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Preface 

This manuscript i s  the  product of a tape  recorded interview conducted by 
William Ortman f o r  the  Oral History Office on October 7 ,  1972. 

Harry Isenberger was born i n  Appanoose Township, Niota, I l l i n o i s  on 
November 4 ,  1887. M r .  Isenberger had lead an a c t i v e  l i v e ,  working f o r  
t h e  Santa Fe Railroad, serving i n  World War I, working i n  h i s  own grocery 
s t o r e  during the  Depression, working f o r  ~ h e a f f e r ' s  Pen Company, and 
doing carpenter  work. I n  t h i s  interview, he d iscusses  many aspects  of 
h i s  l i f e .  

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  i s  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of the  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  na r ra to r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the  informal, conversat ional  s t y l e  t h a t  is  
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamn S t a t e  Universi ty is not 
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views 
expressed there in ;  these  a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l ec t ron ic  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from the  Oral History Office,  Sanagmon 
S t a t e  University, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



W i l l i a m  Ortman, October 7, 1972, Nauvoo, I l l i n o i s .  

Harry Isenberger ,  In te rv iewer .  

Q: M r .  I senberger ,  when were you born? 

A: Born i n  Appanoose Township, south  of Niota ,  on November 4 ,  1887. 

Q: I n  1887 you say ,  o u t s i d e  of Niota.  Were your pa ren t s  farmers? 

A: They were a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  yes. 

Q: I see. You say,  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  What d id  they do be fo re  o r  a f t e r  
t h a t ?  

A: Well, they farmed then  and my dad farmed about a l l  of h i s  l i f e .  He 
was a ca rpen te r ,  too .  

Q: As a carpenter ,  what d id  he . . . d i d  he b u i l d  houses o r  d id  he b u i l d  
barns o r  a l i t t l e  of everything? 

A: I never  knew much about what he  b u i l t ,  bu t  I know t h e r e  was a barn on 
t h e  p lace  where we f i n a l l y  l oca t ed  up t h e r e  t h i s  s i d e  of Niota t h a t  he 
b u i l t  when he was n ine t een  yea r s  o ld .  And i t  w a s  one of those b ig  framed 
barns t h a t  were put  t oge the r  with p ins  and these  old-fashioned square 
n a i l s .  

Q: It sounds l i k e  he d id  a good job. Are any of h i s  bu i ld ings  s t i l l  
s tanding?  

A: S t i l l  standing--that barn  is, as far as I know. 

Q: Stone foundat ion o r  something? 

A: Y e s ,  s t one  foundation. 

Q: Whose farm is t h a t  loca ted  on? Do you know? 

A: It w a s  my dad 's  un t i l - - I  bought i t  from him. I f o r g e t  what year  i t  
was now. And we l i v e d  ou t  t h e r e  unt i l - -wel l ,  I ' d  b e t t e r  no t  t e l l  t h i s  
personal  s t u f f .  

Q: Okay. Well, t h i s  farm you say you bought from him and you can ' t  
remember t h e  d a t e ,  w a s  i t  a f t e r  World War 1 o r  World War I I ?  

A: Oh, yes. It was q u i t e  a while  a f t e r  t h a t .  
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Q: Sometime i n  the  1920's then  probably? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Then you l i v e d  on that farm? 

A: My wife  and I l i v e d  ou t  t h e r e  f o r  t h r e e  o r  four  years .  1 don ' t  know 
j u s t  how long i t  was. It wasn't  much of a farm a s  i t  w a s  only seventy-nine 
ac re s .  We r a i s e d  tomatoes. I had q u i t e  a herd of c a t t l e  toward t h e  last 
before  I got  fouled  up on it and so ld  i t  t o  N e i l .  And then we moved back 
t o  Niota.  That ' s  where we s t a r t e d .  

Q: I see ,  What d id  you do a f t e r  you moved back t o  Niota then? 

A: Well, I went t o  work f o r  t he  Rai lroad and Express Company f o r  a 
while.  They f i n a l l y  took t h e  run o f f  between For t  Madison f o r  a while.  
They f i n a l l y  took t h e  run o f f  between For t  Madison and Kansas Ci ty ,  and 
they took t h e  run o f f  so  they wanted me t o  t r a n s f e r  ou t  t o  Colorado o r  
some p l ace  l i k e  t h a t .  I a l r eady  owned my p lace  i n  Niota  and T d i d n ' t  
want t o  move, because you d i d n ' t  have any guarantee on how long you were 
going t o  be working. So we j u s t  s tayed  t h e r e  and I q u i t  and then  I went 
t o  work f o r  t h e  o i l  company up the re .  

Q: I see, going back j u s t  a moment t o  your e a r l y  home l i f e  and everything,  
what were your p a r e n t ' s  names? 

A: James and Mary Isenberger .  

Q: And were they n a t i v e s  of t h e  United S t a t e s  o r  were they immigrants? 

A: Well, my dad w a s  born i n  Ohio and I t h i n k  my mother w a s  born here ,  a s  
f a r  as I know. 

