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Preface 

This manuscript is  the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by 
Sara Wl l s  fbr the Oral =story Office on December 10, 1985. Linda J e t t  
transcribed the tapes and Sara Wells edited the transcript. Mr. Hanrael 
reviewed the transcript. 

Bill J h m ~ l  was a naturalist and administrator a t  Lincoln Mmorial Garden 
during the 1970s. In this lrrarroir Mr. Hams1 discusses his experiences at 
'Lincoln h r i a l  Garden, the different organizations and volunteers 
holved ard the different programs presented there. 

Readers of the oral history m i r  should bear in m i d  that  it is a 
transcript of the spoken wrd ,  and that the i n t e rv i ee r ,  narrator and 
editor sought to  preserve the informal, c m e r s a t i o n d  style that is  
hherent: in such historical sources. Sangamn State Wiversity is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quotd and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in  part by any nleans, electronic or narxhanical , 
without permission in writing frm the Oral Ustory Office, Sanganon 
State k ive r s i t y  , Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



W i l l i a m  HarrYllel, December 10, 1985, Springfield, Illinois. 

Sara We1 1s , Interviewer . 

Q: B i l l ,  I 'm very glad tm meet you th i s  evening. I 'd l i k e  t o  f i r s t  get 
into how p cam on the scene at  Lincoln Wmrial Garden, the year and 
vhat a t t r a c t d  you t o  begin wrking out there. 

A: In 1969 I WLS wrking at an outdoor education center near Antoich 
College in Ohio. And having wrked there at the outdoor ed. center for a 
year a d  a half I w s  looking for another place of employment. And I had 
applied to tw different nature centers, both nature centers had i n t e r v i e d  
me a d  in the erd both natpre centers offered E a job. I ws attracted 
to Lincoln b r i d  Garden because the nature center and i ts  entire 
operation w run by volunteers and I had wrksd w i t h  volunteers through 
rmch of my l i f e  through the h r k a n  Red Cross, Scouts, k r i c a n  Yauth 
Jhstel and other organizations. So I hew that volunteers often did a 
very good job ard E r e  very capable of running the operations so this 
attract& noe t o  Lincoln Meimrial Garden. And so when the time for a 
decision came I decided that I wuld accept the directors hi^ a t  Lincoln 
Egnxial Garden. And I started *ark out here at the Gard& in  September 
of 1969. 

Q: Fbw I want to c lar i fy  this. Is director and the naturalist, is that 
the sam position out there or can yau be a naturalist there without 
being the director? 

A: Okay, ~ l l  that gets a l i t t le b i t  con£usbg because the m ~ s  did 
change wer the years. WZlen I canrre t o  the Garden I wis the director/ 
naturalist. There m s  only one position. Then la ter  on there ms a fu l l  
t h  position ard a part time position. The paxt time position a t  that 
t i m e ,  the person was called either director or administrator, usually a 
direcm. Ard the naturalist,  the position that I held, then bec- the 
administratar/nahu"alist. 

Q: And is it still that way today to your knowledge? 

A: I don't know haw they are calling the director a d  the naturalist out 
there at the present time. 

Q: k s  it that: m y  when you le f t?  

A: Yes, &en I left. Yes, there ws a director and a dndnistrator/ 
naturalist, &re the director took care of many of the financial regulatory 
matters af b Garden and the ahinistrator/natural ist  was in charge of 
the education programs, nuch of the grounds, and the volunteers who wrk 
on the g r d s .  
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Q: Now h pu  f i r s t  arrivad in Springfield h t  did you flnd out there 
at the Garden? %at m s  your job to  begin with? 

A: W l l ,  the job that I f i r s t ,  d m ~  I got at  the Garden there ws to--they 
hibd an ongoing ducational program which was very good. And vie had a lot 
of grounds that needed to be taken care of. 

Q: Now when ytxl say grounds do you man actual grounds or . . . 
A: I mean seventy to eighty acres that actually needed mmged. k m g e d  
i n  the fact that t r a i l s  had to  be maintained, grass had to  be cut, trees 
had to be trim&, in s m  cases when flowers and seeds E r e  donated they 
had to be pzt into the proper areas, the ongoing operation had a newsletter 
and of course a large, large number of volunteers that VE m x k d  with. 

