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Preface  

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in te rv iew conducted by 
Melinda Kwedar f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  in August 1976. Laura Duescher 
t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t apes  and Vince Whitman e d i t e d  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Eugenia Hamilton has  been employed o u t s i d e  h e r  home f o r  most of h e r  l i f e .  
She has  been eager  t o  compete with men and has t h e r e f o r e  had jobs i n  male 
dominated f i e l d s  such a s  engineering and m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e .  She says  
she  r e a l l y  f e e l s  more comfortable with men than with homebound women. 
She is  now an admin i s t r a to r  i n  t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  School D i a t r i c t  186 a s  D i rec to r  
of In-Service. 

Af te r  many d i f f e r e n t  jobs ,  Eugenia s e t t l e  in  t h e  Spr ing f i e ld  a r e a  and taught  
i n  s e v e r a l  schools.  I n  1960 t h e  "More Academically Able" Program was put  i n t o  
e f f e c t  and she taught  one of t hese  c l a s s e s  f o r  t h r e e  years .  She was then 
p r i n c i p a l  of  Lindsay School before  r ece iv ing  he r  admin i s t r a t i ve  pos i t i on .  

Readers of t he  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is  
inhe ren t  in such h i s t o r i c a l  sources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  is n o t  
r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, no r  f o r  views expressed 
the re in ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be r ead ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r ee ly .  It may n o t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral  His tory  Off ice ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 



Eugenia Hamilton, August 3, 1976, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Melinda Kwedar , Interviewer. 

Q: Eugenia, I ' d  l i k e  t o  s t a r t  with your childhood. When and where 
were you born? 

A: I was born i n  Champaign, I l l i n o i s ,  with a mother and f a t h e r  l i v i n g  
i n  t h a t  area.  Father was i n  insurance. My mother had graduated from 
the  Universi ty of I l l i n o i s  i n  something l i k e  1912. She had an English 
major over there.  Had no t  r e a l l y  worked a t  a l l ,  and they were very 
happily married f o r  f i v e  years ,  when my f a t h e r  was e n l i s t e d  in the  
army, a t  the  end of World War I. H e  returned a f t e r  being based i n  
Texas, had been home a very shor t  time, contracted flu which was very 
prevalent  a t  the  t i m e  a f t e r  World War I, and died. A t  t h a t  time I was 
th ree  months old. And my mother was r e a l l y  a wreck over t h i s ,  moved 
back with her  f a t h e r  and mother t o  Greenview, I l l i n o i s ,  and in  her  
g r i e f  rode horseback f o r  the  b e t t e r  p a r t  of twelve months. And I 
was more ar less cared f o r  during t h a t  time by cousins and a devoted 
grandmother and . . . was c e r t a i n l y  n o t  devoid of love. When I was 
four years  o ld ,  my mother met a veteran  of the  F i r s t  World War, and she 
s a i d ,  "Oh, Carl. You r e a l l y  don' t want t o  marry a widow with a youngster." 
And h i s  reply was, "How do you know I ' m  no t  marrying you f o r  your 
daughter?" And as long as he l ived  t h i s  was t h e i r  re la t ionship .  I 
did  n o t  h o w  he was no t  my f a t h e r  u n t i l  I was i n  the  s i x t h  grade. 

Q: Oh, my gosh. 

A: I never questioned having the  name Armor and having my mother wtih 
the  name of Negis. 

Q: Unt i l  you were twelve years  old. Then did you question a t  t h a t  
t h e ?  

A: Yes. I adored i t ,  and I th ink  maybe subconsciously, I was avoiding 
the  question. 

Q: Yes, you d idn ' t  want t o  t a l k  about it. 

A: Because I thought he was perfec t .  A t  t h a t  t i m e  we were l i v i n g  i n  
Davenport, Iowa, he and h i s  brothers  owned a chain of men's c lo th ing 
s t o r e s ,  and I went t o  a p r i v a t e  Episcopal g i r l s '  school, I was very 
chunky and my mother thought t h a t  she d e f i n i t e l y  was stuck with a dud. 
( laughter )  So I spent days going t o  St.  Katherine's and g e t t i n g  off  of 
school a t  2:30 in the  afternoon,  and swimming u n t i l  f i v e  o'clock, and 
swimming is probably the  most v iv id  th ing of my childhood. 
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Q: Now, d id  your mother work a t  a l l  during the  time between the  t i m e  
your f a t h e r  died and she remarried? 

A: Yes. She taught English in the  high school in  Greenview, I l l i n o i s .  
And my grandfather  was a landowner and a banker on the  board of education, 
so i t  wasn't very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  he r  t o  g e t  a job. She taught  f o r  a couple 
of years ,  then remarried, and worked no more u n t i l  a f t e r  she was s ix ty-  
f i v e  . 
Q: After! 

A: And a t  t h a t  time she was l i v i n g  in  Petersburg, and I have deep roo t s  
there. 

Q: Petersburg, I l l i n o i s ?  

A: Y e s .  And a t  t h a t  time i n  the  bookstore a t  New Salem they needed 
someone who was fami l i a r  with l i t e r a t u r e  . . . f ami l i a r  with a l l  t he  
Lincoln l o r e  of the  community, so she was asked t o  come and work i n  
the  bookshop. 

Q: And t h a t  was when she was sixty-f ive.  

A: That's r i g h t ,  and she worked the re  u n t i l ,  l e t  me see ,  she ' s  eighty- 
th ree  now, and I guess she stopped when she was eighty. 

Q: Well, t h a t  must have been a very n i c e  job f o r  her  a t  t h a t  time. So 
your s t ep fa the r  worked in  Iowa, and then you moved. 

A: And we f i n a l l y  decided t h a t  because my f a t h e r  was ill t h a t  i t  would 
be a good idea t o  move back t o  I l l i n o i s .  H e  had a very se r ious  case 
of tuberculosis .  We moved back t o  I l l i n o i s  with my grandparents ,  moving 
in with my grandparents,  and my s t ep fa the r  was placed f i r s t  of a l l  i n  
Palmer Sanatarium here  i n  Spr ingf ie ld ,  and the eventual ly i n t o  government 
hospi ta ls .  This was r i g h t  in  the  middle of the  Depression. So, needless 
t o  say,  the  money ran ou t ,  and he f i n a l l y  ended up i n  Hines Hospi ta l  
and a number of government sites. During t h i s  period of time, he more 
o r  l e s s  recovered, and because we had another s t o r e  i n  Sioux Ci ty ,  
Iowa, we moved out  there.  And it  took l e s s  than a year f o r  the  
tuberculos is  t o  become a c t i v e  again,  so we then moved back t o  Petersburg, 
Illinois. 

Q: Now how old were you during t h i s  time? 

A: This is  . . . when we moved t o  Sioux City,  I was going i n t o  junior  
high and . . . a c t u a l l y ,  I guess, my freshman year. I remember i t  very 
w e l l  because I had s t a r t e d  my freshman year i n  Petersburg i n  Lat in ,  
and had t r ans fe r red  t o  Sioux Ci ty  the  second semester of my freshman 
year. I had learned nouns i n  Latin my f i r s t  semester and I went t o  
Iowa and learned nouns in  Lat in  the  second semester. They had reversed 
semesters. So by the  time I became a sophomore I had t o  ge t  very busy 
on Lat3.n verbs. But my, my s t ep fa the r  died when . . . I r e a l l y  ha te  t o  
say s t ep fa the r  because he, he was a fa ther .  
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Q: Right. 

A: He died when I was a junior  i n  high school ,  and a t  t h a t  time we  were 
l i v l n g  in Petersburg. 

Q: Right,  so you were back with your mother's parents  a t  t h a t  time. 

A: Right. 

Q: Can you t e l l  me  anything about t h a t  Palmer Sanitarium? I ' ve  heard 
t h a t  r e fe r red  t o  before and h o w  very l i t t l e  d e t a i l s .  

A: Palmer Sanitarium was where the  Presbytarian Home is now, on Lawrence 
and Chatham Road. Looked then very much the  way i t  does now, except 
t h a t  one s i d e  of the  building was l ined  with open-air, screened-in 
porches. Because a t  t h a t  t i m e  of course, the  treatment f o r  tubercular  
p a t i e n t s  was open a i r ,  and it r e a l l y  is  very s t range  f o r  m e  t o  s e e  the  
a r c h i t e c t u r e  having changed so l i t t le .  

