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PREFACE 

This  o r a l  h i s t o r y  of Joseph  ~ m m e l ' s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
o f  Governor W i l l i a m  G. S t r a t t o n  is  a  p roduc t  o f  "Eyewitness I l l i n o i s , "  a  
program of t h e  O r a l  H i s t o r y  O f f i c e  of Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y .  The 
p r o j e c t  was made p o s s i b l e  i n  p a r t  by a g r a n t  from t h e  I l l i n o i s  Humanities 
Counci l  i n  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Endowment f o r  t h e  Humani t ies ,  
A d d i t i o n a l  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  was provided by C a t e r p i l l a r  T r a c t o r  Company, 
Ar thur  Andersen & Co,, Canteen Corpora t ion ,  Shelby Cullom Davis  
Foundation,  Susan Caoke House T r u s t  and t h e  MacArthur Foundation.  
C e n t r a l  t o  t h i s  program i s  a c o n v i c t i o n  t h a t  t h e  b u s i n e s s  of t h e  governor  
d e s e r v e s  l a r g e r  and b e t t e r  p u b l i c  unders tand ing ,  and t h a t  o r a l  h i s t o r y  
o f f e r s  a d i s t i n c t i v e  way of supp ly ing  it. 

As a law s t u d e n t ,  Joseph I m m e l  had a s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s  
and debated R o o s e v e l t ' s  "New Deal" issues w h i l e  Immel was a  s t u d e n t  a t  
Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y .  H e  hoped t o  change t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  
p o l i t i c s  and became a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Republ ican p a r t y  i n  1936, abou t  t h e  
same t ime he became a p r a c t i c i n g  a t t o r n e y  i n  Chicago, M r .  I m m e l  w a s  a 
Republican p r e c i n c t  c a p t a i n  f o r  Chicago 's  F o r t y - f i r s t  Ward; he  
subsequen t ly  r a n  and w a s  e l e c t e d  alderman i n  1947. I m m e l  j o i n e d  C h a r l e s  
F leck  i n  o r g a n i z i n g  Cook County f o r  W i l l i a m  S t r a t t o n ' s  g u b e r n a t o r i a l  
campaign i n  1952. He w a s  a t t r a c t e d  by S t r a t t o n ' s  name " r e c o g n i t i o n  and 
knowledge." 

Joseph I m m e l  remembers Governor S t r a t t o n ' s  r o l e  i n  s t a r t i n g  t o l l r o a d s ,  a  
h o s p i t a l  sys tem,  and a s ta te  p e r s o n n e l  code. The memoir p a r t i c u l a r l y  
r e f l e c t s  I m m e l ' s  r o l e  as  S t r a t t o n ' s  campaign manager i n  t h e  Chicago a r e a .  

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  shou ld  bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a t r a n s c r i p t  
of t h e  spoken word. I t s  i n f o r m a l ,  c o n v e r s a t i o n a l  s t y l e  r e p r e s e n t s  a 
d e l i b e r a t e  a t t e m p t  t o  encourage candor  and t o  t a p  t h e  n a r r a t o r ' s  memory. 
However, pe r sons  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  t a p e s  shou ld  unders tand  
t h a t  e d i t o r i a l  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s  produced a t e x t  that d i f f e r s  somewhat from 
the o r i g i n a l  r e c o r d i n g s .  Both t h e  r e c o r d i n g s  and t h i s  t r a n s c r i p t  shou ld  
be regarded as a pr imary h i s t o r i c a l  s o u r c e ,  a s  no e f f o r t  w a s  made t o  
c o r r e c t  o r  c h a l l e n g e  t h e  n a r r a t o r .  The c o n c l u s i o n s  and a s s e r t i o n s  do n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  views of t h e  I l l i n o i s  Humanities Counc i l ,  t h e  
Na t iona l  Endowment f o r  the Humani t ies ,  Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y ,  o r  
o t h e r  sponsors ,  nor  a r e  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  
accuracy  of t h e  memoir. 



The tape  recorded  i n t e r v i e w s  were conducted by M a r i l y n  H. Immel .  on May 
1 7 ,  1981. M s .  I m m e l  was born i n  1943 i n  Wichi ta ,  Kansas. She received a 
bachelor's degree  in Russ ian  language and l i t e r a t u r e  from Northwestern  
U n i v e r s i t y  i n  1965. While r a i s i n g  two c h i l d r e n  she was a c t i v e l y  invo lved  
with t h e  League of Women V o t e r s  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s ,  working 
p r imar i l y  i n  the a r e a s  of e l e c t i o n  laws and government, I n  1 9 7 7  she 
r e t u r n e d  t o  s c h o o l  i n  order  t o  pursue  a m a s t e r ' s  d e g r e e  i n  p o l i t i c a l  
s c i e n c e .  She has been associated with t h e  Oral H i s t o r y  O f f i c e  of 
Sangamon S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  from January  of 1981 t o  August, 1983. 

