical scmces. Sangarrron State University is not 
mqmsible for the factual accuracy of the mir, nor for views 
w s e d  therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The m i p t  may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
repmdmd in whole or in part by any ~ru;ans, electronic or mechanical, 
without permissim in wit ing  fmn the Oral History O f f i c e ,  & q a m n  
S k ' b  Unimiw, winsfield, 11lh0b 62794-9243. 
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IWv. w i l l h  Jacob, Des  Mob, I-, Spring 1982 

A: [since Fkv. Jacobs lives in I-, this oral histmy was done by 

T a list of questions and having Renr. J a m  to the 
cpst mm by tape.] L e t  IIE start where you aaksdnre to and that is my 
psmal  history at W i s t  C!hur& when I came. The recorr3. of course 
shows p tbat I beaxre rector m Jarruary lat, 1951 ard left as of the 
3lst of lXce&ar, 1964 for exactly fourteen F. When I was &led 
t o C ! h r i s t ~ ~ h a d b e e n ~ b y a £ n e r d o f m i n e i n  
K i r k w c d ,  Missmri who w a s  nywife's rector axxlwho hadmarried us. I 
was me of abcPrt 28 rn who wkze  ccasidered for that p i t i o n  at the 
time. It was  in the s~mrmer of 1950. Of the 28 people who w e r e  
c o n s i d e r e d I w a s ~ ~ ~ t h s ~ f r c a n t h s ~ l e 6 t p a r i ~  
which was N-rt, Arkansas at  the time, S t .  Paul's C h u n k  I think 
the edge that I eventually gained in that whole process was probably 
the factor as to vhy I was called, was because of the lore 
that-in the parish for Jerry Wallace who had been rector of 
Christ QI- Pram 1921 to 1946. Jerry was greatly lcrved d 
in-ingly had ccrme fram a small parish in Arkansas also, Forest 
City, at the age of 25. In the selection process back in those days 
it was a m a t t e r  of being called. We didnqt have clergy profiles and 
all the search amnittees and things that went on in those days. The 
very first czmbct that I had with anyme f m n  Christ was one 
o f t h e ~ o f ~ v e s t r y c a l l e d m s a n d ~ m s i f 1 W O U Z d b e i n a  
position to make a change. I said, lqYes.  It H e  said, ' W e l l ,  the second 
question may be a little bit strarrge but I waxier if you muld tell us 