Q: I 've  always wondered what t h a t  was i n i t i a l l y .  

A: That 's  exact ly it. It was a l i t t l e  more secluded then because the re  
were l a r g e  t r e e s  around, and because of my age through those years  every 
precaution was taken aga ins t  my mother's cont rac t ing  T.B., and mine, 
too. We had regular  check-ups and regular  X-rays. When we were l i v i n g  
i n  Sloux City our d ishes  were separa te ,  they were s t e r i l i z e d  . . . This 
is  a matter  of r e a l l y  l i v i n g  a p a r t  in  many respects .  Washing was separa te  
from my fa ther .  Because . . . 
Q: Was there  ever a cause assessment? Did t h i s  have t o  do with the  
war i n  any way? 

A: Y e s ,  yes. My f a t h e r  had been gassed during World War I ,  and a l l  
t h i s  was a t t r i b u t e d  t o  t h a t ,  

Q: Now were o ther  kinds of p a t i e n t s  t r ea ted  in t h i s  sanitar ium or  
was it j u s t  f o r  T.B.? 

A: No,  As f a r  a s  I r e c a l l  it was s t r i c t l y ,  s t r i c t l y  f o r  tubercular  
pa t i en t s .  

Q: Okay, so then you moved back when you were i n  high school ,  and 
you f in ished high school i n  Petersburg, I l l i n o i s ?  

A: Y e s ,  I had spent s i x  years  in an Episcopal g i r l s '  school In Iowa, 
came back t o  I l l i n o i s  and had my f i r s t  experience with public  schools ,  
f in ished in Petersburg, and then went t o  MacMurray College in Jacksonvi l le ,  
I l l i n o i s ,  

Q: Now did  you work in the  house with your grandparents,  o r  d id  you . . . 
A: Yes. Strangely enough, through those years  anyone who became 
somewhat d e s t i t u t e  moved in too. I f i r s t  of all had an aunt and an 
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uncle and a cousin who moved in and were l i v i n g  with us. This was a 
large frame, s l a t e  roof ,  columned Victorian home, l e t ' s  say . . . 
no, post-Victorian. And the re  were four bedrooms up, a bedroom down, 
a huge en t ry  h a l l ,  l i v i n g  room, d in ing room, ki tchen,  pantry,  and four 
rooms in t he  basement, And so an aunt  and an uncle and a cousin came. 
About the  time I was graduating from high school,  an aunt and her  two 
chi ldren  came. And 1 grew up with these  two youngsters as s i s t e r  and 
brother .  

Q: So it was l i k e  you had some s i b l i n g s ,  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes, d e f i n i t e l y .  It 's very hard f o r  m e  t o  say I have no sisters 
and no brothers  when our r e l a t ionsh ip  is so w t i r e l y  d i f f e r e n t ,  i n  
t h a t  they a r e  mine . . . my own, 

Q: But then again you d idn ' t  l i v e  with them u n t i l  you w e r e  in high 
school,  r i g h t ?  O r  had you . , . 
A: Yes, but you have t o  remember the  . . . t he  cousin, the  g i r l  
cousin, was going i n t o  the  . . . four th  grade. 

Q: Oh. 

A: And the  boy was th ree  years  old. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: Ne is now a professor of h i s t o r y  a t  Eastern Michigan and she ' s  
a teacher i n  California.  

Q: So you were l ike  a second mother then, t o  them. 

A: Right. 

Q: That 's  a nice s i t u a t i o n .  So you went t o  Madfurray College, then? 

A: That 's r igh t .  

Q: And you graduated? 

A: I went the re  four years ,  graduated with a degree in A r t  and English. 

Q: What about education? Was t h a t  j u s t  assumed a p a r t  of it or  was, 
did you take separa te  courses? 

A: I . . . I did car ry  enough education t o  qua l i fy  f o r  a teaching 
c e r t i f i c a t e .  However, my p r a c t i c e  teaching was a t  the  col lege  level .  

Q: Oh. 

A: And I taught freshmen, and loved it. And then back t o  the  Depression, 
I , . . we had a s t rugg le  getting through college.  I went through on 
scholarships,  and the  generosi ty of the  pres ident  of Madfurray, who is 



Eugen l a  Hamil ton 5 

a very c lose  f r i end  of mine, D r .  McClelland, And by working. I had charge 
of perspective students .  So, when I f in i shed  MacMurray I f e l t  I needed a 
very,  very secure posi t ion.  So I appl ied  a t  St. Catherine 's ,  where 
I had gone t o  grade school ,  and I was hi red  by the  Episcopal nuns f o r  
the  whole sum of $35 a month. I l ived  on a f l a t  f acu l ty  f loor .  

Q: So your housing was paid fo r?  

A: And my laundry and my food. The works. So I . . . what I r e a l l y  
was having was a $35 allowance. 

Q: Right. 

A: Every month. Bought f a n t a s t i c  th ings  with it,  did everything I 
wanted t o  do. And I r e a l l y  loved it,  and i t  was s t range  because 
people who were l i v i n g  the re  with me ,  . . . we had a masters degree 
gal from Vassar. This should show you how lean money was and . , . 
Q: Jobs f o r  it t o  come by. 

A: That 's r igh t .  

Q: Right. Now t h i s  was in Iowa, r i g h t ?  

A: After  I f in ished col lege  in 1941, 1 went back t o  Iowa. Now, i n  
December of 1941, I had the  job of dr iv ing a s t a t i o n  wagon over t o  a  
nearby orphanage where we picked up youngsters with a . . . t o  ce lebra te  
a s o r t  of pre-Christmas. It was between Thanksgiving and Christmas, 
and we had spent weeks g e t t i n g  g i f t s  together  f o r  the  orphans. It was 
my fortune o r  my misfortune t o  pick up a l i t t l e  g i r l  who was a pol io  
vict im, braces on both l egs ,  very handicapped. And I got  down out  
of the  bus and s a i d ,  "Let m e  help you," and put out  my arms t o  1if.t: 
her  down t o  the  ground, and she s a i d ,  "I'll do it myself." And a t  
t h i s  point ,  a l a rge  gorup of my s tudents  came over and s a i d ,  "This is 
Sunday, Pear l  Harbor has been bombed." And I never fo rge t  the  
associa t ion  with t h i s  youngster t h a t  I w a s  f ee l ing  so  s t rongly  f o r  
and t h i s ,  t h i s  ghas t ly  news, 

Q: Oh, i t  f igures  t h a t  about everybody remembers where they were 
when they heard about Pea r l  Harbor. 

A: True. 

Q: How old was t h i s  chi ld?  

A: About six. Darling! 

Q: And of course t h a t  was during the  time t h a t  pol io  was such a scourge, 
as I remember my own childhood, t h a t  i t  was . . . 
A: And I th ink t h a t  the  worry t h a t  I had is, here  I am so wi l l ing  t o  
love he r ,  you b o w ,  I wish she were mine, and thinking how many people 
would be wi l l ing  t o  adopt he r  . . , a s  handicapped a s  she was. 



Eugenia H a m i l  ton  6 

Q: Right. 

A: But t h a t ,  l e t  me see ,  t h a t  f i n i s h e d  t h a t  year  out.  In  June, I go t  a 
job through t h e  summer wi th  probably t h e  most ted ious  t h i n g  I have eve r  
done i n  my l i f e :  e d i t i n g  and proofreading f o r  a  publ i sh ing  company i n  
Davenport. One of those  background jobs wi th ,  you h o w ,  a l i g h t  bulb 
hanging from t h e  c e i l i n g ,  and I almost  l o s t  my mind. That l a s t e d  about a 
month, and I went home and s a i d ,  "You can have it," I ' d  been o f f e red  a  
s a l a r y  back a t  S t .  Cather ine ' s ,  bu t  i n  t h e  meantime wi th  t h e  war, I 
decided I was going t o  w i n  it. Single-handedly. 

Q: The war. 

