
Preface 

This -ipt is the pnxilmt of tape-rwxlm interview6 cadxkd 
by C. Arthur Bradley for the O r a l  His- Office on July 9, 1988. 
~arga re t :Reeder -hd the tapesand~in t l a~e t t ed i tdw 
transcript. Walter Jackson reviewed the tmnsmipt. 

Walter Jackson was one of the Uhion Seminary conscientious 
objecbrs who signed the original statemmt but not me of the eight 
bdm refused t0 regis- and went to jail in 1940. He was born in New 
Bedford, Massachusetts, in 1916. Nr. Jackson Went to Etmwn University 
where he graduated in 1939. He was active in the smll but active 
Christian Association at Brcrwn. M r .  J a w  at- Union 
Theological Se;minary for one year, 1939 to 1940. After he registered 
for the draft he attaxied a Public Sewice C a p  in the -cks for 
one whiter. Thm, with three other fellaw Union students, Wdl* ran 
a peace -tion ccmf8m-m for the New York Federation of Churches, 
a n d t h e n ~ t h r e e ~ w m k c a r a p s f o r t h e ~ t i o n a l -  
Christian cbmhes. m. Jackson chicago Theological s m b r y  
and graduated aftex two years. His first full-tim dmmh experimce 
as a C o n g r q a t i m a l ~  minister vms to organize a new church in 
a middle incam hausing project on the far west side of Detroit. He 
rserved that &ur& as -pastor almg w i t h  one of the eight, J w  
BBvilaoqua, fmn 1943 to 1947. Mr. Ja- reaeived a d l  to  the 
Pitbford, v-, m q q r e g a t i m  awrd.l where he served for b m  
years before mnrirag to Detroit as a youth work assistant a t  the 
Wodward~~ConrgregationalChumhpmliminarytofindingaj&in 
secular life. He then mrkd for eight years for Goodbody Inc. as a 
s b d b m h r .  After that he and his brather formsd a c m p q  to 
proltuce the fixst plastic seed flats in the United States.  After 
three years Mr.  J a m  went out on his crwn to organize a plastics 
ccrmparrymakirrghousednrthrs. Heaoldthisccanpanyafterfiveyear& 
and essentially mtjred although for tm years fram 1965-1975 he was 
irrvolved in developirys land in the Fbntiac, Michigan area mle 
wintering in Florida. Mr. J a m  n m  lives slannrers in Pittsford, 
Vermmrt, and w i n t e r s  in Coral Gables, Florida and is active in 
ehumhesinm-. 

C* ~ ~ e r y h a s b e e n a s A s s o c i a t e ~ ~ m s t e r f o r t h e  
Illinois Qnfermce of the United of mist, deplayed in 
central -iatim in -ria, ~ l l ino is ,  fmm 1980 to  the present. 
fk. Bradlq grew up in Sh2lker Heights arrdl Oberlin, Ohio. sirme 1952 
he has been an ordahd cleqpm, f h t  in the aqregational- 
C h r i s t i w n ~ a n d t h e n a f t e r t h e m r g e r i n t h e U n i t e d C h u r c h o f  
Qlrist. H e h a s ~ d u t r c h e s i n N e w ~ a n d ~ i c u t .  He 
holds a Baclhelors degree frcan Narvard College, a Masters of Divinity 

fkm Ubim TheologicaL S d n a r y ,  a Masters of Sacred Theology 
frcaD Yale Divinity Schol, and a Docrtor of Irhilosaphy in American 
Studies frcxa New York University. Dr. Bradley is m i e d  to  Jean and 
they have E m  adult childran. 



The mmsmipt may be read, qwted arrd cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any m, electmnic or IMBchanical, 
withuut  permission in miting fram the O r a l  History Office, Sangamon 
State Uhiversiw, Sprhqfield, Illhis 62794-9243. 
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Walter Jackson, JUly 9, 1988, Pittsford, Vermont. 

Q: FJhydanltmminbyjust-abitabouthcrwyaucametogo 
to Unim and huw you mms to have feel* about pacifism? 

Q: Y e s ,  a very impmssicmble age, isn't i t ?  

