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Kimberly A. HQfemarw, Irrtswvi-. 

Q: Mr. L m h ,  what ware the major rspecific achiwemmts of the 1970 
Cmstitution in ycwr cpinicm? 

A: I think the freeirYg up of the famzc constitution. The major 
a c h i ~ i n m a n , y a r e a s o f t h . e n e w d o c u r n e r r t w h i ~ g c w e r r r m e r r t w a s  
able to work out; I'd like to pint out i t e m  a m  i tera of the 
-that were-. One i t e m ,  mrticularl~. is in t h e m a t t e r  
of relationships. Pkirimsly, a a t  of govaprmt 
did not have the abi l i ty  d t u t i o n a l l y  to mrk w i t h  other units of 
gammmt ortoworkwi~ 8 ~ ~ n e  units or private 
~ z a t i o n s  or businesses. In my area of westem I l lhis  of this 
prwisicm of l3ua cmstitutian is prwidd for the f h t i m  for al l  
kinds of econadc d @ v e l w  and prwide the cmnty can join 
w i t h  the city those M w i l l  be joined w i t h  eccrmclmic dwelcprent 
and agpmpriatims, private businesses and group ,  organizations have 
mrksd tc&her for ecmmic dwelopent, attracting new irdllsw and 
do* the )rinds of things that uher states ~ n ~ e r s  able to do and we 
were not able to do uxkr the old d t u t i m .  Naw, we are c ~ m p e t i n g  
very vigorc~lsly w i t h  Missauri, Icrwa, IndiaM, and the states that have 
moreof aconstitutional-todothisin. Inatherareas, I 
think, that the legislature has fomd a more responsible d stmnger 
legislature. Before we had ths ridicuLcsxs possibility and acbdly  
ha-- the minmiwpartywas the liabmnt gcrvenmr and the 
majori.typartywasthegwemm. A n d t h e n t o t h e l a n i n o r i ~ p a r t y ~ d  
b e h ~ o f ~ s a n a ~ a n d i t m i ~ b e c m t h e ~ i ~ s i d e ~ f t h e  

of the senate. Then wle have a m t  atxi a 
governor and 1ieulmm-k gwamr. So, we rrot 

onLymademeatamw.thatwhenthegwsmorwascPrtofthes-bte, 
t h e ~ ~ d i d n l t b e c c a a e o o n t r O 1 o f  thestate. AtthesamUme, 
we remrved the liutenant gwenx>r as the presiding officer of the 
- ~ a n d m h a d a ~ i d e n t o f t h s 1 3 e ~ b w h o ~ a s e n a t o r a n d t h e n  
w e  free of the executive bran& ard M o p e d  their m smatorial and 
legislative progrmrrs without the -lay and the inf1- of the 
executive. We w m t  into the cawention with a quasi- legislative 
body, not able to have a quality of respmsibility and prdwk as the 
W i v e  and the judicial. Nm, years later, I think, we see 
that the legislature is a body apable of lisvelophg a 
lqislative progrrun ' of the qovemor. And thatls, I mink, 
what m h s  legislatim-r the citizens. was a cultivated 
legblatim by a s t r a q  legislature and reviewed by a strong -tive 
branch and t h a  miewled  again by the judicial we established the 
auditor general. For the f h t  time, we have amantability in 
gmermmk fwd. W e 1 =  prdxbly the best auditor state of the mtim. 
We1- pravided for hem rule, which is almost a revolutionary cuncept 
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t o  Illinois lo& g a m m m t  c2tn do for itself, Wmthtzr it can 
find what it needs t o  do without having to cane out of hand or wen 

into Springfield to have authorization for a prqmm regardless 
of the financing of it. Before local gwenrment could do 2ylythirrr. 
They hadn't had it authorized by state gcw~nrment. Naw, they hwre had 
t h e ~ r u l e ~ ~ a n d ( = ~ m d o t h i n g s m t h e i r c r w n w i t h ~ ~ a w n  
responsibility ard their m accamtabili.ty. So, I could go an and 
Qn. 

A: W e l l ,  there's the whole day to day has evolved a discussion of 
what things that needg sarme fine-tuned attention. I don't think 
we could generally agree on very marry items that need t o  be-+t: 
there is a prime demand the citizens for a change. There am sane 
i t e n r s ~ t r e e d s a m e l  & at. judicial article, of murse, 
there was a considerable amount of judicial refonn before we ever rnet 

a crucial . 

A: W e l l ,  garwrally, I feel in a t  lest dmmtate 111hb and the 
counties that I &ice in, that Um election of judges is a W i d  
system of a&. appointnmt Bysten is go- to he political, 
whemm we are qolng to  like it or nat. me canrmi~ion-- 
appoints, is go- to h l v e  politics of me kind or amthx. So, I 
W d  as soon have them out in the open and the initial election does 
notseemtoobadtorae. T h e r e t m t i o n ~ t h e n ~ o u t t h e  
necessity of their go- to  the electorate in a contested election. 
So, I think that works pretty well. E l e c t i o n  of the M l a t e  an3 

Q: If the election were  held today, would ycsl vote to call a m 
c o w i o n ?  

