
Preface 

Elizabeth Brown Ide was born March 9 ,  1873 t o  Christopher C. Brown and 
Caroline Owsl.ey Brown of Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Mrs. Ide attended the  B e t t i e  S t u a r t  I n s t i t u t e  and Monticello, and then 
spent one year a t  the  New York f in i sh ing  school of the  Misses Peables and 
Thompson. 

After  school her  f a t h e r  discouraged her from seeking employment. She 
married Francis  Pierce Ide, of A. L. Ide and Sons, i n  1896. 

I n  these four  interviews,  conducted between February of 1972 and March 
of 1976, Mrs. Ide r e c a l l s  the  fashionable socie ty  l i f e  enjoyed by 
turn-of-the-century Spr ingf ie ld ' s  wealthy families.  Mrs. Ide  was a 
personal acquaintance of the  Vachel Lindsy family and a d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e  
of Mary Todd Lincoln. Along with these personages, Mrs. Ide  r e c a l l s  
o ther  prominent f ami l i e s  who v i s i t e d  o r  resided i n  Springfield,  including 
the  Lanphiers, the  Dickermans, the  Pattons, Miss Alice Bunn, Mrs. Ide's 
step-grandfather, Major S tua r t ,  and Jane Addams. 

Mrs. Ide served on the  board of the  Home f o r  Fr iendless  Children and 
pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  Spr ingf ie ld  Survey f o r  the  Russell. Sage Foundation 
led by D r .  Palmer. This Survey was i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  many nat ional  and 
l o c a l  reforms. 

In  the  f i n a l  interview, when M r s .  Ide  was 103 years  old,  she recounts 
ea r ly  businesses, shopping, and the  dances a t  the  Lel.and Hotel. Mrs. 
Ide died on February 17 ,  1978, j u s t  a few weeks shor t  of her  105th 
birthday. 

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  na r ra to r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the  informal, conversat ional  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty i s  not  
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views 
expressed therein;  these  a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f ree ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l ec t ron ic  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from the  Oral History Office, Sangamon 
S t a t e  University, Springfield,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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El izabe th  Ide ,  February 29,  1972, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Bobbie Herndon, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Now, i f  y o u ' l l  t e l l  me when you were born. 

A. Pa ren t s '  names were . . . 
1 

TP. Well wa i t ,  you've got t o  t e l l  when you were born. 

A. Oh, 1873. And my p a r e n t s '  names were Chris topher  C.  Brown--he 
was a lawyer,  a s  I s a i d ,  i n  t h e  f i r m  of S t u a r t ,  Edwards and Brown, 
and M r .  Lincoln examined him i n  law. That was one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
gave him . . . And my mother 's name was Caro l ine  Owsley Brown. And 
my husband's name was F ranc i s  P i e r c e  Ide.  And my schooling was--I 
don ' t  know why 1 should g e t  any s p e c i a l  p r i z e  i n  schooling.  ( laughs)  
I went t o  t h e  B e t t i e  S t u a r t  I n s t i t u t e  a s  long  a s  it e x i s t e d .  I was 
then  about f i f t e e n  years  [ o l d ]  when i t  col lapsed .  M r s .  Holmes d ied  
and t h e r e  was no one t o  t ake  he r  p l a c e ,  And then I went t o  Monti- 
c e l l o  and was t h e r e  u n t i l  I graduated. And a f t e r  I graduated Monti- 
c e l l o  I went t o  New York t o  M i s s  Peables '  and Miss ~hompson ' s  Finish-  
i n g  School. And I was t h e r e  a year .  I n  New York I spent  t h a t  year .  

And then  I came home ready t o  be marr ied,  which of course  I was looking 
forward t o  a s  a l l  g i r l s  were a t  t h a t  time. There were not  many ca ree r  
g i r l s .  I had v i s i o n s  of i t ,  of being a kindergar ten  teacher  o r  a 
nurse ,  bu t  my f a t h e r  discouraged them. So I d i d n ' t ,  and I became 
engaged and was marr ied.  And went . . . wel l ,  t h e r e ' s  nothing very  
i n t e r e s t i n g  the re .  ( laughs)  I went t o  Wisconsin t o  l i v e ,  a t  Eau 
C l a i r e ,  Wisconsin, f o r  t h r e e  yea r s .  And then  my husband's f a t h e r  
d ied  and we came back he re  t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  because i t  was necessary 
f o r  him t o  be i n  t h e  f i rm,  he being t h e  only  t e c h n i c a l  man. H i s  
b ro the r s  were n o t  educated and he  was educated f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  and 
t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing ,  a l l  t h a t .  He went t o ,  oh, Cornel l .  And had 
Phi  Beta Kappa, too .  I can t e l l  t h a t ;  he would never had t o l d  i t ,  
though. Now I don ' t  know what t o  say about t h i s ,  schooling.  It 
was about  t en  thousand people when I was a l i t t l e  g i r l - -Spr ingf ie ld  
was. And t h e  i n t e r e s t s  were farming and mining. And my f a t h e r ,  
though he  w a s  a lawyer,  was engaged . . . he had two mines. He had 
a mine a t  Riverton,  which t h e  J e s s e s  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and a l s o  a t  
Woodside l a t e r  on when he so ld  ou t  t o  t h e  J e s s e s .  And I wasn't  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t a t i s t i c s  a t  a l l ,  of course ,  bu t  I d i d  know t h a t  they  
had s t o r e s  i n  connection with t h e  Riverton mine and we a l l  knew t h a t  
t h e  miners wouldn't  have anything but  t h e  very b e s t .  You had t o  g e t  
t h e  very  b e s t  o r  your miners wouldn't buy i t .  They were very choosy. 

One th ing ,  ( laughs)  my f a t h e r  used t o  every year  g e t  a package t o  send 
t o  each one of h i s  c h i l d r e n  from t h e  mine, and i t  was o l i v e s  and, o h ,  

1. TP - i n d i c a t e s  t h i r d  person i n  room. 

2 .  Mrs. Ide  was married i n  1896. 
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fancy th ings ,  you know, t h a t  they  had we wouldn't probably ge t  much. 
And my husband d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  when mine came [ t h e ]  f i r s t  [ t ime] .  He 
resented  i t;  he thought my f a t h e r  thought he couldn ' t  provide enough 
f o r  me. ( laughs)  I had q u i t e  a  l i t t l e  ( laughs)  t r o u b l e  r econc i l i ng  
him t o  t h a t .  When he gave i t  t o  S t u a r t  and Edward and t h e  o t h e r  
c h i l d r e n  in t h e  family,  why he r e a l i z e d  i t  f i n a l l y .  ( laughs)  

I don ' t  know . . . I do remember t h a t  men worked long  and hard.  The 
miners,  of course ,  i f  t h e r e  was a  s t r i k e ,  they  would never do anything 
e l s e .  They'd s i t  on t h e  porch and rock, bu t  they would - n o t  t ake  
another  job. You couldn ' t  g e t  a  miner t o  ever  go i n t o  anything e l s e .  
I don ' t  know whether i t ' s  t r u e  now o r  n o t ,  bu t  i t  w a s  then a t  t h a t  
time. And of course  farmers  worked hard ,  They d i d n ' t  s e e  much 
r e s u l t s ,  I guess.  And workmen l i k e  by husband's A .  L. Ide  and Sons-- 
t h a t  was t h e i r  f i r m  name--they were e l e c t r i c a l  and hea t ing  appara tus  
and t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  And they worked u n t i l  s i x  o 'c lock  and t h e r e  
were saloons t h e r e  and they usua l ly  stopped f o r  a  d r ink .  And t h a t  
was all r i g h t ;  nobody ob jec t ed  t o  i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h a t  t ime. And 
I don ' t  know much more about workmen. 

I do know t h a t  f a i r s  he re  were f e s t i v a l s  and everybody took p a r t  i n  
them. Almost everyone had an  e n t r y  i n .  And I remember one artist  
( laughs)  t h a t  used t o  submit a  p a i n t i n g  of an  owl every yea r ,  and 
t h a t  always took a  p r i z e  because i t  was t h e  only b i r d  p i c t u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was. ( l augh te r )  U n t i l  somebody e l s e  succeeded. And we t r i e d  
f o r  r o s e  and flower arrangements and a11 t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  And 
everybody went t o  t h e  f a i r  i n  t h a t  day. I suppose t h e r e  were no . . . 
I don ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  amusements f o r  ch i ld ren .  I suppose 
t h e r e  were some--except t h e  horses  and t h e  pony shows and t h a t  s o r t  
of t h ing ,  which they s t i l l  have now. But I c a n ' t  remember anything 
p a r t i c u l a r  about i t .  

I do remember one time a  farmer brought h i s  wi fe  i n  her  wedding costume 
t o  t h e  f a i r - -ve i l  and a l l .  I suppose it was a wedding t r i p ,  bu t  I never 
saw t h a t  again.  But t h e r e  was a  d i s t i n c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime between t h e  
d r e s s  of farming people.  I mean they  were not  . . . t h e  women weren ' t  
up-to-date as they a r e  now. You couldn ' t  t e l l  a  farmer [now] from 
anybody e l s e ,  bu t  you could a t  t h a t  time. There was a  d i f f e r ence .  

But everybody knew t h e  ho r ses  and t h e  c a r r i a g e s  t h a t  belonged t o  people.  
You knew i t  w a s  t hose  b lack  ho r ses  t h a t  belonged t o  so-and-so. Of 
course  you . . . t h e r e  wasn't  t h e  . . . wel l ,  you p r a c t i c a l l y  f e l t  
l i k e  you knew everybody. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  . . . 
TP. Do you want t o  t u r n  i t  o f f  a minute? ( t ape  stopped and s t a r t e d )  

A .  . . . t h a t  were very  important .  Everybody went t o  church, p r a c t i -  
c a l l y ,  t h a t  I knew. And supported t h e  church. And I t h i n k  t h a t  was 
brought down--my mother spoke i n  he r  reminicenses . . . I don ' t  know 
whether you ever  heard. 



A .  Did t h a t ?  Well she  spoke about t h e  churches being noa-part isan 
and merging i n  t h e i r  soc i ab le s  and so f o r t h .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  was 
t r u e  i n  my childhood. I remember going t o  church once with a b i g  
book under my a r m .  My mother s ays ,  "What's t h a t ? "  " I ' m  going t o  
read whi le  I s i t  there ."  She snatched it away ( l augh te r )  and I 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  do i t .  So I wasn't  very s o c i a l  ( laughs)  a t  t h a t  age. 
So i t  was soc i ab le .  Tha t ' s  what they  c a l l e d  them, you know, church 
s o c i a b l e s ,  a t  t h a t  time. But you a s k  me some ques t ions .  I c a n ' t  
look back i n  my e a r l y  l i f e  and t h i n k  i t ' s  worth p u t t i n g  down. 

I Q. Well, i t  is  t o  me. Everything is  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

I TP. M r s .  I de  . . . ( t a p e  turned  o f f  and on aga in)  

A .  . . . so when one f r i e n d  of mine w a s  being taken i n t o  t h e  law f i rm,  
was t h a t  they used t h a t  s t o r y  t o  t e l l  t h e  young lawyers about my f a t h e r ,  
saying . . . being examined by Lincoln i n  law and then  ask ing  him a 
ques t ion  o r  two and then saying,  "Let 's  go and g e t  oys t e r s . "  ( l augh te r )  
So i t  wasn't  a very s e r i o u s  a f f a i r .  I know t h a t  . . . 
Q. Do you remember anything about William Henry Herndon, Lincoln ' s  
law p a r t n e r ?  

A .  No, I don ' t  t h i n k  I ever  met him. I remember . . , I ' l l  t e l l  you, 
I do remember Mrs. Lewis. And of course I remember your grandmother, 
Mrs. Herndon, and Miss Mary Lewis. And I loved M i s s  Mary Lewis. She 
was a very a t t r a c t i v e ,  you know, a person--pretty.  And 1 remember her  
very we l l .  

Q. T e l l  me some s t o r i e s  about he r .  I ' v e  always been s o r r y  I never 
got  t o  meet he r .  

A .  Well, I don ' t  t h ink  I--she was much o lde r  than I, and I don ' t  
know much about her  a l though I always knew h e r ,  And I don ' t  t h i n k  
I ever  had very much . . . I ' v e  been i n  he r  house a number of t imes 
and had t e a  t h e r e ,  and we had some t a l k  about a rug. (speaks t o  
another  person) Show M r s .  Herndon t h e  smal l  b lue  rug. From China, 
t h a t  I got  f o r  he r  through friends--missionary f r i e n d s .  She asked 
me t o .  She saw mine, I don' t  know how o r  when, I had bought t h i s  
l a r g e  rug  and a small  one. And she ,  I th ink ,  got  s e v e r a l  small  rugs  
through me. That ' s  the last  dea l ings  I had w i t h  h e r ,  a f t e r  I was 
married and was--well, I had been married q u i t e  a whi le ,  1 guess 
and l i v e d  ou t  then  a t  Mrs. Ide ' s .  Yes, show h e r  t h e  rug.  I t ' s  
awful ly worn now, but  I wouldn't give up my b i g  rugs f o r  anything.  
( l augh te r )  Do you want t o  s t e p  t h e r e ?  

Q. Oh yes.  ( t a p e  turned o f f  and on aga in )  

A .  . . . I c a l l e d  i n .  He t o l d  me he had o n e - l i k e  t h a t  small  one. 

3.  Lewis was t h e  daughter  of Obed Lewis. 
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Q. 1 t h i n k  they  do. I t ' s  a  l o v e l y  rug. 

A .  Yes. I got  t h a t  through f r i e n d s ,  and of course  they.  And I ' ll  . . . . 
And I ' l l  t e l l  you what t h e  p r i c e  was f o r  one of those  rugs ,  was s i x  
d o l l a r s .  

Q. My! About what year  w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I couldn ' t  t e l l  you t h a t  exac t ly .  I was l i v i n g  o u t  a t  M r s .  
I d e ' s  then.  I don ' t  know. I t h i n k  i t  was about f i f t y  yea r s  ago, I ' d  
say,  perhaps. Guessing, f i f t y  y e a r s  ago. And I pa id  a  hundred d o l l a r s  
f o r  t h e  b i g  rug. 

Q. Well they ' r e  l ove ly .  

A .  Well, they 've served t h e i r  purpose. I'm going t o  hang onto them, 
anyway. U n t i l  [ they  have] holes  and you c a n ' t  walk on them. ( l augh te r )  
You b e t t e r  a sk  me some t h i n g s  because I c a n ' t  remember. I could t e l l  
you . . . 
Q. Well, you were speaking of mining e a r l i e r .  Do you remember John 
L.  Lewis when he  s t a r t e d  organiz ing  t h e  miners? 

A .  I remember h i s  dramatics .  I used t o  s e e  him once i n  a  whi le .  
You know, he would wear a  c loak  and m i n g  i t  around. He would have 
l i k e d  t o  be an  a c t o r ,  I th ink .  O f  course ,  I ' m  no t  one who w a s  keen 
over John. ( laughs)  That ' s  about a l l  I can say .  

Q. Not being a mine owner. 

A. Personal ly ,  I d id  no t  know him personal ly .  I j u s t  saw him occas iona l ly .  

Q. But you remember t h e  problems of t h e  s t r i k e s ,  t h e  mining s t r i k e s ?  

A .  No, I don ' t ,  because I wasn't  the l e a s t  b i t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  
s o r t  of th ing ,  except whether t h e  mine made money o r  no t .  And my 
f a t h e r  s o l d  i t  about t h e  t ime I was marr ied.  That was 1896, t h e  year  
he got  ou t  of t h e  mining bus iness ,  and we then  got i n t o  t h e  b o i l e r  
bus iness .  So I don ' t  know anything about t h a t .  I knew something 
about t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  they had wi th  s t r i k e s  because A .  L .  Ide  and 
Sons had one s t r i k e  where they  brought i n  people from o u t s i d e  t o  do 
t h e  work. And I don ' t  t h i n k  they got  anywhere much by it. I mean 
i t  wasn't  popular t o  have s t r i k e s ,  no. I t h i n k  they  t r i e d  t o  avoid 
i t  as much as poss ib l e .  But I don' t  t h i n k  that-- these ideas  t h a t  
t h e  workmen have now, I imagine, would've h o r r i f i e d  them a  good dea l .  
There wasn't t h a t  i dea  of t h e  working man t h a t  they have now. I don ' t  
want t o  say anything t h a t  would in t ima te  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  have consid- 
e r a t i o n ,  bu t  they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t h e  viewpoint.  That was i t .  (pause) 

There a r e  a few t h i n g s  t h a t  1 s e e  tremendous progress--you may c a l l  
i t  progress ,  you may not--in, and t h a t ' s  t h e  working man's p o s i t i o n ,  
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and d s o  t h e  c a r e  f o r  ch i ld ren .  'That's q u i t e  . . . I can remember 
being on t h e  board of t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s  when t h e  f i r s t  
s o c i a l  worker came ou t  and t o l d  t h e  superintendent--well ,  she  wasn't  
a super in tendent  . . . she  was too  . . . t h e  woman who r an  t h e  a c t u a l  
home--they cou ldn ' t  punish t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  It was a new idea  ( laughs)  
t h a t  you couldn ' t  punish them i f  they  needed it--and they d i d  need i t ,  
p l en ty  of t imes,  you know. Yes. But they  were t o l d  they  couldn ' t  
punish t h e i r  own ch i ld ren .  A t  t h e  home. And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  view- 
po in t  and t h e  th ings  t h a t  they do now a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  you know. 

Q. I ' m  s u r e  you remember t h e  o l d  t r o l l e y  c a r s ,  o r  s t r e e t c a r s .  

A .  Oh, yes.  

Q. 1 ' m  s o r r y  t h e y ' r e  no t  s t i l l  going. 

A .  I a m ,  too .  Yes, they  were a g r e a t  convenience. Y e s .  And so 
was t h e  in te rurban .  

Q .  Yes, I ' v e  heard of t h e  in t e ru rban .  I ' m  no t  too  f a m i l i a r  wi th  i t .  

A .  Well, i t  was from t h e  small towns around--Lincoln down, you know, 
from Lincoln o r  Bloomington--and i t  was convenient ,  very convenient.  
But t h e  r a i l r o a d  s i t u a t i o n  is t e r r i b l e  now! And i t  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  
When I w a s  young i t  was a p l easu re  t o  t a k e  a t r i p .  There were p l en ty  
of p o r t e r s ,  t h e r e  were p l en ty  of people t o  s e rve  you on t h e  t r a i n ;  
t h e  t r a i n s  were good, and i t  was a  g r e a t  p l easu re  t o  t r a v e l .  But now 
i t  must be awful.  I don' t  t r a v e l  anymore, bu t  i t  must be  . . . they  
t e l l  me t h e  t r a i n ' s  so  rough. And going t o  New York w a s  a  g r e a t  joy 
on t h e  t r a i n .  I hope t h a t  they  w i l l  do something about t h a t ,  r ev ive  
the  t r a i n  passenger s e r v i c e ,  because people m i s s  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  

Q. I th ink  t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o .  

A. Yes, I s e e  i n  t h e  paper t h a t  they a r e  t r y i n g  t o ,  and perhaps they 
may be a b l e  t o  do something about i t .  But i t ' s  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  f a u l t  
l a r g e l y ,  though of course t h e  automobile does t ake  away. But I t h i n k  
l o t s  of people would r a t h e r  go on t h e  t r a i n  i f  they  could,  p l e a s a n t l y ,  
Don't you? 

Q. Perhaps, yes .  

A .  They t r y  t o  go t o  New York and go p l aces  l i k e  t h a t  where i t  t akes  
t h r e e  o r  four  days and t h e s e  uncomfortable motels ,  run  around f o r  
food, poor food. I don ' t  know, I should th ink  they 'd much p r e f e r  i t .  

Q. How many s t o p s  d i d  the  i n t e r u r b a n  have i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. I don ' t  know; I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you. I n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

Q. Was t h e r e  m r e  than  one s t a t i o n ?  
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A. I don ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  no. I don ' t  t h ink  so .  But I don ' t  . . . my 
memory's f a u l t y  on t h a t  because I never thought about i t ,  whether 
they stopped except where I got  o f f .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Where d id  you g e t  o f f ?  

A. I don ' t  know now. ( laughs)  

Q. You don ' t  remember. 

A .  I couldn ' t  t e l l  you. But ou t  q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e  i t  was; i t  was no t  . . . 
Oh, I say  out  q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e ,  i t  wasn't i n  t h e  middle of town. 
That ' s  all I can say. I don ' t  remember now. (pause) But every th ing  
i s  s o  d i f f e r e n t .  I ' m  no t  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  p re sen t  time because I don ' t  
know i t  now, but  going t o  New York j u s t  a  few years  ago--1'11 go back 
four  yea r s  ago. I used t o  go t o  New York every Thanksgiving t o  s e e  
t h e  g i r l s  when they were i n  school  and t a k e  them o u t ,  and s e e  f r i e n d s  
t h a t  were t h e r e .  And I d id  go u n t i l  four  yea r s  ago. And we would 
walk--I belong t o  t h e  Republican Woman's Club t h e r e ,  and had q u a r t e r s  
s o  I could s t a y  very  w e l l  and reasonably.  We could walk t o  t h e  t h e a t e r  
from t h e r e  and walk back, where, you know, you wouldn't da re  do t h a t  
on t h e  s t r e e t s  now, I guess ,  i n  New York--walk back a t  eleven o r  
twelve o 'c lock .  You cou ldn ' t  do i t;  you wouldn't be  s a f e ,  That 
shows t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  going t o  New Pork. You haven't: t h e  l i b e r t y  
t h a t  you do now. And of course  t h e  t a x i s  i n  New York a r e  always 
t e r r ib l e - - fo r  women. Because some man, whom they think--the t a x i  
d r i v e r s  think--is going t o  pay them more than  any woman would, jump 
i n  ahead of you j u s t  when you t h i n k  you've got  one! ( l augh te r )  
( t ape  turned  o f f  and on aga in)  . . . t o  p i ck  out  t h i n g s  t h a t  would 
i n t e r e s t  the  o rd ina ry  person. 

Q. But who i s  ord inary?  Who is  t h e  ord inary  person? 

A. Well, do you t h i n k  everybody i s  ex t r ao rd ina ry?  

Q.  I t h i n k  t h a t  we a l l  have such d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  when we 
put them toge the r  t h e  ord tnary  becomes ex t r ao rd ina ry .  

