
PREFACE 

This manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t a p e  recorded in t e rv i ew conduc- 
t e d  by Horace Waggoner f o r  t h e  Ora l  His tory  Off ice  i n  t h e  summer of 
1976. 

Russe l l  Hal l igan  was born i n  Beardstown, I l l i n o i s  on August 22 ,  1900. 
He and h i s  b ro the r  Franc is  have opera ted  grocery and dry goods busi-  
nesses  i n  Beardstown. I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  being a succes s fu l  businessman, 
M r .  Hal l igan  and h i s  b ro the r  pioneered i n  aerodynamic design and 
a i r p l a n e  invent ion .  Thei r  unique a i r c r a f t ,  "the Hal l igan  plane,"  
i s  a v e r t i c a l  r i s i n g ,  hovering and s e l f - s t a b i l i z i n g  machine. For 
over f i f t y  yea r s  t h i s  unusual des ign  has a t t r a c t e d  i n t e r e s t  among 
manufacturers ,  i nven to r s  and t h e  m i l i t a r y .  Pro to types  and models 
of t h e  Hal l igan  p lane  have been exh ib i t ed  a t  f a i r s  and museums 
throughout t h e  United S t a t e s .  

Readers of  t h i s  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  
a t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  
and e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  
t h a t  is  inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  sources .  Sangamon S t a t e  Univ- 
e r s i t y  i s  no t  r e spons ib l e  f o r  t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, 
nor  f o r  views expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t he  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read ,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may n o t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s ,  62708. 
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Russe l l  Hal l igan ,  J u l y  1976, Beardstown, I l l i n o i s .  

Horace Waggoner, In te rv iewer .  

A. Ready t o  go? 

Q. Yes sir.  L e t ' s  s ee ,  l e t ' s  s t a r t  off--when were you born? 

A. It was 1900--August 22, 1900. 

Q. Yes. Where were you born? 

A. Here i n  Beardstown--Beardstown, I l l i n o i s .  

Q. Is t h e  house s t i l l  i n  ex is tence?  

A .  Yes, a t  1101 Eas t  S ix th  S t r e e t .  I was born t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  
where w e  l i v e d  u n t i l  w e  moved ou t  here .  

Q.  1 see .  

A. It was 1900, and I go r i g h t  a long  wi th  t h e  yea r s  . . . 
Q. Yes s ir .  

A .  . . . I ' l l  be seventy-six i n  August t h i s  year .  

Q. I see .  What school  d id  you go t o ?  

A. Well, I went to--it  was t h e  Washington School then ,  r i g h t  ac ros s  
t h e  s t r e e t  from us .  So we was c l o s e  t o  hand the re .  We had a p r e t t y  
n i c e  childhood; i t  was kind of--oh, every th ing  was f r i e n d l y  back i n  
them days. ( laughs)  People--neighbors and everything-- i t  seemed l i k e  
they w a s  kind of c l o s e  toge the r .  And k i d s  i n  t h e  neighborhood, they 
was a l l  a t  home any p l ace  i n  t h e  block. Up and down-they played 
around. 

Q. Do you remember any of your childhood playmates, say when you 
were f i r s t  s t a r t i n g  t o  school? 

A .  Yes, just t h e  k ids  i n  t h e  neighborhood t h e r e .  W e  played around 
toge the r ,  and back and f o r t h  t o  houses t h a t  was open t o  us  ( laughs)  
i n  and o u t .  It was kind of a c l o s e r  p a r t  then,  I be l i eve ,  than  i t  
is  today--or i t  seems l i k e  i t .  

Q. What kind of games d id  you p lay  i n  those  days? 

A. Oh, j u s t  about l i k e  k i d s  today. W e  always played h ide  and tag. 
Then i n  t h e  s p r i n g  we'd ge t  s t a r t e d  out  wi th  marbles; and we'd g e t  
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s t a r t e d  ou t  wi th  marbles; and we'd g e t  a b a l l  of s t r i n g ,  and we'd 
f l y  k i t e s .  When t h e  k i t e  season was over why, we'd make i t  t o  base- 
b a l l  and go i n t o  t h e  b a s e b a l l  season. I n  t h e  summer i t ' d  b e  f i s h i n g ,  
swimming, and p i c n i c s .  

