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PREFACE

This oral history of Joseph Immel's participation in the administration
of Governor William G. Stratton is a product of "Eyewitness Illinois,"” a
program of the Oral History Office of Sangamon State University. The
project was made possible in part by a grant from the Illinois Humanities
Council 1in cooperation with the National Endowment for the Humanities,
Additional financial support was provided by Caterpillar Tractor Company,
Arthur Andersen & Co., Canteen Corporation, Shelby Cullom Davis
Foundation, Susan Cooke House Trust and the MacArthur Foundation.
Central to this program is a conviction that the business of the governor
deserves larger and better public understanding, and that oral history
offers a distinctive way of supplying it.

As a law student, Joseph Immel had a strong interest in national politics
and debated Roosevelt's "New Deal" issues while Immel was a student at
Georgetown University. He hoped to change the direction of the country's
politics and became active in the Republican party in 1936, about the
same time he became a practicing attorney in Chicago. Mr, Immel was a
Republican precinct captain for Chicago's Forty-first Ward; he
subsequently ran and was elected alderman in 1947, Immel joined Charles
Fleck in organizing Cook County for William Stratton's gubernatorial
campaign in 1952, He was attracted by Stratton's name '"recognition and
knowledge."

Joseph Immel remembers Governor Stratton's role in starting tollroads, a
hospital system, and a state persounel code. The memoir particularly
reflects Immel's role as Stratton's campaign manager in the Chicago area.

Readers of the oral history should bear in mind that it is a transcript
of the spoken word, Tts informal, conversational style represents a
deliberate attempt to encourage candor and to tap the narrator's memory.
However, persons interested in listening to the tapes should understand
that editorial considerations produced a text that differs somewhat from
the original recordings. Both the recordings and this tramscript should
be regarded as a primary historical source, as no effort was made to
correct or challenge the narrator. The conclusions and assertions do not
necessarily represent the views of the Illinois Humanities Council, the
National Endowment for the Humanities, Sangamon State University, or
other sponsors, nor are these institutions responsible for the factual
accuracy of the memoir.




The tape recorded interviews were conducted by Marilyn H. Immel on May
17, 1981. Ms. Iumel was born in 1943 in Wichita, Kansas. She received a
bachelor's degree in Russian language and literature from Northwestern
University in 1965. While raising two children she was actively involved
with the League of Women Voters in Springfield, TIllincis, working
primarily in the areas of election laws and government, In 1977 she
returned to school in order to pursue a master's degree in political
science, She has been associated with the Oral History Office of
Sangamon State University from January of 1981 to August, 1983,

Jackie Barnes transcribed the tapes and, after the transcriptions were
edited by Ms. Immel and reviewed by Mr. Immel, Linda Jett prepared the
typescript. Florence Hardin compiled the index. Francie Staggs and
Carol Marshall assisted in the pre-interview research. Marilyn TImmel
supervised the artwork, photographic layout and production. The Tllineois
State Historical Library provided valuable assistance in the research
effort.

This oral history may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without written permission from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State
University, Springfield, Illinois 62708.




JOSEPH IMMEL

May 17, 1981, Tape 1, Side 1

Q: Can you tell me about your political background and how you got into
Republican politics?

A: T was a student at Georgetown University in Washington D.C. and after
I left the college department, I went into the law school. And at the
time I was 1in law school, there were many changes in government coming
about through the early days of the so-called, '"New Deal," under
Roosevelt, who was elected in 1932, That was the year T entered law
school. I became very interested in what was happening on Capitol Hill
and I did dehate "New Deal" issues while in law school., While debating
these ''New Deal" issues with my peers and with others from other law
schools, I came to realize that the direction of the country, if all
these policies would be carried out, would tend to be socialistie. It
remains to be seen whether my feelings of those days can be compared to
the results today, but T think it's quite obvious that we did set
ourselves out in a new direction which was, in my opinion, a wroug
direction. So, I took a very strong interest in national politics, and I
had no interest at all in local politics because 1 knew nothing about it.

After T left law school, I might say at that particular time, Roosevelt
tried to pack the Supreme Court. There was a lot of debate on Capitol
Hill; I attended a lot of these debates. I attended hearings of the
Supreme Court when "New Deal" issues were determined such as the NRA
case, and I came to the conclusion that I had to do something about this
if T wanted to change the direction of the country. And as a young man
and full of ideals, why, I went home with that in my mind. 1 came home
and 1 found the Republican party in complete disrepair and everybody I




talked to was either taking a job with the government or they were trying
to get on some kind of a relief role or whatever,

Q: And what year was that when you returned to Chicago?