A .  Well, t h a t ' s  a  n i c e  idea ,  bu t  I don ' t  know whether I do. ( laughs)  
I ohten use t o  look a t  my mother; she  was t h e  outgoing type ,  very  
outgoing. We'd go t o  church and she 'd  see this o l d  lady  o r  t h a t  old 
l ady  and she 'd  always s t o p  and speak t o  he r  and be so  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
he r .  And I ' d  be a l i t t l e  impat ien t  because I d i d n ' t  s e e  what she  
saw i n  h e r ,  ( laughs)  And I can r e a l i z e  now t h a t  she  was. She was 
t r u l y  i n t e r e s t e d ;  she wasn ' t  p u t t i n g  it on o r  anything.  And I o f t e n  
t h i n k  about he r  now, now t h a t  I a m  o l d  myself ,  t h a t  she  was genuinely 
i n t e r e s t e d .  But I don ' t  know whether I would be. (chuckles) 

Q. Well, t h e r e  a r e  so many f a c e t s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of S p r i n g f i e l d  and 
Sangamon County, t h a t  i f  we can j u s t  ge t  b i t s  and p i eces  from . . . 
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A. Well, of course  I was brought up wi th  Abraham Lincoln,  I might 
say ,  because my Grandmother S t u a r t  and Major S t u a r t  were both r e l a t i v e s ,  
they were r e l a t i v e s  of M r s .  L incoln ' s ,  and t h a t  had always been i n  
t h e  family.  And people used t o  come a l l  t h e  t ime t o  s e e  M r s .  S t u a r t  
and g e t  he r  reminicenses--which sometimes bores  t h e  l i f e  ou t  of me, 
you know. I could have learned  a g r e a t  d e a l  about t h e  Lincolns i f  
I had wanted t o  s i t  down and l i s t e n .  But I d i d n ' t ;  I j u s t  was bored 
by i t .  For i n s t ance ,  Ida  T a r b e l l  came . . . 
Q. Oh, yes .  

A .  . . . t o  ge t  he r  reminicenses,  came t o  our  house and was t h e r e  
f o r  lunch,  and many people l i k e  t h a t  came on h e r  account.  But d id  I 
l e a r n  anything from them? No, T d i d n ' t .  ( laughs)  I 'll have t o  admit 
i t .  

Q. Well, t h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  why we're  doing t h i s ,  so  t h a t  we do have i t  
preserved.  

A. Yes. But I enjoyed my l i f e  wi th  them, I loved them both.  And 
Major S t u a r t ,  I th ink ,  was a wonderful man. He wasn ' t  my grandfa ther ,  
because my grandfather--my f a t h e r  w a s  married twice,  and I was on 
t h e  second ba tch  of ch i ld ren .  But I f e l t  no d i f f e r e n c e  about him. 
1 loved him much more than  my own grandfa ther ,  who l i v e d  i n  Chicago 
and had n ine  c h i l d r e n  of h i s  own and was p r a c t i c a l l y  bored, I th ink ,  
wi th  h i s  grandchi ldren.  And he played chess  with my grandmother most 
of t h e  t ime, and I got  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  from h i m .  And I d i d n ' t  mind 
t h a t  a t  a l l ;  I mean, it d i d n ' t  h u r t  my f e e l i n g s ;  I played wi th  t h e  
o t h e r s .  But I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  I d id  from Major S t u a r t .  I 
d i d n ' t  begin t o .  And 1 loved him. And he  was my grandfather--real  
g randfa ther ,  t h e  one t h a t  I loved.  And I d id  enjoy what I had of l i f e  
wi th  them. 

Q. Was Major S t u a r t  a blood r e l a t i o n  of yours? 

A. No. Be was . . . people c a n ' t  understand t h i s ,  bu t  i t  r e a l l y  
happened. My mother was a remarkable woman i n  many ways. She was 
t h e  [my f a t h e r ' s ]  second wi fe ,  but  we o f t e n  went t o  l i v e  f o r  s i x  
months o r  a year  a t  Major S t u a r t ' s  house. Nobody can understand t h a t .  
( laughs)  And I, t h e  f i r s t  g i r l ,  was named f o r  t h e  f i r s t  wi fe  of my 
father 's--El izabeth.  And nobody can understand t h a t .  

And ChristinePennemanwas t e l l i n g  me a funny s t o r y  about t h a t .  She 
s a i d  she was v i s i t i n g  i n  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  and she was near  a t a b l e  of  
l a d i e s  and she  heard them t a l k i n g .  And she  heard one of them saying ,  
"Yes, i t ' s  t r u e .  The f i r s t  daughter of the  second wi fe  was named 
f o r  t h e  f i r s c  w i fe ,  and she  l i v e d  wi th  t h e  pa ren t s  a t  a time." And 
C h r i s t i n e  s a i d ,  "I j u s t  got  up and went over  t o  t h e  t a b l e  and I s a i d ,  
'I know you ' re  t a l k i n g  about my family."' And it  w a s .  It was a 
r e l a t i v e  from Chicago t h a t  was t h e r e  wi th  he r  f r i e n d s  and t e l l i n g  
t h i s  s t o r y .  ( laughs)  I thought t h a t  w a s  funny. You know how C h r i s t i n e  
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was. She'd t a k e  up anything t h a t  she  had. So I do f e e l  t h a t  I knew 
t h e  S t u a r t s  and t h a t  I enjoyed h i s  l i f e .  

Q. I imagine you ' re  s o r r y  you d i d n ' t  have a t ape  r eco rde r  a t  t h a t  
t ime . 
A .  Well, I ' v e  w r i t t e n  i t  down. 

Q. You have. Good. Tha t ' s  wonderful. 

A .  My f a t h e r  wrote h i s  autobiography. And my mother was a Kentuckian, 
born i n  Kentucky i n  s l a v e  t imes ,  and she  wrote  h e r  e a r l y  l i f e ,  so  I ' v e  
heard,  i n  t h a t .  And then  I wrote mine, and those  t h r e e  a r e  going t o  
be bound toge the r  by one of my nephews who th inks  i t s  worthwhile f o r  
t h e  family t o  have i t .  And they  w i l l  have t h a t .  

Q. I hope y o u ' l l  make a copy a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y .  

A. Well, t h e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  a l r eady  has  t h a t .  The s t a t e  l i b r a r y  
a l r eady  has  my mother 's  . . . a l l  o f  he r  wr i t i ngs .  The [ I l l i n o i s ]  
S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  [Library] .  And my autobiography i s  t h e r e ,  t oo .  And 
so is  my f a t h e r ' s .  I t ' s  a l r eady  t h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  t oge the r .  And t h a t ' s  
why my nephew thought i t  would be good t o  have i t  f o r  t h e  family.  
Be's going t o  g e t  a hundred copies  and d i s t r i b u t e  them i n  t h e  family,  
because t h e y ' r e  a l l  t h e  t ime w r i t i n g ,  you know, o r  something--wanting 
t o  know something. 

Q. Tha t ' s  a wonderful i dea .  

A. Yes. And h e ' s  going t o  have them bound toge the r ,  And a l s o  t h a t  . , . 
he ' s  going t o  pu t  i n  "Spr ingf ie ld  Society,"  t h a t  one t h a t  my mother 
wrote,  i n  this--have fou r .  T h e r e ' l l  be  cop ie s .  And i t  w i l l  be  done 
be fo re  a g r e a t  while .  

Q. Good. Do you remember t h e  Cha t t e r ton  t h e a t e r ?  

A. Oh, yes! It w a s  wonderful. I had many t imes been t o  t h a t ;  from 
t h e  time T was f i f t e e n  I went. And they  had good t h i n g s ,  you know. 
Very good t h i n g s  the re .  I saw many noted a c t o r s  because, you s e e ,  
t h e r e  was t h e  s t o p  then  between S t .  Louis and Chicago. And they  
couldn ' t  . . . they 'd s t o p  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And we had, oh, l o t s  of-- 
O t i s  Skinner--big people.  We had good, b i g  people here .  And i t  was 
exceedingly i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t h i n k  they  missed a g r e a t  dea l  when t h e  
movies came on. O f  course ~ ' m  no t  a movie person. ( l augh te r )  

Q. They had b i g  crowds, then,  f o r  t h e  performances. 

A. Yes, they d id .  I t h i n k  they  d i d  a g r e a t  d e a l  f o r  Springfield--  
t h e  young people.  Yes, from t h e  t ime I was f i f t e e n  I went. And 
once i n  a long  t ime we had a box p a r t y ,  you know. 



El izabe th  Ide  

Q. What's t h a t ?  

A .  Well, they had boxes on each s i d e ,  above and below; t h e r e  were 
fou r  boxes t h e r e .  And i f  you wanted t o  e n t e r t a i n  your f r i e n d s ,  you 
i n v i t e d  them t o  a box p a r t y  and you pa id  f o r  t h e i r  s e a t s ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  
And then  had a l i t t l e  something af te rwards .  

Q. Would you go home f o r  your refreshments? 

A. Yes, usua l ly .  And then  we d i d n ' t  . . . t h e r e  were no places-- 
except the Leland, you know, f o r  b a l l s .  And 1 t e l l  you, i t  was a 
gorgeous t h i n g  when they c l ea red  that--and had chaperones, we always 
had chaperones s i t t i n g  a long  t h e  w a l l ,  mothers and so f o r t h .  And had 
l a n c e r s  from one end t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  square dance, you know. It w a s  a  
b e a u t i f u l  p l ace  f o r  a b a l l .  The assemblies  . . . you know about t h e  
assemblies ,  don ' t  you? 

Q. Yes, I b e l i e v e  I do. And t h i s  i s  included i n  some of t h e  reminicenses.  

A.  Yes. They were l o v e l y  p a r t i e s ;  they  were b e a u t i f u l  p a r t i e s ,  

Q. Did you know t h e  I l e s ?  

A. The I l e s  family,  you mean? 

Q. Yes, e i t h e r  Washington o r  E l i j a h ?  

A. I know who they  were, of course  everybody knew t h a t .  But I d i d n ' t  
know . . . The only  member of t h e  I l e s  family--Mrs. Lewis was an  I l e s ,  
I know t h a t .  And I knew h e r  s i s t e r ,  M r s .  Broadwell, because we l i v e d  
next t o  he r .  I knew h e r ,  and Jenn ie  Broadwell was one of my g r e a t  
f r i e n d s .  But I d i d n ' t  know t h e  o l d e r  ones,  no. 

Q. Where were you l i v i n g  when you were Jenn ie  Broadwell 's  neighbor? 

A. Where was I l i v i n g ?  We were l i v i n g  a t  t h a t  . . . w e l l ,  a l l  over .  
We l i v e d  a l l  over  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  My f a t h e r  had a  f a c u l t y  of acqu i r ing  
d i f f e r e n t  houses.  And I l i v e d  next  t o  he r  a t  Major S t u a r t ' s  house. 
You know, t h a t  is where t h e  . . . oh,  what do they  c a l l  i t  now? 
The . . . oppos i t e  t h e  [governor 's]  mansion where t h e  h o t e l  is .  

Q.  Where t h e  Mansion View Motel i s ?  

A .  Yes, Mansion View. I couldn ' t  t h i n k  of  i t .  The Mansion View. 
H i s  home was t h e r e .  And when he was t h e r e ,  I heard him say  when he 
moved t h e r e  and they  b u i l t  t h a t ,  t h e  deer  were t h i c k  i n  t h e  governor 's  
mansion. They could s e e  them any time. That w a s  supposedto  be way 
out .  Because t h e  p l ace  where t h e  bus iness  was, you know, w a s  up near  
Washington S t r e e t ,  f u r t h e r  up a long  t h e r e .  And they 'd come ou t  a s  
f a r  a s  t h i s ;  i t  was q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e  when he b u i l t  t h e r e .  
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Q. So t h e  town has  s h i f t e d  south.  

A .  Y e s .  It has  s h i f t e d  much south ,  yes .  (pause) 

Q. I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of some o t h e r  names t o  a sk  you about.  

A .  Well, I knew Jane Addams q u i t e  we l l ,  yes.  She used t o  come he re  
f o r  many occasions and usua l ly  s tayed  wi th  M r s .  Morrison. Do you 
remember Mrs. Morrison? 

Q.  No , I don ' t  b e l i e v e  I do. 

A. Mary Coleman? Well, they  were a very prominent family--Judge 
Logan's family.  Logan Hay w a s  part of i t ,  you know. I don ' t  know . . . 
L e t ' s  s ee .  I know c e r t a i n  people i n  f a m i l i e s ,  bu t  no t  t h e  family 
always, no. 

Q. Why would Jane  Addams come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. Oh, f o r  pub l i c  measures i n  t h e  s ta tehouse .  Things she  was i n t e r e s t e d  
in .  She 's  one person . . . and then  I was wi th  h e r  o u t  west one t ime,  
i n  Colorado, f o r  a  week. She w a s  a person who amazed me because she 
would a s k  your opinion a s  though i t  amounted t o  something. You don ' t  
s e e  people,  u sua l ly ,  who a r e  very  w e l l  known and who a r e  noted and 
have a r e p u t a t i o n  b u i l t  up, they  usua l ly  t h i n k  they know i t  a l l .  
They wouldn't s t o p  t o  a s k  t h e  opinion of somebody who wasn't  t h a t  
way. And she was. She was t h e  kind t h a t  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  you, 
and valued anybody. 

Q. Did you go t o  Chicago t o  s e e  Hul l  House? 

A. I went t o  Chicago because I had r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e ,  and I knew Mrs. 
P o t t e r  Palmer. I ' v e  been a t  he r  house i n  h e r  hey day. I mean know 
them--I went t o  lunch wi th  my aun t .  I had r e l a t i v e s  who l i v e d  i n  
Chicago--the Owsleys l i v e d  i n  Chicago--so I went t h e r e  o f t e n ,  every 
two o r  t h r e e  months. And I knew a g r e a t  many people i n  Chicago, but  
I don' t  know t h a t  I knew anybody . . . I knew Car t e r  Harr ison when 
he  was t h e  mayor. I r e a l l y  knew him because he l i v e d  next  door t o  
my grandfa ther .  H i s  family I knew. But I don ' t  know t h a t  I ' v e  known 
many no tab le s ,  no. You c a n ' t  say t h a t  I have. 

Q. Well, i t ' s  no t  j u s t  t h e  no tab le s ;  i t ' s  t h e  people t h a t  never 
became no tab le s  t h a t  a r e  a l s o  important .  This  i s  a l s o  one of t h e  
hopes for o r a l  history--doing i t  on the  t a p e  recorder-- is  t h a t  we 're  
hoping t h a t  we can g e t  a l l  kinds of d i f f e r e n t  people.  

A .  Well, you do g e t  d i f f e r e n t  types  of l i f e  then; people who l i v e  
d i f f e r e n t l y ,  yes .  I can s e e  t h a t .  ( t a p e  turned  o f f  and on aga in)  . . . b r i l l i a n t  woman h e r e ,  and I knew, and t h a t  was M r s .  McCormick. 
She was h e r e  a g rea t  d e a l .  You know they  r en ted  . . . who's house 
d id  they  r e n t ?  Somebody's. The Blacks, I th ink .  When Mrs. WCormick 
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[ inaud ib l e ]  t o  push a  b i l l  t h a t  she  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  through t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  And I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  what i t  w a s .  But I knew he r  and I 
met he r  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  and she  was a b r i l l i a n t  woman. I t h i n k  about 
t h e  most b r i l l i a n t  I ' v e  ever  known o f .  M r s .  Medill  McCormick. She 
d i ed  when she  was very  young, you know--comparatively young. 

I remember conversa t ion  when I was he re  i n  t h e  s t a t ehouse .  I was 
he lp ing  some on pushing t h a t  b i l l  t h a t  she  had . . . And ( laughs)  
I had t o  laugh. He s a i d  t o  h e r ,  "If you don ' t  do so-and-so, y o u ' l l  
l o se . "  And she  said--[he was] g iv ing  he r  some advice--and she  s a i d ,  
"Oh! I ' ll  do noth ing  of t h e  kind." And she  d i d  l o s e ,  too .  ( laughs)  
She l o s t  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  she  was pushing. But she  took a g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and I do t h i n k  she was about t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  woman 

Q. What do you t h i n k  she  would t h i n k  of t h e  women's l i b e r a t i o n  movement? 

A .  Oh, I don ' t  know. It seems rubbish  t o  me. ( laughs)  It seems t o  
me i t ' s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t a l k  about nothing. I don ' t  understand why 
they want any more than  they 've a l r eady  got .  But then  I ' m  t oo  o l d  
t o  understand a  l o t  of t h ings .  ( l augh te r )  ( t ape  turned  o f f  and on 
aga in)  

. . . j u s t  because i t ' s  new, say ing  i t ' s  no good, I don ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  
t h a t .  I t h i n k  . . . I don ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t  a t  a l l .  I t h i n k  you 
ought t o  be large-minded enough t o  t ake  i n ,  bu t  i t  is  a shock i n  
many ways t o  s e e  young people d i r t y s f o r  i n s t ance .  Why would anyone 
t h i n k  i t  was a good th ing  t o  be d i r t y ?  I c a n ' t  understand i t .  And 
t h e r e  a r e  o the r  t h i n g s  t h a t  I c a n ' t .  And I do r e a l i z e  how d i f f i c u l t  
i t  i s  f o r  pa ren t s  because you c a n ' t  p r o t e c t  them. I know t h a t  young 
people,  t h e i r  comrades, t h e  people they got  wi th  a r e  much more impor- 
t a n t  t han  anybody e l s e .  They're much more a p t  t o  understand each 
o t h e r  than  t h e  p a r e n t s  do, and I t h i n k  i t ' s  awful ly d i f f i c u l t .  How 
do you manage? 

Q. Well I hope I do. (chuckles)  ( t ape  turned  o f f  and on again) 

A. Major S t u a r t  gave t h e  ca rpen te r ,  i n  payment f o r  t h e s e  t h r e e  p i eces  
of f u r n i t u r e ,  t h e  land--you know l and  d i d n ' t  mean anything a t  t h a t  
t ime, you k  ow--from F i f t h  t o  S ix th  on . . . l e t  me s e e ,  from Cook 
t o  Edwards. t 

Q. ( laughs)  My word. 

TP. What would i t  be worth now? B i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s .  

A. F i f t h  t o  S ix th  . . , Was t h a t  i t ?  Yes. 

Q. And Cook t o  Edwards. 

A. Yes. 

4 .  The ca rpen te r  w a s  M r .  Houghton; t h e  t h r e e  p i eces  of  f u r n i t u r e  
were walnut.  
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Q. So i t ' s  q u i t e  an  expensive p i ece  of land .  

A. Yes. But i t  wasn't  then,  i t  wasn't  worth anything much, you know. 
He w a s  j u s t  g e t t i n g  s e t t l e d ,  and he  wanted f u r n i t u r e .  And I was lucky 
t o  g e t  i t .  

Q. And t h i s  w a s  made by a l o c a l  man? 

A .  Yes. A l o c a l  man. They had good ca rpen te r s  then.    here's another  
i n  my room--a sewing t a b l e  t h a t  M r s .  S t u a r t  had--that is  a l s o  . . . i f  
you'd like t o  look  a t  it, r i g h t  t h e r e .  ( t ape  turned o f f  and on aga in)  

Q. Was most of t h e  f u r n i t u r e  made l o c a l l y  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  Oh y e s ,  i t  was. I guess most of i t  w a s  a t  t h a t  t ime because, 
now, i n  t h e  d in ing  room is  a p i ece  t h a t  I had made ou t  of walnut 
t h a t  I had i n  my a t t i c .  It was an  o l d  wardrobe. And i t  is l i k e  
t h e  cab ine t  t h a t ' s  i n  t h e  Lincoln home, only  I t h i n k  i t ' s  b e t t e r ,  
because I made a few changes, and walnut.  And i t ' s  . . . t h a t  was 
made j u s t  about f o r t y  yea r s  ago, I had i t  made, And we had a very 
good . . . an  o l d  man named M r .  Dirksen, who d id  very good cab ine t  
work. He made t h a t .  Show h e r  t h a t ,  w i l l  you? ( t ape  turned o f f  
and on aga in)  

A .  . . . Lincoln,  and i t  was i n  t h e  k i t chen .  It was a k i t chen  
a f f a i r  t h a t  they  used, and i t  was bought by t h e  s t a t e  some t h i r t y  
yea r s  ago o r  more and used a s  a s ideboard ,  just because But le r  was 
a f r i e n d ,  you know, of ~ i n c o l n ' s .  And i t  w a s  o f  t h e  t ime. And M r .  
L incoln  boarded wi th  t h e  B u t l e r s  f o r  about two yea r s ,  I t h i n k  and 
he probably s a t  and looked a t  i t  p l en ty  of  t imes ,  yes .  And t h a t ' s  
t h e  only  connect ion wi th  Lincoln t h a t  i t  has ,  b u t  i t ' s  of t h e  t ime. 
So I t h i n k  i t ' s  a l o v e l y  p iece .  Now, I ' m  t r y i n g  t o  . . . 

END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE 

A .  . . . t o  Doctor Greening, and then  I gave him t w o  o t h e r  p i eces  
of M r s .  Baker 's f u r n i t u r e .  And he  has  t h a t  now because none of my 
family want them. 

Q. That ' s  a shame. 

A.  No, they  don ' t .  And s o  t h a t ' s  t h a t .  I don ' t  know. Not too  
long ago t h e  ep isode  of M r s .  Baker--the owner of them--was w r i t t e n  
up i n  t h e  newspaper. Somebody r e s u r r e c t e d  it. And t h e  family came 
an  from San Diego t o  remonstrate  about  it. ( laughs)  They d i d n ' t  
be l i eve  i t;  they  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t .  But i t  w a s  known, well known, and 
they  cou ldn ' t  do anything about i t  because it was w e l l  known. 

