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Preface 

Tnis m u s c r i p t  is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted 
by Corrine Evans for the Oral History Office on h r c h  10, 1972. Linda 
Jett transcribed the tape and Susan Jones edited the transcript. 

A t  the the of this interview Wlliam Alderfer was an I l l inois  State 
Historian and executive director of the Illinois State Mstorical Society. 
In this m i r ,  a. Alderfer discusses his duties as a state historian, 
the purpose of the State Historical Tibrary, and the reconstruction of the 
Old State Capitol. Mr .  Alderfer also discusses the survey conducted by 
the l kpa rmnt  of Conservation t o  identify historical s i t es  i n  I l l inois.  

Readers of the oral history m i r  should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken mrd, and that the inrerviewr, narrator and 
editor sought to  preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historicdl sources. Sangamn State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i x ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in  whole or in  part  by any mans, electronic o r  ~ c h a n i c a l ,  
without pemission in  writing frm the Oral History Office, Sanganon 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



William Alderfer, March 10, 1972, Springfield, Illinois. 

Corinne Evans, Interviewr . 
Q. M r .  Alderfer, for the record muld you state your profession please? 

A. I an the historian for the State of I l l inois,  a state historian, and 
also given the dual responsibility of being the Executive Director of 
the privately supported Il l inois State Historical Society. The interest 
you have i n  historical s i t es  and the reason for this interview is very 
apparent over here at the Old State Capitol where w are ncm talking 
together, because it: is the Historical Library that provides much of the 
research that wnt  into the reconstruction of t h i s  tuilding. Our interest 
i n  historic site deve lopn t  generally ccms from the charge that this 
Historical Library is to preserve all the pieces of infomration &ether 
they k books, photographs, maps, or drawings, what have mu, that wuld 
be of interest to  the historian. And of course since hbrld b r  I1 there 
has k e n  a great deal of emphasis on the preservation of htildings 
because we 're seeing, on a daily basis you might say, one or another of 
our historic structures are destroyed by the march of progress. 

And at the State Historical Library and Society we are often asked to 
delineate the history of a bAldmg. In other wrds anstier that very 
simple question, "Is the tuilding historic and haw historic is it?" So 
that people who are engaged in restordtian and reconstruction wrk w i l l  
kncrw whether they are spending their  t k  wisely i n  restoring a Ixlildmg 
or not. And so as the State Historian I s i t  on a statewide c d t t e e  
which is a t  the present tim preparing a list of priori t ies for the 
state of I l l inois  to  use in allocating its tax funds, its general revenue 
funds, for that one mal l  part of the to ta l  state endeavor. And that 
small part be- the preservation of the State Historic Sites. 

The interesting thing about the rmvernent t o  preserve historic s i tes  is 
that many people confuse the architecture of a tui lding with the history 
of a kuilding. Not  king an architect I wuld defer t o  other people t o  
tell  me what txlilding structure or what element i n  a bi1di.n.g is 
architectxtrally important whereas I wuld prefer and feel rmch safer 
when people ask tw what Ixlilding is historical regardless of haw it 
looks or who bilt it, dm the architect was, or &t kind of material 
went into it. 

It 's in this  respect that this Old State Capitol is one of the mst 
historic bildings i n  I l l inois and even i n  the country. Because a h i ld ing  
is historical i f  somthing happened there or s m w n e  lived there. Wen 
an event occurred i n  the tuilding or on the site, that's v h a t  nukes a 
tuilding historical. And so while this kuilding has an architecture 
that I couldn't by any stretch of the h g i n a t i o n  say that it was unique, 
b e w e  it is a Grecian architecture that was p a t t e d  af ter  Greek 
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temples ohiously. 'Ihe Greeks have a lot  of those temples and therefore 
this is not a d w l y  designed hi lding.  The tuilding is, however, 
interesting frm the standpoint that Abraham Lincoln spent what public 
l i f e  he had before he kcam President of the United States, he spent 
rmch of that public l i f e  here i n  this h i l d i n g ,  in and around it. And 
it vas for that reason that the state of I l l inois decided t o  restore the 
txlilding . 
Q. bhen did dl this take place, the restoration of this Wilding? 

A. ell, as a matter of fact, people knew th i s  hrilding was historic. 
They sensed the importance of Abraham Lincoln a l m s t ,  how should I put 
that, as soon as he m s  assassinated. This building was king used as 
the state capitol and there =re rmv-nts afoot to mmria l ia?  Abraham 
Lincoln wen at that t i r e .  And *n the new s ta te  capitol was  hilt i n  
1876, the present state capitol, this hzilding m s  sold to  Sangamn 
County t o  be wed as a courthouse. People knew that this ms a h i ld ing  
that ws an important building. 

It w s  about 1899 when the occupiers of this building, this ws the 
Sanganon County Building, =re running wt of roan that  they wdered  
how the county was go- to  get more ram. And it became an issue here 
locally. % what they w l d  do with this b i ld ing  . . . now scm 
people said they ought t o  tear it dam, s e l l  the lots  to  private 
bsinesses and h i l d  a new courthouse on a corner of this square, 
situated on the square. 

Q. A new courthouse on this particular . . . 
A. A new corner and p y  for it with the proceeds. You see this was the 
rmst expensive land in Sprngfield. This was the best site and therefore 
they thought that businesses vmuld lxy the land and the county could 
txlild a courthouse without rmch other expenditure. But that flew i n  the 
face of those people &o admired this building because it w s  a bilding 
where Abraham Lincoln had done so mch of his wxk. And so they said, 
'l*, d m t  ~ ' 1 1  do is t,e w i l l  add another floor to  the hi ld ing.  lhat 's 
what w need is m r e  xmn. Let's add another floor to  the hildimg." 
k11, how do you do that? k11, they decided that they wuld raise the 
building up abut tw lve  feet  and insert a new first floor. 

Q. k t  year w s  that, Mr. Alderfer? 

A. And by 1901 that ramcleling project uas done. 'Ihe other interesting 
thug abut that was that the insides e r e  practically gutted. 

Q. Gutted fran what? 

A. Frm raising the h i ld ing  up. 'Ihe interior  of the Old State Capitol 
was then changed. A new d m  was put on, a cupola, a new roof w s  done 
at the sane time, a new f i r s t  floor. So that by the time Sangarnon 
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County again ran out of rocm, mich m s  in the late 1950s, and the decision 
was made to h i l d  a new courthouse, the present Sangairon County Courthouse, 
the state of Il l inois said that it muld plrchase the site, purchase it 
back £ran the county and muld restore the tuilding to  what it appeared 
like &en Abraham Lincoln w s  living. 

b11, the chief problem was that the interior was very rruch different. 
They had to get rid of that third floor &ich was the first floor and so 
the decision was  rnade to save nothing ht the outside skin of the 
buildhg. Ijn other wrds, this b i l d i n g  is  almost a total reconstruction. 
There is not one original thing in the construction of the interior of 
the Old State Capitol. 'ihe only original part of the hilding is the 
store on the outside. 

Q. stone i t se l f ,  nothing inside then is original other than the 
stone? 

A. Now this is in the bi ld ing  . . . 
Q. In the b i l d i n g  itself. 

A. . . . materials, paas there. k do have original paintings and 
hmishuzgs.  But very few of those because the state of Illinois a l l  
m e d  out: in 1876 and they jwt sold and otherwise dispersed a l l  the 
P W = t Y  

Q. I wasn't amre of this. 

A. Oh, yes. &en the state mrved into its new hi lding,  the present 
capitol, they had all new furniture. They didn't want to take anything 
fran this old decrepit Euilding here. In fact the state w s  anxious to 
m e  fran this site about ten years before they finally did. It was in 
the 18509 or 1860s, that they began to say that th is  hilding m s  no 
longer usem as a seat of govemnt .  And they w t  have a new state 
capitol. 

(2. %is is very interesting. Because I'm learning sanething £run the 
interview and being a history major, my favorite area is of Lincoln, and 
there are so m y  things that I 'm learning abut the Lincoln legend 
i t se l f  that I 'rn not aware of. And I 'm finding this true of m y  
interviews that I 'm learning a lot. 

A. ell, Lincoln had a great deal to  do with this building, the Old 
State Capitol. And I would think that you have a question here, you 
knm, 'That is unique a b u t  the architecture of the Old State Capitol?" 
A s  I said, the architecture £ran my point of view is not uniqpe. I t  is 
mxleled after Greek architecture, Greek temples, And so the architect 
had his mxlels already in front of him. He did not think up anything 
new as did, say, Fradc Lloyd Wright or sane other architect dm c e  with 
a new style. 

. I see. 
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A. But his model ws a perfect IIlodel of Greek temples. The interesting 
thing or one of the interesting th ing  about the architecture of this 
building was that the people here in t om  i n  the late 1830s thought 
that the Ixlilding wuld be mde out of brick and if you =re to mke it 
out of brick you probably wuldn't &el it after a Greek temple. It 
wid have been sam other kind of tuilding. And it wasn't until the 
architect, John F. w, R-A-GU-E, came on t h ~  scene and had this very 
definite pint of view that it ought to  be mde out of stone and that 
there was a place &ere this stone could be found locally, that the 
architecmre of this h i ld ing  PELS finally determined. 

Another interesting thing is  they held a competition for dm muld 
design the tuilding. If you tuned i n  the best design, the bilding 
c d s s i o n e r s  thought your design was the best, then they wuld give you 
the job of being the architect. And w? found soane of the losing plans 
but WE never found John F. Ebgue's plans. 

Q. I think s0111eone has wntioned to  me that smeone drew up a design 
for this building if I 'm correct, scareom who m s  not an architect, 
was just a person, a citizen of Spring£ield, and his drawing; had wm for 
this &s@* 

A. Yes. 

Q. I think this is &at I've been told. 

A. Tnat was Rape. He was hired as the architect of the bi ld ing.  You 
have to be careful a b u t  hw you use those phrases. Obviously Ebgue 
knew txlildings, lxlt there t a s  no architectural profession i n  thase days. 
k was a skilled hilder I think is probably what you would have called 
him. Althou* they did use the wrd architect. And so that's the way 
I'm using it, in their sense. 

[There m s ]  difficulty In hilding a statehouse with these very heavy 
stones. 'Ihey wighed tons and tons, each one of them. SUE of them. 
Each one mighed m y  tons. 'Ihe building wsn ' t  really f ina l ly  
completed until 1854, h i c h  reant that that was fourteen years after they 
started. llhe f i r s t  legislature wzls held in here i n  kcmber of 1839. 
And it wasn't unti l  1854 that they finally cocnpleted the 'Lxlilding. It's 
kcause it was such a difficult job. Zhe accounts of the t k s  say that 
the grounds around the old capitol e r e  littered w i t h  stone, mst likely 
portico's stone kcawe  those were, that wis the part of the tuilding 
that was finished last, Ztrose twelve foot extensions on the north and 
south wre porticos and steps. 'Ihese viere the entrances and exits to  
the hilding. 

Q. &re all the governmental offices located in this kilding? 

A. Not always, no. Not a l l  of them. Frcm tim t o  t h  they had to  
rent rams outside, across the street  or ~OMI the street. They used 
churches a lot, churches e r e  very anxious t o  let the legislature use 
their hildings for one thing or another. 



