


Jcseph V. Rachunas, Sprinsfield, Illinois, S e p h c i b r  18, 1987. 

A: At the t h  of being on the Judiciary m t t e e ,  at the th I 
thought one of the mjor  me^ was the rewrite of the Judicial Article, 
the hpead-rmE?nt of judges. I was hoping that the Judicial Inquiry 
Boardwouldhave~mreimpact .  oVertheyears, i t ~ l ~ t h @  
~ Q u r t h a s ~ l e d i t u p a g a F n a n d i t w a s f i o t ~ t h a t ~  
Srpmm Qourt rule the Judicial Inquiry Board. I say t h i s  because I'm 
the prima sponsor for it, It just galls ms that we tried ta get the 
caurt system out of monitor- themselves. It ended up right back in 
crur hands again, only mybe a little higher rather than the way it was 
before. 

Anrmal ;sessions, I thought was a nlajor a d n i ~ ; ~ ~ ,  working 
in state gwernlwmt I lzcrw find that anraxal sessions are probably 
needed for laws and etc., but I think the legislators can probably 

this without a mt i tu t iona l  m e .  Rather than doing a 
budget for each agency ea& year, if they did budgets a m y  two years, 
maybe came in w i t h  supplemental budgets an the off year or smethhg 
to that effect, because a tremmdous zunaunt of people that are working 
areanjustbudgets* I m ,  a u r ~ t h a s ~ ~ h u n d r e d a n d  

people in the gmeraJ. office. I venture to say that, probably, 
a good eighty to ninety people out of that are workbq on budgets. 
They just finished one. They get a me-month respite Elnd then they 
are back to develaping another m e t .  

A: Departfment of Mental Health. It ust seems liks we mer 3cncrw 
w h t h r  we've got the mney to play w 1 to welop additional 
progrmas. Are we losirq mmy? Do we have to cutback on s a ~  of the 
progreuaa ard w i c e s ?  So, I think that the aImml sessions are glmt 
because, ycnr know, God knaws that laws have to be charqed. Sawthing 
newmight a r e u p  that has t obe takencars  of. But, a w e t  is a 
budget.. Thatlsmoney. That happens day in andday aut, you knclw, and 
I )awrw that an has to play gmes and not know what kind of 
mney they axe having frmn year to year. Back in the old days before 
the annual sessions, you had a budget for two years, and you lived 
with that. Sure, ywrnay m short and you go in for a supplemntal 
budget. So, I thhk that is a dratdmzk. Those are really the two 
areas that I think I've, yau knuw, had mre irrvolv~t with cnrer the 
past 



Joseph V. R a w  2 

A: 1% not an a t t o m ,  so therefore, I d m l t  live w i t h  the 
constitution as same of the do. Based m sum of the 

that Mike Madigan said, the speaker of the senate, president 
pro tan of the senate, I guess is a lot mre that is going on 
that I'm not awm of as far as the d t x t i c o l  is cc9lcerned. I 
don% have to deal with it, you knuw. I live by it but I dmlt have 
to deal w i a  it. So, I really can't give y m  a good answer on that. 

A: Well, I'd have to go back to the Judicial E h d  and taks 
it aut of the bards of judges mce again. Well, I guess that was my 
first lcwe, so to speak, so that is really the o m  that I have been 
kitla of watching. Fersomlly, I think I A m t  the constitution in itself 
is still a very viable doammk. I don't see any major dmqes. I'm 
sure that thsre is a a here or there that miqht be able to 
clarify sams of the situatik that mybe are & before 
judicial body to find out if it is comti.tuti& or not. But, I 
can't see major changes that I wmld like to see. 

Q: So, if the vote were held today to call a new cornrerrtim . . . 
A: I1dvwte no. A l w ,  I vmldnlt mind going &being another 
delegate to a cmvention. The experience was just fantastic. 

Q: I n ~ , ~ d o y o u f e e l a b o u t t h e I M n d a t a r y t w e m Q - y e a r  
reconsideration provision? 

