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Preface 

This muscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted 
by C. Arthur -&adley for the O r a l  History Office on August 9, 1988. 
Margaret Reeder transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the 
traikcript. Hcnner Jack reviewed the transcript. 

Hcnrser A. Jack, an ordained unitarian minister, was born in R&ester,  
New York, May 19, 1916. He originally graduated fm Cornell with a 
B.S. in biology in 1936, and continued in that field gaining a Masters 
in 1937 and a Ph.D. in 1940. During this whole period H m e r  had 
always been interested in the peace mwement and in socialism, This 
interest drew him into more and mre active involvement in the 
Unitarian church until he decided to enter divinity school. He 
graduated frrrm Meadville in 1945. Since ~eadville was part of the 
Federated Chicago Faculties he knew many of the Union objectors when 
they went to Chicago Theological Seminary after their time in jail. 

After graduation H m  worked for the micago Council ~ g a k t  Racial 
and Religious Discrimination fmm 1944 through 1948. Then he sewed 
as minister of the Unitarian murch of Evanston, Illinois f m  
1948-1959. For one year he worked with George H o u s e r  on the American 
Camittee on Africa, then spending four years as director of SANE. 
His ministry then twk him to the position of director of the Division 
of Social Responsibility of the Unitarian/Universialist Association 
located h Boston. Ekam 1970 to 1983 Homer was secretary~eneral of 
the World Conference on Religion and Race. Finally he sewed three 
years as minister of Lake Shore Unitaxian Church in Winnetka, 
Illinois. Homer is married and has two adult children. 

C. Arthur Bradley has been an Associate Conference Minister for the 
Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ, deployed in the 
Central Association in Peoria, Illinois, fmm 1980 to the present. 
Dr. Bradley grew up in Shaker Heights and Oberlin, Ohio. since 1952 
he has been an ordained clergyman, first in the Cangregational- 
Wistian QIurches and then after the merger in the United Church of 
mist. He has senred churches in New Hampshire and Connecticut. He 
holds a Bachelors degree frcnn Harvard College, a Masters of Divinity 
Dqree f m  Union Theological Seminary, a Masters of Sacred Theology 
frm Yale Divinity Schwl,  and a Doctor of Philosophy in Amwican 
studies frmn New York University. Dr. Bradley is married to Jean and 
they have four adult children. 

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the intemiewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preseme the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State Universiw is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any mans, electronic or medmnical, 
without permission in writing fmm the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 



Hcnner A. Jack, August 9, 1988, Stsarthmore, ~ennsylvania. 

C. Arthur Ekadley, Interviewer. 

A: Nagasaki day. 

Q: Is this Nagasaki day? 

A: The forty-third anniversary. 

Q: D i d  you ever participate i n  any of those Japanese peace 
conferences? 

A: Oh a number of them. 

Q: What were they like? Were they heavily dominated by second world 
people, ccnmrmnist people? 

A: Oh yes. The peace mwement in Japan is very sad because it is so 
divided that it has no b p c t  on government policy. 

Q: Bscause of that camnunism? 

A: Yes, and as a result, in the United Nations, Japan has a position 
almost identical with that of the United States. Here in the great 
country of Japan despite a lot of popula~ opinion is so divided with 
several pace movements that it makes no irrrpact on gwenrmentaJ. 
p o l i y .  My first trip to Japan was in 1957 going to one of these 
naeetmgs in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. I saw that. I protested. I 
wrote a pxqhlet, whi& is still used in certain places, at the time 
and ever since I have seen that split. 1% gone back to Hiroshima 
and Nagasaki. a mrmber of tinaes. My wife and I were in Japan only l a s t  
May* 

Q: Well, is the non-cmmrmnist part of that peace wement in 
Japan--you say they are spli t  from the other but do they have some 
cohesion amongst themselves or they--not really. 

A: Well, there are two or three different so called p c e  mwements 
in Japan. It's hard for them to came together. There are a lot of 
vested interests preventing coalescence, but maybe with the world 
under Nglasnostu it w i l l  be different. 

Q: Thwe is starting to be some resolution of regional conflicts. 

A: Oh yes. 

Q: Maybe that can apply t o  a nuclear situation. 



Hclmer A. Jack 

A: Well we hope so. 

Q: Letts jump back and m e  forward to that pint in time. If you 
could say sane of the influences, h m  did you get involved in the 
church and in pacificism? Socialism, was that a part of it? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Who were sane of the influences? 

A: I wmt to Cornell University studying botany and biology and 
sanehaw I got holved in peace, civil rights and the anti-war issues 
at that t h .  

