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(2: What were the major specific achimermrk of 1970 
m t i t u t i c m ?  

A: The new mnstitutica eliminated a great deal of legislative detail 
that h t e d  in the old cunstitutim. So right off the bat it did a 
g & p b o f  ~ 1 ~ U p m a n y i ~ t h a t ~ ' t b e l a n g i n t b s  
o~lst i tut ion to begin with and in writing the now ocnstitution, ,we 
were successful d that included much of that legislative detail that 
existed befme. One of the major awesss of the new ccarrtitution 
was the fact that it was a i e r  to  mend. So, that in  the event, we 
had made mistaha or arsas of the wnstikttion that didn't succeed, it 
nrruld have been much etsier to correct: them. fn fact, that we are 
here now, appmxhately eighteen or nineteen yem after the last call 
is an illustration of the fact that thwe are easier ways for the 
people to ham the to miw and ccrmsider haw the bxmmt 
is wo~kinq. That is prabslbly the singularly mcst irnporkmt change in 
the constltutim. Just having c~ne out of the ccrrmnittee session where 
we are rehashing .Ulese ~iame issues. Another area that marry people, I 
think, have agreed on has been a big plus is the prwisim on 
7 clocrperatim where itt s permitted gmammts to  
F*bare msames pulled tagether for semi-, pulled bgether to buy 
one piece of equipmmt; whereas before, ycxx w re  r q u h d  to and not 
be- able to share in betwem .these areas of gammmt. 

Ths new ccmstiWAm created the pssibiliw of s-le rmbr 
districts. A s  time has sham that that in fact has been a-lished, 
Ithinkthatwasamjor'  to the emulative wtlvvg system 
that had existed for sare-!kts u p m t ~  as a pewersion of 
the ini t ial  intention of that pmvision. It used to always be that 
the minority ""f a d  slats a secord canlidate who was generally 
the fall guy and t really was not a good So, that has been 
acccsnplished with the naw cmstitutim. 



The comenth also wisely decided nut to outright abolish the grand 
jury d c h  it had amsidered. PEuy -1e thinking it was archiac and 
a r u k b r s ~ f o r t h e ~ r w h e n m p r a c t i ~ ,  I h a v e l ~ a s  
a pmeembr that it is a very useful tool where you have a 
~ t t a d a m o r v g s t f a m i l y ~ a n d t h e o n l y w i ~ t o t b e ~  
muld be ancrthsr family mePnber. And mt h a w  in practice, the 
police in bringing witraess in to the proseaztor, me m r  
puts the family mnber befors the grarrd jury before they have an 
apporkxnitytota lktoa~ardthsstatemmtofthatwitness is  
m l e c  oath before a grand jury and the testinmy is 1- in before 
that widence is forever gone. So, it's gmerally, I txxxLd say 
tmthful. And it preserves cases that would not otherwise exist, So, 
they are nut mlic cimumtmces when that arises, b u t  it is in fact 
a useful ard fair tool. 

Thepa=nalpropertytaxmseliminated. for marry year^, therehad 
been canplaints .that it was not a fair method of taxation. It w a s  
elimimtsd as a msult of the I l l h i s  -itutimal Carnrentim and 
prwisiaw writtm effective in 1979, 1 balierve. I ncrw hear as 
delegates have asarbled there aren't marry criticisms of the sales tax 
and that has not becams a fact. The suspect tax was a great diverse 
range of rates being chnrged in various parts of the sbte. I thjnk 
that will mgmss. I don't think the cmstilxtional rwrisian is 
mcessay to accmplish that. 

The new constitutim has q m s l y  provided for the right of privacy 
in the Bill of Rights. That is useful thing, particular one. 
The federal rights of privacy is not -1y stated in the qpestion 
by a perqective memy of the Uni ted  States Sup- court is as it is 
ncrw. W1, that pmvisim at the n m m t  has not beccane effective 
apendhg on who the Isew united states fmpxme Caurt justices are. It 
my in fact be the state c x > n s i . t u t i o n a l ~  right of privacy that 
my becurre the faurrdatim to v i d e  pmtectim for equal righb. 

I t h i n k h m e r u l e i s a n a t h e r ~ .  Matyamrmmitishifveelected 
and I m d w x b n l  s a ~ ~  --nine cammities have elected voluntarily 
who have a 25,000 m a t i a n  to be govensed by the pmvisian of hme 
rule. Can the Other side of ths coin, 1% sawtims frustrated as in 
t€mm of mnicipalitb to see that a nm-helms rule 
municipal- to -. Dillan's rule is still 
apply' l m ~ a n d t t a e r y d o ~ h a v e ~ ~ t o d o ~ e v e n  
-gr'!t is xlDt increasm taxes or increasing valid indebtedness or 
in arry way effect- the fiEical abilities of the municipalities and 
yet bemuse that mmicipznlity is not hem rule, they & I t  have the 

to simply ask an advisory questim on a ref-. In fact, 
s c a n e c c R l n t y d e r I c s m y b e p e r t i n ~ m o f q u e s t i ~ o n ~ b a l l o t  
for that hare rule municipalities, but I don't thhk there is actual 
authority to do that. 