Q: A s  you look back a d  look throu& it so many of the people that are 
involved in the Lincoln Garden are local people that  have been around for 
many, m y  years. To have sameone cam i n  fran even another s ta te  and 
begin to wrk, E r e  there problems in this area of uderstanding each 
other? 

A: lb , the volunteers, the people that I mt mre very, very helpfil  . 
People m l d  walk into the office ard introduce thanselves a d  say, "I 'm 
so and so and I usually take care of such and such here. Ruld it be 
okay i f  I just go ahead and continue what I'm doing?" "Great." So the 
volunteers out there were very, very mtgoing. They wre there to  make 
sure that Lincoln -rial Garden survived. They wnted to  male sure it 
was a success. In many ways one can a l m s t  think of it as a labor of 
love. And I often like to  think of it in terms of that way that so m y  
volunteers, hudreds upon hundreds of volunteers fran the canmrdty took 
part out there. Sate volunteers were there every ~ e k ,  saw once a 
mnth, sane only a couple of times during the year but they k p t  caning 
back, they h p t  bringing other people, and they kept tel l ing the story of 
Lincoln Pkmrial Garden. And as a result there almys s e d  to be new 
volunteers caring in. To noe this represents a tramdous inveshwnt of 
l w e  on the part of a l o t  of people in making Lincoln &norial Garden 
what it is today. 

Q: I've been impressed by that  too, a t  the dedication of the people that 
I've read about and that I 've talk to h there that i t ' s  different than a 
l o t  of organizations &ere you get on the board or you becane a member 
because that's kind of the thing to  do in the cmmmity. k t  there's 
m r e  than that out there. 

A: My biggest regret in  the years that I was a t  the Garden ws not being 
able t o  give the personal--the public thanks to the volunteers that they 
really deserved. People, even the visi tors that came out to  the Garden 
wre often i f  you asked them to do same --om day w found an orchid. 
First time as far as vie h o w  that had been 9 ound out there. bk positively 
identified it as a specific species of orchid. I did not have a c m r a .  
I saw a family wlking throu& the Garden there and he had a canera. I 
said,  '%uld you take a picture of this flowr, get it developed and send 
me a copy?" And the gentleman said yes, he muld . So he took a dmle 
series of pictures of it, donated them to the Garden. The gentleman 
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eventually became a regular volunteer out there and finally wnt  on the 
board of directors. This is just one of the many of the faculty--it 
turned out to be he m s  a k u l t y  umber a t  Sanganon State. And was just 
one of the m y  people £ran Sangamn State University that ended up 
taking a very x t i v e  role in Lincoln k m x i a l  Garden. 

Q: Aa I walked a r d  out there a d  you have the background of a l l  the 
people's lives that have been out there. You really get a &ole new 
perspective. No matter how you look a t  it i t 's  a beautiful, peaceful 
place. ht v h n  you realize how much of hurnanity is in that place it 
even becows m r e  precious. 

A: Ik 've sanetimes have been thanked for preserving this  beaut ib l  
place. Ard then many tirnes the public do not realize that this used to  
be fields. And vhat they see out there has all been planted. Planted by 
hudreds, thousands volunteers w e r  the years mrking to take care of it 
and then t ry ing to maintain those areas and the particular habitat they 
are suppose to  be so that the fields there w i l l  remain fields, the thickets 
w i l l  smah thickets, the ma~sh areas, w i l l  remain a marsh and not turn 
into satething else. And all that requires a traaxbus a ~ x u l t  of mrk. 
We did some record keeping out: there on the mount of services of the 
volunteers. And one year ve totaled up the hours it came out to  an 
incredible mmber of four or m r e  f u l l  tine gnployees. So that's a 
tremendous c d m t  on the part of the volunteers. I 'd lik to ta lk  
about some of these different groups of volunteers that are out there. 
k e  particular group of course that I w very f d l i a r  with e r e  the 
nature interpreters. These are the adults that wuld mrk  w i t h  the 
school groups that cam t o  the Gardens. muld have programs for: the 
school children be t h y  from the elementary, the high schools or even 
college students a t  any t h  during the year. &st of the students m l d  
cane out during the spring and during the f a l l .  A less amount in  the 
suumrtim but then te m l d  also have groups that m l d  corne our: for 
winter activit ies.  'Ihe adults who par t ic ipatd  had to  go through a 
training session. They muld usually cans- out: once a wek or once every 
tm weks during the spring and f a l l  seasons. They wuld normally mrk 
w i t h  less than ten children. bk f e l t  that this my w could give a very 
god  personal education t o  the children. A d  w stressed this. W did 
not mt thirty children to go out with a naturalist. mmtd  to  have 
small groups of the sbdents go out so that all the students could take 
part ,  so a l l  the students could ask questions, so a l l  the students could 
have good experiences a t  the Garden. And in this VE think w =re very, 
very success£ul £ran the c~rments of the teachers. I had a ca l l  frm a 
teacher one day dm was caplaining about the fact that the group she ms 
in didn't  get to  see a dmle list of things that the other group saw. 
Ard PE kept on talking and kept on talking and she suddenly began to  
realize &at one of the ideas ws. That in her particular case w had 
divided her class into three groups. All three groups =re on the same 
grounds aml the three groups had different aperiences. And back i n  the 
classroom they began to  share these experiences and finally the teacher 
begin to realize, '!Hey, this is pretty good. We've all been to the s e  
area and yet they're seeing it through different eyes." And this was one 
of the great things w i t h  the interpreters is that the interpreters m l d  
see the Gardens differently a d  give different: ideas to  the Ms. And 
that's, I think, one of the very, very strong points of the programs 



