
PREFACE 

This manuscript is the product of tape recorded interviews conducted 
by Cullom Davis for the Oral History Office during the winter of 1977. 
The tapes were transcribed by Laura Doescher and edited by Gerald 
Gardiner. Willard Ice reviewed the transcript and Sue Eggerneyer pre- 
pared the final typescript. 

Willard Ice was born in Danville, Illinois on June 2, 1915. An acci- 
dent in his youth resulted in total blindness, but did not prevent 
him from excelling in education and his chosen profession. He attended 
the Illinois School for the Blind in Jacksonville, Illinois, then 
earned a B.A. degree and valedictorian standing at Illinois College. 
Following similar success at the University of Illinois Law School 
Mr. Ice began the practice of law in Danville in 1939. In 1942 he 
launched a distinguished career of public service with the Illinois 
Department of Finance (later the Department of Revenue). Among the 
various responsible positions he held over a thirty-five year period 
were head of the Legal Division, Acting Director (1973) and Chief 
Counsel (1976). Mr. Ice played a central legal advisory role in the 
enactment and administration of the state's modern tax legislation, 
serving seven governors and fifteen revenue directors. He retired from 
state employment in 1976 but remained active as Springfield associate 
of a Chicago law firm specializing in tax litigation. 

PIT. Ice's extensive public experience, his intimate acquaintance with 
Illinois government and politics, and his near-photographic memory are 
evident in thfs memoir, which covers important events and personalities 
in the state's modern history. It also reveals an individual of un- 
usual ability and extraordinary perseverance whose family and com- 
munity life reflect the same commitment and success as his professional 
career. 

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator, and 
editor sought to preserve the informal conversational style that is in- 
herent in such historical sources. Sangarnon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for the views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted, and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or In part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without: permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 
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Willard I ce ,  2/5/77 

Cullom Davis, Interviewer.  

Q. This  is an o r a l  h i s t o r y  in t e rv i ew wi th  M r .  Wil lard I ce ,  i n  h i s  
law o f f i c e  on t h e  e leventh  f l o o r  of t h e  Lincoln Tower Apartments i n  
Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  on February 5, 1977. The in t e rv i ewer  i s  Cullom 
Davis. Mr.  I c e  let 's  begin wi th  t h e  v i t a l  s t a t i s t i c s  of your b i r t h ,  
s t a r t  a t  t he  beginning. 

A. Well i t  s t a r t e d  June 2,  1915, so  I ' m  a l i t t l e  over 61. I was 
born i n  Danvil le ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Q. Who were your pa ren t s?  

A. My f a t h e r ' s  name w a s  Homer I c e  and h i s  predecessors  had come from 
Virg in ia ,  his f a t h e r  I b e l i e v e  d id ,  a l though he  was k i l l e d  a s  a young 
man i n  a t r a i n  wreck. H e  worked on r a i l r o a d s ,  bu t  he  happened t o  be  
a passenger on t h a t  one. My mother was Catherine Stephens, and h e r  
maiden name had been Fa i r ch i ld .  I don't  know i f  t h e r e  is  any 
connection between, I suppose t h e r e  is, b u t  t h e r e  was a p re s iden t  a t  
Normal Univers i ty  named F a i r c h i l d  no t  t oo  long ago and I never  d id  g e t  
t o  f i n d  out  whether w e  were r e l a t e d  o r  not .  

Q. Excuse me, you say t h a t  your mother 's name w a s  Catherine Stephens? 

A, That w a s  her ,  oh w a i t  a minute now am I g e t t i n g  t h i s  t h i n g  
backwards, i t  was h e r  mother t h a t  w a s  a F a i r c h i l d ,  t h a t ' s  i t .  

Q. Y e s ,  a l r i g h t .  Her mother 's maiden name was F a i r c h i l d  and then  h e r  
pa ren t s  were named Stephens and then  of course she  changed h e r  name t o  
I ce ,  yes.  

A. Yes, you go t  i t  r i g h t .  

Q. And they had l i v e d  i n  Danvi l le  f o r  some time before  you were born? 

A. Not very long. I th ink  they had moved t h e r e  from a l i t t l e  town 
n o r t h  of t h e r e  c a l l e d  Hoopeston, I l l i n o i s .  I ' m  no t  s u r e  i f  i t s  two 
o r  t h r e e  years ,  something l i k e  t h a t ,  s o  they hadn' t  been i n  Danvil le  
very  long when I was born. 

Q. What's your e a r l i e s t  r e c o l l e c t i o n ?  That 's  a tough ques t ion ,  bu t  
can you th ink  of i t ?  