Y a X  -p?lq Up until that the I had never had my 
particular mason to define my *p. I had grawn up in -, I h a d g o n @ t o S e w a n e e , t h e ~ i s a p m t o f t h e  
schclol. st. Andrewqs SGhOol nln by Holy crpsIs or&? m auhe sib and 
St. b&yts School run by the S* of S t .  & q t s  m the other side. 
S o I h a d s e e n e v ~ ~ w a s i n t h e w a y a f ~ p i n t h e  
Episcopal d#lrch. I had came out of a rderate pariah in Nashville 
a n d h a d ~ t a t h e V i r g i n i a ~ w h i c h i s ~ s a l c r w & ~  
s m h a q ,  at least was. So that seer& to be satisfactary as far as 
that answer was mmemed. EverYkt2llly we were asked to ccrme and visit 
whi& was in Sepkerbr  of 1950. Marian and I in talking about it felt 
thatwewrruldlavetocclmetosprixrsfield. Wefeltthatccaningframa 
lsmall parish where I was at the t he ,  and I was only 33 yeam old, 
that there would be very little dmce of ltlle being elected as rector. 
50 it was a couple of nmths before they sifted thraagh the pople 
they wxre consider*. In N c n m m b r  of 1950 at a vestry meeting at 
Mr.  IEEltGh's, who was senior wardan, PascrPl Hatch was Senior warden at 
that tima and was a semi-invalid, and so the vestry mst in the 
aftemom in his haane. Scareone from that met- then called and said 
thatIhadbeenelectedrecbrard,  ofcourseasyau)acrw, Iawepted. 
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Sothat~shcrwoldIwas. AstoWhatinfluemedmetocama,  wehad 
been in N e w p r t  abw& six years, a very small tcrwn arsd had laved it. 
Eut it was a the to mwe m and Sprjnsfield very s w l y  seemed to be 
a v e r y w m d m T u l ~ ~ f o r g r c r w t h ,  bothasfarasfwas 
~ l y c r m c e m e d a n d a s f e c r a s t h e p a r ~ w a s ~ .  John 
Hauser, ny predecessor, had been there sclrrrvething like faur years and 
had begun to male wms raves as a result of what  was haErpenirrg afker 
t h e ~ W o r l d W a r w i t h t h e g r r r w t h i n ~ a t t e r & m c e ~ t h e  
cgrcrwth innmber&iptoo that was takhgplace in Sunday School. John 
had (3~~llplsted the Sunday -1 building m 1950 before he left  so 
that facility was presmt, We - just sinply attracted to the city 
and to the people andwe werevery happy to go there. (tape m) 
I marrticmed Mr. Hatch as the senior Wawden a t  the time I was called to 
be rector. Mr. Hatch w a s  the secwd senior Warden in the history of 
Chr- Church parish. He had bean on the vestry s h e  1909, believe 
it or not, and he died in Ziugust of 1952, v h i &  gave hira foq-three 
years m the vestry. ale 1 s t  twmty4x of these he was saruor 
Wardern ard also for mst of that t h  he ma the of the 
p a r ~ w i t h t h e b o o k s b e i n g h p t b y h i s ~ a t t h e F i m t  
N a t i m a l  Bank. He was the secord War W a r d e n  in the his toory of the 
parish, Bluford Wilson havhq k e n  the first. w i t h  his death in the 
fl;rmmsr of 1952 we cmpleted w h a t  Jokvl Hauser had started and mt was 
the ac~llpletely rotat- vestry includhq the waxdens. John appwmtly 
had made an attempt to institute a rotat- vestry and the c a p d s e  
had been made with the two wardens at the t he .  Clifford Hathaway was 
a -or W a r d e n  and had been Junior Warden for quite scgne time too. 
S o a ~ s e ~ i 4 ~ m 2 l d e w i t h ~ m ~ t ~ W o n a n d ~ o f f  
~ & y e a r w i ~ ~ ~ w a r d e s l E 3 m ~ t h r e e y ~ t e r m s b u t u n l * t h e  
other nhm rcm they were eligible for b e c t i m .  Also in that 
p r o c l e s s t h i s & h ~ y c r u ~ ~ t h e ~ h a s c h a n g e d i n t h e l a s t  
g m t i o n .  It was not unusual for the vestry to  be a self 
perpetuating bodty. It was nut unusual for a Senior Wards to stay in 
for life once he got in and also to be sumthing of a lay pope. He 
p m t ~ w e l l r a n t h e p a r i s h a n d u s u a l l y w i t h s o m e c o ~ ~  
who ran the wamn's work and had her say fn the n n m h q  of the parish 
also. In those days when I first am W Christ Church that was Fanny 
HoIbrOOk, a n d E h e a n d P a s c a l H a t c h r e a l l y p ~ ~ l * ~ t h s  
parish. MY. HaW, when I w m t  there, as I said he was a d - m i d  
a n d w a s ; n a t a b l e t o ~ t o c h ~ ,  anAsohemspmttymuch 
dependent q x m  my visiting usually an a weekly basis and kind of going 
cnrer things with him. We b e m ~  good fri- but he also catrve to 
~ t h e f a c t t h a t h e ~ m l ~ ~ g o ~ t o r u n t h e ~ i 6 h t h e w a y  
hehadinthepast. AsIsaidhewasthasartofprsonwhowasa 
very dcmhant m, not unlikable. I was very ford of himbut he 
a l s o ~ d h m e k e n d c a n i n a t i n g ~ h a d I p e m d t t e d i t .  Ithinkhe 
kid of saw that I w a s  young m A  not at that particular point willing 
t o ~ e 1 ; 1 M d e r m s a m e o f t h e ~ t h a t I b e l i ~ i n .  Oneof 
them was, for example, for crur -la report each mmth we s w l y  
g c r t a b e g ~ a n d e n d i n g b a l a n c e a n d t h a t w a s a b o u t i t .  SoIwmt 
to his swmhry at the bank ml said, "I'd lib saw figures. We're 
go* to have a monttrly treElsurerls report. I put it t-ogethar,ll The 
na& tima I saw Mr. Ham he said, 'Well, I hear you've been dcrwn 
seeing HeLenfVf Helen Criffiths being the pemm. I said, "Yes,  and I 
e x p c t t o g e t a t r e a p u r e r ~ s r e p ~ r t ~ m n t h , ~ a n d I d i d .  I twasn ' t  
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that I got it but I sinply fe l t  that the members of the vestry and 
m d x r s  of the parish had a right t o  know the details of the finawes. 
Aftermhth-waitedei l theanrmalpariah&ingofJarzuary 
1953 to reoqmize  the vestxy. Clifford Hathaway wcqkd a full 
t h m e y e a r t e r m m t h e v e s t r y a r d m y a ~ ~ a s S e n j . ~ r W a r d a a n d  
t h a t w a ~ i t h e e n d o f t h e ~ s o r t o f p e r p e t u a t i n g ~ v e s .  
A f t e Z h ; i s t h r e e y e a r t e r m h e ~ t e d ~ f f t h e v e s t r y a s ~ e l s e  
did. Since that t h ,  of mume, as yau knm there have h e m  many men 
a n d I v m l d h c p e r a a y b e r e c e n t l y b e e n s a m e ~ s e w ~ a s S e n j . ~ r  
W e ,  or as D i m  of Springfield calls than, Rector's Wardens. 

