Preface

This maruscript is the product of tape-recorded interviews conducted
by C. Arthur Bradley for the Oral History Office on August 4, 1988.
Marge Towery transcribed the tapes and Linda Jett edited the
transcript. Henry Harvey reviewed the transcript.

Henry Harvey was a student at Union Theological Seminary in the fall
and early winter of 1940-1941. He, therefore, was involved in events
centering around the eight C.0.s who went to jail from Union Seminary
that fall. He had pacifist leanings at that time. He did register
and accepted C.0. status. Wwhen Dellinger, Dallas, and Benedict went
off to Danbury in November, Henry moved over to the Newark Cammunity
in order to help keep it running along with the three wives of those
men and several other interested Union and Barnard students. Wwhile he
was out at a retreat on the Newark Community's farm he realized that
he wanted to do service work through a job that was offered to him
with the American Friends Service Committee working with Spanish
refugees in Vichy, France. When he returned from that job Henry
completed his work at Union Seminary graduating in 1945 and he served
a Congregational Parish for two years in Redvale, Colorado. At the
end of that time he decided to enter medical school and is a graduate
of Harvard Medical School. His education previous to Union was taken
in Brookline schools and Rivers School. Dr. Harvey is a graduate of
Deerfield Academy and of Amherst College in 1938,

Henry's entire medical professional life was spent with a cocperative
group practice called the Acton Medical Associates with which he was
associated 35 years as a family physician. He is a member of the
Unitarian Church in Littleton. He was president, treasurer, and a
trustee of the Littleton Conservation Trust for many years. He is a
member of appropriate medical societies, etc. Henry is married to
Marjorie who serves as a writer and an editor of the local Littleton
newspaper. The couple has four grown children.

C. Arthur Bradley has been an Associate Conference Minister for the
Illinois Conference of the United Church of Christ, deployed in the
Central Association in Peoria, Illinois, from 1980 to the present.
Dr. Bradley grew up in Shaker Heights and Oberlin, Chio. Since 1952
he has been an ordained clergyman, first in the Congregational-
Christian Churches and then after the merger in the United Church of
Christ. He has served churches in New Hampshire and Comnecticut. He
holds a Bachelors degree from Harvard College, a Masters of Divinity
Degree from Union Theological Seminary, a Masters of Sacred Theology
from Yale Divinity sSchool, and a Doctor of Philoscophy in American
studies from New York University. Dr. Bradley is married to Jean and
they have four adult children.



Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be

in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permisgion in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois 62794-9243.




Henry Harvey, August 4, 1988, Littleton, Massachusetts.

C. Arthur Bradley, Interviewer.

Q: What I'd like to talk first about is your experience of Union at
that time and the atmosphere and actually how you responded to the
issue of pacifism and what you know about that period.

A: As T recall I was pretty much of a pacifist before I went to Union
because I'd been in the Amherst Christian Association.

Q: Back to the Union years. You would have had that pacifism then

A: Well, it was the Student Christian Movement. Perhaps you know
Jeffrey Campbell and Rose Terlano and some of those pecple.

Q: Yes. Did you have that in prep school in Deerfield?

A: No. ©Oh, no, Deerfield was very conservative. It would train you
to become an advertising executive or a lawyer or a businessman.

Q: So then you went to Amherst and you had that broadenirng view of
Jeffrey Canpbell, and who was the other one?

A: Rose Terlano.

Q: Did you go to conferences?

A: I went to the (Student Christian Movement) conferences. There I
saw movies of pecple doing service in the sumertime in a Quaker work
camp. So I went to Termessee one summer, and the coal fields of
Pemnsylvania for one sumer. These were all very formative years.

Q: VYes, they would be very formative, wouldn't they? So that you had
that concern for social justice growing out of those two experiences.

A: Right.
Q: So then you got to Union in what, 19392

A: Fall of 1938. Right after the hurricane. Yes, I was driving
between Boston and New York the day after the hurricane.

Q: Okay, in the fall of 1938 then you began. What kinds of
influences there, what was formative there for you . . .
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A: Of course, Union Seminary wasn't entirely pacifist at that time.
Reinhold Niebuhr had his followers, and the pacifist wing was
represented by Harry Ward, who was then almost fully retired but not

quite.
Q: So did you take classes with any of those pecple?

A: Yes, with Niebuhr, Tillich, Lyman and Richardson and others. I
evenpmachedasexmntol—lanymersonFosdldc. The faculty was
divided and the student body was divided.

Q: Was it?
A: Oh, yes.
Q: And where would you sense this division, in the bull sessions?

A: Yes. There were vigorous bull sessions, of course. The whole
attitude toward the rising power of Germany and the Nazis and all the
discussions were--of course that was the t{me that Chamberlain said,
"Peace in our time." That was the time of the Oxford pledge and that

sort of thing.