Q. What was t h e  s t o r y ?  I ' m  a f r a i d  I don ' t  know it .  This w a s  
L incoln ' s  . . . 
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A. W e l l ,  I don ' t  remember very w e l l .  Meeting a young, I t h i n k  he 
was a clergyman, and going t o  S t .  Louis wi th  him. And I t h i n k  t h e  
newspapers got  ho ld  of i t .  But he was a gay person,  because I know 
i n  family l e t t e r s  they  would say t o  M r s .  S t u a r t ,  'wary . . ." some- 
th ing  about h e r .  Her name . . . I c a n ' t  t h i n k  what h e r  name was now. 
It wasn't  Mary. "She was up t o  h e r  o l d  t r i c k s .  She was going out  
horseback r i d i n g  wi th  gentlemen." This  was whi le  she  was v i s i t i n g  
i n  t h e  White House. ( laughs)  So 1 guess she  was a gay person. 
( laughs)  J u l i a !  J u l i a  Baker! That w a s  h e r  name. J u l i a  Edwards. 

Q. So she  was Lincoln ' s  s is ter- in- law? 

A. No. She wasn ' t .  She was t h e  daughter of Lincoln ' s  s i s te r - in- law.  
She was t h e  daughter ,  and came ou t  t o  v i s i t  h e r  pa ren t s ,  you see .  
Ninian Edwards and h i s  wi fe .  She was t h e i r  daughter .  And i t  was 
q u i t e  we l l  known,the scandal  was; I ' m  no t  t e l l i n g  anything t h a t ' s  
under a bushel .  

Q. Well, i t  was a few y e a r s  ago, t oo .  You'd th ink  t h a t , t h e y  wouldn't 
mind so  much now. ( l augh te r )  

A .  No, i t  would be  q u i t e  t h e  t h i n g ,  wouldn't i t ?  ( laughs)  J u s t  a 
l i t t l e  i n t e r l u d e .  

Q. Where was M r .  Baker from? 

A. I don ' t  know a t h i n g  about M r .  Baker except he belonged t o  a good 
family.  And he  was appointed counsel  i n  South America, and I t h i n k  
t h a t  they  were t h e r e .  And every th ing ,  you know . . . they have t h e  
idea  t h a t  people d i d n ' t  have t h i n g s  i n  t h a t  day. Why, M r s .  Lincoln 
was brought up wi th  good th ings ,  you know. And people had handsome 
t h i n g s  i n  t h a t  day. And they  had drawing rooms and good f u r n i t u r e  
and l o t s  of t h ings .  

Q. Tha t ' s  a b e a u t i f u l  ches t  i n  t h e  d in ing  room. There a r e  two beau t i -  
f u l  c h e s t s  i n  - t h e  d in ing  room. 

A. Yes. Don't you t h i n k  t h e  s ideboard is  good? 

Q. Beau t i fu l .  And I l i k e  t h e  c h e s t  on t h i s  w a l l ,  too .  

A .  Do you? 

Q. Very p r e t t y .  Did you ever  meet Mrs. Lincoln when she  came back 
t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  Oh no, nobody d i d  I be l i eve .  I t h i n k  Mrs. Edwards was very  s e n s i t i v e  
about i t ,  and she  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  mix, you know. No, I don ' t  t h i n k  so .  
Of course ,  she  d i ed  . . . w e l l ,  I w a s  a l i t t l e  g i r l  when she  d i ed ,  
about twelve yea r s  o ld .  And I asked my f a t h e r  i f  1 could go t o  h e r  
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fune ra l .  I wanted t o  t e l l  my grandchi ldren  about  it. Well unfortun- 
a t e l y ,  I d i d n ' t  have any grandchi ldren,  b u t  I remember very we l l .  

I put  our  clergyman i n  r a t h e r  a  corner  because i n  t h e  sermon he s a i d ,  
I remember, spoke about two oaks, g r e a t  oaks, and one of them was 
s t r u c k  by l i g h t n i n g  and t h e  o t h e r  one w a s  b l a s t e d  b u t  no t  k i l l e d .  
That was t h e  s i m i l e  t h a t  he used. And it was M r .  Reed--James Reed, 
I t h i n k  i t  was. He was our  m i n i s t e r  then.  And he  was q u i t e  i n t ima te  
with my f a t h e r ;  I saw a g r e a t  d e a l  of him. And when he  came t h e  next  
t ime I asked him, "Mr .  Reed, w a s  t h a t  a t r u e  s t o r y  t h a t  you saw, o r  
d i d  you make i t  up?" ( l augh te r )  It was a  very embarrassing ques t ion  
f o r  him. I don' t  remember what he s a i d ,  bu t  i t ' s  j u s t  l i k e  a c h i l d ,  
you know, t o  s ay  th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  ( laughs)  And I never had a chance 
to t e l l  it t o  my grandchi ldren.  ( l augh te r )  

Q. But you d i d  ge t  t o  go t o  t h e  fune ra l ?  

A. Yes, I was allowed. And I wasn ' t  suppose t o ,  bu t  my f a t h e r  l e t  
me go, yes .  

Q. Where was t h e  f u n e r a l ?  

A .  It was over  a t  t h e  F i r s t  P re sby te r i an  Church. 

Q. Was t h e r e  a  l a r g e  crowd? 

A.  I don ' t  remember t h a t .  I don ' t  remember any more about i t .  

Q. But you were allowed t o  go. 

A. Y e s ,  I was allowed t o  go. And I remember t h i s  i n c i d e n t ,  t h i s  
what he t o l d ,  you know. Because t h a t  s t r u c k  a c h i l d ' s  f an t a sy .  

Q. Was t h i s  m i n i s t e r ,  M r .  Reed, do you th ink ,  was he r e l a t e d  to t h e  
Reeds of t h e  Reed and Donner p a r t y ?  

A. I don ' t  know who he  w a s  r e l a t e d  t o .  I j u s t  remember him. He had 
a  habit: of saying,  " H e m ,  hem, hem," be fo re  he  began.  hat's what I 
remember p r i n c i p a l l y  about him--his sermons. 

Q. I t h i n k  c h i l d r e n ' s  remembrances o f t e n  a r e  . . . 
A. I t h i n k  they  do very  o f t e n  remember l i t t l e  h a b i t s ,  you know, and 
things. c hat's what impresses them r e a l l y ,  you know. ( t ape  turned 
o f f  and on aga in)  

Q. Vachel Lindsay? 

A .  Yes, q u i t e  we l l .  
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Q. You a l s o  knew h i s  s i s t e r ,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A. Olive? Yes, I knew Olive w e l l ,  too.  But Vachel I knew b e t t e r  
because we knew him f o r  yea r s ,  f o r  s e v e r a l ,  f o r  a number of years .  
And he used t o  come out .  And when he had company he o f t e n  asked t o  
bring them o u t ,  too ,  for dinner  o r  something of t h a t  kind.  He l i k e d  . . . 
t o  enjoy someone e l s e ,  and e s p e c i a l l y  when he  was w r i t i n g  "The Chinese 
Night ingale ,"  we almost f e l t  we had a p a r t  i n  i t .  

Q. Why? 

A .  Well, because he 'd  b r i n g  i t  out--in i t ' s  d i f f e r e n t  phases,  you 
know--and read and a sk  f o r  c r i t i c i s m .  He w a s  very eager  t o  g e t  your 
opinion of t h a t .  He w a s  no t  a t  all t h e  kind you couldn ' t  suggest  
something t o  i t  it  w a s  r i g h t .  And my husband was something of a pu res t  
i n  some ways about language and so  f o r t h ,  and Vachel, I th ink ,  r e a l l y  
r e l i e d  on him a t  t imes,  and asked a ques t ion .  

Q. H i s  s i s t e r ,  was she  i n  Sunnyside? A member of Sunnyside? 
5 

A. I don ' t  know what Olive was. I knew h e r  and h e r  i d e a l s ,  b u t  I 
don ' t  know much about h e r  f r i e n d s ,  who they  were he re  and so f o r t h .  

Q.  How about h i s  wife? 

A .  She w a s  a b e a u t i f u l  woman, and very c l eve r .  I t h i n k  she has  never 
been w r i t t e n  up properly.  I used t o  s e e  h e r  when I went t o  Boston. 
We always had dinner  t oge the r ,  and t h e  l a s t  t ime I remember was when 
we went t o  t h e  Japanese museum of e t ch ings  they  had. And then was 
when she  had begun t o  show t h e  e f f e c t s  of t h e  cancer  she  had. But 
she  was a very t a l e n t e d  woman, too .  I enjoyed h e r  vezy much. 

Q. I ' v e  heard t h a t  she was well-loved i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

A ,  Yes, and she  had an  awful ly hard t ime because t h e r e  wasn't  money 
t o  pay t h e  grocery b i l l ,  you know, and i t  would be p r e t t y  hard.  They 
had two children--she taught  i n  Boston i n  a c o l l e g e  and . . . I t h i n k  
she had a hard t i m e  i n  l i fe .  He should never have married; he wasn't  
t h e  t ype  t o  marry--domestic t h ings  d i d n ' t  worry him. 

Q. What would she  do h e r e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  when he went on h i s  t r i p s ?  

A. Oh, s t a y  a t  home. But t h e  t r o u b l e  wi th  him w a s ,  he  got a p r e t t y  
good f e e  f o r  each. He d i d n ' t  enjoy i t  much, bu t  he spent  a good dea l  
of i t ,  too ,  i n  t h e  h o t e l .  He had no idea  of  money. He wasn't  t h a t  
type.  He j u s t  wasn' t t h a t .  

Q. So t h e  family had a hard time? 

A ,  The family? Yes, they  d id .  They had a hard time. I n  f a c t ,  they  
had a hard time r a i s i n g  t h e  money t o  pay t h e  grocery b i l l  a f t e r  he 

5. Sunnyside is  an  o ld  i n v i t a t i o n a l  membership l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  made 

up of Sp r ing f i e ld  women. 
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d i ed  and l e f t .  Fr iends  volunteered and pa id  i t ,  bu t  I don ' t  t h i n k  
t h a t ' s  ever  been pu t  i n  wr i t i ng ;  I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  ought t o  be. But 
she  w a s  unusual.  

Q. Was she  from Spr ing f i e ld?  

A .  Oh no. She was out  from t h e  West. She was a t eache r  i n  some 
g i r l ' s  c o l l e g e  o r  something when he met he r .  She was young, bu t  she  
was. And brought he r  he re  as a b r ide .  I t h i n k  . . . I ' m  no t  s u r e  
whether they  had one baby o r  no t .  I ' m  n o t  su re .  I t ' s  a p i t y  . . . 
t h e  son ' s  turned out  p r e t t y  we l l .  He's been t o  s e e  me s i n c e  h e ' s  . . . 
but  h e ' s  turned out  f a i r l y  w e l l ,  bu t  h e ' s  had a hard t ime because he 
had a b i g  family h imsel f .  But t h e  daughter ,  I don ' t  know what 's  become 
of he r .  She was dec idedly  o f f .  I don ' t  mean mental ly ,  but  something 
was wrong; I don ' t  know what. She married an Englishman, you know. 
I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t h e  phi losopher ' s  name t h a t ' s  quoted everywhere--it 's  
h i s  son. And he adopted h e r  children--two c h i l d r e n  she  had, I th ink ,  
o r  one. I don ' t  know. And then  they  separa ted  and she  went o f f  wi th  
somebody e l s e ,  I th ink .  I don' t  know what 's  become of her ;  I never 
hear  of he r .  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  Miss [E l i zabe th ]  Graham knows; maybe 
she  does. But of course  Miss Graham i s  a remarkable person. You 
ought t o  ge t  he r .  She'd have something t o  t e l l  you because s h e ' s  
met a l o t  of i n t e r e s t i n g  people through the  Lindsay Associat ion.  
And t h a t ' s  h e r  l i f e .  And s h e ' s  been a wonderful person. I thoroughly 
admire he r .  

Q.  Yes, someone is  working wi th  Miss Graham on t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y ,  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  as it r e f e r s  t o  VacheL Lindsay. 

A .  Yes. Well, she  l i v e s  and b rea thes  Vachel Lindsay. There 's  nothing 
e l s e  i n  l i f e  bu t  Vachel Lindsay. And I ' m  amazed a t  t h e  v i t a l i t y  she  
has when she  i s  doing what she does.  I t h i n k  s h e ' s  a wonderful woman, 
wonderful. 

Q. Was she  always so i n t e r e s t e d  i n  Vachel Lindsay? 

A. No, I don' t  t h i n k  s o  u n t i l  . . . you s e e  she  w a s  . . . M i s s  [Susan] 
Wilcox was h i s  school teacher ,  you know, t h a t  encouraged him. And 
t h i s  Miss Graham was very  fond of M i s s  Wilcox. And M i s s  Wilcox l e f t - -  
I t h i n k ,  I don ' t  know t h i s - - l e f t  h e r  some money o r  t h e  house o r  some- 
t h i n g  o r  o t h e r .  And s i n c e  then ,  she ' s  devoted h e r s e l f  t o  Vachel Lindsay, 
and spreading the  knowledge. Her g r e a t  aim has been, I th ink ,  t o  spread 
t h e  knowledge among schoolchi ldren .  And she  has  the i n t e r e s t  of going 
t o  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n t  schools  and s t i m u l a t i n g  t h e  young people,  o r  i f  
they  come t o  h e r  house, she  w i l l  give them some r e c i t a t i o n  o r  some- 
thing--do f o r  them Vachel. But I don ' t  t h ink ,  pe r sona l ly ,  t h a t  she  
ever  knew Vachel much. I t h i n k  t h i s  has  come on as s o r t  of legacy.  

Q.  Tha t ' s  i n t e r e s t i n g .  
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A. But I don't  know, She may have, I ' v e  never asked h e r  i f  she  d i d ,  
but  I th ink  she  was a  school teacher  under Miss Wilcox and i t  was 
through Miss Wilcox t h a t  she  became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s .  Because she  
wasn't  around when I knew Vachel a t  t h e  t ime of  h i s  dea th  and about 
t h a t .  She wasn ' t  . . . I never  heard  of  M i s s  Graham u n t i l  a f t e r  M i s s  
Wilcox's death.  

Q. I t ake  i t  Vachel Lindsay w a s  q u i t e  a  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  person? 

A .  Well, I'll t e l l  you. The men i n  Spr ingf ie ld- - tha t  is ,  the country 
c lub  s e t  and so for th- - jus t  couldn ' t  understand him. They had no use 
f o r  him, They f e l t  t h a t  i n s t e a d  of  going around t h e  count ry ,  as he 
did ,  making v e r s e s  and s e l l i n g  them, he 'd  b e t t e r  g e t  down t o  work. 
Now, h i s  f a t h e r  was a  phys ic ian ,  a  poor physician--1 don' t  mean poor 
i n  knowledge, bu t  they  were poor. He'd go out  i n  t h e  country--and I 
know D r .  Taylor and some very  noted doc to r s  t a lked  t o  me about it-- 
and for a d o l l a r ,  i n  t h e  midnight a i r  and co ld  weather and all s o r t s  
of t h i n g s ,  D r .  Ltndsay would go. 

And Vachel was, they  thought ,  presumably sunning himself i n  va r ious  
ways of which they  had no use f o r .  My b r o t h e r s  were t h a t  way. I know 
they  d i d n ' t  c a r e  f o r  Vachel; they  thought he w a s  a  l i t t l e  b i t  crazy.  
And he wasn ' t .  He was-frowned an - . by t h e  country s e t ,  you might say.  
The country c lub  s e t  had no use f o r  him whatever. They couldn ' t  
understand h i s  poetry;  they  d i d n ' t  l i k e  him, h i s  odd ways; and they  
j u s t  wouldn't t ake  him on. And t h a t  h u r t  him; i t  r e a l l y  h u r t  him. 
You'd wonder why he  cared ,  bu t  h e  d i d  ca re .  And it was kind of hard.  
1 t h i n k  he  would have enjoyed being accepted,  you know, by his people.  

Now, before  he d ied ,  I went t o  a  last  r e c i t a t i o n  he gave a t  t h e  Chris- 
t i a n  Church and I do t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  people app rec i a t ed  him t h a t  night. 
I t h i n k  he  got  a  l i t t l e  app rec i a t ion .  But as a r u l e ,  many times he  
got t h e  cold shoulder .  He was a crank,  you know, and they had no use 
f o r  him. That ' s  a l l  t h e r e  was t o  i t .  They j u s t  wouldn't have him. 
I know, my own family were t h a t  way. 

Q. But y e t  he came t o  your house o f t en .  

A .  Oh, but  t h a t  was--there I don ' t  mean t h e  Browns, I mean S t u a r t  
and C h r i s t i n e .  You know h e  wrote  a poem t o  Jane ,  and C h r i s t i n e  was 
a  f r i e n d  of h i s ,  too .  But my b r o t h e r  S t u a r t  never encouraged him t o  
come t o  his house, I know t h a t .  And Owsley had no use  f o r  him; he 
thought he was kind of a  crank. And t h a t  was t h e  way. They weren ' t  
t h e  only ones; t h e  ma jo r i t y  of people.  He came t o  t h e  Ide house--I 
l i v e d  there--and t h a t ' s  when we were f r i e n d s .  And some of t h e  o t h e r  
members of t h e  family l i k e d  him t h e r e ,  too .  But he was, you might 
say ,  no t  welcomed by t h e  people he would l i k e  t o  have been welcomed 
with.  I don ' t  know why he  cared so much, bu t  he d id .  

Q. Makes him sound a  b i t  o f  a  l o n e l y  person,  
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A .  I t h i n k  he was a l o n e l y  person. Of course  he was always paying 
a t t e n t i o n ,  l i k e  . . . some g i r l ;  he  was always mooning about ,  about 
some g i r l .  But I t h i n k  he w a s  a very  l o n e l y  person because h i s  i d e a l  
weren't  understood. There was a group h e r e  then  of people l i k e  W i l l i s  
Spaulding, t h e  Spauldings, and some of t h e  o t h e r  people t h a t  were 
considered s l i g h t l y  odd (laughs)--you know how they  were--that enjoyed 
him and would have him, bu t  no t  t h e  country c lub  s e t ,  no. They had 
no use  f o r  him. I know t h a t  w a s  so. 

Q. To whom would he read?  For i n s t ance ,  you mentioned reading  "The 
Chinese Night ingale ."  To you and who e l s e ?  

A. My husband. My husband enjoyed him. O f  course  t h a t  could be 
known, because I wouldn't i n  any o t h e r  way have . . . he wouldn't 
have come j u s t  t o  s e e  me, no. He was our  f r i e n d ,  yes .  And h e  d i d  
come. And M r s .  Lindsay was my f r i e n d ,  too.  And I don' t  suppose you 
know M r s .  Walter Al len ' s  r e p u t a t i o n ,  do you? 

Q. No. 

A. She was an  Anti-Ruster and perhaps t h e  most ou ts tanding  one I ' v e  
ever  known. She knew more than  most of us .  She was a Canadian 
brought he re  by h e r  husband who was a lawyer. And she knew books 
and th ings  t h a t  we  d i d n ' t  know. She was r e a l l y  q u i t e  ou ts tanding  as 
a s cho la r  i n  many ways--not t h a t  you ever  knew it--and a person t h a t  
was very f a s c i n a t i n g  t o  young people.  She was o l d e r  than  most of u s ,  
a l i t t l e  b i t  o l d e r ,  and she  apprec i a t ed  Vachel. And I t h i n k  h i s  wi fe ,  
too .  And a g r e a t  many people had a g r e a t  reverence f o r  Mrs. Al len ,  
bu t  she ' s  been dead now many years .  

Q. What was her husband's name? 

A. Walter ,  Walter Allen.  They were members of Chr i s t  [ ~ p i s c o p a l ]  
Church. She was a Roman Cathol ic  who had . . . w e l l ,  I don ' t  t h i n k  
she ever  changed. But she  gave us  books and out looks.  She was an 
English woman t h a t  we hadn ' t  had be fo re ,  and I t h i n k  we ought t o  f e e l  
very g r a t e f u l  f o r .  She was g r e a t  f r i e n d s  of t h e  Humphrey g i r l s ,  and 
she was a g r e a t  f r i e n d  of  mine, and we owe h e r  a good dea l .  

Q. Were t h e  Humphreys f r i e n d s  of Vachel Lindsay? 

A .  Yes. They were g r e a t  f r i e n d s  of Vachel Lindsay. And I t h i n k  
Mary encouraged him a good d e a l ,  too .  ( t ape  turned o f f  and on aga in)  . . . no, a l l  I remember i s  going i n  t h e  [Herndon] s t o r e .  H e  w a s  
always the re .  And h i s  s t o r e  was t h e  s t o r e  of Sp r ing f i e ld .  It was - 
be fo re  . . . we had Bressmers a l i t t l e  l a t e r ,  bu t  . . . I remember . . 
I knew a l l  t h e  c l e r k s ,  we knew a l l  t h e  c l e r k s .  And t h a t ' s  about a l l  
I knew. I don't  . . . I never came i n  con tac t  with him d i r e c t l y ,  
bu t  I could s e e  him now. 

Q. Where was t h e  s t o r e  then? 

5. Anti-Rust is an o l d  i n v i t a t i o n a l  membership l i t e r a r y  s o c i e t y  made 

up of Sp r ing f i e ld  women. 
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A. Le t  me s e e  . . . on F i f t h  S t r e e t ,  I th ink .  I would say no t  too  
f a r  from where they  b u i l t  t h e  f i r s t  s t o r e .  They r e b u i l t  t h e  s t o r e ;  
I t h i n k  i t  w a s  about t h e r e .  And they  had t h e  b e s t  dressmaking depar t -  
ment. The only p l ace  where you could buy r e a l  l a c e  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  
they had it .  I had s e v e r a l  d re s ses  i n  my wedding t rousseau  made t h e r e ,  
and I remember f a i n t i n g  away because I ' d  s tood too long. ( laugh)  
And I don' t  know, they  had t h e  b e s t  dressmaker i n  town, M i s s  Murphy. 
And I don ' t  know; t h a t ' s  a l l  I know about it .  

Q. How about Grandmother Herndon? 

A. Well, I t o l d  you . . . 
Q. Aside from t h a t .  ( laughs)  

A. W e l l ,  I ' l l  t e l l  you, s h e  was r a t h e r  a s e r i o u s  woman--sort of grim, 
I th ink .  That ' s  my idea  a s  a c h i l d .  I never knew h e r  except  j u s t  . . . 
a s  t h e  church and always knowing, and one of t h e  persons t h a t  you 
knew. But I don ' t  t h i n k  I can t e l l  you anyth ing  more about he r .  
Miss Mary was t h e  one t h a t  was t h e  s o c i a b l e  one, and t h a t  I t h i n k  
you knew . . . you were b e t t e r  acquainted with.  

