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Preface  

This  manuscript i s  the  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted 
by Bobbe Herndon f o r  t h e  Oral History Off i ce  on November 18, 1972.  

Henr i e t t a  Robinson Herndon w a s  born i n  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  on 
Apr i l  15, 1899. A s  a l i f e - long  r e s i d e n t  of Sp r ing f i e ld ,  Mrs. Herndon 
r e c a l l s  some famous f i r e s  i n  s p r i n g f i e l d ' s  h i s t o r y  a s  we l l  a s  t h e  
horse-drawn f i r e  equipment. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bea r  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inherent  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  no t  
respons ib le  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, nor  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical, 
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Henr i e t t a  Berndon, November 18 ,  1972, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Bobbe Herndon, In te rv iewer .  

Q. This i s  an  in te rv iew wi th  M r s .  Richard Fleetwood Herndon, who is  
my mother-in-law. [Mrs. Herndon's maiden name was Henr i e t t a  Robinson.] 
Mrs. Herndon was born A p r i l  15, 1899 and r a i s e d  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and has 
been a l i f e - long  r e s i d e n t .  

Do you have any a d d i t i o n a l  information t o  add t o  your b ro the r ,  S t u a r t  
Robinson's account of t h e  Dome Building f i r e  of 1917? 

A. Yes, I don ' t  b e l i e v e  he had it c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  dome was b u i l t  of 
g l a s s !  It was q u i t e  b e a u t i f u l .  Of course,  I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it was 
r e in fo rced  wi th  metal  bu t  t h e  whole dome was of g l a s s .  I understood 
t h a t  t h i s  was brought down from Chicago from t h e i r  World's F a i r  i n  
1893, al though i t  could have been a copy of t h e  one up the re .  I ' m  
not  s u r e  about t h a t ,  bu t  I do know t h a t  t h e  one i n  Chicago was a copy 
of t h e  C r y s t a l  Pa lace  i n  London. This i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  background h i s t o r y .  
I d i d n ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  could ever  burn because it looked so very  s t rong ,  
bu t  I suppose t h a t  a11  t h e  wood i n s i d e  made i t  burn l i k e  a g r e a t  furnace.  

Many of us  remember t h a t  n igh t .  I w a s  down wi th  my family a t  t h e  
s t a t i o n  wai t ing  f o r  my b r o t h e r  Langdon t o  come back f rom h i s  o f f i c e r ' s  
t r a i n i n g  school,  Camp Pike down i n  Arkansas. J ay  H i l l  from L i t t l e  Rock 
was wi th  him, they had j u s t  been made second l i e u t e n a n t s  and of course,  
expected t o  have t h e  red  ca rpe t  t rea tment  when they go t  o f f  t h e  t r a i n .  
Well, t h e r e  was l o t s  of r ed  i n  t h e  sky but  not  much on t h e  ground because 
immediately we went out  t o  t h e  fa i rgrounds  t o  s e e  t h e  f i r e .  The crowds 
were so  g r e a t  t h a t  w e  couldn ' t  g e t  very  c l o s e  t o  t h e  f i r e ,  but  i t  was a 
very e x c i t i n g  welcome t o  t h e  boys who had j u s t  been made r e a l  s o l d i e r s .  

I t h i n k  i t  was an  important day and many of u s  remembered i t .  When we 
were t a l k i n g  t h e  o t h e r  evening, Pol ly  Tupper, Mrs. Henry A.  Tupper, she  
was Pol ly  Lloyd, was about t o  be marr ied on t h e  20th of August j u s t  a 
few days a f t e r  the f i r e .  There w a s  a b i g  important p a r t y  t h a t  n igh t  i n  
honor of h e r  and h e r  beloved, Henry Tupper. It was given by C a r r i e  and 
Burt Hatcher, t h a t  was t h e  Johnson Watcher, Hatcher. They were going t o  
have t h i s  l ove ly  p a r t y  f o r  h e r  and of course,  t h e  f i r e  was much more 
important than  any p a r t y  and it broke up; everybody went out  t o  s e e  t h e  
Dome Building burn. So you see ,  i t  made a g r e a t  impression on l o t s  of 
us at  t h a t  time. 