They used t o  have a l o t  of p i c n i c s  i n  them days. The churches used 
t o  always have a p i c n i c  every summer. The Lutherans, they 'd have a 
b i g  p i c n i c  ou t  i n  t h e  country t h e r e  t h e  whole day; and t h e  Methodists ,  
they 'd have a whole day p i cn ic .  ~ h e y ' d  e i t h e r  run  an excursion--they'd 
go on t h e  excursion maybe down t o  Meredosia and back--a whole day, o r  
they used t o  have them ac ros s  t h e  r i v e r  here .  

There used t o  be  a p l ace  over t h e r e  they c a l l e d  t h e  Riverview Park, 
r i g h t  ac ros s  t h e  r i v e r  he re ;  and they used t o  run excursions over  
t h e r e  a t  one time. The r a i l r o a d ,  they 'd  run excursions over t h e r e .  
They'd have r e v i v a l  meetings and d i f f e r e n t  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t  over 
t h e r e  a t  [ t h a t ]  kind of park. 

Q. What kind of  f a c i l i t i e s  d id  they have? 

A .  Oh yes--swings, s t ands  where you could buy i c e  cream and s o d i e  
pop, and t h a t .  When they 'd  have a picnic--church o r  that--they'd 
have games f o r  t h e  kids: horseshoe p i t c h i n g ,  swings, and d i f f e r e n t  
t h ings .  They used t o  run  excursions--different  merchants he re ,  they 'd  
run excursions--they'd j u s t  h i r e  a boat  and have a day o f f  f o r  an 
excursion.  

Q .  Where would you go on a boat  r i d e  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  E i t h e r  go t o  Meredosia o r  up t o  Havana. One t ime we'd go up t o  
Havana, maybe next  year  down t o  Meredosia--spend t h e  day down t h e r e  
and come back. 

Q. What kind of boat  would t h a t  be? 

A .  Oh, they 'd h i r e  l i k e  t h e  Columbia o r  some boat  t h e r e .  I s t i l l  
remember, t h e r e  used t o  be  a Id l ewi ld  . . . . I j u s t  f o r g e t  t h e i r  

'r names . 
Q. Were these  paddle wheelers? 

A .  Yes, they was b i g  paddlers--they was j u s t  r egu la r  excursion boa t s .  

Q. I'm n o t  from t h e  r i v e r ,  I don ' t  know much about them. ( laughter )  

A.  They was excursion boa ts .  They was b i g  boats--the paddle wheelers ,  
steamboats.  Oh, they 'd  have dance f l o o r s  on t h e r e .  You could dance, 
and then  people j u s t  s a t  and watched t h e  river--an ou t ing  j u s t  f o r  
t h e  day. I t ' d  t ake  them maybe a couple hours t o  go down t h e r e .  I 
don ' t  know j u s t  how--they'd j u s t  kind of d r i f t  down and t a k e  i t  easy.  
Then they 'd  g e t  o f f  down t h e r e  and spend t h e  day. Then they 'd g e t  
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on and come back a t  n i g h t .  ( laughs)  

Q. What would you do down a t  Havana o r  one of t h e s e  p l aces  when 
you . . . ? 

A. Well, they 'd j u s t  go around town, o r  they 'd  e a t  t h e i r  d inner  out  
i n  the  park o r  something. They'd j u s t  kind of mosey around. (chuckles) 
Then maybe they 'd  have swings up o r  something they 'd f i x  a l i t t l e  
ahead sometimes. J u s t  kind of a ge t - toge ther .  