Q. I ' v e  heard M i s s  Mary w a s  q u i t e  adventuresome. 

A. Adventuresome? How? 

Q. Didn't  she  d r i v e  a c a r  e a r l y ?  

A,  Well, she  might have. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  Yes, s h e  might be. 
She was very f r i e n d l y ,  1 know, and you f e l t  a t  home wi th  he r .  She 
w a s  that type  of person that you d i d n ' t  f e e l  s t i f f  about.  And . . . 
l e t  m e  t h ink  i f  I can t h i n k  anyth ing  e l s e  about he r .  No, t h a t ' s  
about a l l  I knew. 

Q. I guess Miss Al i ce  Bunn l i v e d  next  door t o  them f o r  many yea r s .  

A .  Y e s .  I knew h e r  very  w e l l ,  Miss Bunn. She was r e a l l y  a f r i e n d  
of mine. And she  was a very wonderful woman i n  some ways. She was 
g r e a t  on t h e  church and would have done anyth ing  f o r  t h e  church. She 
had a11 k inds  of i d e a s  t o  b e n e f i t  t h e  church. 

Q. Is i t  t r u e  t h a t  she  d i d  n o t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h e  mail system? 

A. I never  heard . . . 
Q .  The p o s t a l  system? 

A .  I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  You mean s e n t  Adolph around on e r r ands  a l l  
t h e  t ime? Why, I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t .  I know one morning, e a r l y ,  I 
woke up and t h e r e  was Adolph wi th  a l i t t l e  matchbox o r  something-- 
t h i s  w a s  when she  w a s  g e t t i n g  a l i t t l e  old--and she had telephoned 
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me and asked me i f  I l i k e d  t h a t .  And I s a i d  yes.  ( laughs)  And she  
s e n t  Adolph r i g h t  over wi th  i t .  But she  w a s  g iv ing  l i t t l e  souven i t s -  
around t o  he r  f r i e n d s .  But I don ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  t h e r e  was anything t o  
t h a t ,  no. She w a s  very generous and wanted t o  do a l l  she could f o r  
people,  and e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  church. 1 t h i n k  she  helped o u t  our  
m i n i s t e r  on s e v e r a l  t r i p s - - I  don ' t  know s e v e r a l ,  b u t  anyway one I 
know she  s e n t  him abroad on,  She t o l d  me so .  D r .  Graebel. (pause) 
And I don' t  know anything e l s e  about h e r .  She was . . . she  loved 
s o c i e t y  and people.  

Q. It sounds l i k e  i t  was q u i t e  gay i n  s o c i e t y ,  yea r s  ago. 

A. Oh yes,  i t  was. 

Q. You had a good time. 

A .  Yes, we c e r t a i n l y  d id .  We had a good time. I remember one time 
wai t ing  f o r  a party--my e s c o r t  t o  come--and my b ro the r  Ed and h i s  
w i f e  were t h e r e .  And I had a b i g  bunch of r o s e s  t h a t  had been s e n t  
me t o  carry--which was p e r f e c t l y  s i l l y  because you know we were 
dancing a11 the t i m e  and you had t o  put  them down, you know, bu t  then  
t h a t  was t h e  th ing .  And my s is te r - in- law saying t o  me, "Well, you 
t h i n k  you're  going t o  have a good t ime,  b u t  Ed and I a r e  going home 
and eat turkey  sandwiches, and w e ' l l  have a b e t t e r  one." ( l augh te r )  

Q. Most of t h e  dances were he ld  a t  t h e  Leland, you say? 

A. Yes. A l l  of them. That w a s  t h e  one p l ace  where you . . . they 
c l ea red  t h e  d in ing  room o u t ,  t h a t  w a s  i t .  It was a g r e a t  b i g  d in ing  
room, and t h a t  was c l ea red  out  f o r  t h e  dance, o r  t h e  b a l l s .  And, a s  
I say ,  chaperones s a t  a l l  around t h e  w a l l  and watched and c r i t i c i z e d ,  
I suppose, and gossiped. But we d i d n ' t  mind t h a t .  

Q .  When d id  t h e  Abraham Lincoln Hotel  . . . 
A .  I don ' t  know. I went t o  one b a l l  t h a t  they  c a l l e d  t h e  Surv ivors '  
Ba l l .  And I remember wearing a b lue  s a t i n  d r e s s  t h a t  w a s  mine when 
I w a s  young, and I th ink  we'd been--it w a s  about twenty yea r s  a f t e r ,  
I ' m  n o t  su re .  The b a l l s  had been d iscont inued  and they  c a l l e d  i t  
t h e  Surv ivors '  B a l l ,  and a l l  t h e  people t h a t  were l i v i n g  then  went 
and 1 wore t h i s  d r e s s  t h a t  w a s  a d r e s s  of my t rousseau .  And somebody 
s a i d  t o  m e ,  "Oh, a r e  you wearing your grandmother's d re s s?"  ( laughs)  

11 I s a i d ,  No, i t ' s  my own! l1 ( l augh te r )  They cou ldn ' t  hard ly  b e l i e v e  
i t .  ( l augh te r )  So . . . I don ' t  know. That was the  one b a l l  t h a t  
I remember. And almost a l l  my o l d  f r i e n d s  were l i v i n g  then.  It was 
W i l l  Pa t ton  and George [ inaud ib l e ]  a l o t  of them, and my husband, of 
course.  And we s t i l l l o v e d  t o  dance, so . . . 
Q. I ' v e  heard of t h e  America House as a h o t e l .  

A .  Well, you mean . . . t h e  Chenerys had a house t h a t  my mother 
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wrote up a l i t t l e  b i t .  Where t h e  w a i t r e s s e s  used t o  g ive  a b a l l  once 
a year  and a l l  t h e  young men of t h e  town went. 

Q. I haven ' t  heard t h a t  s t o r y .  

A.  Yes. Well, t h a t ' s  i n  t h a t  s t o r y  of Sp r ing f i e ld  s o c i e t y  be fo re  
t he  C i v i l  War. My mother wrote t h a t ,  you know. And she  got most 
of h e r  information--of course  she  d i d n ' t  l i v e  then;  it wasn't  h e r  
t ime because she w a s  younger than that--but she  got  t h a t  from Mrs. 
Palmer and M r .  John Bunn and M r .  Dubois. They were st i l l  l i v i n g  and 
su rv ivo r s  of t h a t  time. And t h a t ' s  where she  got h e r  information on 
t h a t .  

Q. She was q u i t e  e n t e r p r i s i n g  t o  do i t .  

A. Well, she d id  i t  f o r  Anti-Rust, you know. 

Q. Oh, t h a t  one. ~ i d n ' t  you read t h a t  one t o  us? 

A .  Yes. They've asked me t o  f o r  q u i t e  a while .  Then she  wrote a l s o  . . . 
t h e  other one t h a t  she  wrote ,  h e r  childhood i n  Kentucky she wrote f o r  
Anti-Rust, too .  Those two papers ,  because I asked h e r  t o .  Yes. 

Q. Good f o r  you. 

A .  Yes. (pause) 

Q.  Do you have any o t h e r  i deas  of  people I should t a l k  t o?  

A .  No, a l l  my f r i e n d s  a r e  gone. I mean, no t  t h e  younger ones,  bu t  
a l l  my age. I have no one l e f t  now. You s e e ,  I 'll be 99 soon--next 
two weeks--and all of  them a r e  gone. So I couldn ' t  r e f e r  you t o  anyone. 
But I do t h i n k  M i s s  Graham is important .  I t h i n k  s h e ' s  very important ,  
and I don ' t  know anybody e l s e  t h a t  I could say .  ( t ape  turned  o f f  and 
on aga in)  

. . . your own. And when you f e e l  l i k e  it ,  I ' d  be glad t o  t a l k  t o  you 
anytime t h a t  you ' re  i n t e r e s t e d .  If you're  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  
and perhaps t h e r e ' l l  be something i n  t h e  p re sen t  ( laughs)  w e  can 
s t i l l  t a l k  about .  

Q.  Very f i n e .  I ' d  enjoy t h a t .  

END OF TAPE 
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A.  People d i d n ' t  w r i t e  much about t h e  s o c i e t y  and my mother got  t h a t  
from, d e f i n i t e l y ,  t h e  people who made i t  here .  F i r s t  hand. And I 
t h i n k  t h a t ' s  one of  t h e  most va luab le  t h ings  i n  t h e  bound book. 

Q. That w a s  very  i n t e r e s t i n g .  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  read t h e  whole t h i n g  
because I wanted t o  read  your p a r t  f i r s t ,  bu t  I d i d  . . . 
A. Well, my p a r t  w a s  unimportant compared wi th  t h e  o t h e r s .  ( laughs)  
Now, t h a t ' s  something I r e a l l y  f e e l .  I wrote  i t  f o r  my nephews without  
ever  t h ink ing  of publ i sh ing  it. 

Q.  And f o r  me, people l i k e  me. 

A .  Well, I c a n ' t  s e e  what people l i k e  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h i s .  The only  
th ing  is ,  of  course  I suppose i t ' s  kind of  a  p i c t u r e  of t h e  t imes.  

Q.  Yes, yes  i t  is. Af t e r  l i s t e n i n g  t o  t h e  tape and reading your book, 
may I a s k  you a  few s p e c i f i c  ques t ions?  

A .  Yes. I ' l l  t r y  t o  answer a s  w e l l  a s  I can. 

Q. Do you remember t a l k i n g  about Jane  Addams? 

A .  Yes. 

Q. When she  v i s i t e d  Spr ing f i e ld?  And then  you went t o  Colorado wi th  
h e r ?  

A. Yes, I was i n  a boarding house wi th  he r .  

Q. I n  Colorado o r  here? 

A .  Yes, Boulder. 

Q. Now, what were you doing i n  Colorado then? 

A .  Well, 1 was v i s i t i n g  f r i e n d s .  And she  w a s  j u s t  t h e r e  f o r  the 
summer. 

Q. You just both  happened t o  be t h e r e ?  

A .  We just happened t o  be t h e r e .  I knew h e r ,  I had m e t  he r .  It 
wasn't  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know h e r ,  bu t  we j u s t  happened t o  be  t h e r e  f o r  
a s h o r t  t ime toge the r .  

Q. I see .  So you d i d  no t  p lan  the t r i p  t oge the r .  
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A. Oh no, it wasn ' t  anything . . . I doubt i f  she was l i v i n g  she 'd  
remember me hard ly .  It was a casua l  . . . except t h a t  I knew h e r  and 
admired he r  so  much, and of  course ,  everybody he re  knew her .  When 
she  came, she s tayed  always wi th  Mrs. Hugh Morrison a t  Logan Place .  
And she  came down q u i t e  o f t e n .  So I knew h e r ;  I mean she 'd  remember 
me now. 

Q. Why d i d  she  come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  Well, I c a n ' t  t e l l  you t h a t .  The l e g i s l a t u r e  she  w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  
i n ,  of course ,  you know. Then t h e r e  was t h e  f e e l i n g  of a l l  people 
who were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  phi lan thropy,  i n  what she  w a s  doing, and 
Spr ing f i e ld  n a t u r a l l y  had i t s  c e n t e r .  

Q.  What was she  like? Do you remember? 

A .  Very unassuming. I ' l l  t e l l  you, the t h i n g  t h a t  impressed me w a s  
t h a t  she  would a sk  your opin ion  a s  though she  wanted i t - -wel l ,  we 
weren ' t  anybody, you know--and as though she  valued i t .  You know t h e  
d i f f e r e n c e  between people.  She never  d i d  anything f o r  e f f e c t .  

Q. Would you remember about  what yea r s  t hese  were? 

A .  N o ,  I doubt i t  because . . . no, I don ' t  t h i n k  I could wi th  any 
d e f i n i t e  . . . 
Q. Now, you were connected wi th  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s?  

A .  Yes. 

Q.  What d id  you do? 

A.  W e l l ,  1'11 t e l l  you how I happened t o  b e  connected wi th  it  i n  t h e  
beginning. I was j u s t  a young g i r l .  My s i s te r - in- law taught  t h e  
Sunday school  out  t h e r e  every Sunday. The Sunday school  w a s  j u s t  a l l  
of t h e  c h i l d r e n  toge the r .  W e  t aught  them songs. And when she  got 
marr ied,  I succeeded t o  one of t h e  pos i t ions- - jus t  p lay ing  t h e  piano, 
I always played t h e  piano f o r  them. 

Q. What was he r  name? 

A. Brown. 

Q. Your s i s te r - in- law? 

A .  My s is te r - in- law,  be fo re  she  was marr ied,  you mean? 

Q. Yes. What was he r  name? 

A. She w a s  t h e  daughter of Henry Dement, Secre ta ry  of S t a t e .  And 
u n t i l  I marr ied,  I was ou t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  Home. And loved it. And I 
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knew a l l  t h e  f i r s t  women who s t a r t e d  t h e  thfng  perhaps. M r s .  P a s f i e l d  
and a l o t  of o t h e r s  l i k e  t h a t .  And . . . I was j u s t  t r y i n g  t o  t h ink  
i f  t h e r e  was anything.  They were wonderful managers and r a i s e d  the  
money t o  run i t  then.  There was no fund o r  anything;  j u s t  they had 
t o  go out  and ge t  i t  i n  d i f f e r e n t  ways, t h e  money. 

Q. How d i d  they  g e t  t h e  money? 

A .  Well, they had Christmas f a i r s ,  one th ing .  They asked, d e f i n i t e l y ,  
funds from people.  And t h e  people t h a t  they  asked, of course ,  were 
people who had been through t h e  war and they  r e a l i z e d  t h e  need, They 
made i t .  Well, then  I married and went away and when I came back 
marr ied,  I was s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  Home, of t h e  execut ive  committee. I 
w a s  for  ten yea r s  t h e r e .  And I was very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  s o c i a l  work 
they  were doing. And they  s t a r t e d  t h e  j u v e n i l e  c o u r t ,  you know, a t  
t h a t  t ime. And I don ' t  know of anything s p e c i a l  except t h a t  I j u s t  
was s e c r e t a r y  f o r  q u i t e  a while--ten years .  

Q. And then what hkppened t o  t h e  Home for t h e  F r i end le s s?  

A. Well, i t ' s  s t i l l  going, of course .  

Q. It is now? 

A .  Yes, but no t  under t h a t  name. It 's under t h e  name of  . . . they  
just changed t h e i r  name; I ' m  a f r a i d  I can ' t  . . . 
Q. Mental Heal th Assoc ia t ion?  

A .  No, they 've  changed it  t o .  W e l l ,  they c o n f l i c t e d ,  they  had a con- 
f l i c t  wi th  t h e  home they  c a l l e d  t h e  Child and Family Serv ice ,  and 
they 've just changed t h e i r  name. 

Q. I see. So t h a t  was o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s .  

A. It w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s ,  yes .  

Q. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t .  

A. And i n  a way, it s t a r t e d  many of the s o c i a l  work i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  
I f  you go c l e a r  back y o u ' l l  s e e  it--some of t h e  members of t h e  . . . 
they  worked, always t r i e d  t o ,  wi th  t h e  s t a t e .  

Q. Yes. They got  money from t h e  s t a t e ?  

A. Well, no t  i n  t h e  beginning,  bu t  they  d i d  a f te rwards .  

Q. When d id  i t  s t a r t ,  do you know? 

A .  The Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s?  W e l l ,  when t h e  t roops  came back 
from the C i v i l  War and went through--I t h i n k  i t  was Kansas, now I ' m  
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no t  too  r e l i a b l e ;  you'd b e t t e r  n o t  t r u s t  me e n t i r e l y  on t h i s  because 
I haven ' t  got  d a t e s  i n  my head. I c a n ' t  keep them very  wel l .  But 
they saw t h e  need f o r  chi ldren-- the soldiers--and they were a d i f f e r -  
e n t  . . . oh, it  has a whole h i s t o r y  of its own. You cou ldn ' t  . . . 
I don ' t  know t h e  exac t  sequence of i t ,  bu t  t h e r e  were some of t h e  
churches t h a t  were e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  And 1 can ' t  t e l l  you which 
ones. 

Q. Before you were marr ied,  what d i d  you do with t h e  Home f o r  t h e  
F r i end le s s ,  then? 

A.  Before I was married what d id  I do? 

Q .  Yes, with t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s .  

A. Well, I j u s t  t o l d  you. 

Q. You were s e c r e t a r y  t e n  yea r s  a f t e r  . . . 
A .  What I d i d  f o r  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s ,  I w a s  s e c r e t a r y ,  and 
I was a l s o ,  i n  t h e  beginning,  a Sunday school  teacher .  

Q. A t  t h e  Home. I see .  Now, you t a l k e d  about Vachel Lindsay 's  w i f e  
i n  one of t he  t a p e s  and s a i d  t h a t  you v i s i t e d  h e r  i n  Boston a f t e r  
h i s  dea th .  

Yes, I saw h e r  a number of  t imes ,  We were f r i e n d s .  

I see .  You s a i d  t h e  g i r l s  went wi th  you. 

That who? 

The g i r l s .  Do you remember? 

I don ' t  t h i n k  I got t h a t .  

Oh, t o  Boston. 

Who went wi th  me? 

 hat's what I was asking.  

You mean i n  Boston? 

Yes. Do you remember i f  anyone went w i th  you on any t r i p s .  

No, no t  wi th  M r s .  Lindsay. 

I s e e .  

Yes. We were j u s t  f r i e n d s  as you and I would be.  
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TP. The g i r l s ?  

Q. Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  what I thought .  

TP. The g i r l s  went with you Eas t ,  didn't they? Caro l ine  and . . . 
A. Oh, my t h r e e  n i e c e s  were i n  c o l l e g e  i n  Boston--no, they  were no t  
a l l ,  bu t  . . . yes .  

Q. Who a r e  your t h r e e  n i eces?  

A .  My t h r e e  n i eces?  Who a r e  they? Well, one lives i n  Boston. She 
is a s o c i a l  worker a t  Boston . . . s h e ' s  i n  t h e  Boston b i g  . . . Mass . . . 
TP. Massachusetts General [Hosp i t a l ] .  

Q. Oh. 

A. The one that l i v e s  in Springfield--Mrs. Robert G i l l e s p i e .  And 
one l i v e s  i n  Michigan and i s  Mrs. . . . 
TP. M r s .  John Blunt.  

A .  Yes. 

TP.  John Blunt.  Katherine.  

Q .  Now, who were t h e i r  pa ren t s?  Your b ro the r s?  

A. M r .  and Mrs. Brown. They were Browns.   hat's how p a r t  of t h a t  
book belongs t o  them, you see .  

Q. Which Browns were they? What was his name? 

A .  W e l l ,  my b r o t h e r ' s  name and my name, my f a t h e r ,  was Chris topher  
Brown that's i n  t h e  book. 

TP. Her b ro the r  Owsley. 

Q. Owsley. Had t h e  t h r e e  daughters? 

TP, Yes. 

Q. I see. 

TP. Tha t ' s  t h e  only f u l l  b ro the r  she  had. 

Q. Yes, t h e  o t h e r s  ha l f -bro thers .  Right.  Do you remember a M r s .  
McCormick from Chicago? 

A. Oh yes.  She was one of t h e  most b r i l l i a n t  women I 've eve r  met. 
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Q. What was her husband's name? 

A. She was the daughter of . . . I can't think of his name now--a 
well-known politician here. I can't think of it now. 

Q. What was her husband's first name? Do you remember? 

Q. Oh, Medill. He was a senator? 

A. Yes, a state senator. 

Q. State senator. 

A .  And they were interested--she was-in the woman's vote. 

Q. I see, she was , . . 
A. She came down here, and one year they rented a house here. But 
she was a very attractive woman. 

Q. Were you involved in that? 

A. Involved in that? Not much. Not too much. I went sometimes when 
they needed a vote, or to talk to a senator, I remember one of my 
friends who was ill--not was ill, but . . . One senator saying, "Go 
away, woman. Go away. I'm a sick man." (laughs) 

Q. Were you for or against women's voting? 

A. Oh, I was for it. 

Q. Good. (laughter) 

A. I wasn't so keen about it as some people, but I did what I could. 

Q. Did you lobby in the capitol for anything? 

A. No. 

Q. Now, when you returned to Springfield after you were married and 
lived in Wisconsin, you worked with the Home for the Friendless. Did 
you do anything else in the community that you remember? 

A. Well, yes. When they started the Family Welfare, I was on that 
board. It's now merged . . . it merged some years ago with the Home 
for the Friendless. They're now one. 

Q. Now you were married in what year? 



El izabe th  Ide  

TP. The book i s  wrong on t h a t .  

Q. Oh, r e a l l y ?  Yes, I thought i n  1898 i t  s a i d ,  d idn f  t i t ?  

TP. No, 1894 i t  s a i d  i n  t h e  book. It is 1896, though, because she  
got  ou t  h e r  wedding c e r t i f i c a t e  and v e r i f i e d  i t .  

Q. Now, you were involved i n  t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  Survey, r i g h t ?  

A .  Do you mean t h e  Russe l l  Sage? 

Q. Yes. 

A .  Yes, very  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it! 

Q. That was around 19141 

A .  Well, I ' m  kind of hazy about t h e  da te .  

Q. I t h i n k  1912, something . . . So what d i d  you do . . . 
A .  I was  chairman of vo lun tee r s  i n  t h a t .  

Q. How many vo lun tee r s  were involved? 

A .  Well, were suppose t o  have a  hundred. 

Q. One hundred. And you c a l l e d  people up t o  t r y  t o  g e t  them t o  do 
t h e  work. Now, what kind of work d id  t h e s e  vo lun tee r s  do? 

A. Wel1,they d id  a l l  s o r t s .  They went t o  t h e  j a i l s  and got t h e  
s t a t i s t i c s .  And each, of course,  department had i t s  own . . . wel l ,  
f i g u r e s .  I cou ldn ' t  give you anything on that. I ' m  n o t  r e l i a b l e  
enough t o .  But i t  was very  succes s fu l .  I mean people ' s  i n t e r e s t  
was. 

