Preface

This manuscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by C. Arthur Bradley for the Oral History Office on July 9, 1988.
Margaret Reeder transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the
transcript. Walter Jackson reviewed the transcript.

Walter Jackson was one of the twenty Union Seminary conscientious
cbjectors who signed the original statement but not one of the eight
who refused to register and went to jail in 1940. He was born in New
Bedford, Massachusetts, in 1916. Mr. Jackson went to Brown University
where he graduated in 1939. He was active in the small but active
Christian Association at Brown. Mr. Jackson attended Union
Theological Seminary for one year, 1939 to 1940. After he registered
for the draft he attended a Public Service Camp in the Adirondacks for
one winter. Then, with three other fellow Union students, Walter ran
a peace education conference for the New York Federation of Churches,
and then started three summer work camps for the Congregational-
Christian Churches. Mr. Jackson entered Chicago Theological Seminary
and graduated after two years. His first full-time church experience
as a Congregational-Christian minister was to organize a new church in
a middle income housing project on the far west side of Detroit. He
served that church as co-pastor along with one of the eight, Joe
Bevilacqua, from 1943 to 1947, Mr. Jackson received a call to the
Pittsford, Vermont, Congregregational Church where he served for two
years before moving to Detroit as a youth work assistant at the
Woodward Avenue Congregational Church preliminary to finding a job in
secular life., He then worked for eight years for Goodbody Inc. as a
stockbroker. After that he and his brother formed a company to
produce the first plastic seed flats in the United States. After
three years Mr. Jackson went out on his own to organize a plastics
company making house shutters. He sold this company after five years
and essentially retired although for ten years from 1965-1975 he was
involved in developing land in the Pontiac, Michigan area while
wintering in Florida. Mr. Jackson now lives summers in Pittsford,
Vermont., and winters in Coral Gables, Florida and is active in
churches in both areas.

C. Arthur Bradley has been as Associate Conference Minister for the
Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ, deployed in
Central Association in Peoria, Tllinois, from 1980 to the present.
Dr. Bradley grew up in Shaker Heights and Oberlin, chio. Since 1952
he has been an ordained clergyman, first in the Congregational-
Christian Churches and then after the merger in the United Church of
Christ. He has served churches in New Hampshire and Comnecticut. He
holds a Bachelors degree from Harvard College, a Masters of Divinity
Degree from Union Theological Seminary, a Masters of Sacred Theology
from Yale Divinity School, and a Doctor of Philosophy in American
Studies from New York University. Dr. Bradley is married to Jean and
they have four adult children.




Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted ard cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.
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Walter Jackson, July 9, 1988, Pittsford, Vermont.
C. Arthur Bradley, Interviewer.

Q: Why don't we begin by just talkiny a bit about how you came to go
to Union and how you came to have feelings about pacifism?

A: Okay, when I was in high school T started out with the ROIC which
meant two or three mornings a week I had to put on a uniform from
World War I. I was learning how to handle a gun. I went out two
mornings a week on the practice ground with the other young men. I
was strictly patriotic. In my sophomore year we had a minister come
right cut of Union Seminary. Hisnamwasz-\llenKeadyandhewasa
Niebuhr protege. He was a socialist and a pacifist. Within a matter
ofmmthsIhaddlscardedmyuniformaninasmarchinglnpeace'
paradesaxﬂlabormmparadesmNewBedford,Massadmsetta. So if
you ask me where I got started, I believe ministers can have great
mflumcemyamgpeople. Allen turned me almost overnight from
being a ROTC member to being anti-ROTC.

Q: How old were you?
A: I was sixteen.
Q: Yes, a very impressionable age, isn't it?

A: He was very dedicated. Professor Harry Ward meant a lot to him
too. Was it Harry Ward at Union?

Q: That's right.

A: Ward and Nieluhr meant a lot to Allen. I know a lot about him
becauseheemedupmarryingnysmter So I followed Allen's career.
While he was at Union he went to Harlan County because the miners were
striking. He was jailed for picketing and Henry Sloane Coffin at some
point had to bail him out.