A: He was very dedicated. mfessor Harry Ward meant a lot to him 
too. Was it EEPwy W a r d  at W m ?  

Q: That's right, 

A: Ward and Nie3Juhr  meant a lo t  to  Allen. I lacrw a lot: about him 
because he Mdsd up marryhgmy sim. So I foll&Allenls career. 
Whi lehewasatUhimhe~toIEar lan~tybecaus~theminerswere  
striking. He was jailed for pidazthq a d  Henry Sloane C o f f h  at sane 
point had to bail him out. 

that 

A: n~ l 3 ~ 1  late 1920s, do you ramrhr that? 



Walter Ja- 2 

Q: I aee. Well mrw wait a minute, between .the time yau wem sixteen 
you had h e n  active in a lot of peace kjnrls of things? 

Q: Was there a lot of arvger frran the regular citizens of New Bedford? 
D o y o u ~ t h a t ?  

A: I don't recall that and I doubt it. I think we wr;re ram 
insignifi&. 

A: Theywere sacwhat, wellwhatwoUdyaucaL1 i t ,  -to 
Allen's salmns. W e  went to dnmzh regularly. They ware  opposed to 
h i s ~ I r u t I ~ d l s a y t h 2 l t m y m o t h e r a r r d f a t h e r ~ &  
political. They didn't lacrwwhat a race p r c b l ~ w a s ,  They didn't 
lrncrw there was a black poblem in this w. New Bedfonl was very 
htqrated with a l l  kinds of people. 

A: Porkrguese, polish, you  me it, ma&. sister used to swim 
with blacks. Ths YWCA ms integrated. 

A: Yes, two years older. So my folks had no political philosophy, 
for certain my mother didn't. My father was very pro-=elt as was 
I. 

A: Well this ie3 true. 

Q: And yet Allen had more influems an ycu? 

Q: What did your father do for a living? 

A: He was the boss of the weave rpam in me of New Bedford's textile 
p1an-b. 

A: I@ lllother decided we were going to go to college. My dad wanted 
mstogo intotheposlzd service andget aregularsteady jobbut I 
e n d e d u p g o ~ t o B r c r w n .  Iwastherefauryears .  

Q: Now by yc~ l r  junior year you m thin)rfng about going to Union? 



Walter J a m  

A: Right. 

A: Right. 

Q: - When did your sister marry Allen? 

A: Yes, he was. A t  Bmm I was very active in the Uristian 
AEIIKX:iatimwhichwas small. I don't want to give you t h e m  
-ion but it was relatively Emnall. Wzt w e  had a pacifist--the 
man in charge, Bronk &derson, he was a pacifist: akl mainly he 
attracted pacifists. We had a peace mvenmt a t  Rmm, a &l me, 
a r d w e ~ t N ~ ~ t o t h e ~ n y j u n i o r y e a r a n d 1  
introduced him. Norman Thanas wsls also attractive and he was known 
amiquiteafewof thestudentscaretohearhim. ButIwouldsaythe 
fact that Brook Andersan in charge of the Christian Association was a 
pacifist sus.tained r~ in my pacifism. 

A: Qh, we had New Englard emf-, there w a s  a New England 
Christian Association. We had a spritq met- at Iake Sunape. 
Yes, we had gather* and Jahn smrdey a t  B, U., a fellaw student, 
wars very active as a pacifist. Do you mrenkc him? And B i l l  
Kitchen. 

Q: Yes. 

A: Okay, thq mre one of the leaders. W e  had a s m ,  mnal l  
pacifist mrv-. 

Q: Rrt pacifism really grew out of the fact that this was the way to 
follclw Jesus? 

A: Ithinkso, Iwasverymchinchurch. Ihadwhatyauvmulddl  
a ~ i e v n ~ i e m e .  Ourycxmgpeapletsgrrrup~very~rtant,  
1- of the people in that y m q  -lets group later namied. 

Q: W nas a lot  of dathg? 

A: Yes, and a lck of fellamhip. I wuuld say tbat Jesus and the 
scripture and of ccslrse the preaclhing affected nse more than the other 
yc#zng -1e. 