Q: I see .  What do you remember about  your e a r l y  upbringing? Did they 
r e a l l y  have a p r e t t y  i r o n  f i s t  t h e r e  and say,  "Make s u r e  you do t h i s ? "  

A: Not i n  p a r t i c u l a r .  We always done p r e t t y  w e l l  because, I don ' t  know, 
I guess they r a i s e d  us  r i g h t .  I don ' t  know. 

Q: What do you see as t h e  main d i f f e r e n c e  between a young k id  today and 
a k id  you can remember growing up a s ,  being t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  Do you th ink  
t h e  pa ren t s  a r e  t oo  permissive today o r  maybe no t  a s  much? 

A: Well, I don ' t  know whether they a r e  o r  no t .  Looks t o  m e  l i k e  they 
j u s t  l e t  them run now. Of course,  I never  had t h a t  chance when I was a 
kid because we l i v e d  ou t  t h e r e  on t h e  farm and we had t o  walk most gene ra l ly  
t o  Niota.  I walked two m i l e s  t o  school  f o r  years .  But t hese  k ids  just 
run i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  now and I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t ' s  good. 

Q:  How many kids were i n  your family? Was i t  q u i t e  a l a r g e  family? 

A: Well, t h e r e  was f i v e  of us. Three g i r l s  and two boys. 

Q: And what were you? The youngest o r  second t o  t h e  youngest? 
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A: No, I was the  o l d e s t .  

Q: Oh, you were t h e  o l d e s t .  

A: Yes. 

Q: In speaking of t h e  school  and t h e  f r i e n d s  you probably made i n  school  
and a l l ,  you s a i d  you l i v e d  i n  Niota. So apparent ly  you must have gone 
t o  school  i n  t h a t  a rea?  

A: Y e s ,  we  l i v e d  out  of Niota and I walked two mi les  t o  school  down 
t h e r e  until--well ,  I only got  one h a l f  year  of h igh  school  and a f t e r  t h a t  
I went over t o  Fo r t  Madison f o r  a l i t t l e  while  t o  bus iness  school  and 
then  I went t o  work. Well, t h e  t r u t h  of i t  was t h a t  I had smallpox and 
broke out  over t h e r e  and then,  of course,  I went back home and never went 
back any more. The next  year  I went t o  work. 

Q: This was on your job o r  when you were i n  school? Were you i n  school  
when smallpox broke ou t?  

A: Yes. 

Q: What about t hese  e a r l i e r  schools? Today, we seem t o  have a l i t t l e  
of everything.  New and modern. The k ids  seem not  t o  app rec i a t e  i t  on 
occassion.  What kind of school  d id  you go t o ?  What d id  i t  look l i k e ?  

A: Oh, they were very p l a in .  We had a b r i c k  school  down t h e r e  i n  Niota 
t h a t  was two s t o r i e s  high and t h e r e  were fou r  rooms in it. Two up and 
two down. 

Q: This  was t h e  grade school? 

A: Yes, grade school  and then they had high school  t h e r e  t h a t  one year .  
And t h a t  was a l l  t h e  h igh  school  I got ,  was t h a t  one year .  

A: Going back t o  t h i s  grade school ,  d i d  they have f i r s t  and second grade 
i n  one room, and t h i r d  and fou r th  i n  another?  

A: Well, they had a whole bunch of k i d s  and t h e  whole school  was f u l l .  
And they had, I be l i eve ,  e i g h t  grades i n  t h e  two rooms downstairs  and t h e  
high school ,  when they s t a r t e d  i t ,  had j u s t  one room u p s t a i r s .  

Q: Do you remember some of t h e  people t h a t  went t o  school  with you a t  
t h a t  time? 

A: Oh, yes.  There was Ber t ch i  and Grahams. Of course,  t he  Grahams were 
neighbors of ou r s  and we walked t o  school  with them every day. And then  
t h e r e  was . . . I c a n ' t  remember too  many of them. 

Q: You say t h e  Grahams and t h e  Ber t ch i ' s .  I ' v e  heard t h e  name, Ber tch i .  
How do they s p e l l  t h a t  name? Do you remember? 

A : B-E-R-T-C-H- I. 
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Q: Be r t ch i  and then Grahams? 

A: Yes, Grahams. They were neighbors t o  u s  t h e r e .  

Q: Is t h a t  G-R-A-H-A-M-S? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I 've heard of t h e  Be r t ch i  family.  Tha t ' s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  people . . . 
A: W e l l ,  t h e  Grahams, t h e r e ' s  none of them, I don ' t  t h ink ,  around he re  
anymore. The l a s t  one I knew was May Graham and she w a s  a teacher  a f te rwards .  
And she  moved t o  Dal las  City, but  I don ' t  h o w  what became of t h e  r e s t  of 
them. And then  t h e r e  was people who came from t h e  country like t h e  
Soland's ou t  here.  And a l l  of them they went t o  school  down the re .  

Q: Tha t ' s  S-0-L-A-N-D-S, i s n ' t  i t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: The period of h i s t o r y  you a r e  speaking of is  when you a r e  q u i t e  
young, of t h i s  a r e a  of going t o  school  and a l l .  Usually when you're  
young, you do a l o t  of l i t t l e  mischievious th ings .  ( l augh te r )  Can you 
th ink  of any funny th ings  you d i d ?  Maybe you d i d n ' t  g e t  caught f o r  a t  
t h e  time? O r  you d id  g e t  caught f o r ?  