Q: What year was that? 

A: I graduated from Cornell in 1936 with a Bachelorls w e e  in 
biology/botany. So I was there. I think I may have skipped a year. 
I guess I was there three years but I got the degree. But in one of 
those years I went to Earlham actually. I spent in effect my junior 
year not in Europe but in Earlham [Indiana] so already I was 
interested in sane sxial issues. 

Q: Was there any S.C.M. involvement? 

A: No. 

Q: None of that. 

A: I was a Unitarian but I was mostly active in the secular side. 
Norman Thclmas used t o  came to our canrpus. Samehaw there was 
ccrmpulsory military training, R.O.T.C., and I didnltlike that. I 
guess that's really the reason I went to Earlham. If I could go one 
year out of Cornell I didn't have to qualify for two years of military 
training. It was ccmpulsory. But then I participated in an effort 
against R.O.T.C., ccrxnpulsory R.O.T.C., and it was called the Optional 
Military Corps or sawthing like that, which was quite a movement at 
Cornell and certain other colleges around 1935 and 1936. So that was 
one of several things I was quite involved in and another was writing 
for a political magazine at Comell. Also there was a campus 
minister, Al Thamkins, who figured later with some of these fellows in 
Chicago. He was the campus minister of the Cornell United Religious 
Work which was the campus chaplaincy. He was a Presbyterian and he 
l a t e r  became minister of a Presbyterian church, Mt. Olivet Institute 
Fms'byterian QIurch. It was a church as well as a social settlement 
on the near north side of Chicago and Alva 'I"nmkim was the minister 
of that for many y-s. He came there in about 1940 and I arrived in 
Chicago in about 1941, we'll get to that. He became active in the 
F.O.R. [Fellowship of Reconciliation] as a local minister. There were 
many picnics and meetings of the F.O.R. in Chicago at his parsonage 
and at his church. 

Q: You hew him f m  Cornell days? 
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A: Y e s ,  that1 s not how I knew Houser and ccrlrrpany, but they were 
involved in the F.O.R. But anyway I was active in Come11 but then I 
got my Mastert s Degree there in 1938 and went abroad. I taught 
English in Ehglish a t  Athens College in Greece in  1938-1939, just 
before the war. 

Q: Wasn't that a Congregational senrice college? 

A: W e l l ,  it was part of the N e a r  East College Association. In fact I 
think Al Thankins was born in B e h t  in a family of one of these--but 
anyway I was getting ready for my Ph.D a t  Cornell. I stayed on for 
three degrees. I was working on a thesis ll~iological Field Stations1' 
in the relationship of biology t o  these groups of stations around the 
world and I got a Ph.D in Come11 in 1940. I was only in Europe a 
year but I did a lo t  of f ield work in that  year in Europe. I came 
back t o  Cornell. I couldn't easily get a job after getting my m.D. 
My father-in-law a t  the time was a Unitarian minist- in Rochester, 
New York, David Rbys ~i l l i ams ,  and he persuaded me to  go into the 
ministry. 

Q: After all that training in biology? 

A: Yes, but already in my Ph.D period I really w a s  mch more 
interested in ideas, in social issues than in biology and had a 
strange anribination: a major i n  biology but a minor in sociology, 
which was  quite a range. I guess there was an interim of maybe six 
months or so between when I got a Ph.D and went to Meadville, the 
Unitarian Theological School a t  the University of Chicago right next 
t o  the CTS [Chicago Theological S e m i n a r y ] .  

Q: And that was in the f a l l  of 1940? 

A: Well, I think around then, 1940 or 1941. We can locate that  in a 
minute. In that  interim I went back t o  Rdnester and did sane 
organizing for the Keep Out of W a r  C d t t e e ,  one of those camnittees 
that  Nonnan  T h m  was head of. N o t  w h  but Nonnan  Thanas, I 
think there was a difference. 

Q: Y e s ,  therewas. 

A: So then I went t o  Meadville and I was there for Pearl Harbor. 

Q: That was 1941. 

A: And that year I did field work in the Al Thrrmkinst Presbyterian 
church wen though I was a Unitarian. I remabr that because I was 
there a t  his church on Pearl Harbor Sunday" In fact I was caning back 
fmm his church I guess by the Elevated i n  micago *en the news came 
of the Pearl Harbor attack. 

Q: Can you put yourself back in time enough t o  say why you organized 
your own pacifist tendencies around socialism, 

A: Well, my parents w e r e  socialists. 
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Q: And so the war was seen as @ of the M a r x i s t  analysis was that 
it caused by capitalism. 