Q. When d id  you f i r s t  s e e  t h e  f i r e ?  A t  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n ?  

A.  I th ink  a t  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  was t h e  f i r s t  t ime w e  no t i ced  i t .  You 
could see t h e  glare,  i t  was tremendously red  i n  t h e  sky. 
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Q. Were your mother and f a t h e r  wi th  you a t  t h e  t r a i n  s t a t i o n  t o  meet 
Lang ? 

A. Yes, and my b r o t h e r s  S t u a r t  and Henson were wi th  us .  We a l l  had gone 
down t o  meet them. Lang was t h e  hero r e tu rn ing  you s e e ,  w i t h  h i s  new 
award which was very  e x c i t i n g .  

Q. How long d id  t h e  f i r e  l a s t ?  Can you remember? 

A. No, but  people d id  go out  t h e  next  day t o  t h e  fa i rgrounds .  What I 
remember was t h e  g r e a t  mess a f t e r  t h e  f i r e  w a s  over ,  g l a s s  and metal-- i t  
was such a mess. O f  course,  we have never had a s  b e a u t i f u l  a bu i ld ing  
i n  t h e  c i t y  s i n c e  then. It w a s  a b e a u t i f u l  bu i ld ing .  

Q. Did you hear  rumors t h a t  t h e  f i r e  had been s e t ?  

A. No we d i d n ' t .  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  I don ' t  know what t h e  cause of 
i t  was. 1 should t h i n k  t h e r e  would be  some records i n  t h e  newspapers 
of t h e  day. 

Q. There a r e  newspaper accounts  bu t  what we are t r y i n g  t o  ga the r  is t h e  
more l i v i n g  account from people who a c t u a l l y  went t o  t h e  f i r e .  

A. Well, I t h i n k  everybody i n  town went. There i s n ' t  any doubt about 
t h a t .  W e  had a Chalmers and went o u t  by ca r .  That was our  f i r s t  c a r ,  
a Chalmers; soon a f t e r  t h a t  we bought a Hudson, bu t  t h e  Chalmers was a 
tour ing  car with  windows t h a t  you could l e t  down. I n  t h e  t i n  shop, they  
had b u i l t  a t runk  t o  go on t h e  back of i t  because of course,  t h e r e  were 
no t runks  i n  t h a t  day. When we had gone Eas t  i n  t h i s  c a r ,  Fa ther  pu t  a l l  
our  s u i t c a s e s  t oge the r ,  no t  only our  s u i t c a s e s  but  our  d u s t e r s  and our  
v e i l s  and h a t s  because, you see ,  we had t o  wear dus t e r s .  They a l l  went 
i n t o  t h i s  metal  t runk  that he had b u i l t  and fas tened  on t h e  back of t h e  
Chalmers ca r .  It was a t ou r ing  c a r ,  an  open ca r .  

Q. It had no roof a t  a l l ?  

A. Oh yes ,  i t  had a roof ,  bu t  no g l a s s ;  i t  w a s  j u s t  i s i n g l a s s ,  those  
l i t t l e  c u r t a i n s  t h a t  you l e t  down i f  it ra ined  hard.  O f  course,  i f  it 
ra ined ,  you stopped. You couldn ' t  manage t h e  road ,  c e r t a i n l y  I l l i n o i s  
roads  were impassable, because we d i d n ' t  have hard roads.  W e  had mud. 

Q. When you say t h e  t i n  shop, you mean Henson-Robinson Company? 

A. Henson-~obinson 's  tPn shop b u i l t  this t runk.  

Q. Do you remember your f a t h e r ' s  cons t e rna t ion  about t h e  f i r e  s i n c e  he 
was doing a l l  t h e  work on t h e  bu i ld ing  a t  t h e  t ime? Were th ings  a l i t t l e  
t ense  a t  your house? 

A.  Yes, because of course,  i t  would have been so easy t o  blame any of 
t h e  t i n n e r s .  For tuna te ly ,  i t  was not  apparent ly  s t a r t e d  i n  t h e  same 
p l ace  t h a t  h i s  workmen had been working, which c l ea red  him. O f  course,  
Fa ther  was superintendent  of t h e  Exh ib i t i on  Building which w a s  a g r e a t  
treat f o r  a l l  of us,  i t  was r i g h t  next t o  t h e  Dome Building. 1 t h i n k  
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t h e  Exhib i t ion  Building is probably s t i l l  t h e r e ,  t h a t ' s  where a l l  t h e  
people brought t h e i r  e x h i b i t s .  He had a n  o f f i c e  t h e r e  during t h e  f a i r  
season. Of course,  it  was wonderful because we had f r e e  en t rance  t o  
t h e  f a i r  wi th  a t i c k e t  on our c a r  o r  on our  ca r r i age .  W e  used t h e  c a r  
though by t h e  t ime of t h e  Dome Building f i r e  because we bought t h a t  c a r  
a couple of yea r s  be fo re  t h a t .  

