
Preface 

This manuscript is the pmdudz of tape-recorded interviews Conducrted 
by C. Arthur Bradley far the Oral History Off ice on August 4, 1988. 
Marye Tuwery transcribed the tapes and LhAa Jett edited the 
transaript. Henry HEuvey m i d  the transcript. 

Henry Harvey was a studmt a t  Union Theological Seminary in the fa l l  
and early w i n t e r  of 1940-1941. He, -fore, was hived in w a h  
0anteri.q mound the eight C.0.s who went to jail from Won S d n a r y  
that fall .  He had pacifist leanings a t  that th. He did register 
rsnd accepted C.O. status. When Ikllhger, Dallas, d Berzedictwent 
off to Danbury im N w e r h r ,  Hemy w e d  wer to the Newark (Zmmmity 
in order t o  help keep it mndng dong with the three wives of those 
m ami several other interested Union and Barnard students. While he 
was out at a retreat on the Newark Ccrmmunityts farm he realized that 
he wanted to do sentice work thsrmgh a job that was offered to him 
with the American Friends Service W t t e e  working with Spanish 
refugees in vichy, France. When he rehmd fmm that jab Henry 
cmpleted his work a t  Union Seminary graduating in 1945 and he served 
a OollrJragational Parish for two years in Redvale, Colorado. A t  the 
ad of that the he decided to enter medical -1 and is a graduate 
of Hamard Wal ScSlool. His educatim prwims to Union w a s  taken 
in Brookline -1s and Rivers Schml. Dr. H a n q  is a graduate of 
W i e l d  Acadmy an3 of Amherst Qollege h 1938. 

Henry's entire medical professional life was spentwith a cooparative 
g m q  practice caLled the M e d i a  Associates with which he was 
associated 35 years as a family physician. He is a m e r b r  of the 
Unitarian (~IUD~I in Littleton. He was president, tmamxer, and a 
trustee of the Littleton Consemation Trust for many years. He is a 
mmbr of amropriate medical societies, etc. Henry 1s married to 
MarJorie who 6erves as a writer and an editor of the local Littleton 
mwspp~,  The couple has four grcrwn children. 

C. Arthur Bradley has been an Associate Conference Minister for the 
Illhb cdxlf- of the united C h m  of Christ, deplayed in the 
Central Asmiation i n  PBOria, Illinois, frcan 1980 to the preamt. 
Dr.  Bradley g r m  up in Shaker Heights and Oberlin, @do. since 1952 
he has been an oniained cle~gyman, first in the Congregational- 
Christian ~urches  and then after the merger in the United Church of 
Christ. He has served churches in New Hmphke and e i c u t .  He 
holds a Bachelors degree frmn Harvard College, a Masters of Divinity 
Degree f m  Union Thsologicdl Se-, a Masters of Sacred Theology 
fm Yale Divinity Sd1001, and a Doctor of Philosophy in Zmwican 
Studies f m  New York University. Dr. Bradley is mid t o  Jean and 
they have fcrur adult children. 



Rx&zs of the oral M r y  -ir m d  bear in mind that it is a 
transcz:ipt of the &paken word, and that the irrterviewer, narrator and 
d t m  sought to p- the informal, co~~versatioaal style that is 

in su& historical sames, Sargara~ State Uhiversi* is not 
resprmsible for the factual accuracy of the mir, nor for views 

therein; these are for the madm to judge. 

The nmmscript may be read, quoted and cited fireely. It m y  not be 
r q r d w e d  in vble or in part by any m, electronic or nmchdcal, 
w i t h o u t  pemiwicol in w r i t -  fmm the Oral History Office, 
State tFniwrsity, Sprlinsfield, Illinois 62794-9243. 



A: AE3 I d l  I was pretty much of a pacifist before I went to union 
because I'd been in the AmheYst Christian Association. 

Q: Back to the Union years. You wuuld have had that pacifism then 
scrrnewhereback, . . 
A: Well, it was the Student Christian Mmemmt. Rxrhaps p knclw 
Jeffrey Caxpbdl ard Ibse Terlano and sane of those people. 

Q: Yes. Did ycru have that in prep school in Deerfield? 

A: No. Oh, no, Deerfield was very amservative. It d d  train you 
to beooane an advertising w i v e  or a lawyer or a businessman. 

Q: Did you go to conf-? 