A: Absolutely.  So a t  t h a t  po in t  i t  was poss ib l e  t o  crowd f u r t h e r  educat ion 
i n  a  very  s h o r t  per iod of time. And I heard t h a t  I could go t o  t h e  
I l l i n o i s  I n s t i t u t e  of Technology, which a t  t h a t  time w a s  Louis I n s t i t u t e ,  
ou t  in  t h e  boondocks of Chicago--really j u s t  p a s t  sk id  row--and t h a t  I 
culd t a b  a  brush-up course and I could end up a s  an engineering draftsman. 
So I took t h e  i n t e n s i v e  course  with math, t h a t  I hadn' t  had s i n c e  high 
school ,  and came out  wi th  an o f f e r  of i l l u s t r a t i n g  t echn ica l  manuals f o r  
t h e  Univers i ty  of Chicago. Well, t h a t  was n o t  going t o  w i n  t h e  war. So, 
a  f r i e n d  of mine ca l l ed .  H i s  f a t h e r  w a s  one of t h e  execut ives  of Kreasge's 
in Michigan, i n  De t ro i t .  [She] s a i d ,  "My f a t h e r  has  j u s t  been ou t  t o  New 
York, and has  run i n t o  Colonel Barlow who's one of t h e ,  is involved wi th  
m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  in Washington. Would you l i k e  t o  go t o  Washington? 
My f a t h e r  says t h a t  i f  you w i l l  say  yes ,  I can go." By t h e  way, t h i s  is  
someone who came o r i g i n a l l y ,  whoae family came o r i g i n a l l y  from t h i s  p a r t  
of t he  country. Her name w a s  Pickering.  H e r  f a t h e r  was John Picker ing ,  
and h e r  . , . let  me s e e  . . . uncle  w a s  Senator  Yates,  h e r  g randfa the r  
was Governor Yates, 

Q: Oh, my gosh. 

A: And q u i t e  a gal .  So, I announced t o  my family t h a t  I was n o t  going 
t o  i l l u s t r a t e  f o r  t h e  Univers i ty  of Chicago, t h a t  I was going t o  Washington 
t o  win t he  war, which I proceeded t o  do, I worked f o r  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
and a t  f i r s t  I was a . , . I w a s  drawing manuals f o r  G . I . ' s  t h a t  would 
i n d e n t i f y  guns, equipment t h a t  t h e  Germans were using. Af t e r  some time 
a t  t h a t  I was asked i f  1 'd  had any l i b r a r y  experience. And I s a i d ,  "yes, 
some." So I ended up working f o r  m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  i n ,  a s  a 
photogrammetrist i n  t h e  l i b r a r y  t h a t  was maintained by m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e ,  
wi th  a l l  of t h e  a e r i a l  coverage from a l l  t h e  a i r  f o r c e s  thoughout t h e  
world. This  w a s  Schnals ,  Tampf and a l l  over. Never a t  any time had t h e  
a e r i a l  coverage been on f i l e  no r  had it been analyzed in one loca t ion .  
Now t h e  A i r  Force maintained t h e  l i b r a r y ,  bu t  we maintained t h i s  f i l e  of 
t h e  a e r i a l  coverage, t h e  r e p o r t s  t h a t  were e i t h e r  f i l e d  a f t e r  bomb damage 
o r  were f i l e d  as r e s u l t s  of assignments f o r  a e r i a l  coverage, Of course ,  
t h i s  w a s  a l i b r a r y  t h a t  w a s  used ex tens ive ly  by t h e  Of f i ce  of Naval 
I n t e l l i g e n c e ,  t h e  Of f i ce  of S t r a t e g i c  Serv ices ,  by any i n t e l l i g e n c e  
o u t f i t .  So I was n a t u r a l l y  dea l ing  wi th  p r iv i l eged  information and 
knowing where t h e  nex t  s t r i k e  was going t o  be. 

Q: Yes, wow. 
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A: And I l ived in a house in Chevy Chase. 

Q: Did you l i v e  with t h i s  o the r  g i r l  a t  the  time? Other woman? 

A: Yes. F i r s t  of a l l  we shared a house In Georgetown, a quaint  s o r t  of 
row house t y p i c a l  of Georgetown, and the re  were f i v e  of us i n  the  house, 
a l l  of us  with d i f f e r e n t  assignments and all of us with deal ing with 
c l a s s i f i e d  material .  So the  house r e a l l y  wasn't l a rge  enough. It couldn't  
accommodate a l l  of us ,  and so we moved t o  a place we ca l l ed  Hodgepodge 
Lodge i n  Chevy Chase, thinking t h a t  we were very c lever  a t  the  time . . , 
was way a t  the  end of Rock Creek Park. There were th ree  WAVES and two 
c i v i l i a n s  by t h a t  time. We shared a th ree  bedroom house, and I worked i n  
the  Pentagon . . . two of us worked i n  the  Pentagon. Three of them i n ,  
were WAVES i n  t h e  Naval Department. 

Q: So you got t o  do your p a r t  t o  win the  war. 

A: Right, I d i d .  

Q: Okay, so t h i s  continued with the  durat ion of the  war? 

A: I was in Washington th ree  years. I . . . was married very b r i e f l y  t o  
a Russian--not very b r i e f l y ,  f o r  th ree  years--to one of the  servicemen 
t h a t  I m e t ,  who was i n  the  navy. So the  next  thing t h a t  I did  a f t e r  
marrying Igor--who's background was Russian, h i s  f a t h e r  had r e a l l y  grown 
up i n  England--I moved down t o  Miami, where Igor t r a ined  Russian naval  
personnel how t o  man seagoing tugs t h a t  they w e r e  going t o  ge t  on land-lease, 
because he spoke f luen t  Russian. He  was an engineer. And then h i s  next  
assignment was on the  s t a f f  of the  Naval Academy in Annapolis. So we 
l ived  there.  

Q: Now t h i s  is Miami, F lor lda ,  where you moved. You q u i t  your job a t  
t h a t  point .  

A:  hat's r i g h t ,  Moved t o  Miami, then moved t o  Annapolis, Maryland, and 
then moved t o  Brown Universi ty i n  Providence, Rhode Is land,  A t  t h a t  t i m e  
he was ge t t ing  h i s  doctora te  in  applied mathematics a t  Brown, t r a n s l a t i n g  
s c i e n t i f i c  journals  of the  Russians. And I worked a s  a s t y l i s t  i n  a 
l a rge  department s t o r e ,  and d id  some l ec tu r ing  a t  the  Rhode I s l and  School 
of Design, t ra ined high school youngsters,  r e a l l y  thoroughly enjoyed a 
s t y l e ,  

Q: Heaven sakes. That was c e r t a i n l y  a d iverse  area. 

A: Now you understood [ inaudible]  career .  

Q: Yes, I do bel ieve  tha t .  Now your husband, was he born in America o r  
was he . . . 
A: He was born in Russia, and h i s  mother was a White Russian with qu i re  
a background. And Igor a t  ten was one of the  youngest chess champions 
Russia had ever had. So when they t r i e d  t o  g e t  out  of Russia . . . 
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Q: And t h i s  was about what year? 

A: They, w e l l ,  l e t  m e  see. I f  he was ten t h a t  was probably . . . oh, 
1930. 

Q: About Stalin t h e  then. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Right. What was h i s  mother's co lo r fu l  type, kind of background? You 
remember any of the  . . . 
A: She r e a l l y  had grown up with wealth and had been extrememly well-to-do, 
and the  r eve r sa l  was something she r e a l l y  couldn't  g e t  over. It was very 
hard f o r  her  t o  l i v e  a . , . w e l l ,  no, what I really ought t o  explain is 
the  f a t h e r  had been inves t ing  money over here  f o r  years  with the  idea 
t h a t  he would bring them out  of Russia 

Q: Since the  revolut ion  though, r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. Gad needless t o  say the  same thing happened t o  a number of 
Russians, In t h a t  when they invested i t  with someone they r e a l l y  had a 
g rea t  deal  of f a i t h  in ,  they came t o  the  United S t a t e s  and discovered 
the re  was nothing. There was no accounting f o r  the  money. 

Q: Oh, my. 

A: So, Igor ' s  f a t h e r  was a c e r t i f i e d  publ ic  accountant,  h i s  mother a 
spoiled White Russian, and Igor worked a t  the  F i f t h  Avenue Public  Library. 
His f a t h e r  had no t rouble ,  r e a l l y  g e t t i n g  an appointment, He ,  although 
he spoke c l a s s i c a l  Russian, h i s  English was impeccable. It was very hard 
t o  recognize him as a Russian a t  a l l .  

Q: Now, where has he learned t h e  English? 

A: He  had l ived with h i s  mother and a brother  in  England. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: Really through the  major p a r t  of h i s  education. They had r e a l l y  
gotten out  of Russia, had moved t o  England. The f a t h e r  had died and the  
mother had wanted t o  go back t o  Russia, so she took these  two sons with 
her.  

Q: She did want t o  go back? 