A. Well, I b e l i e v e  I can remember some episodes when I was about  
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break t h e  s t r i n g ,  s o  I climbed on a  c h a i r  by t h e  b u f f e t  and go t  a 
pocket k n i f e  t h a t  w a s  on t h e  b u f f e t  and i n s t e a d  of c u t t i n g  t h e  s t r i n g  
downward a s  you should I c u t  i t  up and i t  c u t  t h e  s t r i n g  a l l  r i g h t ,  
b u t  i t  kept  t r a v e l l i n g  and i t  h i t  me i n  t he  r i g h t  eye. Then t h e  
doc tors  weren ' t  a s  knowledgeable a t  t h a t  time, I ' m  s u r e ,  as they a r e  
now -- they took me t o  our  r e g u l a r  family doctor  who w a s  more Or 
l e s s  a country doc tor ,  and he discouraged t h e i r  t ak ing  me t o  a  
s p e c i a l i s t .  I guess they d idn ' t  be l i eve  i n  t h a t  t o o  much a t  t h a t  time. 
By t h e  time they f i n a l l y  go t  around t o  doing i t ,  t o  t ak ing  me t o  a  
s p e c i a l i s t ,  t h e  poison from t h e  k n i f e  had spread  i n  f a r  enough i n  
t Q - t h e  o p t i c  nerves  t h a t  i t  destroyed t h e  o p t i c  nerve behind t h e  

nose. That ' s  where the two come toge the r  and t h a t ' s  why it c u t  o f f  
t h e  v i s i o n  f o r  both t h e  eyes,  I ' m  s u r e  i f  t h a t  happened today they'd 
save  one o r  maybe both very  e a s i l y ,  

Q. Do you remember your emotions concerning the  a c t u a l  acc ident  
i t s e l f ?  

A. Not r e a l l y ,  I don't  remember too  much about it. I suppose a s - a  f o u r  
year  o l d  c h i l d  I probably c r i e d  a l i t t l e  b i t ,  b u t  a t  t h e  t ime I d idn ' t  
r e a l i z e  what w a s  happening because the  l o s s  of s i g h t  w a s  r a t h e r  
gradual  over a per iod  of s e v e r a l  weeks. But f i n a l l y ,  of course,  I 
began t o  run i n t o  th ings  and I knew something was wrong then. 

Q. What kind of an adjustment then  d id  t h i s  begin t o ,  s t ay ing  wi th  
your e a r l y  youth now, what kind of an adjustment d i d  t h i s  begin t o  f o r c e  
upon you and your family? 

A. Well of course t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  I was approaching k inde rga r t en  age 
and so  they  had t o  dec ide  whether t o  send me t o  t h e  s t a t e  school  f o r  
t h e  b l i n d  over  i n  Jacksonv i l l e ,  o r  j u s t  s t a y  home, because a t  t h a t  
t i m e  they  d i d n ' t  t ake  b l i n d  c h i l d r e n  i n  t h e  pub l i c  schools.  They do 
now i n  a l o t  of them, b u t  they  d i d n ' t  then. They decided t o  send me,  
s o  I en te red  k - i n b r g a r t e n  over  a t  J acksonv i l l e  about f i v e ,  about t h e  
age anybody would go t o  k indergar ten .  

Q. Now were you a lone  o r  no member of your family was with you I 
assume? 

A, Not a f t e r  you g e t  t o  school.  My mother took m e  over  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e ,  
and s tayed  a few days and then  of course I was a lone  a f t e r  t h a t  and 
then w e  would g e t  t o  come home a t  Christmas time and i n  the  summer 
time. They'd s e e  we got  on t h e  t r a i n  and somebody would meet one a t  
e i t h e r  end, bu t  most of us  made t r i p s  back and f o r t h  between home and 
school  a lone  except  f o r ,  a s  I say,  f o r  being helped t o  s t a r t  and 
being m e t  a t  t h e  end of  t h e  t r i p .  

Q. That must have been a p r e t t y  p a i n f u l  s epa ra t ion  from your family a t  
that  tender  age? 

A. Well i t  was, t h a t  was very  hard t o  a d j u s t  to .  I can remember, I do 
remember c ry ing  q u i t e  a b i t  f o r  a few days a f t e r  they were gone and 
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then  g radua l ly  you get t o  p lay ing  wi th  t h e  o t h e r  ch i ld ren  and don ' t  
f o r g e t  home, bu t  you can a d j u s t  t o  being away from it  a f t e r  j u s t  a 
s h o r t  time. I always found t h a t  I had a l i t t l e  b i t  of t he  same t h i n g  
t o  go through every t i m e  I would go back, b u t  as you g e t  o l d e r  i t  
gradual ly  go t  l e s s  and l e s s  of a problem. 

Q. Did you compensate i n  terms of developing some c l o s e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  
wi th  t eache r s  and o t h e r s  i n  Jacksonvi l le?  Did t h a t  he lp  you i n  o t h e r  
words develop a hob. away from home f e e l i n g  o r ?  

