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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by Corrine Evans for the Oral History Office on March 10, 1972. Linda
Jett transcribed the tape and Susan Jones edited the transcript.

At the time of this interview William Alderfer was an Illinois State
Historian and executive director of the Illinois State Historical Society.
In this memoir, Mr, Alderfer discusses his duties as a state historian,
the purpose of the State Historical Library, and the reconstruction of the
Old State Capitol. Mr. Alderfer also discusses the survey conducted by
the Department of Conservation to identify historical sites in Illinois.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




William Alderfer, March 10, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Corinne Evans, Interviewer,

Q. Mr. Alderfer, for the record would you state your profession please?

A. I amn the historian for the State of Illinois, a state historian, and
also given the dual responsibility of being the Executive Director of
the privately supported Illinois State Historical Society. The interest
you have in historical sites and the reason for this interview is very
apparent over here at the Old State Capitol where we are now talking
together, because it is the Historical Library that provides much of the
research that went into the reconstruction of this building. Our interest
in historic site development generally comes from the charge that this
Historical Library is to preserve all the pieces of information whether
they be books, photographs, maps, or drawings, what have you, that would
be of interest to the historian. And of course since World War II there
has been a great deal of emphasis on the preservation of buildings
because we're seeing, on a daily basis you might say, one or another of
our historic structures are destroyed by the march of progress.

And at the State Historical Library and Society we are often asked to
delineate the history of a building. In other words answer that very
simple question, "Is the building historic and how historic is it?" So
that people who are engaged in restoration and reconstruction work will
know whether they are spending their time wisely in restoring a building
or not. And so as the State Historian I sit on a statewide committee
which is at the present time preparing a list of priorities for the
state of Illinois to use in allocating its tax funds, its general reverue
funds, for that one small part of the total state endeavor. And that
small part being the preservation of the State Historic Sites.

The interesting thing about the movement to preserve historic sites is
that many people confuse the architecture of a building with the history
of a huilding. Not being an architect I would defer to other people to
tell me what building structure or what element in a building is
architecturally important whereas I would prefer and feel much safer
when people ask me what building is historical regardless of how it
looks or who built it, who the architect was, or what kind of material
went into it,

It's in this respect that this 0ld State Capitol is one of the most
historic buildings in Illinocis and even in the country. Because a building
is historical if something happened there or someone lived there. When
an event occurred in the huilding or on the site, that's what makes a
building historical. And so while this building has an architecture

that I couldn't by any stretch of the imagination say that it was unique,
because it is a Grecian architecture that was patterned after Greek
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temples obwiously. The Greeks have a lot of those temples and therefore
this is not a uniquely designed building. The building is, however,
interesting from the standpoint that Abraham Lincoln spent what public
life he had before he became President of the United States, he spent
much of that public life here in this building, in and around it. And
it was for that reason that the state of Illinois decided to restore the
building.

Q. When did all this take place, the restoration of this building?

A. Well, as a matter of fact, people knew this building was historic.
They sensed the importance of Abraham Lincoln almost, how should I put
that, as soon as he was assassinated., This building was being used as
the state capitol and there were movements afoot to memorialize Abraham
Lincoln even at that time. And when the new state capitol was hbuilt in
1876, the present state capitol, this building was sold to Sangamon
County to be used as a courthouse. People knew that this was a huilding
that was an important building.

It was about 1899 when the occupiers of this building, this was the
Sangamon County Building, were running out of room that they wondered
how the county was going to get more room. And it became an issue here
locally. So what they would do with this huilding . . . now some
people said they ought to tear it down, sell the lots to private
businesses and build a new courthouse on a cormer of this square,
situated on the square,

Q. A new courthouse on this particular . . ..

A. A new corner and pay for it with the proceeds. You see this was the
most expensive land in Springfield. This was the best site and therefore
they thought that businesses would buy the land and the county could
tuild a courthouse without much other expenditure. But that flew in the
face of those people who admired this building because it was a building
where Abraham Lincoln had done so much of his work, And so they said,
"No, what we'll do is we will add another floor to the building. That's
what we need is more room. Let's add another floor to the building."
Well, how do you do that? Well, they decided that they would raise the
building up about twelve feet and insert a new first floor.

Q. What year was that, Mr. Alderfer?
A. That was in 1899,
Q. 1899.

A. And by 1901 that remodeling project was done. The other interesting
thing about that was that the insides were practically gutted.

Q. Gutted from what?
A. From raising the building up, The interior of the Old State Capitol

was then changed. A new dome was put on, a cupola, a new roof was done
at the same time, a new first floor. So that by the time Sangamon
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County again ran out of room, which was in the late 1950s, and the decision
was made to huild a new courthouse, the present Sangamon County Courthouse,
the state of Illinois said that it would purchase the site, purchase it
back from the county and would restore the huilding to what it appeared
like when Abraham Lincoln was living.

Well, the chief problem was that the interior was very much different.
They had to get rid of that third floor which was the first floor and so
the decision was made to save nothing but the outside skin of the
building. In other words, this building is almost a total reconstruction,
There is not one original thing in the construction of the interior of
the Old State Capitol. The only original part of the tuilding is the
stone on the outside.

Q. 'The stone itself, nothing inside then is original other than the
stone?

A, Now this is in the building . . .
Q. In the building itself,

A. . . . materials, parts there. We do have original paintings and
fumishings. But very few of those because the state of Illinois all
moved out in 1876 and they just sold and otherwise dispersed all the

property.
Q. T wasn't aware of this.

A. Oh, yes. When the state moved into its new building, the present
capitol, they had all new furniture. They didn't want to take anything
from this old decrepit building here. In fact the state was anxious to
move fram this site about ten years before they finally did. It was in
the 1850s or 1860s, that they began to say that this building was no
longer useful as a seat of government. And they must have a new state
capitol.

Q. This is very interesting. Because I'm learning something from the
interview and being a history major, my favorite area is of Lincoln, and
there are so many things that I'm learning about the Lincoln legend
itself that I'm not aware of. And I'm finding this true of many
interviews that I'm learning a lot.

A, Well, Lincoln had a great deal to do with this building, the 0ld
State Capitol. And I would think that you have a question here, you
know, '"What is unique about the architecture of the Old State Capitol?"
As 1 said, the architecture from my point of view is not unique. It is
modeled after Greek architecture, Greek temples. And so the architect
had his models already in front of him. He did not think up anything
new as did, say, Frank Lloyd Wright or some other architect who came with
a new style.,

Q. I see,
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A, But his model was a perfect model of Greek temples. The interesting
thing or one of the interesting things about the architecture of this
building was that the people here in town in the late 1830s thought

that the building would be made out of brick and if you were to make it
out of brick you probably wouldn't model it after a Greek temple. It
would have been some other kind of building. And it wasn't until the
architect, John F. Rague, R-A~G-U-E, came on the scene and had this very
definite point of view that it ought to be made out of stone and that
there was a place where this stone could be found locally, that the
architecture of this huilding was finally determined.

Another interesting thing is they held a competition for who would
design the tuilding. If you turned in the best design, the building
cammissioners thought your design was the best, then they would give you
the job of being the architect. And we found some of the losing plans
but we never found John F. Rague's plans.

Q. I think someone has mentioned to me that someone drew up a design
for this building if I'm correct, someone who was not an architect,

was just a person, a citizen of Springfield, and his drawing had won for
this design.

A, Yes.
Q. I think this is what I've been told.

A, That was Rague. He was hired as the architect of the huilding. You
have to be careful about how you use those phrases, Obwviously Rague
knew buildings, but there was no architectural profession in those days.
He was a skilled tuilder I think is probably what you would have called
him, Although they did use the word architect. And so that's the way
I'm using it, in their sense.

[There was] difficulty in building a statehouse with these very heavy
~ stones. They weighed tons and tons, each one of them, Some of them,
Each one weighed many tons, The building wasn't really finally

completed until 1854, which meant that that was fourteen years after they

started, The first legislature was held in here in December of 1839,
And it wasn't until 1854 that they finally completed the building. It's
because it was such a difficult job. The accounts of the times say that
the grounds around the old capitol were littered with stone, most likely
portico's stone because those were, that was the part of the building
that was finished last, Those twelve foot extensions on the north and
south were porticos and steps. These were the entrances and exits to
the building.

Q. Were all the govermmental offices located in this building?

A, Not always, no. Not all of them. From time to time they had to
rent rooms outside, across the street or down the street. They used
churches a lot, churches were very amxious to let the legislature use
their buildings for one thing or another.
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1 guess to get back to my original statement, we here at the Historical
Library try not to confuse architecture with history. They are very
different. Now there is the history of architecture which can tell you
what kind of a building is historical in terms of the architectural
history of our time, but for the most part what we do here at the State
Historical Society and Library is to lock at what happened in the building,
who lived there, and then take it from there and try to return buildings
to their original period. (pause) The state of Illinois, along with the
other 49 states, is now engaged in a program to identify all its historical
sites so that it can participate in a program of matching funds and

grants and therefore receive large sums of federal help.

