PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted
by Cullom Davis for the Oral History Office during the winter of 1977.
The tapes were transcribed by Laura Doescher and edited by Gerald
Gardiner. Willard Ice reviewed the transcript and Sue Eggemeyer pre-
pared the final typescript.

Willard Ice was born in Danville, Illinois on June 2, 1915. An aceci-
dent in his youth resulted in total blindness, but did not prevent

him from excelling in education and his chosen profession. He attended
the Illinois School for the Blind in Jacksonville, Illinois, then
earned a B.A. degree and valedictorian standing at Illinois College.
Following similar success at the University of Illinois Law School

Mr. Ice began the practice of law in Danville in 1939. In 1942 he
launched a distinguished career of public service with the Illinois
Department of Finance (later the Department of Revenue). Among the
various responsible positions he held over a thirty-five year period
were head of the Legal Division, Acting Director (1973) and Chief
Counsel (1976). Mr. Ice played a central legal advisory role in the
enactment and administration of the state's modern tax legislation,
serving seven governors and fifteen revenue directors. He retired from
state employment in 1976 but remained active as Springfield associate
of a Chicago law firm specializing in tax litigation.

Mr, Ice's extensive public experience, his intimate acquaintance with
Illinois government and politics, and his near-photographic memory are
evident in this memoir, which covers important events and personalities
in the state's modern history. It also reveals an individual of un-
usual ability and extraordinary perseverance whose family and com-
munity life reflect the same commitment and success as his professional
career,

Readers of this oral history memolr should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator, and
editor sought to preserve the informal conversational style that is in-
herent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted, and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708,
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Willard Ice, 2/5/77

Cullom Davig, Interviewer.

Q. This is an oral history interview with Mr, Willard Ice, in his
law office on the eleventh floor of the Lincoln Tower Apartments in
Springfield, Illinois on February 5, 1977, The interviewer is Cullom
Davis. Mr. Ice let's begin with the vital statistics of your birth,
start at the beginning.

A, Well it started June 2, 1915, so I'm a little over 61. I was
born in Danville, Illinois.

Q. Who were your parents?

A, My father's name was Homer Ice and his predecessors had come from
Virginia, his father I believe did, although he was killed as a young
man in a train wreck. He worked on railroads, but he happened to be

a passenger on that one. My mother was Catherine Stephens, and her
maiden name had been Fairchild., I don't know if there is any
connection between, I suppose there is, but there was a president at
Normal University named Fairchild not too long ago and I never did get
to find out whether we were related or not.

Q. Excuse me, you say that your mother's name was Catherine Stephens?

A, That was her, oh wait a minute now am I getting this thing
backwards, it was her mother that was a Fairchild, that's it.

Q. Yes, alright. Her mother's maiden name was Fairchild and then her
parents were named Stephens and then of course she changed her name to
Ice, yes.

A. Yes, you got it right.

Q. And they had lived in Danville for some time before you were born?
A. Not very long, I think they had moved there from a little town
north of there called Hoopeston, Illinois. I'm not sure if its two

or three years, something like that, so they hadn't been in Danville

very long when I was born.

Q. What's your earliest recollection? That's a tough question, but
can you think of it?

A. Well, I believe I can remember some episodes when I was about
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three years old that involved hunting and fishing trips —— I could

see at that time, when I was with my uncle who'd take me and some of
the others hunting and fishing and I do remember some of those

episodes a little bit. T remember especially one time that one of

them shot a rabbit and he was rolling head over heels down the road and
I was chasing him and I finally caught him and I really thought T
caught a rabbit, but he was dead.

Q0. (laughter)

A. T remember one fishing trip we were on where a snake got wrapped
around my older brother's leg and somebody shot it, not realizing
there was a leg inside.

Q. Was he injured?

A. Well not badly. And then there was one time when he tried to rum
and turn a somersault and land in the water, and got stuck with his
feet sticking up in the air and had to be pulled out. Those were all
about when I was three, those are the three I particularly remember.

Q. What, I take it you had at least one brother, did you have other
brothers and sisters? Why don't we do the order of your family?

A. I had two older brothers, one was Clyde, who still lives in
Danville., He was a printer most of his life, he ..is retired now. And
the next older one, the one I was talking about was Reid, and he died
a few years ago, well almogt fifteen years ago. I have a younger
brother Jack who lives in Terre Haute, Indiana. And then a sister
named Maxine; she lives in Los Angeles, California and that's our
family. 1 think there were two other girls in there that either were
born dead or died so young they didn't even have names.