Q. B u t v o l u n t e e r s .  . . 
A .  Some of t h e  people were, of course ,  M r .  Logan Hay was a  very  
important f i g u r e  i n  t h a t .  And M r .  Robert Lanphier.  And M r .  Lanphier 
was p a r t i c u l a r l y  a c t i v e  and h e l p f u l  i n  t h a t .  And t h e r e  w e r e  many 
o t h e r s  t h a t  I ' d  l i k e  t o  mention bu t  I c a n ' t  do i t  now. 

Q. But t h e  vo lun tee r s  d id  most of  t h e  l e g  work? I mean a l l  of t h e  
going t o  ga the r  s t a t i s t i c s  w a s  done by vo lun tee r s?  Is that  r i g h t ?  

A .  Yes, most of them. And t o  show you an example of how d i f f i c u l t  
i t  was t o  ge t  t h e  b i r t h r a t e  o r  anyth ing  l i k e  that--because t h e r e  were 
no county s t a t i s t i c s  a t  t h a t  time--a volunteer  went t o  one of the 
Cathol ic  p r i e s t s ,  Fa ther  . . . I c a n ' t  remember h i s  name now, and he 
l e t  us  t ake  t h e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t h a t  were f o r  t h e  Cathol ic  church. 
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And t h a t  was t h e  only  way we could g e t  any f i g u r e s  on t h e  b i r t h r a t e ,  
a t  t h a t  t ime. It was t h e  head of t h e  . . . Brady, 1 t h i n k  h i s  name 
was. He  was an  o l d  man, a man ~o had been a r e c t o r  of t h e  cathedral--  
downtown c a t h e d r a l  then--for many years .  And he w a s  very  understanding,  
and gave us f i g u r e s  on t h a t ,  which helped. 

Q. Now, how w a s  t h i s  Russe l l  Sage Foundation involved? 

A. Well, I ' ll  t e l l  you how i t  was involved. D r .  Palmer was an expe r t  
i n  t ube rcu los i s ;  t h a t  w a s  h i s  s p e c i a l t y  he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  He 
was, for one yea r ,  t h e  super in tendent  of heal th--I  don ' t  know how 
many y e a r s ,  don ' t  say t h a t  because I don' t  . . . He was super in ten-  
dent  of h e a l t h  t he re .  And he  became in t e re s t ed - - th i s  seems a long 
way--in t h e  number of p r i v i e s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  and how much damage 
they  were doing, you know. And h e  made a  l i t t l e  survey,  h imsel f ,  
f o r  himself .  And t h a t  came t o  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  Russe l l  Sage. 
And through him, i t  was, t h a t  we got  t h a t  survey. D r .  George M. 
Palmer. And he  a f te rward  had a  s an i t a r ium he re  on t h e  edge of  town. 
Well, i t ' s  where t h e  P re sby te r i an  Home i s  now [West Lawrence S t r e e t ] ,  
And t h a t ' s  how we happened t o  g e t  i t .  

Q.  So they  r an  t h e  survey? The Russe l l  Sage people r an  t h e  survey? 

A. Oh no. They had noth ing  t o  do wi th  i t .  We had i t  ourse lves .  
They helped us .  They s e n t  on e x p e r t s ,  a  number of expe r t s  i n  d i f -  
f e r e n t  departments.  I f  you'd l ook  a t  the survey,  you'd s e e  t h e r e  
was t h e  schools ,  t h e r e  w a s  t h e  h e a l t h ,  and t h e r e  were t h e  d i f f e r e n t  
ones.  

Q. Right. 

A. And they  made recommendations; those  recommendations were followed 
ou t  t o  some extent--a g r e a t  e x t e n t .  

Q. So they were l i k e  adv i so r s  t o  you people. 

A .  Yes. 

Q.  The l o c a l  Sp r ing f i e ld  people,  though, r an ,  d i d ,  t h e  survey themselves.  

A .  Yes. 

Q. Did t h e  work. 

A .  Yes. 

Q. You mentioned once you s tayed  a t  a Republicans Women's Club i n  
New York City.  Do you remember t h a t ?  

A. Yes, I had never  been i n  p o l i t i c s  much. 
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Q. What kind of a  home was t h i s ?  

A. What? 

Q.  You s tayed  t h e r e  i n  New York C i ty?  You s tayed  overn ight  t h e r e ?  
Is t h a t  r i g h t  o r  n o t ?  Am I wrong? 

A .  Now, I don' t  understand t h a t  ques t ion .  Stay where? 

Q. Republican Women's Club. 

A .  I n  t h e  Republican Women's Club. No, I ' v e  never taken very  much 
p a r t  i n  t h a t .  

TP. She d i d n ' t  hear  you. 

Q. Okay. (pause) I read  t h e  h i s t o r y  t h a t  you helped t o  w r i t e  of 
t h e  Mental Heal th Assoc ia t ion .  Do you remember t h a t ?  I n  1962. 

A .  Well, yes .  I remember i t  p e r f e c t l y .  And i t  was . . . I w i l l  say  
that t h e  r e p o r t e r  of t h e  mental hygiene made a  very  good job of weaving 
t h e s e  two th ings  toge the r .  1 don ' t  know he r ,  bu t  I thought i t  w a s  
r e a l l y  a  wonderful t h i n g  she  had done t o  b r i n g  t h e  o l d  i n t o  t h e  new, 
yes.  

Q .  Oh, you ' re  t a l k i n g  about t h e  newspaper . . . 
A. Yes. (paper r a t t l i n g  i n  background) 

TP. She l i k e d  t h a t  a r t i c l e .  

Q.  That was very n i c e ,  

A. Yes. 

Q.  It was mentioned i n  t h i s  h i s t o r y  t h a t  t h e r e  were informal  c l i n i c s  
w i th  A d l e r ,  who w a s  a  p s y c h i a t r i s t  from Chicago. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. 'The reason it was done w a s  because t h e  women who were on 
t h e  execut ive-- this  committee--thought t h a t  they  would l i k e  he lp  wi th  
t h e i r  problem ch i ld ren .  They had no one h e r e ,  you know; no p s y c h i a t r i s t s .  
So they  asked t h e  s t a t e  f o r  he lp ,  and t h e  s t a t e ,  f o r  a c e r t a i n  l eng th  
of  t ime, d i d  send a  doc tor  down c e r t a i n  days,  you know. Cer t a in  t imes.  

Q. Was t h i s  t h e  famous p s y c h i a t r i s t ,  Adler? Do you know? 

A. Oh, I don ' t  know about t h a t .  No. 

Q. Did h e  have c h i l d  guidance c l i n i c s  i n  Chicago? Do you know? 

A .  No, i t  was a  very  informal  t h ing .  
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Q. Now, what was t h e  Chi ldren ' s  Serv ice  League? 

A. I don ' t  understand t h a t .  

9. Do you know what t h e  Chi ldren ' s  Serv ice  League was? 

A .  What t h e i r  t r o u b l e  was? 

Q. What i t  is. What was i t ?  

A. You mean being i n  t h e  home? Whether t h e r e  was t r o u b l e  from t h e i r  
being i n  t h e  home? 

Q. Was t h a t  t h e  same a s  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s?  

A. Oh, yes .  

Q .  I s e e ,  t h a t  became t h e  Chi ldren ' s  Serv ice  League. 1 see .  Now, 
what p a r t  would you say you played i n  t h e  h i s t o r y  of t h e  Mental Heal th 
Assoc ia t ion?  Were you working and involved i n  t h i s  throughout your . . . 
A .  I ' v e  always been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e a l t h .  Always been hoping t h a t  
Sp r ing f i e ld  would have a  t r a i n e d  man i n  t h e  h e a l t h  department and we 
worked f o r  i t  f o r  yea r s - - i t ' s  never  happened. They have a  doc tor  they  
t ake  and put  i n  a t  d i f f e r e n t  t imes.  

Q. Now, what kind af work d i d  you do with t h e  . . . 
A. In  the h e a l t h  s i t u a t i o n ?  

Q.  Like a f t e r  t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  Survey was completed. Then what were 
you involved . . . 
A .  They s t a r t e d  t h e s e  baby c l i n i c s .  

Q. Were you working i n  t h a t ?  

A. Y e s .  

Q. Were you head of t h a t ?  

A.  Well, I w a s  t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t ,  bu t  I don' t  want t o  c la im t h a t ,  
because we had many volunteer  women t h a t  helped i n  t h a t .  Don't b r i n g  
t h a t  ou t  because i t  w a s  t h e  cause of . . . more o r  l e s s  p o l i t i c a l  
f i g h t i n g  a t  t h e  time. And I don' t  want t h a t  revived.  

Q. Well, who was i n  charge then? 

A. Well, we had d i f f e r e n t  doc tors .  

Q .  Oh, I see. 
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A. We had doctors ,  and a f t e r  a wh i l e  t h e  c i t y  pa id  them. They gave 
t h e i r  s e r v i c e s  f o r  a whi le ,  then  a f te rwards  t h e  c i t y  took i t  up and 
i t  became a very mixed up s i t u a t i o n .  I don' t  want t h i s  brought o u t ,  
because i t  was a  p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t  and t h e  baby s t a t i o n s ,  t o  a  c e r t a i n  
extent ,  l o s t  ou t  on i t .  

Q. When was t h i s  stopped? 

A. About 1930 . . . oh, i t  i s n ' t  stopped now; they s t i l l  have s t a t i o n s  
where they  g ive  innocu la t ions  and t h a t .  And make some v i s i t s - I  don ' t  
know how much; I haven ' t  kept  up on t h a t  a t  a l l .  

Q. Would t h a t  be t h e  v i s i t i n g  nurses?  

A. It was i n  1932. 

Q. That they  stopped. 

A.  You couldn ' t  t e l l  t h e  whole s t o r y  because i t  would go i n t o  p o l i t i c s .  

Q. I j u s t  want t o  know what you d id  wi th  i t .  

A .  I t h i n k  it was a p i t y  a t  t h a t  t ime, bu t  t h e r e  was noth ing  e l s e  
t o  do but  what we d id .  

Q. Did you work wi th  t h e  babies? 

A. Oh yes.  

Q .  You d id .  What kind of . . . 
A. Well,  they measured, found ou t  i f  they  were g e t t i n g  t h e i r  food- 
weighing a s  they  should. And t h e  mothers could consu l t  t h e  doc to r s ;  
t h e r e  w a s  no charge of course.  

Q. Now, I want t o  ask you about your e a r l y  childhood covered i n  your 
book. You s a i d  your dad, your f a t h e r ,  was a member of  t h e  I l l i n o i s  
General Assembly. Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  I s a i d  t h a t  my f a t h e r  was? 

Q. You s a i d  t h e  genera l  assembly. Was t h i s  t h e  I l l i n o i s  General 
Assembly? 

A .  No, t h a t  was t h e  church assembly--Presbyterian. 

Q. Oh, I see.  So i t  was t h e  P re sby te r i an  . . . 
A .  He was a g r e a t  Presbyter ian .  

Q. Was t h i s  genera l  assembly a n a t i o n a l  group? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. O r  just Spr ing f i e ld?  

A. It w a s  n o t  confined t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  no. It was t h e  genera l  assembly 
of the  P re sby te r i an  Church. 

Q. For t h e  United S ta re s .  

A .  Yes. 

Q. I s e e ,  Do you remember t h e  book L i f e  on Lincoln by Hesndon, by 
a William Herndon? 

A. Do I remember what? 

Q. A book about Abraham Lincoln w r i t t e n  by William Herndon c a l l e d  
L i f e  of  Lincoln? 

A. Oh, yes.  It wasn't  allowed i n  our  household. 

Q. Wasn't he  t h e  law pa r tne r  of Lincoln a t  one time? 

A .  Yes, he was. 

Q. Now, you a t t ended  t h e  B e t t i e  S t u a r t  I n s t i t u t e ?  You went t o  
school  t he re?  

Q. When was t h a t  c losed  and why? 

A. Well, i t  w a s  j u s t  oppos i t e  t h e  new Bap t i s t  church on . . . up near  
t h e -  [governor 's]  mansion. It was on . . . f ron ted  on Fourth S t r e e t ,  
t h e  corner  j u s t  ac ros s  from t h e  B a p t i s t  church. 

Q. I see .  Why d id  i t  c l o s e ?  

A .  Why d id  i t  c lose?  The p r i n c i p a l  died and i t  was d i f f i c u l t  . . , 
g i r l s  were beginning a t  t h a t  t ime t o  go t o  c o l l e g e  and t h e r e  wasn't  
t h e  demand, they  d i d n ' t  come a s  much. They [ d i d n ' t ]  try t o  t a k e  t h e  
pa ins  t o  get a new i n s t i t u t i o n  s t a r t e d ,  i t  would have t o  be. 

Q.  There were pub l i c  schools  then ,  weren't t h e r e ?  

A. Yes, t h e r e  were pub l i c  schools  here .  

Q. So it c losed  because they  d i d n ' t  ge t  enough pup i l s ?  

A .  Yes. 
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Q. Do you remember what yea r  t h a t  would have been? 

A .  Well, I came about ,  I guess,  probably the  l a s t .  L e t ' s  s e e ,  I 
t h i n k  i t  was about . . . 1888. 
Q. About 18881 

A. I t h i n k  so ,  bu t  I f e e l  r a t h e r  cau t ious  about g iv ing  da t e s .  

Q. Okay. I can check them. B e t t i e  S t u a r t  was your f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  
wife . 
A. Yes. He gave t h e  bu i ld ing  t o  them . . . 
Q. That had been t h e i r  home? 

A. . . . when i t  s t a r t e d .  

Q. That had been t h e i r  home? 

A.  Yes. 

Q. Do you remember Senator  Palmer? Was t h i s  George Palmer, t h e  s a m e  
one? 

A .  No, you mean . . . Senator  Palmer was t h e  grandfa ther  of George 
Palmer. 

Q. Oh, I see .  And you m e t  him i n  Washington, D.C., t h i s  Senator  
Palmer? 

A .  Yes, Washington, you mean? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Yes. 

Q. H e  w a s  from Spr ing f i e ld?  

A .  Yes, he came from Spr ing f i e ld .  And h i s  w i fe  was one who wrote i n  
those  days of Sp r ing f i e ld  s o c i e t y  be fo re  t h e  C i v i l  War. 

Q. Oh, r e a l l y ?  What was he r  name? 

A. She belonged t o  t h e  Lamb family.  It w a s  a very  well-known family 
here .  I thought t h a t  was i n t e r e s t i n g .  She went wi th  him down t o  h i s  
bus ines s  i n  t h e  Senate  every morning. They were married r a t h e r  l a t e  
i n  l i f e .  She was a widow and he was a  widower, bu t  she  w a s  devoted 
t o  him and j u s t  l i v e d  f o r  him. And h e  was supposedta  be  one of t h e  
f i r s t  and only s e n a t o r s  who ever  r e fused  an i n v i t a t i o n  t o  the White 
House d inners .  ( laughs)  
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Q.  And she s a t  and l i s t e n e d  i n  t h e  Senate every day, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  Well, yes .  

Q. You mentioned t h a t  your husband was involved wi th  t h e  West Plan-- 
having t o  do wi th  c i t y  government, I th ink .  

A. Y e s .  Yes, my husband w a s  a f r i e n d  of W i l l i s  Spaulding 's  and 
helped him. 

Q. What was  t h i s ?  Did you know about i t ?  

A .  I don ' t  ge t  you the re .  

Q.  What were they  t r y i n g  t o  do? 

A. Well, t h e r e  was a ques t ion ,  another  po l  
were t r y i n g  t o  lower e l e c t r i c  r a t e s  he re  i n  

Q. Were t h e r e  any r e s u l t s  from t h i s ?  

A. Oh, yes .  ( laughs)  I guess a l l  of i t .  
r e s u l t  of i t .  

Q. Oh, I see .  

The West Plan? 

i t i c a l  f i g h t ,  where they  
Spr ing f i e ld .  

Lake Spr ing f i e ld  i s  t h e  

A .  M r .  Spaulding w a s  t h e  one who was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t ,  you know. 
That ' s  another  p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t .  

Q.  A l o t  of p o l i t i c a l  f i g h t s ,  then?  

A. Yes. Tha t ' s  n a t u r a l .  

Q. S t i l l  now, too .  

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you remember mentioning t h e  . . . oh--(sounds l i k e  something 
is  knocked over )  

A .  Oh, Kitty. 

Q. . . . t h e  Anti-Ruse Socie ty?  

A .  The what? Anti-Rust? Y e s ,  1 remember i t .  I was i n  i t  f o r  yea r s .  

Q. What was t h a t ?  

A. L i t e r a r y ,  pure ly .  
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Q. Oh, I see .  Your mother 's p a r t  of t h e  book s a i d  i t  was w r i t t e n  
f o r  t h e  Anti-Rust Society.  

A. Because I asked h e r  t o .  

Q.  1 see .  Anti-Rust i s  a l i t e r a r y  . . . 
A. We each gave a paper once a year .  I t h i n k  those  were . . . she  
wrote a paper ,  "Far Beyond Her V i r g i n i a  Home," which is  i n  t h a t .  And 
t h e  "Spr ingf ie ld  Society1'--those two papers  came because 1 asked h e r  
t o  Tor Anti-Rust. 

Q. How long  were you i n  t h i s  group? 

A. I n  Anti-Rust? Well, I don ' t  know. I c a n ' t  remember how many. 
Af t e r  1 broke my h ip  I l e f t ,  and t h a t  was about seven y e a r s  ago, 
wasn't  i t ?  

TP. You were eighty-nine then ,  Mrs. Ide .  

A .  Yes, t h a t ' s  what I thought.  

TP. Up u n t i l  t h a t  t i m e ,  she  could walk down t o  t h e  P re sby te r i an  church 
i n  seventeen minutes.  

Q. Oh, my. Does t h a t  s t i l l  go on? Is t h e r e  s t i l l  . . . 
A. Oh yes .  

Q. So you had t o  p re sen t  a paper ,  too .  What papers  d id  you do, do 
you remember? 

A. Oh, mercy, I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  now. Its been yea r s  and years. We 
were t a l k i n g  about i t  wi th  one of t h e  Anti-Rust t h e  o t h e r  day; I 
looked over  t h e  o ld  t i t l e s  t h a t  they  had. But i t ' s  been q u i t e  a 
well-known l i t e r a r y  soc i e ty .  There were a number of them i n  Spring- 
f i e l d .  The Every Wednesday was one; t h e  Sunnyside was another--of 
d i f f e r e n t  groups of women. My mother belonged t o  t h e  Every Wednesday, 
and I suppose t h a t  t h e r e  were o t h e r s  t h a t  I d i d n ' t  know o f ,  you know. 

Q. Did you read  books f o r  t h i s  c lub ,  too?  

A .  Oh, yes.  We went down t o  t h e  l i b r a r y  and scoured t h e i r  she lves .  
And some of our  members would go up t o  Brentano 's  i n  Chicago o r  New 
York and g e t  p l en ty  of information.  

Q. Did you j o i n  t h i s  c lub  r i g h t  a f t e r  you came back t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  Well, I ' l l  t e l l  you t h i s ,  bu t  don ' t  want i t  published i n  i t .  My 
s i s te r - in- law,  Mrs. Roy Ide  was a member, and 1 d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  a t  t h e  
time t h a t  t h e  Anti-Rusters thought they  were so wonderful. ( laughs)  
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I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  i t  when I came back. And Mrs. Roy Ide  s a i d  t o  m e ,  
"would you l i k e  t o  go i n t o  Anti-Rust?" And I a i r i l y  r e p l i e d ,  "Well, 
no t  j u s t  t h i s  yea r ,  bu t  maybe I w i l l  next  year ."  And I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  
how they f e l t  about it  being a sac red  p l ace  almost.  (laughs) 

Q. I know what you mean. 

A .  I t ' s  a wonder I ever  got  i n  i t .  

Q. So you d id  j o i n  next  yea r ,  r i g h t ?  

A .  I d i d n ' t  j o i n  t h e  f i r s t  yea r ,  no, bu t  I got another  chance. 

Q. You had t o  be i n v i t e d  t o  j o i n .  

A. You had t o  be  i n v i t e d .  And i f  they  . . . twenty-five members 
d i d n ' t  l i k e  you, they 'd  b l a c k b a l l  you. 

Q. Oh, my, Were you i n  any o t h e r  women's c lubs  o r  groups? 

A .  No. 

Q. Now, a f t e r  your husband d ied ,  d id  you l i v e  a lone  then?  

A .  Well, i n  t h i s  apartment;  I came down here .  I ' v e  been he re  f o r t y  
years .  

Q .  Oh, I see .  And what kind of - -a f te r  t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  Survey and 
t h e  baby s t a t i o n s ,  then  what k inds  of community work d id  you do, i f  
any? 

A .  What d id  I do? I t r a v e l l e d  a good dea l .  I went t o  Europe seven 
t imes,  and d i f f e r e n t  p l aces .  

Q. Did you do any more work i n  Springfield--community . . . 
A .  Oh, yes .  I kept up t h e  work. Always i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  same th ing .  

Q. The mental hea l th?  

TP. The v i s i t i n g  nurses, t oo ,  she used t o  b e  very much i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

Q. Oh, i s  t h a t  what happened t o  t h e  baby s t a t i o n s ,  do you know? 

TP. I don ' t  know about t h a t ,  bu t  you a s k  h e r  about t h e  v i s i t i n g  nurses .  

Q. What about t h e  v i s i t i n g  nu r ses?  Do you know about them? 

A .  Yes, I do. 1 ' ve  been on t h e  board f o r  many yea r s .  And I think 
i t ' s  a wonderful work. 
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Q. When d i d  t h a t  s t a r t ?  Do you know? 

A .  Well, it came i n  wi th  t h e  t ime a f t e r  t h e  Russe l l  Sage survey,  t h e  
v i s i t i n g  nu r se  system. And D r .  Palmer was t h e  head of t h a t  f o r  a  good 
dea l ;  he s t a r t e d ,  you might say ,  t h e  v i s i t i n g  nu r ses  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. This Dr. George Palmer? 