Q. I heard something about this. Are there going to be any brochures
or any coverage of this so that the general public is made aware of this
in the state of Illinois?

A. Well, this survey is already being conducted. Now, it's not being
conducted by the Historical Library and Society, it's being conducted

by a group of people who are contracted by the Department of Conservation.
It's a program of the Department of Conservation, because that is the
agency that owns most of the historic sites in Illinois. And the office
is in Benton, Illinois, It's not even in Springfield. So in order to
get information you must write or travel to Benton.

Q. This is in southern Illinois?

A, Yes, that's in southern Illinois. And each quarter I guess they've
been averaging about three to five buildings placed on what's known as

the National Register., And once the building is placed on the National
Register then it qualifies to receive these federal funds.

Q. Are there any around the Springfield area that are being considered?
Is the Lincoln Home one of these?

A. Oh, the Lincoln Home has been on the National Register, yes, long
before the Naticnal Preservation Act of 1966 was passed. This is the
matching fund act., The Lincoln Home was on that, This building was
too.

Q. I see. Are there any other buildings in Springfield?

A. Yes, the Vachel Lindsay Home was just put on the National Register.
I can't be sure without looking at the list. I just can't recall. I'd
have to look at the list to know if there were any other buildings that
are on the National Register from Springfield. But once the survey is
over--in other words there is a team of people that are looking at
buildings and places because some of these registry properties will not
be tuildings, they'll be archaeological sites for example--once this
team has decided what are the historical places of Illinois, then there
will be grants made to restore them. And we'll be able to give some
kind of priority.

Right now when you talk of preserving historic sites, you don't have any
idea of priorities and the money, and these are very large sums of money.
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And none of these restorations are just little things. They always tend
to be many, many thousands of dollars. Each one of them., So public
officials are very loath to restore one site and spend all their efforts.
You know there is a finite quality to the money. You just can't pour
all your money on one thing. The public officials then are very loath,
without a priority listing, to want to spend much money on this because
next year they could be criticized for not having spent the money on
something else, that is maybe more important and it would have had a
higher priority. Sc this is what the state is waiting for, it's waiting
anxiously for this . . .

Q. 'This has been a problem I think because we've been trying to do this
with Lincoln's home. And I know that they've had a lot of problems
trying to do this, the press coverage on this.

A. Well, Lincoln's home now is all taken care of.
Q. Oh, it is?

A. Well, the Lincoln Home itself is, as a restored site. There is not
much that would need to be done to that. But then, well, I shouldn't
say that because every restorationist, if you want to use that term, has
thelr own idea about what is pemu.ssible in the restoring and what

isn't, Now if you were to ask me, you see, I would say you don't disturb
the Lincoln Home one little bit. Now when the National Park Service
comes in, they may have an idea about all the old wood, the original

wood ought to be taken off because maybe it doesn't lock so good. You
can't keep a good coat of paint on the house, so on and so forth. So
there is all these little, small--which aren't small actually in terms of
what needs to be done--but they are little individual decisions that
have to be made as you restore it., And when I say that the Lincoln Home
is therefore taken care of, to me it is a very fine restored site . . .

Q. It's a beautiful building.

A, But what needs to be done down there now is to clear off that area,
and this is where the federal govermment is stepping in. They are going
to, over the years they have promised to pour about eight million dollars
into restoring the square or the four block area called the Lincoln Home
Area, taking out all the commercial attractions and buildings that they
don't feel are appropriate in the area, and making a number of other
little historical attractions there that will enhance then the value or
the beauty of the Lincoln Home itself,

Q. 1 see.

A. So that was a project that was just finished. And now, you see, the
state of Illinois doesn't have to work, The state of Illinois can now
spend its money on other sites and let the federal government pour in
all that eight million dollars. Save ourself a big chunk of dough.
(pause) Do you have any other questions? Have I . . .
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Q. Covered them quite well, Mr. Alderfer.

A. I don't want to answer those other two about what buildings in
Springfield that can be considered historical, Just generally I could
say this though: Any building in which an event or a person lived who
had an impact, that had an impact on the person, had an impact on our
history, these would be buildings that we should save. I wouldn't care
what the architecture was, whether they look pretty or not.

Q. 1 agree with that., Is there anything else that might be beneficial
to the oral history class that you might know about that the general
public isn't aware of, possibly?

A. In terms of historic sites?

Q. Yes, or old huildings.

A. Or old buildings. No, I don't know that I'm privy to any information
that isn't public knowledge, so I can't thirnk of anything, I can't think

of any scoop.

Q. Ckay, fine, Thank you very much for the interview, Mr., Alderfer. I

really appreciate your time and effort. I know you're very busy and I'm

sure the oral history class will enjoy the interview,

A, Okay,

End of Tape
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Lowell Anderson and James Hickey, March 17, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Corrine Evans, Interviewer.

Q: Mr. Anderson, why is the governor's mansion being restored and how
old is it?

A: Hn@ll Anderson] The governor's mansion is being restored because
of an act of legislature and it was begun in 1853 and completed in 1855.

H: [James Hickey] Over the past ten or fifteen years public opinion has
pretty much demanded that the mansion be retained and the site be retained
rather than building a new mansion at some other location., This was
determined by previous commissions charged with doing something about the
executive mansion and after many hearings and much publicity they determined
that the public was overwhelmingly in favor of the rehabilitation of the
original.

Q: What major changes are taking place in the reconstruction?

H: Well, first of all, I don't like the term reconstruction, nor restoration
either as far as that's concerned. It's really a rehabilitation and as

far as the old mansion is concerned, there are very few changes taking

place. As for the overall project, the major change is the addition to

the rear of the old mansion which, in a sense, is duplicate in style in
every respect to the old mansion itself. In the old mansion, about the

only change that's taking place is that we've removed a sliding door
partition between what was known as the state dining room and a family
dining room, but the state dining room now will include the two areas and
this rather umisual partion was removed.

Q: Is this where they held some of the receptions?
A: Right.

Q: After the restoration is completed, what original features will be
left?

A: Well, in the preserved portion we've tried to preserve as much of the
mansion as possible removing only the parts necessary to improve the
modernization of the mechanical equipment such as air-conditioning and new
heating ducts, new wiring, new plumbing. All of this had to be replaced.
But for the most part the structure, itself, will remain as it was before.
Since the interior had been replastered several times, most of the areas
will have new plaster; but the structure itself will remain the same, It
will be reinforced throughout with steel beams laced in between the existing
joints and beams.
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H: We might add, though, there's no change in style., An outsider coming
in, once it's completed, will notice very little difference in the interior
of the mansion, or the exterior either. Some will notice the fact that
the grand staircase has been put back to the way that it originally was.
This is a big change; but, of course, the stairs we're tearing out were
added in 1900. So we're going back to the original structure.

Q: Could either one of you say why the wall is being constructed around
the mansion?

H: First of all, there was a wall on the back of the property. We have
put that back for historical reasons because it was there and so it has
been put back. On the east side, there was a wall, halfway up the yard
which enclosed the garden. The garden was small and since the need for a
garden is primarily for public functions, we wanted to enlarge it. So
that wall on the east side was moved down to the street., The same size
and the same thing, and all we have done is simply moved it from the
middle of the yard down to the sidewalk. So that is for historical
reasons. On the west side, of course, there was again a wall on the
back., The wall extends down Fourth Street to the north. It's primarily
to hide facilities at the back, such as garbage removal and the parking
area., And the intent of that was to hide things that might not be attractive
to the public. There was no intent to hide the mansion or anything else
and it's as simple as that.

For instance, in the southwest corner there are two large mechanical
units for the air circulation. These would be rather unsightly if not
hidden by some kind of wall., I think the public would object to looking
at them more than they would the wall. I might also remind them that
before it was there, there was a large cyclone fence in disrepair which
had been grown up with lots of tree sprouts and things like that and that
corner was very unsightly, We certainly think this is an improvement.

A: At various times, they had a dog run and a root cellar and it was not
the most interesting thing to look at.,

H: And a place where trash in the yard was stored until hauled away.
Also the architect designed the mansion, or the landscaping and the whole
set up so that the public will get a very nice view from either the west
side or the north or the east side. And since the south side is on a
street that's more of an alley than a street and because the huilding is
right on the property line, we needed something attractive and a wall
seemed to be the most logical thing, plus it is historically accurate.

Q: Is there one part of the building more than any other which would be
of greatest interest to the public?

A: 'The preserved portion, of course, is the historic part of the building.
And T think when they get inside the building on public tours they will

be delighted with the elliptical stairwell that will be in the building.
That will be returned to its original design. And another thing that
we've tried to preserve in the mansion is the original cupola that's
hidden up in the attic. The original framework was still in the mansion
under the second roof that was put on and we've left the framework there
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and put in the kind of windows that were in the original cupola and it
will look as though you were looking up into the first interior of the
mansion when you go to visit. You look up that tall spiraling stairwell
and you see a chandelier hanging from the cupola dome and it's way up in
the sky, up there.