A: Well, I never d id  much, only on Halloween. We'd s t e a l  t h e  grocery 
man's de l ive ry  wagon up t h e r e  and put  i t  on top  of t h e  shed down a t  the  
school  o r  something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Did you take  i t  a l l  a p a r t  and move i t ?  

A: Yes, and put  i t  back toge the r .  ( laughter )  

Q: Then how d id  he g e t  i t ?  

A: Got i t  t h e  b e s t  way he knew how. ( l augh te r )  

Q: So, you never were caught then? 

A: No. There were too many i n  i t .  

Q: How many people p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h i s ?  

A: Too many k ids .  

Q:  And he d i d n ' t  t h ink  t h a t  maybe he ought t o  t i e  up . . . 
A: Oh, he had an idea  who had done it. 

Q: But he 'd never ever  g e t  i n t o  it. You d id  i t  more than once? 

A: Well, I don ' t  remember. I be l i eve  we d id .  About every win ter  o r  
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every Halloween we did  something l i k e  t h a t  t o  him. 

Q: What about your f i r s t  job you had? 

A: F i r s t  job I had. Well, mostly i t  was he lp ing  a t  home the re .  Plowing 
corn with an o ld  walking c u l t i v a t o r  and s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t  and when we'd 
bend wheat I ' d  shuck i t  and then we had t o  t i e  i t  a l o t  of t imes with 
gra in .  And then  my dad was a ca rpen te r  and we remodeled t h e  house out  
t he re .  And t h e r e  was a fe l low t h e r e ,  when I was a k id  about s i x t e e n  o r  
seventeen, I went over  t o  B i l l  Shanks i n  Iowa and helped him put  up hay. 
And t h e r e  was a ca rpen te r  bu i ld ing  a corn c r i b  there .  And he wanted t o  
know af te rwards  i f  I would l i k e  t o  go with him and l e a r n  t h e  ca rpen te r  
t r ade .  So, I d id  and t h a t  was i n  1908, I mean 1909. I was over t h e r e  
and t h a t  was Mart in Lohman, a t  West Point ,  Iowa. 

Q: Martin who? 

A: Mart in  Lohman. 

Q: Lohman? 

Q: Was he a p r e t t y  s k i l l e d  craftsman? 

A: Oh, yes. We b u i l t  mostly barns though. W e  had, I don ' t  know, I 
guess while  I w a s  wi th  him i n  a couple of yea r s  we b u i l t  two o r  t h r e e  
houses but  we had mostly b i g  barns i n  those  days. 

Q: Well, nowadays ca rpen te r s  belong t o  unions and they g e t  a l o t  of 
money f o r  every hour they work. What kind of pay d id  you g e t  i n  your 
ca rpen te r  profess ion?  

A: Well, I go t  two b i t s  an hour and we gene ra l ly  worked t en  hours  a day. 

Q: Ten hours a day. 

A: Y e s .  ( l augh te r )  

Q: The farm p r i c e s  a t  t h a t  time . . . probably, I don ' t  know how you'd 
r a t e  those. Were t h e  farm p r i c e s  good a t  t h a t  t i m e  f o r  your commodities? 

A: Well, I don ' t  know whether you'd c a l l  them good o r  no t .  They d i d n ' t  
g e t  much f o r  t h e  g ra in .  Of course ,  my dad gene ra l ly  f ed  about  every th ing  
he had r a i s e d  t h e r e  on t h a t  l i t t l e  seventy-nine a c r e s  we had. But I 
don ' t  know whether you'd c a l l  them good o r  n o t ,  we  go t  less than  a d o l l a r  
a bushel f o r  corn and I don ' t  remember what we got  f o r  wheat. 

Q: Would you cons ider  t h a t  farm you had a t  t h e  t i m e  t o  be a n  average 
farm of the time, b e t t e r  than  average, o r  below average? 

A: Well, we thought i t  was a p r e t t y  good farm i n  those  days. We had 
enough timber t h e r e  so  we could c u t  our  own wood i n  t h e  winter t ime t o  
burn. 
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Q: What kind of house d id  you have? A frame house? 

A: Well, i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace ,  before  dad remodeled, i t  was a log  house, 
j u s t  two rooms and then b u i l t  on top  l i k e  they used t o  . . . 
Q: A l o f t  above i t .  

A: Yes, and t h a t ' s  where we k ids  s l e p t  up the re .  

Q: Was t h i s  an  o ld  house? 

A: Yes, oh, yes.  We'd wake up a t  n igh t  and t h e  snow would be coming 
through t h e  c racks  of t h e  clapboards l i k e  they had back there--well, I 
don ' t  know, I guess they s p l i t  them up themselves, you know, t h a t  o ld  
fash ion  s i d e ,  l i k e .  

Q: Like maybe oak o r  something? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: For the  roof?  

A: And i t  had o ld  f a sh ion  s h i n g l e s  f o r  t he  roof as Ear a s  t h a t  goes. 