On the negative side, the ammdatory veto is pdxb ly  the bigyest 
historical quirk of camention. I had served m the Executive 
Article Ccxcrmittee and m i n l y  in that c a m i t t e e ,  which disczlsged 
t h a t v e r t o ~ ,  the intentianmethat itwassirrp?lygoingtobeto 
correct minor technical constitutional errors, spelling, a mrd in the 
c a ~ r y h a d b e e n l e f i c r u t d i t w r r u l d b e a w a y t o ~ a b i l l  
rather than havirq it fail for a cmstiWonal reasan because of that 
Onissicn. That ms definitely the Serrthmt of the majority of the 
~ i v e c c a a r m i t t e e a n d t h e ~ , ~ c h I u n d s l r r s t a r d h a v e s i n c e b e e n  
dsstYcryed and not maintained wmld have demmkatd that. Huwever, 
t b s n m b r o f  t h e U v e A r t i c l e O a t r a n i t t e e w h o r n a d e t h e  
pmsentations on that prwisicm to the Ccwrverrtian m the floor, was 
Delegate Orlando and between he and Delegate Dawn Clark Nets&, he was 
a s k e d ~ o r n o t s u b s t a n t i v e c h a r q e s ~ i n t e n d d w i t k i n t h e  
amesldatory veto. He amwered in the affirmative and that answer was 
an of the majority view of the CCBlMLtm;  but 
mnethdess, none of the committee rmibm for whatwer zwsm 
happened to  hear it or reEJpard to it. I'm still flabbergasted by 'hat 
little hi s tmid  quirk. When the court had the opportunity t o  pass 
m the validity of the w e  of the veto, they relied on that language 
in rea- the -usion they did. Ihe effect of it in operation, I 
am told, by mnbem of the Generzll Assably has been that the bi l ls  
are periodimlly struck entirely fm the mining clause themafter. 
~ a t t a r t h e ~ c l a u s e a n d t h o n t h e g u v e r r w r s i m p l y  
rewriting the bill. That is crartainly a penrersicn of the general 
-zed pAnciples of separatim of pwem between the executive 
and legislative branch where legislative is t o  write W lam and 
scm veto pwer in the ga\rernor. So, I think that is definitely an 
abweandifmhadit todoagain,  Itkinkwemulddobetterhthe 
language that was actually written into constitution to  shaw that 
there were llmits to  that amesldamry veto. 

I think redistricting is still not an icM m l u t i m  of the -1- 
that existed before. I'm told that there are nmkers who before this 
cmstitutim, they had h e n  elected fnm a district &are they had six 
caunties included within a rpremmhtive district and interests were 
m t l y  organized by the c~unty lines and that a h  the last 
redistricting, he represents the entirety of three counties ard parts 
of f a n  or five CCRlXrties with as little as me tamship + one county. 
I-mtthei-is-thetableagahmbe-. The 
rqubmmb Bet out in a certain section basically that the districts 
be cakiguaursly ccenpact and basically qmzsmt  a one man one vote 
principle. 'Ihere shcruld have bm added to that a standard which 
would have &a- a p r e f m  for following tumship, ccllnrty and 
Uc ipa l  l h  where passible by creating such a &axlard in 
a- to satisfy the m@mmts of that standarrl. mt goal 
wmld have h e n  hcmsistent with the palitical nrotivatim behind the 
r e d i s t r w m v h i &  is m y  part of it. So that in 
other wads, in ordar to  cmply w i t h  ths. statutory prwisicn that I 
sugges-bd may poslsibly shcnild have been iracluded in satisfying that, 
you wauld have not been able to  entirely satisfy or as easily satisfy 
the carvirq up of the district to satisfy the mjority party. 



A: Onbalance, lookingat thepnikt thatwehavs,  I t h i n k t h a t i t  
hELEZServedverywel1andnutt;veryinstancearewehappywiththe 
detail, but werdll it is h i n l y  a successful doamat serving the 
state well with al l  indimti- that it should seme w e l l  in the 
£uture. I would nut, based m facts I am amm of nm, be d u s  to 
see another call for a constitutional ccmation. 