Q: How did you respond to that? Were you continuing your pacifism
during that time?

A: Yes, I was, ves.

Q: So you felt that it would not do, at that time, to use violence to
stop Hitler. It was not something that was justified?

A: I dian't think it was justified. And of course, my own family, my
father was very much a follower of Henry L. Stimson, who is
incidentally a first cousin of my mother. Henry L. Stimson had been
advocating a show of strength against the Japanese expansion as early
as 1936.

Q: That's right, he did.

A: Henry L. Stimson was never believed, like Churchill. They didn't
follow him.

Q: But how did you feel about that?

A: Well, at that time I was very much opposed to his ideas.

Q: Even though they came through your . . .

A: I must say, locking back on it, seeing the way history worked out
?gg;.g.War IT might have been avoided if we had followed some of his

Q: You feel that locking back on it. At that time you didn't feel
that.
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A: I was not totally convinced.

Q: Did you have any contact with Henry L. Stimson?

A: I wanted to visit him in Washington, but got a very cool reply to
my letter. I never met him. He was an intense patriot even to the
point of dropping the atom bamb, which he could have stopped but
didn't.

Q: So you're not so sure that he, in retrospect, if he'd won out it
would have made any difference.

A: Maybe that's a trial that the world had to go through no matter
what. If you read what he had to say, if you read what Churchill had
to say, they are very convincing. Things might have been different.

Q: Wwhat ifs, the what ifs of history are never quite there. All
right. But even s0, you did not feel that at that time. |

A: I think that the ocutcame of a war with a victory always leads to
the seeds of the next. The only war that we have had with a
negotiated peace was, of course, the Korean War, which all the
military people think was terrible. But I think that it was a victory
for mankind to have that negotiated peace.

Q: Absolutely. Rather than to have the unconditional surrender of
World War II which had the ocbliteration baombing which we did.

A: Well, if it hadn't been for the Marshall Plan we would have been
in trouble by now, I'm sure.

Q: I think you're right. I fully agree with that. So during that
period you were still very strongly on the pacifist side.

A: Yes, by my connections to the Quakers and the Student Christian
Movement and various organizations at Union.

Q: Now were you at all convinced by Reinhold Niebuhr's . . .
A: Well, I listened to him and he's a very persuasive fellow.
Q: He sure is.

A: But I was not fully convinced.

Q: You weren't.

A: No, I couldn't follow him. His views were too pessimistic.

Q: lLet's move to when those students moved ocut down to 125th Street.
Remember the four of them were down there.

A: Yes, they had an apartment there. They moved out of Hastings
Hall.
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Q: 'That's right. Did you ever go down and visit them?
A: Yes, I did. I went down there and visited them.

Q: What was it like?

A: Well, it was one block off of Seventh Avernue.

Q: Right.

A: 1In those days it was perfectly safe for a white male or a young
white man to go onto the avermes, but the side streets were forbiddn
because the only white, young male person on the side streets was
looking for women. That was fiercely resented by the young men down
there so that was . . .

Q: Soyouneverwenton . ..
A: It was dangerous. Yes.
Q: Did they live on a side street?

A: I think they were, just off the Averue. I visited them. Wasn't

cognizant of the dangers of the city as much then as I would be now.

Iwalkedthm@thepar]matmghtarﬂltookthemys. They said
Morningside Park was unsafe at night but I never had any problem.

Q: But that created a storm in the seminary, the fact that those
young men moved out. Uncle Henry was angry at that. Do you remember

anything about that?

A: I wasn't in on any decisions. I never heard him express himself
really forcefully on that. Honestly, I don't remember it. His
general attitude was very conservative. That move was an affront to
his management of the seminary.

Q: Doymrememberanyreverberatlons from the raising the red flag
that Horton and Dumbrowski did maybe three or four years before?

A: That was before I came. That was an event that had occurred.
There was some mention of it but it wasn't a big--it wasn't a big

thing.
Q: It was a prank more than anything else. Okay. So then you came

alorx;tothetm\emenRooseveltwasmrklngtogetthepeacetm
draft through. Were the discussions of the seminary about that?

A: Rather intense disucssions, yes.

Q: Where did they occur? Again in bull sessions?

A: Bull sessions. In the bull sessions. Those of us who tended to
go to bed early, I being a morning person rather than a night person,

I wasn't in on any of them kbut I would have been very sympathetic to
them.
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Q: Where did you do field work that year?

A: I did my field work at Broadway Tabernacle. Which is a strange
place but I had a family connection there because my grandfather, my
mother's father, had been minister at Broadway Tabernacle, until they
split and he went off with half the congregation and founded the
Manhattan Church.

Q: What was his name?
A: Henry A. Stimson.
Q: ©Oh, I see. So it was the Stimson . . .