A: I didn't come out of law school directly home, I stayed 1in
washington for awhile and I intended to stay down East, but my father
asked me to return home so I did not take the bar until the spring of
1936, and I was admitted to practice in June of 1936, in Illinois. And
while I was studying for the bar and while I was trying to assist my
father in his office, I got ilaterested in fiuding out what was going on
in Chicago and in my home community. T found that everybody was catering
to the Great White Father, whoever that might be, whether it was in the
White House or in the mayor's chair or the ward committeeman at the local
level. Everybody was trying to get something for nothing because they
were all in terrible financial condition, and this was anathema to me. T
became active politically and I became a Republican. TIn 1936 1 joined
the Republican party as a Young Republican and wore the sunflower of AlLf
Landon and went down LaSalle Street into my office and T was probably
. . well, in my own community they called me the last of the
Republicans,

All of my neighbors, including my immediate neighbor next door, were
Democrats at that time, and the fellow next door to me, Mr. Link, ran for
Congress and became a congressman, and they offered me positioms.
Courtney was state's attorney and they said they would make me an
assistant state's attorney if I would turn Democrat and they gave me some
offers to get me off their back because I was preaching the gospel of
return to fundamental principles of government. T came to konow a man by
the name of .James C, Moreland, who was then the Republican committeeman
of the TForty-first Ward in Chicago. And as a Republican committeeman,
he's elected by the electorate just as committeemen downstate are in
their various counties, and we had a large ward which was equivalent to a
county downstate, I became a precinct captain, not only one precinct,
but several, and I became active and I did everything I could to try to
change the direction of national government.

But in doing this I was stepping on a lot of local toes, political toes.
As a result of that I created enemies as any man would, and at that time
I was at the ripe old age of twenty-four years. Of course, they treated
me as just a punk kid out of law school, but all of a sudden they found
out that T was creating a little turmoil for them in the Democatic
party's Forty-first Ward. One thing led to another and it got to he a
series of events which are not of great importance at this particular
time, but the fellow who was alderman of the ward at that time was a man
who used his office to a great extent for his own business and his own
affluence. He's long gone. We're not going to mention names, but he was
rather an arrogant man and there were a series of incidents.

I represented one of the subway contractors when the subways were heing
built in Chicago. 1 represented a man that helped organize this company,
as a matter of fact, that built some of the stations on State Street and
took the subway out of the ground. And I had to deal with the city
council in Chicago because they were partially responsible for some of
the money being spent. The rest of it came through the federal funds




under the Department of the Interior under Harold Tckes, who was a man
from Wilmette. He and then Mayor Kelly of Chicago did not get along very
well., TIckes put Joshua D. Esposito in charge of Federal Public Works
spending in Chicago to be sure the money was properly used, and they had
a special assistant corporation counsel by the name of Bill Sexton who
was a fine old gentleman, and he was in charge of seeing that the
legalese of the city of Chicago was in good shape for all payments of
monies.

And through this relationship I ran into the alderman of my ward and the
finance committee of the city council who were then known pretty much as
the 01d Gray Wolves. When I went for funds for my construction company,
to pay the city's end of it, why, they were fumbling around. The
chairman of the committee wasn't about to allow anything to happen, but
it so happened the alderman of my ward said, after I had an appropriation
approved, that he was going to have me crawl on my hands and knees to
him. I told him that, "I don't know who the next alderman of the Forty-
first is, but you're not." 1 went home to my committeeman, Moreland, and
I said, "Listen, we've got to get this fellow out of office." He said,
"Well, try to find me a candidate." Well, I went up and down the ward
looking for a candidate. Well, you know what happens when you make
enough speeches; you become the candidate, and that's what happened to
Joe Tmmel,

So, at the time T was thirty years old; I was running for office and
before T was thirty-one I was elected alderman of the Forty-first Ward,
and that's the way I started in politics. That's the background. After
that I was in local politics up to my elbows, and I was one of the
minority alderman of the c¢ity council, one of the so-—called, "young
fellows" in the council, and this happened in 1947. And that's the way I
got my political base.