Q. So you are a middle child.

A. Yes, middle.

Q. All right. What other early memories do you have?

A. WEJ.]..‘ ar s

Q. Before schooling I guess this would be.

A, I remember at that time my dad was a coal miner, I can remember
seeing him coming down the street with a lamp they wore on their cap.
I do remember the episode of course when I lost my sight or at least
had the accident that led to that,

Q. Do you feel like talking about that, or not?

A, Sure, I don't mind. I had wrapped up something 4n-a package,
I don't know what it was, and I tied it with a string. I couldn't
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break the string, so I climbed on a chair by the buffet and got a
pocket knife that was on the buffet and instead of cutting the string
downward as you should I cut it up and it cut the string all right,
but it kept travelling and it hit me in the right eye. Then the
doctors weren't as knowledgeable at that time, I'm sure, as they are
now —— they took me to our regular family doctor who was more or
less a country doctor, and he discouraged their taking me to a
specialist. I guess they didn't believe in that too much at that time.
By the time they finally got around to doing it, to taking me to a
speclalist, the poison from the knife had spread in far enough in
‘t&- the optic nerves that it destroyed the optic nerve behind the
nose. That's where the two come together and that's why it cut off
the vision for both the eyes. I'm sure if that happened today they'd
gave one or maybe both very easily,

Q. Do you remember your emotions concerning the actual accident
itself?

A, Not really, I don't remember too much about it. T suppose as:a four
year old child T probably cried a little bit, but at the time T didn't
realize what was happening because the loss of sight was rather

gradual over a period of several weeks. But finally, of course, I

began to run into things and I knew something was wrong then.

Q. What kind of an adjustment then did this begin to, staying with
your early youth now, what kind of an adjustment did this begin to force
upon you and your family?

A, Well of course the first thing I was approaching kindergarten age
and so they had to decide whether to send me to the state school for
the blind over in Jacksonville, or just stay home, because at that
time they didn't take blind children in the public schools. They do
now in a lot of them, but they didn't then. They decided to send me,
so I entered kindergartenm gver at Jacksonville about five, about the
age anybody would go to kindergarten,

Q. Now were you alone or no member of your family was with you I
assgume?

A, Not after you get to school. My mother took me over the first time,
and stayed a few days and then of course T was alone after that and
then we would get to come home at Christmas time and in the summer

time, They'd see we got on the train and somebody would meet one at
either end, but most of us made trips back and forth between home and
school alone except for, as I say, for being helped to start and

being met at the end of the trip.

Q. That must have been a pretty painful separation from your family at
that. tender age?

A. Well it was, that was very hard to adjust to. I can remember, I do
remember crying quite a bit for a few days after they were gome and
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then gradually you get to playing with the other children and don't
forget home, but you can adjust to being away from it after just a
short time. I always found that T had a little bit of the same thing
to go through every time I would go back, but as you get older it
gradually got less and less of a problem.

Q. Did you compensate in terms of developing some close relationships
with teachers and others in Jacksonville? Did that help you in other
words develop a home-away from home feeling or?

A. I had, of course, good friends at different ages among the other
students., We were never really close with any of the teachers. T
don't think they wanted it that way. They thought it probably better
if it wasn't that way. Not that we, you know that you like some
teachers better than others naturally, but I mean as far as doing
anything with them outside of the school activities, we had very
little of that kind of contact with any of the faculty.

Q. Would you like to talk a little about the very early education
you got there. I think that would be interesting to see how a young
blind boy began learning to read and to handle himself and in every
other way -~ what the school did and how you proceeded through it.

A. Well they started out right away of course teaching you the
braille, that's the raised letter system. It's not, the letters aren't
like ink print letters —- they are combinations of dots. They teach
you to write that with a metal thing that's called a slate that holds
the paper. It's a rather heavy paper, the braille paper, it has to

be to retain the dots and then the stylus that you punch that with is
like a little shoe awl and even in kindergarten we were learning to
read and write the braille system. They stressed memory courses, but
of course as we learned the braille they had books, they had text

books in braille. We could read our own lessons. Now that changed
after I got out of there, but during grade and high school we could
read practically all of our lessons all of our assigmments. Some of
the teachers did do extra reading from ink print material after we got
higher up in the grades, but basically it was all dome with the braille
with reading and writing. We took I suppose what were basic courses in
all grade and high schools at that time. I mean in the lower grades

it was reading, writing, arithmetic, and spelling and grammar or

english —— it turned into grammar as you go up to around seventh grade
I believe, Of course in high school we took geography, history and
latin and courses like that -- geometry, algebra, like you would in

almost any high school. Of course the curriculum then in our high
school and probably even in the public high school wasn't as broad as
it is today by any means, but it was basic.