Q: Ncrw did that also include socialism for you? 

A: No, I nwer bcme a sacialist. 

Q: Rrt did you listen to the ideas a t  all,  do you rermker? 
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A: I sure did. 

Q: Naw t\ihen Norman Thcanas talked, yau vaze hnpnwd with that? 

A: I was bpessed w i t h  him. He m s  an orator and I didn't lrncrw any 
OWlEr orator. 

Q: But you nwer got irnrolved in the socialist nmmmt? 

A: No, I didnot. 

Q: So that was not a pwrt of pacifism? 

A: No. I never bceaght the class dfstinction bit. 

A: The ram problem hit W e  I was in high -1 also. 

Q: Hm did that . . . 
A: I don't think it was necessarily related to religim. I had this 
very cawiction that for people to m people were mimindl. 
It w a s  just a natural kind of rwulsion, My parants didn't have it. 
I cams to it pretty- bynryself. So I had the two, I had the 
pacifism and I had the race relatians. 

Q: NQW did you do a h r t  that in college? 

A: No, vary little. There was only one black studmt at Brcrwn 
University at the t h  (1935-1939). 

Q: What was fmportmt a b u t  college for yw? 

A: Well, the n ~ &  i r rrporbnk thing abcrut college for me I think it was 
an a l l  a m m d g o o d t i n ~ .  It was arrrarvelaus place. It was a 
privil-, an experience. We had m l y  m m our EUQUS arrd I had no 
prablfan w i t h  a t .  I h a p  to belime that there shauZd be a period 
~mothersarrdwiveswhererasnl ivealonetogether .  

Q: 'Ibis is because of your exprime, you'd had such a good tjme 
w i t h  it. 

A: W e l l a n d I c a n g o ~ m t h a t s u b j e c t .  Ithinkit's 
pydm1ogicaLly important to get  rid of the before you mnre on 
to a wife. I was a rstar soccer player. Sports were important. When 
I was eighteen we won the national dxmpionship in soccer. 
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A: Three of than, Brautigam, Sheldon Rahn, ToPn EGaehn. There 
were four of us. 

Q: You set up a peace at Wagner College? 

A: For the New York Fedemtian of Young People. It was 
-litan wide. &sically it was an mti-war cmfermce. 

Q: And yc#2 were allawed to do that as part of your serviae time? 

A: Yes, we - workirrg for the New York F-ticm of chumhes. 

A: No, thm in April Keehn and I vmrt to work for the CBqregaticmal 
under Heslry mvid Gray. 

A: And we wksd acrt of Bo&on and we set up mrk cmps for the 
caqmgatianal aYunhs. 

A: No. For the yavlg R l e .  We were follcrwiq the -ience we 
had had at in a F r i a  work canrp. WB decided work camps 
-agoodideaand-se tup-o fmand-of  t hemwasha  
run dawn area of Cleveland, the south side of ClweLand at Schauffler 
College. And Jim F l i n t  was in charge of that anp.  I worm in the 
-ton office of the C0slriJregationa.l Associatian and Tan K;eehn was out 
recruiting. 1% mmhq the office. He's out visiting colleges in my 
brother's old car. H e  went to Oberlin and he recruited Priscilla 
Thamsrm. I m e t ~ t h a t s u r m n e r a t s c h a u f f l e r a t t h e ~ r k c a m p a n d w e  
maried a year later. I me a great d&t to Tm. So tha the 
follawing Sqbmbar I went on to C.T.S [Chi- Theological s d m r y ] .  
President RUrer at C.T.S. who was also a pacifist, was very god to 
us WklO had left Union. 

A: Yes. And if he wasn't a pacifist, he was close to it. The ch& 
had 2,000 -. 