Q: Oh, you s a i d  t h e  snow was coming through t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  bui ld ing?  

A: oh, yes.  

Q: It w a s  l i k e  a l og  house, l i k e  a l og  cabin  t h a t  they had added to? 

A: W e l l ,  i n  t h e  f i r s t  p lace ,  i t  was two rooms of l ogs  downstairs  and 
then  they had t h i s  roof on top  and a couple of porches. One on each 
s i d e ,  back and f r o n t .  

Q: What's happened t o  t h a t  house? Is i t  t o r n  down? 

A: 1 t ' s  st i l l  the re .  

Q: l t l s  st i l l  there?  

A: Yes. My dad remodeled i t  and t h a t ' s  where I s t a r t e d  out  th inking  
maybe I ' d  l i k e  t o  ca rpen te r  and then  I went over t o  Iowa and worked over 
t h e r e  a while. And then I went t o  work f o r  t h e  r a i l r o a d  company i n  Fo r t  
Madison. I was p u t t i n g  baggage on t h e  express  a t  f i r s t  between For t  
Madison and Kansas Ci ty .  (coughs) Then af te rwards  . . . 
Q: You had World War I coming up he re  somewhere along t h e  l i n e ?  Is t h i s  
when you were working i n  Fo r t  Madison t h a t  t h e  war broke out?  

A: Well, I got  married on t h e  f i r s t  of May i n  1918, and then,  by go l ly ,  
I go t  d r a f t e d  on t h e  29th. We were i n  t he  b igges t  bunch t h a t  went from 
Carthage out  here ,  replacements f o r  World War I. 
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Q: I see .  And you g e t  t h i s  l e t t e r  i n  the  m a i l  t h a t  says,  "Greetings 
from Uncle Sam, e t c .  You're drafted."  J u s t  what kind of a change i n  
your l i f e  d id  t h i s  have? I know i t  would be q u i t e  a r a d i c a l  change. 

A: Yes, i t  was. 

Q: What was your f e e l i n g  about t h a t ?  

A: Well, you know I f e l t  l i k e  I was p r e t t y  o ld  then. I was twenty-nine 
years  o ld  a l ready and I f e l t  l i k e  a l l  the  young fel lows was going and i f  
I got  a chance t o  go, then  I was going t o  go, too. That 's  t h e  way I f e l  
about i t  and I d id .  They sent m e  t o  th ree  d i f f e r e n t  p laces  before  they 
passed me.  And they s a i d ,  " A l l  they could see t h a t  was the  matter  with 
me was t h a t  I was too small." 

Q: How t a l l  a r e  you? 

A: Five foo t  th ree  inches. 

Q: Now, when you went over,  you sa id  a l i t t l e  while ago t h a t  you were i n  
France somewhere. Where was your debarkat ion point? Did you leave  from 
New York City? 

A: No, we l e f t  from Boston and then we went up t o  Canada there .  

Q: By ship?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Was i t  Nova Scotia? 

A: Yes. And then we got  off--well, we l i ved  the re  u n t i l  the  r e s t  of t he  
bunch got  t h e r e  t h a t  was going with the  ship.  I fo rge t  how many days we 
were up there .  Not very long and then we went overseas. 

Q: How many days do you th ink  it took you t o  g e t  over the re?  About a 
week o r  so  on the  sea?  

A: Well, we  were darn near  a month going over,  I be l ieve .  And coming 
back when we got  over,  why, we came back i n  about eleven days. 

Q: What do you remember about t h a t  t r i p  going over? Were you sea sick? 

A: Well, no, I wasn't. The funny p a r t  here,  I wasn't a b i t  sea  s i c k  and 
I stood guard p r e t t y  near  every n ight .  My t u r n  [was] no t  every n ight  but 
p r e t t y  near.  And I never got  s i c k  a t  a l l .  

Q: You say you stood guard. What did you stand guard aga ins t ?  

A: Well, looking f o r  submarines and s t u f f .  

Q: Oh, I see .  You used binoculars  and th ings  such as t h i s ?  
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A: Yes. Oh, we d i d n ' t  have any b inoculars .  

Q: You just watched. ( l augh te r )  What would happen, f o r  i n s t ance ,  i f  
you s a w  a submarine? What were you supposed t o  do? C a l l  and say  we've 
got  one? 

A: Y e s ,  w e l l ,  t h e r e  w a s  a c e r t a i n  p l ace  where you s a w  it. 

Q: Did you have any t roub le?  

A: No, we d i d n ' t  have a b i t  05 t rouble .  

Q: Where d id  you land then? 

A: We landed i n  England and we were t h e r e  one day, went ou t  and they 
c a l l e d  i t  a r e s t  per iod.  But h e l l f i r e ,  they marched us  out  t o  a camp ou t  
there .  O f  course,  we go t  a ba th  and such a s  i t  was. Had a s c a r c i t y  of 
water. 

Q: Do you remember anything else about England? Other than t h i s  camp? 