A: I went to the (Student Christian Mumrent) confermass. There I 
saw movies of people do- senrice in the summertime in a Quaker work 
camp. So I went to Tkmesee one amer, and the coal fields of 
PeMsy1varli.a for axle sumrrrer. These were all very formative yeam. 

Q: Y e s ,  t h y  would be very formative, wouldn't they? So that ycru had 
that camam for social justice grcrww out of thcee two e x p r i ~ c e s .  

A: Right. 

Q: So then you got to Union in what, 19391 

A: F ' d l  of 1938. f i gh t  after the hurricane. Y e s ,  I w a s  driv- 
3xbem BG&OII and New York the day after the hurricane. 

Q: Okay, in the fall of 1938 then you kgan. What Mnds of 
influences there, what was formative there for you . . . 



A: Of amme, Unim Seminary wasn't entirely pacifist at that th. 
Reinhold Ni- had his  followers, and the pacifist was 
-byHslrryWard, whowas thenaLmos t eu l l y r e t i r ed~no t  

Q: So did ym take classes with of those m l e ?  

Q: Was it? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: And where muld you sense this divisim, in the bull mssions? 

A: Yes. Therewerevigom bull sessions, of course. Thewhole 
attitub toward the xis- pcrc~ler of German and the Nazis and all the 
discussions were-of cclurse that was the & that a~mibmlah sdrd, 
"Pe21ce in our time*" Plat was the timj of the mford pledge and that 
sort of thing. 

Q: Haw did you to that? W e r e  you corrtirmirmg your pacifism 
during that th? 

Q: So you felt that it would not do, at that t h ,  to use violence to 
stop Hitler. It was raat sawthhq that was justified? 

A: I didn't think it was justified, And of caurse, my am family, my 
father was very much a folluwer of Henry L. Stimson, who is 
incid~ntally a first cowin of nry mYtheY.. Hcmy L. Stheon had been 
a w t i n g  a &mi of strength against the Japanese v i m  as early 
W 1936. 

Q: That's right, he did. 

A: Henry L, Stimson was never believed, like murchill. They didnlt 
follaw him. 

Q: But hclw did ycru feel abmt that? 

A: Well, at that the I was very much opposed to his ideas. 

A: I must stay, looking back on it, see- the way history worked out 
World War I1 might have been avoided if we had followed saane of his 
ideas. 

Q: Yau feel a t  1- back on it. At that time you didn't feel 
that. 



Q: Did you have any &ct with Henry L. st-? 

A: I wanted to visit  him In W , but got a very cool reply to 
my letter. I narer met him. -an intense patriot even to the 
pointof droppingtheatanhnb, whichhecouldhavestoppedbut 
didn t . 
Q: So yaulre nut so sure that he, in  retrwpzt, if held vim out it 
would have rnade any difference. 

A: Maybe that's a trial that the world had to go through no matter 
what. If you m d  wfiat he had to say, if you read khat &urchill had 
to say, they a m  very cawhirug. Things might have been different. 

Q: What ifs, the what i f s  of history are rn quite them. All 
right. W z t  even so, ym did not feel that at that tb. 

A: I think that the atcare of a war with a victory always leads to 
theseedsof thenext. Theonlywarthatwehwrehadwitha 
negotiated peace was,  of course, the Kore2ul War, whid.1 all the 
militaxy peaple think was terrible. W z t  I think that it was a victory 
for Il\ankind to have that negotiated peace. 

Q: Absolutely. R a w  than to have the unconditional summder of 
World War I1 Wch had the obliteration barbing w h i c h  we did. 

A: Well, if it hadn't been for the -1 Plan we would have been 
in trouble by now, I'm sure. 

Q: I think you're right. I fully agree w i t h  that. So that 
period yuu were still very stmngly m the pacifist side. 

A: Yes, by my cmnectims to the Qualcleys ard the Student -istian 
Muvenmt and various organizatims at Union. 

A: Well, I listen& to him and he's a very persuasive fdluw. 

Q: He sure is. 

A: But I was not fully COTIN-. 

Q: Yau weren't. 

A: No, I couldn't folluw him. His views were too pessimistic. 

Q: Utls m e  tom those students moved out dam to 125th street. 
~ t I r e f a u r o f t h e m w e r e d m ~ .  

A: Yes, they had an a p r h m t  there. They moved out of Hast- 
Hall. 
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Q: T!hatls right. Did you wer go d m  z& visit them? 

