Preface

This manuscript is the product of a series of tape-recorded interviews
conducted by Sandra Britz Armbruster for the Oral History Office,
Sangamon State University in the spring of 1982, Margaret Reeder
transcribed the tapes and Linda S. Jett edited the transcripts.

William Jaccbs became Christ Church's rector on Jamary 1, 1951 arxd
left the parish as of December 31, 1964, for exactly fourteen years of
service. During Rev, Jaccb's stay in Sprignfield he was active in the
local comunity as well as rector to the church. He served on the
YMCA Board, the United Way Board, the Family Service Board and as the
president of the Springfield Council of Churches. He considered
Christ church to be conmmnity consciocus in their money and works.

After fourteen years service at Christ Church, Rev. Jaccbs moved to
Des Moines, Iowa to assist as rector at St. Paul's Church. He claims
he and Mrs. Jacobs still "have a very deep love for Springfield and
for christ Church."

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.




Table of Contents

Chwrch Staff and Active Members. . . . . . .

Q'mmmip-.....--....-....

Women's Auxiliary. « « « v ¢ 0 b e 0 4 v e e

Jean Lepper, Harry Haydis and Frank sShaffer.

Reasons for Resigning as Christ Church Rector.

Christ church's Relationship to the Diocese.

-

Welcame to Springfield . « « ¢ v ¢ v 4 4 4 4

The Militant and the Church Mouse. . . . . . .




Rev. William Jacobs, Des Moines, Iowa, Spring 1982
Sandra Armbruster, Interviewer.

A: [Since Rev. Jacobs lives in Iowa, this oral history was done by
ma)d.r?allstofquestlonsarﬂhava.ngRev Jacobs respond to the
questlons by tape.] Iet me start where you asked me to and that is my
personal history at Christ Church when I came. The record of course
shows you that I became rector on Jarmuary lst, 1951 and left as of the
31lst of December, 1964 for exactly fourteen years. Wwhen I was called
toc&mlstunmchlhadbeenrmmm;edbyafmendofmmm
Kirkwood, Missouri who was my wife's rector and who had married us. I
wasomofabmtzamnwhommcozaslderedforthatpositimatthe
time., It was in the summer of 1950. Of the 28 people who were
considered I was the youngest and the one from the smallest parish
which was Newport, Arkansasattlmtme,st Paul's Church. I think
the edge that I eventually gained in that whole process was probably
the determining factor as to why I was called, was because of the love
that was still in the parish for Jerry Wallace who had been rector of
Christ Church from 1921 to 1946. Jerry was greatly loved and
interestingly had come from a small parish in Arkansas also, Forest
City, at the age of 25. In the selection process back in those days
it was a matter of being called. We didn't have clergy profiles and
allthesearchcomuttaesarﬁth:ngsthatwentonmthosedaya The
very first contact that T had with anyone fram Christ Church was one
ofthemembersofthevestxycalledmeaxﬂaskedmelfIwmﬂdbema
position to make a change. I said, "Ves." He said, "Well, the second
questionmaybeallttlebitstxangebuthmﬁe.rlfymvmldtellus
about your churchmanship?" Up until that time I had never had any
particular reason to define my churchmanship. I had grown up in
Termessee, I had gone to Sewanee, the seminary is a part of the
school. St. Andrew's School run by Holy Cross Order on cne side and
St. Mary's School run by the Sisters of St. Mary's on the other side.
So I had seen everything there was in the way of churcimanship in the
Episcopal church. IhadmmtofannderateparlshinNashvule
and had gone to the Virginia Seminary which is known as a low church
seminary, at least was. So that seemed to be satisfactory as far as
that answer was concerned. Eventually we were asked to come and visit
which was in September of 1950. Marian and I in talking about it felt
that we would love to come to Springfield. We felt that coming from a
emall parish where I was at the time, and I was only 33 years old,
that there would be very little chance of me being elected as rector.
Sonasacwpleofmnthsbeforetheymftedthmghthepeople
they were considering. In Novemember of 1950 at a vestry meeting at
Mr. Hatch's, who was Senior Warden, Pascal Hatch was Senior Warden at
that time and was a semi-invalid, andsothevestrymatlnthe
afternoon in his home. Scxmmefmnthatneetmgthencalledarﬂsaid
that I had been elected rector and, of course as you know, I accepted.
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So that's how old I was. As to what influenced me to come, we had
been in Newport almost six years, a very small town and had loved it.
But it was a time to move on and Springfield very simply seemed to be
a very wonderful opportunity for growth, both as far as I was
persmallyconcenxadarﬂasfarastheparlshwascormexned John
Hauser, my predecessor, had been there something like four years and
hadbeguntom]nescmemvesasaresultofwhatwashappenmgafter
theSecondWorldWarwnhthegrwthmcm:rchattendanceandthe
growthmmembershlptoothatwasta]magplacemSmﬂayScrml John
had completed the Sunday School kuildlng in 1950 before he left so
that facility was present. We were just simply attracted to the city
and to the people and we were very happy to go there. (tape stopped)