A. I had, of course,  good f r i e n d s  a t  d i f f e r e n t  ages among t h e  o t h e r  
s tuden t s .  We were never  r e a l l y  c lo se  wi th  any of t h e  teachers .  I 
don' t  t h ink  they  wanted it t h a t  way. They thought i t  probably b e t t e r  
i f  i t  wasn't  t h a t  way. Not t h a t  we, you know t h a t  you l i k e  some 
t eache r s  b e t t e r  than o t h e r s  n a t u r a l l y ,  bu t  I mean a s  f a r  as doing 
anything wi th  them o u t s i d e  of t h e  school  a c t i v i t i e s ,  w e  had very 
l i t t l e  of t h a t  kind of contac t  w i th  any of t h e  f acu l ty .  

Q. Would you l i k e  t o  t a l k  a l i t t l e  about t h e  very  e a r l y  educat ion 
you go t  there .  I t h i n k  t h a t  would be i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s e e  how a young 
b l i n d  boy began l e a r n i n g  t o  read  and t o  handle himself and i n  every 
o the r  way -- what t h e  school  d i d  and how you proceeded through it. 

A. W e l l  they  s t a r t e d  out  r i g h t  away of course  teaching  you t h e  
b r a i l l e ,  t h a t ' s  t h e  r a i s e d  l e t t e r  system. It's no t ,  t he  l e t t e r s  a r e n ' t  
l i k e  i n k  p r i n t  l e t t e r s  -- they are combinations of do t s .  They teach  
you t o  w r i t e  t h a t  with a meta l  t h ing  t h a t ' s  c a l l e d  a s l a t e  t h a t  ho lds  
t h e  paper. It 's a r a t h e r  heavy paper ,  t h e  b r a i l l e  paper ,  i t  has t o  
be t o  r e t a i n  t h e  d o t s  and then t h e  s t y l u s  t h a t  you punch t h a t  wi th  i s  
l i k e  a l i t t l e  shoe awl and even i n  k indergar ten  we were l ea rn ing  t o  
read and w r i t e  t h e  b r a i l l e  system. They s t r e s s e d  memory courses ,  b u t  
of course a s  w e  l ea rned  t h e  b r a i l l e  they had books, they had text 
books i n  b r a i l l e .  We could read  our  own lessons .  Now t h a t  changed 
a f t e r  I got  ou t  of t he re ,  bu t  dur ing  grade and high school  we could 
read  p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of our l e s sons  a l l  of ou r  assignments. Some of 
t h e  t eache r s  d id  do e x t r a  reading from i n k  p r i n t  m a t e r i a l  a f t e r  we got  
h igher  up i n  t h e  grades,  b u t  b a s i c a l l y  it was a l l  done wi th  t h e  b r a i l l e  
w i th  reading and wr i t i ng .  We took I suppose what were b a s i c  courses  i n  
a l l  grade and high schools  a t  t h a t  time. I mean i n  t h e  lower grades 
i t  w a s  reading,  w r i t i n g ,  a r i t hme t i c ,  and s p e l l i n g  and grammar o r  
e n g l i s h  -- i t  turned  i n t o  grammar a s  you go up t o  around seventh grade 
I be l ieve .  Of course  i n  h igh  school  we took geography, h i s t o r y  and 
l a t i n  and courses  l i k e  t h a t  -- geometry, a lgebra ,  l i k e  you would i n  
almost any high school.  Of course t h e  curr iculum then i n  ou r  h igh  
school  and probably even i n  t he  pub l i c  high school  wasn't  as broad as 
i t  is  today by any means, b u t  i t  w a s  bas ic .  

Q. Of course c h i l d r e n  l e a r n  a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  anyway, d id  you f i n d  i t  
t o  be p a r t i c u l a r l y  t r u e  among b l i n d  ch i ldren?  

A. Much more s o  I t h i n k  than  i n  t h e  p u b l i c  schools ,  yes ,  because some 
of t h e  ch i ld ren  had handicaps o r  problems o t h e r  than  j u s t  being b l ind .  
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Some of them had mental problems o r  mental r e t a r d a t i o n  and t h e r e  w e r e  
some t h a t  never d id  g e t  probably beyond t h e  f i f t h  o r  s i x t h  grade i f  
t h a t  f a r .  Some of  them I know never  graduated. So t h e r e  was a l o t  of 
d i s p a r i t y  between t h e  ones t h a t  seemed t o  l e a r n  r e a d i l y  and those  
t h a t  d idn ' t .  More so ,  I ' m  su re ,  than you'd f i n d  i n  most p u b l i c  schools .  

Q. You mentioned t h e  memory course,  I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h a t .  Were 
these  e x e r c i s e s  teaching  you t o  develop your memory? 