A: Yes. 

Q: To see family o r  . . . 
A: Yea, because of her  family t i e s .  

Q: J u s t  f o r  a v i s i t  o r  t o  l i v e ?  
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A: To l ive .  Igor ' s  f a t h e r  during,  r e a l l y  j u s t  post-revolution, recognized 
the  f a c t  t h a t  he was doing very w e l l  f i n a n c i a l l y ,  and maintained a double 
iden t i ty .  He had one business and residence in Moscow under the  name 
Sugarman, an English name he considered which, evident ly  he was no t  
Jewish and Sugarman very o f t en  is . . . 
Q: I was going t o  say, yes, another l i a b i l i t y .  

A: And in another town removed from Moscow, maintained another i d e n t i t y  
and h i s  family, h i s  wife and h i s  son. And it  was in one occupation, and 
t h a t  was under the name Sugarman, t h a t  the  money was s e n t  t o  the  United 
S t a t e s ,  i n ,  I guess, an i l l i c i t  s o r t  o f ,  i l l e g a l  s o r t  of way. And t h e  
money t h a t  he had sen t  a t  t h a t  time was considerable, something l i k e  
$50,000. So when they r e a l l y  p lo t t ed  t o  g e t  out  of Russia, i t  was with 
his proof t h a t  he a c t u a l l y  had been born out  of Russia , , , t h e  fa ther .  

Q: How did  he do t h a t ?  

A: By es tab l i sh ing  the f a c t  t h a t  he had been born i n  Indiana and t h a t  
the  f loods had destroyed t h e  b i r t h  c e r t i f i c a t e .  

Q: h w ,  t h a t  was . . . 
A: So I ' m  su re  t h i s  s o r t  of thing has been used repeatedly. 

Q: That was the  only way he could g e t  out  of Russia a t  t h a t  point  i n  
time. 

A: Yes, and t h i s  was s t i l l  a somewhat f r ightening experience because 
through h i s  wife, a s  I s a i d  who r e a l l y  d id  have a good dea l  of i n f l u e n t i a l  
background, they made a connection with a general  of the  army in  Vladivostok. 
So they went from Moscow through Vladivostok t o  ge t  t o  t h e  United S t a t e s ,  
and ended up in New York, penniless.  

Q: He  had counted on t h a t  money. 

A: That% r igh t .  Then the  man t o  whom he was sending the  money was 
never located,  was never i d e n t i f i e d ,  so he became a f i c t i o n  so t o  speak. 
So they moved i n t o  New York. Father had no t rouble  g e t t i n g  employment, 
but i t  was a hand-to-mouth s o r t  of existence. When Igor was a l i t t l e  b i t  
o lde r ,  he had a job working in the  F i f t h  Avenue Public  Library,  and went 
t o  Stibson High School which was the  high school i n  New York f o r  g i f t ed .  
He f in ished high school went t o  Stevens I n s t i t u t e  of Technology and 
f in ished a s  a mechanical engineer, got h i s  master 's in physics,  and then 
went t o  Brown f o r  h i s  applied mathematics Ph.D. 

Q: Now what l i n e  of business was his f a t h e r  in? 

A: He was an accountant,  

Q: And he d id  t h a t  i n  Russia o r  . . , 
A: Yes, although in the  two i d e n t i t i e s  one of them was r e l a t e d  t o  s a l e s ,  
and the  other one was a s t r a i g h t  accounting business. 
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Q: I see. So then he did do accounting in  New York, a s  w e l l ,  

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay, so , . , then . . . l e t ' s  see where a r e  we in here? 

A: Okay, I ended up i n  Providence, Rhode Island with Igor g e t t i n g  h i s  
doctora te  a t  Brown, l i v i n g  in a typ ica l  New Fhgland s a l t  box, post-war 
with no building,  housing very s h o r t ,  and in a very miserable circumstance. 
Not necessa r i ly  f i n a n c i a l ,  but  maybe more emotional. I learned t h a t  
l i v i n g  with someone with a kind of foreign background, and let 's  say ,  
es tabl i shed customs was something very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  a midwestern jerk.  
So it was a matter of s e l f i s h  survival .  

Q: Right. Were you working a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Y e s ,  t h a t ' s  when I was working a s  a s t y l i s t  i n  a l a rge  department 
s t o r e  in Providence [and] doing some work a t  the  Rhode Is land School of 
Design. I loved my Job. 

Q: Did he f e e l  t h a t  you should no t  be working? O r  you h o w ,  was i t  some 
of the  o ld  Russian customs of the  woman being i n  the  home, o r  those kinds 
of th ings ,  caused c o n f l i c t s  o r  . . . 
A: I th ink,  t h e r e  were c u l t u r a l  d i f f e rences  t h a t  could n o t  be surmounted. 
I think because of the  r o l e  h i s  mother played a s  a grand dame, somehow i t  
was an t i c ipa ted  t h a t  I would use, le t ' s  say, my a r t  t a l e n t s .  

Q: Oh, the  c u l t u r a l  , . . 
A: Yes. I loved the  kind of l i f e  w e  were leading, You h o w ,  going t o  
the  Boston Symphony and a l l  the  exh ib i t s ,  This s o r t  of thing was fine. 
But I was a possession. 

Q: Right, 

A: And . . . as an independent woman I just simply couldn't  t o l e r a t e  the  
poasessiveness. 

Q: Were h i s  parents  s t i l l  a l i v e  and in the  v i c i n i t y  a t  t h a t  time? 

A: Y e s ,  they were i n  Europe, 

Q: So you went , . , 
A: And of course the re  were frequent  t r i p s ,  yes, t o  Europe, 

Q: That added t o  i t ,  I ' m  s u r e  . , , the  problem. You h o w  the Russian 
women a r e  still having t rouble  today, The Russian women themselves a r e  
having t rouble  f igh t ing  the  old male t r a d i t i o n s  and expectations. S t i l l  
goes on. So, what d id  you do a t  t h a t  time? 

A: I came back t o  I l l i n o i s  f e e l h g  very,  very,  insecure ,  moved in  with 
my family--my mother and my grandmother a t  t h a t  point--and an aunt.  And 
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took about th ree  months t o  r e a l l y  f ace  the  f a c t  t h a t  I had become a very 
insecure individual .  So insecure t h a t  I couldn't  d r ive  a car .  I was 
r e a l l y  on the  verge, and f i n a l l y  snapped out  of i t  and decided t h a t  I 
would g e t  a job. The remotest th ing  from my mind a t  t h a t  time was teaching. 
So I became an i n t e r i o r  decorator.  And one of the  l o c a l  f u r n i t u r e  s t o r e s  
where Myers Brothers f u r n i t u r e  is now, was Dirkson's. And I knew the  
 irkso on's, I decorated f o r  them, thoroughly enjoyed it,  and one of my 
high school classmates and an old love came back. So I ended up marrying 
Ted; moving back t o  Marshalltown, Iowa. And I married r e a l l y  with the  
idea t h a t  I wanted children.  So i t  took about a year and a h a l f ,  but  I 
had John then and he ' s  now twenty-six. We moved from Marshalltown back 
t o  I l l i n o i s  a f t e r  about t h r e e  years. Ted was an insurance agent and a . . , a very personable guy who was h i s  own worst enemy. He  drank himself 
t o  death . . . So . . . 
Q: Did you work during t h a t  time, then? While your . . . 
A: When we moved back t o  I l l i n o i s  th ings  were so inseucre. I had an 
i n v i t a t i o n  in Mason Ci ty ,  and ended up being offered a contract .  So I 
taught i n  Easten, which is a very small town between Mason City,  I l l i n o i s  
and Havana, I l l i n o i s .  Taught in a very small town u n i t  school ,  four th  
grade, and loved it. So a t  t h a t  time I got  busy and was c e r t i f i e d  with 
an elementary c e r t i f i c a t e .  

Q: You had t o  go back t o  school t o  g e t  t h i s ?  

A: Y e s .  Yes, and my education is very funny, too. Having majors In a r t  
and then picking up something l i k e  s ix teen hours t o  g e t  an elementary 
c e r t i f i c a t e  and then f i n a l l y  g e t t i n g  a masterts .  But . . . 
Q :  Now haw old was your son a t  t h a t  time? 

A: h e ,  one and a ha l f .  

Q: And you s t a r t e d  t o  teach f u l l  time then. And what did you do? 

A: Y e s ,  wonderful baby sitters. Mothers with children the  same age. 