I mentioned Mr. Hatch as the Senior Warden at the time I was called to
be rector. Mr. Hatchwastheseco:ﬂSem.orWardenintheh;Lstoryof
C.hrlmmurd)parlsh He had been on the vestry since 1909, believe
itornot,andhed:.edlnmJgustoflgsz whic:hgaveh:i.mfortythree
years on the vestry. The last twenty-six of those he was Senior
Warden and also for most of that time he was the treasurer of the
parish with the books being kept by his secretary at the First
National Bank. He was the secord Senior Warden in the history of the
parish, Bluford Wilson havirg been the first. With his death in the
sumer of 1952 we conmpleted what John Hauser had started and that was
the campletely rotating vestry including the wardens. John apparently
had made an attempt to institute a rotatimgy vestryandtheampmse
had been made with the two wardens at the time. Clifford Hathaway was
the Junior Warden and had been Junior Warden for cquite some time too.
So a campromise was made with nine men rotating three on and three off
eachyearwiththetwowardensservmgthree—yeartexmsbutunlikethe
other nine men they were eligible for re-election. Also in that
process this shows you how much the church has changed in the last
generation. It was not unusual for the vestry to be a self
perpetuating body. It was not umusual for a Senior Warden to stay in
forllfeoncehegotJ.nandalsotobemmmgofalaypope He
pretty well ran the parish and usually with some corresponding woman
who ran the women's work and had her say in the rumning of the parish
also. In those days when I first came to Christ Church that was Famy
Holbrook, and she and Pascal Hatch really pretty well dominated the
parish, Mr. Hatch, when I went there, as I said he was a semi-invalid
arxiwasnotabletocmetochumh,andsohewasprettymch
depemientuponmyvimtmgusuallyonaweeklybasmand]d.ndofgo:.ng
with him. We became good friends but he also came to
respactthefactthathewasmlongergomtoruntheparishtheway
hehad:.nthepast AsIsaldhemsthasortofpersonwhowasa
very dominant person, not unlikable. I was very fond of him but he
also would have been dominating me had I permitted it. I think he
kind of saw that I was young and not at that particular point willing
to kruckle under on scme of the things that I believed in. One of
them was, for example, for qur treasurer's report each month we simply
got a beginning and ending balance and that was about it. So I went
to his secretary at the bank and said, "I'd like some figures. Were
going to have a monthly treasurer's report. I put it together." The
next time I saw Mr. Hatch he said, "Well, I hear you've bean down
seeing Helen," Helen Griffiths beingthe person. I said, "Yes, and I
expect to get a treasurer's report every month," and I did. Tt wasn't
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that I got it but I simply felt that the members of the vestry and
members of the parish had a right to know the details of the finances.
After his death we waited until the anmual parish meeting of January
1953 to reorganize the vestry. Clifford Hathaway accepted a full
three~year term on the vestry and my appointment as Senior Warden and
that was the end of the wardens sort of perpetuating themselves.
After his three-year term he rotated off the vestry as everyone else
did. sSince that time, of course, as you know there have been many men
and I would hope maybe recently been some women serving as Senior
Wardens, or as Diocese of Springfield calls them, Rector's Wardens.

When I came to Christ Church there was not much in the way of a church
staff. We had Herman Wilson as the janitor, a wonderful person,
black. In those days the blacks, of course, there were no blacks in
Christ Church. It was my privilege some time before he died to
present him for confirmation and he was buried from Christ Church a
much loved person. Alida loeb was a part-time secretary and continued
with me for a better part of three years when in the latter part of
1953 we engaged Jean Lepper as a Christian Education Director--shortly
after that Iee Naylor as the parish secretary, and at that time made
the postion a full-time position. Jean Lepper did a remarkably good
job of ministry in Christ Church. Jean had a Presbyterian background,
had mto Baptist Seminary but after coming to Christ Church she was
conf and was and is still a very devoted and wonderful not only
person but a Christian educator.