A: I think it is good and I think it should be maintained. Nobody 
s a i d ~ t m h a d a c r y g t d l b a l l a r r d ~ l s a i d t h a t w r e c c r u L d l o o k  
into the future. As it was poirrted out, the 1870 -tution just 
COZZldnlt hold up in today's day. God knms what it is go- to be 
~ ~ f m n n c r w w i t h t @ C h n o l o g y a n d ~ t h a t ~ h a p p e n i n g  
so fast. 'Ihere has to be miew. 

Q: T a l k a b a r t m e u m m l l ~ i e n c e .  Whatwerel3lethingE3thatyau 
found most satisfyins and what mre the things that y m  faznd 1- 
satisfy- abcnrt a delegate at the ccrmrerrtim? 

A: Well, I had not hen a political student or politically motivated 
in any way, &age, or £om. The mtim exparim of the 
cmddtutianal mnmticm, I thought as a whole, was that I 
will pmbably llever foqet. O m  of my bad e x p r i - z  mt to 
call it that, was that in in very beginning--because I was me of two 
Republim that was elected out of the city of Chi-, which msans I 
beat the Waley mad.line.lt Well, in the beginning, the very first week 
armnthsthatwemetdcrwnhere, thedumstaterswhi&wwe 
predanhtely Rqpblican figured I'm from mcago, so I1m a m t .  
The amgo -ts knew I was Ibpublican. So, I was never hit& 
to any caucuses, you knew, (laughter) and I finally had to go around 
a r d c c r m e r ~ a n d s a y ,  @'Hey, look, yauknm, Iwantto 
participate ard I really, you 3olaw, want to became a of this 



delegatim hereell So, I guess that was a bad ~ i e n c e  as far as the 
beghnirg is cmcamd, but aftarwards, I gut inta it. 1 guess laot 
being a student of law or the constitution, I had a lot of ettchhg up 
todo* B e i n g c o l t h e J u d i ~ i a r y C m m i t ~ w a s t h e l ~ t t h i n g I ~ t  
1wasgohgtobemracrt:hinganattorney. So, tLihenIdiddosarrwt 
studying for the campaign ard whatnot, the Judicial Article which just 
mcenly had been rewritten at that t h  anyway, I kFnd of pushed that 
me aside, and I didn't eva bthm &ly looking at it. And then 
whenIfcrundwrtIwasontheJudiciaryammittee,  Ihadalrvtof  
catching up to do. So, stxmying amund d trying to do a quick 
study on what happened 2md a t  the Judicial Article is all abcut. 
Wall, of -, at that time, there were scandals. So, the 
appintmnt of judges was a big issue or the election of j*. I 
started out wanting all of the judges to be elected, but I think the 
record w i l l  shaw that I kird of vacillaW between both. I think, I 
=ched a ccanprr;anise between elect- arrd ay?poirrthq sweral judges. 
And, in good amscience, I felt as though I rep- the people 
a t  elects me 

The good times, of course, are %this may sound funrry to you--but 
those m the sessions that we worked in. I man, fighting t h h q  
outinccgIlmitteeforhclursandhCRlrsonend, andt.henindeEending 
thnse pc#ritions in the pmlimFMlry sessions, I found those very 
mjayable. Fkwtrathg at t b ,  but very enjoyable. I really laved 
the pmcess. I don't lmm if I have mwerd your question. 

Q: Yes, ab~~lute ly !  

A: mofWotherthingsWtdi-mewfarm*ment: ion 
was mmemd is themakeup of the delegab. I,  honestly ard 
pxmcmlly, felt that there mre tm a t t o m  and wezle of the 
legislator6--tham m seveml of them ""f, there-- I hmestly think 
that, pogsibly, the atto- mre EK) than the legislators were trying 
bPw+- ' for their am. I have dealt with attoxneyg in 

~ B . e m r l i k . y c u c a n ~ t g e t a ~ .  1thin)r 
attorneys saraet Private - T w l s  j u & q o o f f t h e ~ d t o o m u & .  Ithinkwhat 
they needed is probably scsnebody with the ear to the grwud ancl get 
the feeling of humanism rather than what the law is and what they 
would lh it to see and hcrw the constitution can dmqe, whatever 
they see were the pmblem, A very necessary mil, but I think it was 
prabably just weighted too much on one side, Being on the Judiciary 
Oarranittee and not being an attorney, I think I spwored pxhbly  as 
many if not more amm&mts to the Judicial Article than sane of the 
 at^^ did. But, I think I hopefully used catmr#>n sense. 