A: My fixst && assigrmmt was for thS Detroit ~ l x x n c i l  of Churches 
in a Fedeml Hausing Project of t m  people m the west side 
of Ihtmit. It m one of the f h t  projects in the USA. Most of the 
residents mwarvmrkers. I started there in the smmc of 1943 arad 



w e ~ t h e s d b o o l b u i l d i n g E o r ~ ~ ~ i o e s a n d s u n d a y s c h o o l .  
A year later I d t e d  Jos Wilacqua, who was graduatm frclm 
C.T.S., and he came m t o  the staff. He and I worked for the Detroit 
CauMcil of until 1947. I ' m  on mcation in Massadxwetts and 
Joe @mnes me and says, I W y ,  the Presbytary is cutt- out support 
for our dual ministry.tf They had supprted us four or five years and 
w e h a d r e c r u i t e d s i x t y o r ~ ~ ~ .  Theyhadvery 
little incare to the -, and I have to give them credit. V& 
had became a -ian church. They - sqmrtin~ it. So 
PrPscilla ard I tdlksd abmt it. We were stayingwl.thmy folks. It 
was in 1947. follas had a place aut in the country. W e  decided 
that we would leave Mxoit and let Joe and Elaine stay on partly 
b e c a ~ ~ ~ J o e w a s I ~ i a n a n d I & d w a l k i n t o a & u r r h ~ ~  
hecouldnotinthosedays. Hewasanethnic. so tha twascrur  
decision. 

A: I became the min iskc  of the Pi t t s ford  cmgngational Church w i t h  
about 100 active mermbers. 

Q: You bEre here h m  lwag? 

A: We - here for bm years until the slmnner of 1949. A t  that 
pint I decided, Priscilla was very !r abcRzt this, I decided I was 
m t h e ~ p r o f e s s i m .  Ididn't 1 preparhqasermwlweryweek. 
It was very difficult for m. I didn't lika remuit* &ool 
kdherrs, that type of thing. So I let the ministry. 

A: W e w m t b a c k t o ~ i t a n d I ~ a s a i s t a n t t o t b e ~ a t  
the Wmdwad A- -tianal Church, strictly for incams. And 
I ' m  reading the want ads. N w  I wmt to tell p I had three kids and 
a w i f e d m  incam. I1mreaduqtbemk ads andoneofthen is 
Vlasic Pickles. I have an interview w i t h  Vlasic. Mr. Vlasic had 
started azt deliver- milk and cheese for Ebrdens. He s m  putt- 
his Polish pickles m shelves out there in Btmit and we a l l  - 
that became a national camem. When his son went to Brclwn, Vlasic 
gave Brum a million dollars. 
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Q: Okay, the dnmA tie? 

A: Ihat ls  the church tie and I w a s  forwar grateful. I got a job 
with-and-. Iwasint rahingforayearandahal f  
and then I went an wnnnissirms. I did that for eight years. Then my 
brother d I had starkd a plastics ccarrpany. We w e r e  the first ones 
to  roake and sell plastic seed f l a t s  in the U.S. Nclw they are v. Theyusedtobewadenseedflats. 

A: ~ ' m p p l y ~ .  Weweretxyingtogetthsgrrrwsrsand 
~ l y  them with seed flats. I worked w i t h  Ralph for three years and 
in 1960 I said, Walph, I 1 m  gohq to start my am plastics v.; 
He said, W h a  ym do, try plastic stwtters.ll Ihatls what I ad. 
w a s t h e f ~ ~ i n t h e U . S .  t o m a k e p l a s t i c ~ a n d n c l w y c r u g o  
into a place l h  Sears, Gmemm, vbever, it Is all p l d c  shutters. 
Theywereabighitwiththehdlders. SoIstartedthatacanpanyin 
1960 and in the winter of 1965, snow-, cold outside, there is a 
k n d c  on the door. A p x q  nrran care in and he said. l l I m m  Emin 
N m e  F Y d m b ,  N-tle, InillaM. W e  make -old doors, It 

wfiich was the foldhq door for all closets in those days. H e  said, 
Welaake Modamfold doors. I have assignsdto fird a p m  out 
of doors and ycrurs is .the me we want.f1 And I said, l t I t m  not 
irrtereEited." muse Iwas ~ t o m a k e ~ a n d  it hadbeen 
tough* He d, "I'll be back*" Everrkzally they b q h t  me cut. In  
1965 at the age of f e - n i n e  I essmth l ly  retired. But we had 
hqht a fam cut near Fmtiac in Mid.ligan. I Wt a fmnt-erd 
1 o a d e r ~ b a ~ a n d ~ a n d I ~ f o o l i n g ~ a n t h e l a n d .  
~ 1 y I b e c a r n s a l a n d d e v e l ~ .  F o r t e s l y e m I w a s i n W t b u t  
i n  the whk&imem went to ~lorida. 