A: No. I dmlt think there is now or bimty years later, I don't 
think there is aty crucial matters that need to be tried for, to 

I opening up another total renrim of aur constitutional Cmveartim. I 
think that there axe areas that should be considered for s u h i s s i c m  t o  
the vaters for amendment, specific items, but they are not total 
c c x m i ~ t s .  
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Q: In retrospect:, was the automatic m y e a r  reconsideration 
prcrvision a good idea? 

A: Well, I might have said thirty years in retnxpct, h t  I did 
recognizetheneedtosaysamethingbecausenothingoccurredinthe 
1 a s t h u n d r e d y e a r s a n d n o r e a l ~ ~ t h m u g h e x C e p t f o r t h e  
judicial article in a hundred years. So, there needed to be a 
mechanism for rwiew. And I don't think we ought to be afraid of 
miew- it. 1 think we aught t o  rwiew it. It is like a w i l l  made 
by an Mvidhzal. They htnre a w i l l  today an3 they ought ta rwiew it 
in a year, twr, pars, or whatam. Because things and cimzdmcs 
do If the coslstitutim was written in a mfffcimtly flexible 
mmZTm1970, then owt not to a - for it, 1 th~c 
we p t  in mmgh flexibility items axxi ways to  amxl it that we didn't 
havebefore. Wereducdthewmkthatwasneces~torrahchanges. 
We provided for public initiative, so the initiative was t o  dmqing 
the legislative article and that bdeed resulted in thmwing out the 
unicaraerdl -tart--not m l y  thrwimg out the cumulative votSng 
system and having the single-me3nber districts care in. That was a 
desire of the citizens and it worked. It would never have been done 
under the ather. There would have been no manner in which that could 
have been done. So, whether we'll review wery twenty years or thirty 
or forty, I have no amplaint about twa ty  years. 

Q: Do yclu feel there are issues that are expressive mxgh t o  have? 
S a m  of ths peap3.e do lonk forward to saying, '!Yes, we ought to have 
etnother m e n t i o n .  If 

A: I'm rsot a svmmmie w have a crystal ball but I d m %  see any one 
issue ocrmFng into the forefront. Thme very well may be mt thare'd 
beaniswbsorscmeis;rs;uesthatthepeoplewhogo~the 
hagblahre and ask them to  s u h d t  m i c a s  for voters. I th.ink the 
one close to  that was the on ths Illinois S t q r a e  Caurt. On 
the ammission that set daries  for the legislators and the judges 
and had a feel- that legislature had declared its 
mqmslbility b a faceless cadss ica  Mch once set the salaries 
and becams l a w  and the legialatum then toak no actim to change 
the ammission report. I think that la the type of thirq that could 
bring the public into feeling that gwenrmerrt: is nat entirely b e  
the board. It is an effective way t o  get salaries m e d  an3 it is 
h a d  for judges and the legislature t o  have the praper salaries set, 
But, I would feel that that is a psible issue becaw of the public 
request for a m e ,  but that could very w e l l  t o  the 
leyislabxe and be acconplished by the legislature txidtw U, 
issue an a sW1e issue for a cmstifational w. I dan't 
belienre that would be a sufficient issue to have the people to vote 
for a cmpletely new constitutional cnmrentim. 

Q: Y o u  bmbm Illhis. Did you feel any pressure or 
did you get feedback frwm your constituents during the cwnrantian? 

A: Oh, yes. W e  encouraged it. We knew that the new ~0116titutiaa.l 
package, i f  it came out, with a pmposed new constitution wwuld nut be 
accepted unless the people had considerable input. So, I was &airman 
of the Legislative Ocaranittee and they established hearings thmqho& 



the state where we met as a a t t e e  ard hitsd input flrcan arryone 
who came. wehad "r Caaraaittee met-. There were just an awful 
lot of interest and w th people with ideas. We had, also, hear- 
w i t h  many of the cadttees, who have been heard at the smna time. In 
Chiaq~andQuincy, ~ o f t h e ~ l e W C R i l d g o t o h e a r i q s a n d p e o p l e  
i n  western I l lbis  could have dme& input. W e  had a long day mi a 

l e  who rnade very -1lerrt p m t a t i a n s .  One of the 
~ ~ ~ Q u b q b ~ t a ~ a k u t t h e - i r W r m e r r t : m d i t  
ultimately resulted in a new pruvisim c m e d n ~  the e r n r i r m m t ,  
Amthm one comamhg the handicapped and that the old cmstitutim 
did not mrt to prrrtect the r i p  of the handicapped. That was a 
total ly  new prwisim. In part, ~t was brought abut by citizen's m* 
Q: Yes. There's been t z a e  dismission abut  the legislative bran&= 
ruling, funding -tion and those issues. I was m i r q  if yau 
thaqht that the legislature has fulfilled that respcmsibiliw in that 
dixeztion or nat? 