Q: So he got involved in that labor strike?

A: In the late 1920s, do you remember that?

Q: Sure.

A: So I had that strong influence and when it came time to decide on

a career in my senior year at Brown I decided to go to Union Seminary
because that's where my minister had gone.
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Q: I see. Well now wait a minute, between the time you were sixteen
you had been active in a lot of peace kinds of things?

A: Some, I remember two peace parades in downtown New Bedford.

Q: Was there a lot of anger from the regular citizens of New Bedford?
Do you remember that?

A: I don't recall that and I daubt it. I think we were rather
insignificant.

Q: How about from your family? Were they upset that you'd changed?
A: They were scmewhat, well what would you call it, opposed to
Allen's sermons. We went to church regularly. They were opposed to
his sermons but I would say that my mother and father were not
political. They didn't know what a race problem was. They didn't

know there was a black problem in this country. New Bedford was very
integrated with all kinds of pecple.

Q: I know. Iots of Portuguese.

A: Portuguese, Polish, you name it, Blacks. My sister used to swim
with blacks. 'mercAwasintegra

Q: Was you sister older than you were?

A: Yes, two years older. So my folks had no political philosophy,
for certain my mother didn't. My father was very pro-Roosevelt as was
I.

Q: But when that minister came, when Allen came, then you extended
your enthusiasm for--well Roosevelt was very much for preparedness
during that time, wasn't he?

A: Well this ig true.

Q: Anrd yet Allen had more influence on you?

A: Roosezveltwasahemtous,ycxmarﬂold I was seventeen and my
dad was in his forties and Roosevelt in a way was like Reagan. He had
charisma and he took over.

Q: What did your father do for a living?

A: He was the boss of the weave room in one of New Bedford's textile
plants,

Q: So how did you get to Brown then?
A: My mother decided we were going to go to college. My dad wanted

me to go into the postal service and get a regular steady job but I
ended up going to Brown. I was there four years.

Q: Now by your junior year you were thinking about going to Union?
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A: Right.
Q; Because Allen Keedy had gone there?
A: Right.

Q: Wwhen did your sister marry Allen?
At 1938.
Q: So he was a part of the family by then?

A: Yes, he was. At Brown I was very active in the Christian
Association which was small. I don't want to give you the wrong
impression but it was relatively small. But we had a pacifist—the
man in charge, Brook Anderson, he was a pacifist and mainly he
attracted pacifists. We had a peace movement at Brown, a small one,
and we brought Norman Thomas to the campus my junior year and I
introduced him. Norman Thomas was also attractive and he was known
and quite a few of the students came to hear him. But I would say the
fact that Brook Anderson in charge of the Christian Association was a
pacifist sustained me in my pacifism.

Q: Did you go to any conferences ocutside?

A: Oh, we had New England conferences, there was a New England
Christian Association. We had a spring meetings at Lake Sunapee.
Yes, we had gatherings and John Swomley at B. U., a fellow student,
was very active as a pacifist. Do you remember him? And Bill
Kitchen.

Q: Yes.

A: Okay, they were one of the leaders. We had a strong, small
pacifist movement.

Q: But pacifism really grew out of the fact that this was the way to
follow Jesus?

A: I think so, I was very much in church. I had what you would call
a conversion experience. Our young pecple's group was very important,
lots of the people in that young pecple's group later married.

Q: There was a lot of dating?

A: Yes, amd a lot of fellowship. I would say that Jesus and the
scripture and of course the preaching affected me more than the other
youry pecple.

Q: Now did that also include socialism for you?
A: No, I never became a socialist.
Q: But did you listen to the ideas at all, do you remember?
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A: I sure did.
Q: Now when Norman Thomas talked, you were impressed with that?

A: I was impressed with him. He was an orator and I didn't know any
other orator.

Q: But you never got involved in the socialist movement?

A: No, I did not.

Q: So that was not a part of pacifism?

A: No. I never bought the class distinction bit.

Q: But you were aware of the race problem at that time, do you
remember?

A: The race problem hit me while I was in high school also.
Q: How did that . . .