W h e n I c a m z t o C h r i s t C h u m h t h e r e w a s n o t ~ i n t h e n a y o f  achurch 
staff. We had Herman W i l s a n  as the janitor, a perscm, 
black. m thase days the blacks, of ccxlrse, there were no blacks in 
Christ C h m .  It was my privilege wme t b  before he died to 
present: him for c m f h t i o n  and he w a s  buried fmm Christ Chur& a 
mlovedperson. Ali&Imbmsa~-timesem&aryandcxmtimtsd 
with me for a better part of three years when in the latter part of 
1953 we errgaged J e m  as a Christian Educaticm ~ i m c b r - s h c r t l y  
afterthatIeeNaylorasthepariahsscretary, andatthattimemade 
the mian a P u l l - t h  position. J- Uppr did a mmrkably good 
job of ministry h mist M. Jean had a -ian badqmmd, 
h&d to Baptist S a n b a q  but after cmdng t o  mist Churdn she was 
- E Z ~ w a s ~ i s s t i l l a v e r y ~ O t e d ~ ~ n o t c m l y  
person but a Christian -tor. 

O n a a f t h e ~ ~ s a f i a t Q l r M ~ d u r ~ t h e y e a r s W t I w a s  
there wis Eric G m .  Ekic was the of prsm vdm, w e l l  he filled 
in at n m t  Eurything that ha-. Eric was, because of his 
occupation & all in thee days, was never really much merrtianed E m  
the vestry or anything else but after we kind of opened t h h p  up aml 
begnn to have real vestry elections, Eric was elected and later on I 
had the wrtLlnity to appoint him as a lbcbr's Warden. But Eric m 
his crwn establiW the little usher sysbm of fathers ard sons and 
kept the boob on it and listad pecple and made the a s s i w  and 
sawthatit&. Iftherewasarepairjobthatneededtobedonae 
arcrundthe~hewasdawntherebefcmhewmttoworkinthe  
momirYgan3toakcareof it. Hewasjusta-persantohave 



~ t o l e a n m h t h a t ~ i s h i n a l l t h e y e a r s . U l a t I w a s ~ .  
~ a r e s o ~ ~ l e w h o d i d w ~ d u r ~ ~ y e a r s t h a t I w a s  
there. We had a great Sunday School staff, we had a marvelous group 
of young people who began in  effect to take wer the l i f e  of the 
parish because when I w e n t  there it was still kind of e t e d  by 
older people, mother gemamtian, ard the SBccold World War or post 
Wrld War yaung people were beccaning very dominate in the l i fe  of the 
parish. 

When I w m t  there CIW had a young couples club that & about twice a 
mnnth w i t h  a pot ludk supper called the Fellmship Form. Out of that 
s r o u p i t d r e w J h n ~ ~ a r d . ~ W ~ a n d ~ i l l M c C q ,  Ihlss 
G i l l -  and Betty Leinick. mlly, I r ed ly  wmld need a book to go 
duwnthelistof  -of peqlewholaterwereverypmhenththe 
ledmship of the parish, m i n l y  an the veshy, teaching churdl 
school. I can mmxrkmwhen.thevdxydelagatiw1 from- parish, 
S t .  Faults D e s  I f o h ,  canre aver to visit. They wlere uttsrly 
a s t a u n d e d t o f i n d ~ s @ n . i o r W ~ h t h e r m r s e r y t e a ~ ~ y  
Slool. But this was the-this type of warmth and dedication is what 
M l y  made mist a w m k r f u l  place to work in ad to work 
for. 