It seemed l i k e  everybody i n  them days--like i n  church and that--why 
i t  seemed l i k e  you know'd a l l  t h e  o l d  people,  and I guess t h e  o l d  
people know'd all t h e  k i d s .  (chuckles) So i t  was kind of a c lose-  
ness  t h e r e  t h a t  I guess is  kind of l ack ing  today. Going t o  church 
now, t h e r e ' s  a l o t  of them I don' t  know, and I hard ly  know too  many. 
It seems l i k e  you j u s t  don ' t  ge t  t oge the r  l i k e  i n  them days. 

Q. Have you always belonged t o  t h e  Methodist Church? 

A .  Y e s .  That ' s  where we were ch r i s t ened ,  and ( laughs)  I guess w e ' l l  
g e t  bur ied  t h e r e .  

Q. Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A .  I guess.  We j u s t  go one yea r ,  and noth ing  happens. I t ' s  always 
been Methodist and . . . 
Q. So you sometimes went by t r a i n  and sometimes went by b o a t ,  and 
went t o  o t h e r  p l aces  f o r  p i cn ic s .  Was t h e r e  any o t h e r  p l ace  bes ides  
t he  p l ace  ac ros s  t h e  r i v e r  t h a t  you had p i c n i c s  he re  i n  Beardstown? 

A .  Oh yes .  We used t o  have out  h e r e  what they c a l l e d  Meyer's Grove. 
I t 's  j u s t  about a--oh, you could walk about a h a l f  mi l e  out  t o  t h e  
Chandlerv i l le  road t h e r e .  It was kind of used f o r  a r e g u l a r  p i c n i c  
park the re .  We'd always have p i c n i c s  ou t  there- -d i f fe ren t  churches.  
S ix th  S t r e e t  Lutheran had one, and maybe the  Fourth S t r e e t  and 
Methodist. It was just kind of a p i c n i c  grounds. 

Q.  What kind of f a c i l i t i e s  d id  they have ou t  t h e r e ?  Tables and . . . 
A .  Yes, t a b l e s ,  and they  put  up t e n t s  and stands--sodie pop and i c e  
cream, watermelons i f  they  was in--and people would b r i n g  t h e i r  d inne r s .  
I t ' d  be  a whole-day a f f a i r .  

They'd come i n  wagonloads. Mostly i n  them e a r l y  days,  they was a l l  
ho r se  and buggies  and wagons. Whole family,  they 'd  load up i n  a wagon 
and bring them out t he re .  And [ they 'd  have] t h e i r  d inner  and make 
a day of  i t .  

Q. What d id  they do wi th  t h e  horses  a l l  day? J u s t  l e t  them s tand  
a t  t h e  wagons o r  . . . 
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A. Yes, throw some hay i n  t h e  back [of t h e ]  wagon o r  back of t h e  
buggy, why horses  would s t and  the re .  They'd unhi tch  them, and they 'd 
s tand  t h e r e  and e a t .  They enjoyed i t  too ,  I guess--kind of a day o f f  
f o r  them. ( laughs)  

Q. Did your family have ho r ses  and buggies,  o r  do you remember cars 
r i g h t  o f f ?  

A.  No, we had a horse.  Back i n  t h e  e a r l y  days, my f a t h e r  was a 
v e t e r i n a r i a n .  We had a horse  t h a t  was--oh, I don ' t  know--eight o r  
n ine  yea r s  before  we so ld  him. But Mother, she used t o  hear  "the 
v e t e r i n a r i a n "  . . . . They'd c a l l  him up a l l  hours of t h e  n i g h t .  
They'd want him t o  come out  f o r  s i c k  horses  o r  something. Of course,  
he w a s  working a t  t h e  r a i l r o a d  then ,  bu t  he'd g e t  up and go. Now 
you c a n ' t  hard ly  g e t  a doctor  anytime, bu t  he 'd  ge t  up i n  t h e  middle 
of t h e  n igh t  o r  anytime, w in te r  o r  summer. Lots  of t imes he 'd  go 
up and doctor  a horse .  He'd s t i t c h  him up i f  they 'd been on a barbed 
wire  o r  something, c u t  open o r  t h a t .  