A: W e l l ,  I thought when we passed the constitution andwhanwe put 
that prcrvision in it was, u l t h t e l y  asked by the people that we d d  
smethhq rather unique and that was that the legislature had the 
primary -ibili.ty t o  fund education. Whatcnrer tbat p r h q  
responsibility, I would not have wanted b put in that they fund 65 
percent or they fund 49 percent or 51 percent. I fel t  that that was a 
pretty dim& d t e  for the legislature t o  raise the funds necessary 
for the primmy mrt of public education in Illinois. I s q p e  
the law differs the way they muld get it. I -ly don't 
Mieve-I believe they made a- of it. Of  w, their excuse is 
that they have mnq problems and less mnraey to do lt, It is nry 
intention, and I think our intention at  the oollverrtion, that we would 
taks the pr,easm3 off of flmdhg education from the praperty tax-the 
real estate prcprty tax. Thatle a tax that is getting v a y  difficult 
and a t  letst in my area of Illhis. muse of the farm pmlms, 
the rural dspmssiosl, recession and the state prcwidea less money, 
thm the cfflly place it can cane frm is the big old praperty taxes, 
and that's almo&t thmatenhg to qo back to agricultura. So, I don't 
know tbat a amtituticnal pmvismn could tell the legislature 
arrylrrore. I thbk it is raore of a decision-need to  tell the elected 
mpresmhtives, let's get busy abcut doing that which the 
canstikrtim lnat&lw. 

the 

A: (l-) I q p s e  the mt satisfying is the fact that o m  
hundred shcbm -1% P& narer knew BE& other befare, scsne knew 
sum, but inaverylitrCitedwaycmehu&edsixteenpople frcxnall 
walks of life, fircan all racial and ethnic groupe, fmm all categories 
of prahssional and hinsss arrd hamdhg and al l  categories of work 
could sit dcrwn tqether and, in the a, after very vigorously 
presenting aur aJn ps i t iom and crur crwn views, that E.rcrmehaw the 
~ t y s t a n  d d  work to mike the nwdifications or cmcessiam or ~&~t.ever 
i twas.  W e a x x l d p u t t c g e m e r a d o c v m e n t t h a t U d b e W b y x ,  
many W be so highly successful. There are timas when tha t  package 



almos3t did fall apart. I particularly mmmbr  the agricultural 
hkresb. I don't remmber the tedmicalities of what needed to  be 
in that padcage but it didn't address the problems and equitably 

the m a t t e r s  of agriculture and the fanning mi in- 
that whole area of whether I voted no on the package. - same thing 
with almost every &her aspeck of Illinois law. Fa&m we pull a l l  
-, and then -t ~q aspect of Il l inois said, 'Well, this 
is good." mt was prcbbly the lmst satisfying. The m3st 
disappainting? 

Q: The least satisfy-. 

A: I as an issue, the matter of bankirrg. To apen that up 
S h c R l l d h a v B q p F a n e d t h a t u p ~ i n c e t h e r e w a s d i f f ~ ~ ~ a b o u t  
it, but I 'm beginning to wm3er if we didn't play a little b i t  of 
h a ~ 0 ~ w i t h t h e ~ ~ * b e c a ~ t 5 e t h e r e ' s b e e n s o r r a x d . 1  
cunsolidaticm and trying t o  gather bnkhg interests that it is 
beginning to look like, we are getting away frcm t2m banking amuni ty  
w h e r e t h e y a r e p r i m s l r i l y i n t @ r e s t e d i n m e l o c a l ~ t y a n d t h e y  
axe rim beginning to be mre interested i n  collecting the money and 
wiv- of the local cormamity and h e s t i n g  it elsewhere. I1m not 
quite sure about that area. If there was any disappoinbznt 1% 
wmkr ing  if they just didn't entirely co- those problems, but I 
dm~tthinkthereismythingnawthatmchcExlldbedmeabaut it. 

Q: Arry further wrds on the cmstituticm or the cwnrention or the 
future of the m t i t u t i o n ?  

A: Well, I think the constituticm mde an ezroellmt future. It 
sumiV8d a lot of onslaughts a n l  boUl judicial and atherwise. I think 
that subject to sgae fine-, it's a lgndmarkdcummt for 
Il l inois wnd for &her states. 

a: Thank you1 I appreciate it. 

A: Okay* 

Erd of T&pe One, Side One 


















































































































