A: I'm not sure of Marxist analysis. 

Q: But whatever, the analysis was that it was . . . 
A: But it was in the family here. I did not make any great 
separation by being a pacifist. I mean I did not stick lrry neck out 
particularly. But I w a s  interested in the co-op moverent a t  Cornell 
and I lived a t  the Cosmopolitan Club whim was  a foreign student group 
which took i n  a few P;mericans but mostly foreign students. Really 
that's how I made connections I guess to go and teach there in Greece. 
But anyway with that  kind of backgrauncl, I came to Chicago, whenever 
it was. I guess it must have been the f a l l  of 1941. 

Q: That was when the five of t h e m  came . . . 
A: Y e s ,  because that s how w e  could locate the year because we 
arrived in Chicago at  the same t h .  They were a t  C.T. S. largely and 
I was a t  Meadville but w e  had a federatd theo1ogim.l faculty so I 
could take courses anywhere and I did. I met these fellows. I can't 
remember whether it was course work or the beginnings of, you haw, 
activit ies around the University of Qlicago there. But it was soon 
apparent that  they had an apartrraent on Cottage G m e  Avenue w h i c h  I 
visited a t  times. 

Q: What were your feelings about them? They were highly articulate 
really. 

A: Well I was just glad t o  came up w i t h  a group-but care t o  think of 
it, I think I probably m e t  them through groups not through classes, 
although I can't remenhr. But there were two--I guess it may have 
been through the F.O.R. I may have been a member of F.O.R. before but 
I can't quite remember. I can't rmmbr the F.O.R. except I think we 
did have picnics in the summers in Thmpkins backyard. Then I think 
Houser had sane job as a coordinator in the F.O.R. ce l l  there. 

Q: He did and then B i l l  farell w e n t  off to  Detroit to do that, the 
F.O.R. 

A: l3ut anyway I don't remember F.0.R as well as I ramher C.O.R.E. 
and India. 

Q: Oh that's right, C.O.R.E., organizing amund India. 

A: Naw, on Quit  India Day, again that's a benchmark. I think that  
was in August of 1942. I remmbr picketing the British consulate on 
Miaigan Avenue on that famous Quit India Day as was done around the 
world at the instigation of Gandhi, and having my picture in the 
Chimigo Tribune, and the president of my theological school calling m e  
in, ''We didnl t have you cane here to do that. 

Q: Is t h a t  right? He did not-the unitarians usually had freedan t o  
do social action. Well, must have k e n  the old style. 
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A: Well anyway, so that's a benchmark but that must have been mother 
Ye=* 

You had cclme around through that first 

A: Anyway, did George and the others, did they recall that Quit India 
thing? 

Q: Oh yes. 

A: I rememkr we had sane Indian dinners to raise money. There was a 
teacher, a Mr. Sinna, I guess who lived at C.S.T., but taught dmtown 
scxnew21-e at the YMCA college, who helped us. I think there w a s  the 
Shrid Harandi, the famous author who occasionally came and made saw 
lectures around the university. Then A. J. Muste and c a p m y  would 
anne fran New York, so we were drenched with ~ndia. I had bmn sane 
Indians at the Cosmopolitan Club in Cornell although I knew nothing 
much about I d a  or Indian independace. &t through Muste and that 
group and the participation in the India effort, that was one of my 
learning experiences at Chicago which has stuck to me ever since. 
It's been one of my great interests--India--right f m  that m c ~ n e n t .  
So I look at this period in my o m  life at Chicago, not Cornell, as a 
seed bed of much of my adult intellectual activity as same of these 
other guys do I think. 

Q: Absolutely. 

A: So one strand, one dimension was India. 

Q: And that certainly was true for George Houser. 

A: N m  the second dimension, not unrelated, was C.O.R.E. .  I may have 
told you over the phone but I have not looked at this book by Meyer 
and scunebody about C.O.R.E. I've heard various things about it. It's 
in the Swarthmore Library and certainly you ought to look at it for 
information on these guys. I have heard various reports of it and I 
want t o  read it. I'm going t o  be doing scrme autobiographical writing 
of my own. I've got other priorities but 1'11 do that when I read 
that book when I get there. But for other reasons about a year ago I 
read Farmerls book on C.O.R.E. You know h u t  that? 

Q: I have read that book, yes. 

A: And in fact we brought him here about a year ago, Fanner. 

Q: Did you really? 

A: Y e s ,  when &yard &tin died, who was born in West Q~ester, near 
here. 