Jackie Barnes t r a n s c r i b e d  t h e  t a p e s  and, a f t e r  the  t r a n s c r i p t i o n s  were 
e d i t e d  by M s .  Tmmel and reviewed by M r .  I m m e l ,  Linda J e t t  p r e p a r e d  t h e  
t y p e s c r i p t .  Florence Hard in  compiled t h e  index.  F r a n c i e  S taggs  and 
Caro l  Marsha l l  assisted i n  the pre - in te rv iew r e s e a r c h .  Mari lyn I m m e l  
s u p e r v i s e d  the a r t w o r k ,  photographic  layout and product ion.  The Illinois 
State H i s t o r i c a l  Library provided v a l u a b l e  assistance i n  t h e  r e s e a r c h  
e f f o r t .  

T h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  may be read, q u o t e d  and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n u t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, electronic o r  mechanical, 
wi thou t  w r i t t e n  pe rmiss ion  from the Oral History O f f i c e ,  Sangamon S t a t e  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  I l l i n o i s  62708. 



JOSEPH IMMEL 

May 17, 1981, Tape 1, S i d e  1 

Q: Can you t e l l  m e  abou t  your  p o l i t i c a L  background and how you g o t  i n t o  
Republ ican p o l i t i c s ?  

4: I was a s t u d e n t  a t  Georgetown U n i v e r s i t y  i n  Washington D.C. and a f t e r  
I ZeEt t h e  c o l l e g e  depar tment ,  I went i n t o  t h e  law s c h o o l .  And a t  t h e  
time I was i n  LAW s c h o o l ,  t h e r e  were many changes i n  government coming 
abou t  through t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  of t h e  s o - c a l l e d ,  "New Deal ,"  under 
Koosevel t ,  who w a s  elected i n  1932. Tha t  was the year I e n t e r e d  Law 
schooL. I became v e r y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  what was happening on C a p i t o l  H i l l  
and I d i d  dchate " N e w  Deal" i s s u e s  whi le  i n  Law s c h o o l .  While d e b a t i n g  
t hese  "New i)eaL1' issucs w i t h  my p e e r s  and wi th  o t h e r s  from o t h e r  law 
s c h o o l s ,  I came tc~ r e a l i z e  t h a t  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  c o u n t r y ,  if a l l  
t h e s e  p o l i c i e s  would h e  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  would t end  t o  be s o c i a l i s t i c .  I t  
remains t o  be s e e n  whether  my f e e l i n g s  of t h o s e  days  can be compared t o  
t h e  r e s u l - t s  today ,  b u t  I t h l n k  i t ' s  q u i t e  obvious  tha t  we d i d  set 
o u r s e l v e s  o u t  i n  a new d i r e c t i o n  which was, i n  my o p i n i o n ,  a wrong 
d i r e c t i o n .  So, I took a v e r y  s t r o n g  i n t e r e s t  i n  n a t i o n a l  p o l i t i c s ,  and I 
had no i n t e r e s t  a t  a l l  in Local  p o l i t t c s  because  1 knew n o t h i n g  abou t  i t .  

A f t e r  1 l e f t  law s c h o o l ,  I might s a y  a t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime,  Rooseve l t  
t r i e d  t o  pack the Supreme Cour t .  There  was a Lot of d e b a t e  on C a p i t o l  
HiIL; 1 a t t e n d e d  a l o t  of these debates.  1 a t t e n d e d  h e a r i n g s  of t h e  
Supremc Court  when "New Deal" i s s u e s  were determined such as  t h e  NRA 
c a s e ,  and  I came t o  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  I had t o  do something about t h i s  
i f  1 wanted t o  change t i le  d i r e c t i o n  of t h e  coun t ry .  And as a young man 
and f u l l  of i d e a l s ,  why, 1 went home w i t h  t h a t  i n  my mind. I came home 
and  1 found the  l tepublican p a r t y  i n  complete  d i s r e p a i r  and everybody I 



t a l k e d  to  was e i t h e r  t a k i n g  a job  w i t h  t h e  government o r  they  were t r y i n g  
t o  g e t  on some kind of a r e l i e f  r o l e  o r  whatever .  

Q: And what y e a r  was t h a t  when you r e t u r n e d  t o  Chicago? 