A: Yes, I did. I wmk  duwn there an3 visitecl them. 

Q: What was it l h ?  

A: Well, it was me black off of Severrth Averme. 

Q: Right. 

A: In those days it was perfectly safe for a w h i t e  male or a ylxlng 
white man to go onto the avenues, but the side streets were forbiddn 
because the only w h i t e ,  young male perwm on the side s t ~ ~ = t s  WEIS 
loow f o r m .  That was fiercely resentedbytheyoungmdawn 
t h e r e s o t h a t w a s . .  . 
(2: So yau never went on . . . 
A: It was dangerous. Yes. 

Q: Did Uley live on a side street? 

A: I think they were, just off the Avenue. I visited them. Wasn't 
cagnizantofWdangersof thec i tyas~thanasI&dbe~hcrw.  
IwalkedthroragfitheparWatnightandItmkthesihay~1. lheysaid 
Momhqside Park was  unsafe at mght hxt I never had any problem. 

Q: wlt that m t e 3  a stom in the seminary, the fact that thase 
young men mwed out. Uncle Hmy was angry a t  that, Do yau rambr 
mything abcRzt that? 

A: I wasn't in on any decisions. I never heard him qr886 himself 
really forcefully m that. Hcrllestly, I dmlt rambr it. His 
gensral attitude was very comervatwe. That mwe was an affront to 
his mgen-mt of the sahazy .  

A: That was before I came. That was an wart that had occ=urred. 
There was smne &ion of it but it wasn't a big-it wam't a big 
m* 
Q: It was a prank more than anythhg else. Okay. So then you 
a l q  to the t h  whan Rcosevelt w a s  working to get the peacetime 
draft thmqh. Were the discussions of the s a h a y  abmt that? 

Q: W did t h q  occur? Again in bull sessions? 

A: Bull sassims. T n t h e b u l l  sessions. Thoseof uswhotendedto 
go to bed early, I be- a mrning psmm rather than a night person, 
I wam't in an any of thembut I d d  have beenvery sympathetic to 
thm. 



Q: Where did y m  do field work that year? 

A: I did ny field work a t  Broadway Tabernacle, Which is a strange 
place but I had a family mmectim there because ny m a - ,  n'y 
m&her1a father, had been minister at  Broadway Tzlbemacle, unt i l  they 
split and he went  off with half the cayregation and foundd the 
Manhattan (3lulmh. 

Q: what was his name? 

A: I ms not nand after Henry L. Stimson. I was naned a m  nry 
grandfather, Henry A. S t h i m .  So I t m  Henry Sthscm Hamq. 

Q: That's fascinating, So yrru didn't  get  any of this radicalism or 
this-huw nu& of this pacifism was also intertwined with socialism 
for you? 

A: Coming out of the Student Christian W m t ,  it w a s  a very strong 
connection between the pacifists and the socialists. And we all reid 
MaGregom I , the little- pamphlet, perhaps you knaw it, Christian 
B21Si.S of mllmnism.t' 

Q: That saunds right. 

Q: What part of that a m e d  to you, this social justice that that 
msattenptingt.obring? Sothatwasapartof thereadingbutwasit 
the social justice asp& of that, the fact that  . . . 
A: The social justice aspect, of course, was  what attracted me. The 
fact that cmmrarnism beocaru3s a fascist dictatorship vms nat enphasized 
and we didntt  have mmgh v i m  with it a t  that th.  

Q: There wemi same of the peqle M o  were into demxygtic socia l ism 
who, yau kmw, very early follmed Reinhold N i e h h r  in terms of his 
anti-ccawramism because he WEIS a very strorrg mti-cammoll.list. 

A: Y e s ,  and of course, he had h e n  pacifist  and then he changed. And 
then I m a d  ItQlristainity and misisIt as it came almg. 

Q: So yau listmd to the . . . 
A: We listened to the argmmt, yes. 

Q: Yau wouldn't get that kFnd of radicalism in your field work. It 
waild all be at Tmim s- then. 
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A: So I adopted the Quaker pacifism rather than the a e c .  Of 
course W ones who were politically pacifist rn the ones that were 
to ta l lyupse tvhenHj t le r~Sta l ingut tqe ther in thesur r rmerof  
1939 

Q: Oh yes. Then they knew that they couldn't be d s t s .  They 
had to be socialist but they couldnt t be ccrmmunisb. 

Q: No. You never w e r e  tenpbd to be a par t  of that. 