Q. Of course children learn at different rates anyway, did you find it
to be particularly true among blind children?

A. Much more so I think than in the public schools, yes, because some
of the children had handicaps or problems other than just being blind.
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Some of them had mental problems or mental retardation and there were
some that never did get probably beyond the fifth or sixth grade if
that far. Some of them I know never graduated. So there was a lot of
disparity between the ones that seemed to learn readily and those

that didn't. More so, 1'm sure, than you'd find in most public schools,

Q. You mentioned the memory course, I'm interested in that. Were
these exercises teaching you to develop your memory?

A, Yes, to memorize poetry or just memorize whatever the teacher
wanted you to memorize. It was to stress memory though, because later
ag we got into the higher grades into like seventh and eighth grade
arithmetic it was mostly done by memory. That is, they would teach us
square root and all those things and we didn't usually write it down
if you could learn it that way and most the ones that got that far
could. You didn't make notes or anything, you just tried to memorize
the gystem and then if they'd give you a large figure why you'd take
the square root or do your multiplication or whatever you had to do in
your head, instead of writing it out, or tracing it out on the black-
board, or writing it out even in the braille, It's a little slow and
cumbersome —-— it wag much better if you could learn to do it by memory
or without using notes.

Q. What sort of tricks did you quickly learn on memory? Association
things or how did you...?

A, Yes, I suppose that would be it, It's really hard to put your
finger on it, Some people can remember things better than others, but
I was fortunate enough to be one of those that could.

Q. It's been said that one of the compensations for the handicapped
of blindness, is the ability to concentrate on things without visual
distraction. Is that just a myth or do you believe that to be true?

A. Well it's not a myth, I'm not saying that every blind person can
do it because they can't all, but I think if you have that ability you
tend to develop it more. I know I did and I'm sure that there are a
good many others that did. Of course that became quite important in
college, but I'm sure that there is a lot of truth in that even though
it doesn't mean every blind person can do it.

Q. That interested me too because of course you are probably too
modest to want to talk about this at great length, but knowing your
subsequent career as we do, it's obvious that you progressed far
beyond what many people with handicaps do. 1I'd be interested in your
own sense of what personal qualities or outside influences at an early
age motivated you to make the progress you did?

A. Well I really don't know. I mean I've always had the drive to
excell it seemed like and I don't know where it came from or why, but
I always did and I guess that's why I did as well on my grades and
school work.
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Q. Were there any teachers or influences either in Jacksonville or in
Danville that played a particularly important role in your youth at a cru-
cial time?

A. Well, I believe in high school I could say at least there were a couple
of teachers that I thought were exceptional and did a lot for me, but I
can't say in the lower grades that was true. I1I'm sure they were all very
well qualified teachers, but as far as any of them being at all what you
would call inspirational, I couldn't say they were.

Q. Okay, tell me a little bit more about the Jacksonville schoel outside
of the classroom, After all, you were a boarding student there, what was
the life like? Was there a social life, a recreational life, athletic life?

A. Well, there was less of that then, than there is now, but at that time
of course, we had a regular schedule. You would get up about six thirty.
They had an engine house or a steam house with boilers that supplied all
the heat for the buildings on the grounds and it had a whistle that would
blow at six thirty twice and you were supposed to jump out and be ready
and over at breakfast at the other fbuilding]. They had the meals in the
what they call the main building. We had dormitories around the campus,
but in the main building is where we had our meals, where we had our
classes. We would be over there at seven for breakfast, then you were free
until eight thirty to get back to your dormitory unless,...Now I started
taking piano lessons when I was eight and T was in the third grade and I
took them all the way through high school, which would be ten years. Most
of the time I had my first practice was at eight o'clock. So I'd go back
over to the main building for that and then go right on to class at

eight thirty. Then they had a chapel at about tem or so, and then, of
course, your noon meal and then the afternoon classes.

Usually we were out about three o'clock, two fifty or three o'clock..
Then you didn™t have much to do inless you were in music. Now I was in
the chorus and later in the men's glee club. I had an evening practice
generally at six o'clock right after supper. Then in the evening during
the week six thirty to seven thirty was a study hour, then you were free.
Of course the smaller ones had to go to bed at eight thirty or nine
o'clock, the older ones about ten, but it was mostly just visiting around
in each other's rooms, or if the weather was decent, getting out on the
grounds and playing. They did have a play ground -- they had swings and
an ocean wave and things like that that kids could play on. They did have
an athletic program finally when I was about ten, eleven, and twelve
there was one of the young men that came down there and was coaching us
in basketball. I played basketball under him for those three years and
then he left, Later in high school we did have a swimming team.