I guess to get back t o  my original staterwnt, wz here a t  the Historical 
Library try mt to confuse architecture with history. They are very 
different. Now there is the history of architecture &ich can t e l l  you 
what kind of a htilding is historical in  term of the architectural 
history of our time, lxlt for the most part what we do here a t  the State 
Historical Society and Library is to  look at what happzned in  the tuilding, 
who lived there, and then take it £ran there and t r y  to  return tuildings 
to their original period. (pause) 'Ihe state of Illinois, along w i t h  the 
other 49 states, is n a ~  engaged in a pragram to identify all its historical 
sites so that  it can participate in a progrm of mtching funds and 
grants and therefore receive large sum of federal help. 

Q. I heard scmething about M s .  Are there going t o  be any brochures 
or any caverage of this so that the general public is made awre of this 
i n  the state of Illinois? 

A. Well, this survey is already being conducted. Naw, it 's not being 
conducted by the Historical Library and Society, it 's king conducted 
by a group of people who are contracted by the kparbnent of Conservation. 
It's a program of the kpartrrent of Conservation, because that is the 
agency that rrwns mst  of the historic sites in Illinois. And the office 
is in  Benton, Illinois. It's not even i n  Springfield. So i n  order to 
get informtion you n u t  write or travel to  knton. 

Q. This is in  southern Illinnis? 

A, Yes, that's i n  southern Illinois. And each quarter I guess they've 
been averaging abut three to five bildings placed on what 's know as 
the National Register, And once the hilding is placed on the National 
Register then it qualifies to receive these federal h d s .  

(2. Are there any around the Springfield area that  are being considered? 
Is the Lincoln Hem one of these? 

A. Qh, the Lincoln Hrme has been on the National Register, yes, long 
kfore the National Preservation Act of 1966 w s  passed. ?his is the 
matching fund act. Ihe Lincoln Haw ws on that, This bildimg a s  
tca . 
Q. I see. Are there any other hildings i n  Springfield? 

A. Yes, the Vachel Lindsay Ham m s  just put on the National Ekgister. 
I can't be sure without locking at the list. I just can't recall. I ' d  
hiwe t o  look at the list to know i f  there e r e  any other hrildhgs that 
are on the National Register fzm Springfield. But once the survey is 
over--in other wrds there is a team of people that are looking at 
buildings and places because scme of these registry properties w i l l  not 
be tuildmgs, they'll be archaeological sites for example--once this 
team has decided d~at are the historical places of Illhis, then there 
will be grants made t o  restore them. h d  we'll be able to give SCXE 

kind of priority. 

Right now when you talk of preserving historic sites,  you don't have any 
idea of priorities and the mney, and these are very large sum of rmney. 
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And mne of these restorations are just l i t t l e  things. 'Ihey alwys tend 
to be m y ,  many thousands of dollars. Each one of then. So public 
officials are very loath to  restore one s i t e  and spend all their efforts, 
You knaJ there i s  a finite quality to  the money. You just can't pour 
a l l  your mney on one thing. Zhe public officials then are very loath, 
without a priority listing, to mnt to  spnd rmch m y  on this because 
mxt year they could be criticized for not havirg spent the mney on 
scmething else, that is xmybe mre important and it w l d  have had a 
higher priority. So this is &at the state is waiting for, i t 's  witkg 
&ously for this . 0 

Q. This has been a problem I think because w've been trying to do t h i s  
with Lincoln's h e .  And I knw that they've had a lot  of problem 
trying t o  do this, the press coverage on this. 

A. Ml1, Lincoln's h m  now is a l l  taken care of. 

Q. cxl, it is? 

A. ell, the Lincoln IIome i tself  is, as a restored site. 'Ihere is mt 
much that wuld  need to  be done t o  that. B u t  then, well, I shouldn't 
say that because every restorationist, i f  you want to use that term, kas 
their o m  idea abut what is permissible in  the restoring and what 
isn ' t . Now i f  you were to  ask rrre , you see, I would say you don't disturb 
the Lincoln Hem one little bit. Nuw when the National Park Service 
cares in, they may have an idea a b u t  all the old wod, the original 
wed ought to  be taken off because maybe it doesn't lock so good. You 
can't keep a good coat of paint on the house, so on and so forth. 50 
there is a l l  these l i t t l e ,  mall--which aren't small actually in  term of 
h a t  needs to  be done--kt they are l i t t l e  individual decisions that 
have to  k made as you restore it. And *n I say that the Lincoln H ~ E  
is therefore taken care of, t o  IE it is a very fine restored site . . . 
Q. It's a kautiful htilding. 

A. But h t  needs to be done d& there ncrw is  to clear off that area, 
and this is where the federal g w e r m n t  is stepping in. They are going 
to, wer the years they have pranised to pour abut eight million dollars 
into restoring the square or the four block area called the Uncoln Korrre 
Area, taking out al l  the cmmrcial attractions and tuildings that they 
don't feel are appropriate i n  the area, and d i n g  a n&r of other 
l i t t l e  historical attractions there that w i l l  enhance then the value or 
the beauty of the Zjncoln HUE itself. 

p. I see. 

A. So that  w s  a project that was just finished. And now, you see, the 
state of Illinois doesn't have to mrk. The state of Illinois can naw 
spend its mney on other sites and let the federal govenment pour in  
all that eight million dollars. Save ourself a big chuck of dough. 
(pause) Do you have m y  other questions? Have I . . . 
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Q. Cavered than quite ell, Mr. Alderfer. 

A. I don't m t  to answr those other tm a b u t  dxit tuildings in 
Spring£ i e l d  that can k considered historical. Just generally I cwld  
say this though: Any txlildimg in FJhich an event or a person lived who 
had an impact, that had an irapact on the person, had an impact on aur 
history, these m l d  be buildings that w should save. I muldn't care 
&at the architecture a s ,  *ether they lock pretty or not. 

Q. I agree with that. Is there anything else that m i g h t  be beneficial 
to the oral history class that you night knw abut that the general 
public isn't awre of, possibly? 

A. In terms of historic sites? 

Q. Yes, or old hildings. 

A. Or old tuildings. No, I don't laow that I 'rn privy to any informtion 
that isn't public knowledge, so I can't think of anything, I can't think 
of m y  scoop* 

Q. Ckay, fine. lhmk you very much for tihe interview, Mr. Alderfew. I 
really appreciate your tirne and effort. I knw you're very b y  and I 'm 
sure the oral history class will enjoy the interview. 

A. Okay. 

End of Tape 



Preface 
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Low11 Anderson and James Hickey, March 17, 1972, Springfield, Illinois. 

Corrine Evans, Intewiewr. 

Q: kfr. Anderson, why is the governor's m i o n  being restored and how 
old is it? 

A: b w l l  Anderson] The governor's m i o n  is being restored because 
of an act of legislature and it t;as begun i n  1853 and completed i n  1855. 

H: [James Hickey] Over the past ten or fifteen years public opinion has 
pret ty much demanded that the m i o n  be retained and the s i te  be retained 
rather than hilding a new mansion a t  sane other location. lhis  was 
determined by prwiaus c d s s i o n s  c.harged with doing solrrething about the 
executive mansion and after m y  hearings and mch publicity they determined 
that the public w s  overwhelmingly in  favor of the rehabilitation of the 
original. 

Q: h t  major changes are taking place in  the reconstruction? 

H: kll, first of a l l ,  I don't like the term reconstruction, nor restoration 
either as far as that ' s concerned. It ' s really a rehabilitation and as 
far as the old mansion i s  concerned, there are very few changes taking 
place. A s  for the overall project, the major change is the addition to 
the rear of the old mansion which, in a sense, is duplicate in style in  
every respect to the old rrransion i tself .  In the old mansion, about the 
only change that's taking place i s  that we've r m e d  a sliding door 
partition b e ~ e n  what was hown as the state dining roan and a family 
dining roan, h t  the state dinhg roam now w i l l  include the tm areas and 
this rather unusual partion ms removed. 

Q: Is t h i s  where they held sarne of the receptims? 

A: Right. 

Q: After the restoration is ccxnpleted, h t  original features w i l l  be 
left? 

A: Qll, in  the preserved portion w 've tried to preserve as much of the 
mansion as possible remving only the parts necessary to improve the 
mdernization of the mchanical equipment such as air-conditioning and new 
heating ducts, new wirirg, new plumbing. A l l  of this had to be replaced. 
But for the mst part the structure, i t s e l f ,  w i l l  remain as it was before. 
Since the interior had been replastered several t k s ,  mst of the areas 
w i l l  have new plaster; k t  the structure i tself  w i l l  r a i n  the same. It 
w i l l  be reinforced throughout with steel beam laced in beteen the exLsting 
joints and beams. 
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H: bk might add, though, there's no change in  style. An outsider coming 
in, once i t ' s  completed, w i l l  notice very l i t t l e  difference in  the interior 
of the mansion, or the exterior either. Saw w i l l  notice the fact that 
the grand staircase has been put back to the way that it originally w s .  
This is a big change; k t ,  of course, the stairs w 're tearing out: e r e  
added in 1900. So w e  're going back to the original structure. 

Q: Could either one of you say why the ~ 1 1  is being constructed around 
the mansion? 

H: First of a l l ,  there m s  a wall on the back of the property. have 
put that back for historical reasons because it was there and so it has 
k e n  put back. &I the east side, there m s  a tall, halfmy up the yard 
which enclosed the garden. The garden was srnall and since the need for a 
garden is primarily for public functions, w m t e d  to enlarge it. So 
that w a l l  on the east side m s  w e d  dom to the street. The s m  size 
and ~ s e  thing, and a l l  m have done is simply moved it from the 
middle of the yard dom to the sidewalk. So that is for historical 
reasons. h the =st side, of course, there ms again a wall on the 
back. The wall extends dom Fourth Street to the north. It's primarily 
to hide facil i t ies a t  the back, such as garbage r m a l  and the parking 
area. And the intent of that w s  to hide things that might not be attractive 
to the plblic. %re m s  no intent to hide the m s i o n  or anything else 
and i t 's  as simple as that. 

For instance, in  the s a u t h ~ s t  corner there are t m  large mechanical 
units for the a i r  circulatian. These wuld be rather unsi&tly if not 
hidden by some kind of wall. I think the plblic muld object to looking 
at them mre  than they wuld the wall. I might also remind than that 
before it was there, there a s  a large cyclone fence in  disrepair which 
had been grow up with lots of tree sprouts and things like that and that 
corner was very unsightly. bk certainly think this is an improvement. 

A: A t  various t k s ,  they had a dog run and a root cellar and it was not 
the mst interesting, thing to  look at .  

H: And a place where trash in the yard ms stored until hauled away. 
Also the architect designed the mansion, or the landscaping and the *ole 
set  up so that the public w i l l  get a very nice view f r m  either the west 
side or the north or the east side. And since the south side i s  on a 
street that's m r e  of an alley than a street and because the tuilding i s  
ri&t on the property line, w needed s m e w  attractive and a w a l l  
seemd to be the mst logical thing, plus it i s  historically accurate. 

Q: Is there one part of the tuilding m r e  than any other e c h  wuld be 
of greatest interest to the public? 

