
Preface 

Elizabeth Brown Ide was born March 9 ,  1873 t o  Christopher C. Brown and 
Caroline Owsl.ey Brown of Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Mrs. Ide attended the  B e t t i e  S t u a r t  I n s t i t u t e  and Monticello, and then 
spent one year a t  the  New York f in i sh ing  school of the  Misses Peables and 
Thompson. 

After  school her  f a t h e r  discouraged her from seeking employment. She 
married Francis  Pierce Ide, of A. L. Ide and Sons, i n  1896. 

I n  these four  interviews,  conducted between February of 1972 and March 
of 1976, Mrs. Ide r e c a l l s  the  fashionable socie ty  l i f e  enjoyed by 
turn-of-the-century Spr ingf ie ld ' s  wealthy families.  Mrs. Ide  was a 
personal acquaintance of the  Vachel Lindsy family and a d i s t a n t  r e l a t i v e  
of Mary Todd Lincoln. Along with these personages, Mrs. Ide  r e c a l l s  
o ther  prominent f ami l i e s  who v i s i t e d  o r  resided i n  Springfield,  including 
the  Lanphiers, the  Dickermans, the  Pattons, Miss Alice Bunn, Mrs. Ide's 
step-grandfather, Major S tua r t ,  and Jane Addams. 

Mrs. Ide served on the  board of the  Home f o r  Fr iendless  Children and 
pa r t i c ipa ted  i n  t h e  Spr ingf ie ld  Survey f o r  the  Russell. Sage Foundation 
led by D r .  Palmer. This Survey was i n f l u e n t i a l  i n  many nat ional  and 
l o c a l  reforms. 

In  the  f i n a l  interview, when M r s .  Ide  was 103 years  old,  she recounts 
ea r ly  businesses, shopping, and the  dances a t  the  Lel.and Hotel. Mrs. 
Ide died on February 17 ,  1978, j u s t  a few weeks shor t  of her  105th 
birthday. 

Readers of the  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear i n  mind t h a t  i t  is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  the  interviewer,  na r ra to r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve the  informal, conversat ional  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources. Sangamon S t a t e  Universi ty i s  not  
responsible f o r  the  f a c t u a l  accuracy of the  memoir, nor f o r  views 
expressed therein;  these  a r e  f o r  the  reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and c i t e d  f ree ly .  It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l ec t ron ic  o r  mechanical, 
without permission i n  wr i t ing  from the  Oral History Office, Sangamon 
S t a t e  University, Springfield,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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El izabe th  Ide ,  February 29,  1972, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Bobbie Herndon, In te rv iewer .  

Q. Now, i f  y o u ' l l  t e l l  me when you were born. 

A. Pa ren t s '  names were . . . 
1 

TP. Well wa i t ,  you've got t o  t e l l  when you were born. 

A. Oh, 1873. And my p a r e n t s '  names were Chris topher  C.  Brown--he 
was a lawyer,  a s  I s a i d ,  i n  t h e  f i r m  of S t u a r t ,  Edwards and Brown, 
and M r .  Lincoln examined him i n  law. That was one of t h e  th ings  t h a t  
gave him . . . And my mother 's name was Caro l ine  Owsley Brown. And 
my husband's name was F ranc i s  P i e r c e  Ide.  And my schooling was--I 
don ' t  know why 1 should g e t  any s p e c i a l  p r i z e  i n  schooling.  ( laughs)  
I went t o  t h e  B e t t i e  S t u a r t  I n s t i t u t e  a s  long  a s  it e x i s t e d .  I was 
then  about f i f t e e n  years  [ o l d ]  when i t  col lapsed .  M r s .  Holmes d ied  
and t h e r e  was no one t o  t ake  he r  p l a c e ,  And then I went t o  Monti- 
c e l l o  and was t h e r e  u n t i l  I graduated. And a f t e r  I graduated Monti- 
c e l l o  I went t o  New York t o  M i s s  Peables '  and Miss ~hompson ' s  Finish-  
i n g  School. And I was t h e r e  a year .  I n  New York I spent  t h a t  year .  

And then  I came home ready t o  be marr ied,  which of course  I was looking 
forward t o  a s  a l l  g i r l s  were a t  t h a t  time. There were not  many ca ree r  
g i r l s .  I had v i s i o n s  of i t ,  of being a kindergar ten  teacher  o r  a 
nurse ,  bu t  my f a t h e r  discouraged them. So I d i d n ' t ,  and I became 
engaged and was marr ied.  And went . . . wel l ,  t h e r e ' s  nothing very  
i n t e r e s t i n g  the re .  ( laughs)  I went t o  Wisconsin t o  l i v e ,  a t  Eau 
C l a i r e ,  Wisconsin, f o r  t h r e e  yea r s .  And then  my husband's f a t h e r  
d ied  and we came back he re  t o  Sp r ing f i e ld  because i t  was necessary 
f o r  him t o  be i n  t h e  f i rm,  he being t h e  only  t e c h n i c a l  man. H i s  
b ro the r s  were n o t  educated and he  was educated f o r  e l e c t r i c i t y  and 
t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing ,  a l l  t h a t .  He went t o ,  oh, Cornel l .  And had 
Phi  Beta Kappa, too .  I can t e l l  t h a t ;  he would never had t o l d  i t ,  
though. Now I don ' t  know what t o  say about t h i s ,  schooling.  It 
was about  t en  thousand people when I was a l i t t l e  g i r l - -Spr ingf ie ld  
was. And t h e  i n t e r e s t s  were farming and mining. And my f a t h e r ,  
though he  w a s  a lawyer,  was engaged . . . he had two mines. He had 
a mine a t  Riverton,  which t h e  J e s s e s  were i n t e r e s t e d  i n ,  and a l s o  a t  
Woodside l a t e r  on when he so ld  ou t  t o  t h e  J e s s e s .  And I wasn't  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  s t a t i s t i c s  a t  a l l ,  of course ,  bu t  I d i d  know t h a t  they  
had s t o r e s  i n  connection with t h e  Riverton mine and we a l l  knew t h a t  
t h e  miners wouldn't  have anything but  t h e  very b e s t .  You had t o  g e t  
t h e  very  b e s t  o r  your miners wouldn't buy i t .  They were very choosy. 