Q: So the discussions about the draft occurred-4m-1 yau c x n e  back in 
the fall of 1940. Can ycnx tell anythhg about the events that led up 
to this major event of having these eight . . . 
A: Was Wt the fall? I ccxlldntt even date it. 

Q: Ill1 date it for ycru, It was the fall of 1940 so it would have 
been registration day was the s b b m t h  of Octca3er 1940. 

A: 1938-1939 I was a freslrmsul. 

Q: 1939-1940 you were a middler. Then the next: year, your senior 
ytar, the begimirg of senior year the draft resistance occwred. 

A: That ' s right. Because I had m l y  one year to ccgnplete later on. 

A: My m r y l  s very hazy at that point. 

Q: What did you do that summer? 

A: I had a student pastorate in Maine. 

Q: So ycru were alrtady aperinrenting w i t h  the rural churd.l. 

A: Yes. I went w i t h  the Umbagog -te Parish which is 
partly in New Hgunpahire a m y  in Blah. 

A: Maine and Errol, New -. 
Q: -ttd y m  think a b u t  that? 



A: Well, there were two pastors, Man* and Jones, Each of than took 
a mm#ls vacatim. The t w o  m ran the Larger Parish and preached 
alternately in each ather's churches and took earn erd of the parish. 
I f o l l d  the scheduLe of the man who was taking a mthtrj vacation. 

Q: D i d  you lilce it? 

A: Y e s ,  that was fascinating v i a m e ,  I got to h o w  I think the 
narnes of way family in all 55 miles of highway £ r a n  Sunk  River in 

havetogothnmghErro1, New- 
i M a i n e a L l t h e w a y t o ~ f n c a t i m w h i c h ~ a l s o i n ~  butyou 

to get back into mine. 
That 1s an jntaresting part of the world. 

Q: It , Have you wer Isen back up there? 

A: Well, drivmthrough. 

A: NO. 

Q: So mtts what yau did in the sumrrrer. YCJU c a m  back in the fall 
and there was all this talk and agitation about What1ll we do, should 
we sign up or not?It 

A: N m  wai t .  

A: Thatls right. The war had been go* on . . . 

Q: Thatls right. The war had started -, yes, in 1939. 

A: The division of Poland had occurred. The kattle of Britain was 
later. 

Q: That was a little la- but it was the . . . 
A: So called phony war .  It was the Maginot Line. The fall of France 
was in . .  . 

Q: . . . Jlule of 1940. Wxt this is the fall of 1940. By this time . . . 



That's right, That puts ycru back in t h ,  the secular thhq that 
were going an there. what was go- on in Uhim Serainary a t  that th 
was that at la& this group, the organized people like Bvid 

ami Bill Ixnrell and Hcrward spragg, those that m bath 
arrd pacifists felt very s m l y  that they needed to do 

acane witnessing a h ~ t  not signing up In order to  ahcrw that they did 
not a w e  of a pacethe draft. thought this was not a good 
way to go. So discussio~l~i occurred f m  about s q t a b r ,  third week 
of ~~~ 15. Do you remrikr arrything abut those 
at  all? 

Q: Do you rambr, the wPrship sewice, after they had or just 
Wore t h q  had =fused to register and it was a very supp3ortive 
wokhip mice. Shdm had said ha was go- to sign up. 

A: I ren-dxs one sewice whim was very, very m i r r g .  Now whether 
it accuxred just: after they had signed this statement or just before 
it, I cantt ramhr. But I do renabr the -ice, yes. 

A: I remmbm we sang the Wch student hyrrm to the tune of Rm-y- 
mtel. "Once to e w r y I M n ~ n a t i o n c a n e s  t h e m t  decide.'t I 
mmhrbehqverymuchxm&bythat. Y o u s a y t h e a c t u a l . .  . 

A: I suppcee thereawntha t theywereser r t to ja i l sop~~~@lywas  
that they publicized their . , . 
Q: Absolutaly. Sure, t h q  wt it-it was an the fmrt page. 

A: It i f  had s h p l y  been m-regbtmnts, then m b d y  would have 
'laclwn. 

Q: Actually what hapipaned was the gav-t was pmpard for this 
andtheyserrtt lmdraftboardtouhion * so that a r m  
could register. people then -=the table w i t h  the three 
mmbm of the draft boarr3 sitting them and hamled in their 
nowregistration statenmnt and they received a subpoena in return 
saying that  they shcszld appear in court: the next mming. 