A n o t h e x : p r s m w h o d i d a m t d d ,  welltherewereanymmbrof 
other persons who did a lot for that parishwhile I was -. I t m  

of Paul Gordm, Sr. who abast single handsdly raised the 
mrmey for the buil- of the rectory on W i l l i a m  Bd-. He simply 
w e n t o r r t a n d p u t t h e " ~ t 1 m p e o p l e t h a t h e ~ w h o h a d t h e m o n e y .  
W e  ncyt only built the rectory that cost about $50,000 in 1953 but it 
was paid for within a year or so and w i t h o u t  any red effort for a 
fund drive. A little letter was sent out to membxm of the parish but 
very little was raised that way. Mcst of what was raked was raised 
by Paul Gordon. Later on Wzdc Gordon, his son, was a valuable n m h r  
of the vestry as well as a very dear friend, 

A m c o v g . U l e s a i n t s I ~ a t C h r i s t ~ w a s ~ D i ~ w h o  
was a widcrw w i t h  three fine sons, none OE whcBn were living in 
~ i n s f i e l d a t ~ ~ I ~ t h e r e b e t t I g a t t o l r n a w ~ a l l a t o r a e  
time or another. Rrt the lovely font i n  Christ Umrch is a -rial 
fmm .the D i d k m m  Emily ard she is a descendant, she was a 

of Bluford Wilsrrm of ocrurse. The h r t  as I -1, aml I 
think there is an inscriptian on it, I'm not sure that I mmrhr this 
too well, but I think the font was a me;morial to a brother or 
sister of hers. Every Easter she had her -, Mmad Olga, on 
Saturday before Easter she and Olga w e r e  always duwn there scrubbing 
~ p o l i s h i n g t h e f c n t ~ f i X i n q i t u p f o r f l a r w f o r ~ ~ .  She 
wasthesor tof  ~whowaskudlyandwarmardwasavery  
w a & z f U  prson in  1- after a young rectory f d l y .  

As yuu knm wa had a f-ld when we arrrived, a fourcy~ar--old 
and a m l d  when we arrived anl later m had a child in 1953. 
I h e a c o e p t a n c e o f u s a s a ~ f i r m i l y h t h e p a r i s h a r d i n t h e  
d t y  was scnnething qute remarkable. W e  have a very d e p  lave 
for Spriqfield and for Christ chumh as a result of that and feel 
that WE have very deep roots there. 



Another saint was Lucy Hay. Mrs. Inq ?Gaywas a very genercrus 
-factor, a very wann w. We had a d l  capitol futds campaign 
at me t h .  I have forgotten  not^ just which one it was. She had 
rmde a nice contribution tomrds it but for sarrre mason she felt  that 
she hadn't done muugh w as she came out of the church me Sutday &he 
said, llYau lcncrw I really thought I should give this but I thought I 
~ d w a i t t o ~ i f t h e g o a l w a s ~ c h e d .  If i t w a s n V t m I w o u l d  
have turned it in.'' Eut she said, "I really don't have a right to 
keep it. I think the vestry w i l l  have to decide that.I1 So she 
droppedamusanddol l2uchec ic inmy~.  Wellshewasthatsortof 
pemm. She was me who left what  was a subatarrtial sum of mrrmey 
then, $30,000 in W will far Which we h q h t  the assistant ministerls 
housebefore1 1aPttherevh.ichI knmhasbeendiqxsedof a long 
t imago. B u t w e h a d n o h c x x s i n g a r d t h a t w a s a v e r y ~ t h i n g  
to do with that. 

sewice before I did. Marian kmdon, anather me of the great saints 
o f ~ t p a r i s h a n d a t ~ t t i m s w a s W d i r e c t d m o f W A l ~  
Guild,was-up-. S h e m a d e s a l l e ~ k & l b o u t B i l l a n d i n  
his stiff stuffy f d n  said, Wh, do ycru call ycrur rector by his 
first name?" She said, 'Why of caurse I do.I1 H e  said, ~wThe next 
thing you Inmw you'll be calling lw marlie." Her f a m c ~ 1 ~ 3  mly was,  
'Wel l Idon ' t thinkIlawrwyauthatwel l .N WehadMrrdofammhg 
f w t  over churdrmanship. Clough was only there a couple of years 
before I was and had, I think, WE s t r m ~  urge and ambit ion t c ~  see 
mist Church becum an Angl~ tho l i c  parish because it was the last 
strcag center of emngelical -p in the Diocese. When I 
f ~ ~ ~ S p r i n s f i d d I t F e n t t o v ~ i t w i ~ h i m a n d s i m p 1 y g a v e h i m  
a little bit  of my badqmm3 ard the fact: that I wasn't particularly 
-p=such. I t h i n k h e s a w t h a t a s a n a p e n i n g t ~ g e t h t ~  
Church mist: and began to sort of pushme around on sarne thhgs. I 

