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W mumscript is the product of a series of tape rscorded irrtervi- 
cmdwted by G. Cullcan Davis; Kirn Hof-; Marilyn Huff; and Thothy 
J. Jones for the Oral History O f f i c e ,  Sangmnrm State Wniversity 
be- % p t E m b r  17-19, 1987. F3ZUId.e =ibed the tapes. 
Linaa S. Jett a r d ~ i m t h y  J. Junes editedthe tmmmipts. 

RBaders of the oral history mmir should bear in mind that it is a 
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expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 
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reproduced in whole or in part by any nwns, electronic or mechanical, 
w i t h a t  pmhsfm in writing f r o m  the Oral History office, Sarmgamon 
State University, Sprltrrsfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 
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A: I t h h k t h e r . w o r e m q .  A n d I t h M c w a a r e h e a r ~ t h a t a t a u  
little mmwaning. I think there have laen a lot of problem whora 
the state has failed to implennent the desire of the writers and the 
drafters of the cmstituticn. W e  were talking state f imdhq Md 
public edumtion and har the state has not fulfilled its obligation to 
asare primary respcnsibility to finance the public schools. I think 
that wwld be at the of list of disa h t m m t s  PP" . And I ' m  
Whq a l l  kir& of others. I think of a 1 ttle nmre minor nature, 
but I think them have been . . . 
Q: For instance, 

A: Oh, the Bill of Rights. Haw the Ihzman Rights -ion hasn't 
worm to i m p l m t  the m l l e d  rights of the new 
cons;t:ituticn. Ihe failure to fully fund the judiciq. FTirrrarily, I 
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think, I m f t a y i t w a s n - i - e f f e c o l - p a r t o f t h e  
1 islatureorthe~,butinsanewaysandinsarrreregalcds, they 
fa "S l ed  to implen-mt the m a n i q  of tha cons3titution. 

A: CXI, IthFnkwholesaLedmngesareneededandIthinktheywere 
needed in 1970. We didn't pruvide the voters an opprtunity to laok 
at then. I hold a minority viewpint that the new 1970 Cunstitutim 
is basiczilly the 1870 Constitution in df T- * ?he n€!w ccolstitution 
is rwt that dif f m t  frcan the 1870 Const tution. I thinlr the basic 
fmmwork of Illinois govemmmt in its entirety is not very so l id .  I 
~ t h e s t a t e h a s d e c l P n s d h i n r p o ~ a s a s t a t e s i n c e 1 9 7 0 i n  
manyways. I f m h a d t o r a ~ t h e s ~ t e s m a ~ p o l e ~ a n d m ,  
I thhJc in 1970 people thrJught of I l lh i s  right up there after New 
York ard California as an inportant atate in the United States. I 
think taday, semkea years later, I thhk pecrple would probably not 
rate Illinois as highly as inrportant of a state ncrw as it was lAen Ear 
a variety of -. of whi& may be traced to the 
ccmstitution. 

Q: What d d  be done to rectify that? 

A: Qh, I think w lot of t h h g ~  fmn nry point of view. I think there 
are too nrvly statewide elected officials for one thEng. I don't think 
I l l h i s  in tbs executive branch, speaks with the single pamrful 
voice, a strong gcmmmr as does the -the branch of other states. 

Q: You would like to see those wnstituticmal officers apphted? 

A: Well, I think adxhbtmtive officers should be af?pointed and 
basically we are elect- ~ s ~ t i v e  officers. We are elect- 
people to adminis* the driver's li- law. We call hira the 
secmtmy of state, but h i c a l l 7  he is mt a policymaker, he sinply 
passres out license plates accordYrg to the law. Ard I a an 
argLrmant: mild b raade that yau don't elect admhhtmtive affioers, 
yaz elect policymakeu9. We didn't really ccpne to grips with the whale 
subject of a divided executive bmx& at the c o 5 n r d o n .  

A: Oh, yes. And I thMc the theory at the ment:imr was, llLetls not 
put wether a v q  cmtmwmial doclrmanrt because the voters might 
reject it. Let's put together smwthbq that the wkzs will acoept.I1 
So, a lot of the contrwersial i t e m s  of the day were not put before 
the public for their approval or disapprcIval. 

Q: There were more issues on the side of that? 