because kids that came out for example and may have c e  out there three 
years in a row for example, each t h  they'd get a completely different 
experience. 

Q: That's h t  I was going to  ask you. 'Ihey did get t o  cane back and 
came back and c a  back then? 

A: Clh yes. We had children, teachers could bring them out as often as 
they mted to. As long as they could get the buses and that and get 
than out there. By doing this irdividualized mrk w i t h  the students m 
=re able to  I think do a lo t  of teaching ard making use of the teachable 
mmhents &ich *re so important. We would wrk w i t h  the teachers. 
Of t e n t h s  a teacher w l d  ask us to do a special project out there. 
Perhaps t y  e r e  mrking on insects or tree leaves or aquatic l i fe .  And 
then the interpreters wuld a l l  try to txlild into their teachable m t s  
and chose &ere they mt in the Garden to  fu l f i l l  that request of the 
teacher. So these E r e  very personalized a p e r i m e s  for the children. 
And e do not use--= had researched the books that the student had been 
using in the schools aml we tried to  desllgn a prograrn so that it m l d  
ccmpliment what the teacher m s  doing in  the classrocm. We E r e  not 
adding to the curriculum. We =re teaching the s a w  things that the 
students E r e  suppose to learn at that year. h e  of the things w often 
did w i t h  arc students is that w d d  take along a paper sack for the 
s M e n t s  to take things back to  the classroan. And the idea being that 
they rere taking s o m  of the nature back to  the classroom, s-thing w 
had talked about, sanething they had a reason to  take back to the classroom. 
An3 then back at the classroan w s  the time when they could share. And 
sametimes teachers m l d  invite for example the last  year's class to  cane 
dom d see i f  they could identify or t e l l  somthing about the it-, 
nature it- that the children had braught back. The idea was w tried 
not to  get a lo t  into identification because in m y  cases couldn't care 
less vhat the rn of that leaf was or that seed but i f  they h e w  something 
m r e  a h t  it lik dmt animals eat it, what good is it, what happens to  
it in the £all, h t  does it change into. This is mre important because 
this w s  the basics not the names. A d  ome they learned the basics no 
matter where they go on this planet once they learn how things worked 
they w i l l  be able to understad what's going on in the wrld a r d  them. 

Q: That's certainly a different approach. It's a time consuming approach 
that zmst people mn't bother w i t h  today. But I think i t 's  a very v i ta l  
part of ducation. 

A: I think that's one reason why te 've got so nuch support Erm the 
school systan for t h i s .  

Q: Ibw long were the children out there each time they came or E r e  
there different groups, different t b s  for depending on what your group 
was or ha t  they e r e  going to  do that day or E r e  there always just a 
certain tine l i m i t ?  

A: Worbmately oftentimes the length of stay depended upon the bus 
service. Ard t h i s  m s  unfortunate. S a  groups might be out there for 
as short of time as an hour. Other groups might spend the entire day 
there. bk had schools, for exmple, that muld c- out particularly 
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with the older classes and the interpreters m l d  w r k  w i t h  half the 
class and the teachers wuld work w i t h  the other half in the m e .  
And then w d d  switch in the afternoon. Now this way these students 
wre out there all day long and they got the benefit of the small group 
mrk w i t h  the interpreters ard then also they E r e  also in small groups 
then w i t h  their teachers who had them do special projects. 