Q. Was i t  one of t h e  f i r s t  c a r s  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A. Oh no, my no. There were l o t s  of automobiles by 1917. It w a s  a 
b i g  enough c a r  s a  t h a t  a l l  seven of u s  could g e t  i n t o  i t  because Auntie 
M i s s  Margaret Robinson always went wi th  us  on our t r i p s  and we drove as 
f a r  e a s t  a s  Rochester,  New York, once i n  t h i s  ca r .  Of course,  you he ld  
your b rea th  u n t i l  you got  ou t  of I l l i n o i s .  We had g rave l  roads i n  
Indiana a t  t h i s  t ime and some pavement i n  Ohio, s o  you were s a f e  i f  you 
could g e t  ou t  of I l l i n o i s  because I l l i n o i s  was j u s t  mud u n t i l  we got  t o  
Chrisman, Indiana. W e  made a bee l i n e  f o r  t h a t .  And of course you see ,  
we had a Blue Book, put o u t  by t h e  Automobile Assoc ia t ion  and i t  t o l d  
you exac t ly  what t o  do and where t o  go. But i t  was by "turn r i g h t  a t  
t h i s  church" and " turn  l e f t  a t  t h a t  school  house" and "go pas t  t h e  red  
barn1'--that kind of d i r e c t i o n ,  because of course  t h e r e  were no road 
s igns  i n  those  days. 

Q. What e l s e  do you remember about t h e  Dome Building? 

A. I c h i e f l y  remember t h e  Dome Building f o r  t h e  f l o r a l  shows t h a t  they 
had. O f  course,  a s  Stu mentioned they had a l l  of t h e i r  cooking and 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  d i sp l ays  f o r  con te s t s .  But t h e  f lowers  were simply 
b e a u t i f u l  t h a t  they  d isp layed  i n  t h e r e .  And of course I t h i n k  because 
of t h e  g l a s s  dome t h e  l i g h t  f i l t e r i n g  i n  on them made them more glamourous 
probably than they  r e a l l y  were. It was very  e f f e c t i v e .  

Q. Could f lowers  be  grown i n  t h e  Dome Building? 

A. No, no, t h e s e  were a l l  f lowers  t h a t  were t h e r e  t o  win p r i z e s .  The 
f a i r  is s t i l l  an e f f o r t  t o  improve our  a g r i c u l t u r a l  and i n d u s t r i a l  
t h ings  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  and so  of course,  t h e r e  were p r i z e s  and awards f o r  
all. I have some of t hose  awards, a b i g  medal t h a t  Mary Lewis, my 
husband's aunt ,  won for a f lower arrangement a t  t h e  f a i r .  So you see ,  
i t  was t h e  b i g  occasion i n  t h e  c i t y .  

Q. What d i d  t h e  g l a s s  look l i k e ?  

A. It must have been opaque. I do remember t h e  sun coming i n  gave i t  
co lor .  It was p r e t t y ,  very p r e t t y .  

Q. You mentioned t h e  o t h e r  day t h a t  we should do something on o ther  f ires 
i n  Spr ingf ie ld .  

A. Yes, my goodness grac ious ,  we had some b e a u t i f u l  f i r e s .  I t h i n k  t h e  
b e s t  one was t h e  Myers Building f i r e  and then  a l l  of t h e  f i r e s  a t  t h e  
Johnson-Hatcher Company, they  were spec t acu la r .  O n e o f t h o s e  f i r e s  I 
remember e spec i a l ly .  I w a s ,  oh maybe f i v e  o r  s i x  yea r s  o l d  and I was 
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t ak ing  my l i t t l e  b r o t h e r  Henson who was a year  and a h a l f  younger down 
t o  do h i s  Christmas shopping. We l i v e d  a t  Eighth and Edwards and we 
went p a s t  t h e  Johnson-Hatcher and t h e r e  were two b i g  windows i n  t h e  
f r o n t .  In  one of t h e s e  windows was a Santa C l a w  wi th  a l l  t h e s e  toys  
around and a speaking tube  so  you could s tand  out  i n  t h e  s t r e e t  and t a l k  
t o  Santa Claus. Of course  w e  had t o  t a l k  t o  Santa Claus and t e l l  him 
what we wanted. I d i d n ' t  know t h a t  t h e i r  t o y  department was on t h e  
t h i r d  f l o o r  a t  Johnson-Hatchers. 