As soon as the Seabury series began to come ocut we began to use it and
to develop ocur church school on the lines of the recommendations. We
had a marvelous parents' class, we eventually had two sessions of
church school, two faculties and Christ Church was growing during that
period. Well I think the records will show that we certainly outgrew
the Cathedral which there was always a certain amount of competition
there which was largely based on the churchmanship issue which I am
pleased to say is not as prominent today as it was then. But
churchmanship was a very, as you know in the history of the parish if
you've looked up same of the records, that the deed to the property's
given with the condition that only services of moderate character
according to the book of common prayer be conducted there, which is
not at all legally binding but was a very pointed remark at--the
reason for Christ church establishment was to get away from what was
happening at St. Paul's which at that time was a very strong movement
towards what was known as high church.

One of the real saints at Christ Church during the years that I was
there was Eric Green. Eric was the sort of person who, well he filled
in at most anything that happened. Eric was, because of his
ocaupation and all in those days, was never really much mentioned for
the vestry or anything else but after we kind of opened things up and
began to have real vestry elections, Eric was elected and later on I
had the opportunity to appoint him as a Rector's Warden. But Eric on
his own established the little usher system of fathers and sons and
kept the books on it and listed people and made the assigrments and
saw that it went. If there was a repair job that needed to be done
around the church he was down there before he went to work in the
morning and took care of it. He was just a wonderful person to have
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ard to lean on in that parish in all the years that I was there.
There are so many people who did so much during the years that I was
there. We had a great Sunday School staff, we had a marvelous group
of young pecple who began in effect to take over the life of the
parish because when I went there it was still kind of dominated by
older people, another generation, and the Second World War or post
World War young pecple were becoming very dominate in the life of the
parish.

When I went there we had a young couples club that met about twice a
month with a pot luck supper called the Fellowship Forum. Out of that
qroupltdremJiqummgardMaryWumingaIﬂBlllmcoy Russ
Gillock and Betty Ieinicke. Golly, I really would need a book to go
down the list of names of pecple who later were very prominent in the
leadership of the parish, certainly on the vestry, teachingchurch
school. I can remember when the vestry delegation from this parish,
St. Paul's Des Moines, came over to visit. They were utterly
astourded to find the Senior Warden in the mursery teaching Sunday
School. But this was the--this type of warmth and dedication is what
really made Christ Church a wonderful place to work in and to work
for.

Another person who did a great deal, well there were any mmber of
other persons who did a lot for that parish while T was there. I'm
reminded of Paul Gorden, Sr. who almost single handedly raised the
money for the building of the rectory on William Boulevard. He simply
went out and put the "touch" on pecple that he knew who had the money.
We not only built the rectory that cost about $50,000 in 1953 but it
was paid for within a year or so amd without any real effort for a
fund drive. A little letter was sent out to members of the parish but
very little was raised that way. Most of what was raised was raised
by Paul Gordon. Later on Buck Gordon, his son, was a valuable member
of the vestry as well as a very dear friend.

Among the saints I remember at Christ church was Lucy Dickerman who
was a widow with three fine sons, none of whom were living in
Sprirngfield at the time I was there but I got to know them all at one
time or another. But the lovely font in Christ Church is a memorial
fram the Dickerman family and she is a descendant, she was a
descendant of Bluford Wilson of course. The font as I recall, and I
think there is an inscription on it, I'm not sure that I remember this
toowell,mtIthmkthefontwasamrlaltoayourgerbmtheror
gister of hers. Every Easter she had her housekeeper, named Olga, on
Saturday before Easter she and Olga were always down there scrubbing
and polishing the font and fixing it up for flowers for Easter. She
was the sort of perscn who was kindly and warm and was a very
wonderful person in locking after a young rectory family.

As you know we had a four-year-old when we arrrived, a four-year-old
and a one-year-old when we arrived and later on had a child in 1953.
Iheaccepta:weofusasaymmgfamlymthepansha:ﬂinthe
comnmitywassomth:i.ngqulte remarkable. We have a very deep love
for Springfield and for Christ Church as a result of that and feel
that we have very deep roots there.
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Ancther saint was Incy Hay. Mrs. Lucy Hay was a very generous
benefactor, a very warm person. We had a small capitol funds campaiogn
at one time. I have forgotten now just which one it was. She had
made a nice contribution towards it but for some reason she felt that
she hadn't done encugh so as she came cut of the church one Sunday she
said, "You know I really thought I should give this but I thought I
would wait to see if the goal was reached. If it wasn't then I would
have turned it in." But she said, "I really don't have a right to
keep it. I think the vestry will have to decide that." So she
dropped a thousand dollar check in my palm. Well she was that sort of
person. She was one who left what was a substantial sum of money
then, $30,000 in her will for which we bought the assistant minister's
house before I left there which I know has been disposed of a long
time ago. But we had no housing and that was a very wonderful thing
to do with that.