Q: I see. 

A: And then we moved back t o  Petersburg,  I l l i n o i s ,  and I appl ied  i n  
Springfield.  So I commuted from Petersburg f o r  a long t i m e ,  when my son 
was in junior  high, the  seventh grade. 

Q: Now he went t o  school i n  Petersburg? 

A: Yes. He d idn ' t  move in here. Stayed out  there. Not with my family 
a t  a l l ,  and s o  I s t a r t e d  teaching i n  here; taught a t  Enos; moved t o  Hay 
Edwards, Lawrence, DuBois. And le t  m e  see ,  I was a t  Enos f i v e  years  
teaching four th  grade. And when I moved t o  Hay Edwards I went i n t o  the  
more academically a b l e  program and s t a r t e d  teaching g i f t e d  youngsters. 
So a s  you can see ,  the  majori ty of my experience i n  Springfield has had 
something t o  do with g i f t e d  programs. 
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Q: Now your husband died in what year? 

A: W e l l ,  let 's see. , . . January 24th would have been f i f t e e n  years ,  
so i t 's  eleven years ago, twelve years  ago. 

Q: So t h a t  would make it 1964. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Why did you pick some of the  jobs t h a t  you did t h a t  seem t o  be bas ica l ly  
male or iented?  

A: I think I f e l t  a f t e r  teaching a year  in a g i r l s '  school t h a t  I needed 
t o  get  c lose r  t o  a man's profesaion. I f e l t  t he re  were c e r t a i n  th ings  I 
could do t h a t  f i t  i u t o  t h e  man's world, and I f e l t  pe r fec t ly  capable of 
competing. I h e w  when I went t o  Mshington t h a t  I was going t o  replace  
a man who was going t o  be sen t  overseas. And although I d e a l t  with a 
g r e a t  number of men, probably more than I d i d  women, a l l  along the  way I 
f e l t  again t h a t  I was doing something a man could do. 1 don ' t  know 
whether i t  was ego building;  it c e r t a i n l y  wasn't hunting f o r  a man, t h a t  
wasn't t he  thing a t  a l l .  I th ink  t h a t  even in  my f i e l d  of education 
through these  years  of g e t t i n g  i n t o  administrat ion,  I have been w i l l i n g  
t o  compete with men f o r  those posi t ions.  And it  c e r t a i n l y  i s n ' t  t he  
women's l i b  kick,  because t h i s  is c e r t a i n l y  p r i o r  t o  tha t .  And I don' t  
know t h a t  I ' m  t o t a l  sympathic with i t ,  because t h i s  has been a way of 
l i f e  with me. It hasn ' t  been an i s s u e  and I don' t  feel t h a t  I have been 
denied a l o t  of oppor tuni t ies  because of men. So t h a t  r e a l l y  is it. I 
th ink t h a t  perhaps in many ways I don' t  r e l a t e  as w e l l  t o  women in a 
typ ica l  female philosophy a s  I do t o  men. 

Q: Your i n i t i a l  career  choice, do you th ink t h a t  t h a t  was a f fec ted  by 
the f a c t  t h a t  you were a g i r l ?  You th ink t h a t  you may have chosen another 
f i e l d  i f  you were a boy? 

Q: But then a f t e r  you got  i n t o  the  career  which was very women-dominated 
you f e l t  t h a t  you would r a t h e r  be in a f i e l d  t h a t  was a more male-dominated 
t o  prove t o  yourself t h a t  you could do the  same kinds of th ings  t h a t  men 
could do? Do you th ink t h a t  t h a t  may have been i t ?  

A: O r  t h a t  i t  r e a l l y  d idn ' t  matter. 

Q: That you were a woman? 

A: Yes. 

Q: And, of course during the  war, I assume you h o w  men could do something 
very v i s i b l e ,  you know, and very concrete a s  f a r  as helping the  country. 
And for a woman it was maybe a l i t t l e  more d i f f i c u l t  t o  r e a l l y  show 
something very s p e c i f i c  t h a t  you had done, you how,  t o  help the  country. 

A: That's r igh t .  It couldn't  be a s  a c t i v e  a r o l e ,  ce r t a in ly .  



Eugenia Hamilton 13 

Q: Right. And y e t  the  job t h a t  you g o t ,  you sa id  you were replacing a 
man t h a t  was being sen t  overseas. 

A: That time m i l i t a r y  i n t e l l i g e n c e  was looking f o r  women with degrees 
who w e r e  competent enough t o  replace  men who had been doing the  same 
jobs. 

Q: Do you th ink i f  the  war had n o t  been in e f f e c t  would you have gotten 
a job of t h a t  s o r t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: You th ink you would've. 

A: Yes. I th ink  t h a t  I . . . now I ' m  no t  so su re  t h a t  the  man element, 
t h a t  t h a t  f a c e t  of it would have been present.  I f e e l  very s t rongly  t h a t  
I would have gone through s imi la r  experiences and t h a t  I would have 
l iked ,  I would have explored o ther  jobs. I r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  I ' m  i n  
education i n i t a l l y  through t h a t  need, because when I came back i n t o  i t  
with a s m a l l  c h i l d  I kenw t h a t  in  t i m e  he was going t o  be i n  school; I 
was going t o  need the  f r e e  time. And a s  he became older  I was urged by 
adminis t ra tors  t o  g e t  i n t o  adminis t ra t ion ,  which I might add was a break 
t h a t  men gave me. 

Q: Right. Why did  you f e e l ,  do you th ink t h a t  you f e l t  t h a t  t h e  kinds 
of th ings  t h a t  men were doing were "more important1' than the  jobs t h a t  
women were doing? 

A: Yes, I possibly have thought they were. And I th ink I f e l t ,  I have 
f e l t  t h a t  conversa t ional ly ,  men were more st lmulat ing.  I could t a l k  t o  
them much more e a s i l y  than I could the  bridge club g a l s  who t a l k  about 
ch i ld  r ea r ing  and menus. I j u s t  d i d n ' t  have the  t a l e n t .  ( laughter)  

Q: But you have spent ,  of course, most of your time i n  a profess ional  
area. You have been "outside of the  home" so you have no t  spent a l a r g e  
block of your l i f e  doing those kinds of things. Do you th ink t h i s  was, 
was t h i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  by choice t h a t  you d id  no t  s t a y  home when your 
ch i ld  was, you bow,  preschool age? 

A: No, i t  was necessary f o r  m e  t o  work. F inancia l ly  it  j u s t  had t o  be. 
I spent a couple of very miserable years ,  not  t o t a l l y  unhappy, but unhappy 
t h a t  I wasn't with my chi ld .  

Q: Feeling g u i l t y  t h a t  you were n o t  a b l e  t o  s t a y  home with him. 

A: And r e a l l y  checking out  the  babys i t t e r s  and being very concerned 
about being away from home a t  times when I wasn't working. And y e t ,  I 
look a t  my son today, and I f e e l  in no way t h a t  John suffered  a s  a r e s u l t  
of having a working mother. I th ink  in many respects  the  f a c t  t h a t  I was 
motivated t o  do a number of d i f f e r e n t  th ings  helped him t o  be independent 
and t o  be motivated in a number of d i f f e r e n t  d i rec t ions .  I hope I ' v e  had 
t h a t  same influence on the  youngsters I ' v e  taught. 
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Q: Did you ever  have any problems leaving  him with  s i t t e r s ?  Did he ever  
o b j e c t ,  you h o w ,  c r y  when you l e f t  kind of thing? 

A: No, n o t  r e a l l y .  He's been t h e  s o r t  of youngster you could reason 
wi th ,  as long as he k n e w  why you were doing t h i s .  

Q: But you s t i l l  l e f t  him a t  age e ighteen  months, and a t  t h a t  time you 
f e l t  t h a t  he could understand what . . . 
A: Yes. He f e l t  very . . . secure  wi th  t h e  woman wi th  whom he was 
s tay ing .  She had a youngster a l i t t l e  b i t  o l d e r ,  a l o c a l  d e n t i s t ' s  
youngster w a s  there.  There w e r e  t h r e e  boys, and n o t  only d id  t h e  sit ter 
and h e r  husband r e a l l y  work wi th  these  youngsters  i n  providing m u l t i p l e  
experiences,  bu t  so  d id  t h e  grandparents.  They had exper iences  t h a t  made 
them a n t i c i p a t e  tomorrow. It wasn't a matter of f e e l i n g  i n  any way 
neglected.  