While I was there I became interested in the future of the Republican
party 1in Cook County, and I knew many of these people and some 1
respected and others 1 questioned their political motives. I think they
were all solid Republicans, but Chicago has an envious record for heing
the city of clout, and a lot of our Republicans were dealing with these
Democrats over a period of years on a trading basis. The word clout I
suppose 1s not distinctive to Chicago, but it's well-known among
politicians that Chicago always has been a city of clout. And it bothered
me when some of the men who were running the party in Cook County decided
that Bill Erickson, who was then president of the Cook County Board,
[should run for governor of Illinois}. Bill came from Evanston and he
was what is known as a country town commissioner. At that time we had
five from outside the city and ten from the city. It's changed now in
numbers, but at any rate, that's the way the ratio was at that time. And
Bill was elected president of the [Cook] County Board as well as the
commissioner from the country towns; he was a highly respected member of
‘the commission and he was my friend and I liked him. However, T told
Bill that I didn't like his company, and I was disturbed about all of
this and my committeeman said, "I've got to support Bill Erickson. I
have too many jobs with him in the county of Cook, and if I don't support
him," he said, "I'll probably lose the jobs." I said, "Well, if you're
going to support him, I've got to think about another avenue,”" I said.
Then of course, they all thought I was a little bit previous in my time




in life, but I decided to make my move then if I was going to make it at
all,

And about that time, one of my colleagues 1in the city council was a
Republican committeeman of the then Forty-fifth Ward, Charles J., Fleck.
And Charlie Fleck was a very, very able politician and he still is, even
at this time of his life, and he's now past seventy years of age-~he
still is a very, very knowledgeable politician and a good one. And I'm
gure that Charlie, like myself, had enemies. And one day he told me, he
says, '"You know, I think Stratton is coming on the scene as a candidate,”
and he said, "I'm thinking of taking over his campaign; what do you think
about it?" And I said, "Charlie, if you make the move, T1'll join you,"
And that's the way 1 got into the Stratton campaign.

Charlie became his campaign manager and I was the assistant and T had a
full time, full-blown law practice going with my father, and of course
that presented a problem, T had to sit down and talk to Dad about it
because, besides my city council duties which 1 could not neglect--and
they were very extensive because I had one of the largest growing wards
in the city of Chicago, with a lot of problems; I was trying to meet them
and I thought I did--I had the additional obligation of running a law
practice. So [Dad] assumed a greater burden of the work, which was a
little bit unfair of me, so I could spend more time organizing Cook
County for Stratton,

Charlie had more of a statewide approach to the job than I did. My big
job was to try to do the job in Chicago. At that particular time the
only ward committeeman that made the break was Fleck, and a ward
committeeman has power because of jobs. As an alderman I had no jobs. A
Republican alderman in the city of Chicago has no patronage at all except
his secretary, and I don't consider that patronage. At any rate . . .

Q: Excuse me, what was it that attracted you to Stratton? There were a
number of other possibilities. Why did you and Charlie Fleck choose
Stratton?

A: I had a few talks with him before I made my move, I might say that.
But I knew about Bill Stratton. First of all, Stratton had a name; name
recognition that very few politicians have. His father had been
secretary of state in Illinois at one time. And Bill, as a very young
man, went from town to town with his father, and his father was a great
campaigner. They came out of the Waukegan area, Lake County, Illinois
which is north of Chicago, as you know. And he traveled the state with
his father. He could walk into towns and walk into a drug store or a
gasoline station or a church or a pool hall and they'd all say, "Hello
Bill, how are you?" Well, first of all, that gave him name recognition.

The other thing about it, Bill is a very dedicated politician. He's a
knowledgeable man., I think he's probably as knowledgeable about state
government as any man that I've talked to in all the years that I've
known state government. He also had been state treasurer and a
congressman. L haven't talked to them all, that's for sure, but 1've
talked to enough to know that Bill Stratton has a feel for politics and a
feel for government. And he did know Illinois government; he did know
the people. That was the number-one thing., There were two things,
recognition and kaowledge.




The other thing that T liked about him was his easy manner of approach.
He did not set up a kitchen cabinet around him or any political
organization that was dedicated to trying to rape the state treasury.
Maybe that's a pretty strong statement, but I think some had that in
mind, iu running for office., He was oriented in the direction of trying
to do a job for the state and also, of course, to further his own
political image, for which you cannot blame him, If you don't have a
little bit of that, why, you shouldn't be running for public office in
the first place.

But at any rate, he was at the right age group. He was my age
approximately at that time; I think Bill was only thirty-seven or thirty-
eight, T was in that range when I decided to make my move. And I could
talk to him as a peer, and we got along fine. The people around him were
all decent people and I had no problems in our relationship at all.

Q: When you say the people around him, who were those people around him
during the campalign as he became involved?

