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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted by
Sara Wells for the Oral History Office on December 10, 1985. Linda Jett
transcribed the tapes and Sara Wells edited the transcript. Mr. Hammel
reviewed the transcript.

Bill Hammel was a naturalist and administrator at Lincoln Memorial Garden
during the 1970s. In this memoir Mr. Hammel discusses his experiences at
Lincoln Memorial Garden, the different organizations and volunteers
imwolved and the different programs presented there.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, corwversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




William Hammel, December 10, 1985, Springfield, Illinois.

Sara Wells, Interviewer.

Q: Bill, I'm very glad to meet you this evening. I'd like to first get
into how you came on the scene at Lincoln Memorial Garden, the year and
vhat attracted you to begin working out there.

A: In 1969 1 was working at an outdoor education center near Antoich
College in Ohio. And having worked there at the outdoor ed. center for a
year and a half I was looking for another place of employment. And I had
applied to two different nature centers, both nature centers had interviewed
me and in the end both natyre centers offered me a job. I was attracted
to Lincoln Memorial Garden because the nature center and its entire
operation was run by volunteers and I had worked with volunteers through
much of my life through the American Red Cross, Scouts, American Youth
Hostel and other organizations. So I knew that volunteers often did a
very good job and were very capable of rumning the operations so this
attracted me to Lincoln Memorial Garden. And so when the time for a
decision came I decided that I would accept the directorship at Lincoln
Memorial Garden. And I started work out there at the Garden in September
of 1969.

Q: Now I want to clarify this. Is director and the naturalist, is that
the same position out there or can you be a naturalist there without
being the director?

A: Okay, well that gets a little bit confusing because the names did
change over the years. When I came to the Garden I was the director/
naturalist. There was only one position. Then later on there was a full
time position and a part time position. The part time position at that
time, the person was called either director or administrator, usually a
director. And the naturalist, the position that I held, then became the
administrator/naturalist.

Q: And is it still that way today to your knowledge?

A: T don't know how they are calling the director and the naturalist out
there at the present time.

Q: Was it that way when you left?

A: Yes, when I left, Yes, there was a director and a administrator/
naturalist, where the director took care of many of the financial regulatory
matters of the Garden and the administrator/naturalist was in charge of

the education programs, much of the grounds, and the volunteers who work

on the grounds.
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Q: Now when you first arrived in Springfield what did you find out there
at the Garden? What was your job to begin with?

A: Well, the job that I first, when I got at the Garden there was to-~-they
had an ongoing educational program which was very good. And we had a lot
of grounds that needed to be taken care of.

Q: Now when you say grounds do you mean actual grounds or . . .

A: I mean seventy to eighty acres that actually needed managed. Managed
in the fact that trails had to be maintained, grass had to be cut, trees
had to be trimmed, in some cases when flowers and seeds were donated they
had to be put into the proper areas, the ongoing operation had a newsletter
and of course a large, large number of volunteers that we worked with.

Q: As you look back and look through it so many of the people that are
involved in the Lincoln Garden are local people that have been around for
many, many years, To have someone come in from even another state and
begin to work, were there problems in this area of understanding each
other?

A: No, the volunteers, the people that I met were very, very helpful.
People would walk into the office and introduce themselves and say, "I'm
so and so and T usually take care of such and such here. Would it be
okay if I just go ahead and continue what I'm doing?" '"Great." So the
volunteers out there were very, very outgoing. They were there to make
sure that Lincoln Memorial Garden survived. They wanted to make sure it
was a success. In many ways one can almost think of it as a labor of
love. And I often like to think of it in terms of that way that so many
volunteers, hundreds upon hundreds of volunteers from the commmity took
part out there. Some volunteers were there every week, some once a
month, some only a couple of times during the year but they kept coming
back, they kept bringing other people, and they kept telling the story of
Lincoln Memorial Garden. And as a result there always seemed to be new
volunteers coming in. To me this represents a tremendous investment of
love on the part of a lot of people in making Lincoln Memorial Garden
what it is today.

Q: I've been impressed by that too, at the dedication of the people that
I've read about and that I've talk to in there that it's different than a
lot of organizations where you get on the board or you become a member
because that's kind of the thing to do in the commnity. But there's
more than that out there.