From t h e r e  we walked over t o  t h e  t e n  cent  s t o r e  which of course was on 
t h e  west s i d e  of t h e  square  and d id  ou r  Christmas shopping. I even 
remember what Henson bought f o r  h i s  f a t h e r .  It was a b e a u t i f u l  shaving 
s t and  w i t h  a l i t t l e  s tand  and a mir ror  about two o r  t h r e e  inches i n  
diameter and a l i t t l e  brush you know t o  mix up your soap and suds and 
a l i t t l e  cup. Oh, i t  was very fancy and he  thought t h a t  was wonderful 
f o r  h i s  f a t h e r .  Well, i t  took a g r e a t  d e a l  of t ime and by t h e  t ime we 
came out  of t h e  t e n  cent  s t o r e  and went up t o  Henson-Robinson Company 
which was j u s t  on F i f t h  S t r e e t  i n  t h e  100 b lock  no r th ,  a l l  t h e  c l e r k s  
were out  and they were so  exc i t ed  t o  f i n d  us because Johnson-Hatchers 
had caught on f i r e  and t h e  family was s u r e  we were on t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  
Of course,  i t  was a d read fu l  f i r e ,  t h e  wa l l s  f e l l  i n  and people were 
h u r t .  And h e r e  we had j u s t  been i n  t h e  t e n  cent  s t o r e  p e r f e c t l y  s a f e ,  
but  you see ,  w e  were j u s t  l i t t l e  b i t t y  tykes.  Now, j u s t  t h ink ,  i t  was 
a l l  r i g h t  f o r  l i t t l e  c h i l d r e n  t o  go uptown by themselves. 

Q. Was Johnson-Hatcher a t o y  s t o r e ?  

A. It was a f u r n i t u r e  department s t o r e ,  rugs and f u r n i t u r e .  I don' t  
t h i n k  they s o l d  any ch ina  bu t  they d i d  sel l  rugs and a l l  household 
th ings .  J u s t  a t  Christmastime they a l s o  s o l d  toys  bu t  I had no idea  
they s o l d  toys.  I d i d n ' t  know where Santa Claus had come from but  
anyway t h e r e  h e  was. But w e  were p e r f e c t l y  s a f e .  

Q. Where w a s  t h e  Johnson-Hatcher s t o r e ?  

A. On t h e  corner  of Adams and Seventh, t h e  southwest corner .  I don ' t  
know what 's  i n  t h e r e  now, but  f o r  a long time Sut tons  was the re .  They 
had a s  many as t h r e e  f i r e s .  It was a b e a u t i f u l  s t o r e ,  bu t  as I say,  
they were i n c l i n e d  t o  have f i r e s .  O f  course,  Myers Brothers  had a 
couple of f i r e s ,  too. 

Q. Was Myers Brothers  where it is today? 

A. Yes, i t  i s  s t i l l  on t h e  same corner .  

Q. When d id  i t  burn down? 

A.  Oh, a couple of t imes,  one r e a l  good one I remember s tanding  i n  t h e  
square watching. But t h e  b e s t  f i r e  was when t h e  Armory burned, t h a t  
was t h e  very b e s t  f i r e .  

Q. T e l l  me about t h a t  one. 
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A. I th ink  i t ' s  a shame t h a t  we don ' t  have movies of t h a t  f i r e  because 
we could have s o l d  them t o  D. M. G r i f f i t h .  They were r e a l l y  spec t acu la r  
because you s e e  t h e  bu i ld ing  was s tone  and i t  had towers on t h e  fou r  
corners  l i k e  a c a s t l e .  When t h e  Armory caught on f i r e ,  i t  was on a 
Sunday and i t  was a f t e r  church so it was one o r  two o 'c lock  i n  t h e  
af ternoon.  The ammunition caught on f i r e  i n s i d e ,  and they apparent ly  
had a l o t  of ammunition i n  t h e r e  because i t  was j u s t  sky rocke t s  and 
boom and bang. Oh i t  was wonderful. I s tood  over t h e r e o n  the  Capi to l  
grounds; Lewis Herndon, my brother-in-law and I stood the re .  I don ' t  
know where everybody e l s e  was bu t ,  oh i t  w a s  wonderful. Why we d i d n ' t  
t ake  p i c t u r e s  of i t ,  I don ' t  know. I ' m  s u r e  someone must have. 