A: I was not named after Henry L. Stimson. I was named after ny
grardfather, Henry A. Stimson. So I'm Henry Stimson Harvey.

Q: That's fascinating. So you didn't get any of this radicalism or
this——how much of this pacifism was also intertwined with socialism
for you?

A: Coming out of the Student Christian Movement, it was a very strong
connection between the pacifists and the socialists. And we all read
MacGregors', the little pamphlet, perhaps you know it, "The Christian
Basis of Communism."

Q: That sourxis right.

A: Ard we'd all read that. And we'd all read Bernard Shaw, “An
Intelligent Woman's Guide to Socialism." And there was a strong bent
in the radical direction.

Q: Wwhat part of that appealed to you, this social justice that that
was attempting to bring? So that was a part of the reading but was it
the social justice aspect of that, the fact that . . .

A: The social justice aspect, of course, was what attracted me. The
fact that communism becomes a fascist dictatorship was not emphasized
and we didn't have encugh experience with it at that time.

Q: There were some of the people who were into democratic socialism
who, you know, very early followed Reinhold Niebuhr in texrms of his
anti-commmnism because he was a very strong anti-commmist.

A: Yes, ard of course, he had been pacifist and then he changed. And
then I read "Christainity and Crisis" as it came along.

Q: So you listened to the . . .
A: We listened to the argument, ves.

Q: You wouldn't get that kind of radicalism in your field work. It
would all be at Union Seminary then.
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A: SoIadoptedmeQuaerpacifismratherthantheacademm of
course the ones who were politically pacifist were the ones that were
totally upset when Hitler and Stalin got together in the summer of
1939.

Q: ©Oh yes. 'Ihenmey}umthattheycmﬂ.dn'tbeccnmmmsts. They
had to be socialist but they couldn't be communists.

A: Then I never was in the group that went to Spain.
Q: No. You never were tempted to be a part of that.

A: My interest in Spain came later when I was dealing with the
Spanish refugees after being in southern France.

Q: So the discussions about the draft occurred--then you came back in
the fall of 1940. Can you tell anything about the events that led up
to this major event of having these eight . . .
A: Was that the fall? I couldn't even date it.

Q: I'll date it for you. It was the fall of 1940 so it would have
been registration day was the sixteenth of October 1940.

A: 1938-1939 I was a freshman.

Q: 1939-1940 you were a middler. Then the next year, your senior
year, the beginning of your senior year the draft resistance occurred.

A: That's right. Because I had only one year to complete later on.

Q: So do you remember any of those events, any of the things that
surraunded that?

A: My memory's very hazy at that point.

Q: What did you do that summer?

A: Summer of 19407

Q: Summer of 1940.

A: I had a student pastorate in Maine.

Q: So you were already experimenting with the rural church.

Yes. I went with the Umbagog lLarger Interstate Parish which is
partlyianHanpshireardpartlyinMaine

Q: Oh, up around Errol?
A: Maine ard Errol, New Hampshire.
Q: What'd you think about that?
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A: Well, there were two pastors, Manter and Jones. Each of them took
a month's vacation. The two men ran the larger Parish and preached
alternately in each other's churches and took each end of the parish.
I followed the schedule of the man who was taking a month's vacation.
Q: Did you like it?

A: Yes, that was fascinating experience. I got to know I think the
names of every family in all 55 miles of highway from Sunday River in
Maine all the way to Wentworth location which is also in Ma but you
have to go through Errol, New Hampshire to get back into Maine.

That's an interesting part of the world.

Q: It is. Have you ever been back up there?

A: Well, driven through.

Q: But you've never gone back to those little churches to see what
has happened?

A: No.

Q: So that's what you did in the summer. You came back in the fall
and there was all this talk and agitation about "What'll we do, should
we sign up or not?"

A: Now wait.

Q: The fall of 1940.

A: That's right. The war had been going on . . .

Q: No, the war hadn't started. This was the peacetime draft.

A: The war had started, but the United States was not in the war.

Q: That's right. The war had started overseas, yes, in 1939.

A: The division of Poland had occurred. The battle of Britain was
later.

Q: That was a little later but it was the . . .

A: So called phony war. It was the Maginot Line. The fall of France
wasml - [ ]

Q: I think that wasgs in . . .
A: ., . . June of 1940.
Q: . . . June of 1940. But this is the fall of 1940. By this time .
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A: So France had fallen and the Britain had rescued its army from
Dunkirk and they were pleading so desperately to Roosevelt to send
them some aid.

Q: And we started to have the Lend Iease destroyers.
A: And he sent them destroyers without asking anybody.

Q: That's right. That puts you back in time, the secular things that
were going on there. What was going on in Union Seminary at that time
wag that at least this group, the organized people like David

Dellinger and Bill Iovell and Howard Spragg, those that were both
socialists and pacifists felt very strongly that they needed to do
same witnessing about not signing up in order to show that they did
not approve of a peacetime draft. They thought this was not a good
way to go. So discussions occurred from about September, third week
of September through October 15. Do you remember anything about those
at all?