A: The preserved portion, of caurse, is the historic part of the h i ld ing .  
And I think when they get inside the hilding on public tours they w i l l  
be delighted with the ell iptical  s t a i m l l  that w i l l  be in the lxilding. 
That w i l l  be returned to  its original design. And another thing that 
w've tried to preserve in the mansion is the original cupola that 's 
hidden up in the att ic.  The original frammrk was s t i l l  in the mansion 
under the second roof that ms put on and w've le f t  the framework there 
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and put in  the kind of w i n d m  that were in  the original cupola and it 
w i l l  look as thou* you E r e  looking up into the f i r s t  interior of the 
lrransion &en you go to vis i t .  You look up that tall spiraling stairwell 
and you see a chandelier hanging £ran the cupola d m  and it 's way up in  
the sky, up there. 

Q: Are there certain hours tJhich the public m y  view the m s i o n ?  

H: This d d  be up to  the first family. This is a private h m .  M r .  
Midel has very definitely planned to  have certain days for public taurs. 
There's been a tradition that certain days the m s i o n  is available for 
special. events like teas, entertaining conventions that are in tom. 
There w i l l  be days set aside for that  and then the public tour days. Of 
course, there's  son^ official  enterta-nt the mansion normally does and 
those days have to  be reserved. But there definitely w i l l  be, just as 
there is with the bi t e  h e ,  certain t b s ,  probably Om or three days 
a week, maybe half a day, that the public w i l l  be admitted. 

Q: 'Ibw long w i l l  it be before the mansion is finished? 

H: First, I want t o  m e  back into the addition in  w h i c h  their private 
quarters are located, in May. And it muld seem, according to  schedule 
nw, that the complete project w i l l  be probably September. 

A: k might m t i o n  how i t 's  going to  be handled in terms of the ongoing 
care of the interior. This w i l l  be handled by an association just as the 
furnishings in the bhite House are handled. 

H: This muld encourage any family that m s  i n  there to  mintain i ts  
historic intergxity as it is and take a second look before any extensive 
r d e l i n g  is done. They'll have an opportunity to  m e  h m i t u r e  but 
this w i l l  l i m i t  the mount of rernodeling of the interior such as moving - 
partitions or changing the colurms or so. 

A: Might add to  that too that the governor by executive order w i l l  
charge the Illinois State Historical Library with maintaining of the 
inventory of the mansion ' s hmishings . And this again will be a 
contiratation and it w i l l  be this library's responsibility to  look after  
the historic furniture in there. 

And, i f  by chance, and this again is duplicating a similar setup in the 
Wte Jhuse, if there wuld be a particular piece of s m ~  reason that 
rmght be disliked by s- future f i r s t  family, e muld simply reanove 
that and put it in storage and a historic piece that is to  their liking 
m l d  be put in. And I use for example, Mrs. Nimn's taking ane desk for 
her husband, which again is a historic desk and very f i t t ing for the 
k i t e  House, kt that she liked better than the one that was in the 
office. The one in the office vas not destroyed, it was  simply put into 
storage. So these things are not lost. Basically, there muld not be 
much need for a family t o  change things. They night in  their private 
quarters . 
Q: Ibw old is the historical hmiture that w i l l  he placed in the mansion, 
or i f  it 's already there? 
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H: There are not too mmy original pieces of any too great a e .  About $ four chairs that date back s m  tk . .  Of course, the m s i o n  s silver is 
s t i l l  intact. There is no state china le f t ,  I think one piece of the 
original set  . 
Q: How old is the silver? 

8 :  'Ihe silver originally was for the battleship Il l inois and has the 
great seal of the state on it. Then I'm not sure it was ever carmissioned. 
I think the battleship vas planned and never really built and this was 
given to  the state. And I can't answx what the age of it is. I would 
say maybe 1900 or sanething like that. 

Then %'re finding historic pieces. k have the Lincoln bedrocxn furniture, 
we have the Yates h m i t u r e  that belonged to former Governor Yates. 

Q: Is this Kichard Yates, Jx.? 

H: The f i r s t  Governor Yates who ms the Civil b r  governor. They are 
not in  the rrransion. First of a l l ,  those =re acquired previously and the 
Lincoln furniture m just got about a year and a half ago. 

Q: Tha& you very w h  fox your t k  Mr. Hickey and Mr. Anderson. I 
certainly appreciate the interview. It ' s been mst bmef ic ia l  . 
End of Tape 
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Earl Henderson, Jr . , March 17, 1971, Springfield, I l l inois.  

Corrine Evans, Interviewx. 

Q: Cauld you explain why the restoration of the Old State Capitol 
wis so important? 

A: The Old State Capitol has been a significant historical lxilding 
i n  Springfield. It m s  recognized as such a t  the turn of the century 
when it began to  be wed as the Sangamon Caunty Courthouse. The 
decision m s  made that  it d d  not be razed for the construction of 
a new Sangamon County Courthouse. The &ole edifice wuld be l i f t ed  
and the exterior stone preserved because this was the former Capitol 
Wlilding where Lincoln had given his "House Divided" speech. 'Ihe 
kuilding is an important stataamt of nineteenth century architecture, 
a classical. luilding. Moreover, it ws the building where Lincoln had 
given his f amxls ?House Divided Against I t s e l f t  speech, on June 16,  
1858, and ws also the location of m y  events in I l l inois  history. 
I think mst significantly, i t 's  been associated w i t h  the Lincoln 
story and that particular speech m s  supposedly the one that started 
Lincoln on his march to  the White House. O£ course, U.S. Grant had 
been ~JI that 'txlilding and m y  other famrus persons. 

The b i ld ing ,  previous to  the re-purchase by the Sta te  of I l l inois 
during the period it ~s the Sangamn Caunty Courthouse, had been part 
of the historic American h i l d i n g  survey, so it had been d o m t e d  
in the thirties and it had been recognized as probably the mst 
historic tuilding =st of the Alle-ny Mountains that had not been 
preserved and restored properly. 'Ihe decision in  1961 t o  purchase it 
by the State of I l l inois m s  a recognition that the Lincoln story, 
in fact ,  needed to  be perpetuated. Our westion, of course, was, 
ms it feasible t o  restore it to  the period of 1858. 

Q: that m s  the cost of the re-mdeling? 

A: You're actually asking about the Old Capitol and yet the Old 
Capitol complex takes i n  several other structures including an underground 
parking fac i l i ty  for 465 cars and the State Historical Library besides 
tunnels and plazas that Ere developed. The actual expenditure by the 
State of Illinois was $7.3 million for that underground parking, the 
library and the old kuilding i t se l f .  Our original estimates provided 
$1,860,000 for the re-construction of the Old Capitol Wlilding in the 
event that the other wik hadn't taken place. 

Q: h t  wre the problem involved in restoring the Old State Capitol 
Building? 
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A: Probably more than anything else m s  the decision as t o  d-mt should 
be done with this hi lding.  &en the State of I l l inois purchased it in 
1961 the b i ld ing  was standing SOTIE twelve feet  higher than it had 
originally been constructed. In 1899, the k i ld ing  had been physically 
l i f t ed  and t-he expansion that they thought necessary at  the time was to  
insert a floor at the 10wx lwel. 'Ihe hi ld ing  had been raised, the 
interior structure had been campletely demolished. (It had been timber 
at t h a t  tine. ) And the restored structure was an iron f r a w  w i t h  what 
they ca l l  a flat arch fireproofing. The cupola of the nineteenth century 
had been remx~d and a mre d e m  one hilt at that tim. All the 
drawings had been los t  and, as a result,  our f i r s t  problem ws t o  
determine what was the appropriate appearance of the lxlilding in the 
period 1858 with the "House Divided" speech date as our goal. Once w 
had decided vhat the tuilding d d  properly look like, then what  was the 
proper my to  put it back into this condition? 

I suppose that our biggest decision ~s haw do w e  get the building so in 
i t s  visual appearance it ms back on i ts  original s i t e  and setting. In 
other wxds, hcrw do we reverse the procedure of l i f t ing from1899 and 
returning it t o  the original height of &en E wanted it h 19601 So as 
it tums out, our choices, ve could mt d i r t  around the base of the 
structure and, therefore, cover up the limestone base that had been put 
in in  1899, or w, in fact, as the recamwndation was made, reverse the 
process. k l y  instead of jacking the h i ld ing  dovm w e  l i t e ra l ly  dismantled 
the h i ld ing  and restored the structure at that  lwel .  That was our 
major problem. Frm there, of course, trying to  determine the original 
appearance of the bi ld ing.  Owe w had the original appearance an the 
interior  basically determined, we had to  figure out how t o  put in  d e m  
mhanica l  s y s t m :  both electr ical ,  c ~ i c a t i o n ,  lighting, the heat, 
the air conditioning, a l l  these modern corrveniex~ces that wuld be necessary 
to handle the millions of people anticipated in  the building. 

Q: Another question involved w i t h  that, E r e  there any problems with, 
evidently, the stone that ms transported out to  the Fairgrounds? I 
mean, did you have a problan w i t h  that? 

A: k11, at least  you know the story of the hi lding.  Wen the lxlilding 
was in place and s i t t ing  rrnxh higher on the s i t e ,  it wis 013CTio~s t o  
everyone who looked a t  it that the s tme w s  in  a great state of deterioration. 
k n  E E r e  selected as the architects t o  determine the feasibil i ty of 
restoring the hi ld ing ,  that was 1963, the very f i r s t  thing we did w s  
have stone &ores taken. In other wrds ,  holes dri l led into the stone to  
determine the capability of the stone to be relocated. A s  it tums out, 
it 's a d o l d t e  stone. 'Jlhe source ws a quarry underneath the present 
lake Springfield. The quarry m s  exhausted at that tlrne kt the core 
samples shoslRd very clearly that the stone ms structurally sound. 'Ihe 
exterior only had, thr@ weather, oxidized and this resulted in the 
brawn color. Wen you actually peeled off some of this crust, h i c h  in 
s m  cases ws rather severe as far as the cracking or the apparent 
craclung m s  concerned, you actually ended up with another gray limestone 
appearance which, as I say, orddized as the period mt on. Our problem 
was this, once tie had determined it vas structually sound, how you m l d  
r m e  these stones which =re set  on a masonry bearing w a l l ,  not tied 
in any other ~y except by bond stone and with the masonry back-up, 
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r m e  the stone and then transport it without damage t o  the surface to 
the Fairgrounds site. 

identified every stone in place through photography so E had correct 
elevations and then surveyed a lmst  piece by piece, or a t  least by 
binoculars, any damaged stone that it appeared E -re going to have 
to be replacing or that stone that possibly could give us trouble. k 
recognized twnty-six stones h i c h  m s t l y  Ere in the sills of the windows, 
mrked those for replacemmt, and then began the actual dismanteling 
process. 

Tne interesting thing ~s that, because these were w h a t  they called dry 
set masonry in other mrds, no real mrtar bonding than together, once 
you could seep amy this sort  of leveling bed of originally sand and 
cenmt mixture, you could find the original lewis holes. Now a lewis 
hole is a l i t t le s lo t  that  they put in  stone to  l i f t  by. 'Ihe original 
lewis holes were s t i l l  in place and usable and in m y  cases w l i f ted 
the stone this way. So really we had no trouble. The identification of 
the stone ms, I thirik, an important decision by our office. There's 
very l i t t l e  written on how you dismantel a lui1din.g or how you identify a 
stone. bk had sm 3300 stones to  mrk so w picked out our om ~ t h o d  
of identification. bk carefully marked every stone in t m  places on tm 
dissimilar faces w h m  w removed than, attached a tag to  it, and then 
distributed four copies of that same stone marking to four different 
offices so that s m  kind of disaster couldn't wipe out the key to the 
jigsaw puzzle. So we relocated, they laid at the Fairgrounds for ktter 
than a year, almst tm years, and then when w started bringing them 
back again, there was no problan. k used exactly the same process of 
dry-setting them though they are tied together with stainless steel  pins 
in sorrae cases. But really w replaced the twenty-six stones w forecast 
with no other loss. 