A: My biggest regret in the years that I was at the Garden was not being
able to give the personal--the public thanks to the volunteers that they
really desexved. People, even the visitors that came out to the Garden
were often if you asked them to do something--one day we found an orchid.
First time as far as we know that had been found out there. We positively
identified it as a specific species of orchid. I did not have a camera.

I saw a family walking through the Garden there and he had a camera. I
said, "Would you take a picture of this flower, get it developed and send
me a copy?" And the gentleman said yes, he would. So he took a whole
series of pictures of it, donated them to the Garden. The gentleman
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eventually became a regular volunteer out there and finally went on the
board of directors. This is just one of the many of the faculty--it
turned out to be he was a faculty member at Sangamon State. And was just
one of the many people from Sangamon State University that ended up
taking a very active role in Lincoln Memorial Garden.

Q: As I walked around out there and you have the background of all the
people's lives that have been out there. You really get a whole new
perspective. No matter how you look at it it's a beautiful, peaceful
place. But when you realize how much of humsnity is in that place it
even becomes more precious.

A: We've sometimes have been thanked for preserving this beautiful
place. And then many times the public do not realize that this used to
be fields. And what they see out there has all been planted. Planted by
hundreds, thousands volunteers over the years working to take care of it
and then trying to maintain those areas and the particular habitat they
are suppose to be so that the fields there will remain fields, the thickets
will remain thickets, the marsh areas, will remain a marsh and not turn
into something else. And all that requires a tremendous amount of work.
We did some record keeping out there on the amount of services of the
volunteers. And one year we totaled up the hours it came out to an
incredible number of four or more full time employees. So that's a
tremendous commitment on the part of the volunteers. I'd like to talk
about some of these different groups of volunteers that are out there.
One particular group of course that I was very familiar with were the
nature interpreters. These are the adults that would work with the
school groups that came to the Gardens. We would have programs for the
school children be they from the elementary, the high schools or even
college students at any time during the year. Most of the students would
come out during the spring and during the fall. A less amount in the
sumpertime but then we would also have groups that would come out for
winter activities. The adults who participated had to go through a
training session. They would usually come out once a week or once every
two weeks during the spring and fall seasons. They would normally work
with less than ten children. We felt that this way we could give a very
good personal education to the children. And we stressed this. We did
not want thirty children to go out with a naturalist., We wanted to have
small groups of the students go out so that all the students could take
part, so all the students could ask questions, so all the students could
have good experiences at the Garden. And in this we think we were very,
very successful from the comments of the teachers. I had a call from a
teacher one day who was complaining about the fact that the group she was
in didn't get to see a whole list of things that the other group saw.

And we kept on talking and kept on talking and she suddenly began to
realize what one of the ideas was. That in her particular case we had
divided her class into three groups. All three groups were on the same
grounds and the three groups had different experiences. And back in the
classroom they began to share these experiences and finally the teacher
begin to realize, "Hey, this is pretty good. We've all been to the same
area and yet they're seeing it through different eyes." And this was one
of the great things with the interpreters is that the interpreters would
see the Gardens differently and give different ideas to the kids. And
that's, I think, one of the very, very strong points of the programs
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because kids that came out for example and may have come out there three
years in a row for example, each time they'd get a completely different
experience.

Q: That's what I was going to ask you. They did get to come back and
come back and come back then?