A: 1 d i d n ' t  come o u t  of law s c h o o l  d i r e c t l y  home. 7: s t a y e d  i n  
Washington f o r  awhi le  and I i n t e n d e d  t o  s t a y  down East, b u t  my f a t h e r  
asked me t o  r e t u r n  home s n  I d i d  n o t  t a k e  t h e  bar un t i l .  t h e  s p r i n g  of 
1936, and I was a d m i t t e d  t o  p r a c t i c e  i n  June  oE 1936, i n  I l l i n o i s .  And 
w h i l e  I was s t u d y i n g  f o r  t h e  har and w h i l e  I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  a s s i s t  my 
f a t h e r  i n  h i s  o f f i c e ,  I g o t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i n d i n g  o u t  what was going on 
i n  Chicago and i n  my home commurlity. I found t h a t  everybody was c a t e r i n g  
t o  t h e  G r e a t  White F a t h e r ,  whoever t h a t  might he ,  whether i t  was i n  t h e  
White House o r  i n  t h e  mayor 's  chair  o r  t h e  ward committeeman a t  the  Local  
Level .  Everybody was t r y i n g  t o  g e t  something f o r  no th ing  because  they 
were a l l  i n  t e r r i b l e  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n ,  and this was anathema t o  me. 1 
became a c t i v e  p o l i t i c a l l y  and I became a Republ ican.  I n  1936 1 j o i n e d  
t h e  Republ ican p a r t y  as a Young Republ ican and wore the sunf lower  of ALf 
Landon and went down LaSaLLe S t r e e t  i n t o  my o f f i c e  and T was probab ly  
. . . w e l l ,  i n  my own community they c a l l e d  me t h e  l a s t  of the 
Republ icans .  

All of my n e i g h b o r s ,  i n c l u d i n g  my immediate neighbor  nex t  cloor, were 
Democrats a t  t h a t  t ime ,  and t h e  f e l l o w  n e x t  door  t o  me, M r .  Link, r a n  f u r  
Congress  and became a congressman, and they  o f f e r e d  me p o s i t i n n s .  
Courtney was s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  and they s a i d  they would make me an 
a s s i s t a n t  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  i f  I would t u r n  Democrat and they gave m e  some 
o f f e r s  t o  g e t  me o f f  t h e i r  back because  I was p reach ing  t h e  g o s p e l  of 
r e t u r n  to  fundamental  p r i n c i p l e s  of government. 1 came t u  know a man 1)y 
t h e  name of  James C. Moreland,  who was t h e n  t h e  Republ ican cornmittceman 
of t h e  F o r t y - f i r s t  Ward i n  Chicago. And as a Republ ican committeeman, 
h e ' s  e l e c t e d  by t h e  e l e c t o r a t e  j u s t  a s  committeemen downs ta te  a r e  i n  
t h e i r  v a r i o u s  c o u n t i e s ,  and we had a large ward which w a s  e q u i v a l e n t  t o  a 
coun ty  downs ta te .  I became a p r e c i n c t  c a p t a i n ,  not  o n l y  one p r e c i n c t ,  
b u t  s e v e r a l ,  and 1 became a c t i v e  and I d i d  e v e r y t h i n g  1 coul.d t o  t r y  to 
change t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of n a t i o n a l  government. 

But i n  do ing  t h i s  I was s t e p p i n g  on a l o t  of l o c a l  t o e s ,  p o l i t i c a l  t o e s .  
A s  a r e s u l t  of t h a t  I c r e a t e d  enemies a s  any man would, and at t h a t  t ime  
7: was a t  t h e  r i p e  o l d  age  of  twenty-four y e a r s .  O f  c o u r s e ,  they  t r e a t e d  
me as j u s t  a  punk k i d  o u t  of law s c h o o l ,  bu t  a l l  of a sudden t h e y  found 
ou t  t h a t  I was c r e a t i n g  a  l i t t l e  t u r m o i l  f o r  them i n  t h e  Dernucatic 
p a r t y ' s  F o r t y - f i r s t  Ward. One t h i n g  l e d  t o  a n o t h e r  and i t  g o t  t o  he a 
s e r i e s  of e v e n t s  which a r e  n o t  of g r e a t  importance  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  
t ime ,  bu t  t h e  f e l l o w  who was alderman of t h e  ward at t h a t  t ime was a mall 
who used h i s  o f f i c e  t o  a great  e x t e n t  f o r  h i s  own b u s i n e s s  and his own 
a f f l u e n c e .  He's long  gone. We're n o t  go ing  t o  mention names, b u t  h e  was 
r a t h e r  an a r r o g a n t  man and t h e r e  were a series of i n c i d e n t s .  