Lots  of t imes he wouldn't  ge t  back t i l l  maybe near  morning. Then 
he 'd  go on t o  work. So Mother, she  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t .  She s a i d  i t ' s  
too  much f o r  him, (chuckles)  bu t  he 'd  do i t  anyway. So . . . 
Q. Handle two jobs? 

A .  Yes. So she  f i n a l l y  . . . . Long as we had t h e  horse  t h e r e ,  
why h e  kept a going. So we f i n a l l y  s o l d  t h e  ho r se  t h e r e .  H e  got 
r i d  of him, and then  he  had t o  s t a y  home--he couldn ' t  go. ( laughs)  

Q.  There was no means t o  go. 

A .  Kind of s t r a igh tened  t h a t  ou t  then .  

Q. Where'd you keep t h e  horse?  

A .  He was i n  t h e  barn.  

Q.  Did you have a barn t h e r e ?  

A .  Oh yes ,  the house and then the barn.  In them days they was ba rns  
a l l  up and down. About every o t h e r  house had barns  and horses .  
There was always two o r  t h r e e  i n  t h e  block anyway, I guess.  People,  
they . . . . We had l o t s  t o  do. We'd t a k e  c a r e  of t h e  horse .  And 
we had chickens i n  t h e  yard--we had t o  t ake  c a r e  of t h e  chickens.  
They w a s  n e a r l y  a l l  pets--they was a l l  tamed, they 'd fol low you 
around. They was kind of . . . 
Q. Kind of hard t o  e a t  t h a t  k ind ,  i s n ' t  i t ?  

A .  Yes. We used t o  . . . . About t h a t  t ime,  you'd g e t  them from 
some p l ace  e l s e ,  ( l augh te r )  It was kind of  hard t o  k i l l  them because 



Russe l l  Hal l igan  5 

i t  seemed l i k e  every day we w a s  kind of making p e t s  ou t  of them. I f  
a s t r a y  dog would mosey i n ,  why he 'd  have a good home t ill  they  run 
him o f f .  

Mother, she  d i d n ' t  want u s  t o  have any dogs. She didn't--she l i k e d  
them, but  then  when she was a g i r l ,  why she had an experience ou t  
home t h e r e .  There was a mad dog went through t h e  country t h e r e ,  and 
he b i t  t h e i r  mules and t h e i r  dogs on t h e  farm when she  was a g i r l ,  
a young g i r l .  She saw what i t  done t o  them, you know. They used t o  
t a l k  about it: t h e  mules went mad, and t h e  dog--they had t o  k i l l  i t .  

She l i k e d  dogs, she  l i k e d  animals;  bu t  she  d i d n ' t  want us  to--she 
d i d n ' t  Like f o r  us  t o  ge t  t oo  c l o s e  t o  them. Otherwise l i k e  horses  
o r  anything else, why s h e  didn't--we had them. 

Q. What kind of buggy d i d  you have? 

A. Well, i t  was j u s t  kind of a open buggy I guess.  

Q. Four-wheel? 

A .  Four-wheel buggy, I b e l i e v e  i t  had a top--seemed l i k e  t h e  top  
was down most of t h e  t i m e .  It w a s  kind of a--seemed l i k e  it had a . . . . 
U s  k i d s ,  we s a t  i n  t h e  back. Seemed l i k e  t h e r e  was a s e a t  i n  t h e  
back. I guess i t  w a s  a rumble s e a t ,  i t  wasn't  j u s t  an  o rd ina ry  
buggy, i t  seemed l i k e  i t  was--I d o n ' t  know what you'd c a l l  it--it 
had kind of a s e a t  i n  t h e  back. We could s e t  t h e r e .  W e  could crowd 
two o r  three-- three could s e t  i n  t h e  f r o n t ,  and two i n  t h e  back. It 
had kind of a top .  I don ' t  know j u s t  what kind you'd c a l l  them--maybe 
i t  w a s  j u s t  a buggy. ( laughs)  

Q.  Y e s  sir.  Did you keep a cow a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A.  No, oh no, we d i d n ' t  have no cows o r  no th ing  l i k e  t h a t .  W e  had 
horses  and chickens,  a few chickens.  There wasn't  too  many, j u s t  
enough for--nearly everybody had them f o r  t h e i r  own eggs and s t u f f .  