A: Yes, tkm-eweremreissuersmtheside. Theyweredemmitobe 
t o o ~ i a l b y t h s m a j ~ r i t y ~ T d e l ~ t e s t o b a S n c J . u d s d F n t h e  
padcage. I t h M r ~ t w a s ~ m c R l r p a r t t a ~ ~ y s u t n n i t s c r m s  

that p m l y ,  had they been inserted h tha main packget it 
wouldhavestill carried. WewantedtoseparslteaqdAdngthoughtto 



A: Ch, I think so, I tMnk of the districts had that 
b e e n i n c l u d e d i n ~ d o c u m s n t ~ t h a n v a t e d o n s e p a r a W y  
probably d d  have passed in 1970 rather thatl by c i t i z e n  initiative 
&anre five or t a  yeus later. 

Q: If the electim were held today, U d  yau vate to d l  a new 
cornrention? 

A: I d .  Sure, I think people should have a f r q u a t  opportunity 
to update their state charter. I don't have the feeling that we w e r e  
a n o i n t e d b y G a d t o w r i t e a ~ c r e d ~ t h a t s h o u l d n w e r b e  
renrierwed. I think people should look a t  the charter acmsicolaly and 
there are people in the state who1 s qualified or msre qualified than 
wewereasagroupof 1 1 6 d e l e g a t e s t o w r i t e ~ a s g o o d o r  
better. 

A: Idonvt th inkthe~arereadyforacmnrent ion .  Idon ' t  
think they u r d e r s t a d  that. A l q  we have a relatively naw 
dammt, itvs not a very modem me. I think they feel like the job 
waa done in 1970 and we p-ly dmlt need t o  t2Lke a ladk at it yet. 

A: No. N c n e  that I see on the horizon. That doesnlt mem that a 
major crisis or two couldn't W e l a p  in the next six or nine months 
andhave aprettybigkarirrg mthsvote to call a m e n t i o n  
b'l-%b~~ U d  that be? N- Of 1988, I b e l i z w ~ .  

Q: No, I think that is the th. ThAn do yau think that the 
twmky-y~err reconsideration provision was a good idet? Where you for 
it at  the time? 

A: Y e a ,  I sure was. 

A: I thinkthatls about right. Ard I imagine twmtyyears f m  ncrw 
there will pmhbly be more s e n t m  b a look at the 
ccmtitutim than t h a  is today. 



A: Idca'tknuwthattherewere two or t h ~ e  or f c ~ l r  issues 
iqmtmt t ony  ~ t i t w n c y .  I & ny d l t u m q  like a l l  the 
others basically said, ''It ' s been a h m h d  years shoe rn had a 
~ t o v c r t e o r  ' to replace this con~tikxtirn.~ Ewuse m. 
In 1920 there was =ion that it didn't pmdwe a vpql 
satisfying d m t ,  and it was rejected* So, let me arnard that to 
say that for fifty yeeu-s the people hadn't had a chance to vote m a 
newdocunwnt:andtheywar#~for th@opportu;ni . ty .  1thhk-t 
theyweretel l ingmeandtel l irrga~andfif teenotherpeople  
was, "Clean up this so-call~ horse and buggy cmlstitutim that's 
holding I l lh i s  back arrd give us sumthiq lnodern ard uqz*to-date, 
8~11k~mng te can US8 to grcrw." 

Q: You were on three amittees? 

A: Yes, really I was just kjnd of a tmubleshoubr for the presiderrt. 
H e  assigned aaa of the vice presidents to work w i t h  and seme as kind 
of a lwwn with two or three cadttees. So, I didn't spend fu l l  
t hWi th2~ lyonso f those th r s s .  I w e n t f r c a n ~ o r t h s o t h e r  

on, yau W,  the issues of the day. 

A: a, I think in temts of the &haition Article, the challenge to 
the state which they have not mst to prwide the prhmq furding for 
slools was we Prabably o m  of ny big disappohtmnk was that 
they have rwt dam it. 

A: I don't recall anythhg extramly significant to tsll you the 
t ru th  an the Suffrage Camittee. I'm not; say- we didn't do scare 
minor things, h t  I would say major happened. 

A: I think the Legislative Carmnj.ttee =re than mything else failed 
to tab a god hard loak at the legislature, Again, there w e r e  wane 
r a i n o r ~ d c m e l i k e m a k i r r g t h e h o u s e a n d ~ e ~ t e ~ ~ ~  
lhat was i m p r t a r r t .  But we didn't really give the public a = 
vote an &ler legislature. We had one of the lmpst in the nation 
at the the. We didn't have the nerve to put elimination of 
curmlative Wing, v h i d  no one W t c d  at the tine! in the main 
padcage. We -fled that of I to the side where it failed. 