Q: %s there sane problan w i t h  people attempting to steal  any of the 
stones out of the Fairgrounds or anything like that? 

A: 'Ihe smallest stone ~ i g h e d  five W r e d  pounds and the largest fifteen 
ton. There m s  never any effort  for anybody to  take any 05 the stones. 

The luilding structure ws canpletely lost  in 1899. A few of the outriggers, 
particularly in  the pediments or the area over the north and south entrances, 
there was saw original mlmt framing l e f t  and as we took off s a w  of 
the old rnetal wxk w brought it dom onto the ground. Though there was 
a Deparment of Consewation guard, one prime piece that I happened to  
fortunately photograph, one mmhg , the next morning, it had been sawed 
h So s m b d y  had to bring a very strong saw or  even an electric 
saw of s m ~  form t o  cut it off. kt as far  as 10s- the stone, w lost  
one. 

Q: h t  part of the k i ld ing  is s t i l l  original? 

A: The only part that's original i s  basically the only part that e had 
left as a result of the KO& in 1899, and that 's  the exterior stone. 
Everything else is completely disnlantled and replaced and anyway, it had 
to  be. So only the exterior stom. 
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Q: bhat architectural features of the Ixlilding wuld be of interest to 
the ccrmamity? 

A: W11, I think i f  w e  talk only again of only the Old Capitol i tself-  
the whole complex, the underground parking and library, and how this is  
all  integrated I think is a to ta l  interesting thing. But if we zero in  
on the old bsilding i t s e l f ,  I think, as an overview which a classical 
statenmt of what a bad or seat of govermnent muld have been in  the 
mid-nineteenth century--actually it kgan in 183 7. So I don't think 
other than the details,  and I think there is some creative both 
architecture and engineering in the tuilding, thmgh we ' re  talking abcut 
a classical structure. Other than these devices t h a t  rn used t o  conceal 
the air conditioning and the control systems, hw ue solved saw of the 
t ech ica l  p r o b l m  of laying in the el l ip t ical  surfaces in plaster a i c h  
is really almst a los t  art nowadays, beyond those things, I think it 's 
an impact thing. This is  really the my the b i l d i n g  ms reconstructed. 
Wen people wuld enter the h i ld ing  they could sense a space and perhaps 
even a feeling that perhaps influenced som of our great leaders and 
certainly the greatest , Abraham Lincoln. 

Q: M r .  knderson, are you restoring any other old h i l d i r g s  i n  Springfield 
now or any house t h a t  d d  be of interest? 

A: W have k e n  involved in several restorations. Until recently I have 
been chairman of the Historical Sites Carmission for Springfield for sare 
s i x  or seven years. h r  mst recent project that i s  completed in the 
Lincoln H ~ E  area i t se l f  is the Julius Rosenwald h e .  This i s  on South 
Eighth Street. I think it is an accurate restoration. W did mrk 
closely with the Departnmt of Interior, even previous to  their i rnrolvent  
in the Lincoln Home area, so this has been recognized as a successful 
restoration. 

Other than in Springfield, e do act as cmsultants in other cammit ies  
on historic tuildings. Not  to  the restoration stage but, mre or less, 
recarmending how lulldings can be preserved. So it is part of our wrk 
also. 

Q: 'Ihank you M r .  Henderson for your time. I enjoyed very much the 
interview. 

End of Tape 
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Paul Wtt, February 25, 1972, Springfield, I l l inois .  

Corrine Evans, Intervieher. 

Q: W. H e w i t t ,  i t 's rather general hawledge that the Capitol of 
I l l inois  m s  not always in  Springfield. Can you tell IIE where the 
predecessors of the Old Capitol Building on the Square in  d m t o m  
SprLngfield and this present Capitol Building were located? 

A: &11, Decanter 13, 1818, was when I l l ino i s  was admitted to the 
Federal Union. The f i r s t  state capitol was i n  Kaskaskia. Since 
that historic  day, I l l ino i s  has had three governmental seats, Kaskaskia, 
Vandalia and Spring£ield and six capitols. The first statehouse w s  
rented. It ms a M-s to ry  brick lxlildimg in Kaskaskia. llwo years 
later the capitol ws remxred t o  V d a l i a .  After Vandalia becam the 
capitol in 1820, Kaskaskia deteriorated and gradually disappeared 
under the waters of the Mississippi River which lapsed i ts  shores. 

A plain tm-story French structure m s  erected i n  Vandalia. The f i r s t  
session of the second General Assembly mt  in this f i r s t  state-omed 
capitol on Ikcember 4, 1820. IXlring that session they passed an act 
d i n g  Vandalia the seat of gavemmmt for  the next t m t y  years. 
&I December 9,  1823, f i r e  destroyed the capitol and during the smmr 
of 1824, a new building ms constructed of brick and it cost $15,000. 

Soon thereafter agitation ms started for  ramVal of the capitol nearer 
to  the geographical center of the state. The sentimmt caused the 
General Assembly t o  pass an act  in 1833, &reby the voters in the 
following general election could decide the location of a new state 
capitol. Avote ws taken kt the margin was so small as t o  be 
inconclusive, and the vote ws not announced official ly.  So the 
suggested remaval fran Vandalia w s  dropped unt i l  the 1836-1837 session. 

Naw in the 1836-1837 session Abraham Lincoln was a member of that  
General Assembly and besides Abraham Lincoln there e r e  eight other 
legislators £ran this area who neasured six feet  or  mre in height. 
mey were called the b n g  Nine. Lincoln represented Sangamon County. 
EJe introduced a b i l l  providing for  the Capitol of I l l inois  t o  be in 
Springfield, and he was backed by eight fellow members a c h  I 've 
just mtioned.  

Residents of Vandalia =re determined that they shuuld retain the 
capitol,  so i n  the s m r  of 1836, without authorization and while 
the legislature was recessed, they tore dam the old capitol. In 
its stead they erected a statehouse costing $16,000. This gesture, 
homer, was jn vain. For w i t h  the return of the General Assembly, 
Lincoln m s  successful in having Springfield n e d  the new Illinois 
capital. 
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Now this goes t o  show that  poli t ics  m y  back in Lincoln's time was very 
prevalmt. Because here was a camPlnity that  cared enoqjh t o  mintain 
and preserve the State Capitol in their c d t y  by dipping into their 
o m  pockets and getting $16,000 to h i l d  a tuilding. However, the 
legislators took a dim view of the fac t  that it cost $16,000 or  even 
the fac t  that they cared enaugh t o  do this and they w e d  it away 
with no care about the cost or  other factors. 

Qll, on February 25, 1837, the Assembly passed a b i l l  providing 
that  the capital be w e d  frm Vandalia to  someplace near the center 
of the state. Three days later, Springfield was chosen as the new 
capital city. 

Because of the act of the General Assembly of 1820, Vandalia was t o  
contime as the capital un t i l  December 1, 1840. But in  June of 1839, 
Governor Thomas Karlan issued a proclamation that a l l  state records 
be m e d  t o  Springfield. 

Elwenth General Assembly returned the Vandalia capitol t o  the 
county of Fayette i n  the c i t y  of Vandalia and the old statehouse 
still stands, kt now it is state property. And that's a s ta te  shrine 
certainly and anybody can go dom there and see it. 

Xhe cornerstone of the state's f i f t h  capitol was laid in Springfield 
on July 4, 1837. After m y  delays the kuilding ws completed in  1853 
a t  a btal cost of $216,000. And this ws double i ts  original estimate 
and it goes to  show that  even a hundred years ago the architects and 
everybody ILmrolved ILn planning cannot estimate the cost of g o v e m t  
hri ldhgs.  And I challenge historians or  anybody t o  look into the 
tuilding of govemnent Cuildings ; you w i l l  find that they alays cost 
mre than tihe original estimate. 

Q: This is very true. 

A: k w  the Old State Capitol Building which m s ,  a t  the t i m e  we're 
talking about--the present State Capitol Ehilding t ~ a s  the f i r s t  state 
capitol hi1dh-g in Springfield. It w s  hilt of native limestone 
and the limstme cam £ram just south of Springfield nearly in the 
area &re Sangamon State University is now being hilt. It's an area 
called Cotton Hills and the lirnestme m s  cut in five-tan slabs and 
it ws hauled by oxlen frm that area to  the Springfield area or site. 
A t  that point, it m s  cut dom into wxkable stoms and laid to  build 
d m t  is now the Old State Capitol. 

The Old State Capitol, of course, amid m y  poli t ical  debates, was the 
site of the his tor ic  "House Divided'' speech which Abraham Lincoln gme. 
Ihe Old State Capitol w s  also the presidential interim k i t e  Hause 
when Abraham Lincoln m s  elected president-elect unt i l  he was sworn 
in as president in kshington, D.C. 

Of course, everybody's aware that this historical  h i l d i n g  has been 
restored by the taxpayers of Illinois and is now a shrine. 

Now the present capitol b i l d i n g  in the state of I l l inois  now houses 
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the exxutive offices in the General Assembly and their  supportjng staffs.  
The act t o  construct the capitol luildimg was passed by the 25th General 
Assembly on February 24, 1867. Tne s i t e  ms that of the Thomas Mather 
h o n ~  and a s  a high h i l l  in this locality. U n t i l  excavations reduced 
its size, the hill ms very high and stood on the edge of what is called 
the Tom Branch of Spring Creek. 

Now Spring Creek, at  the time tha t  Thanas Mather hilt his home, began 
up abwe the existing Governor's Mansion and it ran to  the n o z ~ w s t  
through the draw which is underneath to  the north edge of the existing 
S u p r e  Court Building to  the wst edge of the Superintendent of Public 
Instruction's k i n e r  Building, under the Armory Building, under the 
Records Center Building, under the Ace Hardware, under Jefferson Park 
*st, and out and emptied into *at is  now called Lincoln Avenue that 
is at  the corner of the hi&vay g r d  which is about tw hundred and 
eighty acres of ground that is bordered by Lincoln on the =st side, 
MacArthr  on the east side, and Jefferson on the south side. 

Ihe first: se t t l e r s  that came to  Springfield hilt their  cabins a t  what 
is now called Erst and Jefferson and this was on the edge of Spring 
Creek.  Of course, the I l l inois  country a t  this time w s  nothing h t  
prairie and the only trees that existed were around creeks. So the 
'Ihomas Mather hmw FJZlich is the side of tihe present State Capitol 
was a woded area, being on the edge of the Toin Branch of Spring 
Creek. And before the present State Capitol was buil t ,  and during 
the tim of the Old State Capitol, the Th- Mather Grove was a 
meeting place for poli t ical  ral l ies.  Abraham Lincoln and Stephen 
Douglas at  nmerous t k s ,  had given poli t ical  speeches on that  ground. 