A. Yes, t o  memorize poe t ry  o r  j u s t  memorize whatever t h e  t eache r  
wanted you t o  memorize. It w a s  t o  s t r e s s  memory though, because l a t e r  
a s  we got i n t o  the  h igher  grades i n t o  l i k e  seventh and e i g h t h  grade 
a r i t h m e t i c  it was mostly done by memory. That is ,  they would teach  us  
square roo t  and a l l  those  th ings  and w e  d idn ' t  u sua l ly  w r i t e  i t  down 
i f  you could l e a r n  i t  t h a t  way and most t h e  ones t h a t  got  t h a t  f a r  
could. You d i d n ' t  make notes  o r  anything,  you j u s t  t r i e d  t o  memorize 
t h e  system and then  i f  they'd g ive  you a l a r g e  f i g u r e  why you'd t ake  
the  square r o o t  o r  do your m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  o r  whatever you had t o  do i n  
your head, i n s t e a d  of w r i t i n g  i t  ou t ,  o r  t r a c i n g  it out  on t h e  black- 
board, o r  w r i t i n g  i t  out  even i n  t h e  b r a i l l e .  It's a l i t t l e  slow and 
ambersome -- i t  w a s  much b e t t e r  i f  you could l e a r n  t o  do i t  by memory 
o r  without  us ing  notes .  

Q. What s o r t  of t r i c k s  d id  you quick ly  l e a r n  on memory? Assoc ia t ion  
th ings  o r  how d i d  you...? 

A. Yes, I suppose t h a t  would be  it. It's r e a l l y  hard t o  p u t  your 
f i n g e r  on i t .  Some people can remember th ings  b e t t e r  than o t h e r s ,  b u t  
I was f o r t u n a t e  enough t o  be one of those  t h a t  could,  

Q. 1t's been s a i d  t h a t  one of the  compensations f o r  t h e  handicapped 
of b l indness ,  is t h e  a b i l i t y  t o  concent ra te  on th ings  without  v i s u a l  
d i s t r a c t i o n .  Is t h a t  j u s t  a myth o r  do you be l i eve  t h a t  t o  be t rue?  

A. W e l l  i t ' s  no t  a myth. I ' m  no t  say ing  t h a t  every b l i n d  person can 
do i t  because they can ' t  a l l ,  bu t  I th ink  i f  you have t h a t  a b i l i t y  you 
tend t o  develop i t  more. I know I d i d  and I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  a 
good many o t h e r s  t h a t  did.  Of course  t h a t  became q u i t e  important i n  
co l l ege ,  bu t  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  is a l o t  of t r u t h  i n  t h a t  even though 
i t  doesn ' t  mean every b l i n d  person can do it. 

Q. That i n t e r e s t e d  me too  because of course you are probably too  
modest t o  want t o  t a l k  about t h i s  a t  g r e a t  length ,  b u t  knowing your 
subsequent c a r e e r  as w e  do, i t ' s  obvious t h a t  you progressed f a r  
beyond what many people wi th  handicaps do. 1 ' d  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your 
own sense  of what personal  q u a l i t i e s  o r  o u t s i d e  in f luences  a t  an e a r l y  
age motivated you t o  make t h e  progress  you d id?  

A. Well I r e a l l y  don ' t  know. I mean I ' v e  always had t h e  d r i v e  t o  
exce l1  i t  seemed l i k e  and I don' t  know where i t  came from o r  why, bu t  
I always d id  and I guess t h a t ' s  why I d i d  a s  w e l l  on my grades and 
school  work. 
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Q. Were the re  any teachers o r  influences e i t h e r  i n  Jacksonvil le  o r  i n  
Danville t h a t  played a p a r t i c u l a r l y  important r o l e  i n  your youth a t  a cru- 
c i a l  t i m e ?  

A. Well, I bel ieve  i n  high school I could say a t  l e a s t  there  w e r e  a couple 
of teachers t h a t  I thought w e r e  exceptional  and did  a l o t  f o r  m e ,  but I 
can ' t  say i n  the  lower grades t h a t  was t rue .  I ' m  su re  they were a l l  very 
w e l l  qua l i f i ed  teachers,  but  as f a r  a s  any of them being a t  a l l  what you 
would c a l l  insp i ra t iona l ,  I couldn't  say they were. 

Q. Okay, t e l l  me a l i t t l e  b i t  more about the Jacksonvil le  school outs ide  
of t h e  classroom. After  a l l ,  you were a boarding s tudent  there ,  what was 
the  l i f e  l i k e ?  Was the re  a s o c i a l  l i f e ,  a rec rea t iona l  l i f e ,  a t h l e t i c  l i f e ?  