One th ing ,  ( laughs)  my f a t h e r  used t o  every year  g e t  a package t o  send 
t o  each one of h i s  c h i l d r e n  from t h e  mine, and i t  was o l i v e s  and, o h ,  

1. TP - i n d i c a t e s  t h i r d  person i n  room. 

2 .  Mrs. Ide  was married i n  1896. 



El izabe th  Ide  2 

fancy th ings ,  you know, t h a t  they  had we wouldn't probably ge t  much. 
And my husband d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  when mine came [ t h e ]  f i r s t  [ t ime] .  He 
resented  i t;  he thought my f a t h e r  thought he couldn ' t  provide enough 
f o r  me. ( laughs)  I had q u i t e  a  l i t t l e  ( laughs)  t r o u b l e  r econc i l i ng  
him t o  t h a t .  When he gave i t  t o  S t u a r t  and Edward and t h e  o t h e r  
c h i l d r e n  in t h e  family,  why he r e a l i z e d  i t  f i n a l l y .  ( laughs)  

I don ' t  know . . . I do remember t h a t  men worked long  and hard.  The 
miners,  of course ,  i f  t h e r e  was a  s t r i k e ,  they  would never do anything 
e l s e .  They'd s i t  on t h e  porch and rock, bu t  they would - n o t  t ake  
another  job. You couldn ' t  g e t  a  miner t o  ever  go i n t o  anything e l s e .  
I don ' t  know whether i t ' s  t r u e  now o r  n o t ,  bu t  i t  w a s  then a t  t h a t  
time. And of course  farmers  worked hard ,  They d i d n ' t  s e e  much 
r e s u l t s ,  I guess.  And workmen l i k e  by husband's A .  L. Ide  and Sons-- 
t h a t  was t h e i r  f i r m  name--they were e l e c t r i c a l  and hea t ing  appara tus  
and t h a t  s o r t  of t h ing .  And they worked u n t i l  s i x  o 'c lock  and t h e r e  
were saloons t h e r e  and they usua l ly  stopped f o r  a  d r ink .  And t h a t  
was all r i g h t ;  nobody ob jec t ed  t o  i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a t  t h a t  t ime. And 
I don ' t  know much more about workmen. 

I do know t h a t  f a i r s  he re  were f e s t i v a l s  and everybody took p a r t  i n  
them. Almost everyone had an  e n t r y  i n .  And I remember one artist  
( laughs)  t h a t  used t o  submit a  p a i n t i n g  of an  owl every yea r ,  and 
t h a t  always took a  p r i z e  because i t  was t h e  only b i r d  p i c t u r e  t h a t  
t h e r e  was. ( l augh te r )  U n t i l  somebody e l s e  succeeded. And we t r i e d  
f o r  r o s e  and flower arrangements and a11 t h a t  s o r t  of th ing .  And 
everybody went t o  t h e  f a i r  i n  t h a t  day. I suppose t h e r e  were no . . . 
I don ' t  remember any p a r t i c u l a r  amusements f o r  ch i ld ren .  I suppose 
t h e r e  were some--except t h e  horses  and t h e  pony shows and t h a t  s o r t  
of t h ing ,  which they s t i l l  have now. But I c a n ' t  remember anything 
p a r t i c u l a r  about i t .  

I do remember one time a  farmer brought h i s  wi fe  i n  her  wedding costume 
t o  t h e  f a i r - -ve i l  and a l l .  I suppose it was a wedding t r i p ,  bu t  I never 
saw t h a t  again.  But t h e r e  was a  d i s t i n c t i o n  a t  t h a t  t ime between t h e  
d r e s s  of farming people.  I mean they  were not  . . . t h e  women weren ' t  
up-to-date as they a r e  now. You couldn ' t  t e l l  a  farmer [now] from 
anybody e l s e ,  bu t  you could a t  t h a t  time. There was a  d i f f e r ence .  

But everybody knew t h e  ho r ses  and t h e  c a r r i a g e s  t h a t  belonged t o  people.  
You knew i t  w a s  t hose  b lack  ho r ses  t h a t  belonged t o  so-and-so. Of 
course  you . . . t h e r e  wasn't  t h e  . . . wel l ,  you p r a c t i c a l l y  f e l t  
l i k e  you knew everybody. I c a n ' t  t h i n k  . . . 
TP. Do you want t o  t u r n  i t  o f f  a minute? ( t ape  stopped and s t a r t e d )  

A .  . . . t h a t  were very  important .  Everybody went t o  church, p r a c t i -  
c a l l y ,  t h a t  I knew. And supported t h e  church. And I t h i n k  t h a t  was 
brought down--my mother spoke i n  he r  reminicenses . . . I don ' t  know 
whether you ever  heard. 