Em of Tape One, Side me 
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IBwd J. Reemll, wirrsfield, Illinois, 18, 1987. 

a: Yclu served on which camnittee? 

SeZvedonGeneraLGcmmnmkand 

major specific ~~ of the 

A: Well, I think, what we really did was t a b  us out of an 
agricultural society and put us in an urban society and made the 
cmstitution more flexible, mre moclern for perq?le to bs able to 
mtewim. 1thinkthatwthemost-thing. 1-d 
h a v e l i k e d t o h a v e ~ u s h w s l ~ ~ ~ h i t a n d ~ l i k s t h e  
national constitution in generalities. Rk, clne did go into it ard 
arquedforararmberof mwrthEireal inportantpointsthat 1-t 
w0rem-ssaly. W h e s l w e g c r t : ~ ,  I w a s v e r y p l ~ w i m m e  
comtitutim. ~h being an elected official, -, I find a 
cozzple problem tbElt we sum can --in fact, me of them was one 
that I did get chqed. Hopefully, may be a ccxlple of others. 
But, generally, I t h b k  it was a very g w d  cmstitution. 

Q: What a m  the major ahortccanirgs in the docurrrent? 

A: Well, I said, one very good t hbq  is the fact that you could 
mend it, but unfortunately the of anmdhg is a little tight. 
I M that is a -1em that we are go- to have to face. 
Unforktnately, being an e l m  official, I have a ample of problem 
w i t h  hum rule and a few ather thingrs. Rut, by an3 l w ,  I think the 
hane rule section was good. It certainly was good for our county, the 
caunty of Cook. It wuld be very good, I think, for other wunties if 
they use i t ,  but I've noticed and fcrurd *kt raao3t of the camties have 
n&mdlygme in to tha tgene ra l  formof gwammk, whichfthjnk 
w i l l  help Um in the future. Arrl, I IAhk that they are going to 
have to face up to it. You can't put yaur head in the sand too long. 
It finallykillsycru. I thinkthatwhatwill happen is tha tmreard  
more, the ou~er agencies, gammmhl camties around 
the state of I1 to realize as things change that they 
~ g o i q t o h w e t o g o m t o t h i n g s l j k s h w n e ~ e a n d t h i n g E 1 ~ t  
are spelled mt in the canstituticn have nut faad, as yet. 



A: Well, a couple of pmblem I had, as an elected official, is that 
they chanpd the fee collectim in the cmstilxkion, whi& causes a 
-1- because I collect for all the b x i n ~  bodies in tbs caunty. I 
have a me one h m d r d  and forty-ane taxing bodies, eight 
h- and fifty-nixlewhid~are always current and the others cam in 
nuwastheycan. O n e o f t h e ~ t h a t i t t a u c j h t m a s i s t h e f a c t t h a t  
I have to came up w i t h  all of the collectiaavs and distributians 2urd -. The other taxhq agemies, it doesn't oost apemy for 
man to do M s .  So, it's really hampered th@ rest of the caurrty when 
theycangogetthisbsnsfitandthereismd.largetothenl 
wha-. And, sothenat - ,  iE l tha t i t i spassedmto the  
~ ~ a n d t h e ~ u n i ~ ,  theagenciesaregettingtheinterest 
an the mcaey and That's a real problem. Of caurse, it 
wentantobeat3upmreOourtcase. Thatcausespr&len~. Rrt, 
W~Y, ah€z tiom, as I said, scmae of the things in hmz 
e 1 -d very d e r f  tely thinkt hat a  county as 1- as cur w, that I don't think that they ahculd be able to with 
e l m  officials. I feel very stm-gly that they should be working 
w i t h  thenn d not agahst m. That is a pr&lem t3mt I think that a 
lot  of the CQUTYties will have to face. But those are t h h g ~  that can 
evmhally be dmqed. A t  1- .Ulere is a flexibili* there to do 
: 4. 