A. Well, the re  was less of t h a t  then, than the re  is now, but  a t  t h a t  t i m e  
of course, we had a regular  schedule. You would get  up about six t h i r t y .  
They had an engine house o r  a steam house with b o i l e r s  t h a t  supplied a l l  
the heat  f o r  t h e  buildings on t h e  grounds and i t  had a whis t l e  t h a t  would 
blow a t  s i x  t h i r t y  twice and you were supposed t o  jump out  and be ready 
and over a t  breakfas t  a t  t h e  o ther  fbuilding]. They had the  meals i n  the  
what they c a l l  t h e  main building.  We had dormitories around t h e  campus, 
but  i n  t h e  main bui ld ing is where we  had our meals, where we had our 
c lasses .  W e  would be over the re  a t  seven f o r  breakfas t ,  then you were f r e e  
u n t i l  e igh t  t h i r t y  t o  get  back t o  your dormitory unless....Now I s t a r t e d  
taking piano lessons  when I was e i g h t  and I was i n  t h e  t h i r d  grade and I 
took them a l l  t h e  way through high school, which would be t en  years. Most 
of t h e  t i m e  I had my f i r s t  p r a c t i c e  was at: eight o'clock. So I'd go back 
over t o  the  main bui ld ing f o r  t h a t  and then go r i g h t  on t o  class a t  
e igh t  t h i r t y .  Then they had a chapel a t  about t e n  o r  so ,  and then, of 
course, your noon meal and then the afternoon c lasses .  

Usually we  w e r e  out about th ree  o'clock, two f i f t y  o r  th ree  o'clock. 
Then you didnl-t have much t o  do unless you were in music. Now I was inA 
the  chorus and l a t e r  i n  the  men's g lee  club. I had an evening p rac t i ce  
general ly a t  six o'clock r i g h t  a f t e r  supper. Then i n  the  evening during 
the  week six t h i r t y  to  seven t h i r t y  was a study hour, then you were f ree .  
Of course t h e  smaller  ones had t o  go t o  bed a t  e igh t  t h i r t y  o r  n ine  
o'clock, t h e  o lder  ones about ten ,  but  it was mostly j u s t  v i s i t i n g  around 
i n  each o the r ' s  rooms, ox i f  t h e  weather was decent, ge t t ing  ou t  on the 
grounds and playing. They d id  have a play ground -- they had swings and 
an ocean wave and things l i k e  t h a t  t h a t  k ids  could play on. They d i d  have 
an a t h l e t i c  program f i n a l l y  when I was about ten ,  eleven, and twelve 
the re  was one of t h e  young men t h a t  came down there  and was coaching us 
i n  basketball .  I played basketbal l  under him f o r  those th ree  years and 
then he l e f t .  Later  i n  high school w e  did have a swimming team. 

There r e a l l y  wasn't very much social l i f e .  In high schoal they had dances - 
the  g i r l s  dance is one Friday n igh t  and t h e  boys' dance is t h e  next and 
t h e  boys could have g i r l s  from i n  town come i n ,  but the re  was p r a c t i c a l l y  
no s o c i a l  l i f e  as between t h e  boys and g i r l s  a t tending the school a t  that 
time. Now the re  is s ince  t h a t  t i m e  th ings  have changed a l o t .  They 
have a much bigger a t h l e t i c  program. We did  have a gymnasium and we a l l  
had t o  go t o  gym c lasses  where we'd go through th ings  l i k e  t h e  chinning 
bar ,  and t h e  p a r a l l e l  bars ,  and the  medicine b a l l  throwing the  b a l l  a t  the  
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t e n  pins .  W e  d id  i n  h igh  school  have t h e  swimming team, but  now a t  
t he  school  they have a wide v a r i e t y  of a t h l e t i c s  -- t r a c k  and w r e s t l i n g  
and th ings  l i k e  t h a t .  They do have s o c i a l  a c t i v i t i e s  among the  s tuden t s ,  
p a r t i e s  and dances and th ings  l i k e  t h a t ,  b u t  no t  when I w a s  i n  school.  
There was nothing,  

Q. Was i t  a matter of po l i cy  do you suppose? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Why d id  they sepa ra t e?  

A. Yes, t h a t  w a s  t h e i r  po l i cy  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  We had our  t h r e e  dormi tor ies  
on one s i d e  of t h e  main bui ld ing ,  and i t  was p r e t t y  w e l l  blocked o f f  from 
the  o t h e r  s ide .  The g i r l s  had t h e i r  t h r e e  dormi tor ies  over t h e r e  and 
never  t h e  twain were supposed t o  m e e t .  

Q. Bow about i n  c l a s s ?  

A. I n  c l a s s e s  we sat, they had t h e i r  r u l e s  and we had our  r u l e s  and w e  
d idn ' t  in te rmix  even i n  t h e  a e a t i n g  arrangements. 

Q. And if I hea r  you c o r r e c t l y ,  they were, t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  were more 
comfortable wi th  your having a s o c i a l  l i f e  w i th  g i r l s  from town than 
wi th  g i r l s  on campus? 