Now the act  to  construct the present capitol building was passed 
by the 25th General Assembly which I 've already mntioned. The 
ground with a sum of m y  was donated by the City of Springfield. 
It was a nine acre plot and it ms baunded by Monroe Street on the 
north, Jackson and awards Street on the south, Spring Street on 
the wst, and Second Street on the east. hlhen the Statehouse was 
buil t ,  t b  street running east f r m  it &ich i s  the street that 
Abraham Lincoln's statue now faces, m s  called Market Street. Lkn  
the State Capitol vas built  the street m s  renmed Capitol Avenue. 

The ground m s  broken for the construction phase on March 11, 1868, of 
the present capitol lmilding. Occupancy of the building took place 
in 1876--twenty-one years a f te r  the legislature f i r s t  authorized i ts 
construction. Tlhe Ixlilding completed cost m r e  than $4,500,000. 
The plan profile of the bsilding is the £om of a Latin cross. Total 
floor area amounts to  253,000 square feet. The height of the dane 
top king 361 feet  abwe ground level and the flag staff  top being 
505 feet  high a tme  ground level. This makes the I l l inois  Statehouse 
74 feet higher than the national Capitol. 

Originally, the part of the hilditg naw used as the f i r s t  floor ws 
the b a s m t .  A beautiful f l ight  of steps, seventy-thxee feet broad, 
begin a few yards from Second Street and led up t o  the face of a 
large mrble  colurrn in front leading into what i s  now the Governor's 
Office reception area. Similar stairs =re planned for the sides 
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kt: wxe never built. 'he area ve now ca l l  the basement used to  be 
for legislator 's horses and bggies . 
Q: Speaking of construction, you pointed out t o  me the heavy stone 
blocks in the foundation of this hildimg. I also noted the bricked- 
up arches in the basement. &re these constructed in this fashion 
for a purpose rather than for additional support? 

A: k, they wren' t .  Of course, i f  you h w  anything abu t  architecture, 
the strongest bind of any kind in lxilding architecture is the arch. 
I think the Romans E r e  the ones &o invented the arch and the *ole 
lxlilding is based on arches. The hi ld ing  was hilt by mles and steam 
hoists and it was probably some of the f i r s t  steam hoists ever invented. 
hgland invented the steam engine and probably by the t b  they were 
beginning to  lx i ld  the capitol h i l d ing  here, the steam engine was very 
new to this country. The fmtings for the dare on the capitol b i l d ing  
are forty feet  deep and h e n  the footings =re dug, it was excavated 
into a large vein of coal, a very good vein of coal. And the Capitol 
h is based on f ive ton square slabs of limestone buil t  pyramid 
style. Now the wings t h a t  f a l l  away £ran the dme that run away from 
the dome in a l l  four directions, the footings were twnty feet. 
are renovating the capitol h i l d ing  now and m are experiencing the 
problem that because the dare footings =re so well placed and so deep, 
that the twenty-foot wing  footings have been falling away f r w  age. 
k have been facing a l o t  of crackage facing the House of Representatives 
area and this is me reason that E had to  get in  here and shore the 
tuilding up and t ry  t o  renovate it, and preserve it. 

As I said before, the b i ld ing  is hilt on the arch design. In t:he 
basement area you w i l l  find tha t  the arches w i l l  run al l  in one 
dizectim which is east and *st, and in the f i r s t  floor area the 
arches w i l l  run in  the north and south direction. And on the second 
floor area, again east and =st and pyramiding on up. And of course, 
architecturally th is  makes a very sound bi lding.  

@ have walls in  the basemnt of the hi ld ing  tha t  are wight-bearing 
walls, vhich are are seventeen feet thick. You have been reading a l o t  
i n  the papers lately about the cost of renovating the hi lding.  But what 
t he  papers are not saying is  the fact  that *en you s t a r t  t o  bore a hole 
for example through a seventeen-foot piece of linestone to  run an electrical 
line or a steam pipe, that it takes maybe a mth for that form, changing 
the d r i l l  b i ts ,  and everything. So in renwating this b i ld ing  you are 
renovating what is  one of the most d q u e  lxlildings not only in I l l inois ,  
ht one of the mst unique bi ldings  in the United States. 

Q: my  is this so? 

A: &cause of the thickness of the mlls, because of its architecture, 
because of its uniqymess, its vast area, because of the fact that k~ 
are renovating the h i ld ing  and occupyin$ it a t  the same time. Not 
only are w occupying the building as we r e  renovating it, the General 
Assembly people that makes the laws that everybody abides by are 
functioning now. 
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Q: E r e  the basement areas ever used for mre than storage? 

A: They certainly were. A s  a matter of fact ,  back i n  1882-1883, when 
w e  occupied the present State Capitol Building, of course there were 
really three d s  of transportation. The a u t m b i l e  did not exist. 
&en I say four naodes of transportation--kt KP have no rivers here so 
that: mode of transportation m s  unavailable. The three mdes of 
transportation =re: horseback, stagecoach--and &en I say horseback 
I man horse and hggy--and railroad. A t  that t i n e  there =re s e  
railroads running in this area. So, the General Assembly wuld meet 
for a six-mnth tern every tm years. And so the legislators that 
cane down here because of the problem of transportation, usually 
stayed. So they cam here by horseback or by horse and k q g y ,  or 
stagecoach, or railroad. And the legislators that came in by horse- 
back or horse and bugky, of course, had to have a place to  leave their 
livestock. And so it s just like the front horseshoe drive that E 
have aut there now for parking places. W had to have a place to  leave 
the horses. And so this is d m t  E ca l l  the basement now and w s  then 
what the subbasemnt ms used for. And what you are now s i t t ing in 
is the area assigned for the President pro-tempore of the Senate. And 
as you'll notice, he had a s t a l l  for his horse. And then beyond his 
s t a l l  is &re his stable b y  probably stayed, and where he kept the 
buggy and shined the brass and so on. 

Now in the northwst subbasement area of the capitol building back 
then--which is the area that w are now h i l d i n g  a new cafeteria-- 
was the area the legislators actually stayed. They had an option i f  
they wanted t o  go to  the hotels in tom. A t  that tirne the hotels 
=re the CZIenery House, and the St. Nicholas, and the Leland or they 
could stay here within this luilding. In that area there's restroan 
area, and the old plumbing still exists there. 

Q: Did they have individual room or =re there just cots or s a t h i n g ?  

A: It was sort  of a dormitory type thing. 

Q: This is samething that I'm not aware of and being a history student 
I am very much interested in this. %at other hi ldings  E r e  on the 
graunds of this present capitol site? 

A: k11, the next Ixi1din.g ws hilt in  1918 and i t 's  called the Centennial 
Wzilding. It's an L-shaped Euilding and on the west corner of what is 
now the Centennial Building which is now a sqyare. Because in  1962, 
another L w s  added to  the exisiting 1918 L which rnade a square h i ld ing  
out of it. But on the =st corner MS the Ninian Edwards Ham and, 
of course, Ninian Edwards w s  one of the f i r s t  terr i tor ia l  governors, 
I think. 

He vas a Virginian and his wife ms a s is ter  to  &ry Todd. And so 
mry Todd care up here f r m  Virginia and she lived in this h e .  
Tney had many parties out of there and Abraham Lincoln and Stephen 
buglas were tw of m y  young politicians Ninian Edwards entertained 
out of the home. OE course, Abraham Lincoln married Mary Todd, and 
he mrried her on that spot. And when we broke ground for the 
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Centennial Building in  1962--and I might be wrong about that ,  it could 
have been 1961--w got into the foundation of the Ninian Edwards Haw. 
And people were cming £ram near and fa r  and digging the bricks loose 
and taking than as souvenirs. 

Q: You rn back in 1961 or  1962 you =re actually digging up the bricks? 

A: Yes, because ve had broken the ground back open again for the second 
L which made a square out of it. And I got d m  in there w i t h  a concrete 
reinforcing rod and I got to  shaking the area that  used t o  be the 
footing for the old fireplace. 

I k g i n  to  shake ceramic tile out of there and I got a hold of six 
pieces. So I took the pieces, and they e r e  brow tile. They =re 
stamped that they E r e  kilned in Indiana. I went over to  the State 
Hstorical  Xibrary, which was headed then by Clyde k l t o n  and he 
produced for me a picture of Abraham Uncoln and Mary Todd standing 
in front of that fireplace. I was not a collector and I gave a l l  
of them away. I gave one set to  the State Historical Library and the 
only set  that I'll probably be able to  c m  by is my mther 's, sateday. 
I gave her a set ,  lxzt I gave sane t o  a c,mple judges. But &at I did; 
I had the picture reproduced and then the t i l e  mtched beautihlly. 

Q: I muld imagine they're wxth quite a bit of rm-~y .  

A: kll, i f  you're a historical luff, I guess they wuld  be. But e 
actually did get in  to  the footings there of the Ninian Edwards h. 
And, of course, a t  that t h ,  the Nhian Edwards HOIE muld have faced 
north, and Jackson Street muld have run right directly in front of 
it. Now a t  this tine, the existing situation, i s  that Jackson Street 
is stopped because of the Centennial Building. Then the New State 
Office b i ld ing  parking lo t  and then it picks up aver here again t o  
the wst. 

Q: I don' t remember anything a b u t  that, being im the fiicago area a t  
t t It 's very interesting. I am a history major and i t 's  
very, very interest3ng. And I'm sure that you as a historian and 
antique collector have been able to  learn l~lany different: b i ts  of 
M o m t i o n  a b u t  this one-hundred-year-old capitol kuilding. Can 
you t e l l  m s e  of the stories and anecdotes? 

A: Ell, the f i r s t  hanging in Sangamon County took right north of 
the existing State Capitol Building in what is now Erst and Monroe 
Streets. It wuld be right on the bank of the Town Branch of Spring 
Creek. At that tine there was large trees there and this fellow had 
shot his wife. He had caught her and her lover, and he kil led his 
wife. He ms lung frcm a tree. Nght in the area that would be just 
abut the steps in the sidemlk mming along bbnzoe Street where 
First c e s  in. 

Q: bhat year was this, do you haw? 

A: I can't tell you that. It m l d  be probably when the Thouxis 
Mather HOKE MS here or a t  least the grove ws here. And muld 
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be probably back in  abut 1804 or 1802, o r  in  there. Now I'll tell 
you where you can find that. There's a book of which I told your 
father he should read called Sangamon Count , And it was mitten by 
Paul Angle who is a historian and the 7? bo w n t  out of circulation 
and into the historical library I think ia about 1934. But I got Myers 
Brothers to mrk through Ralph Ne- of the Abraham Lincoln Bookstore 
in Chicago and t h y  reproduced the book. And the book a t  Chrisms 
t h  was on sale a t  Myers Brothers because I bought nmrous  ones and 
gave them to  some of my friends as Qlrisbnas presents. But the f i r s t  
hanging took place at that point. 

Q: 'Ibe tuilding is undergoing considerable renovation a t  this present 
tirne. What is in  store for it in the k t u r e ?  

A: In the future, 80 percent of the building w i l l  be occupied by the 
State Legislature and the other 20 percat w i l l  hz occupied by the 
kcutive Branch of govermmt. That i s  the Governor, the Secretary 
of State, the Auditor--*ch is going to  be the Comptroller--and the 
State Treasurer. And the b c u t i v e  Branch of gwemmmt w i l l  have their 
hause staffed. The Legislature and their  supporting people--which is 
their c d s s i o n s  and their staffs--will occupy the other 80 percent of 
the bjilding. 