Q: Now you s tayed home wi th  him though u n t i l  he was e ighteen  months o ld?  

A: That's r i g h t ,  I d id .  I had no jobs during then. 

Q: Okay, then you were i n  t h e  home. How d id  you f e e l  about  t h a t ?  Did 
you enjoy t h a t ?  

A: I loved it,  because I had wanted a baby. A s  a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  i f  I ' d  
had a choice,  I ' d  have ended up with t h r e e ,  and I probably would have 
worked a t  d i f f e r e n t  times. 

Q: But s tayed home during t h e  e a r l y  year, you think? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay, so  you moved around in t h e  schools  here.  Was t h a t  f o r  promotional 
purposes or what? They j u s t  d id  it. 

A: No, i t  d i d n ' t  t ake  me long t o  d iscover  . . . well, I went i n t o  t h e  
M.A.A. Program, t h e  More Academically Able Program, t h e  second year  i t  
w a s  organized. 

Q: Now, can you exp la in  t h a t ?  

A: Okay. These were youngeters  who were s e l e c t e d  because they had above 
average- achievement and I.Q. 's. A t  t h a t  time we were us ing  t h e  cut-off 
I.Q. of 115. We were screening  o t h e r  a b i l i t i e s  t he  youngsters  had, 
examining achievement test, and we had a t  t h a t  t ime fou r  schools  t h a t  
were involved with  t h e  More Academically Able Program. It began in the  
fou r th  and went through the s i x t h  grade. A t  no time w a s  i t  lower than 
t h e  fourth.  So when I moved t o  Hay Edwards, as I s a i d  t h e  second year  
t h e  program was in  e f f e c t ,  I stayed with t h e  same youngsters  f o r  t h r e e  
years.  

Q: Oh, t h a t ' s  t h e  way it was. 
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A: And t h i s  r e a l l y  is  q u i t e  an experience. Because a t  the  end of th ree  
years  I had twenty-six chi ldren  ins tead  of one son. 

Q: Right,  I can imagine. Were they a l l  from Hay Edwards School o r  were 
they picked from other  schools? 

A: No, no. They were picked from the  a rea  around. Not even what would 
be considered a feeder school.  

Q: Right. 

A: They were from a radius  around Ha+y Edwards. Really was an i d e a l  
s i tua t ion .  That 's  an extremely good locat ion  f o r  conununlty education. 
And a t  t h a t  time, f o r  ins tance ,  we could use a l l  the  government buildings.  
We could use the  f ede ra l  building;  we could walk downtown. So w e  had 
g rea t  exper ien t i a l  learning.  We did a u n i t  on economics, when we plagued 
the  l o c a l  banks, and even today as long ago a s  t h a t  was, one of t h e  
bankers had sa id  one of the  youngsters had asked a question they had 
never answered. So we could do a u n i t  approach. We studied a l i e n s ,  and 
went t o  a n a t u r a l i z a t i o n  ceremony. We had a good many profess ional  
parents ,  so  Fridays were devoted t o  learning,  r e a l l y ,  what we're teaching 
in career  ed today. 

Q: Now who was involved i n  s e t t i n g  up the  curriculum f o r  t h i s ?  Was t h i s  
your option a s  a teacher? 

A: Yes, r e a l l y  had n o t  t o t a l  uniformity. I th ink  maybe i n  a way t h a t  
was an advantage, i n  t h a t  each one of us s t ruc tured  our M.A.A. Program 
with some supervision,  in such a way t h a t  i t  f i t  our p e r s o n a l i t i t e s .  I 
think my only concern over teaching let ' s  say ,  one c l a s s  of chi ldren  f o r  
th ree  years  is t h a t  I ended up a t  the  end of t h a t  time bowing t h a t  they 
r e a l l y  had been cheated a s  f a r  as t h e i r  sciences were concerned. So I 
got  busy, got  a summer g ran t ,  a National Science Foundation Grant,  went 
over t o  DePaul Universi ty and picked up a s  much science i n  one summer as 
I possibly could. It made me very aware of my shortcomings educationally.  
So I r e a l l y  l a i d  in  and f in i shed  a master 's degree as w e l l ,  because I 
thought t h i s  was e s s e n t i a l .  The thirty-two hours I have beyond the  
master 's have always, are my e f f o r t  a t  trying t o  make up some deficiency.  

Q: Then were you a b l e  t o  incorporate t h i s  science t o  these  p a r t i c u l a r  
chi ldren? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Good. I 

A: Went from the re  t o  Lawrence School where I continued with the  More 
Academically Able. Then when I was going i n t o  administrat ion,  I was 
assigned t o  M r .  Bonafest a t  DuBois School, s t i l l  with the  M.A.A. Program, 
but a s s i s t i n g  him a s  a t ra inee .  

Q: I see. So you were s t i l l  a f u l l  time teacher. 
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A: So I was s t i l l  a f u l l  time teacher,  but  n o t  r e a l l y ,  a s  an a s s i s t a n t  
pr inc ipal .  I had no r e a l  au thor i ty ,  and t h a t ' s  the  way it worked i n  
those days. Then I was appointed p r inc ipa l  a t  Lindsay School. 

Q: Now during your pos t ,  iq  courses t h a t  you took did  you rake adminis t ra t ion?  

A: Yes, some. I took some courses in supemis ion;  I took some courses 
i n  new techniques of teaching which would equip m e  t o  be a b e t t e r  supervisor  
of teachers. 

Q: Why do you th ink t h a t  you wanted t o  go i n t o  administrat ion? 

A: I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t ,  in a way. I had a strong f e e l i n g  f o r  youngsters. I 
r e a l l y  d idn ' t  l i k e  the  image of the  adminis t ra tor ,  and y e t  . . . I don' t  
h o w ,  I thought b a s i c a l l y  t h a t  t h i s  was something t h a t  maybe I w i l l  be 
a b l e  t o  help because the  image I f e l t  was a very remote one. 

Q: Negative. 

A: I r e a l i z e d ,  too, t h a t  it was the  time f o r  women t o  g e t  i n t o  administrat ion.  
I knew t h a t  I always had the  a l t e r n a t i v e  of going back t o  the  classroom 
i f  i t  was something t h a t  I d i d n ' t  r e a l l y  l ike .  I have never got ten  over 
missing kids. 

Q: So you . . . you did always enjoy the  personal contact  with the  
students? 

A: Def in i te ly ,  

Q: It wasn't t h a t  you ever became disenchanted with the  teaching aspect? 

A: No. As a matter  of f a c t ,  when I was t o l d  I was going t o  move down t o  
the  board o f f i c e  and have a d i f f e r e n t  job I c r i ed  f o r  two weeks, and I ' m  
not  a c r i e r .  But a l l  I could th ink of was, "kll, I enjoy playground 
supervision," you know, I enjoyed the  lunchroom, I enjoyed the  l i t t e  
sess ions  with k ids ,  and the  idea t h a t  I was r e a l l y  going t o  s c a r i f i c e  a l l  
of t h i s  was almost more than I could take. 

Q: And you f e l t  t h a t  you had no choice? 

A: True. I d e f i n i t e l y  f e l t  I had no choice. 

Q: A t  t h i s  point .  

A: I th ink  , , , I , . . yes,  I guess I could have sa id  no. And I 
could have s a i d ,  "Yes, I ' l l  go back t o  the  c l a~s room. '~  On t he  o the r  
hand, the  g i f t e d  program has gone through a l o t  of changes over the  
years ,  in t h a t  we can no longer separate the  g i f t e d  chi ldren  i n t o  homogeneous 
classroome. And I f e l t  t h a t  with the  experience I had, I owed i t  t o  the  
g i f t e d  program t o  continue monitoring i t ,  as opposed t o  turning it over 
t o  someone else. And I th ink  I probably had more experience with the  
inservice  t r a i n i n g  of teachers ,  through the  g i f t e d  program. And, I was 
assigned t h i s ,  i t  was a challenge, and again I s t i l l  could go back t o  the  
classroom. 
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Q: Right. But you had the  mixed emotions a t  the  time. 

A: Defini tely.  

Q: Now t h i s  More Academically Able Program, what were the  years  t h a t  
t h i s  was in existence? Do you remember t h a t ?  

A: I ' m  t ry ing t o  remember. Four, e igh t  . . . t h i s  was ended e i g h t  years  
ago and i t  ran f o r  e ight .  