Q: Did yau have ideas before the corrvention started about how ycu 
ware going to l h  up insofar as sectional differences, party 
differmces, preameived nations about what would haFrpsn? 
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A: No, I don't think anyb&y really had any -imxx with 
crmstitutim dm-. It was a new v i e m e  w i t h  all of us. I 
cmne in w i t h  a lot of ideas. I had been an instructor who taught 
govemmt for two years prim to the convmtim. I wrked on the 
staff of ths legislature for a year. I certainly came w i t h  sme 
p r e c c l x s c r e i v e d ~ a n s a b o u t ~ I ~ t n e e d e d t o b e d c m e ,  but1  
didn't cclme with any -ved notians abwtt huw partisan the 
cawmtim wald be or hcrw bitter the rivalries might be up state, 
dcrwn h t e ,  big ciw, -1 city, wha-. 

Q: What are your least satisfuing n i e s ?  

A: W e l l ,  I hate to  be so shple, but I wmld say ny least satisfy- 
Emm!y is the enrtim documnt. 

Q: Yau didn't sign i t? 

A: Ch, I signed it. I siw itwhfch at the tlme was an M a t i o n  
that I had been in a- and participated i n  the drafting of the 
dowmnt. A t  the the I signed it, I lmew that I was going to approve 
its ratifiatim. But I think we blew a golden ly. I think 
we had a cnce in a lifetime chance to really g e t e m f i e  
reform to Illhis s a b  g m a m m t  and we missed the chance. 

A: Well, I think the t h  w i l l  the citizens w i l l  take 
another look, but I dcatt think that t h  is lin th,e foreseeable 
future, ~ O r t U M t e l y .  I think Illinois has, as I said, declined in 

as a state. I think there's been a big failure an .the part 
z g w e n r m e n t  to  pmvide leademhip Can- that period of 
decline for a variety of reasam. I think that people in 11linois 
s h o u l d b t t e r r e c o g n i z e i f ~ i s a l i n k b e t w m a t h e p r t h m a n d  
p o l i t i d  arena in Illinois and to  antiquated strucbne of w t  
in Illjnois to solve the p m b l ~  that desperately needs solvmg. 

Q: YautalkedzbuttheEitructuraLpmblemsbefore. Doyuuwantb  
go into that a little bit? 

A: W e l l ,  again, I think the mtim that a split  execLxtive is a 
problem. ~ the l eg i s l a tu rehasbeen rwi sed in l a rgep r tby the  
citizen's initiative. But I think having lived out of Illhis for 
~ f i r s t t i m e e v e r i n r ~ y ~ m m r y ,  whereasaywngboypriortothe 
ageofsix,  Iwafianthemstcoast .  Rrtforthefixsttirreinmy 
nmmxy, 1 ~ v e h e n i n a s t a t e ~ I a x l d l o o k a t a n o t h e r s t . a t e .  
I've h e n  in  mbrado a few years and I think Colorado politics is 
cleaner, less partisan, rmre modem, nmre -ined, mre of ''IEt's 
pull tqemec far the good of the state and grcrw.'' I think Illinois 
teast to get bogged dawn in nut problem ~ l v i n g ,  but e i s a n  finger 
pointing as ccnnpared to Colorado, far ample. 
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Q: Thank you. Itis hen  a good irrterview. 

Ehd of side One, Tape One 



Preface 

m-ipt kthepruductof aseriesof bpemcozd&inbrviews 
cm3uckd by G. Cullan Davis; Kim IIof&arm; Marilyn M f ;  and Timothy 
J. Jones for the Ordl History Offi-, smgamcm Stata uni-ity 
between September 17-19, 1987. Francie Gtsgg. transcribes the taw. 
Lhkh S. Jett atd ~imathy J. Jcaes editedthe transcripts. 

William R. m s  born in on AUgllEft 4, 1930. A 
-ibsnC o f e h e  mqmsm&d the 4 3 n i  D i s t r i c t  at the I l lh i s  
Cmstitu-tianal Qonnrention. m. rsewed rn the ~eneral 
GwenrmesYt: and Public Informatim CoPmnitkes. 

-of theoralhistoynemirshcruldbeminmindthatitisa 
-ipt of the spoka word, a n l  t h a t  the hrkmi-, narrator and 
+tor sought to preserve the informal, conversatimil swle that is  
Ylhesent in such historical scnrss. Sampmn state University is not 
re;sponshle for the factual aa=uracq of the memoir, nor for v i w  
messed therein; these are for the reader to j w .  

The nmwmipt may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any reanst electrrmic or mechanical, 
w i t h o u t  parmission in wriw fmp. Wm O r a l  History Office, Sangzmrm 
S a t e  University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 














































































































