Q. The Capi to l  grounds were where t h e  s t a t e  Capi to l  is  today? 

A. Yes, and t h e  Armory was where t h e  Armory is  today, between Monroe 
and Adams, t h e  bu i ld ing  went a l l  t h e  way through you see .  We were c l o s e  
and i t ' s  a good view from t h e  h i l l  t he re .  

Q. Did a l l  t h e  f i r e  t r u c k s  come out  t o  f i g h t  t h e  f i r e ?  

A. Oh yes of course! They couldn ' t  do a th ing  because you s e e  t h e  f i r e  
was on t h e  i n s i d e  and t h e  s t o n e  s tood.  The s t o n e  he ld  up f i n e  bu t  
every th ing  i n s i d e  burned up, 

Q. What kind of s t o n e  was i t ?  

A. Well, i t  was cu lve r  s tone .  There s t i l l  is  a cu lve r  s tone  bu i ld ing  on 
Mason and Ninth, I t h i n k  r i g h t  a long t h e r e  by t h e  r a i l r o a d .  I t ' s  b i g  
block s t o n e  and makes f i n e  c a s t l e s .  We used t o  have a l o t  of i t  around 
but I don ' t  know where i t ' s  a l l  gone. I guess they 've  been t o r n  down. 
It wasn't  smooth, i t  w a s  kind of rough on t h e  outs ide .  A t  l e a s t  i t  
looked rough, I ' v e  never f e l t  i t .  

They a l s o  used t o  d r i l l  i n  t he re .  It w a s  a much b igger  open p l ace  than 
t h e  present  Armory. It d i d n ' t  have as many o f f i c e s  a s  I remember, 
because I remembered t h e  boys d r i l l i n g  i n s i d e  f o r  t h e  F i r s t  World War. 
So I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  it  must have been a much b igger  open p l ace  than  t h e  
present  Armory. And i t  was much more of a barracks-looking p lace .  It 
was a block from nor th  t o  south  and e a s i l y  a ha l f  a block,  almost th ree-  
f o u r t h s  of a block e a s t  and west,  i t  went c l e a r  t o  t he  power p l a n t .  We 
always have had t h e  power p l an t  t h e r e ,  I guess i t ' s  s t i l l  the re .  I 
f o r g e t  when t h i n g s  awe t o r n  down, But I b e l i e v e  t h e  power p l a n t  i s  
s t i l l  t h e r e ,  they used i t  t o  h e a t  a l l  t h e  s t a t e  bu i ld ings .  And then  
t h e  greenhouse was t h e r e  too. 

Q. What greenhouse? 

A. Well, t h e  state greenhouse. It was n o r t h  of t h e  power p l a n t .  Is 
it t h e r e  anymore? (laughs) 

Q. I don't  know, I 'll have t o  go look. Why was t h e  s t a t e  i n  t h e  
greenhouse bus iness?  
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A. Well, they furn ished  a l l  t h e  f lowers  f o r  t h e  gardens around t h e  
Statehouse T guess.  But they d id  have a greenhouse t h e r e .  

Q. Was it a f h c t e d  by t h e  f i r e ?  

A. I don' t  know, I remember t h e  bui ld ing .  I ' m  s u r e  it must have 
broken t h e  g l a s s  i n  t h e  greenhouse because i t  w a s  a ho t  f i r e  and a s  I 
say it w a s  l i k e  sky rocke t s  shoot ing out  t h e  top.  