Q: Are there certain hours which the public may view the mansion?

H: This would be up to the first family, This is a private home. Mr,
Midel has very definitely planned to have certain days for public tours,
There's been a tradition that certain days the mansion is available for
special events like teas, entertaining conventions that are in town.,
There will be days set aside for that and then the public tour days. Of
course, there's some official entertainment the mansion normally does and
those days have to be reserved. But there definitely will be, just as
there is with the White House, certain times, probably two or three days
a week, maybe half a day, that the public will be adwitted.

Q: How long will it be before the mansion is finished?

H: First, I want to move back into the addition in which their private
quarters are located, in May. And it would seem, according to schedule
now, that the complete project will be probably September.

A: We might mention how it's going to be handled in terms of the ongoing
care of the interior, This will be handled by an association just as the
fumishings in the White House are handled.

H: This would encourage any family that moves in there to maintain its
historic intergrity as it is and take a second look before any extensive
remodeling is done. They'll have an opportunity to move fumiture but
this will limit the amount of remodeling of the interior such as moving
partitions or changing the colums or so.

A: Might add to that too that the governor by executive order will
charge the Illinois State Historical Library with maintaining of the
inventory of the mansion's furnishings. And this again will be a
continuation and it will be this library's responsibility to loock after
the historic fumiture in there,

And, if by chance, and this again is duplicating a similar setup in the
White House, if there would be a particular piece of some reason that
might be disliked by some future first family, we would simply remove
that and put it in storage and a historic piece that is to their liking
would be put in. And I use for example, Mrs. Nixon's taking one desk for
her husband, which again is a historic desk and very fitting for the
Wnite House, but that she liked better than the one that was in the
office. The one in the office was not destroyed, it was simply put into
storage. So these things are not lost., Basically, there would not be
mich need for a family to change things. They might in their private
quarters.

Q: How old is the historical fumiture that will be placed in the mansion,
or if it's already there?
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H: There are not too many original pieces of any too great age., About
four chairs that date back some time.. Of course, the mansion's silver is
still intact. There is no state china left, I think one piece of the
original set,

Q: How old is the silver?

H: The silver originally was for the battleship Illinois and has the
great seal of the state on it. Then I'm not sure it was ever commissioned.
I think the battleship was planned and never really built and this was
given to the state. And I can't answer what the age of it is. I would
say maybe 1900 or something like that,

Then we're finding historic pieces., We have the Lincoln bedroom fumiture,
we have the Yates furniture that belonged to former Governor Yates.

Q: Is this Richard Yates, Jr.?

H: The first Governor Yates who was the Civil War governor. They are
not in the mansion. First of all, those were acquired previously and the
Lincoln furniture we just got about a year and a half ago.

Q: Thark you very much for your time Mr, Hickey and Mr. Anderson. I
certainly appreciate the interview., It's been most beneficial.

End of Tape
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Earl Henderson, Jr., March 17, 1971, Springfield, Illinois.

Corrine Evans, Interviewer.

Q: Could you explain why the restoration of the Old State Capitol
was so important?

A: The 0ld State Capitol has been a significant historical building
in Springfield. It was recognized as such at the tum of the century
when it began to be used as the Sangamon County Courthouse. The
decision was made that it would not be razed for the construction of
a new Sangamon County Courthouse. The whole edifice would be lifted
and the exterior stone preserved because this was the former Capitol
Building where Lincoln had given his "House Divided" speech. The
building is an important statement of nineteenth century architecture,
a classical building. Moreover, it was the building where Lincoln had
given his famous ''House Divided Against Itself" speech, on June 16,
1858, and was also the location of many events in Illinois history.

I think most significantly, it's been associated with the Lincoln
story and that particular speech was supposedly the one that started
Lincoln on his march to the White House., Of course, U.S. Grant had
been in that building and many other famous persons.

The building, previous to the re-purchase by the State of Illinois
during the period it was the Sangamon County Courthouse, had been part
of the historic American Building survey, so it had been documented
in the thirties and it had been recognized as probably the most
historic building west of the Allegheny Mountains that had not been
preserved and restored properly., The decision in 1961 to purchase it
by the State of Illinois was a recognition that the Lincoln story,

in fact, needed to be perpetuated. Our question, of course, was,

was it feasible to restore it to the period of 1858.

Q: What was the cost of the re-modeling?

A: You're actually asking about the 0ld Capitol and yet the 0ld

Capitol complex takes in several other structures including an underground

parking facility for 465 cars and the State Historical Library besides
tummels and plazas that were developed. The actual expenditure by the
State of Illinois was $7.3 million for that underground parking, the
library and the old building itself. Our original estimates provided
$1,860,000 for the re-construction of the Old Capitol Building in the
event that the other work hadn't taken place,

Q: What were the problems involved in restoring the Old State Capitol
Building?
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A: Probably more than anything else was the decision as to what should
be done with this building., When the State of Illinois purchased it in
1961 the building was standing some twelve feet higher than it had
originally been constructed. In 1899, the building had been physically
lifted and the expansion that they thought necessary at the time was to
insert a floor at the lower level. The building had been raised, the
interior structure had been completely demolished. (It had been timber
at that time.) And the restored structure was an iron frame with what
they call a flat arch fireproofing. The cupola of the nineteenth century
had been removed and a more modern one built at that time. All the
drawings had been lost and, as a result, our first problem was to
determine what was the appropriate appearance of the building in the
period 1858 with the ''House Divided' speech date as our goal. Once we
had decided what the building would properly look like, then what was the
proper way to put it back into this condition?

I suppose that our biggest decision was how do we get the huilding so in
its visual appearance it was back on its original site and setting. In
other words, how do we reverse the procedure of lifting from 1899 and
retuming it to the original height of when we wanted it in 19607 So as

it tums out, our choices, we could mount dirt around the base of the
structure and, therefore, cover up the limestone base that had been put

in in 1899, or we, in fact, as the recamendation was made, reverse the
process. Only instead of jacking the building down we literally dismantled
the building and restored the structure at that level. That was our

major problem. From there, of course, trying to determine the original
appearance of the building. Once we had the original appearance on the
interior basically determined, we had to figure out how to put in modemn
mechanical systems: both electrical, commmnication, lighting, the heat,
the air conditioning, all these modern conveniences that would be necessary
to handle the millions of people anticipated in the building.

Q: Another question involved with that, were there any problems with,
evidently, the stone that was transported out to the Fairgrounds? I
mean, did you have a problem with that?

A: Well, at least you know the story of the building. When the building
was in place and sitting much higher on the site, it was obvious to

everyone who looked at it that the stone was in a great state of deterioration.

When we were selected as the architects to determine the feasibility of
restoring the building, that was 1963, the very first thing we did was
have stone cores taken. In other words, holes drilled into the stone to
determine the capability of the stone to be relocated. As it tumns out,
it's a dolomite stone. The source was a quarry underneath the present
Lake Springfield. The quarry was exhausted at that time but the core
samples showed very clearly that the stone was structurally sound. The
exterior only had, through weather, oxidized and this resulted in the
brown color. When you actually peeled off some of this crust, which in
some cases was rather severe as far as the cracking or the apparent
cracking was concerned, you actually ended up with another gray limestone
appearance which, as 1 say, oxidized as the period went on. Our problem
was this, once we had determined it was structually sound, how you could
remove these stones which were set on a masonry bearing wall, not tied
in any other way except by bond stone and with the masonry back-up,
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remove the stone and then transport it without damage to the surface to
the Fairgrounds site.

We identified every stone in place through photography so we had correct
elevations and then surveyed almost piece by piece, or at least by
binoculars, any damaged stone that it appeared we were going to have

to be replacing or that stone that possibly could give us trouble. We
recognized twenty-six stones which mostly were in the sills of the windows,
marked those for replacement, and then began the actual dismanteling
process.,

The interesting thing was that, because these were what they called dry
set masonry in other words, no real mortar bonding them together, once
you could seep away this sort of leveling bed of originally sand and
cement mixture, you could find the original lewis holes. Now a lewis
hole is a little slot that they put in stone to lift by. The original
lewis holes were still in place and usable and in many cases we lifted
the stone this way. So really we had no trouble, The identification of
the stone was, I think, an important decision by our office., There's
very little written on how you dismantel a building or how you identify a
stone. We had some 3300 stones to mark so we picked out our own method
of identification. We carefully marked every stone in two places on two
dissimilar faces when we removed them, attached a tag to it, and then
distributed four copies of that same stone marking to four different
offices so that some kind of disaster couldn't wipe out the key to the
jigsaw puzzle. So we relocated, they laid at the Fairgrounds for better
than a year, almost two years, and then when we started bringing them
back again, there was no problem. We used exactly the same process of
dry-setting them though they are tied together with stainless steel pins
in some cases. But really we replaced the twenty-six stones we forecast
with no other loss.