A: I don't think it was necessarily related to religion. I had this
very strong conviction that for pecple to own pecple were criminal.
It was just a natural kind of revulsion. My parents didn't have it.
I came to it pretty much by myself. So I had the two, I had the
pacifism and I had the race relations.

Q: Now did you do anything about that in college?

A: No, very little. There was only one black student at Brown
University at the time (1935-1939).

Q: What was important about college for you?

A: Well, the most important thirng about college for me I think it was
an all around good time. It was a marvelous place. It was a
privilege, an experience. We had only men on ocur campus and I had no
problem with that., I happen to believe that there should be a period
between mothers and wives where men live alone together.

Qi 'Itiisisbecauseofywraqaeriexm, you'd had such a good time
with it.

A: Well and I can go further on that subject. I think it's
psychologically important to get rid of the mother before you move on
to a wife. I was a star soccer player. Sports were important. Wwhen
I was eighteen we won the national championship in soccer.

Q: Let's go forward to the winter after the eight went to jail. In
the fall of 1940 you returned to Uniocn and in November you went to

that Quaker camp 1n Cooperstown, New York ard then with three of the
pecple that went there with you from Union you came back to New York

city.
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A: Three of them, Herb Brautigam, Sheldon Rahn, Tom Keehn. There
were four of us.

Q: You set up a peace conference at Wagner College?

A: For the New York Federation of Churches Young Pecple. It was
metropolitan wide. Basically it was an anti-war conference.

Q: And you were allowed to do that as part of your service time?
A: Yes, we were working for the New York Federation of Churches.
Q: Then you went to CPS.

A: No, then in April Keehn and I went to work for the Congregational
Churches under Henry David Gray.

Q: Congregational Christian Churches?

A: Arﬂweworkadm:tofBostonarﬂmsetupthreeworkcanpsforthe
Congregational churches.

Q: For their conscientiocus cbjectors?

At No. For the young pecple. We were following the experience we
had had at Cooperstown in a Friends work camp. We decided work camps
were a good idea and we set up three of them and one of them was in a
run down area of Cleveland, the south side of Cleveland at Schauffler
College. And Jim Flint was in charge of that camp. I worked in the
Boston office of the Congregational Association and Tom Keehn was out
recruiting. I'm running the office. He's out visiting colleges in my
brother's old car. He went to Oberlin and he recruited Priscilla
Thamson. I met her that summer at Schauffler at the work camp and we
married a year later. I owe a great debt to Tom. So then the
following September I went on to C.T.S [Chicago Theological Seminary].
President Palmer at C.T.S. who was also a pacifist, was very good to
us who had left Union.

Q: He graduated from U.T.S.?

A: Yes. Ard while there I was assistant to Harold Leonard Bowman at
First Presbyterian Church in Chicago.

Q: This is Harold Bowman.

A: Yes, And if he wasn't a pacifist, he was close to it. The church
had 2,000 members.

Q: So that gets us through C.T.S. Now, I want to know what churches
you served before you left the ministry?

A: My first church assigmment was for the Detroit Council of Churches
in a Federal Housing Project of ten thousand people on the west side
of Detroit. It was one of the first projects in the USA. Most of the
residents were war workers. I started there in the summer of 1943 and
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we used the school building for our church services and Sunday School.
A year later I recruited Joe Bevilacqua, who was graduating from
C.T.5., and he came onto the staff. He and I worked for the Detroit
Council of Churches until 1947. I'm on vacation in Massachusetts and
Joe phones me and says, "Hey, the Presbytary is cutting ocut support
for our dual ministry." They had supported us four or five years and
we had recruited sixty or seventy church members. They had very
little income to the Presbytary, and I have to give them credit. We
had became a Presbyterian church. They were supporting it. So
Priscilla and I talked about it. We were staying with my folks. It
was in 1947. My folks had a place out in the country. We decided
that we would leave Detroit and let Joe and Elaine stay on partly
because Joe was Italian and I could walk into a church scmewhere and
heci:tildmtinthosedays. He was an ethnic. So that was our
decision.