1 r e p r e s e n t e d  one of t h e  subway c o n t r a c t o r s  when t h e  subways were b e i n g  
b u i l t  i n  Chicago. I r e p r e s e n t e d  a man t h a t  helped o r g a n i z e  t h i s  company, 
as a  m a t t e r  of f a c t ,  t h a t  b u i l t  some of the s t a t i o n s  on S t a t e  S t r e e t  and 
took t h e  subway o u t  of t h e  ground. And 1 had t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  c i t y  
c o u n c i l  i n  Chicago because  t h e y  were p a r t i a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  some uE 
t h e  money being s p e n t .  The rest u f  i t  came through the f e d e r a l  funds  



u n d e r  t h e  llepartrnerzt of t h e  I n t e r i o r  u n d e r  Harold 'Ickes, who was a man 
from Wi-lmette. H e  and t h e n  Mayor Ke l ly  of Chicago d l d  no t  g e t  a long  very  
w e l l .  I c k e s  put  Joshua  D. E s p o s i t o  in  c h a r g e  of Federa l  P u b l i c  Works 
spend ing  i n  Chicago t o  h e  s u r e  the  money was p r o p e r l y  used,  and t h e y  had 
a s p e c i a l  a s s i s t a n t  c o r p o r a t i o n  counse l  by t h e  name of B i l l  Sexton who 
w a s  a f i n e  o l d  gentleman, and h e  was i n  charge  of s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e  
l e g a l e s e  of t h e  c i t y  of Chicago was i n  good shape f o r  a l l  payments of 
monies. 

And through t h f s  r e l a t i o n s h f p  I r a n  i n t o  t h e  alderman of my ward and t h e  
f i n a n c e  committee of t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l  who were t h e n  known p r e t t y  much as  
t h e  Old Gray Wolves. When I went f o r  funds  f o r  my c o n s t r u c t i o n  company, 
t o  pay t h e  c i t y ' s  end of i t ,  why, t h e y  were fumbling around. The 
chairman of t h e  committee wasn ' t  about  t o  a l l o w  a n y t h t n g  t o  happen, b u t  
i t  s o  happened t h e  alderman of my ward s a i d ,  a f t e r  I had a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  
approved,  t h a t  h e  was going t o  have m e  crawl on my hands  and knees  t o  
him. I t o l d  him t h a t ,  "I d o n ' t  know who t h e  n e x t  alderman of t h e  Forty- 
f l r s t  i s ,  b u t  y o u ' r e  not."  I went home t o  my committeeman, Moreland, and 
I s a i d ,  " L i s t e n ,  we've g o t  t o  g e t  t h l s  f e l l o w  o u t  of of £ ice ."  H e  salld, 
"We1 1, t r y  t o  f i n d  m e  a c a n d i d a t e , "  Well, I went up and down t h e  ward 
looking for a c a n d i d a t e .  Well, you know what happens when you make 
enough speeches ;  you become t h e  c a n d i d a t e ,  and t h a t ' s  what happened t o  
.Joe Immel. 

So, a t  t h e  t ime  I was t h i r t y  y e a r s  o l d ;  1 w a s  running f o r  o f f i c e  and 
b e f o r e  I was t h i r t y - o n e  I was e l e c t e d  alderman of t h e  F o r t y - f i r s t  Ward, 
and t h a t ' s  t h e  way I s t a r t e d  i n  p o l i t i c s .  T h a t ' s  t h e  background. A f t e r  
t h a t  I was i n  l o c a l  p o l i t i c s  up t o  my elbows, and I: w a s  one of t h e  
m i n o r i t y  alderman of t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l ,  one of t h e  s o - c a l l e d ,  "young 
fe l lows"  i n  the  c o u n c i l ,  and t h i s  happened i n  1947, And t h a t ' s  the  way I 
g o t  my p o l i t i c a l  base .  