Q. Were any people h u r t  i n  t h e  f i r e ?  

A. Not t h a t  I know o f .  O f  course,  t h e r e ' s  always rumors of why i t  
burned, you know. 

Q. What rumors have you heard? 

A. I d i d n ' t  know i f  any of them a r e  t r u e ,  so  I can ' t  say.  

Q. You must have heard some. 

A. They always say  sabotage,  bu t  T don ' t  b e l i e v e  so .  

Q. By whom? 

A. I don' t  know what would be  t h e  reason because we were s t i l l  i n  t h e  
depress ion  then. 

Q. About what y e a r  was t h i s ?  

A. It had t o  be  i n  t h e  e a r l y  1930's sometime, bu t  I wouldn't know t h e  
exact d a t e  on i t ,  but i t  was a good f i r e .  

Q. Can you remember where t h e  rest of your family was? 

A.  No, I can remember being t h e r e  w i th  Lewis and I don ' t  know whether 
he took me down t h e r e  i n  h i s  ca r .  I wouldn't  have any idea  why I was 
wi th  Lewis bu t  I was because w e  bo th  bemoaned t h e  f a c t  t h a t  we d i d n ' t  
have cameras because i t  would have made such a sp lendid  movie--just a  
sp lendid  movie because t h e r e  was n o t  only a l l  t h e  people bu t  t h e  
shoot ing.  It: would have t o  be a  sound movie, of course,  a sound t r ack .  
It was r e a l  good s t u f f .  

Q. Would t h e  s t o r e  bu i ld ings  be  r e b u i l t ?  

A. Yes, they were r e b u i l t .  They were b i g  bu i ld ings ;  they were three-  
s t o r y  h igh  you know. The Myers Building,  t h e  f i r s t  one, wasn't  as high 
and when they r e b u i l t  they  put t h e  o f f i c e s  i n .  

Well you know, we always went t o  fires. You'd hear  t h e  f i r e  a larm and 
i t  d i d n ' t  make any d i f f e r e n c e  what was going on, you went t o  t h e  f i r e .  

Q. Did we have a  pa id  f i r e  department a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  



Henr i e t t a  Herndon 7 

A. Oh s u r e ,  and h a l f  t h e  fun  when I was growing up was t o  go a t  e i g h t  
o ' c lock  o r  j u s t  before  e i g h t ,  down back of Ci ty  Bal l .  Number one f i r e  
department was t h e r e  on Monroe, between Seventh and Eighth. And i f  you 
went down a l i t t l e  be fo re  e i g h t  you could s tand  t h e r e  and watch t h e  
d r i l l .  O f  course t h e r e  were ho r ses  you see. Oh i t  was wonderful 
because you could watch them do t h e i r  d r i l l .  They would r i n g  a b e l l  
and then  t h e  men t h a t  were u p s t a i r s  would s l i d e  down t h e  p o s t  and t h e  
ho r ses  knew how t o  ge t  i n t o  t h e i r  p l aces  quickly and they d id ,  and a l l  
the  r e i n s  and every th ing  were snapped on and they dashed out  t h e  f i r e -  
house. Wehy, i t  was j u s t  wonderful! And of course they d id  i t  supposedly, 
i n  record time. It was more fun i f  you were a l i t t l e  k id  t o  go down t h e r e  
and watch them do it.  O f  course, I j u s t  l i v e d  down a t  Eighth and Edwards 
so  i t  was only a s h o r t  walk f o r  me. That was a g r e a t  way t o  spend t h e  
summer evening was t o  walk down and watch. 

Q. Oh, t h i s  was i n  t h e  evening? 

A. Eight o ' c lock  i n  t h e  evening. They always had a d r i l l  a t  e i g h t  
o ' c lock  i n  t h e  evening. 

The f i r e  department was r e a l l y  about where t h e  Municipal Building is, 
you s e e  i t  was back of i t .  The o l d  bu i ld ing  was where t h e  foun ta ins  a r e  
and t h i s  was r i g h t  i n  back of i t  f ac ing  on Monroe, so t h e  ho r ses  would 
dash onto Monroe S t r e e t .  And of course,  we had a d o u b l e l i n e o f  s t r e e t -  
c a r s  then  too, so  t h a t  was p r e t t y  e x c i t i n g  because they might run i n t o  
t h e  s t r e e t c a r  you know. Oh, dear! 