Q: That's when you got the church here in Pittsford?

A: T became the minister of the Pittsford Congregational Church with
about 100 active members.

Q: You were here how long?

A: We were here for two years until the sumer of 1949. At that
point I decided, Priscilla was very about this, I decided I was
in the wrong profession. I didn't 1 preparing a sermon every week.
It was very difficult for me. I didn't like recruiting Sunday school
teachers, that type of thing. So I left the ministry.

Q: What was your career from there?

A: We went back to Detroit and I became assistant to the minister at
the Woodward Avenue Congregational Church, strictly for income. And
I'm reading the want ads. Now I want to tell you I had three kids and
a wife and no income. I'm reading the want ads and cne of them is
Vlasic Pickles. I have an interview with Viasic. Mr. Vliasic had
started out delivering milk and cheese for Bordens. He starts putting
his Polish pickles on shelves out there in Detroit and we all know
that became a national concern. When his son went to Brown, Vlasic
gave Brown a million dollars.

Q: Yes, so he made scme money.

A: But I went out cne day on a Vlasic truck. I said, "Hey, these
guys get up early, load the truck and drive in traffic all day. Not
for me." I'm walking through the Pencbscott Building which is the
building for brokerage campanies. There is Goodbody, there's Paine
, there's Bache, all on the first floor. I had majored in
economics at Brown. I said, "Hey, my dad was always interested in
stocks and I had been interested in stock. I'm desperate." So I walk
into Goodbody's. I get an interview with Frank Voorhees, the manager.
He's about fifty. He says, "I'm sorry, you've got a good background
in economics but you know we don't hire young people in this business.
We try to attract them from other companies. We want accounts." I'm
walking out the door. He said, "Wwhat did you do before?" I said, "I
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was a minister." He said, "What church were you with?" I said, "The
Congregational Church." He said, "Come back here. I'm a trustee at
the Bushnell Corgregational Church in Detroit," and he hired me.

Q: Okay, the church tie?

A: That's the church tie and I was forever grateful. I got a job
with Goodbody and Campany. I was in training for a year and a half
ard then I went on commissions. I did that for eight years. Then my
brother and I had started a plastics company. We were the first ones
to make and sell plastic seed flats in the U.S. Now they are
everywhere. They used to be wooden seed flats.,

Q: Wwhat was the name of the campany?

A: Growers' Supply Company. We were trying to get the growers and
supply them with seed flats. I worked with Ralph for three years and
in 1960 I said, "Ralph, I'm going to start my own plastics company."
He said, "when you do, try plastic shutters." That's what I @id. I
was the first one in the U.S. to make plastic shutters and now you go
into a place like Sears, Grossman, whoever, it's all plastic shutters.
'Iheywereablghltwa.ththemnders So I started that company in
1960 and in the winter of 1965, snowirng, cold autside, there is a
knock on the door. Aymngmancamemarﬂhesaid. "I'mfrcm
Newcastle Products, Newcastle, Indiana. We make Modernfold doors,"
which was the folding door for all closets in those days. He said,
"We make Modernfold doors. Ihavebemasmg:mdtofnﬁaproductout
of doors and yours is the one we want." And I said, "I'm not
interested." BecauseIwasstartingtoma]wmmeyaIﬂlthadbem
tough. He said, "I'll be back." Eventually they bought me out. In
1965 attheageof forty-nine I essentially retired. But we had
bought a farm cut near Pontiac in Michigan. I bought a front-end
loader and backhoe and truck and I was fooling araund on the land.
Eventually I became a land developer. For ten years I was in that but
in the wintertime we went to Florida.

Q: Why don't we go back.
A: TIet's go to C.T.S.

Q: No, let's go back to Union because we really didn't get through
that Union experience. You went to Union because of a minister.

A: Yes. The influence of my minister. So I returned in September,
1940.

Q: You went down there and there was a lot of ferment around this
issue of pacifism. Do you remember any of those times?