While I w a s  t h e r e  1 became i n t e r e s r e d  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  of t h e  Republ jcan 
p a r t y  i n  Cook County, and I knew many of t h e s e  peap le  and some I 
r e s p e c t e d  and o t h e r s  I q u e s t i o n e d  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  mot ives .  I t h i n k  t h e y  
were a l l  s o l i d  Republ icans ,  bu t  Chicago h a s  a n  env tous  record  f o r  be ing  
t h e  c i t y  of c l o u t ,  and a l o t  of o u r  Republ icans  were d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e s e  
Democrats over  a p e r i o d  of y e a r s  on a t r a d i n g  b a s i s .  The word c l o u t  I 
suppose is nut  distinctLve t o  Chicago, b u t  i t ' s  well-known among 
p o l i t i c i a n s  t h a t  Chlcago always h a s  been a c i t y  of c l o u t .  And i t  bo thered  
m e  when same of t h e  men who were runn lng  the  p a r t y  i n  Cook County dec ided  
t h a t  B i l l  E r ickson ,  who was t h e n  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  Cook County Board, 
[ shou ld  run  f o r  governor  of I l l i n o i s ] .  B i l l  came from Evanston and he 
was what i s  known as a c o u n t r y  town commissioner.  A t  t h a t  t lme we had 
f i v e  from outs fde  t h e  city and t e n  from t h e  c i t y ,  I t ' s  changed now i n  
numbers, b u t  a t  any r a t e ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e  r a t i o  w a s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  And 
B i l l  was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  [Cook] County Board as w e l l  as t h e  
commlssioaer from t h e  c o u n t r y  towns; he was a h i g h l y  r e s p e c t e d  member of 
t h e  commission and h e  w a s  my f r i e n d  and I l i k e d  him. However, I t o l d  
B i l l  t h a t  X d i d n ' t  l l k e  h i s  company, and I w a s  d i s t u r b e d  about  a l l  of 
t h i s  and my committeeman s a i d ,  " I ' v e  g o t  t o  s u p p o r t  Bill Erickson.  I 
have t o o  many jobs  wi th  hlm i n  t h e  coun ty  of Cook, and i f  I d o n ' t  s u p p o r t  
him," he s a i d ,  " I ' l l  probab ly  l o s e  the jobs." I s a i d ,  "Well, if y o u ' r e  
going t o  s u p p o r t  him, I 've  g o t  t o  t h i n k  abou t  another  avenue," I sa-id. 
Then of c o u r s e ,  t h e y  a l l  thought  I was a l i t t l e  b i t  p r e v i o u s  i n  my t i m e  



i n  life, b u t  I d e c i d e d  to make my move t h e n  i f  I w a s  going t o  make i t  a t  
a l l .  

And about  t h a t  t i m e ,  one  of my c o l l e a g u e s  i n  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c l l  was a 
Republ ican committeeman of t h e  t h e n  For ty-f - i f th  Ward, C h a r l e s  J ,  Fleck. 
And C h a r l i e  F leck  was a very ,  v e r y  a b l e  p o l i t i c i a n  and he s t i l l .  is ,  even 
a t  t h i s  t i m e  of h i s  l i f e ,  and h e ' s  now p a s t  seven ty  years of age--he 
s t i l l  is  a v e r y ,  v e r y  knowledgeable p o l i t i c i a n  and a  good one. And I'm 
sure t h a t  C h a r l i e ,  l i k e  myse l f ,  had enemies.  And one day he t o l d  me, he  
says,  "You know, I t h i n k  S t r a t t o n  is  coming on t h e  scene as a c a n d i d a t e , "  
and h e  s a i d ,  " I ' m  t h i n k i n g  of t a k i n g  over  h i s  campaign; what do you t h i n k  
about i t ? "  And I s a i d ,  "Char l j e ,  i f  you make t h e  tnove, 1'11 j o i n  you." 
And t h a t ' s  t h e  way I g o t  i n t o  t h e  S t r a t t o n  campaign. 

Char1i.e became h i s  carnpalgn manager and I w a s  t h e  a s s i s t a n t  and 7: had a 
f u l l  t ime,  fu l l -b lown law p r a c t i c e  going w-Lth my f a t h e r ,  and of c o u r s e  
t h a t  p r e s e n t e d  a problem. I had t o  sit down and t a l k  t o  Dad about 1 t 
hecause ,  b e s i d e s  my c i t y  c o u n c i l  d u t i e s  which 1 cou ld  not  neglect--and 
t h e y  were very e x t e n s i v e  because  I had one of t h e  l a r g e s t  growing wards 
i n  t h e  c i t y  of Chicago, w i t h  a l o t  of problems; I was t r y i n g  t o  meet them 
and I thought  I did--I had t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  o b l i g a t i - o n  of running a law 
p r a c t i c e .  So [Dad] assumed a g r e a t e r  burden of t h e  work, which was a 
l i t t l e  b i t  u n f a t r  of me, so  I c o u l d  spend more t ime o r g a n i z i n g  Cook 
County f o r  S t r a t  ton .  

C h a r l i e  had more of a s t a t e w i d e  approach t o  t h e  job t h a n  I d i d .  My b i g  
job w a s  t o  t r y  t o  do t h e  job i n  Ch-icago, A t  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  t ime t h e  
o n l y  ward cominltteeman t h a t  made t h e  b reak  was FLeck, and a ward 
committeeman h a s  power because  of jobs .  A s  a n  alderman I had no j o b s ,  A 
Republ ican alderman i n  t h e  c i t y  of Chicago h a s  no pa t ronage  a t  a l l  excep t  
h i s  s e c r e t a r y ,  and I d o n ' t  c o n s i d e r  t h a t  pat ronage.  A t  any r a t e  , . . 
Q: Excuse m e ,  what w a s  i t  tha t  a t - t r a c t e d  you to S t r a t t o n ?  There  were a 
number of o t h e r  p o s s l b i l i t i e a .  Why d i d  you and C h a r l i e  Fleck choose 
S t r a t t o n ?  