A .  Did t h a t ?  Well she  spoke about t h e  churches being noa-part isan 
and merging i n  t h e i r  soc i ab le s  and so f o r t h .  And I t h i n k  t h a t  was 
t r u e  i n  my childhood. I remember going t o  church once with a b i g  
book under my a r m .  My mother s ays ,  "What's t h a t ? "  " I ' m  going t o  
read whi le  I s i t  there ."  She snatched it away ( l augh te r )  and I 
d i d n ' t  g e t  t o  do i t .  So I wasn't  very s o c i a l  ( laughs)  a t  t h a t  age. 
So i t  was soc i ab le .  Tha t ' s  what they  c a l l e d  them, you know, church 
s o c i a b l e s ,  a t  t h a t  time. But you a s k  me some ques t ions .  I c a n ' t  
look back i n  my e a r l y  l i f e  and t h i n k  i t ' s  worth p u t t i n g  down. 

I Q. Well, i t  is  t o  me. Everything is  i n t e r e s t i n g .  

I TP. M r s .  I de  . . . ( t a p e  turned  o f f  and on aga in)  

A .  . . . so when one f r i e n d  of mine w a s  being taken i n t o  t h e  law f i rm,  
was t h a t  they used t h a t  s t o r y  t o  t e l l  t h e  young lawyers about my f a t h e r ,  
saying . . . being examined by Lincoln i n  law and then  ask ing  him a 
ques t ion  o r  two and then saying,  "Let 's  go and g e t  oys t e r s . "  ( l augh te r )  
So i t  wasn't  a very s e r i o u s  a f f a i r .  I know t h a t  . . . 
Q. Do you remember anything about William Henry Herndon, Lincoln ' s  
law p a r t n e r ?  

A .  No, I don ' t  t h i n k  I ever  met him. I remember . . , I ' l l  t e l l  you, 
I do remember Mrs. Lewis. And of course I remember your grandmother, 
Mrs. Herndon, and Miss Mary Lewis. And I loved M i s s  Mary Lewis. She 
was a very a t t r a c t i v e ,  you know, a person--pretty.  And 1 remember her  
very we l l .  

Q. T e l l  me some s t o r i e s  about he r .  I ' v e  always been s o r r y  I never 
got  t o  meet he r .  

A .  Well, I don ' t  t h ink  I--she was much o lde r  than I, and I don ' t  
know much about her  a l though I always knew h e r ,  And I don ' t  t h i n k  
I ever  had very much . . . I ' v e  been i n  he r  house a number of t imes 
and had t e a  t h e r e ,  and we had some t a l k  about a rug. (speaks t o  
another  person) Show M r s .  Herndon t h e  smal l  b lue  rug. From China, 
t h a t  I got  f o r  he r  through friends--missionary f r i e n d s .  She asked 
me t o .  She saw mine, I don' t  know how o r  when, I had bought t h i s  
l a r g e  rug  and a small  one. And she ,  I th ink ,  got  s e v e r a l  small  rugs  
through me. That ' s  the last  dea l ings  I had w i t h  h e r ,  a f t e r  I was 
married and was--well, I had been married q u i t e  a whi le ,  1 guess 
and l i v e d  ou t  then  a t  Mrs. Ide ' s .  Yes, show h e r  t h e  rug.  I t ' s  
awful ly worn now, but  I wouldn't give up my b i g  rugs f o r  anything.  
( l augh te r )  Do you want t o  s t e p  t h e r e ?  

Q. Oh yes.  ( t a p e  turned o f f  and on aga in )  

A .  . . . I c a l l e d  i n .  He t o l d  me he had o n e - l i k e  t h a t  small  one. 

3.  Lewis was t h e  daughter  of Obed Lewis. 
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Q. 1 t h i n k  they  do. I t ' s  a  l o v e l y  rug. 

A .  Yes. I got  t h a t  through f r i e n d s ,  and of course  they.  And I ' ll  . . . . 
And I ' l l  t e l l  you what t h e  p r i c e  was f o r  one of those  rugs ,  was s i x  
d o l l a r s .  

Q. My! About what year  w a s  t h a t ?  

A. Well, I couldn ' t  t e l l  you t h a t  exac t ly .  I was l i v i n g  o u t  a t  M r s .  
I d e ' s  then.  I don ' t  know. I t h i n k  i t  was about f i f t y  yea r s  ago, I ' d  
say,  perhaps. Guessing, f i f t y  y e a r s  ago. And I pa id  a  hundred d o l l a r s  
f o r  t h e  b i g  rug. 

Q. Well they ' r e  l ove ly .  

A .  Well, they 've served t h e i r  purpose. I'm going t o  hang onto them, 
anyway. U n t i l  [ they  have] holes  and you c a n ' t  walk on them. ( l augh te r )  
You b e t t e r  a sk  me some t h i n g s  because I c a n ' t  remember. I could t e l l  
you . . . 
Q. Well, you were speaking of mining e a r l i e r .  Do you remember John 
L.  Lewis when he  s t a r t e d  organiz ing  t h e  miners? 

A .  I remember h i s  dramatics .  I used t o  s e e  him once i n  a  whi le .  
You know, he would wear a  c loak  and m i n g  i t  around. He would have 
l i k e d  t o  be an  a c t o r ,  I th ink .  O f  course ,  I ' m  no t  one who w a s  keen 
over John. ( laughs)  That ' s  about a l l  I can say .  