A: What I remember about Union was what you might consider a critical
moment, a group of young men came into Union who were outstanding. I
hadbealaleaderathwnbutwhenIgottoUnlmarﬂtheguyslike
Dellinger were there; he stood cut like a sore thumb.

Q: How about Spragg?



Walter Jackson 8

A: No,mtszaggthatmich. Spragg never had charisma.
Q: Who else had charisma there that you can think of?

A: I think Dallas and Benedict. They were a pair, they did
evexythmgtogetherarﬂtheywererightbehmdDellmgerbutitwas
almost automatic that Dellinger would be the leader. I'm a tailerder
in that group. That's the kind of group it was. We started playing
softball in a league at Columbia. People like Keehn went to shortstop
and Benedict went to pitcher, a big pitcher. And I'm out in right
field, that's all that's left for me. These guys were all aggressive.

Q: Yes, they were aggressive.

A: And all bright, all able, and I became part of a gang. It was a
gang. That was my main experience.

Q: Did the ideoclogy that they were spouting was that the socialism
for example that Dellinger had?

A: They weren't spouting socialism. I don't remember that. They

were spouting pacifism, Everythmgwasthedraft The draft was
coming. And isolationism. No American forces in Eurcpe.

Q: VYes, everybody saw that coming.

A: When did it come, in 19407

Q: The draft came in June of 1940.

A: Okay, so here we are in the fall of 1939, early 1940 and all we
aredoinglstancmgaboutthewaraxﬂwhatarewegoingtodo. We
had meeting after meeting after meeting about what we were going to
do, this core of twenty guys became a clique at Union and I think to
some extent we were resented. There were others who drifted in and
out.,

Q: Oh you must have been resented.

A: We were resented, we thought we were the cream of the crop.

Q: Did you ever go over to that apartment that the four of them took
over in Harlem was it, in January of the year? Do you remember that?

A: I remember them going but no, I did not. Never associated with
it. Wwho was it, Benedict and Dallas and who else?

Q: And Dellinger and . . .

A:  Spragg?

Q: No, it was one other that didn't sign the final document.

A: I did not get involved in that. I continued living at Union.



Walter Jackson 2

Q: But you do remember meetings in which they talked about the draft
endlessly?

A: Yes and you know developing the whole philosophy, making the
statements. I'll tell you when it came to making draft statements
George Houser was a natural. Later on when he and I and some others
started the first OORE group in Chicago.

Q: Yes I know, Houser was the guy who was very articulate in writing
this document.

A: Exactly, very articulate in writing stuff. I will have to
believe, I don't remember that much, but I have to believe that Houser
had a lot to do with—well maybe Dellinger would say something and
then Houser would say, "Yes, we've got to say this in more or less

legal language."

Q: Yes, he was a writer. But previous to that time Union Seminary

had gotten out and adjourned for the academic year and you had taken a
tripwith . . .

A: In May of 1940 Don Benedict and I decided to tour the south for a
month. That would be--gee I have to throw in this, another thing. My
sophomore year at Brown I went on a Peace Caravan for the Quakers to

Iowa. I spent the sumer of 1937 in Iowa with three other quys

preaching and teaching pacifism in Eldora, Iowa.

Q: Were you accepted by the Iowans?

A: Yes, we were. We lived in a church basement. Slept and ate in a
church basement and we put on like a drama in front of the courthouse
steps. We taught nothing but pacifism that July and August. That's
all we did but there were quite a few Quakers in Eldora that's why it
was chosen so we had support from Quakers to some extent.

Q: You didn't travel around but you were in Eldora doing that?

A: Mainly in Eldora. So that was part of my pacifism.

Q: Now when you say pacifism you mean pacifism related to
international events, in other words people should not go to war?

A: Anti-war, stay out of Eurcpe. It was the isolationist position.

Q: So that was acceptable in the Midwest even without pacifism it was
acceptable.

A: It was politically part of the philoscphy of the Midwest.

Q: Did it also include a sense of that by the demonstration of not
being willing to fight you might change society?

A: That was kind of a far out hope, you know, a vague hope.
Q: That maybe war would stop being by making a witness to this?























