Q: Was there some problem with people attempting to steal any of the
stones out of the Fairgrounds or anything like that?

A: The smallest stone weighed five hundred pounds and the largest fifteen
ton. There was never any effort for anybody to take any of the stones.

The building structure was completely lost in 1899, A few of the outriggers,

particularly in the pediments or the area over the north and south entrances,

there was some original walmut framing left and as we took off some of
the old metal work we brought it down onto the ground. Though there was
a Department of Conservation guard, one prime piece that I happened to
fortunately photograph, one moming, the next morning, it had been sawed
in two. So somebody had to bring a very strong saw or even an electric
saw of some form to cut it off. But as far as losing the stone, we lost
one.

Q: What part of the building is still original?

A:; The only part that's original is basically the only part that we had
left as a result of the work in 1899, and that's the exterior stone.
Everything else is completely dismantled and replaced and anyway, it had
to be. So only the exterior stone.
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Q: What architectural features of the building would be of interest to
the comunity?

A: Well, I think if we talk only again of only the 0ld Capitol itself--
the whole complex, the underground parking and library, and how this is
all integrated I think is a total interesting thing. But if we zero in
on the old building itself, I think, as an overview which a classical
statement of what a head or seat of govermment would have been in the
mid-nineteenth century--actually it began in 1837. So I don't think
other than the details, and I think there is some creative both
architecture and engineering in the building, though we're talking about
a classical structure. Other than these devices that we used to conceal
the air conditioning and the control systems, how we solved some of the
technical problems of laying in the elliptical surfaces in plaster which
is really almost a lost art nowadays, beyond those things, I think it's
an impact thing, This is really the way the building was reconstructed.
When people would enter the huilding they could sense a space and perhaps
even a feeling that perhaps influenced some of our great leaders and
certainly the greatest, Abraham Lincoln.

Q: Mr. Henderson, are you restoring any other old buildings in Springfield
now or any house that would be of interest?

A: We have been involved in several restorations. Until recently I have
been chairman of the Historical Sites Commission for Springfield for some
six or seven years. Our most recent project that is completed in the
Lincoln Home area itself is the Julius Roserwald home. This is on South
Eighth Street. I think it is an accurate restoration. We did work
closely with the Department of Interior, even previous to their involvement
in the Lincoln Home area, so this has been recognized as a successful
restoration.

Other than in Springfield, we do act as consultants in other commmities
on historic buildings. Not to the restoration stage but, more or less,

recomrending how bulldings can be preserved. So it is part of our work

also,

Q: Thank you Mr., Henderson for your time. I enjoyed very much the
interview,

End of Tape
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Paul Hewitt, February 25, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Corrine Evans, Interviewer.

Q: Mr. Hewitt, it's rather general knowledge that the Capitol of
Illinois was not always in Springfield. Can you tell me where the
predecessors of the 0ld Capitol Building on the Square in downtown
Springfield and this present Capitol Building were located?

A: Well, December 13, 1818, was when Illinois was admitted to the
Federal Union. The first state capitol was in Kaskaskia., Since

that historic day, Illinois has had three govermmental seats, Kaskaskia,
Vandalia and Springfield and six capitols., The first statehouse was
rented. It was a two-story brick building in Kaskaskia. Two years
later the capitol was remowed to Vandalia. After Vandalia became the
capitol in 1820, Kaskaskia deteriorated and gradually disappeared

under the waters of the Mississippi River which lapsed its shores.,

A plain two~story French structure was erected in Vandalia, The first
session of the second General Assembly met in this first state-owned
capitol on December 4, 1820, During that session they passed an act
making Vandalia the seat of government for the next twenty years,

On December 9, 1823, fire destroyed the capitol and during the summer
of 1824, a new building was constructed of brick and it cost $15,000,

Soon thereafter agitation was started for removal of the capitol nearer
to the geographical center of the state. The sentiment caused the
General Assembly to pass an act in 1833, whereby the voters in the
following general election could decide the location of a new state
capitol. A vote was taken but the margin was so small as to be
inconclusive, and the vote was not announced officially., So the
suggested removal from Vandalia was dropped until the 1836-1837 session.

Now in the 1836-1837 session Abraham Lincoln was a member of that
General Assembly and besides Abraham Lincoln there were eight other
legislators from this area who measured six feet or more in height.
They were called the Long Nine. Lincoln represented Sangamon County.
He introduced a bill providing for the Capitol of Illinois to be in
Springfield, and he was backed by eight fellow members which I've
Jjust mentioned.

Residents of Vandalia were determined that they should retain the
capitol, so in the summer of 1836, without authorization and while
the legislature was recessed, they tore down the old capitol. In
its stead they erected a statehouse costing $16,000, This gesture,
however, was in vain. For with the retum of the General Assembly,
Lincoln was successful in having Springfield named the new Illinois
capital.
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Now this goes to show that politics way back in Lincoln's time was very
prevalent., Because here was a commmity that cared enough to maintain
and preserve the State Capitol in their commumnity by dipping into their
own pockets and getting $16,000 to build a tuilding. However, the
legislators took a dim view of the fact that it cost $16,000 or even
the fact that they cared enough to do this and they moved it away

with no care about the cost or other factors.

Well, on February 25, 1837, the Assembly passed a bill providing
that the capital be moved from Vandalia to someplace near the center
of the state., Three days later, Springfield was chosen as the new
capital city. :

Because of the act of the General Assembly of 1820, Vandalia was to
continue as the capital until December 1, 1840, But in June of 1839,
Governor Thomas Karlan issued a proclamation that all state records
be moved to Springfield,

The Eleventh General Assembly returned the Vandalia capitol to the
county of Fayette in the city of Vandalia and the old statehouse

still stands, but now it is state property. And that's a state shrine
certainly and anybody can go down there and see it.

The cornerstone of the state's fifth capitol was laid in Springfield
on July 4, 1837, After many delays the building was completed in 1853
at a total cost of $216,000. And this was double its original estimate
and it goes to show that even a hundred years ago the architects and
everybody involved in planning cannot estimate the cost of government
buildings. And I challenge historians or anybody to look into the
building of government buildings; you will find that they always cost
more than the original estimate,

Q: This is very true.

A: Now the 0ld State Capitol Building which was, at the time we're
talking about--the present State Capitol Building was the first state
capitol building in Springfield. It was built of native limestone
and the limestone came from just south of Springfield nearly in the
area where Sangamon State University is now being built. It's an area
called Cotton Hills and the limestone was cut in five-ton slabs and
it was hauled by oxen from that area to the Springfield area or site.
At that point, it was cut down into workable stones and laid to build
what is now the Old State Capitol.

The Old State Capitol, of course, amid many political debates, was the
site of the historic "House Divided" speech which Abraham Lincoln gave.
The 0ld State Capitol was also the presidential interim White House
when Abraham Lincoln was elected president-elect until he was sworn

in as president in Washington, D.C.

Of course, everybody's aware that this historical building has been
restored by the taxpayers of Illinois and is now a shrine.

Now the present capitol building in the state of Illinois now houses
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the executive offices in the General Assembly and their supporting staffs,
The act to construct the capitol building was passed by the 25th General
Assembly on February 24, 1867. The site was that of the Thomas Mather
home and was a high hill in this locality., Until excavations reduced

its size, the hill was very high and stood on the edge of what is called
the Town Branch of Spring Creek.

Now Spring Creek, at the time that Thomas Mather built his home, began
up above the existing Govemor's Mansion and it ran to the northwest
through the draw which is underneath to the north edge of the existing
Supreme Court Building to the west edge of the Superintendent of Public
Instruction's Weiner Building, under the Armory Building, under the
Records Center Building, under the Ace Hardware, under Jefferson Park
West, and out and emptied into what is now called Lincoln Avenue that
is at the corner of the highway ground which is about two hundred and
eighty acres of ground that is bordered by Lincoln on the west side,
MacArthur on the east side, and Jefferson on the south side.

The first settlers that came to Springfield built their cabins at what
is now called First and Jefferson and this was on the edge of Spring
Creek. Of course, the Illinois country at this time was nothing but
prairie and the only trees that existed were around creeks., So the
Thomas Mather home which 1s the side of the present State Capitol

was a wooded area, being on the edge of the Town Branch of Spring
Creek. And before the present State Capitol was huilt, and during

the time of the Old State Capitol, the Thomas Mather Grove was a
meeting place for political rallies. Abraham Lincoln and Stephen
Douglas at numerous times, had given political speeches on that ground.

Now the act to construct the present capitol building was passed
by the 25th General Assembly which I've already mentioned. The
ground with a sum of money was donated by the City of Springfield.
It was a nine acre plot and it was bounded by Monroe Street on the
north, Jackson and Edwards Street on the south, Spring Street on
the west, and Second Street on the east, When the Statehouse was
built, the street rumning east from it which is the street that
Abraham Lincoln's statue now faces, was called Market Street., When
the State Capitol was built the street was renamed Capitol Avenue.