Q. Where'd you get your milk? Did somebody b r i n g  i t  t o  t h e  house? 

A .  Yes. I n  them e a r l y  days, why t h e r e  w a s  a milk wagon went through 
t h e  a l l e y .  He'd r i n g  a b e l l ,  and we'd go ou t  wi th  a p i t c h e r .  They'd 
pour out  a qua r t  o r  ha l f  ga l lon  o r  whatever you wanted. He come through 
every day--every morning. He'd have a l i t t l e  d inner  b e l l ,  and he 'd  
r i n g  i t .  

Q.  So you knew i t  was f r e s h  milk,  d i d n ' t  you? 

A .  Yes, we'd go out  and g e t  t he  milk and b r i n g  i t  i n .  

Q. Was t h e r e  anything e l s e  l i k e  t h a t ?  Did you ge t  b u t t e r  t h a t  way, 
o r  d id  you g e t  t h a t  from t h e  s t o r e ?  
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A.  We bought t h a t  mostly from t h e  s t o r e .  W e  used t o  g e t  country 
b u t t e r  too .  Once i n  a whi le ,  an unc le  o r  something would b r i n g  some 
i n .  I f  they 'd  make i t  and happen t o  come i n ,  why we'd ge t  country 
b u t t e r .  The s t o r e s  used t o  c a r r y  a l o t  of country b u t t e r  too .  The 
farmers ,  they 'd b r i n g  i t  i n ,  and you could buy i t  t h e r e .  

Q. O h ,  I see .  

A.  Mostly w e  got  i t  from t h e  s t o r e s  and t h a t .  J u s t  a s  f a r  a s  I know, 
t h e  milk wagon and t h e  i c e  wagon used t o  come around everyday too .  
(chuckles)  You'd f i l l  up t h e  icebox--get a dime's worth of i c e  every- 
day. It was kind of a d i f f e r e n t  l i f e  than  today. We had our  chores  
t o  do; and we'd have t o  g e t  i n .  Af t e r  we got  a b i t  b igge r ,  why we'd 
g e t  t h e  coa l  i n  every night--grate  ca r ry ing  c o a l ,  k ind l ing  and s t u f f .  
So we always had something t o  do--kids was kept  busy. 

Q. When d id  your family ge t  your f i r s t  automobile? 

A. We got  t h a t  i n ,  1 b e l i e v e  i t  was 1915. It was i n  a kind of a 
funny way. We bought t h a t  too,  and c a r s  was j u s t  coming ou t  then .  
Local dea l e r  here--we was i n  t h e  s t o r e  t h e r e .  We de l ive red  by horse  
and wagon then; we was d e l i v e r i n g  by horse  and wagon, and bus iness  
was g e t t i n g  p r e t t y  good. Poor o l d  horse ,  he used t o  g e t  p r e t t y  t i r e d ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  on Saturday n i g h t s .  It w a s  p r e t t y  busy on Saturday--it  
was always kind of  a busy day, and sometimes a t  n i g h t ,  he'd ge t  p r e t t y  
t i r e d .  (chuckles)  

He d i d n ' t  c a r e  much about going through a l o c a l  S h e l l  d e a l e r  he re .  
They had so ld  a couple of t rucks  he re  i n  town--delivery t rucks .  I 
b e l i e v e  they had so ld  two before  t h a t ,  and they  w a s  us ing  them. So 
he s e n t  a f e l low o u t  one day, and he de l ive red  for us.  Saturday was 
a p r e t t y  busy day--we kind of done a l o t  of bus iness  on Saturday--and 
he s e n t  them o u t  t h e r e  on Saturday, and he  de l ive red  f o r  us .  ( laughs)  
Boy, they got them out  r e a l  quick! 