him that I had been called with the of 
what the par:ish's dmdmm&dp wa& a I had no intention of tqdng 
to it. The end rermlt was we had quite a bi t  of differences of 
apinian for a while but later on we bscatrve fri-. As long as we 
stayed off the issue of dmdmmhip  we had pretty good 
ccrnrmhlnicatim. But during the scam twelve years that he was bishop 
while I was there I was nwer elected or appointed to anythhg in the 
Diocese. It was only after he left that Bishop Chanhrs, who 
certahlywasasrnuchof a h i g h ~ a s h e w a s b u t a r n u c h m n r e  
flexjble and urrderstanding and a w i n g  person, I became before I 



left there the Chairman of the of m i o n  andwas elected 
b u t h t o t h e D i ~ C a u n c i l a n d t o t h e S ~ C a r m n i t t e o f ~  
Diocese. Asyerumayormaynotlnmw, IwasmadeanHnaoraryCrpnonof 
the D i m  a y6w or two before I l e e ,  pmbably 1963. Well as you 
~ l y ~ ~ o l d p a r i s h ~ w h i & h a s a p l ~ i n t h e s n t r a n c e  

that it wm g im by Bluford Wilsrm, built about 1914. 

That main floor, which you may not be aware of, was a large auditorium 
and at scrma time or another the Little Theatre Group had used that and 
thatls where they had their begfrming, as a matter of fact. It had 
heen used also for sort of a day-schol-type of operatian at me time 
or another. When I cane, the Sunday school addition hav- been 
built, mst of the classes were in a t  buildirrg and the big 
auditorium was just sitting there as a passageway f r a n  the church to 
the Sunday School building. we fcrund ways of using it fmn t h  to 
tim but redly didn't have mu& use for it as an auditorium. It had 
a large sbge and I'm sure yaulve seen the elevatim on wbatwwld be 
the north esld of the buildirg. So about 1957 we raised same money aMd 
re;modeled that m w i t h  rocans, offices, sunday Sdml rams and I 
think there has been sam mmdeling in receslt years but esserrtially 
the rrrajor changes were done at that t h  as far as the structure was 
concerned. 

I think in 1953, but a y e c r  or tm after Mr. Hat&'s death, he havhg 
died in August 1952, Mrs. Hatch gave the present organ as a mmrial 
to him. The  Kilgan Organ Ccmpany of St. m s  did the organ us* 
sarrve of the very fine old pipes that were in the old Traclmr Organ 
t h a t ~ ~ ; r r o i t w a s & z n ~ l e t e l y m o r g a n ~ t h a t i n a  
sense it was simply using sme of the imeplacable old pipes that wire 
in there. 9he m l e ,  which had at that time sat on the floor of the 
navebecause i t w a s  aTrzlckorWticm~rgan, wasthenmvedaverta 
where it is ncrw. So in 1957 when we did We remodel- in the parish 
h ~ w e a l s o ~ e d ~ e c h a n c e l ~ i n t h e ~ m E l k i n g t h e  
apening for the organ and widenirq -1, when the organ was  put 
i n ~ h a d ~ ~ a l i ~ e ~ c e a n t h e m r t h w a l l ~ t h s o r g a n i s  
andsowegxhdaccgnparableamomtof spaceanthescerthwalland 
made the niche for the organ casmle at that tin=. It gave a little 
bit ktter proportions to the s a m b a q  and &mcel in relation to the 
nave. The chancrel and sanctuary had wz131s that just s w l y  aare right 
straight on out at you d was a very narrrrw a-. We also at 
that t h  m t e d  the door there by the altar rail on what would be 
t h e 6 c l l l t h e n d o f t h e d ~ r a i l a n d b u i l t ~ s a m ~ i n a n d  
m e d .  

W e l l  w e  made the officers wer in the pariah hause and at that time we 
put the rector's office wer an the east side and put the working 
office, the secmhry's office where the rector's office had bean and 
vhme the mcbrls offica lacrw is. So we got into that fairly 
exb-i- cm&n.&ion project. That really, except for later on, the 

had city stem for ~ t s  heat. As closed that a t  we built 
r w t d y a A u n a c e b u t p u t a i r d t i m i n m m a t t h e -  
time and the air conditioning part was a gift of the Louis HerndQns, 
Louis Marian Herndm. 


