The ground was broken for the construction phase on March 11, 1868, of
the present capitol building. Occupancy of the building took place
in 1876--twenty-one years after the legislature first authorized its
construction. The building completed cost more than $4,500,000,

The plan profile of the uilding is the form of a latin cross. Total
floor area amounts to 253,000 square feet. The height of the dome
top being 361 feet above ground level and the flag staff top being
505 feet high above ground level. This makes the Illinois Statehouse
74 feet higher than the national Capitol.

Originally, the part of the huilding now used as the first floor was
the basement. A beautiful flight of steps, seventy-three feet broad,
begin a few yards from Second Street and led up to the face of a
large marble colum in front leading into what is now the Governor's
Office reception area. Similar stairs were plamned for the sides
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but were never built., The area we now call the basement used to be
for legislator's horses and buggies.,

Q: Speaking of construction, you pointed ocut to me the heavy stone
blocks in the foundation of this huilding. I also noted the bricked-
up arches in the basement. Were these constructed in this fashion
for a purpose rather than for additional support?

A: No, they weren't, Of course, if you know anything about architecture,
the strongest bind of any kind in building architecture is the arch.

I think the Romans were the ones who invented the arch and the whole
building is based on arches. The building was built by mules and steam
hoists and it was probably some of the first steam hoists ever invented.
England invented the steam engine and probably by the time they were
beginning to build the capitol building here, the steam engine was very
new to this country., The footings for the dome on the capitol building
are forty feet deep and when the footings were dug, it was excavated
into a large vein of coal, a very good vein of coal., And the Capitol
Dome is based on five ton square slabs of limestone built pyramid

style. Now the wings that fall away from the dome that run away from
the dome in all four directions, the footings were twenty feet. We

are renovating the capitol bullding now and we are experiencing the
problem that because the dome footings were so well placed and so deep,
that the twenty-foot wing footings have been falling away from age.

We have been facing a lot of crackage facing the House of Representatives
area and this is one reason that we had to get in here and shore the
building up and try to renovate it, and preserve it.

As 1 said before, the building is built on the arch design. In the
basement area you will find that the arches will run all in one
direction which is east and west, and in the first floor area the
arches will run in the north and south direction. And on the second
floor area, again east and west and pyramiding on up. And of course,
architecturally this makes a very sound building.

We have walls in the basement of the building that are weight-bearing
walls, which are are seventeen feet thick, You have been reading a lot

in the papers lately about the cost of renovating the building., But what
the papers are not saying is the fact that when you start to bore a hole
for example through a seventeen-foot piece of limestone to run an electrical
line or a steam pipe, that it takes maybe a month for that form, changing
the drill bits, and everything. So in renovating this building you are
renowvating what is one of the most unique buildings not only in Illinois,
but one of the most unique buildings in the United States,

Q: Why is this so0?

A: Because of the thickness of the walls, because of its architecture,
because of its uniqueness, its vast area, because of the fact that we
are renovating the building and occupying it at the same time, Not
only are we occupying the building as we're renovating it, the General
Assembly people that makes the laws that everybody abides by are
functioning now.
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Q: Were the basement areas ever used for more than storage?

A: They certainly were. As a matter of fact, back in 1882-1883, when
we occupied the present State Capitol Building, of course there were
really three modes of transportation. The automobile did not exist.
When I say four modes of transportation--but we have no rivers here so
that mode of transportation was unavailable. The three modes of
transportation were: horseback, stagecoach--and when I say horseback
I mean horse and buggy~-and railroad. At that time there were some
railroads running in this area. So, the General Assembly would meet
for a six~month term every two years. And so the legislators that
came down here because of the problem of transportation, usually
stayed, OSo they came here by horseback or by horse and buggy, or
stagecoach, or railroad. And the legislators that came in by horse-
back or horse and buggy, of course, had to have a place to leave their
livestock. And so it's just like the front horseshoe drive that we
have out there now for parking places. We had to have a place to leave
the horses. And so this is what we call the basement now and was then
what the sub-basement was used for. And what you are now sitting in
is the area assigned for the President pro-tempore of the Senate. And
as you'll notice, he had a stall for his horse. And then beyond his
stall is where his stable boy probably stayed, and where he kept the
buggy and shined the brass and so on.

Now in the northwest sub-basement area of the capitol building back
then--~which is the area that we are now huilding a new cafeteria--
was the area the legislators actually stayed. They had an option if
they wanted to go to the hotels in town. At that time the hotels
were the Chenery House, and the St. Nicholas, and the Leland or they
could stay here within this building, In that area there's restroom
area, and the old plumbing still exists there,

Q: Did they have individual rooms or were there just cots or something?
A: It was sort of a dormitory type thing.

Q: This is something that I'm not aware of and being a history student
I am very much interested in this. What other buildings were on the
grounds of this present capitol site?

A: Well, the next building was built in 1918 and it's called the Centennial
Building. It's an L-shaped building and on the west corner of what is

now the Centennial Building which is now a square. Because in 1962,

another L was added to the exisiting 1918 L which made a square building
out of it. But on the west corner was the Ninian Edwards Home and,

of course, Ninian Edwards was one of the first territorial governors,

I think.

He was a Virginian and his wife was a sister to Mary Todd. And so
Mary Todd came up here from Virginia and she lived in this home.

They had many parties out of there and Abraham Lincoln and Stephen
Douglas were two of many young politicians Ninian Edwards entertained
out of the home. Of course, Abraham Lincoln married Mary Todd, and
he married her on that spot. And when we broke ground for the
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Centennial Building in 1962--and I might be wrong about that, it could
have been 196l--we got into the foundation of the Ninian Edwards Home.
And people were coming from near and far and digging the bricks loose

and taking them as souvenirs.

Q: You mean back in 1961 or 1962 you were actually digging up the bricks?

A: Yes, because we had broken the ground back open again for the second
L which made a square out of it. And I got down in there with a concrete
reinforcing rod and I got to shaking the area that used to be the

footing for the old fireplace.

I begin to shake ceramic tile out of there and I got a hold of six
pieces. So I took the pieces, and they were brown tile, They were
stamped that they were kilned in Indiana. I went over to the State
Historical Library, which was headed then by Clyde Walton and he
produced for me a picture of Abraham Lincoln and Mary Todd standing

in front of that fireplace, I was not a collector and I gave all

of them away. I gave one set to the State Historical Library and the
only set that I'll probably be able to come by is my mother's, someday.
I gave her a set, but I gave some to a couple judges. But what I did;
I had the picture reproduced and then the tile matched beautifully.

Q: I would imagine they're worth quite a bit of money.

A: Well, if you're a historical buff, I guess they would be. But we
actually did get in to the footings there of the Ninian Edwards Home.
And, of course, at that time, the Ninian Edwards Home would have faced
north, and Jackson Street would have run right directly in front of
it. Now at this time, the existing situation, is that Jackson Street
is stopped because of the Centennial Building. Then the New State
Office Building parking lot and then it picks up over here again to
the west.,

Q: I don't remember anything about that, being in the Chicago area at
the time., It's very interesting. I am a history major and it's

very, very interesting., And I'm sure that you as a historian and
antique collector have been able to learn many different bits of
information about this one~hundred-year-old capitol building. Can
you tell me some of the stories and anecdotes?

A: Well, the first hanging in Sangamon County took right north of
the existing State Capitol Building in what is now First and Monroe
Streets. It would be right on the bank of the Town Branch of Spring
Creek. At that time there was large trees there and this fellow had
shot his wife, He had caught her and her lover, and he killed his
wife., He was hung from a tree, Right in the area that would be just
about the steps in the sidewalk running along Monroe Street where
First comes in.

Q: What year was this, do you know?

A: I can't tell you that. It would be probably when the Thomas
Mather Home was here or at least the grove was here. And would
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be probably back in about 1804 or 1802, or in there. Now I'll tell
you where you can find that, There's a book of which I told your
father he should read called Sangamon County. And it was written by
Paul Angle who is a historian and the book went out of circulation

and into the historical library I think in about 1934, But I got Myers
Brothers to work through Ralph Newman of the Abraham Lincoln Bookstore
in Chicago and they reproduced the book. And the book at Christmas
time was on sale at Myers Brothers because I bought mumerous ones and
gave them to some of my friends as Christmas presents. But the first
hanging took place at that point.

Q: The building is undergoing considerable renovation at this present
time. What is in store for it in the future?

A: In the future, 80 percent of the building will be occupied by the
State legislature and the other 20 percent will be occupied by the
Executive Branch of government., That is the Govemnor, the Secretary

of State, the Auditor--which is going to be the Comptroller--and the
State Treasurer. And the Executive Branch of govermment will have their
house staffed. The Legislature and their supporting people--which is
their commissions and their staffs--will occupy the other 80 percent of
the building.