A: I think it is definitelyagwd rulebemuse there are things 
wfiich do need to  be m u a t e d  periodically. I think the biggoat 
issue that is still on the horizon is the issue of haw we select crur 
judges. We have recerrt;ly gane l2lmugh the Graylord Scandal. lIZle 
Graylord S c m i d .  is still an o n ~ i n g  tking and marry people have been 
dkmcbkd  w i t h  the judicial grants because of those m a t i - .  
PmsmUy, we have an elective systerm wfiere the people select the 
juages. D c r w n s t a . t e i t h a s w c a k e d w e l l f ~ ~ ~ b e c a u s e 0 f t h e  
Graylord hestigation. Pecple Qusstimed the integrity of nearly all 
judges and in  fact, the judges who have keen selected thmugh the 
elective pnxass in Cook have included a mmhr of superb 
judges, hanest judges, have served the people w e l l .  So, that the 
elective procsss is capable as a means of electing qualified people to 
the bench. 

Q: Let me ask this. I've heard a story about your being seatad at 
~ - ~ ~ ~ ~ - o r n o t t h a t w a s g o i n g t o c a o e & & ,  can 
you tell us a l i t t l e  bi t  about that? 

A: Can you state your guestion more specifically? 

Q: a1, I ' m -  of the story. I just -that therewas a 
~ - ~ ~ a u - g o i n S t o b e s d z e d o r n a t .  I l m n o t  - why that ocl;curred. 

A: An issue arose as to my qualifications to hold .Uls office of 
delegate t o  the amentian. A t  the tim that I w a s  elected, I was 
just barely --five years of age, plus a few weeb a t  the time it 
was formed. Age wa. not an isme; hruaver, one of the &*teen 
candidates who I ran against in the primary e l d i m ,  wfiich happened 
t o  be the mst populous field of CaMdidaW in the state for that 
office, had lost in the primary an3 then I waa, I believe, nmbm 
thrse out of the four at the prhxy. This defeatad candidate tha 
filed a carplaint in circuit court anl then evmtualy in the 
appallate cm& and the Illinois supreme CIxlrt ard, I think, the 
federal cap+ at  one point challging ny rrsidence. A t  the tin. that 
I was nmnhg, I had lived outside the &strict fmn which I was 
elected within the period recorded by the canstitution and at 
the tb was going to law school in incago. I had been raised and 
1ivedinOakIawn. Iwase lec ted to the~ imfKHl theOakfawn 
- k r t f o r a p e r i o d o f o n e ~ ,  whichgotmebit ,  thenth isme 
year pmceediq the eldim, I had lived on the wmg side of Harlem 
Averrue. One s~de  of Harlem A v m  be- in the district and the other 
side having bem aR. So, then the issue bacarme what was my permanent 
2 l b a d e a n d w h a t w a s m y ~ r e s i d e m s a n d t h e i s s u e w a s r a i s e d t o  
t h e ~ d u r i n g t h e p e r i o d ~ t h e p r ~ a r d t h s ~ f f  
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On W day that the cmnrention apened, this defeated candidate then 
filed a amplaint in  the appmpriats form wfii& was the e i m  
itself, Wch by the constitution was obligated t o  judge the 
qualificatim fn the electim of its meubrs and that set into &ion 
a problm for the camentian wfiich samhat  sidetradked them frcrm the 
large respmsibility that they had been charged with. In retrospect, 
I think it got the m i o n  off to a goad start in fairly and 
reasonably resolvhq an issue althmgh it did tdke probably three or 
four xrrwrths. I'm guessing the time frzrme. I felt: it was forwrer 
because so long as that challenge was wfns wer my head, I felt 
a t t h e r e m a - p t h e r e b y w l . l i & ~ l e c c R l l d a t m t o g e t m  
b d o ~ o r d o t h a t w . t h a t I w a s n o t f r e e t o ~ i s e ~ a w n w i l 1  

j-. 

Fortunately, I had not once h e n  asked by any delegate before or after 
~ ~ ~ w h e t h r ; r o r n c r t I w a s t o b e ~ t e d t o ~ p m s h t h i s o r  
help me on that or if ycru don't help nrs on W s  or don't help me m 
that, that this is vhat I'm go* to do mlenge. It was quite 
an ordeal for myself axd for ny family, lxrt forkrnately .turned out as 
~ ~ i t ~ d h a v e ~ ~ t h i n k m a d e ~ ~ e n t i c r n f ~ g o o d a b c R z t  
itself. It shmed the disgressicm and then it can:ied .thYrJlagh in the 
work prcduct* 

Q: Did yau feel arry sort of generation gap with the othar delega-? 

A: Not &ly. 