Q. Do you remember a  f l u  epidemic i n  19181 

A. I n  1918. You mean t h e  in f luenza?  Y e s .  I do remember. I had 
very l i t t l e  p a r t  i n  that because my mother was dying of cancer  and 
l i v e d  wi th  me, and I cou ldn ' t  expose h e r t o a n y t h i n g .  But I d i d  t ake  . . . 
t h e  h o t e l s  d i d  a marvelous job. They made soup--the St. Nicholas and 
the Leland--and they  were c a r r i e d  around by vo lun tee r s  t o  t h e  s i c k  
people.  It was a wonderful th ing .  And I know two members of our  
family,  f r i e n d s ,  who went up and helped Peor i a .  They were worse o f f  
than  we were wi th  t h e  in f luenza .  I remember i t  very we l l .  I didn't 
t a k e  any p a r t  i n  i t  except  . . . 
Q. Did you t a k e  soup around? 

A .  Yes, I d id .  But t h a t  was a l l ,  no th ing  much. But t h a t ' s  where 
t h e  v i s i t i n g  nu r ses  helped, too ,  you know. 

Q.  How d id  your pa ren t s  meet, do you know. 

A .  I d i d n ' t  ge t  t h a t .  

TP. How d id  your pa ren t s  meet each o the r?  

TP. Your mother w a s  a f r i e n d  of ~ e t t i e ' s ,  wasn ' t  she? 

A .  Yes, she was a  f r i e n d  of my f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  wi fe .  

Q .  I s e e .  

TP. She was named f o r  her. 

Q. You were named f o r  your f a t h e r ' s  f i r s t  wife .  

A .  Yes. 

Q. By your f a t h e r ' s  second wife .  

A .  People can ' t  be l i eve  t h a t .  
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Q. Well, I t h i n k  it's very n i ce .  Your mother must have been very 
open-minded. 

A. ( laughs)  

TP. She w a s  a good friend of the f i r s t  wi fe .  

Q. Your mother was l i v i n g  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  then ,  I assume. 

A .  No, she  was l i v i n g  i n  Chicago. 

Q. Oh! 

A .  Her f a t h e r  moved t o  Chicago from Spr ing f i e ld .  But she  came down 
he re  and v i s i t e d  a  g r e a t  dea l .  

Q. And t h a t ' s  when she m e t  your f a t h e r .  

Q. I see .  (pause) You mentioned a  s ideboard t h a t  belonged t o  a  
M r ,  Bu t l e r .  Do you have t h a t ?  

A. Yes, I have. 

Q. You have i t  s t i l l ?  

A .  Yes. M i s s  Merrill w i l l  show i t  t o  you i f  you want. 

Q. Okay. Was this t h e  Bu t l e r  t h a t  B u t l e r  School was named a f t e r .  
Bu t l e r  Grade School. 

A .  M i s s  Bu t l e r  w a s  , . . t h e  B u t l e r  family was very  prominent, and 
t h e  McClernon family here .  He w a s  i n  t h e  w a r ,  General McClernon was. 
They've j u s t  had a  ce l eb ra t ion .  

The school ,  yes .  I saw t h a t .  And t h i s  was a General B u t l e r ,  too? 

General Bu t l e r ?  No, t h e r e  was General McClernon i t  was. 

Oh. 

He was the grandfa ther  of  t h e  Bu t l e r  family.  

Oh,the grandfa ther ,  I see. You w e r e  head of t h e  Red Cross i n  
Wisconsin? 

No, I had . . . I w a s  j u s t  a  worker, 

You were a worker i n  t h e  Red Cross during t h e  w a r  of 1898, r i g h t ?  
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A. Yes. 

Q. You t a l k e d  once about jobs f o r  g i r l s .  What k inds  of jobs were 
t h e r e  f o r  girls? Could g i r l s  g e t  jobs? 

A.  What g i r l s ?  

Q.  Any g i r l s .  

A. Well, I don ' t  know much about t h a t .  I wasn't  . . . I was no t  
connected wi th  any job,  g e t t i n g  g i r l s ,  t h a t  I know o f .  

Q.  There weren't  too many were the re?  

- 

A.  No. Well, I . . . they  d i d n ' t  have t h e  educat ion,  you see .  Sec- 
r e t a r i e s  d i d n ' t  e x i s t  much. 

Q. Yes. Nurses. 

A. I suppose school teaching  w a s  t h e  most. 

Q. They couldn ' t  do t h e  jobs  t h a t  men could do, then?  

A .  Oh, I l ea rned  t o  do a l l  s o r t s  of jobs as a g i r l .  I wanted t o  be 
a  nurse; I wanted t o  do t h i s ,  t h a t  and t h e  o t h e r ,  bu t  my f a t h e r  d i d n ' t  
want me  t o .  

Q. Why n o t ?  

A. He  wanted me t o  . . . ( t ape  ends ab rup t ly )  

END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE 

A .  . . . one more, yes .  

Q. What do you t h i n k  about women's l i b e r a t i o n ?  

A .  Well, I don ' t  know. I . . . I c a n ' t  t h i n k  . . . I remember about 
twenty yea r s  ago, no maybe f i f t e e n  yea r s  ago, I was v i s i t i n g  i n  t h e  
East .  And one of t h e  prominent women who had taken p a r t  i n  all of 
this--and she  was very b e a u t i f u l ,  t oo ,  I had met h e r  through f r i e n d s ,  
and I s a i d  t o  her--I can ' t  t h i n k  of  h e r  name now t o  save my l i f e ,  but  . . . 
I s a i d ,  "What do you th ink  of what women have done l a t e l y  i n  p o l i t i c s ? "  
And she  s a i d ,  "Well, my dea r ,  I d i d n ' t  expect much of them," She s a i d ,  
"At t h e  f i r s t ,  it w i l l  t a k e  a long ,  l ong  t ime.  'I And I o f t e n  t h i n k  of 
t h a t .  They say  t h a t  they  do what t h e i r  husbands t e l l  them t o  do, most 
of them do i f  they  have husbands, and o therwise ,  t h e y ' r e  . . , I don ' t  
know. I don ' t  s e e  any t e r r i b l e  improvement i n  our moral s i t u a t i o n .  

Q. There are s t i l l  not  too many women i n  government, though. They 
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c a n ' t  he lp  too  much now. 

A .  Yes. 

Q. Not enough women t h e r e  y e t  t o  t e l l ,  do you th ink?  Do you t h i n k  
t h e r e  are enough women i n  p o l i t i c s  now? 

A .  Oh, I don' t  know. I c a n ' t  . . . I don ' t  know enough ,, about i t .  
I c a n ' t  judge; I ' v e  too  l i m i t e d  a  p l ace  t o  see .  

TP. She j u s t  sends ' inher  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  pa r ty .  (laughs) 

A .  Sometimes I f e e l  discouraged about t h e  s i t u a t i o n ,  and then  I t h i n k  
of t h e  hundreds of women i n  t h e  l i t t l e  f a m i l i e s  t h a t  a r e  r a i s i n g  t h e i r  
c h i l d r e n  a s  we l l  as they know how and as hopefu l ly  a s  they  can, then  
I j u s t  s top .  I t h i n k  they  a r e  doing a  good job. Many many people . . . 
Q. Do you t h i n k  women should be i n  p o l i t i c s ?  

A .  I don ' t  know. 

Q. No d i f f e r e n c e ,  huh? Okay, I thank you very ,  very  much. I appre- 
c i a t e  your . . . ( t a p e  turned  o f f  and on aga in)  One more. Do you 
know of any women, i n  maybe your mother 's  genera t ion ,  t h a t  have done 
a l o t  f o r  Sp r ing f i e ld?  Would you have any recommendations f o r  me? 

A .  No. 

Q. I ' m  looking  f o r  a  p ioneer  woman i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ' s  h i s t o r y .  An 
important woman. Would you have any . . . 
A. No, I don ' t .  I ' v e  been o u t  of t h ings  too  long.  I don ' t  know. 

TP. She d i d n ' t  g e t  t h a t .  She d i d n ' t  g e t  your meaning. 

A .  I'll t e l l  you something funny, though. My l i t t l e  n i e c e  went t o  
t he  Cathol ic  school ,  and t h e  nuns took them t o  v i s i t  t h e  s t a t ehouse .  
And t h e r e  i s  a c o l l e c t i o n  some woman made--just on h e r  own, no t  asked 
for--of prominent women i n  I l l i n o i s .  And t h e y ' r e  wax f i g u r i n e s ,  and 
they s t i l l  have them t h e r e .  And t h i s  was, oh, twenty years  ago, I 
guess ,  t h i s  happened. And Katherine,  my l i t t l e  n i ece ,  went wi th  t h i s  
group of c h i l d r e n  t o  the  s t a t ehouse ,  and when she  saw t h i s  process ion ,  
she s a i d ,  "That 's  my grandmother."--pointing t o  my mother wi th  h e r  
d r e s s .  And t h e  nun s a i d ,  "Katherine, why do you t e l l  s t o r i e s  l i k e  
t h a t  ! 'I ( laughs)  

Q. That was her grandmother. 

A .  It was h e r  grandmother, b u t  t h e  nun d i d n ' t  know anything about 
i t  a t  t h e  t ime,  you know. And I thought i t  w a s  kind of funny, 
( l augh te r )  Katherine was g r e a t l y  gr ieved a t  being accused of 
s t o r y t e l l i n g .  ( laughs)  
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Q. I b e t  she w a s .  ( tape turned o f f  and on again)  

TP. . . . the time t h a t  Owsley and Joe  played hooky. And you and 
Carmella, you got  t h e  penance. T e l l  her about it; i t ' s  a funny l i t t l e  
s t o r y .  Owsley and Joe  played hooky from school  and you and Carmella 
had t o  g e t  up and do t h e  penance every morning f o r  a good while .  Do 
you remember? I thought t h a t  w a s  so cu t e .  

A .  My l i t t l e ,  another  n i e c e  ran  away from school  one day with  two 
of her friends, and t h e  penance t h e  nuns gave them was t o  ge t  up t h e  
household at s i x  o 'c lock  every morning and have h e r  b r e a k f a s t  t o  go 
over  t o  t h e  convent.  We were t h e  ones t h a t  got punished. (laughs) 
She was s t a y i n g  wi th  me.  

Q. Oh, yes .  So you had t o  t ake  her t he re?  

TP. No, they had t o  g e t  up and g e t  b reak fas t .  ( laughs) It was j u s t  
over t o  t h e  ca thed ra l ,  you know. But she  and Carmella--the l i t t l e  
I t a l i a n  who l i v e d  wi th  h e r  f o r  more than  f o r t y  years--they had t o  ge t  
up and g e t  b reak fas t .  I thought t h a t  was good. (laughs) 

Q. That is  funny, yes .  

A. Well, y o u ' l l  t a k e  . . . ( t ape  ends ab rup t ly )  

END OF TAPE 
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Jane  Bre ise th ,  In te rv iewer .  

Q. M r s .  I de ,  you were t e l l i n g  me about D r .  Palmer . . . 
A. Yes. 

Q. . . . and t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  Survey. 

A. D r .  Palmer w a s  a young doctor ,  had been appointed h e a l t h  o f f i c e r  
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And he  was making an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of t h e  outhouses-- 
t h e  privies--and he made a very  good, I guess ,  e s t ima t ion  which was 
noted i n  t h e  medical j ou rna l s .  And t h e  Russe l l  Sage [Foundation] 
people were looking  around f o r  a survey, someplace t o  put  i t .  And 
he wrote them and i n t e r e s t e d  them i n  t h i s .  That was how we happened-- 
Sp r ing f i e ld  happened--to g e t  t h e  survey here .  And they  s e n t  a very 
competent group of  young people t o  make t h i s  survey. And they  appointed 
d i f f e r e n t  departments t o  organize  i t .  And it  went very  wel l .  And 
people were i n t e r e s t e d  then.  But i t  has  seemed t o  me t h a t  t h e  i n t e r e s t  
has  d ied  very  l a r g e l y  s i n c e  then.  Because you don ' t  hear  i t ;  t h e r e  
a r e  l o t s  of people,  you speak of t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  survey,  they 've never 
heard of i t .  And I don ' t  know how t h e  books a r e ,  what they 've done 
with t h e  r e s t  of them. They couldn ' t  have d i s t r i b u t e d  all t h e  books 
t h a t  were w r i t t e n  on t h e  survey. 

Q. It 's  very hard t o  g e t  a copy from t h e  Russe l l  Sage Foundation o r  
i n  t h e  s t a t e .  

A. Oh, I suppose t h e r e  were p l en ty  t o  begin wi th ,  they  j u s t  neglec ted  
them and threw them away, t h a t  was how. And I happened, a t  t h a t  t ime, 
t o  be very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e a l t h ,  and became i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  
and t h e  r e p o r t  of Sp r ing f i e ld  on t h e  East S ide  f o r  t h e  bab ie s  was very 
bad. They d i ed  because they  d i d n ' t  know how t o  t a k e  c a r e  of them, 
t h a t  was one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  happened. And they  had asked . . . 
wel l ,  I became enough i n t e r e s t e d  t o  pursue t h e  s u b j e c t ,  and t h e r e  i s  
some of t h a t  i n  t h e  Brown book, b u t  no t  a g r e a t  d e a l .  And through 
d i f f e r e n t  ways we s t a r t e d  t h e s e  baby s t a t i o n s  t o  teach  t h e  mothers 
how, and they  worked very we l l  f o r  about twenty-five years .  Then 
came a p o l i t i c a l  blow-up which was very determined, and t h e  commis- 
s i o n e r s  each had t h e i r  own department t h a t  they  d i d n ' t  i n t e r f e r e  wi th  
t h e  o the r  departments.  And 1 ' d  always been e s p e c i a l l y  favored--1 was 
u n o f f i c i a l ,  I was no t  i n  any o f f i c i a l  position--in he lp ing  me t o  get 
t h e  funds t o  c a r r y  t h i s  on. 

Well, i t  blew up. We couldn ' t  s tand  being d i c t a t e d  t o  by p o l i t i c a l  
bosses  as t o  what type  of nurse  we should have. They d i d n ' t  want us  
t o  have p ro fe s s iona l s ,  you know, and t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  So t h a t  blew 
up. But I t h i n k  i n  a  way--I'm t a l k i n g  more about myself than  I l i k e  t o  . . . 
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Q. Tha t ' s  f i n e .  

A .  . . . but  a way, perhaps a f t e r  a l l ,  i t  was a good th ing ,  because 
t h e  doc to r s  became more i n t e r e s t e d  i n  baby feeding  and of t h a t  s o r t  
of t h i n g  and t h e r e  was a g r e a t  improvement i n  i t .  

Now i n  t h e  educa t iona l  form, 1 don ' t  remember how quickly  they put  
t h e  suggest ions i n t o  working o rde r .  But t h e  j a i l s ,  they  d i d  a g r e a t  
dea l  t he re .  And a l o t  o f  people became i n t e r e s t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime i n  
t h e  reforms of t h e  j a i l .  And l o t s  of women would go down t o  t h e  j a i l  
and work on i t  and g e t  t h e  f a c t s .  And t h a t  worked a l s o .  I ' m  t a l k i n g  
about immediate r e s u l t s  of i t .  The Russe l l  Sage people publ ished a 
r e p o r t  on i t .  I don' t  know how long  a f t e rwards ,  and t h e r e  was a l s o  
an e x h i b i t i o n  which they  made. And M r .  Lanphier ,  Rob Lanphier,  was 
very i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  and d i d  a  g r e a t  d e a l  t o  he lp .  He was an  
enormous he lp  t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  I don ' t  t h i n k  people knew i t ,  bu t  i n  
va r ious  ph i l an th rop ic  ways. He even helped m e  once t o  run  a wood 
yard when we were l i t t l e  ( l augh te r )  by sending me ma te r i a l  from t h e  
Sangamo strays--you know, what they  needed, and we f igu red  t h a t  ou t  
f o r  t r a n s i e n t s .  

Q. I don ' t  understand. The wood, how d i d  you use  i t ?  

A.  Well, I don ' t  understand what exac t ly  you mean? 

Q. How d i d  you say  he  helped you wi th  t h e  t r a n s i e n t s ?  

A .  Well, t i c k e t s ,  you know, t r a n s i e n t s .  W e  gave t i c k e t s  t o  t r ans -  
i e n t s  and had t h i s  wood yard.  They worked so  long,  they got  so  much. 
That ' s  just a l i t t l e  by-play; i t  wasn ' t  much. 

Q. Now, what was your e f f o r t  i n  s ee ing  t h a t  married men were employed 
working on t h e  s t r e e t s ?  Did you have something t o  do with t h a t  e f f o r t ?  

A. No, I d i d n ' t .  I'll t e l l  you who d i d  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  as a r e s u l t  
of a  s o i r e e ,  wi th  newsboys, and t h a t  w a s  Mrs. Dickerman, Lucy Dicker- 
man. She became very  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  

Q. Would t h a t  be  S t r e e t  ~ i c k e r m a n ' s  mother? 

A. No, I don' t  t h i n k  so .  I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you. I don ' t  know . . . 
1 've  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  But she  kept  i t  up f o r  years--that 
Newsboys Assoc ia t ion .  And I don' t  remember how s h e ' s  r e l a t e d .  She 's  
r e l a t e d  t o  them, though, of course.  

Q. Why were you i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e a l t h ?  Why w a s  h e a l t h  your concern? 

A. Well, I ' d  always been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  h e a l t h .  I don ' t  know. I ' d  
always been i n t e r e s t e d  i n  nu r ses  a s s o c i a t i o n s  and had f r i e n d s  among 
nurses .  I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  one reason, 



El i zabe th  Ide  

Q. And what was t h e  p r ivy  s i t u a t i o n  on t h e  w e s t  s i d e  of town. 
Weren't t h e r e  p r i v i e s  everywhere i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  
and t h e  west s i d e  of town? 

A .  I don' t  understand t h a t ?  

Q. The p r i v i e s .  

1 
TP. Jane  would l i k e  t o  know whether t h e  people who l i v e d  on t h e  south- 
west end of town had outhouses o r  p r i v i e s ,  j u s t  a s  t h e  people on t h e  
e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  town d i d ,  and i f  so ,  what was t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  
t h e i r  upkeep and t h e  e f f e c t  they  had upon t h e  r e s i d e n t s ?  

A .  Oh, I don' t  t h i n k  people on t h e  west s i d e  of town had p r i v i e s .  

TP. They must have a t  some po in t ,  bu t  no t  when you were a c t i v e .  

A.  No, n o t  when I knew it. Everybody I knew had a bathroom. There 
was a d i f f e r e n c e ,  a g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e .  Well, t h e r e  i s  now s t i l l  a  
d i f f e r e n c e ,  I guess.  

Q. What kind of  a  man w a s  Doctor Palmer? 

A .  Oh, very a t t r a c t i v e ,  and knew every th ing ,  and worked--you know 
he had t h e  san i t a r i am,  t u b e r c u l o s i s  s an i t a r i am and took people and 
kept  them f o r  some time. Tha t ' s  where t h e  P re sby te r i an  Home is.  

Q. 1 see .  

A.  He kept  t h a t  up u n t i l  h i s  death.  

Q. And what were t h e  i l l n e s s e s  he was most i n t e r e s t e d  i n  bes ides  
t ube rcu los i s?  

A.  Well, he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  everything.  He  was very up-to-date 
i n  everything.  

Q .  Now, d id  he  t a l k  t o  t h e  Russe l l  Sage people o r  d id  they come out  
here? 

A .  Well, yes ,  he must have. I don ' t  know anything about how t h e  
arrangement was made, but  it  was made by him and he had t h e  respon- 
s i b i l i t y  of i t .  

Q. I just wondered why they came t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  

A .  Well t h a t  was t h e  reason.  

TP. Because of  h i s  a r t i c l e .  Be wrote  t h e  a r t i c l e  t h a t  she  spoke of 
e a r l i e r  t h a t  was publ ished i n  t h e  medical j ou rna l s  and i t  came t o  
t h e i r  a t t e n t i o n .  

1. TP - i n d i c a t e s  t h i r d  person i n  room. 
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Q.  1 see. And then  were you a c t i v e  i n  any o the r  p a r t  of t h e  survey? 

A. Well, i n  t h e  survey I was t h e  head of t h e  vo lun tee r s ,  t h e  workers,  
t h e  volunteer  workers whi le  they  were here .  

Q. And what d id  they  do? 

A. Well, they  were ass igned  t o  d i f f e r e n t  p l a c e s ,  some d i f f e r e n t ,  t o  
g e t  f a c t s .  For i n s t ance ,  t h e  f a c t s  on t h e  mora l i ty .  We had no way 
of r e g i s t e r i n g  babies  then.  They d i d n ' t  r e g i s t e r  them as they  do now, 
you know. And we got t h e  f a c t s  by g e t t i n g  people t o  go t o  t h e  Catholoc 
churches t h e r e  and t ake  t h e i r  c h r i s t e n i n g s ,  you see?  They had t h e i r  
babies  ch r i s t ened  and t h a t ' s  where they  got  t h e  f a c t s  f o r  t h e  m o r t a l i t y .  
And t h e r e  w a s  a l l  of t h a t  wi th  t h e  j a i l .  A l o t  of women took no te s ;  
went down t o  t h e  j a i l  and helped i n  t h a t  way. And, oh, t h e r e  were 
loads  of oppor tuni ty  t o  he lp  i n  t h e  survey i f  you were w i l l i n g  t o  g ive  
t h e  t i m e  t o  do i t .  

TP. Auntie ,  t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  Survey had noth ing  t o  do wi th  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  
Serv ice  League, d i d  i t ?  

A .  Well, I don' t  t h i n k  i t  had anyth ing  s p e c i a l ;  t h e r e  was no . . . 
they  probably dabbled i n  a l l  of t h e  th ings ,  I don ' t  know. Oh, I was 
j u s t  th inking  of educat ion,  and t h e  schools  were t h e  p r i n c i p a l  i n t e r e s t ,  
I th ink .  People were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  because they f e l t  they  wanted 
t o  be up-to-date. 1 don ' t  know, they  took up everything.  I don ' t  
remember what t h e  s u b j e c t s  were now except educat ion,  h e a l t h .  And 
t h e  r e c r e a t i o n ,  they  d i d  t ake  t h a t  up but  I d i d n ' t  know much about 
t h a t .  

Q. I t h i n k  mental d e f e c t i v e s  was a ca tegory  they  used. 

A .  Y e s .  

Q. And t h e  insane .  

A. It had a l r eady  s t a r t e d  . . . of course,  t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  Serv ice  
League, as we c a l l  i t  now, s t a r t e d  a good many th ings  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  
They s t a r t e d  . . . t h e  mental hygiene came from t h e  . . . w e l l ,  from . . . 
TP. They b u i l t  t h e  bu i ld ing .  