He l i k e d  i t  b e t t e r .  We j u s t  kind of decided t h a t  t h e  t ime had come 
t o  switch over ,  so  we t a lked  it over ,  you know. The d e a l e r  s a i d  he'd 
s e l l  u s  one i f  we'd pay so much down--I don ' t  know what they was i n  
them days, f i v e  hundred o r  s i x  hundred d o l l a r s  o r  something. He s a i d  
we could pay h a l f  and then we'd t r a d e  i t  out-- just  t r a d e  i t  ou t .  So 
i t  w a s  a l l  r i g h t  wi th  me and Frances.  ( laughs)  

My f a t h e r  heard about i t  and s a i d ,  "That 's  a l l  r i g h t ,  you can buy i t .  
Have you got t h e  money t o  pay f o r  i t ? "  We wasn't  too s u r e  whether 
we could j u s t  plunk out  t h e  s i x  hundred d o l l a r s  i n  a whole lump sum 
t h e r e .  I guess we could have. I know he  give us  t h e  advice  then ,  
"Well, you can g e t  i t  i f  you pay f o r  it.'' But he s a i d ,  "Never g e t  
yourse l f  i n  a f i x  where t h e  o t h e r  f e l l ow can t e l l  you what t o  do." 

Q. Oh. 
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A .  H e  s a i d ,  "If you can pay for i t ,  all r i g h t .  But don ' t  ge t  i n  
t h e  p l ace  where t h e  o t h e r  f e l l ow can t e l l  you what t o  do." I mean, 
l i k e  you can g e t  i n  t h e  ho le  where they  can begin t e l l i n g  you--and 
t h a t  s tuck  w i t h  u s ,  we remembered t h a t  b i t  of advice.  (laughs) So 
we got  t h e  money toge the r ,  and we bought i t .  We had enough t o  pay 
f o r  it; so  when we bought i t ,  we pa id  cash f o r  i t .  We never d i d  buy 
a c a r  on time. Tha t ' s  one t h i n g ,  we never borrowed on time. 

Q. What kind of c a r  was t h e  f i r s t  one? 

A .  Well, i t  w a s  a Ford d e l i v e r y  t ruck .  So we bought t h e  t r u c k ,  a 
Ford d e l i v e r y  t r u c k ,  and no t i ced  q u i t e  a d i f f e r e n c e  then .  (chuckles) 
We went down, we pa id  f o r  i t ,  and he drove t h e  c a r  o u t .  He got  i n ,  
and he showed us t h e  pedals  and how t o  t u r n  it on. (laughs) 

Q. O h ,  you d i d n ' t  know how t o  d r i v e  a t  t h a t  po in t ?  

A. No, we d i d n ' t .  W e  hadn ' t  been d r i v i n g  any c a r  up t o  t h a t ,  out-  
s i d e  of what you rode wi th  somebody--you rode i n  o t h e r  c a r s  wi th  them. 
So he showed us how t o  crank i t ,  where t o  t u r n  it on, and how t o  push 
t h e  pedals .  He s a i d ,  "There's your car. ' '  ( l augh te r )  So we cranked 
i t  up, got  i n  and went. That was how we went. 

Q. ( laughs)  That was your t r a i n i n g  then? 

A. Yes, we got  i n  and we went. Well,  we could d r i v e  b i c y c l e s  and 
d i f f e r e n t  t h ings .  We'd had l i t t l e  automobiles--pedals and t h a t  where 
you rode up and down. t h e  sidewalk--but t h a t ' s  t h e  way they l ea rned  
i n  them days. They w a s  fu l l - f ledged  d r i v e r s ,  your own mechanics, 
and everything.  

It was q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  i n  them days too ,  you know--everybody i s  kind 
of f r i e n d l y .  you'd be  o u t  on t h e  road o r  something; and i f  somebody 
would have a f l a t  t i r e ,  why you'd s t o p  and he lp  them--help them pump 
up t h e i r  t i r e .  I f  they d i d n ' t  have a pump, why I ' d  l oan  them one o r  
f i x  i t .  Everybody was kind of f r i e n d l y .  You j u s t  never thought of 
anybody hold ing  you up o r  mugging you o r  anything.  You j u s t  kind of-- 
oh, you were kind of t r u s t i n g .  