Q. Did they ever? 

A.  ( laughs)  Not t h a t  I ever  knew of bu t  i t  was p r e t t y  e x c i t i n g  and we 
kept  hoping. 

Q. Would t h e r e  be  a l i t t l e  crowd t h e r e  every n igh t  t o  watch t h e  show? 

A. Oh yes ,  yes. It was a good show. 

Q. Did they  have a dog wi th  them? 

A. I don ' t  remember a dog, bu t  I do remember t h e  men s l i d i n g  down t h e  
pos t .  That was wonderful how they would s l i d e  down. Why they were 
u p s t a i r s  i n  t h e i r  bedrooms, I don ' t  know about i t  bu t  t h a t  was p a r t  of 
t he  d e a l  because they were suppose t o  answer t h e  f i r e  a t  any time you 
see,  day o r  n igh t .  

Q. Oh, t h a t ' s  wonderful. What happened a f t e r  t h e  d r i l l ?  

A.  Well, they would r i d e  around a few blocks and come back and it was 
very tame. 

Q. Did they ever  l e t  you ge t  r i d e s ?  

A.  No, no. 
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Q. Did they wear uniforms? Dark blue? 

A. Oh sure ,  sure .  They s tood on t h e  back of t h e i r  hook and ladder .  

Q. How many ho r ses  pu l l ed  t h e  hook and ladder?  

A. Two. 

Q. Oh, j u s t  two? 

A. Two pu l l ed  the ,  oh what do you c a l l  t h e  t h ing  t h a t  had t h e  hose 
on i t ?  

Q. The hose wagon? 

A.  Well, i t  had a pump on i t  too  you s e e  t h a t  would f o r c e  t h e  water 
h igher  so i t  had some kind of a motor. 

Q. So t h e r e  was a  whole cavalcade by t h e  time you got  t h e r e ?  Four 
horses  and two wagons, about how many men? 

A.  Well, 1 imagine t h e r e  were probably f o u r  on each wagon, a t  l e a s t  
I know t h e r e  were fou r  o n t h e h o o k  and ladder ,  because t h e r e  two s tood  
i n  t h e  back and two s a t  i n  t h e  f r o n t .  I imagine a t  l e a s t  two, maybe 
fou r  on the-- there 's  a  word f o r  t h a t  o t h e r  con t r ap t ion  they had wi th  
the  hose, 

Q. Were t h e  ho r ses  s t a b l e d  s i g h t  i n s i d e  t h e  f i r e  house? 

A.  Yes, oh yes. They were b i g  horses ,  they were b e a u t i f u l  horses .  

Q. Did they  have names, d i d  you have f a v o r i t e s ?  

A. Oh no, I never  d id  go t h a t  far. Course you s e e ,  ho r se s  were s o  
common. We had our  own ho r ses  and a  cow, so they weren ' t  q u i t e  such a  
treat. Today now, horses  downtown would be q u i t e  a sensa t ion  but  i t  
wasn't  then. It was j u s t  t h a t  t h e s e  were so w e l l  t r a i n e d .  They knew 
t h e i r  business .  They were f i r e  horses ,  r e a l l y  I mean i t .  J u s t  
exac t ly  Like, you know, t h e  bee r  horses  t h a t  they t r a i n e d  t o  p u l l  t h e  
beer  wagons; t hose  were s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  ho r ses  and t h e s e  were 
s p e c i a l l y  t r a i n e d  f o r  the f i r e  engines.  They knew when t h e  b e l l  rang 
t h a t  t h a t  was t h e i r  s i g n a l .  

Q. Someone would l e t  them out  of t h e i r  s t a l l  and they would get them . . . 
A. A l o t  of t h a t  was p r e t t y  automatic  because i t  happened so  f a s t .  To 
me it w a s  j u s t ,  oh my it just seemed l i k e  i t  was a mirac le .  

Q. What was the l a s t  f i r e  you can remember see ing  wi th  t h e  horses?  

A.  With t h e  horses?  Oh heavens, couldn ' t  t e l l  you. You see ,  when 
th ings  change you dan ' t  even remember they change. 
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Q. Were they t h e r e  f o r  t h i s  Johnson-Hatcher f i r e ?  