A: We went and landed t h e r e  a t  London and we went ou t  of town t h e r e  a 
ways. I don' t  remember j u s t  how f a r  i t  was. We had t o  h ike  i t ,  so  I 
don ' t  know i f  they  ever  h e w  how f a r  i t  was. But we were out  t h e r e  j u s t  
a day o r  two then  we were back over a t  the  harbor  and then  we went over 
t o  France and landed i n  Cherbourg. 

Q: I see, what kind of s h i p  d id  you go f r o m  England t o  France on? 

A: Well, t h a t  was j u s t  a . . . 
Q: Small? 

A: Yes, well, I don ' t  know what i t  was. We went from he re  over t o  
England i n  a damned o ld  B r i t i s h  c a t t l e  boat .  

Q: C a t t l e  boat .  ( l augh te r )  

A: Yes. They had people s l eep ing  on t h e  f l o o r  and on t h e  t a b l e s  and 
hammocks. I s l e p t  i n  a hammock up above t h e  rest of them. 

Q: Okay. Now a t  t h i s  po in t  you've been i n  England, you went over by 
c a t t l e  boat .  You l e f t  from England a day o r  two a f t e r  you'd been t h e r e  
and you went t o  France. Now when you g e t  t o  France, what happens? 

A: Well, we went ou t  t o  a--1 f o r g e t  t h e  name of t h e  l i t t l e  p lace  now-a 
camp and p l ace  where they picked them out  and s e n t  them t o  where they 
were going t o  go. Then I got  a ,  of course,  we were a replacement o u t f i t ,  
and we went t o  . . . I went up then t o  t h e  F i r s t  Div is ion ,  28th I n f a n t r y  
then. Don't even have i t  anymore. And I was ass igned  t o  them. I don ' t  
know. 

Q: What happened when you got  there?  Did they g ive  you a hard time? 
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A: Oh, no. They j u s t  do l i k e  they do a l l  t he  time i n  the  Army. D r i l l  
t he  h e l l  out  of you. ( laughter )  

Q: So, what happened then? You were i n  France. You say t h a t  you got 
t h e r e  i t  must have been . . . you say you were d ra f t ed  May 29, 1918, and 
when d id  you go over? What month was t h i s  t h a t  you s a i l e d  f o r  England? 

A: May. 

Q: I've got  here  t h a t  you were d ra f t ed  on May 29. You meant t h a t  you 
l e f t  on May 291 

A: Le f t  on May 29. 

Q: So you got  the re  i n  the  summer of 1918, and what was going on i n  the  
war over there?  Were you d i r e c t l y  involved i n  t h i s ?  

A: Oh, yes. They were f i g h t i n g  and were p r e t t y  w e l l  i n t o  i t ,  the  F i r s t  
Division was. They were one of t h e  f i r s t  o u t f i t s  over the re  and, of 
course, I got  s e n t  up t o  the  28th In fan t ry  and we went up the re .  I don' t  
remember t h e  name of t h e  f r o n t  anymore. I guess I got  i t  someplace 
around here. And we d i d n ' t  g e t  i n  any f i g h t i n g  until--well,  t h e  Sa in t  
and t h e  Heel, whenever t h a t  was. I was i n  t h a t  and when I was i n  the re  
was only one f r o n t  before t h a t .  [ t h e  n a r r a t o r  is r e f e r r i n g  back t o  the 
name of t h e  f r o n t  he was t r y i n g  t o  th ink  of before]  

Q: Were you she l l ed  a t  t h a t  point? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: What did they supply the  t roops with, l i k e  say, a  gun, grenades o r  
what? 

A: W e l l ,  w e  had the  hand grenades and then we had s h e l l s  and t h e  Spr ingf ie ld  
R i f l e  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

Q: Were you i n  a  pos i t ion  where you were shooting back o r  were you j u s t  
g e t t i n g  f i r e d  upon by t h e  Germans from a r t i l l e r y  p ieces?  

A: Yes, t h a t  was mostly i t .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  f r o n t  the  boys had been up 
the re  q u i t e  a while and the re  wasn't many of them l e f t .  And then we went 
over i n t o  the  Sa in t  and the  Heel. 

Q: You say t h e  Sa in t  and t h e  Heel. 

A: The Sa in t  and t h e  Heel. 

Q: The Sa in t  and t h e  Heel. Is t h a t  one of t h e  campaigns? 

A: Yes, t h a t  one and t h e  Argonne, course were t h e  b igges t  two I was i n .  

Q: Well, I ' v e  heard of t h e  Argonne, course t h a t  was France. 
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A: Yes, t h e y ' r e  both i n  France. 

Q: Oh, they are. 

A: I go t  gassed up t h e r e  i n  t h e  Argonne t rying-well ,  I was t r y i n g  t o  
save some more guys, a s  f a r  as t h a t  goes,  and I d i d n ' t  know I got  i t  
u n t i l  I went and go t  them down t o  t h e  f i r s t  a i d  s t a t i o n .  And t h e  o ld  guy 
t h a t  examined us t h e r e ,  he examined t h e  o t h e r  guys and when he came t o  
m e ,  he s a i d ,  "Why, you 're  worse then  t h e  rest of them." 

A: This  was t h e  German's mustard gas? 

A: Chlorine. 