Q. Not being a mine owner. 

A. Personal ly ,  I d id  no t  know him personal ly .  I j u s t  saw him occas iona l ly .  

Q. But you remember t h e  problems of t h e  s t r i k e s ,  t h e  mining s t r i k e s ?  

A .  No, I don ' t ,  because I wasn't  the l e a s t  b i t  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t  
s o r t  of th ing ,  except whether t h e  mine made money o r  no t .  And my 
f a t h e r  s o l d  i t  about t h e  t ime I was marr ied.  That was 1896, t h e  year  
he got  ou t  of t h e  mining bus iness ,  and we then  got i n t o  t h e  b o i l e r  
bus iness .  So I don ' t  know anything about t h a t .  I knew something 
about t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  they had wi th  s t r i k e s  because A .  L .  Ide  and 
Sons had one s t r i k e  where they  brought i n  people from o u t s i d e  t o  do 
t h e  work. And I don ' t  t h i n k  they got  anywhere much by it. I mean 
i t  wasn't  popular t o  have s t r i k e s ,  no. I t h i n k  they  t r i e d  t o  avoid 
i t  as much as poss ib l e .  But I don' t  t h i n k  that-- these ideas  t h a t  
t h e  workmen have now, I imagine, would've h o r r i f i e d  them a  good dea l .  
There wasn't t h a t  i dea  of t h e  working man t h a t  they have now. I don ' t  
want t o  say anything t h a t  would in t ima te  t h a t  they d i d n ' t  have consid- 
e r a t i o n ,  bu t  they  j u s t  d i d n ' t  have t h e  viewpoint.  That was i t .  (pause) 

There a r e  a few t h i n g s  t h a t  1 s e e  tremendous progress--you may c a l l  
i t  progress ,  you may not--in, and t h a t ' s  t h e  working man's p o s i t i o n ,  
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and d s o  t h e  c a r e  f o r  ch i ld ren .  'That's q u i t e  . . . I can remember 
being on t h e  board of t h e  Home f o r  t h e  F r i end le s s  when t h e  f i r s t  
s o c i a l  worker came ou t  and t o l d  t h e  superintendent--well ,  she  wasn't  
a super in tendent  . . . she  was too  . . . t h e  woman who r an  t h e  a c t u a l  
home--they cou ldn ' t  punish t h e i r  ch i ld ren .  It was a new idea  ( laughs)  
t h a t  you couldn ' t  punish them i f  they  needed it--and they d i d  need i t ,  
p l en ty  of t imes,  you know. Yes. But they  were t o l d  they  couldn ' t  
punish t h e i r  own ch i ld ren .  A t  t h e  home. And I t h i n k  t h a t  t h a t  view- 
po in t  and t h e  th ings  t h a t  they do now a r e  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t ,  you know. 

Q. I ' m  s u r e  you remember t h e  o l d  t r o l l e y  c a r s ,  o r  s t r e e t c a r s .  

A .  Oh, yes.  

Q. 1 ' m  s o r r y  t h e y ' r e  no t  s t i l l  going. 

A .  I a m ,  too .  Yes, they  were a g r e a t  convenience. Y e s .  And so 
was t h e  in te rurban .  

Q .  Yes, I ' v e  heard of t h e  in t e ru rban .  I ' m  no t  too  f a m i l i a r  wi th  i t .  

A .  Well, i t  was from t h e  small towns around--Lincoln down, you know, 
from Lincoln o r  Bloomington--and i t  was convenient ,  very convenient.  
But t h e  r a i l r o a d  s i t u a t i o n  is t e r r i b l e  now! And i t  was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t .  
When I w a s  young i t  was a p l easu re  t o  t a k e  a t r i p .  There were p l en ty  
of p o r t e r s ,  t h e r e  were p l en ty  of people t o  s e rve  you on t h e  t r a i n ;  
t h e  t r a i n s  were good, and i t  was a  g r e a t  p l easu re  t o  t r a v e l .  But now 
i t  must be awful.  I don' t  t r a v e l  anymore, bu t  i t  must be  . . . they  
t e l l  me t h e  t r a i n ' s  so  rough. And going t o  New York w a s  a  g r e a t  joy 
on t h e  t r a i n .  I hope t h a t  they  w i l l  do something about t h a t ,  r ev ive  
the  t r a i n  passenger s e r v i c e ,  because people m i s s  a  g r e a t  d e a l ,  

Q. I th ink  t h e y ' r e  t r y i n g  t o .  

A. Yes, I s e e  i n  t h e  paper t h a t  they a r e  t r y i n g  t o ,  and perhaps they 
may be a b l e  t o  do something about i t .  But i t ' s  t h e  r a i l r o a d ' s  f a u l t  
l a r g e l y ,  though of course t h e  automobile does t ake  away. But I t h i n k  
l o t s  of people would r a t h e r  go on t h e  t r a i n  i f  they  could,  p l e a s a n t l y ,  
Don't you? 

Q. Perhaps, yes .  

A .  They t r y  t o  go t o  New York and go p l aces  l i k e  t h a t  where i t  t akes  
t h r e e  o r  four  days and t h e s e  uncomfortable motels ,  run  around f o r  
food, poor food. I don ' t  know, I should th ink  they 'd much p r e f e r  i t .  

Q. How many s t o p s  d i d  the  i n t e r u r b a n  have i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. I don ' t  know; I cou ldn ' t  t e l l  you. I n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

Q. Was t h e r e  m r e  than  one s t a t i o n ?  
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A. I don ' t  t h i n k  s o ,  no. I don ' t  t h ink  so .  But I don ' t  . . . my 
memory's f a u l t y  on t h a t  because I never thought about i t ,  whether 
they stopped except where I got  o f f .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. Where d id  you g e t  o f f ?  