I Q: W d  they leave at lunchtime and cane back? 

A: No. We encouraged than to bring their lunches right there to  the 
Garden and as long as they Ere there they had the beauti£ul council 
rings ard other areas where they could eat lunch in. Occasionally VE had 
animals there that muld have lunch w l ~  them. And this w s  also part of 
the d u x t i o n a l ,  this vies all  planned as part of the educational process. 
We occasionally had a raccoon there and they wuld share their  lunch with 
&lie the raccoon. And learned quite a b i t  about raccoons a d  *ile 
they were just eating their lunch. But the idea, th is  goes back to  the 
idea w i t h  the council rings that i f  p u  do provide places for t h i s  bile 
the people are at for ~ l e  l ike the council rings they can't  help but 
see the green leaves, hear the wind, watch the water, hear the noises 
back in the lushes and let their imaginations run as to  h t  is really 
back thexe. So a encouraged them to stay there. In case of bad wather 
we d d  often eat then in  the nature center h i l d i n g  and wle had aquariums 
and other--the anjimals and the aquarims plus other act ivi t ies m l d  then 
take part during the t h e  they =re having lunch. 

Q: Now i a s  this progrm already going when you carre or MB t h i s  s a ~ t h h g  
that yau started? 

A: The program was already going when I arrived at  the nature center. 
And V,E errpanded it considerably. We also in  addition to  the program at 
the Gardens R also did program in the schools thmselves i n  the wintertime 
where t ~ e  d d  actually go a r d  and visit classroms. Ard w m l d  do 
this during the mnths of Decgnber , Jarmary and February usually . 
Q: Now if you =re going to let the teachers have a part of the class to  
mrk like you said. Part of it m s  done w i t h  the interpreters and part 
w i t h  the teachers, did ylxl have to do ddi t ional  teacher education too or 
did you deal with tehers  who had special expertise in that type of 
thing d that k i d  of aperience? 

I A: You mean the classrorm teachers? 

Q: Right. I wrmld imagine same of than muldn't how too mch about the 
Garden or did you find that not to be true? 

A: k. For the mst part they had a pretty good idea what they m t e d  
to do. k d d  send than information ahead of time to prepare their 
classes. And this information talked about ta lk  w e r  to F u r  students 
some basic rules about &at to do out there in the mods. & gave than 
some basic ideas of h t  tie e r e  going t o  do. Virtually almys asked the 
teachers d ~ t  they wmtted us to  do. Sanu; teachers used the experience 
to, they d d  not t e l l  their students anything and the students m l d  
c a ~  out to this aperime cold. Ard then the teacher wuld use this 
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for  the next several months and almys referring back to i&at had happened. 
Other teachers d d  like ta Ixlild their class up to  it and maybe fox six 
e e k s  or ei&t weks ahead of time they wuld do things in the classroom 
to prepare than for their experience in the Gardens. So the teachers 
could use it either way. We =re set  up to  go w i t h  students who knew 
very little about the out of doors to  students who h e w  qyite a l i t t l e  
b i t  about it. You know identiEying the flowr parts, getting into tree 
identification, collecting spec i f i c  kinds of insects. So w =re prepared 
to  do h t w e r  the teacher needed to  irnprcwe her sessions with students. 

Q: Did you have any trouble at all with a l l  of Jensen's ideas for the 
Garden? You h o w  be- a professional yourself and having your om ideas 
a b u t  haw a place like this should be w ~ l s  there anythhg that perhaps 
that you didn' t agree w i t h  M r .  Jensen on? 

A: Not  so m h  not agree- as soaaetbms interpreting vhat he wanted. 
And many times that I wishsd pu haw that I could have just called him 
up on the telephone and said, '"You know w ' r e  looking at  such d such an 
area and e ' v e  got youx maps ard m w r e  reading your description of dmt 
it 's suppose to look like kt ='re not sure of this particular area over 
here. Like should a be ramving the trees in this area or not?" This 
wuld often happen for example in a case where on Jensen's map it muld 
show sun areas. Well just how far does a sun area go because i f  you 
leave it alone, of c a s e  the h o l e  area m l d  bet- a forest ddch is 
the climax vegetation fox t h i s  area. And okiously that ws not dmt  Jen 
Jensen wntd because he talkad about these areas remining in the open 
areas or the sun areas. J3e talked about the f ie lds ,  the thickets. So w 
h e w  that the idea ws not to l e t  it go to  a clirnax *ich =ant you had 
to  cut things back. And then the question was how m h ?  b of his 
maps for example talks about being able to  see the lake frm East Lake 
Drive. A d  there are three areas that e ' v e  identified in  the Garden 
that i f  for example you remnred a lo t  of vegetation you m i l d  actually be 
able to  see the lake. But you know the question is that muld be an 
awful lot of w m a l  of stuff that has grom up in the intervening years 
there if one really mt and o p e d  up those areas. 