There really wasn't very much social life.” In high school they had dances --
the girls dance is one Friday night and the boys' dance is the next and

the boys could have girls from in town come in, but there was practically

no social life as between the boys and girls attending the school at that
time. Now there is since that time things have changed a lot. They

have a much bigger athletic program, We did have a gymasium and we all

had to go to gym classes where we'd go through things like the chinning

bar, and the parallel bars, and the medicine ball throwing the ball at the



Willard Ice 7

ten pins., We did inm high school have the swimming team, but now at

the school they have a wide variety of athletics -~ track and wrestling
and things like that. They do have social activities among the students,
parties and dances and things like that, but not when I was in school.
There was nothing, '

Q. Was it a matter of policy do you suppose?
Q. Why did they separate?

A, Yes, that was their policy at that time. We had our three dormitories
on one side of the main building, and it was pretty well blocked off from
the other side. The girls had their three dormitories over there and
never the twain were supposed to meet.

Q. How about in class?

A, In classes we sat, they had their rules and we had our rules and we
didn't intermix even in the seating arrangements.

Q. And if I hear you correctly, they were, the authorities, were more
comfortable with yvour having a social life with girls from town than
with girls on campus?

A, That's right, yes. That was their policy at the time.
Q. Do you know what the ratiomale behind that was?

A, I guess they were afraid that somebody would get in trouble or
something. They didn't want the responsibility if it happened but there
was that possibility. I guess in more recent years they've liberalized
it and now there is a lot of socializing, and as far as 1 know, none

of the problems they were afraid of at the time we were there, but they
certainly were afraid of it then, This, of course, was in the twenties
and thirties, early thirties.

Q. Did you, while you were in the elementary, well for that matter the
high school level too, did you tend to spend all of your time on campus
or were there opportunities to be in Jacksonville, outside the campus?

A. Well up through the grade school the only time you were allowed to
leave the campus would be on Saturday. There was a little place across
the street where you could go and buy candy and that sort of thing.

In high school you were not allowed to leave the campus until after
gchool, but then you could go downtown if you wanted to, or at least

the boys could; the girls weren't allowed to because-they were“afraid they
might meet somewhere. So they were only allowed to go on Saturday
mornings and the boys weren't allowed to go on Saturday morning, that

is downtown. Otherwise the high school boys had pretty much freedom to
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go to town or whatever they wanted to do after school and prior to some
prescribed time at night -- I don't remember exactly now seven or eight
or what it was. But another fellow and I capitalized on that a little
then when we were in high school by using one of our closets as a candy
store and we put a lock on it. We'd go down to the wholesale houses on
the weekends and buy up a lot of candy and cookies and gum and stuff like
that and then mark it up of course and sell it at the usual retail

price to the kids. We had a pretty captive market, they couldn't get

out anymore then they could, so we made a few dollars for about all the
four years we were in high school doing that.

Q. Real entrepreneur.
A. Yes. (laughs)

Q. Was there an emphasis, I'm talking about high school, was there an
emphasis In career training or counselling or vocational training? Were
you encouraged to consider amn occupation that the authorities deemed to be
feasible for blind people?

A. No, we had very little counselling. Now we did have a lot of vo-
cational work starting as far down as the third grade. We had hammock
making in the third and fourth grade, brush making in the fifth grade, |
chair caning in the sixth and fiber furniture making in the seventh and
eighth grades and up through high school. They had woodwork, I think
that was back about the third or fourth grade, where you'd learn to use
the saws and planes and vices and hammers and things like that, In high
school you could take courses in piano tuning because there used to be

a lot of blind piano tuners. T don't think there are too many any more
there may be some, but that was quite an occupation back in those days.
But as far as counselling in high school, no we didn't, you were just
pretty much on your own. If you thought you could make it and go to
college you'd go and if you didn't you didn't. Nobody tried to encourage
you or discourage you.

Q. Oh is that right? So that a person like you with college ambitions
was not discouraged from that?

A. Not by the school authorities, no. 1In fact there was some encourage-
ment really in that the state would provide a scholarship you might call
it —- three or four hundred dollars a year which you could use to hire
readers in college. After you got into college there was practically
nothing in braille, everything had to be read by somebody else. So

1'd say there was some encouragement about going in that they did pro-
vide these state scholarships if you were able to make it in college

to hire readers with.

Q. Was there a time while you were in high school that you decided to
attend college or was it always something you assumed you would do?