Q: Could you tell me anything else about this present capitol building
that would be of interest to the oral history class?

A: 1In 1952, when Charles F. Carpentier was elected Secretary of State
--and Charles F, Carpentier. Carpentier was a Republican State

Senator from Moline before being elected Secretary of State. Knew

its problems--the capitol building was in a very deteriorating condition.
Upon taking office, he dedicated himself to making the capitol building
a building that the taxpayers and the citizens of Illinois could be
proud of. And through his political astuteness, the General Assembly
gave Secretary Carpentier huge appropriations which he spent on
beginning to upgrade the Capitol.,

One thing I want to point out was the bird problem. Because there's a
mill in town and because of the grain involved, there were many, many
thousands of starlings and also many thousands of pigeons that decided
to take up as their home the State Capitol Building., The conditions
were so bad that when the women employees of the capitol building

would leave the north door of the Capitol, they would have to put
newspapers over their hair and hold them to keep from being splattered
by the many birds, Secretary of State Carpentier found a fellow--and

I can't tell you his name--from Springfield that had invented a stickum.
This was a type of gooey, gluey substance that was used to be put around
elm trees to try to fight the Dutch elm disease. This fellow found by
having some kind of mixture and mixing it into this stickum that it
would burmn the bird's feet. And it was found that when the birds
walked on this stickum that they would fly away and never come back.
And so the whole capitol building was surrounded and covered. All

the window ledges and everywhere that a bird would land was covered
with this strip of sticky, gooey substance and it actually eliminated
the bird problem. Carpentier got to be such a bug about the thing
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that he would be in his office in the cgpitol building, and he would
see a pigeon land on the Centennial Building, he would call this guy
and say, 'Hey, we've got a bird over here.'" And you can loock today
and you'll see very few birds on the capitol building. You can walk
around the area and look down on the window ledges and still see this
stripping of sticky gooey material that keeps the birds from coming
back

Also, Secretary Carpentier, in his upgrading of the building, discovered
that in the inner dome was a beautiful stained glass of the State Seal.
It was actually not a reproduction of the seal, but very similar to

the seal. And it was covered by six to eight inches of droppings

by the birds. It was dark and there was no way--it just looked like

a dark area. So, under Carpentier's supervision, the glass and the
area was cleaned up. Huge floodlights now light up the seal and you
can stand in the first floor or even the second floor and you can look
all the way up and see this beautiful stained glass.

The dome is 365 steps from the highest elevator. The easy way to
remember that is one step for every day of the year. The wind, because
of the height of the dome, blows year around very strongly. It can

be July on the ground here and not a blade of grass be blowing and you
go into the dome and the wind will blow so strongly that you can hardly
hold on.

I want to point out the need for renovation of this building and the
Justification for the money that we are spending for renovating it.
Years ago--and it was a Chicago architectural firm that did this--

the plans for the capitol building disappeared. There were no blueprints

of the capitol building. So, from the time the building was built
to the time we began to renovate it, anything that was added on,
nothing was documented.

So we have found that by trying to draw points of the building and trying

to document all the areas while we are renovating, we have found that
we will shut the water line off., We don't even know where the water
line goes. And then we wait for somebody to call up and say, 'Hey,
my john isn't working on three." What happens? The water won't
work, Then we know the water line goes to three, see? Or then we
cut off an electrical line. And then we wait and somebody will call
from four and say, 'Hey, we got no lights up on four." Then we know
that the electrical line goes to four. And this is how ridiculous
the renovation is. I point this out to you to justify the need to
renovate the building.

Q: I would say the renovation is very justified. Mr. Hewitt, I

appreciate the interview very much. I know you're very busy and
I thank you very much, I know my class will enjoy this also.

End of Tape
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Betty Madden, March 17, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Corinne Evans, Interviewer.

Q: For the record, Mrs. Madden, would you please state your profession?

A: TI'm Curator of Art here at the museum [Illinois State Museum]

which entails the decorative arts as a whole. Not only American

but also European art, Oriental art. The last, well, since 1964, I
have been engaged in research of a unique kind. I became aware at

a forum at the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Michigan, that there

had been very little research done on the arts, crafts and architecture
of Illinois. And as a result, I started traveling around the state

in the fall of 1964 and the spring of 1965 looking for articles,
architecture, crafts that had been produced in the state. This resulted
in an expedition which we held in the fall of 1965 with four hundred
loaned articles plus photographs of interesting architectural baildings.

It seemed quite evident after the interest that was displayed in this
exhibition that I should go further with the research, And so I have
traveled probably over twenty thousand miles around Illinois since
that time, making notes, taking photographs and slides., I have also
done a great deal of research in the libraries reading old newspapers,
looking for the craftsmen, the architects, the kinds of crafts that people
are engaged in, the types of houses that were built. This type of
research is absolutely unique, and as a result, for the last several years
I have been setting it down on paper with the hope that in the near future
this information will become available for the general public. The book
will have at least six hundred illustrations since this type of book

is absolutely no good without pictures. And it will include architecture,
interiors of homes and the like of Illinois as a whole.

Q: Thark you. What interest do you have in old huildings?

A: Well, I'm interested in the types of styles that appeared in Illinois
and why they appeared in Illinois because there's usually a reason for
everything. Many of our styles are not entire, just American styles
because we are a great melting pot of many cultures: Germans, Swedes,
came in very early in Illinois, English, the English people brought

in their Georgian styles. And I'm interested in the types of buildings
that the people built according to the climate in which they came from,
the way they conserved heat, whether they built away from the road or
close to the road because of heavy snows in the country where they came
from, I think that the cultural influences of the foreigners in
Illinois have never been brought out and it's very interesting. I'm
interested in the differences in the types of houses in various parts
of the state: vhere we find the most Federal houses, the early Federal
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houses., And of course, this coincides with the growth of the state

- going from the south, in general, toward the northem part of the
state, and then from the northern part of the state spreading downward
and on to the prairies.

I'm interested in why people huilt, what types of houses people built

in various types of envirorments because Illinois was unique in having
a scarcity of trees and wood to build with in various parts of the
state, particularly on the prairies. And I was interested to find

that we had thatched roofs in Illinois because we had many people

coming over from Cornwall, from England, from Ireland, I'm interested
to know that we had adobe and mud houses on the prairies because of the
lack of wood. 1T like to read about, in the old gazetteers, about the
methods of bhuilding houses, how they were described very carefully to
the immigrant how to build a log house, and how much it would cost. I'm
interested in the types of houses the oxdinary builder might erect

in contrast to the types of houses that required the services of an
architect and the influence that skilled craftsmen made on the buildings.
I'm interested in the progression of architectural styles that appeared
in Illinois and the approximate time slots in which they seem to appear
as in contrast to those styles which appeared in the East. There are
many facets that I'm interested in.

Q: Being a history student, I'm very much interested in local history.
Could you tell me about any old historical tuildings in the surrounding
area, especially ones which are unique?

A: T don't know the reason why we seem to lack many buildings of, say
the Greek Revival and Federal style here in Springfield, locally. I
have a feeling that many have been torn down, I'm quite certain.

But of course, the most outstanding piece of architecture in Springfield
is the Old State Capitol Building, the Greek Revival style, one of the
finest old Greek revival huildings in, well, particularly courthouses

or state buildings in America., Many people who go inside this building
feel that it's quite, more sophisticated than it should be that something
built in 1837 would be when, most people feel that Illinois was frontier,
would be much more crude. But the architect of the 0ld State Capitol
had come from New York with the latest styles, and Springfield at that
time was the fashion capitol of Illinois. This was the place where it
would logically have been just like it was built. An older huilding,

of course, is Clayville which is in the area of Springfield, about
twelve miles west of Springfield on Route 125. This is a very fine
brick Federal style of building and is quite unique in our area for

size and the sophistication of its woodwork. It has been recoxrded by
the American Survey and particularly the fine reading on its fireplaces
and the cabinet work as a whole. There are not very many other Federal
buildings, apparently, in the area except perhaps around Bradfordton
where there is a small salt-box type structure, the A-frame.

There is another very interesting Greek Revival structure on South Fifth
Street, It's called the Lush Iles House. This house is very interesting,
and when I first saw it I felt--the house has been moved from a former
location. And so it is two stories now, and I had felt this typically
Greek Revival top story had been set on a later style base. However,
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in going and doing more research, I found that Lush Iles came from
Kaskaskia, Illinois, had been influenced by the French architecture

at Kaskaskia., At Kaskaskia the Pierre Menard house is built on a

lower floor as the plantation houses of around New Orleans are built
with a long stairway leading up to the main quarters on the top floor.
And this evidently is the way of Elijah Iles built his house originally.
So here you see influences of other areas coming in, being brought

in by the settlers., There was at one time a very French-appearing house
in Springfield built by a Frenchman who came to Springfield. It was

a frame house, It's no longer standing., There are not very many

Greek Revival houses other than this in Springfield.

Our houses for the main part are Italianate in style, mid-Victorian.