A. I don ' t  know now. ( laughs)  

Q. You don ' t  remember. 

A .  I couldn ' t  t e l l  you. But ou t  q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e  i t  was; i t  was no t  . . . 
Oh, I say  out  q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e ,  i t  wasn't i n  t h e  middle of town. 
That ' s  all I can say. I don ' t  remember now. (pause) But every th ing  
i s  s o  d i f f e r e n t .  I ' m  no t  c r i t i c i z i n g  t h e  p re sen t  time because I don ' t  
know i t  now, but  going t o  New York j u s t  a  few years  ago--1'11 go back 
four  yea r s  ago. I used t o  go t o  New York every Thanksgiving t o  s e e  
t h e  g i r l s  when they were i n  school  and t a k e  them o u t ,  and s e e  f r i e n d s  
t h a t  were t h e r e .  And I d id  go u n t i l  four  yea r s  ago. And we would 
walk--I belong t o  t h e  Republican Woman's Club t h e r e ,  and had q u a r t e r s  
s o  I could s t a y  very  w e l l  and reasonably.  We could walk t o  t h e  t h e a t e r  
from t h e r e  and walk back, where, you know, you wouldn't da re  do t h a t  
on t h e  s t r e e t s  now, I guess ,  i n  New York--walk back a t  eleven o r  
twelve o 'c lock .  You cou ldn ' t  do i t;  you wouldn't be  s a f e ,  That 
shows t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  going t o  New Pork. You haven't: t h e  l i b e r t y  
t h a t  you do now. And of course  t h e  t a x i s  i n  New York a r e  always 
t e r r ib l e - - fo r  women. Because some man, whom they think--the t a x i  
d r i v e r s  think--is going t o  pay them more than  any woman would, jump 
i n  ahead of you j u s t  when you t h i n k  you've got  one! ( l augh te r )  
( t ape  turned  o f f  and on aga in)  . . . t o  p i ck  out  t h i n g s  t h a t  would 
i n t e r e s t  the  o rd ina ry  person. 

Q. But who i s  ord inary?  Who is  t h e  ord inary  person? 

A. Well, do you t h i n k  everybody i s  ex t r ao rd ina ry?  

Q.  I t h i n k  t h a t  we a l l  have such d i f f e r e n t  i n t e r e s t s  t h a t  when we 
put them toge the r  t h e  ord tnary  becomes ex t r ao rd ina ry .  

A .  Well, t h a t ' s  a  n i c e  idea ,  bu t  I don ' t  know whether I do. ( laughs)  
I ohten use t o  look a t  my mother; she  was t h e  outgoing type ,  very  
outgoing. We'd go t o  church and she 'd  see this o l d  lady  o r  t h a t  old 
l ady  and she 'd  always s t o p  and speak t o  he r  and be so  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  
he r .  And I ' d  be a l i t t l e  impat ien t  because I d i d n ' t  s e e  what she  
saw i n  h e r ,  ( laughs)  And I can r e a l i z e  now t h a t  she  was. She was 
t r u l y  i n t e r e s t e d ;  she wasn ' t  p u t t i n g  it on o r  anything.  And I o f t e n  
t h i n k  about he r  now, now t h a t  I a m  o l d  myself ,  t h a t  she  was genuinely 
i n t e r e s t e d .  But I don ' t  know whether I would be. (chuckles) 

Q. Well, t h e r e  a r e  so many f a c e t s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r y  of S p r i n g f i e l d  and 
Sangamon County, t h a t  i f  we can j u s t  ge t  b i t s  and p i eces  from . . . 
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A. Well, of course  I was brought up wi th  Abraham Lincoln,  I might 
say ,  because my Grandmother S t u a r t  and Major S t u a r t  were both r e l a t i v e s ,  
they were r e l a t i v e s  of M r s .  L incoln ' s ,  and t h a t  had always been i n  
t h e  family.  And people used t o  come a l l  t h e  t ime t o  s e e  M r s .  S t u a r t  
and g e t  he r  reminicenses--which sometimes bores  t h e  l i f e  ou t  of me, 
you know. I could have learned  a g r e a t  d e a l  about t h e  Lincolns i f  
I had wanted t o  s i t  down and l i s t e n .  But I d i d n ' t ;  I j u s t  was bored 
by i t .  For i n s t ance ,  Ida  T a r b e l l  came . . . 
Q. Oh, yes .  

A .  . . . t o  ge t  he r  reminicenses,  came t o  our  house and was t h e r e  
f o r  lunch,  and many people l i k e  t h a t  came on h e r  account.  But d id  I 
l e a r n  anything from them? No, T d i d n ' t .  ( laughs)  I 'll have t o  admit 
i t .  

Q. Well, t h i s  i s  e x a c t l y  why we're  doing t h i s ,  so  t h a t  we do have i t  
preserved.  

A. Yes. But I enjoyed my l i f e  wi th  them, I loved them both.  And 
Major S t u a r t ,  I th ink ,  was a wonderful man. He wasn ' t  my grandfa ther ,  
because my grandfather--my f a t h e r  w a s  married twice,  and I was on 
t h e  second ba tch  of ch i ld ren .  But I f e l t  no d i f f e r e n c e  about him. 
1 loved him much more than  my own grandfa ther ,  who l i v e d  i n  Chicago 
and had n ine  c h i l d r e n  of h i s  own and was p r a c t i c a l l y  bored, I th ink ,  
wi th  h i s  grandchi ldren.  And he played chess  with my grandmother most 
of t h e  t ime, and I got  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  from h i m .  And I d i d n ' t  mind 
t h a t  a t  a l l ;  I mean, it d i d n ' t  h u r t  my f e e l i n g s ;  I played wi th  t h e  
o t h e r s .  But I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  I d id  from Major S t u a r t .  I 
d i d n ' t  begin t o .  And 1 loved him. And he  was my grandfather--real  
g randfa ther ,  t h e  one t h a t  I loved.  And I d id  enjoy what I had of l i f e  
wi th  them. 