A. Well, I got the idea even before I knew what a lawyer was that I
wanted to be one. T remember I had an expression as a small boy if
I'd get angry at somebody I'd say, "You don't know any business in the
cork house." That is what I thought they meant by court. I meant
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courthouse, but T called it cork house. I gradually began getting an
idea what a lawyer was, but I always had the idea that's what I wanted
to be and I don't really know why. I also was kinda torn at ome point
between that and trying to go on to be a professional musician —- I

mean in the sense of classical music not pop music as I latér did in
college. I finally found I felt I wasn't good enough for that even
though after ten years I was giving public recitals and all that sort

of thing. I still would probably never have made an outstanding concert
planist, so I decided to go the law route. So as far as I was concerned
I always had the intention of going to college.

Q. I'm interested in your early enthusiasm for law, were there particu-
lar lawyers whom you heard or read about who inspired you?

A. I think so. I'm not sure who they were now, but in Danville I

remember one was a lawyer named Lindly, Walter Lindly, and he became a
federal judge and I don't know there was something about his career. (Pause)
I didn't know him personally at the time, I did later, but something

about his, the kind of name he had in the community and everything that

did somehow appeal to me. I would imagine there may have been others,

but he's one that I can distinctly remember.that made a mark on me

somehow or another, even though I didn't know him at the time.

Q. In other words, the career of law, that you understood through people
like Lindly, was a respected honored profession.

A, Yes, I think that was the idea probably as much as anything.

Q. Were there any famous trial lawyers in the nation whose careers you
followed or who in any way, thinking maybe somebody like Darrow, or
gsomeone else?

A, Well, of course I read about Darrow, and I was much impressed by
Justices Holmes and Brandeis, particularly that I can remember. I

mean not that I ever knew them, just their prestige and everything
impressed me I'm sure, their reputations as being outstanding judges and
lawyers,

Q. What about William Jennings Bryan, who, after all, had lived in
Jacksonville for awhile, was he a name that you know?

A. No, I wouldn't say so particularly because I never liked his atti-
tude on evolution., I thought he was a little too conservative I guess
for me or something. Not that I'm a great liberal or anything, but.
after 1 started reading about evolution and things like that. I thought
it merited more of a hearing than at that time it was getting.

Q. That trial was in 1925, do you remember that as a contemporary event
or having just read about it?

A. I don't think I remember it as a contemporary event. I1I'm sure it
wasn't too long after that I was reading about it, but I don't remember




Willard Ice 10

when it was going on or anything like that, because I was only ten at
that time.

Q. What about some of Darrow's work? Do you remember reading about it?
I don't know the dates of the Leopold-Loeb trial, it was in the twenties
though, I believe. Do any of those trials have a place in your memory?

A. I remember the Loeb trial, Now that I did have a contemporary
knowledge of that; I mean in the sense that I was following it in the
newspapers or whatever news media I could get it on. I did remember that
Darrow had some pretty famous labor cases.

Q. Did you ever while you were at the Jacksonville school pursue your
interests in law by wanting to visit a courtroom or anything like that?

A, No, I never did, not while I was in Jacksonville. 1 did later when
I was in law school, but not while I was there,

Q. Let's move on then, to college. Why did you choose to attend I
think it's Illinois College you attended, isn't it?

A, Illinois College in Jacksonville, Well, that was largely a matter

of economics. I was able to get a room, board, and laundry job at the
school for the blind. I worked in the braille library as an asgistant
librarian. There was a lady who ran the library and my job was to,

well at that time it was quite a circulating library and they sent
braille books —— braille books can be sent free of postage —— and they
were gent all over the country. 8o they had to be wrapped a certain way
and labelled a certain way and she'd get them all ready for me. I would
then have to wrap them and label them and tie them up with a string for
mailing, Then there'd always be a big pile of them that would come

back from some different places, and I'd have to untie them, and unwrap
them, and then go put them where they belonged -on the shelves. For that
I got room and board and laundry, no money, but that was a very big item
in college. 8o even though the tuition was higher at Illinois College
than it would of been over at the University of Illinois, if you figured
in the whole bill, including the room, board, and laundry, it was cheaper
to go there. (pause) Of course as I said, I did have a scholarship that
I could use for readers, bat I would have had that either place I went.
So it was basically the room, board, and laundry job that kept me there,

fi. So then you really continued to live on the campus, but attended
classes at Illinois College.

A, Yes. The school is on East State Street, it's near the east end
of town and the college is on West College Street near the west end of
town, so I had a good two mile hike out there and two miles back
every day. There was no public transportation at the time in
Jacksonville, no busges, not even cabs if you could afford them which I
surely couldn't in the thirties there. There were quite a number of
college students that worked, both at the blind school and out at the






























































































































































































































































































