A.  hat's r i g h t ,  yes. That w a s  t h e i r  po l i cy  a t  t h e  time. 

Q. Do you know what t h e  r a t i o n a l e  behind t h a t  was? 

A. I guess they were a f r a i d  t h a t  somebody would g e t  i n  t r o u b l e  o r  
something. They d idn ' t  want t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i f  i t  happened bu t  t h e r e  
w a s  t h a t  p o s s i b i l i t y .  I guess i n  more r ecen t  years  they've l i b e r a l i z e d  
i t  and now t h e r e  is a l o t  of s o c i a l i z i n g ,  and as f a r  as I know, none 
of t h e  problems they  were a f r a i d  of a.t t h e  t i m e  w e  were t h e r e ,  bu t  they  
c e r t a i n l y  were a f r a i d  of i t  then. This ,  of course,  was i n  t h e  twent ies  
and t h i r t i e s ,  e a r l y  t h i r t i e s .  

Q. Did you, whi le  you were i n  t h e  elementary, w e l l  f o r  t h a t  ma t t e r  t h e  
h igh  school  l e v e l  too,  d id  you tend  t o  spend a l l  of your time on campus 
o r  were t h e r e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o  be i n  J acksonv i l l e ,  o u t s i d e  t h e  campus? 

A. Well up through t h e  grade school  t h e  only t i m e  you were allowed t o  
l eave  t h e  campus would be  on Saturday. There was a l i t t l e  p l a c e  ac ros s  
t h e  s t r e e t  where you could go and buy candy and t h a t  s o r t  of thing.  
I n  high school  you were n o t  allowed t o  l eave  t h e  campus u n t i l  a f t e r  
school ,  b u t  then  you could go downtown i f  you wanted to ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  
the boys could; t h e  g i r l s  weren't  allowed t o  because they were a f r a i d  they 
might meet: somewhere. So they were only allowed t o  go on Saturday 
mornings and t h e  boys weren't  allowed t o  go on Saturday morning, t h a t  
is downtown. Otherwise t h e  high school  boys had p r e t t y  much freedom t o  
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go t o  town o r  whatever they wanted t o  do a f t e r  school and p r i o r  t o  some 
prescribed time a t  n ight  -- I don't  remember exact ly  now seven or e igh t  
o r  what i t  was. But another fellow and I cap i t a l i zed  on t h a t  a l i t t l e  
then when w e  w e r e  i n  high school by using one of our c l o s e t s  as a candy 
s t o r e  and w e  put a lock on it. We'd go down t o  the  wholesale houses on 
the  weekends and buy up a l o t  of candy and cookies and gum and s t u f f  l i k e  
t h a t  and then mark i t  up of course and s e l l  it a t  t h e  usual r e t a i l  
p r i c e  t o  the  kids.  W e  had a p r e t t y  capt ive  market, they couldn' t  ge t  
out  anymore then they could, so  we made a few d o l l a r s  f o r  about all the  
four years w e  were i n  high school doing tha t .  

Q. Real entrepreneur. 

A. Y e s .  (laughs) 

Q. Was the re  an emphasis, I ' m  t a lk ing  about high school, was the re  an 
emphasis i n  career  t r a i n i n g  o r  counsell ing o r  vocational  t r a in ing?  Were 
you encouraged t o  consider an occupation t h a t  the  a u t h o r i t i e s  deemed t o  be 
f e a s i b l e  f o r  b l ind people? 

A. No, w e  had very l i t t l e  counselling. Now we d id  have a l o t  of vo- 
ca t iona lwork  s t a r t i n g  a s  f a r  down as t h e  t h i r d  grade. We had hammock 
making i n  t h e  t h i r d  and four th  grade, brush making i n  the  f i f t h  grade, 
cha i r  caning i n  t h e  s i x t h  and f i b e r  f u r n i t u r e  making i n  t h e  seventh and 
e ighth  grades and up through high school. They had woodwork, 1 think 
t h a t  was back about t h e  t h i r d  o r  four th  grade, where you'd l e a r n  t o  use 
the  saws and planes and v ices  and hammers and things l i k e  t h a t .  In  high 
school you could take courses i n  piano tuning because the re  used t o  be 
a l o t  of b l ind piano tuners.  I don't think the re  a r e  too many any more 
there  may be some, but t h a t  was q u i t e  an occupation back i n  those days. 
But a s  f a r  as counsell ing i n  high school, no w e  d idn ' t ,  you were j u s t  
p re t ty  much on your own. I f  you thought you could make i t  and go t o  
college you'd go and i f  you didn ' t  you d idn ' t .  Nobody t r i e d  t o  encourage 
you o r  discourage you. 

Q. Oh is t h a t  r i g h t ?  So t h a t  a person l i k e  you with col lege  ambitions 
was not  discouraged from t h a t ?  