A: Not ismewise. I thought the ommtian produced a unique 
collection of m l e  of all types of epq3eriences. Mary psople who had 
nwer been hived in -ice before, for sme maem 
were drawn to this type of service. Scarre of the pecple wfio were  there 
had been elected to state offices, had been appellate judges, had been 
p r o s e c u ~ ,  a vast array of v i e n c e .  Ard I was  there as just 
basically as a new lawyer a legal - writing a 
amstitution w h i c h  wats a wonderRzl experience. But no, I didn't feel 
that thare was a generatian gap. I think that there was an expriemce 
gap so that emly in the comentim, I had to  decide what nry role is. 
I didn't feel that I &mild really be the lt&hg altvocate for this 
e m n t a r d i n s t e a d h c l p e d t o ~ i s e g m d j ~ i n l l l s t a n j n g t o  
what people with mre aperience had t o  say ard beM aware of my 
discmtim carefully when I wrote it. 

Q: Did y m  get  a lot of feedback fmm this cms-tituency? 

A: Qrkainly s m ~ ,  but not W l y  a great M. I had not had a 
great deal of really any political ties of so that there 
were  ti^ whi& I had to live up to. Otherwise, I would have 
hmheznringfrcansaneof than. 



A: The mst satisfying is that I think the canvention used good 
d i d m  all the way along. Whm there were hard issues to be 
decided, I think they decided them middle and yet without 
giving up so rrnxch gmmd that we hacln't acccl~llplished ' 

us* aiscretion in wiw what to separate ouy-te 
issues so that we didn't endanger the entire product by one or two, 
actually four very volatile issues. The 1-p of the convention, 
I thhk, was superb. The political forces that w a x  at wprk - well 

in the s- of the ccffnrarrtion by the selection of the 
officers. The wsigrmmt of to mnmittees. So, in abort, the 
fcnderst m r y  was the collective discretion that was used that made a 
good product and it then was capable of selling the producrt. And it 
is hard for to think of unsatisfacbry mmhiscxmes of the 
mivention. I'm certainly sorry to see that they don't have sum of 
thepeopleonthistwmtyyerslater. A f e w o f  t2mnIwculdliketo 
seeagainandtheyarenothere. 

Q: Okay. That concludes our interview. 

A: Thank you! 

of side One, Tape One 
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Q: Would you talk abcxlt what you think are themjor specific 
achievements of the 1970 m t i t u t i o n ?  

A: Qh,boy! I ~ i n t h e w e r a l l ~ o f t h i r r g s , t h e ~ ~  
that I feel are probably hpo-t are more hcune rule and probably an 
effort toward the merit selection of judges versus political 
selection. As far as the w d l  collstituticm, yes we got rid of scmu? 
junk, but it wasn't bther i rq  mythhg. It qmed up banking 
wmnity. W e  had a W i t u t i o n a l  prohibition of ahm& anythhg 
except unit bankirag. That's difficult  for the people t o  um%mtand. 
Whether it is rwrw better--mvhg been a banker, I think it gets the 
q l y  of money t o  everybady better than the other. But I think the 
twothbpthatstickinmymhdarethese, I th inkwehaveandwi l l  
have a higher quality judicial system, and then I think people a t  hanae 
handle their cities and their  a m t i e s  better than the General 
Assmbly am. Those would be the two things that stick in my mind, 

Q: Do you think there are sho-? 

A: Of the constitution? 

Q: Of the constitution. 

A: Well, first let me say, I am not a lawyer. I don% deal w i t h  why 
there would be on a day-today basis like lawyers do. So, when I 
would say, ItNo, there It's mare f m  a laylrran1a stmipint 
than it wrmld be the profession that actually would be cunfmted with 
the constitutian getting in its way, I say, I1No, It ,Phil Rock said 
sorething last night that I W of like the idea of. Y o u  kmw, welve 
had and w i l l  have sane real h i g h p w d  legislators, who can almost 
get God-like, and I think it's prnbably pretty good, as he said, 
%mytime we get going tcrwards smzthhg, you kmw, we% got the 
dam constitution, That's p-ly not dl bad. But, boy, these 
gurs-tolagh. 

I can% m n m b r  the name of the guy, but I worked dawn here back i n  
the fifti- for the Senate F- Ccnronkttee, a term or two, and we 
had a little guy who ww a senate metjority leader who i f  he COZZld have 
dona it just legislatively, turn this state upside dm, inside out, 
anywayhemntedto. Hewasthatgood. A n d f t h i n k i t ' s p b a b l y  
real good i f  you say, What is the Wue of the ~ o n s t i t u t i o n ? ~ ~  Y o u  
kncrw, to kjnd of have a big old stmbling block back there that 
everybody has to deal w i t h  every ncrw and then. W as I said earlier, 








































































































