And one of the most beautiful is not seen too often because it's a little
off the beaten track; it's at 1317 North Third Street, It's called
Cancella House, It's a beautiful Italianate brick home with heavy

stone decoration. This house is probably what we would call Renaissance
Italianate style because it was heavy stone on decoration. There are a
number of houses of this general type in Springfield. One has only to
go down Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Streets to find a number, maybe

behind more modern fronts. Many of our funeral homes are Italianate
structures, final Italianate structures. Unfortunately one of our

very fine Italianate structure which we call Tuscan Villa was destroyed
by fire a few years ago, and this was the Hughes Diller House in north
Springfield., And as far as I know, it was the only fine representation
of a Tuscan Villa in the city, itself.

We have many, many Queen Amne or East Lake-style houses in Springfield
and decorated with the turrets and very elaborate roof details of that
style of architecture., And you should have no trouble finding those
at all, One of the very fine ones is the former Vancil Funeral Home
on North Fifth Street.

Q: Are they going to tear this down, or is this just a rumor?
A: TI've heard the rumor, also. I really can't tell you.
Q: 1 see.

A: It has been bought, and it's being used, it's being rented out

right now., But the interior furnishings of that home were very fine.

The wood screens in the doorways, and it had original embossed paper which
had been gold embossed paper, a beautiful staircase. I think if you'd

go in most of the funeral homes that are old, you will find the interior
woodwork and the plaster omament and that type of thing on the ceilings
quite beautiful.

Q: Is this the brown type of woodwork that . . .

A: Yes. Well, the East Lake style, of course, would be brown. But
some of it has been painted white so that it really isn't typical of
the period,

Q: Okay., Are there a lot of old buildings in the Sangamon County
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area which the general public is not aware of?

A: Yes, T think so, If you know how to go about the country looking
for old houses, it isn't so hard and obviously a house with a cement
block foundation is not old. But one looks for an old stone foundation
or an old brick foundation. One looks for large chimneys that might
have served a fireplace or fireplaces. Then one has to leam the general
architectural features. Some of the hardest places to find are the
Federal houses because these were the plainest, very little decoration,
and one usually looks for the foundation, the chimneys and that sort

of thing on the old Federal houses. Also, some of them are story-and-
a~half houses which weren't built too often later on. We have a very
fine Greek Revival house that an ordinary citizen might have built

near the corner of Route 97 and 125 to Springfield on the way to
Clayville. This is a wood structure but doesn't give us any feeling,

it has no formal porch like the 0ld State Capitol, but there are general
features of Greek Revival style simplified in this house., There are
many such houses on the highways, byways of Illinois area around
Springfield. One must learn these simple features before you can
recognize them.

The town of Petersburg has many old houses including Federal houses

and Greek Revival houses, also the town of Jacksorwille. We must
remember that at one time Jacksonville was the largest town in Illinois,
and it was settled by wealthy people who came from the East and many
who came from England. 'They were interested in culture, as were many
citizens of Springfield. These two towns were the important towns of
Illinois at one time. And we have the fine Beecher Hall over there in
Jacksonville which is a very fine restored Federal-type building. The
Governor Duncan Home is another Federal building which has unfortunately
had a late Victorian porch added on to the front and spoils its nice
simple exterior. There are Greek Revival houses, a number of them in
Jacksonville, There is one house which seems to be unique to the

area, to this Central Illinois area, an octagon house, which there are
at least twenty-five in Illinois still standing. This was a style

of the mid-1800s advocated by Orson Squire Faller of New York. The
house at Jacksonville is a frame house. There is in the town of Griggsville,
not too far away but still in Central Illinois, a masonry type of
octagon house, the type that Mr, Faller advocated in the first place.

I think one will find a number of small towns that I can't recollect
right now in the area. One has only to consult the history books

and find out when the various towns were platted. These are the places
we go to look for old houses, It doesn't pay to go to the towns which
were mainly established later on.

Q: Okay. How much time do you spend lecturing on the subject of old
buildings, Mrs. Madden?

A: I spend a good deal of time lecturing, and I have not asked a fee
for my lectures simply because this is one means by which I am able

to gain more information. I have an in when I am invited to a town.
Usually T ask before I go if they will point out to me the old houses

in the town, if they will bring to the lecture articles made in

Illinois with all the information that they have about them and what kind
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of industries were carried on in the town. I usually visit the local
library, I go into their local history books and also into their
newspapers and city directories. I gain much more, I am sure, than my
audience does. (laughs)

However, there appears to be a great hunger for this type of information,
and people appear to be amazed at the types of things that were made
in Illinois very early and types of houses that were built, the amount
of sophistication that was in Illinois very early before the 1830s

and during the 1830s. They are surprised at the amount of old houses
found in southern Illinois and that there were French villages in
Illinois at all, We have been a very poor advertiser of our state, 1
find, except for our great national leaders. We are a politically
oriented state rather than a culturally oriented state. And yet, it
is surprising the amount of culture that we find in some of the

old evidences in such towns as Belleville which was settled very early
by Germans, and these were a cultured people who came into Illinois.
They came to America with titles, and they were not used to farming,
but they erected houses and as a result, brought their culture with
them; they established art, and they were fine wod carvers. Some of
their houses are unique in the brick work, decoration under the eaves.
They were very fine brick masons, stone masons, wood workers, artists,
musicians, This is only one type of town that I have discovered in
Illinois in my travels.

Of course, then we have the Swedish towns such as Bishop Hill, Galeshurg.
We have the Mormons and the different styles of architecture, Eastemn
architecture and English architecture that were brought into Nauvoo.

I find it very discouraging sometimes in going to some of these towns

to give talks that people have not the slightest idea of who made
something but are more interested in who lived there or who owned.

This is something I'm trying to rectify. I'm trying to show people

that the artist in the old days was a respected individual, that it
takes much more talent to make something or to build something than

to omr it. The results have been very encouraging.

Q: Thank you, Mrs, Madden; this interview has been quite rewarding
to me and beneficial, and I know the oral history class will enjoy
this, I've learned a lot, and I hope you have a lot of success in
your adventure.,

End of Tape
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Dr. Fmmet Pearson, January 31, 1972, Springfield, Illinois,

Corimne Evans, Interviewer,

Q: The first question I have, Dr. Pearson, for the record would you
please state your profession.

A: I'm a doctor of medicine. It's rather interesting that as one

goes around the country the number of doctors, M.D.'s, who have involved
themselves in the preservation and restoration movement. And in

New England, for example, in several places when old homes and taverns
and places, one makes inquiry, you find that the doctors have been,
probably, much greater numbers in proportion to the number of doctors

in any other group in the preservation movement,

Q: The next question I have, Dr. Pearson, is, what is Clayville and
why did you restore it?

A: Well, Clayville tavem is one of the few remaining wayside stagecoach
stops in Illinois. I've done some study from Cairo to Galena on

this subject and have found the sites of some four hundred stagecoach
stops along the main lines before the railroads came, And of those
several hundred sites I've found about thirty or forty buildings in

some state of repair. People live in some of them, most of them,

in fact, they've been abandoned as Clayville was. There is one other
stagecoach stop that has been restored partly, and that's at the

Rattly Inn at Carmi in White County, Illinois. That is owned by the
White County Historical Society.

Why did we restore it? Well, let me say first a little of the details,
This place was built in either 1824 or 1834, depending on what authority
one goes by, but it seems that it must have been rather early because in
1825 it was described by the great Methodist preacher Peter Cartwright.
And therefore, we think that it must have been built at least a year
before that. This remained as a sort of a wayside place for some
twenty years and as the railroads came, it continued to be in use as

a more or less boardinghouse place where drovers and cattle buyers
would come from the East to spend the winter in Illinois while they
bought up the cattle to ship to the East the following spring.,

The next part of the question is why do we restore it? This building
was one of the two buildings in central Illinois that were thought to

be worthy of study by the Historic American Building Survey of 1935. The
other one being the Old State Capital Building which has been restored.
My wife, Mary, and I had visited many inns, old inns, across the country
and in Europe and we found that this building was architecturally as
interesting as many we'd seen in other places. It had wonderful
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woodwork, all walmut, Bricks were handmade on the grounds and the
other features of the building indicated it's a very early type of
construction, We felt it was a must to restore it.

Q: Dr, Pearson, I know that you are an active member of historical
organizations. Could you name some of these?

A: Well, I was one of the founders of the Sangamon County Historical
Society and 1I'm now on the board of the Illinois State Historical

Society, Perhaps the group I'm most proud of, however, is the Clayville
Folk Arts Guild, which is volunteer not for profit organization. It was
founded around Clayville to not only preserve the architectural things
around there but to preserve knowledge of the arts and crafts of the
period of early Illinois of the 1830, 1840, 1850 period. This organization
carries on educational activities throughout the year and performs the
festivals in the spring and fall,

Q: In addition to Clayville, would you name any other historical
buildings in this vicinity which the general public is not aware of?