Q: If the e l d m  ware held .today, wwld you vote to call for a new 
C[TT]8titutim? 

A: Oh, definitely. I think it rshnuld always be looked at. I rrwan, 
the constitution is sawbhg like, ycru bx, even lltke crur f M  
crmstitutim. It is thatycruhavet0kaepupwithth.e 
society becaw societ;Y--. I mean, we have seen that. We've 
seen what haXrpened in Illjnois itself. Eaoving frcnn an agriculture 
into a mq highly sophisticated and technical t y p  of aperatim, what 
we are do- right rmw. If  you don't ham the ability to look and see 
i f y a u n s e d c h a n g e , y a u m , y c s l m a y h a m s t r ~ p e o p l e i n t h e m .  
I dm't t h h k  that is good. NCW, I was very much for that. 
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Q: Letts lodkat the itself, whatwouldyaz saywere the 
him points of the cmmkim? 

A: Oh, - q u i t e  a few high points. One of the thhqs I felt 
very bad abaut, I sort: of liked the cumdative vatkg system. I'm 
very soxxy to see that change. Ihs electim of judges, of course, I 
still feel vexy strtxg abaut the e l d m  of judges anA they didntt 
p k h  arry of that. In the omstitutim itself, the f m  @an 
has chmqed the voting rights for ths -1e. I w a s  for the 
eighten-ld vote. That charrgsd by federal crmstibrtion, not by 
crur 1- amstituticm. Those - sort of the highlights that really 
wenton. OneofthethingsIthinkhvery,veryimportantthatwe 
hi t  upcn, but has not been held is the pint of W t i m .  I think it 
issohqprtant. I th inkoneof the thYlgsweddjn the  
constitution was the primary regpcrnsibjlity of the state of Illinois 
was for educatian, arrX un£ortuMtaly, we are fall- very, vary far 
bahind al that. W e  vated an the C m S t i w o a E a l  floor. One of ths 
t h i y y 3 E i w e d i d n t t g e t w a s t h e e u l l ~ b y t h e s t a t e .  lhatdidnlt 
happen a t  all. In fact, the e t e  is nmhere mar ful l  d c h  
is~acmsiderablemru=Rlrrtofthechildrenofthsstateof 
Illinois. That's gut tobe rectified. lZlose are s a ~  of t h e w  
that I and felt about. 

A: W e  had aqued it, so there was no doubt a b u t  that. We got into 
quite a few arguments. But, by am3 large, I wwld really have to say, 
e r v e n h ~ ,  thatthedelegatesthatwereelectededvezy, 
very intelligent m l e  who I mt did a very autstanding jab. And 
spent h, -led ha.1~3, aqued p o b .  It was a very demcmtic, yau 
3acrw, type of aperatinn. I was very pleased. I was very pleased w h a t  
we dealt wi th .  As I look badwards, I wirsh I had had, at that time, 
the mt I have had since then, muse I think I mild  give 
momncrwtotheworkof ~ c m m m t i c m .  Iwmhdveryhardoni t ,  but 
I think I have had a l i t t l e  nmm expricauur n m  and I ccruld mally get 
in and argue a little rn far s m ~   point^ that I Sh0ul.d have done at 
that tfma. But, I think, werybody has to . . . 
a: were thtxe a !  lcrw poirrts dur 2" ~ i c n ~ t i m e s . v l a t y c # 2  
fel t  that the was too poli cized am3 yuu los t  focus on what 
was being oreat&, the docLmrent itself, were m ~ r e  worried a t a t  the 
political . . . 
A: Yau always hewe highs and lcm. I d m l t  care h t  you are doing. 
If ycru a m  in the state legislature, if  yau are in my office, or 
q t h h g  else, yax have him & lows. I m, generally, we got 
~ w h a t ~ w a r r t e d t o g e t ~ .  I th inktha t i s theul t imate  
te~t of arythhg. It's not what h a w  day by day because, ycru 3uww, 
that doesn't make ary diff-. Itts what the final cmclusim is. 
I Ulfrik the final conclusion was very successful. 