Q: Could you tell me anything else about this present capitol h i l d ing  
t'hat d d  be of interest to the oral history class? 

A: In 1952, when Qlarles F. Carpentier w s  elected Secretary of State 
--and Charles F. Carpentier. Carpentier: was a Republican State 
Senator from Moline before being elected Secretary of State. hew 
its problems--the capitol tuilding was in  a very deteriorating condition. 
Upon taking office, he dedicated himself to  mki.ng the capitol building 
a b i l d i n g  that the taxpayers and the citizens of I l l inois  could be 
proud of. And through his political astuteness, the General Assembly 
gave Secretary Carpentier huge appropriations which he spent on 
beginning to upgrade the Capitol. 

One thing I want to point out ws the bird problem. Because there's a 
m i l l  in  t o m  and because of the grain involved, there =re many, m y  
tbusands of starlings and also m y  thousands of pigeons that decided 
to take up as their  h m  the State Capitol Wlilding. The conditions 
=re so bad that d x n  the wren employees of the capitol k i l d ing  
wuld leave the north door of the Capitol, they muld have to  put 
newspapers over their hair and hold them to  keep from king splattered 
by the many birds. Secretary of State Carpentier found a fellow--and 
I can't t e l l  you his name--from S p r w i e l d  that had invented a stichm. 
This w s  a type of gooey, gluey substance that w s  used to  be put aruund 
elm trees to  try to fight the h t c h  elm disease. %is fellow found by 
having sate  kind of mixture and mixing it into this s t i ckm that it 
mid b m  the bird's feet. And it was found that dwn the birds 
walked on this stickurn that they muld f l y  away and never cam back. 
And so the &ole capitol h i l d ing  wis sunounded and covered. A11 
the windm ledges and everywhere that a bird m l d  land MIS covered 
w i t h  this s t r i p  of sticky, gooey substance and it actually eliminated 
the bird problem. Carpentier got to  ke such a bug about the thing 
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that he mid be in his office in the cgpitol b i l d ing  , and he would 
see a pigeon land on the Centennial Ebildimg, he wuld ca l l  this guy 
and say, "Hey, we 've got a bird wer here." And you can look today 
and you'll see very few birds on the capitol building. You can walk 
around the area and lo& d m  on the window ledges and s t i l l  see this 
stripping of sticky gooey m t e r i a l  that keeps t h ~  birds £ran caning 
back. 

Also, Secretary Carpentier, in his upgrading of the fxlilding, discovered 
that in the inner d m  ms a beautiful stained glass of the State Seal. 
It m s  actually not a reproduction of the seal, but very similar to  
the seal. And it m s  covered by s i x  t o  eight inches of droppings 
by the birds. It m s  dark and there ms no wy--it  just  looked lFke 
a dark area. So, under Carpentier's supervision, the glass and the 
area was cleaned up. Huge floodlights now light up the seal and you 
can stand in the f i r s t  floor or  even the second floor and you can look 
a l l  the wiy up and see this beautiful stained glass. 

The dame is  365 steps fran the highest elevator. The easy way t o  
renaanber that is one step for every day of the year. 'Ihe wind, because 
of the height of the dcrme, blows year around very strongly. It can 
l~ July on the ground here and not a blade of grass be blowing and you 
go into the d m  and the wind w i l l  blow so strongly that you can hardly 
hold on. 

I want to  point out the need for renovation of this building and the 
justification for the mmey that w are spending for renovating it. 
Years ago--and it was a Chicago architecmral firm that did this-- 
the plans for the capitol b i l d ing  disappeared. There E r e  no blueprints 
of the capitol building. So, from the time the h i l d i n g  m s  built 
to  the tirne e began t o  renovate it, anything that was added on, 
nothing ws d o c m t e d .  

So m have found that by trying to  draw points of the Euilding and trying 
to  document a l l  the areas while w are renovating, VE h e  found that 
w w i l l  shut the water l ine  off. & don't wen know where the mter 
line goes. And then e w a i t  for smbody to  ca l l  up and say, '!Hey, 
my john i sn ' t  wrking on three." What happens? The water w n ' t  . Then vie bow the water line goes to three, see? Or  then we 
cut off an electrical line. And then w =it and somebody w i l l  ca l l  
fzm four and say, '!thy, w got no lights up on four." Then e know 
that  the electrical l ine  goes t o  four. And this is how ridiculous 
the renovation is. I point this out to you to justify the need to  
renovate the tuilding. 

Q: I muld say the renovation is very justified. M r .  Hewitt, I 
appreciate the i n t e ~ e w  very mch. I know you're very b y  and 
1 thank you very much. I know my class w i l l  enjoy this also. 

End of Tape 
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Betty Madden, March 17, 1972, Springfield, I l l inois.  

Corinne Evans, Interviewx. 

Q: For the record, Mrs. Madden, wuld you please s ta te  your profession? 

A: I 'm Curator of Art here a t  the museum [Illinois State ~ e u m ]  
a i c h  entails the decorative a r t s  as a whole. Not only American 
but also European art, Oriental art. The last, well, since 1964, I 
have been engaged in research of a unique kind. I becane aware a t  
a forum at the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn, Mchigan, that there 
had been very l i t t l e  research done on the arts, crafts  and architecture 
of Illinois. And as a result,  I started traveling around the state 
in the f a l l  of 1964 and the spring of 1965 looking for ar t ic les ,  
architecture, crafts  that had been proctuced i n  the state. This resulted 
in an expedition iihich w held i n  the f a l l  of 1965 w i t h  four W r e d  
loaned art icles plus photographs of interesting architectural bi ldings.  

It s e e d  quite evident af ter  the interest that was displayed in this  
exhibition that I should go further with the research. And so I have 
traveled probably over m n t y  thousand miles around I l l inois  since 
that the,  making notes, taking photographs and slides. I have also 
done a great deal of research in  the l ibraries reading old newspapers, 
looking for the craftsmen, the architects, the kinds of crafts  that people 
are engaged in, the types of hauses that were hilt. This type of 
research is absolutely unique, and as a result ,  for the last several years 
I have been setting it d m  on paper w i t h  the hope that i n  the near £urnre 
this informtion w i l l  kc-  available for the general public. The book 
w i l l  have a t  least s ix  hundred illustrations since this type of book 
is absolutely no good withaut pictures. And it w i l l  include architecture, 
interiors of h s  and the like of I l l inois  as a whole. 

Q: Thank you. Wzat interest do you have in old hildings? 

A: k11, I 'm interested in the types of styles that appeared in I l l inois  
and why they appeared i n  I l l inois because there's usually a reason for 
everything. Many of our styles are not entire, just  Ilnerican styles 
because w are a great rrrelting pot of m y  cultures: Germans, Swdes, 
came in very early in I l l inois ,  English, the English people brought 
i n  their Georgian styles. And I ' m  interested in the types of h i ld ings  
that the people hilt according to  the climate in vhich they came from, 
the way they consexved heat, whether they hilt away £ran the road or 
close to the road because of heavy s n m  in the country &ere t h y  caw 
frm. I think that the cultural influences of the foreigners in 
I l l inois  have never been brought out and i t ' s  very interesting. I 'm 
interested in the differences in the types of houses in  various parts 
of the state: where we find the mst Federal houses, the early Federal 
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houses. And of course, this coincides w i t h  the growth of the state 
going fran the south, in general, toward the northern part of the 
state,  and then fswn the northern part of the state spreading *ward 
and on to  the prairies. 

I 'm interested ~JI why people hi1 t , Wt types of houses people hilt 
in variaus types of errviroments because Illinois ms unique i n  having 
a scarcity of trees and mod to h i l d  w i t h  in various parts of the 
state,  particularly on the prairies. And I w s  interested to find 
that w e  had thatched roofs b Illinois because ME had many people 
c* over from Cornwall, f run Eslgland , £ran Ireland. I 'rn interested 
to  know that m had adoh and d houses on the prairies because of the 
lack of mod. I like to  read about, in the old gazetteers, a b u t  the 
~ t h o d s  of building houses, how they =re described very carefully to  
the inmigrant how to lxlild a log house, and how w h  it would cost. I 'm 
interested in the types of houses the ordinary bilk might erect 
in contrast to the types of houses that reqyired the services of an 
architect and the influence that skilled crdtsmen rnade on the lxildings. 
I'm interested in the progression of architectural styles that appeared 
in  I l l inois and the approximate time slots in klhich they s e a  to  appear 
as in contrast t o  those styles which appeared in the Fast. There are 
many facets that I 'rn interested in. 

Q: king a history student, I 'm very m h  interested in local history. 
Could ycru t e l l  IW about any old historical luildings in the surrounding 
area, especially ones mich are unique? 

A: I don 't know the reason why WE seem t o  lack nary luildings of ,  say 
t h e  Greek Rwival and Federal style here in  Springfield, locally. I 
have a feeling that m y  have been torn dom, I 'm quite certain. 
But of course, the mst outstanding piece of architecture in Springfield 
is the Old State Capitol Building, the Greek Revival style, one of the 
f b e s t  old Greek revival lxildj-ngs in, wll , particularly courthouses 
or state kuildings in h r i c a .  Many people who go inside this b i ld ing  
feel that i t 's  quite, more sophisticated than it should be that something 
hilt in  1837 wuld be when, mst people feel that I l l inois ws frontier,  
m l d  be nuch more crude. But the architect of the Old State Capitol 
had corne fran New York with the la tes t  styles, and Springfield a t  that  
time ms the fashion capitol of Illinois. This ms the place &ere it 
muld logically have been just like it was built. An older b i ld ing ,  
of course, is Clayville h i c h  is in the area of Springfield, abut  
twelve miles =st of Springfield on Route 125. This is a very fine 
brick Federal style of h i ld ing  and is quite unique in our area for 
size and the sophistication of its wodmrk. It has been recorded by 
the k r i c a n  Suwey and particularly the fine reading on i t s  fireplaces 
and the cabinet mrk as a whole. There are not very many other Federal 
tuildings, apparently, in the area except perhaps around Bradfordton 
where there is a mall salt-box type structure, the A-frzm. 

There is another very interesting Greek Revival structure on South Fifth 
Street. It's called the Lush Iles Hause. This b e  is very interesting, 
and dm-~ I f i r s t  saw it I felt--the house has been w e d  fran a former 
location. And so it is tw stories now, and I had f e l t  this typically 
Greek Revival top story had been se t  on a la ter  style base. b w v e r ,  
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i n  going and doing mre  research, I found that Lush Iles came from 
Kaskaskia, Illinois, had been influenced by the French architecture 
at  Kaskaskia. A t  Kaskaskia the Pierre &nard house is Ins i l t  on a 
lower floor as the plantation houses of around New Orleans are kilt 
with a lmg stairway leading up to  the min quarters on the top floor. 
And this evidently is the way of Elijah Iles hilt his house originally. 
So here you see in£luences of other areas caning in, being brought 
in by the settlers. There a s  a t  one t b  a very French-appearing hause 
in Springfield hilt by a F r e n c m  viho came to  Springfield. It ws 
a fram house. I t ' s  no longer standing. There are not very many 
G r e e k  Rmival houses other than this in  Springfield. 