Q.  That kind of a t h ing .  

A .  Yes, you kind of could t r u s t  people.  Lots  of t imes we'd be  out  
on the  road and come ac ros s  a f e l low who had a f l a t  t i r e  o r  something. 
Why, you'd s t o p  and he lp  him ge t  i t  going aga in .  If we'd have a f l a t  
tire, why . . . 
Q. Somebody would he lp .  

A .  . . . they would j u s t  come a long  and o f f e r  he lp  and he lp  you ou t .  
It was kind of easygoing. 
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Q. How f a r  d id  you go with t h i s  t ruck?  Did you d e l i v e r  o u t s i d e  of 
town o r  j u s t  i n  town? 

A.  J u s t  i n  town he re .  Roads wasn't  t oo  good then--they was a l l  
d i r t  roads.  We kep t  the  ho r se  f o r  a while;  then  we used both t h e  
c a r  and t ruck ,  t h e  horse  too .  We kept  him f o r  a year  o r  two t h e r e .  

Q. I s e e ,  yes .  

A .  Af te r  we kept  t h a t  . . . . It was a small  t ruck ,  j u s t  a passenger 
c a r  wi th  a t r u c k  body on t h e  back. They took t h e  passenger c a r  o f f  
and put  t h e  t r u c k  body on. Then a couple yea r s  l a t e r  we got a ton  
truck--a d e l i v e r y  t ruck .  

Q. W a s t h a t  a Ford a l s o ?  

A .  Yes, i t  was a Ford. It had s o l i d  t i r e s  i n  t he  back. ( laughs)  

Q, Oh r e a l l y ?  

A .  Yes, j a r r e d  your l i v e s  f o r  you. It was geared down, i t  sounded 
l i k e  he  was t ak ing  of f  i n  a p lane  when you'd go down t h e  s t r e e t .  
The motor was geared wi th  kind of a worm d r i v e  on i t .  

Q. I s e e .  

A .  I got  around b e t t e r  on the--if t h e  roads was muddy o r  sandy, you 
could t ake  ou t  b igger  l oads  i n  i t .  It had a cab on i t  too,  c losed  
i n .  It w a s  a l i t t l e  more modern ve r s ion .  

Q. Where d i d  you ge t  your gaso l ine  f o r  these first t r ucks?  

A .  We c a r r i e d  gaso l ine  and c o a l  o i l  i n  t h e  s t o r e .  

Q. Oh, you d id?  

A .  Oh yes.  People i n  them days, they all had coa l  o i l  l i g h t s ,  and 
a l o t  o f  them had gaso l ine  s toves .  So we used t o  d e l i v e r  coa l  o i l ,  
People would o rde r  i t ,  they  would send t h e i r  cans i n ;  and we'd f i l l  
them and d e l i v e r  them back t o  them. Lot  of people,  they  . . . . 
Well, when we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  up, t h e r e  wasn't  no e l e c t r i c  l i g h t s .  
They j u s t  went ou t  t o  t h e  s t o r e  there--I b e l i e v e  t h a t ' s  a s  f a r  as 
they went. Then from t h e r e  on o u t ,  I be l i eve  i t  was s e v e r a l  yea r s  
before  they  went on ou t .  

Q. Well, they  had t o  use  c o a l  o i l  lamps from t h e r e  on? 

A. Yes. I n  t h e  e a r l y  days t h a t  was a r egu la r  order  every.week. 
We'd have t o  get--they come i n  twenty-four o r  something t o  a case-- 
lamp chimneys. You'd have t o  ge t  two o r  t h r e e  cases  every week f o r  
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people.  ~ h e y ' d  break t h e  lamps--they'd break  a l o t  of them. That 
was j u s t  kind of a s t a p l e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  days t h e r e .  