Q: I didnlt realize that, 

A: He was born in West c33estert Pennsylvania. So when he died just a 
year ago--I1m a member of the board of an interracial house in Media, 
a bigger cmmtunity than Swarthmore. I pushed them to have a 
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-ration of Bayard and we brought Famaer fm Virginia t o  be a 
speaker there. 

Q: H m  did he do? 

A: W e l l ,  he was great. I also had him speak in Winnetka. You see, I 
had a church there for three years unt i l  recently. I was  minister of 
the Lake Shore Unitarian CZ1urch of Winnetka for three years unt i l  we 
mwed here (1987), and the last year I brought Farmer to spedk. 

Q: So you had contact with him. 

A: Not only in my church but in the m t y .  O f  course I w a s  qui te  
h o l v e d  w i t h  that Winnetka ~ c r l n r r m n i t y  ~~. You know those people 
there. 

Q: I was wondering what you remember about your C.0 .R.E experiences, 
about the demomWations and that. 

A: Well l e t  m e  get into that. L e t  me  go back and figure out sane of 
those experiences. (tap stopped) Go way back into those memories. 
But w h a t  I want t o  say structurally was  that  F m  in tha t  b k ,  of 
course, talks about himself and sanewhat downplays the role of Rustin. 
We haven't seen Rustin's book but I got a letter just the other day 
fran a m a k e r  of the staff of the New Yorker who is writing a 
biography of Rustin. He asked me F g e t  together with him to give 
sane oral history. Y o u  ought be in  touch with him. You can get this 
fellow's name a t  the New Yorker. There may be a second person 
although it may be t h n e w  Yorker man who put a note in the book 
review section of the ~ K y o r k  Times w i t h i n  the past two months saying 
he was doing a biography. I nwnt  t o  cut it out. I didn't, so I 
don't lmow i f  it was the same guy in  the New Yorker or not. I found 
out there is a much greater material ahu-tin already in print 
than I had knm. I 'm currently, very currently, working on a book on 
Martin Iuther King whim the first draft w i l l  be finished the end of 
the week. In reading for that  W k  there is a good deal on Rustin and 
one of the most interesting b k s  and sources is David Garrcrwts book 
Bearinq the Cross. 

Q: Y e s ,  I've heard about it. 

A: There is a l o t  of bibliqraphical material in there and whatnot. 
So there is a l o t  a b u t  Rustin. Anyway I remembw both of them coming 
t o  Qlicago for F.O.R., for C.O.R.E., whatever it is, very often. I 
remembw Rustin as much as I remembw Farmer. Wl t  soon now that we 
think of it, soon I did get caught up in the F.O.R. and I remember 
going maybe with George t o  one of their sumner conferences outside of 
Toledo. I 've read in smne of the literature, may even be in Fanner's 
book, quite an important national conference w i t h  the F.O.R. in those 
years. I think, again, I saw maybe both of them there. -tin 
singing and whatnot. But I was caught up in that. 

Q: But you weren't on the staff? Because both Fanner and Rustin 
were. 
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A: Oh no, I was never on the staff. 

Q: I forget that Rustin was doing. Was he the organizer? 

A: Well both of them were on the staff at that the. 

That's what thought. 

A: At one point he left the staff but I think that was after that 
period. But I think Famter was given the C.O.R.E. responsibility but 
Rustin didn't shirk any, he was active too. 

Q: No, I h a d  that. 

A: So therefore I think you have to look at Farmer's writings with 
sane jaundiced eye but I don't how hcw much. 

Q: I would agree with that. 

A: And also George and I discussed this. I don't see enough of 
George, but he and I disased it. In fact Farmer and I discussed it. 
Farmer in his book places an important conferences for F.O.R. in 
C o l W  when I guess it was inCincinnati in that period. We drove 
d m  to C i n c i n n a t i .  Gettinu maybe a little ahead of mv stom. I 
rememker also riding by aut6 w i h  Fanner and maybe ~ e o k e  algo, but I 
can't recall, to Washington D.C. frwn Chicago. He lived there. His 
father was Professor at Hcrward University. You how, I really had 
problems where to eat with F m  in Washington which was a segregated 
place there in 1942, 1943, whatever it was, 1944 wen, maybe it was 
that late. But anyway I rememb=r that. I rambzr once or twice 
driving east with Geome and once he carrae back w i t h  me and we stopped 
at my parentst place in R d e s t e r  on our way back to Chicago. Of all 
these people I hew George the best. I dontt have a clear fix on when 
I first met George. Jean, who became Georgets wife was active in 
this. What Is her name? 