Q: Because the publicity was all aver this country that these 
1-, stLldent leaders of Ufiion ~ e d n a r y  were not going t o  register. 
Theyfelttheyhadtomakeanexampleof than. Theyputthemupon 
conspiracy dmrges, of cc~lrse they didn't prcwe that. They jailed 
t h a n  for non-registratim. 

Q: No. He was not yet a part of that. Y e s ,  I've been told the name 
of their lawyer. It was a Wall Street lawyer who, yau knuw, Uncle 
Henry prabably asked i f  he would be willing to be there. I mean he 
f e l t  a pastoral concern even though he was very much opposed to their 
action. TNs man really said, ttYcru knuw, this is very serious and 
with your charge they could put you away for five years.I1 But what  
the judge a-ly a d  was he smtenced than to a year and a day--- 
he smbnced them that 1- so it would be a felony ard they would be 
sent to the faderal prislon rather than a local because that would have 
hen worse as far as their impr isammt  wars mmemed. The terms of 
itwEcmthatif a tanyt imedur ing tha t t imetheyddregis te rand  
take 4-D classificzltim, they could get out. So the eight of 
than headed off to jail, But you registered at  that the. 

A: Yes. 

Q: And got yaur 4-D classification. 

A: No, I was weritually classified 4-E, co11~3~imtims objector. When 
had IAe mrve to Newark place? 

Q: me mjve to Newark had t a h n  place that summ;r. 

A: That sunmz. So that they wwe no Longer h the aparbrrhent in 
Harlam. 

Q: That's right. 'Iheymcnredup to N-kwhan mve received, Dave 
Dellirger was given the ol~portunity of prwiding a ~nmnner p x y m  in 
So& Memorial Church, which the c h m  that he w e d  m m 
Newark. Yes, he was a fieldwork studat there. 

A: Was it called the Jabe Memorial Church? Was it the local 
Congregatim m m ?  

Q: kmd Congregational Church? 

A: Because I mmmbr the church and its minister very W1. 

Q: Ycru remmbr the minister? 

Q: What was he like? 

A: Well, hewasonthespcrtthewayeveqkdyelsewa~vhocarrrein 
contact with these people. He was very sympathetic. I thinkhe was a 



Q: So one or the ather of them said, 'Why don't ycru ccarrs uver and 
join us and help us out?I1 

A: I don't kntrw who made the suggestion. Whether I offered or they 
made the suggestion. A t  any rate, I left Hastings H a l l  at w o n  and 

Q: That was after they'd gone to jail. 

A: m, yes. I spent the rest of that w i n t e r  living thsra and 
takirrg part-th mrk at Unian, which was not enx@ to get rrw thm.qh 
my last year but it did get me a couple of credits. 

Q: It gave ycru scane d t s .  

A: Yes. 

Q: Po you remaber any of the ccwse you took during that time? 

A: I think I aontirmed w i t h  Tfilich. 

Q: Did you contime? I can't imagine continuing w i t h  hSm if you 
wanted. .  . 
A: I was fascinated by him. I was try- to understand-I'd wer 
~ u p ~ h t a l ~ w i t h s o ~ t o & a y t h a t I d d ~  
understand, It was kind of a challenge. So I tmk copious notes 
w n k i n g t h a t ~ y I ~ d r e a d c n r e r t h e s e ~ a n d a l l c \ l a u l d ~  
clear. 

Did ycru it? 

A: No, wr did. I dmlt rn have Um notes now. 

Q: Of cx~trse. I think yaw experience was not unusual, hmever. I 
t h i n k a r r y b a d y . .  . 

Q: Y o u  kncrw 1% a Union graduate ad that's why . . . 
A: Yau had sune q l e s  of it. 

Q: I had sume smqles of it so I know what you're talkiq about. 
(laughter) Yau went on with that course. Was them any at that 
center, w a s t h e m a r r y - - I t h h k ~ s a i d t h a t t h e y h ~ d ~ ~ l e c a m e  
dam fmn Y a l e  to run a-this was before he left, of came-to run a 
course. was that still happening? 

A: Yes. There was an older man who was fram Yale, a theologian and 
philosapher and he was sort of a guru. Nclw I can't t h h k  of his name. 

Q: Well, it wasn't Richard Niebuhr? 

A: No, no. Ths pemm we should have gotten a hold of was William 






