Our houses for the main part are Italianate in style, mid-Victorian. 
And ane of the mst beautiful i s  not seen too often because i t 's  a l i t t l e  
off the beaten track; i t 's  at 1317 North Third Street. It 's called 
Cancella House. It's a beautiful Italianate brick haw with heavy 
stone decoration. This house is probably what E m l d  cal l  Renaissance 
Italianate style because it ms heavy stone on decoration. There are a 
number of houses of this general type i n  Springfield. One has only to 
go down Fifth, Sixth and Seventh Streets to find a mber, maybe 
behind mre d e r n  fronts. Many of our b r a 1  homes are Italianate 
structures, final Italianate structures. Unfartunately one of our 
very fine Italianate structure which we cal l  k c a n  Villa ms destroyed 
by f i r e  a few years ago, and this m s  the Hughes Diller House in  north 
Springfield. And as far as I knm, it was the only fine representation 
of a Tuscan Villa in the city, i tself .  

R have many, m y  w e n  Anne or East Lake-style hauses i n  Springfield 
and decorated with the turrets and very elaborate roof details of that 
style of architecture. And you should have no trouble finding those 
at  a l l .  h e  of the very fine ones is the f o m r  Vancil Funeral Hme 
on North Fifth Street. 

Q: Are they going to  tear this d m ,  or is this just a rumor? 

A: I 've heard the m r ,  also. I really can't t e l l  you. 

Q: I see. 

A: It has been bought, and i t 's  king used, i t 's  being rented out 
right now. &It the interior furnishings of that home =re very fine. 
The mod screens in  the doorways, and it had original anbossed paper which 
had been gold anbossed paper, a beautiful staircase. 1 think i f  you'd 
go isl most of the funeral homes that are old, you w i l l  find the interior 
-dm& and the plaster om-t and that t y p e  of thing on the ceilings 
quite beautihl. 

Q: Is this the b r m  type of uaodmrk that . . . 
A: Yes. kll, the East lake style, of course, m l d  be brom. But 
some of it has been painted white so that it really i s n ' t  typical of 
the period. 

Q: k y .  Are there a lo t  of old lxildings in  the S a g a m  County 
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area a c h  the general public is  not amre of? 

A: Yes, I think so. If you how how t o  go a b u t  the country looking 
for old houses, it i sn ' t  so hard and okiausly a house w i t h  a cement 
block foundation is not old. But one looks for an old stone foundation 
or an old brick foundation. One looks for large chimneys t h a t  might 
have served a fireplace or fireplaces. Then one has t o  learn the general 
architectural features. Same of the hardest places to  find are the 
Federal houses because these =re the plainest, very l i t t l e  decoration, 
and one usually looks for the faundation, the chimneys and that sort  
of thing on the old Federal houses. Also, sorru; of than are story-and- 
a-half houses &ich wren' t kilt too often la ter  on. k have a very 
fine Greek Revival hause that an ordinary citizen might have hilt 
near the comer of Route 97 and 125 to  Springfield on the wy t o  
Clayville. Tnis is a mod s t m t u r e  ht doesn't give us any feeling, 
it has no formal porch like the Old State Capitol, but there are general 
features of Greek Revival style simplified in this house. There are 
many such houses on the highways, b w y s  of Illinois area around 
S p r w i e l d .  One must learn these simple features before you can 
recognize them. 

The town of Petershrg has many old houses including Federal hauses 
and Greek Revival houses, also the tom of Jacksonville. lib must 
remember that a t  one time Jacksorrville ws the largest town in I l l inois ,  
and it was settled by e a l t h y  people who carne fran the East and many 
&o came f r m  &gland. 'Xhey =re interested in culture, as Ere  many 
citizens of Sprmgfield. These tm t o m  E r e  the important: t o w  of 
I l l inois  a t  one time. And w have the fine Beecher H a l l  aver there in 
Jacksonville which is a very fine restored Federal-type kuilding. The 
Governor Duncan Haw is another Federal Euilding mich has unfortunately 
had a la te  Victorian porch added on to  the front and spoils its nice 
simple exterior. 'Ihere are Greek Revival houses, a number of them in 
Jacksonville. There i s  one house which seem to be unique to the 
area, to  this Central I l l inois area, an octagm house, which there are 
at least twnty-five i n  I l l inois still standing. This m s  a style 
of the mid-1800s advocated by Orson Squire Faller of New York. 'Ihe 
house a t  Jacksorrville is a f ram house. There is in the t o m  of Griggsville, 
not too fa r  away 'Lxtt still in Central I l l inois,  a znasonry type of 
octagon house, the type that M r .  Faller advocated in the first place. 
I think one w i l l  find a number of small toms that I can't recollect 
right now in the area. h has only to  consult the history books 
and find out dwn the variuus towns were platted. These are the places 
r e  go to  lo& for old houses. It doesn't pay to  go to the t o w  which 
were mainly established la te r  on. 

Q: k y .  Ibw much time do you spend lecturing on the subject of old 
tuildings, Mrs. Madden? 

A: I spend a good deal of time lecturing, and I have not asked a fee 
for my lectures simply because this is one mans by which I am able 
t o  gain m r e  information. I have an in k e n  I am invited to a town. 
Usually I ask before I go i f  they w i l l  point out to  IIE the old houses 
in  the town, i f  they w i l l  bring to the lecture art icles made in 
Illinois with a l l  the information that they have about them and what kind 
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of industries =re carried on in  the town. I usually v i s i t  the local 
library, I go into their local history books and also into their  
newspapers and c i ty  directories. I gain m h  m r e ,  I am sure, than my 
audience does. (lau&s) 

Hoever, there appears t o  be a great hunger for this type of information, 
and people appear to  be amazed at the types of things that e r e  rnade 
in I l l inois  very early and types of houses that E r e  hilt, the amount 
of sophistication that x i s  in Illinois very early before the 1830s 
and during t h ~  1830s. They are surprised at the amaunt of old hauses 
found in southern Il l inois and that there E r e  French villages in  
I l l inois a t  all. WE have been a very poor advertiser of our s ta te ,  1 
find, e x e p t  for our great national leaders. I& are a poli t ical ly 
oriented s ta te  rather than a culturally oriented state. And yet, it 
is surprising the amxlnt of culture that w find in stxru3 of the 
old evidences in such toms as Belleville which was settled very early 
by Germans, and these =re a cultured people who came into I l l h i s .  
lhey came to  America w i t h  t i t l e s ,  and they were not used to  farming, 
kt they erected houses and as a result ,  brought their culture with 
than; they established art, and t?xy were fine mod carvers. Some of 
their houses are unique in the brick wdc, decoration under the eaves. 
They E r e  very fine brick =sons, stone masons, mod mrkers, a r t i s t s ,  
musicians. This is only one type of t om that I have discovered in  
I l l inois  in  my travels. 

Of course, then w have the Swedish towns such as Bishop H i l l ,  Galestxlrg. 
k have the Moms and the different styles of architecture, Eastern 
architecture and Eslglish architecture that -re brought into Nawoo. 
I find it very discouraging saxetin~s in going to  s m  of these toms 
to  give talks that people have not the slightest idea of who mde. 
smthing tut are mre interested in  who lived there or who owned. 
This is s e t h i n g  I'm trying to  rectify. I ' m  trying to show people 
that the artist in the old-days was a respected individual, that it 
takes much m r e  talent to  make something or to build sanething than 
to om it. The results have been very encouraging. 

Q: Thank you, Mrs. Madden; this interview has been quite rewrding 
to me and beneficial, and I how the oral history class w i l l  enjoy 
this. I 've learned a lo t ,  and I hope you have a l o t  of success in  
your adventure. 

Fnd of Tape 
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Dr .  J!k~t Peaxson, January 31, 1972, Springfield, I l l inois.  

Q: Xhe f i r s t  question I have, Dr. Pearson, for the record wuld you 
please state your professim. 

A: I'm a doctor of ~ d i c i n e .  It's rather interesting that as one 
goes around the country the number of doctors, M.D. I s ,  who have involved 
themselves in  the preservation and restoration mver.uent. And in 
New Jhgland, for example, in several places when old harries and taverns 
and places, one makes inquiry, you find that the doctors have ken, 
probably, m h  greater numbers i n  proportion to the nmkr of doctors 
in any other group in the preservation wmt. 

Q: The next qyestion I have, Dr. Pearson, is, what i s  Clayville and 
sjny did you restore it? 

A: k11, Clayville tavern is one of the few remaining wayside stagecoach 
stops in  Illinois. I 've done s a w  study f ran Cairo t o  Galena on 
this subject and have found the sites of swne four W r e d  stagecoach 
stops along the rmFn 1-s before the railroads cam. And of those 
several hundred sites I 've found about thirty or forty buildings in  
s e  state of repair. People live in  same of them, mst of than, 
in  fact,  they've been abandoned as Clayville MS. There is one other 
stagecoach stop that has been restored partly, and that ' s  a t  the 
Rattly h at  Carmi in  l h i t e  County, Illinois. That: is owed by the 
Wte County Jdistorical Society. 

b y  did we restore it? W l l ,  le t  zne say f i r s t  a l i t t le of the details. 
This place w a s  kilt in either 1824 or 1834, depending on what authority 
one goes by, but it seans that it must have been rather early because in 
1825 it ms described by the great Methodist preacher Peter Cartwri&t. 
And therefore, = think that it n u t  have been hilt a t  least  a year 
before that. This rmined as a sort  of a myside place for saw 
tmnty years and as the railroads caw, it continued to be in use as 
a mre or less boardinghouse place where drovers and ca t t l e  buyers 
muld ccxw £ram the East to  spend the winter in I l l inois  while they 
bought up the ca t t l e  to  ship to  the &st the following spring. 

The n e x t  part of the question i s  why do w restore it? This building 
w s  one of the tw Ixlildings in  central I l l inois that *re thought t o  
be wrthy of study by the Historic k r i c a n  Building Suwey of 1935. The. 
other one king the Old State Capital Building which has been restored. 
My wife, Mary, and I had visited many inns, old inns, across the country 
and i n  h o p e  and e found that this Zxlilding w s  architecturally as 
interesting as many w ' d  seen in other places. It had wnderful 
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modmrk, a l l  walnut. Bricks =re handmade on the grounds and the 
other features of the h i ld ing  indicated it's a very early type of 
construction. W f e l t  it ms a  lust to  restore it. 

Q: Dr. Pearson, I bow that you are an active manher of historical 
organizations. Cwld you nanz saw of these? 

A: kll, I ws one of the founders of the Sangamn Carnty ~ s t o r i c a l  
Society and I 'm now on the b a r d  of the Illinois State Historical 
Society. Perhaps the group I'm mst proud of ,  howwer, i s  the C lay i l l e  
Folk Arts Guild, which is volunteer not for profi t  organization. It was 
founded around Clayville to  not only preserve the architectur a1 things 
around there h t  to preserve knowledge of the arts and crafts  of the 
period of early I l l inois  of the 1830, 1840, 1850 period. This organization 
carries on educational act ivi t ies throughout the year and performs the 
festivals in the spring and f a l l .  

Q: In addition to Clayville, wuld you name any other historical 
lxildings in this vicinity which the general public is not aware of? 