A: I don't remember. Although I must have been in on that. There
was the turmoil. We were trying to study and trying to . . .

Q: Do you remenber, the worship service, after they had or just
before they had refused to register and it was a very supportive
worship service. Roger Shimm had said he was going to sign up.

A: I remember one service which was very, very moving. Now whether
it occurred just after they had signed this statement or just before
it, I can't remember. But I do remember the service, yes.

Q: Do you remember anything about who spoke in that service?

A: I remember we sang the Welch student hymn to the tune of Ton-y-
Botel. "Once to every man and nation comes the moment decide." I
remember being very mach moved by that. You say the actual . . .

Q: Dave's description was October 15 when they handed him . . .

A: I suppose the reason that they were sent to jail so promptly was
that they publicized their . . .

Q: Absolutely. Sure, they put it--it was on the front page.
A: It if had simply been non-registrants, then nobody would have
known

Q: Actually what happened was the goverrment was prepared for this
and they sent the draft board to Union Seminary so that everybody
could register. These people then came up to the table with the three
members of the draft board sitting there and handed in their
non-registration statement and they received a subpoena in return
saying that they should appear in court the next morning.

A: So the goverrment was ocut to make a case right on the spot.
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Q: Because the publicity was all over this country that these
leaders, student leaders of Union Seminary were not going to register.
They felt they had to make an example of them. They put them up on
canspiracy charges, of course they didn't prove that. They jailed
them for non-registration.

A: Do you remember or do you know who their lawyer was? It wasn't
William Kuntsler, I don't suppose.

Q: No. He was not yet a part of that. Yes, I've been told the name
of their lawyer. It was a Wall Street lawyer who, you know, Uncle
Henry probably asked if he would be willing to be there. I mean he
felt a pastoral concern even though he was very much opposed to their
action. This man really said, "You know, this is very serious and
with your charge they could put you away for five years." But what
the judge actually did was he sentenced them to a year and a day--so
he sentenced them that long so it would be a felony and they would be
sent to the federal prison rather than a local because that would have
been worse as far as their imprisorment was concerned. The terms of
it were that if at any time during that time they would register and
take their 4-D classification, they could get ocut. So the eight of
them headed off to jail. But you registered at that time.

A: Yes.
Q: And got your 4-D classification.

A: No, I was eventually classified 4-E, conscientious objector. Wwhen
had the move to Newark taken place?

Q: The move to Newark had taken place that summer.

A: That summer. So that they were no longer in the apartment in
Harlam.

Q: That's right. They moved up to Newark when Dave received, Dave
Dellinger was given the opportunity of providing a summer program in
Jobe Memorial Church, which was the church that he served in in
Newark. Yes, he was a field work student there.

A: Was it called the Jobe Memorial Church? Was it the local
Congregational Church?

Q: Iocal Congregational Church?

A: Because I remember the church and its minister very well.
Q: You remember the minister?

A: Vernon Booker. I remember him well.

Q: What was he like?

A: Well, he was on the spot the way everybody else was who came in
contact with these people. He was very sympathetic. I think he was a
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Q: So one or the other of them said, "Why don't you come over ard
join us and help us out?"

A: I don't know who made the suggestion. Whether I offered or they
made the suggestion. At any rate, I left Hastings Hall at Union and
moved over there.

Q: That was after they'd gone to jail.

A: After, yes. I spent the rest of that winter living there and
taking part~time work at Union, which was not encugh to get me through
my last year but it did get me a couple of credits.

Q: It gave you scme credits.

A: Yes,

Q: Do you remember any of the course you tock during that time?

A: I think I continued with Tillich.

Q: Did you continue? I can't imagine continuing with him if you
A: T was fascinated by him. I was trying to understand--TI'd never
come up against a lecturer with so much to say that I could not

understand. It was kind of a challenge. So I took copious notes

thinking that someday I would read over these notes and all would come
clear.

Q: Did you ever do it?
A: No, never did. I don't even have the notes now.

Q: Of course. I think your experience was not unusual, however. I

A: He was hard to understand.

Q: You know 1I'm a Union graduate and that's why . . .

A: You had some samples of it.

Q: I had some samples of it so I know what you're talking about.
(laughter) You went on with that course. Was there any at that
center, was there any-~I think Don said that they had some people come
down from Yale to run a--this was before he left, of course--to run a
course. Was that still happening?

A: Yes. There was an older man who was from Vale, a theologian and
philosopher and he was sort of a quru. Now I can't think of his name.

Q: Well, it wasn't Richard Nieluhr?
A: No, no. The person we should have gotten a hold of was William














