(2: You have tcxldred an scrllle of the side issues, lsuch as 
d g h t e e n y l d  -, the rrretbad of selection of juAges and so 
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A: Well, Ithhkveryskmglythatweshmldhaveadsathpenalty. 
~t a t  tb ,  I was against a death penalty. But, I see sam 
~ f t h e t J n i n g r s t h a t h a v e h a p p m e d , ~ ~ I ~ ~ i r c u m s t a n c e s , I  
think Wm death penalty shcruld be used spa rh~ ly .  It ahauld be used 
in certain c-. Just mxntly-I have quite a few fri- 

ncrw sittirq cm the criminal court of Cook County. I 
saw safe . It wis actually terrible where they at off the 
-'shd, t h e y ~ ~ b o d y ~ W r a p e d ~ f  did- 
M r u r r r a n t o ~ ~ t h a t y c r u c l l d .  I feel that thosekindof 
pople, who are do- rsamethirrg liks a t ,  they shmld have gotten the 
death penalty. 'Ihey hew what they - doing. ThEy absolutely 
didn't care at  a l l  and people like that, I think, &add have the 
death panalty. Cases like that, in extrerme cases. Nut  just tc¶ use 
it, h r t  to use it in cases where people abeolutely have no respect: for 
another person's individuality or themelves as a persm. 

Q:   id you = 1970 Canstitution as a mDdel state cmstitutim? 

A: W e l l ,  I think it waspt tqe therverywel l .  I t h i m l c ~  
worn very, very hard on it. I think it is a good cunstilxtian. 
Yes, I wmld say it is a good acnstitutica for ather -10 in other 
states; lxrt, I thhk, more hqmrtmUy, it was facing a lot of the 
issues that we had to  f- here in Illinois. I think that wm focused 
cm that EOE than thMdng of it as a general ccmstkbtion for al l  of 
the o t k e  states* It w a s  m&ly for the state of Illinois aid we 
f a o e d . t h e ~ . t h a t m ~ ~ ~ t o f a c e a s p e o p 3 l e f r c a n W s t a t e .  

Q: Om of pmvisi#ns that-it's h e n  quite poplar of the 
Constitution is the abolition of the pmprty taxes. wculd 
yau l ike to t a lkabcnr t tha t ?  

A: -1, inasmazch the persanal propert=y tax - into my office, 
and I ' m  the fell= wfio collects it. Y e s ,  I ' m  very glad to see 
personal p m p r Q  tax go* out. I thaqht it was a very unfair tax. 
I was against it fmn the very beg-. Sclrne of ths ~ l e  kid me 
and say, lWell, look at  it, you are losing job. Yau kmw, it's 
patrmxqe.I1 I think it is a good thing because it w a s  an unfair tax. 
It is not an *table tax. It was never mearrt to be. In fact, I 
still am f i g h t q  - h-~ the caurts on it. I still have the small 
m&ar of people the divllsian haxlles. So, hyirq to clean that n-ess 
up. Y e s ,  I felt  that urns an excellent thing to be done. It ahauld 
havebeenel~tedbecaus8i t i sanunfairtax .  Ihewholeideaof 
t a x ; a t i m s h a u l d b e f a j l r ~ ~ y I ~ d l h t o g e t : i n ~ t h e  

tax, too, because that is anathr;r that I think should 
be markhble. 

Q: One of the major prmisiuns of the e i k t t i c m  was the B i l l  of . .- - - - - 

Rights( wonrm's rights, the rights of the handicapped. Do ycu feel 
like ~scusshg i t ?  

A: Qh, I fed very skmgly about that. When you taks away any of 
these rights, ycKz tab the idea of freedcan away. I'rnvery, q 
































































































