A. Well, i t  wasn't  t h a t .  Oh no, I mean t h e  i n t e r e s t .  They came . . . 
I t h i n k  t h a t  I s a i d  something about t h a t  i n  the  Brown book, about 
g e t t i n g  t h e  f i r s t  meetings h e r e  from Chicago--of t h e  juven i l e  o f f i c e r s .  

TP. Yes. The Chi ldren ' s  Serv ice  League was t h e  f i r s t  agency t h a t  
began t o  t r e a t  behaviora l  problems i n  ch i ld ren .  

A .  Yes. 
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TP. Well, d id  t h e  mental hygiene develop f r o m . t h a t ?  

A .  Yes, t h e  mental hygiene developed from t h e  work they  brought 
down-the o f f i c e r s ,  t h e  s t a t e  o f f i c e r s  t h a t  came from Chicago came 
down t o  p r i v a t e  homes and t a lked  t o  groups of people.  And then  i t  
s e t t l e d  i n t o  getting--employing somebody. And i n  t h a t  way it developed, 

Q. What c h i l d r e n  were going t o  be helped by t h i s ?  By t h e  Chi ldren ' s  
Serv ice  Bureau? 

A. What type  of ch i ld ren?  Well, everything.  Except when i t  began, 
of course ,  they  wouldn't t a k e  i l l e g i t i m a t e  ch i ld ren .  They would t a k e  
any c h i l d  i f  i t  w a s  l e f t  on t h e  doors tep ,  bu t  they  wouldn't  plan f o r  
i t  beforehand, t ak ing  i t .  ( laughs)  

TP. That was when it was t h e  Home for t h e  F r i end le s s ,  you 're  t a l k i n g  
about.  

A. Yes. 

TP. Well, when it became t h e  Chi ldren ' s  Serv ice  League, they  d i d  begin 
dea l ing  i n  no t  on ly  i l l e g i t i m a c y ,  bu t  day c a r e  and adoption a s  well. 
Is t h a t  c o r r e c t ?  

A .  Yes. Oh, they  grew just l i k e  every th ing  e l s e ,  bu t  I mean t h e  
founders  d i d n ' t  i n t end  t o  encourage i l l e g i t i m a c y .  ( l augh te r )  1 
t h i n k  tha t  was t h e i r  idea .  

TP. Not t o  make i t  any e a s i e r  on one. ( l augh te r )  

Q. Do you suppose they succeeded i n  t h a t ?  ( l augh te r )  

A. No, t h e  founders  . . . 
TP. There was a t  t h a t  t ime . . . 
A. I have t h e  g r e a t e s t  reverence f o r  those  founders ,  though I was 
on t h e  board with them, and some of them . . . 
TP. Who were you on the board wi th  t h a t  was a founder? 

A .  Well, Mrs. Matheny was one, ( i naud ib l e  comment whispered i n  t h e  
background) M r s .  P a s f i e l d  was another ,  and then  M r s .  . . . 
TP. M r s .  Dresser? 

A .  No, no n o t  Mrs. Dresser .  I don ' t  t h i n k  M r s .  Dresser  w a s  ever  
on anything 1 know o f .  

. -- 
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TP. W e l l ,  she  was on t h a t .  But very  e a r l y ;  perhaps she  d i d n ' t  s t a y .  

A. Mrs. P e t e r s  w a s  another;  she  has  d ied .  And M r s .  John Cook w a s  on 
much later than  t h e s e  t h a t  I f i r s t  mentioned. And M r s .  Sau l sens t e in  
and, oh. There a r e  l i s ts  of them they  s u r e l y  have. I don ' t  remember 
a l l  of them. But t h a t  was when I was s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  
Serv ice  League f o r  t e n  years .  The e a r l y  ones,  r e a l  e a r l y ,  and they  
were devoted. 

TP. Auntie,  could you t e l l  us  something about t h e  merger between t h e  
Bureau f o r  Colored Children and t h e  Chi ldren ' s  Serv ice  League? 

A. Well, t h a t  is a long,  long . . . no, I c a n ' t  t e l l  except t h a t  i t  
was t a l k e d  about f o r  yea r s  be fo re  i t  got on. 

TP. I n  o t h e r  words, a homeless b lack  c h i l d ,  e a r l y  i n  t h e  h i s t o r y ,  
could not  r e c e i v e  c u s t o d i a l  c a r e  a t  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s?  

A. No, I don ' t  t h i n k  i t  could. L e t ' s  see . . . t h e r e  was a c h i l d r e n ' s  
home run by two women--Negro women . . . 
TP. That was t h e  Lincoln Bureau. 

A. Yes. There w a s  a g r e a t  d e a l  of f e e l i n g  about i t .  Some people 
thought i t  was a l l  r i g h t  and some people thought i t  wasn ' t .  The 
s t a t e  disapproved of i t ,  and I used to--disapproved of t h i s  home t h a t  
t h e  woman , . . t h a t  was run  here .  

TP. Because of t h e  cond i t i ons  of t h e  home? 

A. Well, I don' t  know how . . . 
TP. O r  because of t h e  n a t u r e ?  

A. Oh, I couldn ' t  t a l k  on t h a t  because I don ' t  know about i t .  But 
I don ' t  t h i n k  t h e  cond i t i ons  were good a t  all. And t h a t  l a s t e d  f o r  
a long  time--the debate  whether they  would t ake  over  o r  whether they  
wouldn't t ake  over .  

Q. What were t h e  main reasons  f o r  opposing t h a t  merger? Why d i d n ' t  
people want t o  do i t ?  

A .  Why d i d n ' t  they  want t o  t a k e  over  t h e  colored? 

Q. Yes. 

A .  Well, i t  meant a g r e a t  dea l  more expense, and . . . Negroes were 
hard t o  work wi th ,  you know. You d i d n ' t  have t h e  m a t e r i a l  t h e r e  i n  
t h a t .  It was hard.  I wouldn't l i k e  t h a t  t o  say  t h a t ,  though, on t h e  
tape .  I don ' t  know much. I j u s t  know t h e r e  w a s  t h a t  debate .  Now, 
you t a k e  i n  our  baby c l i n i c s ,  we  would t ake  babies  and t h e  doc to r s  
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would look  a f t e r  them bu t  i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o  ge t  . . . we got  co lored  
doc to r s  f o r  t h e  co lored  c h i l d r e n ,  and t h e  mothers wouldn't go i n  t o  
s e e  them. They'd wai t  u n t i l  t h e  whi te  doc tor  came. They d i d n ' t  have 
the  confidence,  you see, i n  t h e i r  own t h a t  they  d i d  i n  t h e  o t h e r s .  
It was d i f f i c u l t .  And colored nurses- - i t  w a s  d i f f i c u l t  no t  t o  put  
them on, bu t  we d i d n ' t  have enough babies .  There were about f i f t y  
co lored  babies  born a year .  And t h a t  wasn't  enough t o  occupy them, 
and we cou ldn ' t  send them i n t o  whi te  homes because l o t s  of people 
resented  t h a t ,  you know. I ' m  t a l k i n g  about t h e  v i s i t i n g  nurse  s e r v i c e  
now. And those  d i f f i c u l t i e s  came. The co lored  phys ic ian  might be 
a s  well-taught as t h e  o t h e r s ,  bu t  you can ' t  l e g i s l a t e  people.  

Q. No. Were t h e r e  s e v e r a l  co lored  doc to r s  and nu r ses  i n  town? 

A .  No. There were no co lored  nu r ses ,  t h a t  I know o f .  There were 
doc tors ;  t h e r e  were about . . . yes ,  t h e r e  were co lored  doc to r s .  

Q. More so  than  now, perhaps. 

A .  Well, I don ' t  know. I don' t  know how many t h e r e  a r e  now. I 
t h i n k  t h e r e  were about two. 

Q. There 's  on ly  one now, I b e l i e v e .  

A.  Only one? 

Q. Yes. 

A .  I don ' t  know how many babies  a r e  born now a year .  

Q. More than  f i f t y ,  I b e t .  ( laughs)  

A. I t h i n k  so .  

Q. Y e s .  

A. Well, t h a t  average r an  a long  p r e t t y  w e l l  t h e r e .  

Q. Now, t h e  Chi ldren ' s  Serv ice  League is  d i f f e r e n t  from t h e  Chi ldren ' s  
Bureau, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  I don ' t  know what t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  Bureau is.  

TP. The Chi ldren ' s  Bureau w a s  an agency which was s t a r t e d  l a t e r - - I  
c a n ' t  t h i n k  of t he  d a t e  r i g h t  now, I t h i n k  i n  t h e  1920's .  

TP. And they merged wi th  t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s  and they  took,  
then ,  a s  t h e i r  name, t h e  Ch i ld ren ' s  Serv ice  League. 
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Q. I s e e .  

A .  Well, I never heard about t h e  c h i l d r e n ' s  Bureau, so I don ' t  know. 

Q. Well, I thought i t  w a s  a r e s u l t  of t h e  S p r i n g f i e l d  Survey. It 
was founded because of t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  Survey. 

A .  I don' t  know anything about i t .  

Q. Nei ther  do I. ( l augh te r )  

TP.  here's very  l i t t l e  w r i t t e n  about i t ,  you c a n ' t  f i n d  anything 
about it. It was only  i n  e x i s t e n c e  f o r  two yea r s  be fo re  i t  merged 
with t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s ,  so  t h i s  might be,  perhaps,  why 
nobody knows much about i t .  

Q. Did you know Duncan McDonald? 

A .  Yes, I knew him. I knew t h e  radicals--Mr. Spaulding; my husband 
was a f r i e n d  of them, most of them. 

Q. Were they  r e a l l y  r a d i c a l ?  

A. Well, I don ' t  t h i n k  they 'd  be considered r a d i c a l s  now, nos. They 
were r a d i c a l s  f o r  t h e i r  time. Tha t ' s  a l l  you can say.  

Q. Now what w a s  Duncan McDonald r a d i c a l  about? 

A.  Oh, I don' t  know. I never l i s t e n e d  t o  him. ( l augh te r )  

Q. And Spaulding, he was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the l a k e ,  wasn't  he? 

A. He was a g r e a t  f r i e n d  of . . . t h a t  group of W i l l i s  Spaulding 's .  
And my husband was a f r i e n d  of W i l l i s  Spaulding. He was t h e  man who 
helped W i l l i s  Spaulding, i n  t h e  mechanical way because he w a s  an 
e l e c t r i c a l  engineer ,  and he was very  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  the  Survey, 
and i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  workings of it. And he  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  
group and what they  d id .  

9 .  Did you a c t u a l l y  a s k  ques t ions  of people i n  t h e  Survey? 

A. How do you mean, a s k  ques t ions?  

Q. Did you go ou t  and ga ther  information? 

A .  Oh yes ,  they d id .  

Q. Did you? 

A .  No, I had enough t o  do. ( l augh te r )  
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Q. Who d id  they  ask? People i n  j a i l s ?  How d id  t h a t  work? 

A. Y e s .  They were i n s t r u c t e d  what t o  say from t h e  Survey people--or 
what t o  do. They were very  a t t r a c t i v e  people.  

TP. The vo lun tee r s ,  you mean? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Russe l l  Sage, I th ink .  (whispered) 

A. (pause) They've d r i f t e d  away. I kept  t r a c k  of one husband and 
wife  f o r  a  long time. We used t o  s e e  them because I enjoyed them so 
much, but: they a r e  both dead now. He af te rward  became q u i t e  prominent 
i n  p o l i t i c s ;  no t  t h a t  he was a p o l i t i c i a n ,  bu t  he w a s  appointed by 
Washington t o  go t o  Ind ia  and do va r ious  th ings .  And h i s  wi fe  was a  
w r i t e r .  She wrote  c h i l d r e n ' s  s t o r i e s ,  bu t  I don ' t  t h i n k  I ' v e  ever  . . . 
p ina fo re  pocket s t o r i e s .  

TP. She wrote  P inafore  Pockets? For goodness sakes! 

9. What was t h e i r  name? 

A .  They came ou t  i n  t h e  . . . New York Times. Pos t ,  they were pub- 
l i s h e d  f i r s t .  

TP. Do you remember t h e i r  names? 

A. Why of course  I remember them, but  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of them now. 

TP. Well, y o u ' l l  t h i n k  of them l a t e r .  When you do, w r i t e  them down. 
Those a r e  charming s t o r i e s ,  

Q.  Did people i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  oppose t h e  Survey? 

A. Oh no, I never knew of any oppos i t i on  t o  it. I t h i n k  they  were 
genuinely and thoroughly i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t  a t  t h e  t ime. And I always . . . 
oh we l l ,  I guess I b e t t e r  n o t  say t h a t .  But t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  was very  
w e l l  a t tended  and very much enjoyed, I th ink .  And i t  l e t  the  people 
s e e  something of what had been accomplished and what had been done. 
My husband wrote a  book on t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  Survey, and I think--a 
r e p o r t  s o r t  o f .  And I t h i n k  I have i t  somewhere. 

Q. I ' d  l i k e  t o  see t h a t .  

A. I thought i t  was very  good a t  t h e  time; I haven ' t  read i t  f o r  
yea r s ,  of course ,  but  1'11 look i t  up and see .  (pause) He w a s  sec- 
r e t a r y  of t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  . . . M r .  Smith, a s  a  commissioner, 
was much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t  and he lped ,  too.  And he wrote  i t  up--my 
husband wrote  i t  up. I don ' t  l i k e  taped th ings  so  much because you 
have t o  t a l k  so  much about your se l f .  ( l augh te r )  
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TF. That ' s  what t h e y ' r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

Q. Tha t ' s  why we do i t .   hat's what w e  l i k e .  

A .  Yes, but  t h e r e  a r e  so many angles ,  you know, and you may j u s t  
t a l k  on one l i n e  o r  on a s p e c i a l  l i n e ,  bu t  i t  doesn ' t  g ive  t h e  whole 
th ing .   hat's what I o b j e c t  t o .  

Q. Tha t ' s  a l l  r i g h t .  So what. ( l augh te r )  

A. Well, I don ' t  know. I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  kind of t i resome.  ( laughter  

Q. It must have been a  very unusual group of people a t  t h a t  t ime t o  
have promoted t h e  Survey. 

A .  Well, I don ' t  know t h a t  they were unusual;  I never thought of 
them as unusual,  ( l augh te r )  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  

Q. It hasn ' t  been done s ince .  

A. I don ' t  know why t h a t  happened. (pause) I t h i n k  i t  j u s t  n a t u r a l l y  
drew t h e  people.  There was noth ing  r a d i c a l  about i t .  

Q. But the  Russe l l  Sage Foundation used i t  a s  an example i n  t h e i r  
n a t i o n a l  pub l i ca t ions .  It was t a l k e d  about a l l  over t h e  country. 

A .  That I don ' t  know. 

Q. Well now, who else w a s  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  promoting t h e  survey? 

A .  Besides D r .  Palmer? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, I t o l d  you M r .  Lanphier was a  g r e a t  he lp ,  was a g r e a t  person. 
T t h i n k  t h e  commissioners were i n t e r e s t e d  a t  t h a t  t ime,  and I c a n ' t  
remember . . . t h e r e  was Vin Dallrgan. The people t h a t  were a s soc i a t ed  
wi th  M r .  Spaulding were i n t e r e s t e d ,  t h a t  group was. 

Q . Was Logan Hay? 

A .  Oh, yes.  Logan Hay was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  everything i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. What kind of a  man w a s  he? 

A. Well, I don ' t  know. He was a man of g r e a t  judgment, I would say,  
more than  anything.  If you had a problem t h a t  was very  d i f f i c u l t ,  
he'd s o l v e  i t .  

Q. Are t h e r e  some of t hose  problems you remember i n  p a r t i c u l a r ?  
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A .  No, I don ' t ,  except  t h a t  you know he  w a s  a p o l i t i c i a n ?  

Q. Yes. 

A .  And I t h i n k  he was an unusual p o l i t i c i a n .  And he,  I t h i n k  would 
l i k e  . . . w e l l ,  would have made a good governor and would have l i k e d  
it. But he had a p o l i t i c a l  enemy, who was c a l l e d  Richard Su l l i van .  

Q. Oh? 

A .  And he was bes ted  by him i n  p o l i t i c s .  But he had a p o s i t i o n  of 
g r e a t  honor he re  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  I t h i n k  people looked up t o  him. 
(pause) 

Q. There was a s e c t i o n  i n  t h e  Survey about amusements, too .  

A. Well, I don ' t  remember about t h a t .  

Q. There were q u i t e  a few movie houses then,  weren ' t  t he re?  

A. Yes. We had an  opera house, you know. And very  good t h i n g s  came 
he re ,  very  good. You s e e ,  we were a s topping  p l ace  between S t .  Louis 
and Chicago, and they cou ldn ' t  do t h e  whole t h i n g  and so they 'd  s t o p  
overn ight  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And we had many g r e a t  a r t i s t s  he re  i n  t h e  
way of a c t o r s .  And we had . . . and t h e  amateur musical was a very 
g r e a t  o rgan iza t ion .  It brought most noted musicians he re .  That was 
j u s t  a l i t t l e  p r i v a t e  group t h a t  s t a r t e d  t h a t  and kept  i t  up. M r s .  . 
I was t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of some of t h e  people t h a t  were i n  t h a t .  Mrs. 
W i l l  Taylor was i n  that--very good. And Mrs. S ta rn ,  Leonora S ta rn ,  
and o t h e r s .  It went on u n t i l  j u s t  a few years  ago. 

Q. Now, M r s .  Brown was a c t i v e  i n  promoting t h e  Survey, wasn't  she? 

A. Which M r s .  Brown? 

Q. I don ' t  know which Mrs. Brown. Pour s i s te r - in- law? I don ' t  know. 

A.  Well, my s i s te r - in- law was a c t i v e  i n  anything--good th ings .  She 
was r e a l l y  . . . I t h i n k  I speak of h e r  i n  t h e  book, s o  I don ' t  have 
t o  go i n t o  t h a t .  

Q. A l l  r i g h t .  But she  worked on t h e  Survey, too?  

A.  Was she  on t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  Survey? Well, she was i n t e r e s t e d  a s  
a . . . no, she  was not  o f f i c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t .  I don ' t  know 
who they were now--the people on t h e  Survey. They must have committees 
on your copies .  

Q. I have seen a paper by Shelby Harbison. 

A.  He was t h e  head of t h e  Survey he re .  



El izabe th  Ide  

Q. Yes. How long  d id  he  s t a y  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. Oh, i t  wasn't  too  long ,  any of t h i s .  I don ' t  remember; I couldn ' t  
t e l l  you. 1 don ' t  t h i n k  i t  took them too  long,  

Q. A few weeks, o r  a few months? 

A. Well, I ' d  say a  few months. I don ' t  know t h a t  M r .  Harbison was 
he re  t h a t  long; I mean t h e  o t h e r  people.  

Q. What do you remember about t h e  e x h i b i t ?  

A .  I don ' t  remember anything except  i t  was good, ( l augh te r )  I wasn't  
much i n t e r e s t e d  in t h e  e x h i b i t .  

TP. I don ' t  understand what t h e  e x h i b i t  was. 

A .  It was given i n  t h e  Arsenal [Armory] a t  t h a t  t ime, and i t  was a  
success .  

TP. Well, what d id  they  e x h i b i t ?  

A .  What d id  they  e x h i b i t ?  I don ' t  know. ( l augh te r )  

Q. Vachel Lindsay l i k e d  t h a t  e x h i b i t ,  I ' v e  heard.  

A .  Yes. If I g e t  s t a r t e d  on Vachel, I don ' t  know where I ' l l  s top .  
( laughs)  I don ' t  know whether i t ' s  wise.  You w i l l  have t o  supe rv i se  
t h i s  t ape .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. I s h a l l .  ( l augh te r )  

A .  Vachel was a g r e a t  f r i e n d  of mine. Yes. My husband and I were 
some of t h e  few who d i d n ' t  look down on him i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  ( laughs)  
They were . . . you know, what w i l l  I c a l l  i t ?  The s o c i a l  s e t ,  I 
suppose, had no use  f o r  Vachel. They d i d n ' t  c a r e  f o r  h i s  poe t ry ;  
they  thought he  was boor i sh .  And they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  him, c a r e  f o r  
him. ( laughs)  

Q.  They mis t rus t ed  e c c e n t r i c i t y .  

A. And they d i d n ' t  enjoy having him come to s e e  t h e i r  daughters .  
( l augh te r )  But Vachel w a s  h imsel f ,  and he was r e a l l y ,  he  was an 
awful l o t -  of fun. And he used t o  come out  t o  our  house and b r i n g  
h i s  . . . w e l l ,  "The Chinese Night ingale ,"  I used t o  f e e l  I ' d  almost 
w r i t t e n  i t .  ( l augh te r )  Because he  was w r i t i n g  t h a t  then.  We enjoyed 
him very much; my husband d i d ,  too .  And my husband was r a t h e r  a  pu res t  
i n  words and t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g  and he would make l i t t l e  sugges t ions .  
And Vachel was very amenable t o  any suggest ion;  he was g r a t e f u l  t o  
t h a t .  But I always f e l t  t h a t  t h e  . . . what 's  t h e  last  book he wrote? 
You know. 
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TP. You don' t  mean The C o n ~ o ?  

A. Oh, no. I don' t  want t h a t  Congo. I mean t h e  book, t h e  l a s t  book. 
I t ' s  gone ou t  of my head. 

TP. The book t h a t  was w r i t t e n  about him? 

A. The Bui ld ing  . . . 
TP. The Building of Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A.  Yes. I always f e l t  t h a t  Vachel . . . t h a t  t h a t  was an express ion  
of t h e  Survey exh ib i t i on .  I t h i n k  Vachel wanted t o  be a  p a r t  of i t ,  
and t o  do something f o r  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And I th ink  he wrote  t h a t .  And 
i t  wasn't  any good--that's what I thought--and I t h i n k  i t  h u r t  him t o  
t h i n k  t h a t  some of h i s  f r i e n d s  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  i t  w a s  good. I t h i n k  i t  
was j u s t  rubbish,  t h a t .  I don ' t  c a re  f o r  i t  a t  a l l .  And t h a t  was a  
disappointment t o  him, a b i t t e r  disappointment.  And a f t e r  t h a t  he 
l e f t  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  s h o r t l y  a f t e r  h i s  mother 's  dea th .  But he was l o t s  
of fun.  