Mrs. Pascal Hatch herself was a wonderful person. She wag never
confirmed in the Episcopal Chnrch, She had a strong Baptist

ard she kind of held on to that but she was very loyal to
the church and to her hugband's church. She supported it very
strongly all of her life. She had been hurt at some point back in the
days when the churchman issue was so strong and people who were not
confirmed were not permitted to come to commmion. Even after I came
there and invited her she still never felt free to do so. I think
perhaps she did though before she died. We had some unhappy ch,
unhappy, I almost wanted to say fights but they were differences over
churchmanship particularly during early years that I was rector there.

I remember one amusing instance Bishop Clough, who was a pretty stuffy
individual, arrived one morning on his visitation for the 8 o'clock
service before I did. Marian Herndon, another one of the great saints
of that parish and at that time was the directoress of the Altar
Guild, was up things. She made some remark about Bill and in
his stiff stuffy fashion said, "Oh, do you call your rector by his
first name?" she said, "why of course I do." He said, "The next
thing you know you'll be calling me Charlie." Her famous reply was,
"Well I don't think I know you that well." We had kind of a running
fight over churchmanship. Clough was only there a couple of years
before T was and had, I think, the strong urge and ambition to see
Christ Church become an Anglo-Catholic parish because it was the last
strong center of evangelical churchmanship in the Diocese. When I
first went to Springfield I went to visit with him and simply gave him
a little bit of my background and the fact that I wasn't particularly
churchmanship as such. I think he saw that as an opening to get into
Church Christ and began to sort of push me around on some things. I
reminded him that I had been called there with the understanding of
what the parish's churchmanship was and I had no intention of trying
to change it. 'The end result was we had quite a bit of differences of
opinion for a while but later on we became friends. As long as we
stayed off the issue of churchmanship we had pretty good
coommnication. But during the some twelve years that he was bishop
while I was there I was never elected or appointed to anything in the
Diocese. It was only after he left that Bishop Chambers, who
certainly was as much of a high churchman as he was but a much more
flexible and understanding and accepting person, I became before I
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left there the Chairman of the Department of Promotion and was elected
both to the Diocesan Council and to the Standing Committe of the
Diocese. As you may or may not know, I was made an Honorary Canon of
the Diocese a year or two before I left, probably 1963. Well as you
probably know the old parish house which has a plague in the entrance
there that it was given by Bluford Wilson, built about 1914.

That main floor, which you may not be aware of, was a large auditorium
and at some time or another the Little Theatre Group had used that and
that's where they had their begimning, as a matter of fact. It had
been used also for sort of a day-school-type of operation at one time
or ancther. When I came, the Sunday School addition having been
built, most of the classes were in that building and the big
auditorium was just sitting there as a passageway fram the church to
the Surnday School building. We found ways of using it from time to
time but really didn't have much use for it as an auditorium. Tt had
a large stage and I'm sure you've seen the elevation on what would be
the north end of the building. So about 1957 we raised some money and
remodeled that area with rooms, offices, Sunday School rooms and I
think there has been same remodeling in recent years but essentially
the major changes were done at that time as far as the structure was
concerned

I think in 1953, but a year or so after Mr, Hatch's death, he having
died in August 1952, Mrs. Hatch gave the present organ as a memorial
to him. The Kilgan Organ Company of St. Iouis did the organ using
some of the very fine old pipes that were in the old Trackor Organ
that was there so it was not a completely new organ except that in a
sense it was simply using some of the irreplacable old pipes that were
in there, The console, which had at that time sat on the floor of the
nave because it was a Trackor Action Organ, was then moved over to
where it is now. So in 1957 when we did the remodeling in the parish
house we also remodeled the chancel area in the church making the
opening for the organ and widening the—-well, when the organ was put
in we had gained a little space on the north wall where the organ is
and so we gained a comparable amount of space on the south wall and
made the niche for the organ console at that time. Tt gave a little
bit better proportions to the sanctuary and chancel in relation to the
nave, The chancel and sanctuary had walls that just simply came right
straight on out at you ard was a very narrow appeararnce. We also at
that time created the door there by the altar rail on what would be
the south erd of the altar rail and huilt the sacristy in and
remodeled.

Well we made the offices over in the parish house and at that time we
put the rector's office over on the east side and put the working
office, the secretary's office where the rector's office had been and
where the rector's office now is. So we got into that fairly
extensive construction project. That really, except for later on, the
c¢hurch had city steam for its heat. As they closed that cut we built
not only a furnace but put air conditioning in the church at the same
time and the air conditioning part was a gift of the Louis Herndons,
Iouis and Marian Herndon.




