Q. Was Major S t u a r t  a blood r e l a t i o n  of yours? 

A. No. Be was . . . people c a n ' t  understand t h i s ,  bu t  i t  r e a l l y  
happened. My mother was a remarkable woman i n  many ways. She was 
t h e  [my f a t h e r ' s ]  second wi fe ,  but  we o f t e n  went t o  l i v e  f o r  s i x  
months o r  a year  a t  Major S t u a r t ' s  house. Nobody can understand t h a t .  
( laughs)  And I, t h e  f i r s t  g i r l ,  was named f o r  t h e  f i r s t  wi fe  of my 
father 's--El izabeth.  And nobody can understand t h a t .  

And ChristinePennemanwas t e l l i n g  me a funny s t o r y  about t h a t .  She 
s a i d  she was v i s i t i n g  i n  Ph i l ade lph ia ,  and she was near  a t a b l e  of  
l a d i e s  and she  heard them t a l k i n g .  And she  heard one of them saying ,  
"Yes, i t ' s  t r u e .  The f i r s t  daughter of the  second wi fe  was named 
f o r  t h e  f i r s c  w i fe ,  and she  l i v e d  wi th  t h e  pa ren t s  a t  a time." And 
C h r i s t i n e  s a i d ,  "I j u s t  got  up and went over  t o  t h e  t a b l e  and I s a i d ,  
'I know you ' re  t a l k i n g  about my family."' And it  w a s .  It was a 
r e l a t i v e  from Chicago t h a t  was t h e r e  wi th  he r  f r i e n d s  and t e l l i n g  
t h i s  s t o r y .  ( laughs)  I thought t h a t  w a s  funny. You know how C h r i s t i n e  
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was. She'd t a k e  up anything t h a t  she  had. So I do f e e l  t h a t  I knew 
t h e  S t u a r t s  and t h a t  I enjoyed h i s  l i f e .  

Q. I imagine you ' re  s o r r y  you d i d n ' t  have a t ape  r eco rde r  a t  t h a t  
t ime . 
A .  Well, I ' v e  w r i t t e n  i t  down. 

Q. You have. Good. Tha t ' s  wonderful. 

A .  My f a t h e r  wrote h i s  autobiography. And my mother was a Kentuckian, 
born i n  Kentucky i n  s l a v e  t imes ,  and she  wrote  h e r  e a r l y  l i f e ,  so  I ' v e  
heard,  i n  t h a t .  And then  I wrote mine, and those  t h r e e  a r e  going t o  
be bound toge the r  by one of my nephews who th inks  i t s  worthwhile f o r  
t h e  family t o  have i t .  And they  w i l l  have t h a t .  

Q. I hope y o u ' l l  make a copy a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  l i b r a r y .  

A. Well, t h e  s t a t e  l i b r a r y  a l r eady  has  t h a t .  The s t a t e  l i b r a r y  
a l r eady  has  my mother 's  . . . a l l  o f  he r  wr i t i ngs .  The [ I l l i n o i s ]  
S t a t e  H i s t o r i c a l  [Library] .  And my autobiography i s  t h e r e ,  t oo .  And 
so is  my f a t h e r ' s .  I t ' s  a l r eady  t h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  t oge the r .  And t h a t ' s  
why my nephew thought i t  would be good t o  have i t  f o r  t h e  family.  
Be's going t o  g e t  a hundred copies  and d i s t r i b u t e  them i n  t h e  family,  
because t h e y ' r e  a l l  t h e  t ime w r i t i n g ,  you know, o r  something--wanting 
t o  know something. 

Q. Tha t ' s  a wonderful i dea .  

A. Yes. And h e ' s  going t o  have them bound toge the r ,  And a l s o  t h a t  . , . 
he ' s  going t o  pu t  i n  "Spr ingf ie ld  Society,"  t h a t  one t h a t  my mother 
wrote,  i n  this--have fou r .  T h e r e ' l l  be  cop ie s .  And i t  w i l l  be  done 
be fo re  a g r e a t  while .  

Q. Good. Do you remember t h e  Cha t t e r ton  t h e a t e r ?  

A. Oh, yes! It w a s  wonderful. I had many t imes been t o  t h a t ;  from 
t h e  time T was f i f t e e n  I went. And they  had good t h i n g s ,  you know. 
Very good t h i n g s  the re .  I saw many noted a c t o r s  because, you s e e ,  
t h e r e  was t h e  s t o p  then  between S t .  Louis and Chicago. And they  
couldn ' t  . . . they 'd s t o p  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  And we had, oh, l o t s  of-- 
O t i s  Skinner--big people.  We had good, b i g  people here .  And i t  was 
exceedingly i n t e r e s t i n g .  I t h i n k  they  missed a g r e a t  dea l  when t h e  
movies came on. O f  course ~ ' m  no t  a movie person. ( l augh te r )  

Q. They had b i g  crowds, then,  f o r  t h e  performances. 

A. Yes, they d id .  I t h i n k  they  d i d  a g r e a t  d e a l  f o r  Springfield--  
t h e  young people.  Yes, from t h e  t ime I was f i f t e e n  I went. And 
once i n  a long  t ime we had a box p a r t y ,  you know. 
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Q. What's t h a t ?  