Q: Okay, so it would have ended i n  1968, so it s t a r t e d  about 1960. Did 
you always f e e l  t h a t  t h a t  was a v a l i d  and/or benef i c i a l  kind of way t o  
educate these children? 

A: Yes, I do. I f e l t  t h a t  the  homogeneous grouplng of g i f t e d  youngsters 
n o t  only gave them the  opportunity t o  become accelera ted ,  i t  a l s o  provided 
enrichment experiences f o r  them. 

Q: Right. 

A: And while I can recognize individualized ins t ruc t ion  today, I can see  
how i t ' s  c e n t r a l  'perhaps from many standpoints  t o  have heterogeneous 
groups. The i d e a l  grouping of very a b l e  s tudents  provides tremendous 
oppor tuni t ies ,  no t  only f o r  the  s tudents ,  but the  teachers. 

Q: What about the  o ther  s tudents?  

A: O f  course, t h i s  was one of the  b ig  arguments i n  those days, and my 
counterargument t o  t h i s  is  t h a t  among g i f t e d  youngsters you have perhaps 
a g rea te r  percent of leaders.  Now, i t ' s  no t  a l l  leadership by any means. 
But by homogenously grouping g i f t e d  chi ldren ,  you provided an opportunity 
f o r  leadership and some pos i t ion ,  academic pos i t ion ,  among those average 
young8 t e r  s . 
Q: 1 see. So they would by necess i ty ,  these  o the r s  being taken ou t ,  
would have t o  assume some of t h i s .  

A: Assume a leadership ,  of course. In some respects  it reduced the  
behavior problem, too. Because when the  c l a s s e s  became average, and even 
down t o  the  remedial chi ldren ,  g i f t e d  youngsters a r e  impatient because 
they learn  quickly and i t 's  hard f o r  them t o  understand those youngsters 
who can ' t keep up. 

Q: Right. Now why was t h i s  program disbanded? 

A: The s t a t e  of I l l i n o i s ,  when we r e a l l y  were g e t t i n g  i n t o  the  question 
of segregation,  looked a t  t h i s  and rea l t zed  t h a t  in homogenous grouping 
f o r  ful l- t ime schooling t h a t  we were segregating a group. And t h i s  
r e a l l y  was the  philosphy of the  I l l i n o i s  OSTI a t  t h a t  time. The o f f i c e ,  
t h e  I l l i n o i s  Office of Education was changing. And i t  is permissible 
today, according t o  t h e i r  r u l e s ,  t o  group f o r  c e r t a i n  periods of t h e .  
But they take a very dim view of the  homogenous grouping as we maintained 
i t  then. And t h i s  was our c r i t i c i s m ,  and t h i s  is the  reason we changed. 
I can understand t h e i r  philosophy. 
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Q: What was the  a t t i t u d e  of the  general  school population toward t h i s  
c l a s s  of  "g i f ted  children?" 

A: Almost a l l  t he  time, i t  depended more on the  a t t i t u d e  of the  parent  
than i t  d id  o ther  teachers and the  children.  This is something we had t o  
work very hard with. A s  a matter  of f a c t ,  t he re  . . . teachers  who were 
deal ing with g i f t e d  youngsters were os t rac ized t o  a c e r t a i n  extent .  

Q: By the  teachers? 

A: Along with the  children.  Because I th ink  the re  was a prevalent  
f ee l ing  t h a t  i f  you taught g i f t e d  youngsters,  then you must consider 
yourself g i f t ed .  So you had t o  r e a l l y  build up your r e l a t ionsh ip  with 
f acu l ty  members. Youngsters whose parents  f e l t  t h a t  t h i s  had a s o c i a l  
advaqtage, in "My ch i ld  is  the  in the  M.A.A." type of a t t i t u d e ,  would 
f ind  t h e i r  chi ldren  a t  home and in  the  neighborhood very unpopular. 

Q: The ones in t he  program. 

A: The ones i n  the  program. They too had t o  s o r t  of e s t a b l i s h  t h e i r  
re la t ionships .  I th ink i t  became c l e a r  t o  parents  and chi ldren  when you 
put i t  on the  f a c t  t h a t ,  "You're lucky, you have these  a b i l i t i e s ;  these  
a r e  God-given. So you know, use them t o  advantage, but don' t  f l a u n t  
them." Once they learned t h i s  and t h a t  it was up t o  them t o  get along 
with o ther  people. I th ink then a f t e r  the  f i r s t  four years  the  program 
was accepted, 

Q: Now what about parents  who maybe were disappointed t h a t  t h e i r  chi ldren  
d idn ' t  make i t  i n t o  t h i s ?  

A: In most ins tances  t h i s  was e x p l a h e d  t o  parents ,  W e  did have youngsters 
who couldnl t make i t ,  who were in  the  c lasses .  And t h i s  was somewhat 
hard f o r  parents  t o  take,  but  youngsters s u f f e r  badly when they recognize 
the  f a c t  t h a t  they ' re  no t  measuring up t o  the  rest of the  group. Y e t  
i t ' s  emotionally hard on them and they a c t  ou t ,  o r  something happens t o  
them. And it  is n o t  hard f o r  parents  t o  recognize t h i s  change i n  youngsters 
l i k e  tha t .  In most ins tances ,  they were pe r fec t ly  wi l l ing  t o  have them 
removed. In some cases we would add a ch i ld  on a t r i a l  b a s i s ,  and I 
don't  h o w  t h a t  I always approved of tha t .  Because the  c l a s s  was es tabl i shed.  
It's very hard t o  add o the r s  and hope f o r  t h e i r  making up what they had 
r e a l l y  l o s t .  

Q: What about t h i s ,  t he  competitive aspects  i n  the  c l a s s?  Did you have 
a l o t  of  "I got  a higher grade than you" kind of th ing,  and "Let me see  
what grade you got  on t h i s , "  and t h a t  kind of problem? 

A: No. In most of the  cases,  we r e a l l y  made no emphasis on grades a t  
all. 

Q: You didnl  t give grades,  i.e. , letter grades? 

A: We gave grades, but they were almost a l l  t he  A/B category. 
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Q: I see. 

A :  h d  minimized them. Because a c t u a l l y  what w e  were doing wi th  g i f t e d  
youngsters  was . . . through e x p e r i e n t i a l  l ea rn ing  t h e r e  a r e  c e r t a i n  
th ings  which you can1 t r e a l l y  eva lua te .  

Q: Tha t ' s  t rue .  

A: And, you know, who d id  what b e t t e r .  We really worked a t  a kind of 
s o c i a l  s e r v i c e ,  too. A good example, we were . . . t h e  c l a s s  s tud ied  t h e  
Mary Bryant Home. They were t h e  f i r s t  group of ch i ld ren  t o  go i n  there .  
They had t o  f a c e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e s e  people were handicapped and couldn ' t  
see. So they s t r u c t u r e d  every th ing  they d id  a t  t he  Mary Bryant around 
touching and hearing. So we would do drama and we would tape  it. Each 
c h i l d  would take  someone a t  Mary Bryant t o  be near .  We t ake  refreshments ,  
something t h a t  was d i f f e r e n t  in  t h e  t a s t e  l i n e .  This  s o r t  of thing of 
recognizing the  l i m i t a t i o n s  of o t h e r  people made them aware of t h e i r  own, 
and apprec i a t ing  how o t h e r s  can compensate f o r  shortcomings. This  is  
somethiag we s tud ied .  W e  s t ud ied  enough psychology t o  s e t  up a rat maze, 
my mouse maze, and be i n t o  t h e  r e sea rch  angle ,  of a l l  k inds  of record ing  
of da ta .  Now these  are th ings  t h a t  you r e a l l y  can ' t  measure. 

Q: Right. 

A: And we followed a l o t  of i nd iv idua l  interest wi th  youngsters.  So you 
see ,  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  l i k e  t h a t  grades  a r e n ' t  important.  

Q: Right. How were the  ch i ld ren  s e l e c t e d  f o r  t h i s ?  Was i t  s t r i c t l y  
I.Q.? 

A: No, i t  was r e a l l y  an examination of about f i v e  d i f f e r e n t  th ings .  
Y e s ,  we d i d  cons ider  I .Q. ,  and a t  t h a t  time maybe more emphasis was put  
on it. W e  examined records  t h a t  had t h e  c h i l d  a year  t o  two yea r s  ahead 
of grade placement on an achievement test. It w a s  by t eache r  observat ion.  
And when I say  teacher  observa t ion ,  anyone dea l ing  wi th  t h e  ch i ld .  In 
some i n s t ances ,  i t  was by in te rv iewing  parents .  In  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d e c i s i o n s ,  
matur i ty  of a c h i l d  had a good d e a l  t o  do wi th  the  f i n a l  dec is ion .  