Q: Chlorine, they  were using.  And what kind of e f f e c t  d id  i t  have? Did 
i t  k i l l  people o r  d i d  i t  j u s t  make you dea th ly  s i ck?  

A: Well, i t  made you s i c k .  

Q: Was t h i s  a permanent type of t h ing  that: could r e a l l y  mess you up? 

A: Oh, i t  could m e s s  you up but they s e n t  me r i g h t  t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  then,  
too. I w a s  supposed t o  go back t o  t h e  o u t f i t ,  bu t  I never  got  t o  go 
back. 

Q: W e l l ,  how d id  they deploy t h i s  gas? 

A: I n  s h e l l s .  

Q: Oh, I see .  I n  c a n i s t e r s  o r  s h e l l s .  

A: I n  s h e l l s  t h a t  busted when they h i t  t h e  ground. Spread over t h e  
t e r r i t o r y .  

Q: Could you s e e  t h e  gas? 

A: No, you couldn ' t  see i t .  

Q: It was i n v i s i b l e  gas. 

A: You could s m e l l  it. 

Q: What was t h e  r eac t ion?  Would i t  make your eyes water  and your whole 
head feel funny? 

A: Oh, yes. It d idn ' t  make my eyes water.  It made m e  s i c k  a t  my stomach. 

Q: Were we using gas,  too? 

A: No, I don' t  know as far  a s  t h a t  goes. 

Q: What w a s  t h e  t roop  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  gas? Did t h e  t roops  t h a t  were 
f i g h t i n g  being gassed and d id  they th ink  t h i s  was " a l l ' s  f a i r  i n  love  and 
war" type of t h ing?  O r  d id  they t h i n k  t h i s  was a d i r t y  way of f i g h t i n g  a 
war? 
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A: Well, i t  was a d i r t y  way, a s  f a r  as t h a t  goes. 

Q: Did you know any of t h e  guy8 t h a t  d ied  Erom t h i s  c h l o r i n e  gas? 

A: Well, I don ' t  remember t h e i r  names. 

Q: But you do know t h a t  t h e r e  was some t h a t  were k i l l e d  by i t ?  

A: Y e s ,  t h e r e  were. 

Q: What about some of t h e  e f f e c t s  on people who d i d n ' t  d ie?  Did i t  
permanently des t roy  some people ' s  heads? 

A: Well, i t  d id  some more o r  less. I don' t  know. I guess I was one of 
t h e  lucky ones. It never h u r t  me so  much. 

Q: Severa l  yea r s  ago--until h i s  death--there was a man up he re  named 
Canazero. 1 t h i n k  you probably knew him. Wasn't he gassed i n  t h e  war? 

A: Yes, I knew him. I don ' t  know i f  he was. I never asked him. Be 
went t o  school  he re  though. 

Q: Okay. This  goes back then t o  t he  end of t h e  w a r .  The war is  over 
and when d id  you g e t  t o  come back home? 

A: W e l l ,  when t h e  f i g h t i n g  was over,  why I w a s  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l  then. 

Q: From t h i s  gas? 

A: Y e s ,  a t  Carcassone, France. There was a doctor  Erom Burl ington t h e r e  
and a nurse ,  a l so .  They saw I was i n  t h e  recupera t ing  p lace  t h e r e  and 
about  ready t o  g e t  shipped back t o  my o u t f i t .  The o u t f i t  w a s  up i n  
Germany and t h e  doc tor  asked me, he says ,  "Are  you a f r a i d  of blood and 
anything l i k e  tha t ? "  And I s a i d ,  "No, i t  never d id  bother  me .  l1 And he 
s a i d ,  "Well, how would you l i ke  t o  s t a y  he re  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l ?  We got  an 
awful bunch of German p r i s o n e r s  coming i n  he re  and they ' r e  going t o  have 
t o  g e t  them up t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l  and do whatever they need." I s a i d ,  
"That 's  a l l  r i gh t . "  H e  s a i d ,  ''You don ' t  want t o  go t o  t h e  o u t f i t ,  now, 
do you? Way up on t h e  Rhine River?" And I s a i d ,  "Well, I a m  not  c razy  
about i t  r i g h t  now." And he s a i d ,  "Well, you'd b e t t e r  s t a y  wi th  me." So 
he t o l d  me where t o  go and g e t  my s leeping  q u a r t e r s  and s t u f f .  I s tayed  
t h e r e  then  u n t i l  t h e  next  sp r ing ,  then  I went up t o  Germany. 

Q: Okay. You say you s tayed  where now? 

A: A t  t h e  h o s p i t a l  i n  Carcassonne, France. We unloaded the  German 
p r i sone r s  and some of them were i n  awful shape. 

Q: What from? Wounds? 

A: Yes, wounds and every th ing  e l s e .  We took them i n ,  go t  them a l l  
s i t u a t e d ,  took them up t o  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  r an  them through t h e  X-ray room, 
and then  took them t o  t h e  ope ra t ing  rooms o r  whatever they had t o  have. 
And then  a l o t  of them were c u t  o f f  arms, and l e g s ,  and d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s .  
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Q: You were i n  t h e r e  when they d id  t h i s ?  You d i d n ' t  have any h o s p i t a l  
duty, d id  you? 