A :  I had a few talks wLth him before I made my move, I mi-ght say t h a t .  
But I knew about  R i l l  S t r a t t o n .  F i r s t  of a l l ,  S r r a t t o n  had a name; name 
r e c o g n i t l o n  t h a t  v e r y  few p o l ~ t l c i a n s  have. His f a t h e r  had been 
s e c r e t a r y  uf s t a t e  in I l l i n o i s  a t  one t i m e ,  And B i l l ,  as a v e r y  young 
man, went from town t o  town w i t h  h t s  f a t h e r ,  and h l s  father was a great 
campaigner:. They came o u t  of t h e  Waukegan a r e a ,  Lake County, 1 l l i . n o i s  
which i s  n o r t h  of Chicago, as you know, And he t r a v e l e d  t h e  s t a t e  wi th  
h i s  f a t h e r .  H e  could walk i n t o  towns and walk i n t o  a drug s t o r e  o r  a  
g a s o l i n e  s t a t i o n  o r  a church o r  a pool h a l l  and they 'd  a l l  s a y ,   e el lo 
R i l l ,  how are you?11 Well, f i rst  of a l l ,  t h a t  gave him name r e c o g n i t i o n .  

The o t h e r  t h i n g  about  i t ,  B i l l  i s  a v e r y  d e d i c a t e d  p o l i t i c - I a n .  H e ' s  a 
knowledgeable man. I t h i n k  h e ' s  p robab ly  as knowledgeable abollt s t a t e  
government as any man t h a t  I ' v e  t a l k e d  t o  i n  a l l  t h e  y e a r s  t h a t  I ' v e  
known s t a t e  government. H e  also had been state t r e a s u r e r  and a 
congressman. 1 h a v e n ' t  t a l k e d  t o  them a l l ,  t h a t ' s  for s u r e ,  h u t  I ' v e  
t a l k e d  t o  enough t o  know t h a t  R l l l  S t r a t t o n  h a s  a feel f o r  p o l i t i c s  and a 
feel f o r  government. And he d i d  know I l l i n o l s  government; he  d i d  know 
t h e  people .  That w a s  the number-one t h i n g .  There were two t h i n g s ,  
r e c o g n l t i o n  and knowledge. 



T h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  I l i k e d  about  him was h i s  easy  manner of approach.  
He d i d  not  set up a  k i t c h e n  c a b i n e t  around him o r  any p o l i t i c a l  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  was d e d i c a t e d  t o  t r y i n g  t o  rape  t h e  s t a t e  t r e a s u r y .  
Maybe t h a t ' s  a p r e t t y  s t r o n g  s t a t e m e n t ,  bu t  1 t h i n k  some had t h a t  i n  
m i n d ,  i n  running f o r  o f f i c e .  H e  was o r i e n t e d  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  of t r y i n g  
t o  do a  job f o r  t h e  s t a t e  and a l s o ,  of c o u r s e ,  t o  f u r t h e r  h i s  own 
p o l i t i c a l  image, f o r  which you cannot  blame him. I f  you d o n ' t  have a 
l i t t l e  b i t  of t h a t ,  why, you s h o u l d n ' t  be running f o r  p u b l i c  o f f i c e  i n  
t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e .  

But a t  any r a t e ,  he was a t  t h e  right age  group. He was my age 
approx imate ly  a t  t h a t  t ime;  I t h i n k  R i l l  was on ly  t h i r t y - s e v e n  o r  t h i r t y -  
e i g h t .  1 was i n  t h a t  range when I dec ided  t o  make my move. And I cou ld  
t a l k  t o  him as a p e e r ,  and we g o t  a l o n g  f i n e .  The people  around him were 
a l l  decen t  people  and I had no problems i n  our  r e l a t i o n s h i p  a t  a l l . .  

Q: When you s a y  t h e  people  around him, who were t h o s e  peop le  around him 
d u r i n g  t h e  campaign a s  he became invo lved?  