Q: Now did he man to see the lake as yuu walk along in the Gardens? 

A: W , he m t  seeing the lake as we read it. It looked like see the 
lake f rom Fast Lake Drive. 

Q: So people driving in their cars? 

A: Yes. Ard in certain seasons here you can when a lo t  of leaves are 
off the vegetation and that. Eht I wish he had been a x d  so that w 
could have talkd to him just to see what exactly he wuld have wanted us 
to do there. 

Q: It's funny. Pb matter how clear you think you're making sanething 
when s-ne else carrres along they almys have another question that you 
haven' t thought about. 

A: Because in addition to keeping these particular areas in a particular 
vegetative state then he also talks about the changes that w i l l  take 
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place w i t h i n  those vegetative states,  the different Elmrs or £ems or 
trees or whatever is going to be in there, how those are going to  change 
within that particular habitat area. So there are going to be changes in 
som? of the areas kt at the same tim the idea as w urderstod it w s  
to keep certain areas open, certain areas in forest,  certain areas in the 
low growing trees. And in his writings a d  also in  dxt he did for many 
of the hams that he designed for the northern part of the s ta te  there he 
often did masses of plants in one area so that you m l d ,  for example, in 
the hawthome area. mere t a s  just a large number of hawthome trees and 
you FJoUld see a mass of color, a mss of berries in that particular area. 
So in order to k e p  it that my then one has to go through a d  r m e  the 
trees that wuld eventually c r o d  those out a d  shade them out. 

Q: So usually fran h a t  I understand by mst of the problans or discussions 
that have care up there is a matter of interpretation, one person seeing 
it a l i t t l e  b i t  different than sameone else. Like w e  =re talking before 
about the bming of the prair ie,  the differences of opinions there. Do 
you mt t o  go into that  later? 

A: Yes, I think R '11 talk  about that la ter .  In many casds here v e  
depended upon m y  of the volunteers dm had been there for many, many 
years for them to tell us. el1 what did this look like a long time ago 
and what do you think should be done? Because these people e r e  living 
a t  a time when they knew sate of these people a d  rn wanted their counsel. 
And they gave it very freely as to dmt they thou@, how should these 
areas be protected, &at do w need to do, what did it use to look lik? 
And so as a result  this w very god  then that v e  had these people that 
v e  could depend upon to give us ideas. 

Q: Did you wmt t o  go in any mre in deta i l  about the volunteers and the 
different types? 

A: Yes. I 'd l ike you t o  look at  same of the other categories, categories 
out there. The host and hostess. These Ere the people that actually 
kept the nature center building open. And the nature center building ws 
usually kept opened be- six and e w t  hours a day bbnday through 
Sabrday and a t  least  four hours on Sunday. And this rewired nortually 
ttm volunteers, tm to three volunteers every day, tm to three different 
volunteers every day to keep the building open. So here m s  a tremendous 
amxlnt of volunteer c a r m i m t .  A t  just tm volunteers a day, that ' s  
hurteen a wek. And then you have to  have a complete l is t  of bachp 
people if  somebody's car doesn't start or there's illness in the family 
or an unexpected trrip then there's got to  be other people. A d  the 
volunteers who viere actually in  charge of that spent a tremdous amxlnt 
of time on the telephone and wuld make these lists up, you h o w ,  a m n t h  
in  advame. So this ms a very, very important crew of people dmse job 
was to keep an eye on the nature center, because often for v l e  &en 
the school Mds Ere there the naturalist a d  all the interpreters w l d  
be on the t ra i l s .  So R depended on these people. Without than m 'd 
have to lock up the b i ld ing .  So this vas a very, very important group. 

Q: And at this time how many, what years e r e  w talking about here? 




