A: No, I was t h e r e  t o  he lp  wi th  anything they had t o  do a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l .  

Q: You a c t u a l l y  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  h o s p i t a l s ?  

A: Oh, yes.  

Q: What were some of t h e  worst ca ses  you can remember? 

A: Oh, I don' t  know. I remember one guy t h e r e  t h a t  had an arm and a l e g  
o f f  when they go t  t o  him. 

Q: A young German? 

A: Yes, a German. And a l l  I could understand him t o  say  w a s  t h a t ,  we l l ,  
they couldn ' t  make him f i g h t  anymore. 

Q: He  s a i d  t h i s  i n  German and you could understand him? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: In o the r  words he w a s  say ing ,    ell, I don ' t  have t o  f i g h t  anymore 
because of th i s . "  

A: Y e s .  

Q: What was t h e  t y p i c a l  German s o l d i e r ' s  r e a c t i o n  t o  t h i s  war from what 
you could s e e  t h e r e ?  Was he  g lad  t h a t  he had been i n  t h e  w a r  o r  d id  he 
th ink  he had been a pawn? 

A: I don ' t  know. I never  paid much a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h a t  p a r t .  But they 
were s u r e  a l l  g lad  t h a t  i t  was over.  

Q: I don' t  doubt t h a t .  How long were you t h e r e  then? 

A: Well, I w a s  t h e r e  u n t i l  t h e  next  spr ing .  

Q: That would have been 19191 

A: Yes, and then  they wanted t o  know whether I wanted t o  go wi th  the  
d i f f e r e n t  d i v i s i o n  and go up t o  my own o u t f i t .  And I s a i d  we l l ,  I guess 
I ' d  go t o  my own o u t f i t .  So they s e n t  me up t o  Germany and I was up 
t h e r e ,  then,  u n t i l  about  f a l l .  

Q: What d id  you s e e  i n  Germany? Can you remember anything? 

A: Oh, yes. I had a tou r  up on a boat  up and down t h e  Rhine River. I 
s a w  a l o t  of t h e  o ld  c a s t l e s  and s t u f f  l i ke  t h a t ,  and a l o t  of p r e t t y  
country there .  They had vineyards growing r i g h t  up t h e  s i d e s  of t h e  
mountains t he re .  They had so many rows of grapes and then  they 'd have a 
t e r r a c e  and some more. 
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Q: What about t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  of t he  war? Did you see some of t h i s ?  

A: Well, I saw a l o t  of i t  but t h e r e  wasn't any up t h e r e  where I was a t  
then. Before t h a t ,  they were p r e t t y  badly b a t t e r e d  up. Seen a l o t  of 
poor o ld  people t h e r e  t h a t  looked l i k e  they were about s t a rved  t o  dea th  
and t h e  bu i ld ings  were a l l  knocked down and they were t r y i n g  t o  s h e l t e r  
themselves and what they had l e f t .  I t 's no good. 

Q: When d i d  you get t o  come back home then? 

A: Well, I go t  . . . I l e f t  over t h e r e  i n  . . . 
Q: It would have been some t i m e  i n  1919, wouldn't i t ?  

A: Yes, t h e  l a t e r  p a r t  of t h e  year .  

Q: You were over t he re ,  then  f o r  about  a year  and a ha l f  a f t e r  you l e f t  
t h i s  country? 

A: Y e s ,  about a year  and a h a l f ,  maybe a l i t t l e  more. 

Q: Usually when you're  d r a f t e d ,  you 're  i n  f o r  about two years  o r  so. 
Did you s t i l l  s e r v e  two yea r s  o r  were you dismissed a l i t t l e  bit e a r l y ?  

A: No, I got  ou t  a Little sooner than  t h a t ,  I th ink  i t  was. I don ' t  
know j u s t  exac t ly .  

Q: I see a p i c t u r e  on the  w a l l  r i g h t  here.  It 's about e i g h t  inches  high 
and maybe about t h r e e  f e e t  long i n  f r o n t  of t h e  Cap i to l  Building,  and i t  
shows probably t h r e e  o r  fou r  thousand t roops  the  way i t  looks . . . 
A: That ' s  a whole b a t t a l i o n .  

Q: A whole b a t t a l i o n ,  and you s a i d  you were i n  t h e  p i c t u r e  t he re .  How 
about t h a t  p i c t u r e ?  What was t h e  circumstances? You were a l l  brought 
back t o  Washington, D.C.? 

A: Well, we were brought back t o  New York Ci ty  and we pu t  on a whole 
d i v i s i o n  a l l  equipment parade a t  New York City. And t h e  people a t  t h e  
f i r s t  wanted f u l l  equipment and a l l .  We had everything.  

Q: You mean t h e  guns, t h e  tanks  and . . . 
A: Yes, they t r e a t e d  us  awful ly good i n  New York. Then they took us out  
t o  a camp out  t he re .  It was i n  New Jersey .  I f o r g e t  t h e  name of t h e  
camp. And then  from t h e r e  they took us  over t o  Washington. And we went 
i n  t h e r e  and put on a parade. 