A: Well, he had a t r e a s u r e r  by t h e  name of C h e s t e r  Todd, and C h e s t e r  a t  
t h a t  t ime was i n  b u s i n e s s .  C h e s t e r ' s  home b a s e  a t  t h a t  time--he was i n  
Cook County--but 1 t h i n k  h i s  home was i n  Oak Park.  T h a v e n ' t  s e e n  
C h e s t e r  i n  y e a r s  and I d o n ' t  know where h e  is today. A t  t h a t  t ime he  was 
i n  r e c r e a t i o n a l  v e h i c l e s  and t h e  l i k e ;  1 t h i n k  he  had something t o  do 
w i t h  Mercury Motors, t h c  ou thoard  motor people .  H e  was s e l l i n g  t h o s e  as 
a  d i s t r i b u t o r  or  whatever ,  and he had o t h e r  i n t e r e s t s .  C h e s t e r  Todd was 
a man who unders tood f i n a n c e s  and b u s i n e s s  and he  was B i l  L's f i n a n c e  man. 

And then  one of t h e  men a t  t h a t  time who w a s  c l o s e  t o  him was Andrew 
Fasseas .  Andrew Fasseas  was t h e  e d i t o r  of t h e  Greek S t a r  i n  Chicago and 
Andrew was knowledgeable i n  p o l i t i c s .  He was of c o u r s e ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  a n  
e t h n i c  newspaper e d i t o r  and a very  f i r s t - c l a s s  gentleman. 1 t h i n k  Andrew 
d ied  i n  Arizona some y e a r s  ago a f t e r  h i s  r e t i r e m e n t  b u t  h e  and I became 
p r e t t y  good f r  ienda.  I m e t  him through B i l l .  

And then we had Dick  Lyons, Richard J .  Lyons, who came Erom L i b e r t y v i l l e ,  
and Uick became h i s  d i r e c t o r  of Revenue a f t e r  e l e c t i o n .  H e  was a member 
of t h e  c a b i n e t .  Richard J .  Lyons w a s  a  former s t a t e  s e n a t o r  and q u i t e  an  
e l o q u e n t  speaker  and good sound guy. H e  came from L i b e r t y v i l l e ,  as I 
s a i d ,  ou t  here i n  t h e  n o r t h  s e c t i o n  of t h e  s t a t e ,  and he w a s  a  g r e a t  guy. 
I g o t  t o  know Dick. And t h e r e  were o t h e r s  i n  t h e r e ,  and then  l a t e r  on, 
t ~ t h e r s  came a long .  

Ed Casey,  who was a former municipal  c o u r t  judge as  a Republ ican i n  t h e  
o l d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  when t h e  munic ipa l  c o u r t  was a s e p a r a t e  and d i s t i n c t  
c o u r t ,  became a c t i v e ,  and B a r r e t t  became a c t i v e .  H a r r e t t  l a t e r  became 
d i r e c t o r  of  Insurance. And a l l  t h e s e  men s t a r t e d  g r a v i t a t i n g  toward 
H i L  L .  

And about  t h i s  t ime I was o r g a n i z i n g  wards i n  Chicago. 1 s e t  up an 
independent  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  I broke from my own o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  ward 
and l r e n t e d  h e a d q u a r t e r s ,  set up my own ward o f f i c e ,  and I had a b e t t e r  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  F o r t y - f i v e  Ward t h a n  t h e  r e g u l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  b e f o r e  
t h e  thing was a l l  o v e r .  And I had peop le  coming t o  m e  from a l l  over .  
They wanted a change.  People  were g e t t i n g  sick and t i r e d  of p o l i t i c s  a s  



u s u a l ,  and R i l l  seemed l i k e  a b r e a t h  of f r e s h  a i r  i n  t h e  Republ ican 
p a r t y .  A t  least t h a t ' s  what I b e l i e v e d  and 1 t h i n k  most of t h o s c  who 
were f o l l o w i n g  m e  b e l i e v e d  t h a t .  And I had a r e a l  f i n e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  
b u i l t  i n  t h e  F o r t y - f i r s t  Ward and I moved i n t o  o t h e r  wards,  much t o  t h e  
d i s d a i n  of t h e  committeemen of those wards. They were ready t o  k i l l  me I 
g u e s s ,  a s  a  p o l i t i c i a n ,  i f  t hey  cou ld .  