A: &st of the historic h i ld ings  that are open to  the public of 
great interest are already generally knon to  the public. For 
example, the restored Old State Capital Buildmg, the Lincoln k. 
Tne Edwards Hane next to  the Lincoln k. And in this general category 
should be m t i o n e d  the wnderful collection of early Illinois things 
which is in the State Pk~seura. Although this in i t se l f  is not a historic 
building it does conain  a considerable wealth of historical ,  decorative 
arts.  The oldest hause standing in  Springfield is on South Fifth 
Street. A t  one. tirne it was located around the square kt was w e d  m y  
years ago. This has been bought by a private group of people in order 
t o  preserve the lx i ldhg .  &re are sweral other very good old houses 
of the pre-Civil k period around Springfield but unfortunately none 
of them have been thoraughly restored nor canpletely decorated as a 
period house. This wuld be a very important feature t o  d i n g  Springfield 
a place for tours of old houses as is king done in  other c i t i es  l ike 
Natchez, Mississippi, C o l m ~  , Mississippi; Hollow Springs, Mississippi, 
and so forth. %re Dr. Barringer and his wife have presewed and partially 
restored the Rearm J3ughes house at the comer of blmt and Monroe 
street.  The interesting thing about this house is it still had a l l  the 
furniture in it. This i s  of the Victorian period. 

The oldest church in Springfield i s  First  Presbyterian Qlurch. 'Ihe 
camamity n s  organized in 1818. ZZle present lxilding they o c q y  is 
not the original k i l d ing  h t  it ms apparently occupied s m t i m e  in  
the 1860s. Part of the Lincoln children and ~ s .  Lincoln were lxlried 
from this c'tturch. About ten years ago plans e r e  under way t o  demolish 
this church and h i l d  a new one on its s i te .  Sorne of the &rs became 
e x i t e d  about this. The architectural or  decorative features of this 
church are the six glass windows which w r e  put in the church by h i e  
Tiffany in the early part of the 20th century. Later other stain windaws 
were added. Avote of this congregation sweral  years ago, the people 
&o &re interested in restoration, and preservation, the b i ld ing  
was then repaired by engineers for Bisch and the h i ld ing  is now 
structurally sound. Here one can see preserved for the future is the 
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wn&r£ul s ta in  glass windows i n  addition t o  other azchitecmral features 
of the hi ld ing .  Fi rs t  Methodist clx..wch, tha t ' s  still standing and it 
may also be preserved. ?his h i l d i n g  is of sm~what  later vintage 
kt has very interesting architecture. It has a mnremcnt underway 
a t  the present t i m e  to  danolish the U c o l n  Library on South Seventh 
Street. This is a very old bsilding lxlt it is an interesting Greek 
Revival s ty le  and there may be some just i f icat ion in preserving it. 

A nuher of h i l d ings  , houses and churches in  S a n g a n  County. &re's 
a stone house three miles east of Rochester uhich is so old that the 
ear l i e s t  pioneers c.alled it the Old House. No one seam to know w h ~  
hilt it ow why. I had a mmn do some research on it and she m s  
convinced it vas hilt for  the militarv before I l l ino i s  b e c m  a state. 
B u t  there's no m y  t o  ger any addit ionh information on that as far 
as w know because there's absolutely no record of this h i ld ing .  It's 
s t i l l  standing, i t ' s  abandoned and about t o  f a l l  apart. Samething that 
somebody ought to  preserve. It's still in a condition that it could be 
preserved. There's a m n d e r k l  church a t  Island Grove which i s  brick 
and hilt set in^ before the Civil k. This is a e t h o d i s t  church. 
It has a very appealing, I don't think appealing i s  the r ight  wxd, 
bt let's say very interesting cemtery around this church. 

'Phere ' s another stagecoach stop about h e l v e  miles southeast of Springfield 
w h i c h  was on the route betwen Springfield and Vandalia which is 
brick and in very good s t a t e  although it is abandoned and is fa l l ing  
apart and furthermore it w i l l  be at the bt tm of the new lake, So 
i f  anybody had means t o  r o l l  this h i l d i n g  up t o  high land and restore 
it, it wuld  be one of the fine places that d d  certainly be w r t h  
keeping and I suspect in some years t o  came people w i l l  say, ' m y  didn't  
solneone do that?" 

The town of Petersbrg  has the best old hnrrts near Springfield. 
Jacksorrville, which is a lttle farther away, has m y  m e  fine old 
homes of the antebellum period. But they're tearing them down rather 
rapidly, now, also. A few mnderhl courthouses in surrounding carmunities, 
the mst fah lous  FJhich is in Carlirrville, the county sea t  of Macoupin 
Caunty. This edifice is a l m s t  unbelievable. A f e w  are  good old houses 
and some good old houses in the other surrounding counties and particularly 
c m t y  seats l ike  H i l l sb ro ,  Taylowille, Decatur, Lincoln, and in  Cass 
County at Beardstown. A beautiful job of preservation and restoration 
has been done on the old courthouse *re I..,incoln was in the fanrms 
Almanac trial. 

Q: How much time wu ld  you estimate you spend on your historical  
ac t iv i t ies  and Clayville? 

A: &11, I mrk seven days a t  my profession and spend t w  extra days 
a t  Clayville which makes it a nine day &. One of the interesting 
features of Clayville h e n  it m s  in its heyday m s  it was the center 
of ac t iv i t ies  for  the Wig pol i t ica l  party. This m s  during the t k  
that Henry Clay was running for  president on several different occasions 
and the place was renamed from Broadxiell's Tavern to  Clay's V i l l e .  The 
papers of tha t  period record interesting metings that viere held there 
and also they fo-d a Clay's e n ' s  Glee Club. In the organization 
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of Clay's e n  one of the m k r s  m s  Abraham h c o l n .  Lincoln kcme 
the lawyer for memhrs of the Broadwell family which extended over a 
period of about twnty years during FJhich time various members of the 
family viere suing each other. '&3 cases went to  the Suprane Court and 
Lincoln WE involved. 

The architecture of Clayville is called Federal, which is a simple 
h r i c a n  style adapted to  the frontier and did not involve great s k i l l ,  
although the mrkmen of Clayville must have been fa i r ly  skilled. k 
believe they e r e  Germans. The lxilding looks very mch like s a w  
lxlildings w have seen i n  Pennsylvania. There are great hand hewed 
exposed timbers suppoxting the house, A l l  the mtles ,  doors, jacm, 
and a l l  of the modwxk i s  solid black walnut which is said to  have been 
cut frm walnut trees on the grounds. TZle original hand dug stone 
cases ~ l l  is still in operation. llx krn i tu re  of the period for the 
inn have carne £ran houses and Sangam Cauntry which mans that the 
counties that border on the Sangamon River. The decorative a r t s  represent 
the transitional period betwen the frugal cabins of the frontier 
like New Salem and the mre comfortable haws there e r e  developing 

in 
field before the Civil Mr. For emnple, sc~zre of the furnih.xe 

was f a i r  y  good although mch of it WS prh i t ive .  Paintings of the period 
were mstly done by itinerant or  unskilled painters. Unskilled artists. 

?he brick wen in c k  kitchen is t k  only brick oven w how =st of 
the Alleghery Mountains that s t i l l  can IE used and is used to bake 
bread and other baked goods. 

There was a crossroads village at one period kt all  of the  auter 
hi ldings  decayed and were tom down h t  have naw k e n  replaced by other 
authentic hi ldings.  'Ihe log cabin is believed to  have been hilt 
in 1817 and another one i n  1846. k barns of the pre-Civil FJar 
period. These Euildings in  c q s i t e  make up a pair of folk l i f e  
village. People on crafts  and a c t i v i t b s  of the Il l inois period. 
&e of the Ixlildings is occupied by the Country Kitchen educator 
which serves food. The pioneers craf t  shop in  one of the hi ld ings  
where the members of the Clayville Folk Arts Ouild sell their handm.de 
handicraft items. The barn is used as a sunrner theater in the round. 
There is a pottery studio in  the lean-to of one of the barns. And the 
artists colony occupies the central part of one of the barns. An 
authentic early blacksmith s b p  is in operation and a pretty studio. 

And a fa i r ly  new attraction there that is being taken a t  Clayville is 
the adding of certain features of the living pioneer farm. Kre plowing 
w i l l  be done by horses and the other farming rnethods w i l l  be those of 
the period before the Industrial Revolution. This type of pioneer 
fam is being enlarged and w i l l  be supported moxally by the Snithsonian 
Institution of &shhgton. 

Q: *11, Dr.  Pearson, thank you very much for your time and your 
i n t e w i e w .  I'm very much interested in  the history of old lxildings 
and felt I've learned sanething. 

Jbd of Tape 
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Dr. Myne Temple, March 3, 1972, Springfield, I l l inois.  

Corirme Evans, Intervie~r.  

Q: Dr. Temple, could you explain the history of the Archives Building 
and why the architecture is so unique? 

A: I l l inois  has a b u t  the third oldest archival program in  the United 
States. k r k  began here i n  1921 by an act of the Illinois State Legislature 
to  form an archives. It w s n ' t  unti l  the following year, 1922, that the 
program actually got underway. A t  that time, records £ran m y  off ic ia l  
s ta te  offices such as the Adjutant General and the Governor's Office 
and the papers of the legislature were collected and stored in  vaults 
d c h  =re in the basement of the present Centennial Buildimg a i c h  had 
been hilt to  cmmrmrate the centennial of Illinois' statehood. It was 
soon discovered that these vaults were in a very poor place; being in  the 
basemnt, they tended to  be s a ~ t i m s  d a q  and they e r e  not marly large 
enough t o  a c d a t e  the vast holdings that soon came into Miss Norton's 
possession. She vas the f i r s t  archivist, Margaret C. Norton, a very 
distinguished lady. 

'IZle thing that actually brought about the h i ld ing  of the current structure 
ws a disastrous fire *ch occurred i n  the old h r y  on the 18th of 
February, 1934. This f i r e  had been purposefully set there by a d e n t e d  
person and it destroyed many of the Adjutant General's records that 
were held in the vaults in  the Armory. By the my, the present structure 
h r y  was re tu i l t  on the exact s i t e  of the older hi ld ing.  But Secretary 
of State Edward Efughes said that this should nwer be repeated again; 
that as fa r  as the sadness of the destruction of such important records, 
he jmnediately sponsored a b i l l  in the legislature in 1935 to  see that an 
adequate archives lxilding could be constructed. He ws very successful. 
So that in the spring of 1936 in the midst of the Great Depression, the 
f i r s t  footh@ =re put in and that f a l l  a comerstone MIS dedicated and 
abut tm years l a te r  on the 26th day of October i n  1938, the Illinois 
State  Archives Building wis dedicated. 

Now it had ken hilt a t  a cost of approximately a half a million dollars. 
'Ihis is not counting the furnishings and the art-mtal cabinets to store 
records and those types of things you muld specifically think of as the 
appoin-ts necessary to  run a lmilding. Because of the depression, 
this cost m s  kept so very, very low. Also available e r e  scxne of the 
mst skilled artisans and mrkmm because labor m s  trying to find jobs 
and there wren' t simply enough places to  find aaploymat; so, skilled 
laborers =re seeking soarre appoin-t they could f i l l .  

As  it ws then, the f inest  of Bedford limestone came over here for t h i s  
hilding out of the mines near Bedford, Indiana. 'Ihey are solid blocks 
not like today when veneer is laid on structural brick or some other 
mter ia l .  But these are solid blocks of Bedford linlestone. 