Q: How d i d  they hau l  you around, by t r a i n ?  

A: Yes, w e l l ,  t h e  t r a i n  got  ou t  a long t h e  right-of-way t h e r e  and had t o  
walk over t h e r e  where we were going. A l l  of them walked i n  those  days. 
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Q: Good f o r  you. 

A: Y e s .  We went over t h e r e  and by God we  couldn ' t  even get  a d r i n k  of 
water i n  Washington, D.C. The people were t h a t  much a g a i n s t  s o l d i e r s ,  I 
guess. 

Q: Oh, r e a l l y ?  I n  Washington? 

A: Yes. We l a i d  i n  a l i t t l e  o ld  park over t h e r e  r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  t h e  
Cap i to l  Building f o r  q u i t e  awhile. U n t i l  they got  ready t o  put  on t h i s  
parade, And then  we put  on t h e  parade and then we went over and got  back 
on a t r a i n  and went back over t o  t h a t  camp. I f o r g e t  t h e  name of t h e  
camp i n  New J e r s e y .  And then  from the re ,  I went t o  Des Moines, Iowa, and 
got  discharged up the re .  

Q: This  event  you were speaking of i n  Washington, n o t  g e t t i n g  a d r ink  of 
water. Think t h e  people were a g a i n s t  t h e  w a r  o r  just a f r a i d  of s o l d i e r s ?  

A: I don ' t  know. They were a f r a i d  of s o l d i e r s ,  I guess.  ( l augh te r )  

Q: What about t h e  parade, was t h e r e  a l o t  of t u r n  out?  

A: Oh, they turned out  good enough. 

Q: Nobody threw anything o r  ye l l ed  any wisecracks? 

A: No. No. 

Q: Is t h i s  maybe due t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h a t  t h e r e  were so many of them 
t h a t  d i d n ' t  want i t ?  ( l augh te r )  

A: I guess.  I don ' t  know what i t  w a s  a l l  about .  

Q: What about  New York when you were the re?  

A: New York was t h e  b e s t  p l ace  t o  put  on a parade i n  t h e  country,  I 
think.  They gave us  every th ing  t h e r e  and they'd s t o p  you every so  o f t e n  
and give you something t o  eat. 

Q: Sounds l i k e  q u i t e  a c o n t r a s t .  

A: Yes, i t  was. Real no t iceable .  

Q: What about your family when you go t  back home? You s a i d  you had been 
married on May 1, 1918 and you had l e f t  r i g h t  a f t e r  you had married. 
About t h r e e  weeks o r  so. J u s t  what happened when you got  back home then? 

A: Well, my wife  s tayed  wi th  my f o l k s  most of t h e  t i m e .  Tha t ' s  where 
she  was when I l e f t .  

Q: And t h a t  w a s  i n  Niota? 

A: Up on the farm, o u t s i d e  of Niota.  And then  we  had a house ren ted  i n  
For t  Madison, Iowa. And I was working over t h e r e ,  of course.  
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Q: And what were you doing then? 

A: When I went t o  t h e  army? I was a carpenter  and then  I worked f o r  t h e  
r a i l r o a d .  And then when I came back I went back t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d .  Well, 
I d i d n ' t  r i g h t  away. Blanche was working a t  Shea f f e r ' s  i n  t h e  shipping 
room and, of course,  she  wanted t o  work. And I d i d n ' t  know exac t ly  what 
we were going t o  do. So she wanted m e  t o  go up t h e r e  too and g e t  a job.  
So I d id .  I went up t h e r e  and I worked one week. 

Q: A t  Sheaf fer ' s?  

A: And they gave m e  a r a i s e  of a d o l l a r .  I was g e t t i n g  seventeen d o l l a r s  
f o r  t h e  week. 

Q: And t h i s  is, again, Sheaf fer ' s?  

A: Yes. So t h e  agent  a t  t h e  express  company c a l l e d  me on a Saturday 
n i g h t  and wanted t o  know i f  I wouldn't t ake  a run t o  Kansas Ci ty .  The 
fe l low was o f f  and they had t o  have somebody. I t o l d  them, "Well, I 
c a n ' t  do t h a t .  I ' v e  never handled m a i l  i n  my l i f e  on t h e  rou te  and I had 
been on them a l o t  of t i m e s ,  too." 

Q: This was mailman? 

A: No, baggage and express .  

Q: Baggage and express? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: This  would have been on trains? 

A: Yes. 

Q: For t h e  Sante Fe? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I n  o the r  words, you worked f o r  t h e  Santa Fe before  you went t o  t h e  
s e r v i c e  and you came back and you worked f o r  them. Then you q u i t  Santa 
Fe and went t o  Sheaf fers?  

A: No. I never went t o  Santa  Fe when I f i r s t  go t  back. 

Q: Oh,  I see.  You went t o  Shea f fe r ' s  and then  they c a l l e d  you back? 

A: I went t o  Sheaf fer ' s .  Blanche ta lked  m e  i n t o  going up t h e r e ,  you 
how.  

Q: So you r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  go back and reapply f o r  your job? 

A: No, No. 
