A: Ch yes. We had children, teachers could bring them out as often as
they wanted to. As long as they could get the buses and that and get
them out there. By doing this individualized work with the students we
were able to I think do a lot of teaching and making use of the teachable
moments which were so important. We would work with the teachers,
Oftentimes a teacher would ask us to do a special project out there.
Perhaps they were working on insects or tree leaves or aquatic life. And
then the interpreters would all try to build into their teachable moments
and chose where they went in the Garden to fulfill that request of the
teacher, So these were very personalized experiernces for the children.
And we do not use--we had researched the books that the student had been
using in the schools and we tried to design a program so that it would
compliment what the teacher was doing in the classroom. We were not
adding to the curriculum. We were teaching the same things that the
students were suppose to learn at that year. One of the things we often
did with our students is that we would take along a paper sack for the
students to take things back to the classroom. And the idea being that
they were taking some of the nature back to the classroom, something we
had talked about, something they hal a reason to take back to the classroom.
And then back at the classroom was the time when they could share. And
sometimes teachers would invite for example the last year's class to come
down and see if they could identify or tell something about the items,
nature items that the children had brought back. The idea was we tried
not to get a lot into identification because in many cases couldn't care
less what the name of that leaf was or that seed but if they knew something
more about it like what animals eat it, what good is it, what happens to
it in the fall, what does it change into. This is more important because
this was the basics not the names. And once they learned the basics no
matter where they go on this planet once they learn how things worked
they will be able to understand what's going on in the world around them.

Q: That's certainly a different approach. It's a time consuming approach
that most people won't bother with today. But I think it's a very vital
part of education.

A: T think that's one reason why we've got so much support from the
school system for this.

Q: How long were the children out there each time they came or were
there different groups, different times for depending on what your group

was or what they were going to do that day or were there always just a
certain time limit?

A: Unfortunately oftentimes the length of stay depended upon the bus
service. And this was unfortunate. Some groups might be out there for
as short of time as an hour. Other groups might spend the entire day
there. We had schools, for example, that would come out particularly
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with the older classes and the interpreters would work with half the
class and the teachers would work with the other half in the morning.
And then we would switch in the afternoon. Now this way these students
were out there all day long and they got the benefit of the small group
work with the interpreters and then also they were also in small groups
then with their teachers who had them do special projects.

Q: Would they leave at lunchtime and come back?

A: No. We encouraged them to bring their lunches right there to the
Garden and as long as they were there they had the beautiful council
rings and other areas where they could eat lunch in. Occasionally we had
animals there that would have lunch with them., And this was also part of
the educational, this was all plamned as part of the educational process.
We occasionally had a raccoon there and they would share their lunch with
Charlie the raccoon. And learned quite a bit about raccoons and while
they were just eating their lunch. But the idea, this goes back to the
idea with the council rings that if you do provide places for this while
the people are at for example like the council rings they can't help but
see the green leaves, hear the wind, watch the water, hear the noises
back in the bushes and let their imaginations run as to what is really
back there. So we encouraged them to stay there. In case of bad weather
we would often eat then in the nature center building and we had aquariums
and other--the animals and the aquariums plus other activities would then
take part during the time they were having lunch.

Q: Now was this program already going when you came or was this something
that you started?

A: The program was alrealy going when I arrived at the nature center.

And we expanded it considerably. We also in addition to the program at

the Gardens we also did programs in the schools themselves in the wintertime
where we would actually go around and visit classrooms. And we would do
this during the months of December, January and February usually.

Q: Now if you were going to let the teachers have a part of the class to
work like you said. Part of it was done with the interpreters and part
with the teachers, did you have to do additional teacher education too or
did you deal with teachers who had special expertise in that type of
thing and that kind of experience?

A: You mean the classroom teachers?

Q: Right. I would imagine some of them wouldn't know too much about the
Garden or did you find that not to be true?

A: No. For the most part they had a pretty good idea what they wanted
to do. We would send them information ahead of time to prepare their
classes. And this information talked about talk over to your students
some basic rules about what to do out there in the woods. We gave them
some basic ideas of what we were going to do. Virtually always asked the
teachers what they wanted us to do. Some teachers used the experience
to, they would not tell their students anything and the students would
come out to this experience cold. And then the teacher would use this
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for the next several months and always referring back to what had happened.
Other teachers would like to build their class up to it and maybe for six
weeks or eight weeks ahead of time they would do things in the classroom
to prepare them for their experience in the Gardens. So the teachers
could use it either way. We were set up to go with students who knew

very little about the out of doors to students who knew quite a little

bit about it. You know identifying the flower parts, getting into tree
identification, collecting specific kinds of insects. So we were prepared
to do whatever the teacher needed to improve her sessions with students.

Q: Did you have any trouble at all with all of Jensen's ideas for the
Garden? You know being a professional yourself and having your own ideas
about how a place like this should be was there anything that perhaps
that you didn't agree with Mr. Jensen on?