Q: Why dm% we go bade. 

to C.T.S. 

Q: No, let's go back to Union muse we really didn't get through 
that Union v i e n c e .  You mnt to Unim because of a mhister. 

Q: Yax went dckJn there and ms a lot  of fermnt arwznd this 
issue of p a c i f k .  Do ym arry of those titrrers? 
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A: I think Dallas and Benedict. They were a pair, they did 
~srytlzjngtogetherandthey~rirg.ltbahindmlingermitwas 
dLm#t autaraatic that Del l -  wwld be the leader. I'm a hilender 
in that group. That's the 3und of g m q  it was. We s- playing 
softball in  a league at Colmbia. People like l@dm went to shortstop 
ard Benedict to pi-, a big pi-. And I'm out in right 
field, that's a l l  that's left  for me. Plese m al l  aggressive. 

A: And all bright, all able, a n l  I became part of a  gang, It was a 
garrg. That was my main exprience. 

Q: Did the ideology that they were spauthg was that the s o c h l i s m  
for emqle that Dellirqer had? 

Q: Yes, a m y h l y  saw that ccaning. 

A: When did it ccm, in 19401 

Q: The draft came inJune of 1940. 

Q: mycumst havebeen resented. 

Q:  id you wer go over to that apmbmt that the four of than took 
werinHarlemwasit, inJaraxaryoftheyear? D o y c r u r a m b r t h a t ?  

A: I mmikr them going k t  no, I did not. N w e r  associated with 
it. Who w2ls i t ,  Wet arrd Dallas and who else? 

Q: No, it was ane other that didn't sign the final doummt. 

A: I did not get hived in that. I mntirnxed living at Unim.  
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Q: Y- I m, Hcruser was the guy who was very articulate in writing 
this dmummt. 

A: mctly, very a r t i d a t e  in mi- shff. I w i l l  have to 
beli-, I don't m m i k c  i3mt mu&, ]Jut I have to believe that Wc;user 
had a lot to do with-well maw mil* wuuld say ' and 
tbw would say, Ifyes, we've gut to say this h e l e s s  
legal language. 

Q: Yes, he was a writer. Wzt pmviaus to that th union semimary 
had gotten cut axxi adjmmed for the a d c  year  you had t a b n  a 
t r ip  w i t h  . . . 
A: In May of 1940 Ibn Benedj.ct mi I decided to taur .the mth for a 
mnth. That muld be-gee I have to thmd in this, another w. My 
~ y e a r a t B r r r w n I m n t c r m a P a a ~ ~ C a r a ~ n f o r t h e ~ t o  
I-. I spent the sumrrrer of 1937 in Icrwa wim Ume ather guys 
preachirrg and teaching pacifh in Elm, Iowa. 

A: Yes, we were. We lived in a church basm-mt. Slept ate in a 
~basamrtandweprtmlikeadramainfrmtofthecmr&mse 
steps. We taught noUlirrg but pacifism that July d August. That Is 
al l  we did but thare were qyite a few Quakers in Eldora that's why it 
was~sowehadsuppor t f rwmauakers to smeex ten t .  

A: Mainly in Eldora. So that was park of nry pacifism. 

Q: Nclw when you say pacifh you mean pacifism related to 
intematianal w, in other words -18 should not go to war? 

A: Arrti-war, stay aut of Ehmpe. It was the k l a t i m k t  position. 

Q: So mt was a w l 8  in the Mi- wen withclut  pacifism it was 
accqbble. 

A: It was politically part of the philoscphy of W Midwest. 

Q: Did it also include a sense of that by the demmtratim of not 
be- will- to fight yau m i # k  charrge society? 

A: That was kind of a Ear aut hcrpe, y m  knuw, a vague hop. 




