Q : Jean. 

A: Then there was Jane Spragg who was active in this mix. I remher 
once going I guess by train to New York with her in that period. 
Going to the F.O.R. office. 

Q: I understood that it wasn't frm her but it was w i t h  saw people 
of that group, s m y  showed me a picture of you going to Btroit to 
investigate the riots. 

A: Oh that was smthing else. 

Q: But you went with Jane Spragg, you feel, to Washington? 

A: No, we headed to New York, I don't how why. I remember it 
because we had different ideas of where 1660 Broadway was. I thought 
it was near 16th Street and she thought differently but we went to 
16th Street and it wasn't there at all .  We had to go all the way up 
t o  Columbia. That's how I renmhr her, because we had an argument. 
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Anyway then, you know, I got to bow Well and Bwilaqua, and W a l t  
Jackson was there. But he did not go to prison, is that what you are 
saying? 

Q: That's what I1m saying. 

A: He didn't go to prison but then he joined than afterwards? 

Q: R i g l ~ t ,  he transferred out to micago after that. He went to 
C.P.S. q or actually what happened to him was he was offered a work 
camp experience in the Adirondacks by I guess the F'riends S e m i c e  
Cmmnittee chair, Clarence . . . 
A: Pickett. 

Q: Pickett and he said, ''Why don1 t you go up here?" The four of them 
went up there and had a work camp experience. Then they organized for 
the New York Council of QIurches a peace conference. Then they 
organized in 'Cleveland a work carrrp experience like what they went 
through. Thcm he entered C.T.S. in the fall along at the sarne t ime as 
the other five who came out of prison. 

A: So then Dellinger didn't cane out? 

No, he didn t get to come out to Chicago. 

A: I didn't get to lmm Ikllinger until mch later. 

Q: Don Bendct 
work, he and his 

though, he went out and 
first wife in Detroit. 

did house or started 

A: W e l l  I never bew him. 

Q: You never met him at that time you went on the Detmit trip. 

A: W e l l  I did get to Detroit, but to this day while I knm who he is 
but he was not a close friend of mine. 

Q: And the only other person viho you wouldn't have bm was the 
eighth person who was Dallas, Meredith Dallas. 

A: Wichlei, he was there. 

Q: Oh yes, he went back. 

A: What became of him? 

Q: He went on into the Congregational church and then the United 
Church of Clhrist. Then he became my job, associate conference 
minister in Wisconsin for a n m h r  of years. He must have had some 
ch&es in between. But he was not active to my knowledge in the 
peace movement or in the civil rights r n e r r a e n t  at all .  

Q: But did you see him there? 
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A: No, he decided not to see me. 

Q: Really, why? 

A: I think the experience was too painful. That's what I think. I 
tried three tjmes. 

A: Is he in touch with the other paple? 

Q: Yes, he's in touch with Bill Irxrell. He stayed close to B i l l  and 
Bill said maybe I could talk to him but I still haven't gotten access 
to him. 

A: What happened to  Walt Jackson? 

Q: W a l t  Jackson went into the ministry, went out and worked for the . . . 
A: In Michigan somewhere? 

Q: Yes, worked in the F h t  Federal Housing Project on the edge of 
Detroit. He's had an awful lot of the CIO auto workers officers of 
the union in i t ,  in a chu& which he started fm scrat&. 

A: It started in Flint? 

Q: I guess it was out there, it was way out of wherever it was.  H e  
said Btmit. What he did was he worked at  that until--the 
Presbyterians finally supprted that for a period of time. Joe 
Wilaqua was called as the associate pastor. They had a 
m-pastorate. Then Joe called Walt up one smmm whm he was 
vaationing in Vermont and he told him that the Resbyterians had 
decided to cut to one staff person. Walt felt, lWell, it wou ld  be 
easier for me to find a ChUlXh than for Joe to find a So he 
gave up that position and did a l i t t l e  Vermont church in  the tuwn 
where he now is retired. But then he went onto Iktroit and sold 
stocks and bonds and developed his  awn plastics ccrmpany which he sold 
at the age of 49 and really has been retired since, living in Coral 
Gables in the winter and across the road from Don Benedict in this 
little town in Vennont in the summer. 

A: Really what  town is that? 

Q: The town is the south side of mtland. But anyhow that's what 
happened to his life. So he was also at that school. 

A: Yes, I saw a bit of Jackson. I guess George must have told me 
once or twice about him. 

Q: And also his  wife was active along w i t h  Jane. They were 
classmates a t  Oklin. They are 0berlin people. 

A: Oh really. 






















