A: Not so much not agreeing as sometimes interpreting what he wanted.
And many times that I wished you know that I could have just called him
up on the telephone and said, 'You know we're looking at such and such an
area and we've got your maps and we were reading your description of what
it's suppose to look like but we're not sure of this particular area over
here. ILike should we be removing the trees in this area or not?" This
would often happen for example in a case where on Jensen's map it would
show sun areas., Well just how far does a sun area go because if you
leave it alone, of course the whole area would become a forest which is
the climax vegetation for this area. And obwviously that was not what Jen
Jensen wanted because he talked about these areas remaining in the open
areas or the sun areas. He talked about the fields, the thickets, So we
knew that the idea was not to let it go to a climax which meant you had
to cut things back. And then the question was how much? Some of his
maps for example talks about being able to see the lake from East Lake
Drive. And there are three areas that we've identified in the Garden
that if for example you removed a lot of vegetation you would actually be
able to see the lake. But you know the question is that would be an
awful lot of removal of stuff that has grown up in the intervening years
there if one really went and opened up those areas.

Q: Now did he mean to see the lake as you walk along in the Gardens?

A: No, he meant seeing the lake as we read it. It looked like see the
lake from East Lake Drive.

Q: So people driving in their cars?

A: Yes. And in certain seasons here you can when a lot of leaves are
off the vegetation and that. But I wish he had been around so that we
could have talked to him just to see what exactly he would have wanted us
to do there.

Q: It's funny. No matter how clear you think you're making something
when someone else comes along they always have another question that you
haven't thought about.

A: Because in addition to keeping these particular areas in a particular
vegetative state then he also talks about the changes that will take
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place within those vegetative states, the different flowers or ferns or
trees or whatever is going to be in there, how those are going to change
within that particular habitat area. So there are going to be changes in
some of the areas but at the same time the idea as we understood it was
to keep certain areas open, certain areas in forest, certain areas in the
low growing trees. And in his writings and also in what he did for many
of the homes that he designed for the northern part of the state there he
often did masses of plants in one area so that you would, for example, in
the hawthorne area. There was just a large mumber of hawthorne trees and
you would see a mass of color, a mass of berries in that particular area.
So in order to keep it that way then one has to go through and remove the
trees that would eventually crowd those out and shade them out,

Q: So usually fram what I understand by most of the problems or discussions
that have come up there is a matter of interpretation, one person seeing

it a little bit different than someone else. Like we were talking before
about the burning of the prairie, the differences of opinions there. Do
you want to go into that later?

A: Yes, I think we'll talk about that later. In many case8 here we
depended upon many of the volunteers who had been there for many, many
years for them to tell us, Well what did this look like a long time ago
and what do you think should be done? Because these people were living
at a time when they knew some of these people and we wanted their counsel.
And they gave it very freely as to what they thought, how should these
areas be protected, what do we need to do, what did it use to look like?
Ard so as a result this was very good then that we had these people that
we could deperd upon to give us ideas.

Q: Did you want to go in any more in detail about the volunteers and the
different types?

A: Yes, I'd like you to look at some of the other categories, categories
out there. The host and hostess. These were the people that actually
kept the nature center building open. And the nature center building was
usually kept opened between six and eight hours a day Monday through
Saturday and at least four hours on Sunday. And this required normally
two volunteers, two to three volunteers every day, two to three different
volunteers every day to keep the building open. So here was a tremendous
amount of volunteer commitment. At just two volunteers a day, that's
fourteen a week. And then you have to have a complete list of backup
people if somebody's car doesn't start or there's illness in the family
or an unexpected trip then there's got to be other people. And the
volunteers who were actually in charge of that spent a tremendous amount
of time on the telephone and would make these lists up, you know, a month
in advance. So this was a very, very important crew of people whose job
was to keep an eye on the nature center, because often for example when
the school kids were there the naturalist and all the interpreters would
be on the trails. So we deperded on these people. Without them we'd
have to lock up the building. So this was a very, very important group.

Q: And at this time how many, what years were we talking about here?






















