Q. Was he  a  joker? 

A .  Well, I don ' t  know i f  I would say  he  was a  joker ,  bu t  he saw t h e  
funny s i d e  of t h ings .  I remember he  was t e l l i n g  about h i s  mother 
going t o  England wi th  him, and he  s a i d  she  would enjoy i t .  I don ' t  
t h i n k  h i s  mother was keen about h i s  poe t ry ,  b u t  he s a i d ,  "she'll 
l e a r n  about my poetry."  ( l augh te r )  And I guess she  d id .  He got  a 
g r e a t  d e a l  of p r a i s e  f o r  i t ,  and a t t e n t i o n  when they  went t o  England. 

Q. What a shame f o r  him t o  have been disappointed i n  h i s  home town. 

A. Well, he came back, you know. And I t h i n k  . . . he had a pub l i c  
r e c i t a l  s h o r t l y  before  h i s  dea th ,  and I t h i n k  he got a g r e a t  d e a l  of 
applause then.  I t h i n k  people were beginning t o  a p p r e c i a t e  him. And 
I t h i n k  i t  made him happy. Yes, i t  was a  disappointment;  i t  was a  
disappointment t o  have had t h a t  through l i f e .  I think he  would have 
loved t o  have been apprec ia ted  by people gene ra l ly .  And they  f e l t  
s u p e r i o r  t o  him. Over very  f o o l i s h  reasons.  

Q. Who bes ides  you befr iended him? 

A .  Oh, I don' t  know. 

TP . Jane Brown. 

A .  Oh w e l l ,  he  wrote  a poem t o  Jane.  ( laughs)  

TP. You always s a i d  he was i n  l ove  wi th  Chr i s t i ne .  ( laughs)  

A. Oh, no. Nothing of t h a t  kind. No. 
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Q. Now who is  Jane  Brown? 

A .  H e  had l o t s  of f r i e n d s ,  l o t s  of f r i e n d s .  I don' t  mean t o  . . . 
t o  say  who they were, I don ' t  know. I was j u s t  one of many. 

Q. Now, who was Jane  Brown? Is Jane  Brown a  r e l a t i v e  of your family? 

A .  A n iece .  

Q. A n iece .  Was she  S t u a r t ' s  daughter?  

A. Y e s .  (pause) I wish t h a t  Vachel had had more apprec i a t ion ,  bu t  
he had apprec i a t ion  from ou t s ide .  

Q. Yes. He d i d ,  Well, f o r  some reason t h e r e  a r e  some photographs 
of t h e  e x h i b i t i o n  of  t h e  Survey, and he i s  i n  a l l  of them. 

TP. How n i c e .  

A.  Well, he was very much i n t e r e s t e d .  H e  would have l i k e d  t o  have 
done something and t h a t  w a s  h i s  way of  doing i t .  And 1 don' t  know, 
maybe some people c a n - f k d  something i n  i t .  I c a n ' t .  And 1 was very 
f r ank  wi th  him, and we r e a l l y  had almost a c e s s a t i o n  of f r i e n d s h i p  
f o r  a  while .  I d i d n ' t  s e e  him, then ,  when he came back wi th  h i s  wi fe .  
She was very a t t r a c t i v e  and 1 l i k e d  he r  very much. And I kept  up wi th  
he r  u n t i l  she d ied .  She went t o  Boston and became a  t eache r .  And 
every t ime I went t o  Boston I had a  s e s s i o n  w i t h  h e r .  She came down 
and t h e  g i r l s  a l l  met h e r  and they were de l igh ted  wi th  he r .  

M i s s  [E l i zabe th ]  Graham has  helped me t o  keep i t  up, you know. M i s s  
Graham has  done a marvelous t h i n g  i n  r e s t o r i n g  t h a t  house and p u t t i n g  
t h e  emphasis on Vachel as she has .  No one e l s e  could have done it,  
and no one would have been w i l l i n g  t o .  And she  s t i l l  works inces san t ly  
f o r  him. And I c a n ' t  say  what 1 t h i n k  about what M i s s  Graham has 
done i n  t h a t  house. 1t's a  wonderful th ing .  

Q. I hoped it  is  cared f o r  by t h e  c i t y .  

A .  I hope i t  w i l l  be c a r r i e d  on something t h e  way she has.  She is ,  
I th ink ,  very unwi l l ing  f o r  i t  t o  become a government s o r t  o f  t h ing .  
I don ' t  know how s h e ' s  going t o  manage i t ,  but  1 suppose t h a t  . . . I 
know she has  a memorial committee appointed--I don ' t  mean memorial, I 
don ' t  l i k e  t h a t  word--but a  committee t o  manage s e t  up t h a t  can be.  
There is only t h e  Vachel Lindsay Assoc ia t ion  now, and I don ' t  know 
how t h a t  would s tand  up wi th  t h e  house, you know. But I imagine she  
has  s e t  up some kind of  a  committee. I don ' t  know. 

TP. Hasn ' t  D r .  Graebel been a c t i v e  . . . 

END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE ONE 
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A. . . . and he  should have c r e d i t  f o r  t h a t ,  too .  

TP. To buy t h e  home, you mean? 

A.  Yes. 

TP. Well, who owned t h e  home? 

A. It w a s  owned by h i s  s i s t e r .  Vachel 's  s i s t e r .  

TP. Oh, Olive Wakefield d id  not  g ive  i t  t o  t h e  s o c i e t y ?  

A. Olive Lindsay came h e r e  and d i ed  he re ,  b u t  she  w a s  o u t s i d e  of 
t h e  s t a t e .  And t h e r e  were two others-- there was another  s i s t e r ,  
too,  that had owned t h e  proper ty .  It had t o  be bought. 

Q. Did D r .  Graebel know them personal ly?  

A .  Know M i s s  Graham? 

Q. Y e s ,  and . . . 
A.  Vachel? 

Q. Yes, know Vachel. 

A .  Well, I don' t  know whether he  w a s  h e r e  o r  not .  O r  whether he  came 
af te rwards .  He l i k e s  Vachel 's  poe t ry ,  though. I know t h a t .  And he  
worked t o  get t h e  money t o  s t a r t  t h e  . . . But Miss Graham has  taken 
the  burden ever  s ince .  

Q.  W e l l ,  t h e  Sp r ing f i e ld  Survey might have had an e f f e c t  i n  some 
a r e a s ,  bu t  1 ' m  no t  c l e a r  what a r e a s  i t  had an e f f e c t  i n .  Can you say  
t h a t  t h e  Survey l e a d  t o  c e r t a i n  r e s u l t s  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. Well, I c a n ' t ,  bu t  they  wrote i t  up. There wasa r e p o r t  from them. 
I wouldn't venture  t o  say. I don ' t  know what t h e  permanency was. It 
seemed t o  me t h a t  i t  has  amoupted t o  very l i t t l e  ( laughs)  i n  ways, bu t  
maybe no t .  

Q. W e l l ,  w a s  t h e r e  l o t s  of crime and v i c e ,  gambling, and p r o s t i t u t i o n  
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  I don ' t  know. I supp,ose so.  I don ' t  know. 

Q.  I ' v e  read t h a t  Sp r ing f i e ld  was a  very wicked c i t y .  

A .  Well, I don ' t  know. I d i d n ' t  mix wi th  i t .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Good f o r  you. ( l augh te r )  
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Voice i n  background: Not s i n c e  I ' v e  come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. No, no wickedness s i n c e  then.  Well, now I have heard t h a t ,  t h a t  
Sp r ing f i e ld  w a s  f u l l  of gamblers and c r imina l s  and . . . w e l l ,  v i ce .  

A. Well, I don ' t  know. I doubt i f  i t  was any worse than  any o t h e r  
c i t y .  

Q. Perhaps, perhaps. (pause) A r e  t h e r e  any more ques t ions  on t h e  
Chi ldren ' s  Serv ice  League? 

TP. No, no, I don ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. Good, good. Are t h e r e  any o t h e r  r e c o l l e c t i o n s  you have of t h e  
Survey? 

A. No, I don ' t  t h i n k  so .  ( t a p e  turned o f f  and on aga in)  . . . and 
we had reso lved  t o  do something about t h i s  m o r t a l i t y  i n  t h e  e a s t  
s i d e .  I went on t o  New York and D r .  Josephine Baker was head of t h e  
New Pork . . . what d id  they  c a l l  i t ?  The c h i l d r e n ' s  p a r t .  And I 
had l e t t e r s  from the Survey t o  t e l l  me. And when 1 went t o  s e e  h e r  
about i t ,  she began t o  ques t ion  me about Sp r ing f i e ld .  And she  s a i d ,  
"Well, your milk supply t h a t  you havew--milk you o r d e r  f o r  bab ie s ,  
you know, t h a t  you need f o r  milk--"how is  t h a t  working?" I s a i d ,  "We 
haven ' t  any." She s a i d ,  "No milk supply?" Well, then  she  went on t o  
a sk  m e  about t he  o the r  va r ious  o rgan iza t ions  t h a t  a r e  i n  touch wi th  
t h e  work i n  New York. We d i d n ' t  have anything.  We had nothing t o  
start with.  No money and no s i t u a t i a n  back of us t h a t  was any good. 
( laughs)  And I 've o f t e n  thought of t h a t .  She was awful ly k ind ,  but  
she  s a i d ,  "Well, I hope you w i l l  have success ,  but"  she  s a i d ,  "I don ' t  
s e e  how you can." ( l augh te r )  1 thought t h a t  was i n t e r e s t i n g .  I 
haven ' t  thought about h e r  f o r  many years .  She was a very  well-known 
woman i n  t h e  medical world. She looked on u s  as benighted. ( l augh te r )  

Q. But t h a t ' s  what 's  i n t e r e s t i n g  about t h e  Survey. Out he re  i n  t h e  
Middle West t h i s  was be ing  done. You must have been a very p rog res s ive  
group of people.  

A. Well, I t h i n k  t h i s :  I th ink ,  perhaps f o r  one th ing ,  i t  a l e r t e d  
our doc to r s  he re  t o  t h e  need of work i n  baby foods and so  f o r t h .  
None of t h e  doc to r s  knew p a r t i c u l a r l y  anything about baby food o r  
t r e a t i n g  babies .  And I th ink  t h a t  woke them up. And f o r  t h a t  reason 
I t h i n k  i t  w a s  very worthwhile. 

Q. Good. 

END OF TAPE 
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Ruth Knack, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Do you remember going shopping i n  downtown Spr ing f i e ld?  Do you 
remember going shopping i n  Bressmers o r  i n  Reisch and Thoma o r  i n  
o the r  s t o r e s  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  I always went t o  Bressmers. 

Q .  You d id?  

A .  Yes. We had a p l ace  of f a i t h  i n  Bressmers. They were a s t anda rd ,  
you know, and they  always s tood  up t o  t h e i r  o b l i g a t i o n s .  And I don ' t  
t h ink  I went any p l ace  e l s e .  

Q .  Did you shop i n  Bressmers when it was i n  t h e  same p lace?  Bressmers 
used t o  be  i n  a d i f f e r e n t  bu i ld ing .  

A .  Well, I don' t  remember where t h e  o t h e r  p l ace  f o r  i t .  

Q. Which one do you remember? The one where i t  is  now? 

A .  The o l d  M r .  Bressmer was l i v i n g  and h i s  son, and I knew h i s  daughter 
w e l l ,  too .  

Q. Do you remember when i t  was on t h e  corner? 

A. Well, yes, I t h i n k  I do. I ' m  hazy i n  memories. 

Q. Oh, I understand. Do you remember what i t  looked l i k e ?  

A .  Well, i t  looked q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  some ways because i t  w a s  . . . 
I t h i n k  i t  looks more l i k e  a country s t o r e  now, wi th  t h e  a i s l e s  and 
every th ing  down. It d i d n ' t  used t o  be t h a t  way. 

What d id  i t  look  l i k e  when you remember i t ?  

It looked l i k e  a c i t y  s t o r e .  

Like a s t o r e  i n  S t .  Louis o r  . . . 
Yes. O r  i n  Chicago. Yes. 

What d id  you buy the re?  I n  Bressmers. 

All a r t i c l e s  of  . . . w e l l ,  s h e e t s ,  towels ,  a l l  . . . And c l o t h e s .  

Clothing,  too?  



El izabe th  Ide  

A. I bought c lo th ing ,  yes .  Dresses .  

Q. Were they b e s t  f o r  some s p e c i a l  kind of c lo th ing?  Did they have 
s p e c i a l  d re s ses  o r  s p e c i a l  shoes? 

A .  I don ' t  remember any s p e c i a l  d re s ses .  Herndon's had a  s p e c i a l  
dressmaking shop above f o r  many years .  I go t  most of my wedding 
c l o t h e s  t he re .  

Q. A t  Herndon's? Oh, r e a l l y ?  

A .  Yes. 

Q. When were you marr ied? 

Q. Real ly?  I have a  p i c t u r e  of  ernd don's, I th ink ,  i n  1896. 1'11 
show you. ( In te rv iewer  s h u f f l e s  through papers)  This is  Herndon's 
bu i ld ing .  Do you remember t h a t  bu i ld ing?  That ' s  i n  1902. (pause) 
1 don ' t  have a  p i c t u r e  of Bressmers. I j u s t  have t h i s  p i c t u r e  of 
Herndon's. Do you remember t h e  bu i ld ing?  

A. Oh, yes .  We went t h e r e ,  too,  o f t e n .  Herndon's was famous f o r  
s p e c i a l  t h ings  l i k e  r e a l  l a c e ,  

Q. Oh, r e a l l y ?  

A .  Yes. They kept  r e a l  l a c e  t h e r e ,  and people bought l a r g e l y  from i t .  

Q .  Was i t  a b i g  s t o r e ?  

A. Yes. Not a s  b i g  a s  Bressmers b u t  a  b i g  s t o r e .  

Q. Bressmers was t h e  b igges t  one. 

A .  Yes. A very n i c e  s t o r e ,  too.  

Q. Do you remember t h e  e s c a l a t o r  a t  Bressmers? I t h i n k  they had an 
e l e c t r i c  s ta i rway,  t he  f i r s t  e l e c t r i c  stairway--an e s c a l a t o r ?  

A. No, I don ' t  remember i t .  

Q. Do you remember the a rches  on t h e  s t r e e t ?  

A .  Very dimly I do. 

Q. It was a long  time ago t h a t  they were gone. 

A. Well, I wasn't  e s p e c i a l l y  i n t e r e s t e d .  Tha t ' s  t h e  reason I don ' t  
remember. 
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Q. That's a good reason. Here's a picture of the south side of the 
square, and here's another store--Reisch and Thoma. And here's 
Bressmers down at the corner. Did you ever shop at Reisch and Thoma? 

A. No, I can't say that I did. There was . . . what was the store 
that . . . I can't remember the store that went out of business much 
later than any of those other old stores, that we always used to say, 
"If . . . we'll go there and we're sure to get an old thing . . . an 
old--whatever it was." 

1 TP. Westenberger's? 

A. No, it wasn't Westenberger's. 

Q. Was it on Sixth Street or was it on the square? 

A. They moved to Sixth Street, south, but they were first on Fifth. 

Q. First on Fifth. 

A. It's an old store, and it was true. 1 remember (laughs) I used 
to be amused at my cousin--she didn't live here, but she'd often 
come back and shop a little. And she would say, "Well, I can't get 
it, but I'll go to this store and I'm sure they'll have it ," And 
she would go, and they maybe would say, "No, 1 don't have it." 
"Well, you look on your top shelf, and you'll find it." And they 
did. (laughs) 

Q. Was it a dry goods store? 

A. It was an old store. I'm sorry I can't think of it. 

Q. Oh, that's all right. Did you go to any of the jewelry stores? 
Did you buy jewelry in any of the stores? 

A. Oh, they went out of business, I think, about . . . five or ten 
years ago. 

Q. Oh, really. Perhaps It was Westenberger's. Isn't that fairly . . . 
TP. Westenbergers? 

A. No, it wasn't Westenberger's. 

Q. I don't know. 

A. I can't tell you. 

Q. Maybe you will think of it. Did you go to the jewelry stores? 
To Klaus Jewelers for instance? 

1. TP - indicates third person in eoorn. 
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A. Yes. There w a s  JClaholt . . . 
Q. Oh, Klahol t  Jewelers ,  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Also Klahol t  shoes,  r i g h t ?  

A .  That was one of t h e  l ead ing  jewelry s t o r e s .  

TP. I s t i l l  th ink  t h a t  was Westenberger 's because I t h i n k  1 ' ve  heard 
he r  t e l l  about . . . 
A .  And a f t e r  Klahol t  came M r .  Tobin. 

Q. Yes. 

A. They were both good jewelry s t o r e s .  

9.  Did t h e  s t o r e  look much d i f f e r e n t  when M r .  Klahol t  had i t ?  

A. I wasn't  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  bu i ld ings .  

Q. Ah, you j u s t  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  jewelry.  

A .  I couldn ' t  t e l l  you anything about i t .  

Q.  But do you remember how t h e  i n s i d e  was? How you f e l t  i n  t h e  
i n s i d e ?  Did you have a d i f f e r e n t  f e e l i n g ?  

A. Yes. We l i k e d  M r .  Klahol t ,  and we knew t h e  p r o p r i e t o r  we l l ,  
always. They were part  of t h e  town, p a r t  of us .  

Q. Where d id  you buy your shoes? A t  K l a h o l t ' s  a l s o ?  

A. Shoes? Well, I don' t  know. I used t o  go t o  S t .  Louis f o r  shoes.  

Q. Oh, r e a l l y ?  

A. Yes. 

Q. Because you cou ldn ' t  g e t  them here?  

A. Well, I don ' t  know. I l i k e d  t o .  ( laughs)  

Q. You l i k e d  t o  go t o  S t .  Louis.  I do too.  Let me s e e  what o t h e r  . . . 
This  is  a p i c t u r e  of S ix th  S t r e e t  and he re  i n  ~ a l d a n e r ' s .  Did you 
ever  e a t  a t  Maldaner's? I ' m  s u r e  you d id .  

A. Yes. Always. Maldaner's served my wedding b r e a k f a s t .  

Q. Rea l ly?  

A .  Y e s .  

Q. Where was your wedding? 
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A. Right he re  i n  t h i s  apartment,  Oh, no, what a m  I t a l k i n g  about? 
It was i n  t h e  house, my home. 

Q.  And Maldaner's came i n  with t h e  cake and wi th  t h e  . . . 
A. Well, I don ' t  remember t h a t .  ( laughs)  

Q. Do you remember who w a s  t h e  owner of Maldaner 's then? 

A. No, I guess M r .  Maldaner. 

Q. Do you remember any o t h e r  r e s t a u r a n t s  downtown t h a t  you went t o ?  

A .  No. 

Q. Do you remember t h e  d rugs to re  c a l l e d  Charles  Ryan's Drugstore? 
On Sixth  and Monroe. 

A .  Oh, yes.  

Q. Here is  a p i c t u r e  of i t .  

A .  Yes. 

Q .  Did you shop t h e r e ,  too?  

A .  I don ' t  remember t h e  d rugs to re ,  no. No, I d i d n ' t  shop t h e r e .  

Q. Do you remember any o t h e r  d rugs to re  downtown? 

A .  No. 

Q.  What e l s e  do you . . . 
A .  Didn ' t  d e a l  i n  d rugs to re s .  

Q. What e l s e  do you remember about  downtown? 

A .  I remember a very l i v e l y  square ,  where l o t s  of people were coming 
and going. 

Q. There used t o  be o f f i c e s  over some of t h e  s t o r i e s .  Did you go 
t o  t h e  doc tor  . . . 
A .  My f a t h e r  had a  l a w  o f f i c e .  For yea r s  he  belonged t o  t h e  f i rm  of 
S t u a r t ,  Edwards and Brown, and i t  was on t h e  corner  where , . . what 's  
t h e  . . . s t r e e t  a f t e r  Capi to l?  

Q. Monroe? 

A .  Monroe, and t h e  next  . . . 
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Q. Adams? 

A. L e t ' s  s e e ,  Capi to l  . . . i t  was on Monroe. On t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  
and had a l i t t l e  balcony and . . . where t h e  F i r s t  Nat ional  Bank i s .  
And we used t o  go f o r  process ions  down t h e r e  and come out  on the 
balcony and s i t  on t h e  balcony and watch t h e  c i r c u s  o r  any procession.  

Q. Were t h e r e  many process ions  downtown i n  those  days? 

A .  W e l l ,  I don ' t  know much about o t h e r s  bu t  we c h i l d r e n  always 
enjoyed i t .  

Q. Have you always l i v e d  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  Well, 1 l i v e d  f o r  t h r e e  yea r s  i n  Wisconsin a f t e r  I was marr ied,  
bu t  I came back t o  Sp r ing f i e ld .  

Q. What town i n  Wisconsin d id  you l i v e  i n ?  

A .  Eau C la i r e .  

Q. And how do you compare t h e  downtown a£ Eau C l a i r e  t o  t h e  downtown 
of Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  Oh, i t  was much smal le r  p lace .  

Q. Much smal le r?  

A .  Much. 

Q. Did people come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  from a l l  over t o  shop? 

A. They came and went out  t o  t h e  Lincoln Monument. That was a very 
f a v o r i t e  r e s o r t ,  And t h e  house, too .  From my childhood, I used t o  
g e t  t e r r i b l y  bored because 1 was t h e  one who had t o  t a k e  them out  
and I wasn ' t  very  sen t imenta l  a t  t h a t  t ime. And they would want t o  
drop a t e a r  he re  and t h e r e .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Where e l s e  d i d  you t ake  them when they came t o  v i s i t ?  

A. I mean people i n  my family.  I d i d n ' t  t a k e  o u t s i d e r s .  

Q. No, people i n  your family.  A f t e r  you took them t o  t h e  tomb, 
where e l s e  d i d  you t ake  them? 

A. Well, I don ' t  remember any p l ace ,  t ak ing  them a f t e r w a r d s .  
Tha t ' s  . . . t h e  cemetery was t h e  place. 

Q. Did you t ake  them downtown sometimes, too?  

A. No. I d i d n ' t  have t h a t  t o  do. 