A .  Well, they had boxes on each s i d e ,  above and below; t h e r e  were 
fou r  boxes t h e r e .  And i f  you wanted t o  e n t e r t a i n  your f r i e n d s ,  you 
i n v i t e d  them t o  a box p a r t y  and you pa id  f o r  t h e i r  s e a t s ,  t h a t ' s  a l l .  
And then  had a l i t t l e  something af te rwards .  

Q. Would you go home f o r  your refreshments? 

A. Yes, usua l ly .  And then  we d i d n ' t  . . . t h e r e  were no places-- 
except the Leland, you know, f o r  b a l l s .  And 1 t e l l  you, i t  was a 
gorgeous t h i n g  when they c l ea red  that--and had chaperones, we always 
had chaperones s i t t i n g  a long  t h e  w a l l ,  mothers and so f o r t h .  And had 
l a n c e r s  from one end t o  t h e  o t h e r ,  square dance, you know. It w a s  a  
b e a u t i f u l  p l ace  f o r  a b a l l .  The assemblies  . . . you know about t h e  
assemblies ,  don ' t  you? 

Q. Yes, I b e l i e v e  I do. And t h i s  i s  included i n  some of t h e  reminicenses.  

A.  Yes. They were l o v e l y  p a r t i e s ;  they  were b e a u t i f u l  p a r t i e s ,  

Q. Did you know t h e  I l e s ?  

A. The I l e s  family,  you mean? 

Q. Yes, e i t h e r  Washington o r  E l i j a h ?  

A. I know who they  were, of course  everybody knew t h a t .  But I d i d n ' t  
know . . . The only  member of t h e  I l e s  family--Mrs. Lewis was an  I l e s ,  
I know t h a t .  And I knew h e r  s i s t e r ,  M r s .  Broadwell, because we l i v e d  
next t o  he r .  I knew h e r ,  and Jenn ie  Broadwell was one of my g r e a t  
f r i e n d s .  But I d i d n ' t  know t h e  o l d e r  ones,  no. 

Q. Where were you l i v i n g  when you were Jenn ie  Broadwell 's  neighbor? 

A. Where was I l i v i n g ?  We were l i v i n g  a t  t h a t  . . . w e l l ,  a l l  over .  
We l i v e d  a l l  over  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  My f a t h e r  had a  f a c u l t y  of acqu i r ing  
d i f f e r e n t  houses.  And I l i v e d  next  t o  he r  a t  Major S t u a r t ' s  house. 
You know, t h a t  is where t h e  . . . oh,  what do they  c a l l  i t  now? 
The . . . oppos i t e  t h e  [governor 's]  mansion where t h e  h o t e l  is .  

Q.  Where t h e  Mansion View Motel i s ?  

A .  Yes, Mansion View. I couldn ' t  t h i n k  of  i t .  The Mansion View. 
H i s  home was t h e r e .  And when he was t h e r e ,  I heard him say  when he 
moved t h e r e  and they  b u i l t  t h a t ,  t h e  deer  were t h i c k  i n  t h e  governor 's  
mansion. They could s e e  them any time. That w a s  supposedto  be way 
out .  Because t h e  p l ace  where t h e  bus iness  was, you know, w a s  up near  
Washington S t r e e t ,  f u r t h e r  up a long  t h e r e .  And they 'd come ou t  a s  
f a r  a s  t h i s ;  i t  was q u i t e  a  d i s t a n c e  when he b u i l t  t h e r e .  
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Q. So t h e  town has  s h i f t e d  south.  

A .  Y e s .  It has  s h i f t e d  much south ,  yes .  (pause) 

Q. I w a s  t r y i n g  t o  t h i n k  of some o t h e r  names t o  a sk  you about.  

A .  Well, I knew Jane Addams q u i t e  we l l ,  yes.  She used t o  come he re  
f o r  many occasions and usua l ly  s tayed  wi th  M r s .  Morrison. Do you 
remember Mrs. Morrison? 

Q.  No , I don ' t  b e l i e v e  I do. 

A. Mary Coleman? Well, they  were a very prominent family--Judge 
Logan's family.  Logan Hay w a s  part of i t ,  you know. I don ' t  know . . . 
L e t ' s  s ee .  I know c e r t a i n  people i n  f a m i l i e s ,  bu t  no t  t h e  family 
always, no. 

Q. Why would Jane  Addams come t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. Oh, f o r  pub l i c  measures i n  t h e  s ta tehouse .  Things she  was i n t e r e s t e d  
in .  She 's  one person . . . and then  I was wi th  h e r  o u t  west one t ime,  
i n  Colorado, f o r  a  week. She w a s  a person who amazed me because she 
would a s k  your opinion a s  though i t  amounted t o  something. You don ' t  
s e e  people,  u sua l ly ,  who a r e  very  w e l l  known and who a r e  noted and 
have a r e p u t a t i o n  b u i l t  up, they  usua l ly  t h i n k  they know i t  a l l .  
They wouldn't s t o p  t o  a s k  t h e  opinion of somebody who wasn't  t h a t  
way. And she was. She was t h e  kind t h a t  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  you, 
and valued anybody. 