A: Well, he had a treasurer by the name of Chester Todd, and Chester at
that time was in business, Chester's home base at that time--he was in
Cook County—-but I think his home was in Oak Park, I haven't seen
Chester in years and I don't know where he is today. At that time he was
in recreational vehicles and the like; T think he had something to do
with Mercury Motors, the outboard motor people. He was selling those as
a distributor or whatever, and he had other interests, Chester Todd was
a man who understood finances and business and he was Bill's finance man.

And then one of the men at that time who was close to him was Andrew
Fasseas. Andrew Fasseas was the editor of the Greek Star in Chicago and
Andrew was knowledgeable in politics., He was of course, naturally, an
ethnic newspaper editor and a very first-class gentleman. 1 think Andrew
died in Arizona some years ago after his retirement but he and I became
pretty good friends. T met him through Bill.

And then we had Dick Lyons, Richard J. Lyouns, who came from Libertyville,
and Dick became his director of Revenue after election. He was a member
of the cabinet, Richard J. Lyons was a former state senator and quite an
eloquent speaker and good sound guy. He came from Libertyville, as I
said, out here in the unorth section of the state, and he was a great guy.
I got to know Dick. And there were others in there, aad then later on,
others came along.

Ed Casey, who was a former municipal court judge as a Republican in the
old administration when the municipal court was a separate and distinct
court, became active, and Barrett became active, Barrett later became
director of Insurance. And all these men started gravitating toward
Bill.

And about this time 1 was organizing wards in Chicago. 1 set up an
independent organization. I broke from my own organization in the ward
and 1 rented headquarters, set up my own ward office, and T had a better
organization in the Forty-five Ward than the regular organization before
the thing was all over. And I had people coming to me ftom all over,
They wanted a change. People were getting sick and tired of politics as



usual, and Bill seemed 1like a breath of fresh air in the Republican
party. At least that's what I believed and T think most of those who
were following me believed that, And 1 had a real fine organization
built in the Forty-~first Ward and I moved into other wards, much to the
disdain of the committeemen of those wards. They were ready to kill me T
guess, as a politician, if they could.

But about that time Bill Erickson became entangled with an indictment by
the grand jury of Cook County. It had to do with . . . the details I do
not know at this present time and I don't think it's important that T
know the details, It's a matter of history and the newspapers have the
clippings from that era. Of course Bill [Erickson] was very unhappy with
my move and Fleck's move, and other things were done to try to get us off
of the course of action, and we went ahead with our work and suddenly
Bill Erickson was in serious trouble., It had to do with payrolls, and
the details I don't think it's important T get into. But anyway, he was
not convicted of this, as I recall the facts. But he did get himself
‘enmeshed., And when you get enmeshed in a thing 1like this it sort of
derails your campaign. In the meantime, Bill Erickson was losing ground
downstate rapidly because a lot of the downstate fellows—~I'm talking
about the committeemen of the wvarious countles--started coming into
Stratton's camp by the dozens. And with a hundred and one counties in
the state at that time (and I guess we still have a hundred and one) I
would say that two-thirds of the counties downstate were for Stratton.

Q: Was there another possible choice besides Stratton . . .

A: Yes, we had a few others who were throwing their hats in the ring,
and many of them were running for other offices, lesser offices, and they
were all trying to tie a ticket together, One thing Stratton did, or
Fleck did, after we got organized, we set up a headquarters down in the
Loop at 30 West Washington, if I recall correctly, We had offices for
many of the candidates who Stratton would like to support. He wanted to
not get into their primaries, but after the primary those who were
nominated all had offices in our headquarters. So we formed a team.

Like Charlie Carpentier who was never given a chance at all to beat Ed
Barrett as secretary of state, He had an office, and I used to go in
Charlie Carpentier's office and sit with him, and he didn't have anybody
around him at all. They didn't think poor Charlie had a chance to win
anything. Well, Charlie wound up being secretary of state, and after he
was elected I couldn't fight my way through the crowd to get to his
office. (laughs) That's just an interesting sidelight.

But anyway, he and I got to be good friends because I used to sit and
commiserate with him about his problems when he was 1n a primary, and of
course as the old story goes, and every politician knows, unless you're
on the ticket, you can't win. Well, he won, and Ed Barrett was a very
popular secretary of state and he beat him by a few hundred votes, T
really don't know--that, of course, is easy to check--but the margin was
50 slim that cverybody went to bed that night and thought Ed Barrett was
gsecretary of state. And the next morning at eight or nine in the morning
when some of these downstate counties started coming in, why, we found
out that Ed Barrett lost the Secretary of State's office to Charlie.


















































































































































