But about  t h a t  time B i l k  E r i c k s o n  became en tang led  w i t h  an  i n d i c t m e n t  hy  
t h e  g rand  j u r y  of Cook County. It had t o  do wi th  . . . t h e  d e t a i l s  1 do 
n o t  know a t  t h i s  p r e s e n t  t ime  and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  impor tan t  tha t  7: 
know t h e  d e t a i l s .  I t ' s  a matter of h i s t o r y  and t h e  newspapers have t h e  
c l i p p i n g s  from t h a t  era. O f  c o u r s e  B i l l  [ E r i c k s o n ]  was very unhappy w i t h  
my move and ~ l e c k ' s  move, and o t h e r  t h i n g s  were done t o  t r y  t o  g e t  us  o f f  
of  t h e  c o u r s e  of a c t i o n ,  and we went ahead w i t h  o u r  work and sudden ly  
B i l l  E r i ckson  w a s  i n  s e r i o u s  t r o u b l e .  It had t o  do wi th  p a y r o l l s ,  and 
t h e  d e t a i l s  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  i m p o r t a n t  I g e t  i n t o .  Hut anyway, he  was 
n o t  c o n v i c t e d  of t h i s ,  a s  I r e c a l l  t h e  fac t s .  Rut he d i d  g e t  himself 
enmeshed. And when you g e t  enmeshed i n  a t h i n g  l i k e  t h i s  it s o r t  of 
d e r a i l s  your campaign. I n  t h e  meantime, R i l l  E r i ckson  was l o s i n g  ground 
downs ta te  r a p i d l y  because  a l o t  of t h e  downs ta te  fellows--I 'm t a l k i n g  
abou t  t h e  committeemen of t h e  v a r i o u s  c o u n t i e s - s t a r t e d  coming i n t o  
S t r a t t o n ' s  camp by t h e  dozens. And w i t h  a hundred and one c o u n t i e s  i n  
t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h a t  time (and I g u e s s  we s t i l l  have a hundred and one)  I 
would s a y  t h a t  two- th i rds  of t h e  c o u n t i e s  downs ta te  were Eor S t r a t  ton .  

Q: Was t h e r e  a n o t h e r  p o s s i b l e  c h o i c e  b e s i d e s  S t r a t t o n  . . . 
A :  Yes, w e  had a few o c h e r s  who were throwing t h e i r  h a t s  i n  t h e  r i n g ,  
and many of  them were runn ing  f o r  o t h e r  o f f  ices ,  Lesse r  o f f  i c e s ,  and they  
were a l l  t r y i n g  t o  t i e  a t i c k e t  t o g e t h e r .  One t h i n g  S t r a t t o n  d i d ,  o r  
Fleck d i d ,  a f t e r  we  g o t  o r g a n i z e d ,  w e  set up a h e a d q u a r t e r s  down i n  t h e  
Loop a t  30 West Washington, if I r e c a l l  c o r r e c t l y .  We had o f f i c e s  f o r  
many of t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  who S t r a t t o n  would l i k e  t o  s u p p o r t .  He wanted t o  
n o t  g e t  i n t o  t h e i r  p r i m a r i e s ,  b u t  a f t e r  t h e  pr imary t h o s e  who were 
nominated a l l  had o f f i c e s  i n  o u r  h e a d q u a r t e r s .  So we formed a team. 

Like C h a r l i e  C a r p e n t i e r  who was never  g i v e n  a chance a t  a l l  t o  hea t  Ed 
B a r r e t t  as s e c r e t a r y  of  s t a t e .  H e  had a n  o f f i c e ,  and  I used t o  go i n  
C h a r l i e  C a r p e n t i e r ' s  o f f i c e  and s i t  w i t h  him, and he d i d n ' t  have anybody 
around him a t  all. They d i d n ' t  t h i n k  poor C h a r l i e  had a chance to  win 
a n y t h i n g .  Well, C h a r l i e  wound up b e i n g  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ,  and a f t e r  lle 
w a s  e l e c t e d  I. c o u l d n ' t  f i g h t  my way through t h e  crowd t o  g e t  t o  h i s  
of E ice. (Laughs)   hat's j u s t  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  s i d e l i g h t .  

But anyway, he  and I g o t  t o  b e  good f r i e n d s  because  I used t o  s i t  and 
cornmiserate w i t h  h im abou t  h i s  problems when he was i n  a pr imary ,  and oE 
c o u r s e  as t h e  o l d  s t o r y  goes ,  and e v e r y  p o l i t i c i a n  knows, u n l e s s  y o u ' r e  
on t h e  t i c k e t ,  you c a n ' t  win. Well, he won, and Ed B a r r e t t  was a ve ry  
popu la r  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  and he b e a t  him by a few hundred v o t e s ,  I 
r e a l L y  d o n ' t  know--that, of c o u r s e ,  i s  easy t o  check--but t h e  margin was 
s o  slim t h a t  cveryhody went to  bed t h a t  n i g h t  and thought  Ed Barrett  w r ~ s  
secre tary  of s ta te .  And t h e  nex t  morning a t  e i g h t  or n i n e  i n  t h e  morning 
when some of t h e s e  downs ta te  c o u n t i e s  s t a r t e d  coming i n ,  why, we found 
o u t  t h a t  Ed B a r r e t t  Lost t h e  S e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ' s  o f f i c e  t o  C h a r l i e .  






















































































