Q. Did you go t o  Chicago t o  s e e  Hul l  House? 

A. I went t o  Chicago because I had r e l a t i v e s  t h e r e ,  and I knew Mrs. 
P o t t e r  Palmer. I ' v e  been a t  he r  house i n  h e r  hey day. I mean know 
them--I went t o  lunch wi th  my aun t .  I had r e l a t i v e s  who l i v e d  i n  
Chicago--the Owsleys l i v e d  i n  Chicago--so I went t h e r e  o f t e n ,  every 
two o r  t h r e e  months. And I knew a g r e a t  many people i n  Chicago, but  
I don' t  know t h a t  I knew anybody . . . I knew Car t e r  Harr ison when 
he  was t h e  mayor. I r e a l l y  knew him because he l i v e d  next  door t o  
my grandfa ther .  H i s  family I knew. But I don ' t  know t h a t  I ' v e  known 
many no tab le s ,  no. You c a n ' t  say t h a t  I have. 

Q. Well, i t ' s  no t  j u s t  t h e  no tab le s ;  i t ' s  t h e  people t h a t  never 
became no tab le s  t h a t  a r e  a l s o  important .  This  i s  a l s o  one of t h e  
hopes for o r a l  history--doing i t  on the  t a p e  recorder-- is  t h a t  we 're  
hoping t h a t  we can g e t  a l l  kinds of d i f f e r e n t  people.  

A .  Well, you do g e t  d i f f e r e n t  types  of l i f e  then; people who l i v e  
d i f f e r e n t l y ,  yes .  I can s e e  t h a t .  ( t a p e  turned  o f f  and on aga in)  . . . b r i l l i a n t  woman h e r e ,  and I knew, and t h a t  was M r s .  McCormick. 
She was h e r e  a g rea t  d e a l .  You know they  r en ted  . . . who's house 
d id  they  r e n t ?  Somebody's. The Blacks, I th ink .  When Mrs. WCormick 
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[ inaud ib l e ]  t o  push a  b i l l  t h a t  she  w a s  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  through t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e .  And I ' v e  f o r g o t t e n  what i t  w a s .  But I knew he r  and I 
met he r  q u i t e  o f t e n ,  and she  was a b r i l l i a n t  woman. I t h i n k  about 
t h e  most b r i l l i a n t  I ' v e  ever  known o f .  M r s .  Medill  McCormick. She 
d i ed  when she  was very  young, you know--comparatively young. 

I remember conversa t ion  when I was he re  i n  t h e  s t a t ehouse .  I was 
he lp ing  some on pushing t h a t  b i l l  t h a t  she  had . . . And ( laughs)  
I had t o  laugh. He s a i d  t o  h e r ,  "If you don ' t  do so-and-so, y o u ' l l  
l o se . "  And she  said--[he was] g iv ing  he r  some advice--and she  s a i d ,  
"Oh! I ' ll  do noth ing  of t h e  kind." And she  d i d  l o s e ,  too .  ( laughs)  
She l o s t  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  she  was pushing. But she  took a g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  
i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and I do t h i n k  she was about t h e  most i n t e r e s t i n g  woman 

Q. What do you t h i n k  she  would t h i n k  of t h e  women's l i b e r a t i o n  movement? 

A .  Oh, I don ' t  know. It seems rubbish  t o  me. ( laughs)  It seems t o  
me i t ' s  a  g r e a t  d e a l  of t a l k  about nothing. I don ' t  understand why 
they want any more than  they 've a l r eady  got .  But then  I ' m  t oo  o l d  
t o  understand a  l o t  of t h ings .  ( l augh te r )  ( t ape  turned  o f f  and on 
aga in)  

. . . j u s t  because i t ' s  new, say ing  i t ' s  no good, I don ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  
t h a t .  I t h i n k  . . . I don ' t  b e l i e v e  i n  t h a t  a t  a l l .  I t h i n k  you 
ought t o  be large-minded enough t o  t ake  i n ,  bu t  i t  is  a shock i n  
many ways t o  s e e  young people d i r t y s f o r  i n s t ance .  Why would anyone 
t h i n k  i t  was a good th ing  t o  be d i r t y ?  I c a n ' t  understand i t .  And 
t h e r e  a r e  o the r  t h i n g s  t h a t  I c a n ' t .  And I do r e a l i z e  how d i f f i c u l t  
i t  i s  f o r  pa ren t s  because you c a n ' t  p r o t e c t  them. I know t h a t  young 
people,  t h e i r  comrades, t h e  people they got  wi th  a r e  much more impor- 
t a n t  t han  anybody e l s e .  They're much more a p t  t o  understand each 
o t h e r  than  t h e  p a r e n t s  do, and I t h i n k  i t ' s  awful ly d i f f i c u l t .  How 
do you manage? 

Q. Well I hope I do. (chuckles)  ( t ape  turned  o f f  and on again) 

A. Major S t u a r t  gave t h e  ca rpen te r ,  i n  payment f o r  t h e s e  t h r e e  p i eces  
of f u r n i t u r e ,  t h e  land--you know l and  d i d n ' t  mean anything a t  t h a t  
t ime, you k  ow--from F i f t h  t o  S ix th  on . . . l e t  me s e e ,  from Cook 
t o  Edwards. t 

Q. ( laughs)  My word. 

TP. What would i t  be worth now? B i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s .  

A. F i f t h  t o  S ix th  . . , Was t h a t  i t ?  Yes. 

Q. And Cook t o  Edwards. 

A. Yes. 

4 .  The ca rpen te r  w a s  M r .  Houghton; t h e  t h r e e  p i eces  of  f u r n i t u r e  
were walnut.  






















































































