A. Not by the  school a u t h o r i t i e s ,  no. I n  f a c t  the re  was some encourage- 
ment r e a l l y  i n  t h a t  t h e  s t a t e  would provide a scholarship you might c a l l  
it -- three  o r  four hundred d o l l a r s  a year which you could use t o  h i r e  
readers i n  college.  After  you got i n t o  col lege  the re  was p r a c t i c a l l y  
nothing i n  b r a i l l e ,  everything had t o  be read by somebody else. So 
I ' d  say there  was some encouragement about going i n  t h a t  they did  pro- 
vide these  s ta te  scholarships i f  you were ab le  t o  make i t  i n  col lege  
t o  h i r e  readers with. 

Q. Was there  a time while you w e r e  i n  high school t h a t  you decided t o  
a t tend col lege  o r  was It: always something you assumed you would do? 

A. Well, I got  t h e  idea  even before I knew what a lawyer was t h a t  I 
wanted t o  be one. I remember I had an expression aa a small boy if 
I 'd get  angry a t  somebody I ' d  say, "You don't  know any business i n  the  
cork house.'' That is  what I thought they meant by court .  1 meant 



Wil lard  I c e  9 

courthouse, bu t  I c a l l e d  it cork house. I gradual ly  began g e t t i n g  an 
i d e a  what a lawyer was, b u t  I always had t h e  i d e a  t h a t ' s  what I wanted 
t o  be and I don' t  r e a l l y  know why. I a l s o  was kinda t o m  a t  one po in t  
between t h a t  and t r y i n g  t o  go on t o  be a p ro fe s s iona l  musician -- I 
mean i n  t h e  sense  of c l a s s i c a l  music no t  pop music as I l a t e r  d id  i n  
co l lege .  I f i n a l l y  found I f e l t  I wasn't  good enough f o r  t h a t  even 
though a f t e r  t e n  years  I was g iv ing  p u b l i c  r e c i t a l s  and a l l  t h a t  s o r t  
of thing.  I s t i l l  would probably never have made an outs tanding  concer t  
p i a n i s t ,  s o  I decided t o  go the  l a w  route .  So a s  f a r  a s  I was concerned 
I always had t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of going t o  co l l ege ,  

Q. I ' m  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  your e a r l y  enthusiasm f o r  law, were t h e r e  pa r t i cu -  
l a r  lawyers whom you heard o r  read about who i n s p i r e d  you? 

A ,  I th ink  so. I ' m  no t  s u r e  who they  were now, b u t  i n  Danvil le  I 
remember one was a lawyer named Lindly, Walter Lindly, and he became a 
f e d e r a l  judge and I don't  know t h e r e  w a s  something about  h i s  career .  (Pause) 
I: d i d n ' t  know him pe r sona l ly  a t  t h e  time, I d id  l a t e r ,  bu t  something 
about h i s ,  t h e  k ind  of name he had i n  t h e  community and every th ing  t h a t  
d id  somehow appea l  t o  me. I would imagine t h e r e  may have been o t h e r s ,  
b u t  he ' s  one t h a t  I can d i s t i n c t l y  rememberlthat made a mark on me 
somehow o r  another ,  even though I d idn ' t  know him a t  t h e  time. 

Q. In  o t h e r  words, t h e  ca ree r  of law, t h a t  you understood through people 
l i k e  Lindly, was a respec ted  honored profess ion .  

A. Yes, I th ink  t h a t  w a s  t h e  i d e a  probably a s  much as anything. 

Q. Were t h e r e  any famous t r i a l  lawyers i n  t he  n a t i o n  whose c a r e e r s  you 
followed o r  who i n  any way, t h ink ing  maybe somebody l i k e  Darrow, o r  
someone e l s e ?  

A. Well, of course I read  about Darrow, and I was much impressed by 
J u s t i c e s  Holmes and Brandeis,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h a t  I can remember. I 
mean n o t  t h a t  I eve r  knew them, j u s t  t h e i r  p r e s t i g e  and every th ing  
impressed m e  I'm s u r e ,  their r epu ta t ions  as being  outs tanding  judges and 
lawyers. 

Q. What about  W i l l i a m  Jennings Bryan, who, a f t e r  a l l ,  had l i v e d  i n  
J acksonv i l l e  f o r  awhile,  was he a name t h a t  you know? 

A. No, I wouldn't  say  so p a r t i c u l a r l y  because I never  l i k e d  his a t t i -  
tude on evolu t ion .  I thought he  was a l i t t l e  too  conserva t ive  I guess 
f o r  me  o r  something. Not t h a t  I ' m  a g r e a t  l i b e r a l  o r  anything,  b u t .  
a f t e r  I s t a r t e d  reading about evo lu t ion  and th ings  l i k e  t h a t  I thought 
i t  meri ted more of a hea r ing  than a t  t h a t  time i t  was ge t t i ng .  