A.  Oh, I ' m  s u r e  they were. Oh course you see ,  we had l o t s  of f i r e  
houses around. I don' t  t h ink  we have a s  many f i r e  houses a s  we used 
t o  have. We used t o  have--one on Fourth S t r e e t ,  on Fourth and South 
Grand Avenue, and t h e r e  was one on North Grand and, North Grand and 
Sixth,  and t h e r e  was one on West--well now l e t ' s  s e e  where t h a t  was, 
Well, I know exac t ly ,  t h e  Vre t t  p l ace ,  i t  was on Edwards and MacArthur 
on the  no r theas t  corner.  The f i r e  house is  s t i l l  t h e  same bu i ld ing ,  
And of course t h e r e  were some i n  t h e  e a s t  p a r t  of town, those  were 
r i g h t ,  you know, wi th in  a r ad ius  of a mile .  But of course,  wi th  horses  
you d i d n ' t  g e t  around a s  f a s t  a s  you do w i t h  a motor. 

Q. Number One F i r e  House w a s  your f a v o r i t e ?  

A. Oh su re ,  t h a t  w a s  nea re s t .  But of course,  a l l  of them would come 
t o  a b ig  f i r e .  

Q. Would they  blow a w h i s t l e ?  You s a i d  t h a t  when t h e r e  was a f i r e  you 
a l l  came. How did  you know t h e r e  w a s  a f i r e  o t h e r  than  see ing  t h e  smoke? 

A. I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a w h i s t l e  l i k e  our  s i r e n s ,  t h a t  kind of a w h i s t l e .  
Because we c e r t a i n l y  knew t h e r e  was a f i r e .  We always chased t h e  f i r e  
engines.  I don' t  mean j u s t  us ,  everybody d id .  

Q. Could you g e t  ou t  of school? 

A. Oh no, no, no, my grac ious  no! But we c e r t a i n l y  could go t o  t h e  f i r e .  
Some boys were e s p e c i a l l y  f i r e  bugs. They would keep records  and they 
would go t o  every kind of a f i r e ,  s i l l y  l i t t l e  f i r e s  l i k e  garages 
burning, no I mean barns  burning, they  weren ' t  garages then,  they were 
barns.  But they went t o  every f i r e ,  even t r a s h  f i r e s .  

Q. There were no volunteer  firemen i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  then? 

A. Not t h a t  1 remember. 

Q. It w a s  r e a l l y  a b i g  c i t y  then.  

A. Oh, yes ,  oh we had hydrants .  We a r e  probably using t h e  same ones 
today. Then t h e r e  was t h e  Leland Hotel  f i r e .  

Q. When was t h a t ?  

A. That was i n  1908. I w a s  n ine  years  o ld ,  j u s t  a l i t t l e  g i r l .  There's 
one Johnson-Hatcher i n  1907 I glimpse down here .  ( looking a t  l i s t )  Here's 
another  one i n  1913. Oh, t h e  Boston s tore  f i r e  too--that was a good f i re .  

Q. Where was t h e  Boston s t o r e ?  

A. It w a s  on t h e  e a s t  s i d e  of t h e  square on S i x t h  S t r e e t .  It was i n  
t h e r e  about where S t e r n ' s  is. No t h e r e  was a jewelry s t o r e  on t h e  a l l e y  
the re .  The Boston s t o r e  was south of t h a t .  
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Q. Was t h i s  b u i l t  be fo re  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Building was b u i l t ?  

A. Yes, oh yes.  Oh, t h e  I l l i n o i s  Building is new. 

Q. What d id  you hea r  about t he  governor 's  mansion f i r e ?  

A. That was Matteson's f i r e .  Well, we a l l  knew t h a t  t h a t ' s  where t h e  
mansion had been and t h a t  t h i s  was, oh a  dreadfu l  th ing .  I ' m  t r y i n g  
t o  t h i n k  what I d i d  hea r  about i t  because i t  was more than  j u s t  a 
d read fu l  f i r e .  I c a n ' t  remember. I s n ' t  t h a t  t e r r i b l e ?  I'll t h ink  
about t h a t  because t h e r e  was some--I canl.t: remember whether it  burned 
up some of t h e i r  t h ings  o r  whether t h e r e  w a s  some scandal  connected 
wi th  it. 

Q. Do you th ink  Spr ing f i e ld  had more f i r e s  than  o t h e r  places? 

A. Oh no, no. 

Q. You j u s t  enjoyed them more? 

A. Well you s e e ,  we d id  use l o t s  of wood as we l l  a s  br ick .  We used 
l o t s  of wood and we d i d n ' t  have any f i r e  f i g h t i n g  . . . you know, t h e r e  
were no s p r i n k l e r  systems o r  anything l i k e  t h a t .  

END OF TAPE 