A: Most of the historic buildings that are open to the public of

great interest are already generally known to the public. For

example, the restored Old State Capital Building, the Lincoln Home.

The Edwards Home next to the Lincoln Home. And in this general category
should be mentioned the wonderful collection of early Illinois things
which is in the State Museum. Although this in itself is not a historic
building it does contain a considerable wealth of historical, decorative
arts. The oldest house standing in Springfield is on South Fifth

Street. At one time it was located around the square but was moved many
years ago. This has been bought by a private group of people in order

to preserve the building. There are several other very good old houses

of the pre-Civil War period around Springfield but unfortunately none

of them have been thoroughly restored nor completely decorated as a

period house. This would be a very important feature to making Springfield
a place for tours of old houses as is being done in other cities like
Natchez, Mississippi, Columbus, Mississippi; Hollow Springs, Mississippi,
and so forth, There Dr, Barringer and his wife have preserved and partially
restored the Freeman Hughes house at the comer of Walmut and Monroe
street. The interesting thing about this house is it still had all the
fumiture in it, This is of the Victorian period.

The oldest church in Springfield is First Presbyterian Church. The
comumity was organized in 1818, The present building they occupy is
not the original building but it was apparently occupied sometime in
the 1860s, Part of the Lincoln children and Mrs. Lincoln were huried
from this church. About ten years ago plans were under way to demolish
this church and build a new one on its site. Some of the members became
excited about this. The architectural or decorative features of this
church are the six glass windows which were put in the church by Louie
Tiffany in the early part of the 20th century. later other stain windows
were added. A vote of this congregation several years ago, the people
who where interested in restoration, and preservation, the building

was then repaired by engineers for Bisch and the building is now
structurally sound. Here one can see preserved for the future is the
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wonderful stain glass windows in addition to other axchitectural features
of the building, First Methodist Church, that's still standing and it
may also be preserved, This building is of somewhat later vintage

bat has very interesting architecture. It has a movement underway

at the present time to demolish the Lincoln Library on South Seventh
Street, This is a very old huilding but it is an interesting Greek
Revival style and there may be some justification in preserving it.

A number of buildings, houses and churches in Sangamon County. There's
a stone house three miles east of Rochester which is so old that the
earliest pioneers called it the Old House. No one seems to know who
built it or why. I had a woman do some research on it and she was
convinced it was built for the military before Illinois became a state,
But there's no way to get any additional information on that as far

as we know because there's absolutely no record of this huilding. It's
still standing, it's abandoned and about to fall apart. Something that
somebody ought to preserve., It's still in a condition that it could be
preserved, There's a wonderful church at Island Grove which is brick
and built sometime before the Civil War., This is a Methodist church,
It has a very appealing, I don't think appealing is the right word,

but let's say very interesting cemetery around this church.

There's another stagecoach stop about twelve miles southeast of Springfield
which was on the route between Springfield and Vandalia which is

brick and in very good state although it is abandoned and is falling

apart and furthermore it will be at the bottom of the new lake. So

if anybody had means to roll this building up to high land and restore

it, it would be one of the fine places that would certainly be worth
keeping and I suspect in some years to come people will say, 'Why didn't
someone do that?"

The town of Petersburg has the best old homes near Springfield.
Jacksonville, which is a lttle farther away, has many more fine old

homes of the antebellum period. But they're tearing them down rather
rapidly, now, also. A few wonderful courthouses in surrounding comumities,
the most fabulous which is in Carlinville, the county seat of Macoupin
County. This edifice is almost unbelievable. A few are good old houses
and some good old houses in the other surrounding counties and particularly
county seats like Hillsboro, Taylorville, Decatur, Lincoln, and in Cass
County at Beardstown. A beautiful job of preservation and restoration

has been done on the old courthouse where Lincoln was in the famous

Almanac trial.

Q: How much time would you estimate you spend on your historical
activities and Clayville?

A: Well, T work seven days at my profession and spend two extra days

at Clayville which makes it a nine day week, One of the interesting
features of Clayville when it was in its heyday was it was the center
of activities for the Whig political party. This was during the time
that Henry Clay was rumning for president on several different occasions
and the place was renamed from Broadwell's Tavermn to Clay's Ville., The
papers of that period record interesting meetings that were held there
and also they formed a Clay's Men's Glee Club, In the organization
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of Clay's Men one of the members was Abraham Lincoln. Lincoln became
the lawyer for members of the Broadwell family which extended over a
period of about twenty years during which time various memebers of the
family were suing each other., Two cases went to the Supreme Court and
Lincoln was involved.

The architecture of Clayville is called Federal, which is a simple
American style adapted to the frontier and did not involve great skill,
although the workmen of Clayville must have been fairly skilled. We
believe they were Germans. The building looks very much like some
buildings we have seen in Pernsylvania. There are great hand hewed
exposed timbers supporting the house, All the mantles, doors, jams,

and all of the woodwork is solid black walrnut which is said to have been
cut from walnut trees on the grounds., The original hand dug stone

cases well is still in operation. The furniture of the period for the
inn have came from houses and Sangamo Country which means that the
counties that border on the Sangamon River., The decorative arts represent
the transitional period between the frugal cabins of the frontier

like New Salem and the more comfortable homes there were developing

in Springfield before the Civil War. For example, some of the furniture
was fairly good although much of it was primitive, Paintings of the period
were mostly done by itinerant or unskilled painters. Unskilled artists.

The brick oven in the kitchen is the only brick oven we know west of
the Allegheny Mountains that still can be used and is used to bake
bread and other baked goods.

There was a crossroads village at one period but all of the outer
buildings decayed and were torn down but have now been replaced by other
authentic buildings. The log cabin is believed to have been built

in 1817 and another one in 1846. Two bamns of the pre-Civil War
period. These buildings in composite make up a pair of folk life
village. People on crafts and activities of the Illinois period.

One of the buildings is occupied by the Country Kitchen educator
which serves food. The pioneers craft shop in one of the buildings
where the members of the Clayville Folk Arts Guild sell their handmade
handicraft items., The barm is used as a summer theater in the round.
There is a pottery studio in the lean-to of one of the barns. And the
artists colony occupies the central part of one of the bams. An
authentic early blacksmith shop is in operation and a pretty studio.

And a fairly new attraction there that is being taken at Clayville is
the adding of certain features of the living pioneer farm. Hire plowing
will be done by horses and the other farming methods will be those of
the period before the Industrial Revolution. This type of pioneer

farmm is being enlarged and will be supported morally by the Smithsonian
Institution of Washington.

Q: Well, Dr. Pearson, thank you very much for your time and your

interview, I'm very much interested in the history of old buildings
and felt I've learned something.

End of Tape
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Dr. Wayne Temple, March 3, 1972, Springfield, Illinois.

Corimne Evans, Interviewer.

Q: Dr. Temple, could you explain the history of the Archives Building
and why the architecture is so unique?

A: Illinois has about the third oldest archival program in the United
States. Work began here in 1921 by an act of the Illinois State Legislature
to form an archives. It wasn't until the following year, 1922, that the
program actually got underway. At that time, records from many official
state offices such as the Adjutant General and the Governor's Office

and the papers of the legislature were collected and stored in vaults
which were in the basement of the present Centennial Building which had
been built to commemorate the centernial of Illinois' statehood. It was
soon discovered that these vaults were in a very poor place; being in the
basement, they tended to be sometimes damp and they were not nearly large
enough to accumulate the vast holdings that soon came into Miss Norton's
possession., She was the first archivist, Margaret C. Norton, a very
distinguished lady.

The thing that actually brought about the building of the current structure
was a disastrous fire which occurred in the old Armory on the 18th of
February, 1934. This fire had been purposefully set there by a demented
person and it destroyed many of the Adjutant General's records that

were held in the vaults in the Armory. By the way, the present structure
Armory was rebuilt on the exact site of the older building. But Secretary
of State Edward Hughes said that this should never be repeated again;

that as far as the sadness of the destruction of such important records,
he immediately sponsored a bill in the legislature in 1935 to see that an
adequate archives building could be constructed. He was very successful.
So that in the spring of 1936 in the midst of the Great Depression, the
first footings were put in and that fall a comerstone was dedicated and
about two years later on the 26th day of October in 1938, the Illinois
State Archives Building was dedicated.

Now it had been built at a cost of approximately a half a million dollars.
This is not counting the furnishings and the art-metal cabinets to store
records and those types of things you would specifically think of as the
appointments necessary to run a building. Because of the depression,

this cost was kept so very, very low. Also available were some of the
most skilled artisans and workmen because labor was trying to find jobs
and there wren't simply enough places to find employment; so, skilled
laborers were seeking some appointment they could fill.

As it was then, the finest of Bedford limestone came over here for this
building out of the mines near Bedford, Indiana. They are solid blocks

not like today when veneer is laid on structural brick or some other
material. But these are solid blocks of Bedford limestone.