Q. That t r i a l  was i n  1925, do you remember t h a t  as a contemporary event  
o r  having j u s t  read  about i t ?  

A. I don' t  t h ink  I remember i t  as a contemporary event.  1 ' m  s u r e  i t  
wasn't  t oo  long a f t e r  t h a t  I was reading about i t ,  but  I don' t  remember 
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when it  was going on o r  anyth ing  l i k e  t h a t ,  because I was -only t e n  a t  
that. t ime.  

Q. What about some of Darrow's work? Do you remember reading about i t?  
I don't  know t h e  da t e s  of  t he  Leopold-Loeb t r i a l ,  i t  w a s  i n  t h e  twent ies  
though, I be l ieve .  Do any of those t r i a l s  have a p l ace  i n  your memory? 

A. I remember t h e  Loeb t r i a l .  Now t h a t  I d id  have a contemporary 
knowledge of t h a t ;  I mean i n  t h e  sense  t h a t  I was fol lowing i t  i n  t h e  
newspapers o r  whatever news media I could g e t  i t  on. I d id  remember t h a t  
Darrow had some p r e t t y  famous l a b o r  cases .  

Q. Did you eve r  whi le  you were a t  t he  J acksonv i l l e  school  pursue your 
i n t e r e s t s  i n  law by wanting t o  v i s i t  a courtroom o r  anything l i k e  t h a t ?  

A. No, I never  d id ,  no t  whi le  I was i n  Jacksonvi l le .  I d id  l a t e r  when 
I was i n  l a w  school ,  b u t  no t  wh i l e  T was there .  

Q. L e t ' s  move on then,  t o  co l lege .  Why d id  you choose t o  a t t e n d  I 
th ink  i t ' s  I l l i n o i s  College you a t tended ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A. I l l i n o i s  College i n  Jacksonvi l le .  Well, t h a t  w a s  l a r g e l y  a ma t t e r  
of economics. I was a b l e  t o  g e t  a room, board, and laundry job a t  t h e  
school  f o r  t h e  b l ind .  I worked i n  t h e  b r a i l l e  l i b r a r y  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  
l i b r a r i a n .  There w a s  a lady  who r an  t h e  l i b r a r y  and my job w a s  t o ,  
w e l l  a t  t h a t  time i t  w a s  q u i t e  a c i r c u l a t i n g  l i b r a r y  and they  s e n t  
b r a i l l e  books -- b r a i l l e  books can be  s e n t  f r e e  of postage -- and they  
were s e n t  a l l  over t h e  country. So they had t o  be wrapped a c e r t a i n  way 
and l a b e l l e d  a c e r t a i n  way and she 'd  ge t  them a l l  ready f o r  me. I would 
then  have t o  wrap them and l a b e l  them and t i e  them up wi th  a s t r i n g  f o r  
mailing. Then there 'd  always be a b i g  p i l e  of them t h a t  would come 
back from some d i f f e r e n t  p laces ,  and I ' d  have t o  u n t i e  them, and unwrap 
them, and then go p u t  them where they  belonged on t h e  she lves ,  For t h a t  
I got  room and board and laundry,  no money, b u t  t h a t  w a s  a very  b i g  i tem 
i n  co l lege .  So even though the  t u i t i o n  was higher  a t  I l l i n o i s  College 
than  it would of been over  a t  t h e  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s ,  i f  you f igu red  
i n  t he  whole b i l l ,  i nc lud ing  t h e  room, board, and laundry,  i t  was cheaper 
t o  go there .  (pause) O f  course as I s a i d ,  I d i d  have a scho la r sh ip  t h a t  
I could use f o r  readers ,  b a t  I would have had t h a t  e i t h e r  p l ace  I went. 
So i t  w a s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  room, board, and laundry job t h a t  kep t  me  t he re .  

Q. So then you r e a l l y  cont inued t o  l i v e  on the campus, bu t  a t tended 
c l a s s e s  a t  I l l i n o i s  College. 

A. Yes. The school  is  on Eas t  S t a t e  S t r e e t ,  itrs near the cast ead 
of town and the  co l l ege  is  on West College S t r e e t  nea r  t h e  west end of 
town, so  I had a good two mi le  h ike  out  t h e r e  and two mi les  back 
every day. There was no pub l i c  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a t  t he  time i n  
J acksonv i l l e ,  no buses,  n o t  even cabs i f  you could a f f o r d  them which I 
s u r e l y  couldn ' t  i n  t h e  t h i r t i e s  there .  There were q u i t e  a number of 
c o l l e g e  s tuden t s  t h a t  worked, both a t  t he  b l i n d  school  and out  a t  t h e  




















































































































































































