Q: Did you find t h a t  you were a b l e  t o  have what 's  r e f e r r e d  t o  now a s  an 
open classroom type of s i t u a t i o n  wi th  these  ch i ld ren ,  because of t h e i r  
mot iva t iona l  l e v e l ?  

A: Def in i te ly .  

Q: !Chat you d id  n o t  have t o  have a s t r i c t  kind of d i s c i p l i n e ,  an "everybody 
in  t h e i r  s e a t "  type of th ing?  

A: No, no. 

Q: Then t h e  ch i ld ren  were p r e t t y  f r e e  t o  pursue t h e i r  own th ing?  

A: Yes, and I can remember g e t t i n g  i n t o  a l i t t l e  bit of t r o u b l e  over  
t h i s .  Teaching youngsters  l i k e  t h a t  r e a l l y  n o t  confined t o  cogn i t i ve  
learning.  A l o t  of i t  is s o  e f f e c t i v e .  So, we had enough of an open 
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s o r t  of r e l a t ionsh ip  with youngsters t h a t  my point  t o  them is t h a t  I am 
no t  absolute.  I am g u i l t y  of saying something very incorrec t .  And you 
have the  r i g h t  t o  challenge any statement I make. And I would b a i t  them 
when we were beginning t h i s .  So t h a t  i f  they contradicted me, t he  only 
thing I asked is  they be a b l e  t o  l o g i c a l l y  explain why they d id  no t  agree 
with me. This is c e r t a i n l y  remote from . . . t he  t r a d i t i o n a l  classroom, 
the  mote regimented condition. And when these youngsters got through 
with t he  s i x t h  grade, and they went i n t o  a much more t r a d i t i o n a l  middle 
school s i t u a t i o n ,  it became very d i f f i c u l t  f o r  them t o  make the  adjustment. 

Q: So t h i s  was over a s  of s i x t h  grade? It was j u s t  f o r  th ree  years ,  

A: Now many of them could s t a y  together  i n  middle school. There were 
some c lasses  composed of n o t  a hundred percent ,  but with many of the  
g i f t e d  k ids  in them. But the  methodology a t  middle school was considerably 
d i f f e r e n t  than i t  had been. And a f t e r  a l l ,  those youngsters had t o  
a d j u s t  t o  a l l  kinds of s i tua t ions .  

Q: Right. 

A: But , . . I ' m  n o t  so r ry  I crea ted  the  openness. 

Q: Were they tracked a t  a l l  i n  junior  high? And a r e  they a t  t h i s  point  
in time? 

A: No. 

Q: There is no tracking a t  a l l ?  In high school? Not i n  high school 
e i t h e r ?  That is  . . . 
A: No. There a r e  some courses t h a t  a r e  weighted a s  f a r  a s  d i f f e r e n t l y  
is  concerned. 

Q: I see. 

A: The tracking is, is . . . 
Q: Out. Educationally, r i g h t .  

A: This a g a b  gets back t o  . . . t he  segregation idea. And a s  we g e t  
i n t o  desegregation, I th ink  in order t o  maintain r a c i a l  balance i n  c l a s ses ,  
we have t o  consider the  f a c t  t h a t  i t  w i l l  be hetergenously grouped. 

Q: I th ink  t h e r e ' s  no o the r  way. About your open classroom kind of 
d i s c i p l i n e ,  do you th ink t h a t  t h i s  would work with a hetergenous c l a s s ?  

A: Y e s .  

Q: You th ink it can work? So you do bel ieve  i n  . . . 
A: I th ink  an open classroom can work a s  long a s  . . . i f  i t  i s  poss ib le  
t o  convey to  chi ldren  a t  a very e a r l y  age t h a t  they must assume some 
respons ib i l i ty .  I t 's  c ruc ia l .  Because they, as long a s  they can be 
responsible f o r  t h e i r  own ac t ions ,  i t  follows t h a t  they can maintain 
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t h e i r  se l f -cont ro l  t o  follow a program in an open classroom. Open classroom 
does not  imply bedlam a t  a l l .  It does imply learning a t  d i f f e r e n t  r a t e s  
of speed and following interest areas.  And I th ink  i t ' s  grea t .  But i t  
takes much more time and much more planning than a t r a d i t i o n a l  "everybody 
turn t o  page three." 

Q: Right. But what about the  chi ldren  t h a t  everybody always says a r e ,  
you know, no t  motivated, a r e  "d i sc ip l ine  problems" in  t h a t  kind of a 
s i t u a t i o n ?  You know, how would you handle tha t -  kind of a ch i ld?  

A: Okay, now within an open classroom, it is not  implied t h a t  . . . 
t he re  is  no grouping. 

Q: Right. 

A: That's i t ,  everybody doing something d i f f e r e n t .  So I bel ieve  i t ' s  
poss ib le  t o  group those youngsters. I th ink in many ins tances  i t  would 
be w i s e  i f  we would say t o  parents ,  "In t h i s  building the re  is  one classroom 
set up in an open classroom atmosphere, the re  is one very t r a d i t i o n a l ,  
there  is one halfway between the  two." And say, "Which program would you 
prescr ibe  f o r  your own child?" This would be the  i d e a l  thing. And t h i s  
is  one advantage i n  having a school of l imi ted  numbers of grades, because 
i t ' s  much more poss ib le  t o  c rea te  a s i t u a t i o n  when you can give a choice 
t o  children and the  parents.  

Q: Right. The present  s i t u a t i o n  seems t o  be t h a t  i t  depends upon the  
individual  teacher. And i t 's  f o r  . . . 
A: Yes, and the  make-up of the  child.  

Q: Right. And a s  f o r  a s  the  parent  is  concerned, i t ' s  taking potluck, 
in e f f e c t ,  a s  f a r  a s  the  form of d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t ' s  being used o r  the  type 
of classroom s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  the re  is. Is the re  any way t h a t  , . . w e l l ,  
you do foresee  t h a t  may be poss ib le  under a d i f f e r e n t  way of s t ruc tu r ing?  

A: Defini tely.  

Q: You think t h a t  the  " l e s s  academically a b l e  childrentt  a r e  a b l e  t o  
function i n  an open classroom using t h e i r  o w  se l f -d i sc ip l ine  kind of a 
set up? 

A: Yes. Because they l e a r n ,  l e t ' s  say,  a t  a slower r a t e  doesn' t  mean 
t h a t  you can ' t  teach them a kind of independence and a se l f - re l iance .  
Now t rue ,  they need a l i t t l e  more spoon-feeding, but  I s t i l l  feel t h a t  
any s i t u a t i o n  in which we can help  the  ch i ld  become more responsible f o r  
h i s  ac t ions  and f o r  h i s  learning,  we ge t  c lose r  t o  the  more adjusted 
adul t .  I f  we go ahead and t e l l  them the  rest of t h e i r  l i v e s ,  where a r e  
they when we suddenly turn  them loose? I f e e l  t h a t  we're bui ld ing b e t t e r  
people by having them have some expectat ions f o r  themselves, f e e l  i t  most 
s trongly.  

Q: Right. That, though, i s  always the  argument of people who f e e l  t h a t  
the  more t r a d i t i o n a l  is the  b e t t e r  approach. The f a c t  t h a t  some chi ldren  
"are no t  se l f -d isc ip l ined,"  and, g ive  them f r e e  re ign ,  they a r e  going t o  
create havoc rather than learn, if they are given a choice. 
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A: See, a l o t  of t h i s  goes back t o  the  home, too. And t h i s  is ,  i f  the re  
is some cooperation between the  home and the  school,  and the  parents  
recognize the  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  must be put on children.  Now I ' m  no t  
t a lk ing  about superhuman respons ib i l i ty .  I don't  want them t rea ted  any 
way but a t  the  age they a r e ,  and assuming only t h a t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t h a t  
they ' re  capable of assuming. But i f  the  expectation of the  teacher of 
the  school and the  parent  is  the  same, regardless  of their a b i l i t y ,  you 
how, be i t  s t rong o r  weak, t h e y ' l l  progress. & l e s s  they ' re  exceedingly 
lazy. 

End of Tape 