Q.  Did they have gasol ine  l i g h t s  o r  lamps a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A .  No, they  j u s t  used them s toves .  I don ' t  know of  . . . . They 
had gaso l ine  lamps [ t h a t ]  they  used i n  t h e  c a r n i v a l s  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
days [ t h a t ]  used t o  come here .  They'd have gaso l ine  lamps out  i n  
f r o n t  of  them shows, I be l i eve .  They s a i d  they was gaso l ine ,  bu t  
people d i d n ' t  use  them. Nearly a l l  [was] j u s t  f o r  stoves--coal o i l  
s t oves  o r  gaso l ine  s toves .  

Q. Do you remember anything about your t eache r s  t h e  f i r s t  few yea r s  
of school? 

A .  Well, I don ' t  know, we j u s t  went t o  school .  I remember t h e  f i r s t  
t eacher  I went t o  w a s  a Mrs. Menzie-I remember h e r .  Then 1 b e l i e v e  
t h e  next  one was a Mrs. E l l e r i c h .  The next  one, I be l i eve ,  was a 
Murphy; then,  I be l i eve ,  a Long. I don ' t  know, we j u s t  kind of went 
t o  school .  

Q. Did any of them use a hickory s t i c k  on you? 

A.  No they just--I  guess,  oh, once i n  a whi le  some kind would c u t  
up o r  something. I j u s t  don ' t  remember any outs tanding  roughnecks 
i n  school .  I guess we might have had them, but  t h e  kids--oh, t he re ' d  
be a f i g h t ,  we'd ge t  i n  a f i g h t  every once i n  a while ,  have i t  o u t ,  
and be f r i e n d s  t h e  next  minute. 

Q. Yes sir. 

A .  Get i n t o  something . . . 
Q. Did you go a l l  e i g h t  yea r s  t o  t h e  same school? 

A .  No, no. I j u s t  went fou r  yea r s  ou t  t h e r e  a t  t h e  grade school ,  
and then we went down t o  Cent ra l  School. It was down on Fourth 
S t r e e t .  Then we went out  t o  Lincoln School where 1 graduated out  
of h igh  school .  

Q. I s e e .  

A. Went t o  h igh  school  t h e r e .  Out i n  t h e  h igh  school  t h e r e ,  why 
t h a t  was dur ing  t h e  war years--the four yea r s  we  w a s  i n t o  t h e  war 
[World War I] t h e r e .  They used t o  have programs every week--every 
Friday af te rnoon they 'd have programs. I got  two yea r s  of German 
i n  there--studied German f o r  two yea r s ,  and then they c u t  i t  out  f o r  
t h e  war. They stopped i t  when w e  got  i n t o  t h e  war. They toak  t h a t  
out--they wouldn't  t each  i t  anymore. ( laughs)  

Q.  Well, I ' l l  be  dog-gone. 
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A. So I don ' t  know, I never went i n  much f o r  a t h l e t i c s  l i k e  f o o t b a l l  
or--you got  enough e x e r c i s e  o u t s i d e  of t h a t .  We was p r e t t y  busy--we 
used t o  work i n  t h e  s t o r e  when school  was ou t .  You'd go home, t h e r e  
was always p l en ty  t o  do around t h e  s t o r e  then.  Mornings I ' d  go 
around--I used t o  have t o  t a k e  o r d e r s  i n  them days. A l o t  of people 
d i d n ' t  have te lephones.  

Q.  Oh, I see ,  yes .  

A .  So be fo re  we went t o  school ,  I used t o  go around and t ake  o rde r s  
and . . . 
Q.  And drop t h a t  o f f  a t  school  and someone . . . 
A .  Oh, I ' d  j u s t  drop t h a t  o f f  back a t  t h e  s t o r e .  Then they 'd d e l i v e r  
t o  them . . . 
Q. I ' l l  be dog-gone. 

A .  . . . p ick  them up and d e l i v e r  them. It j u s t  wasn ' t  q u i t e  l i k e  
today. (chuckles)  They j u s t  d i d n ' t  have i t  so  handy. 

Q.  What t ime d i d  you usua l ly  s t a r t  ou t  i n  t h e  morning t o  t ake  t h e  
o r d e r s  l i k e  t h a t ?  

A .  Oh, a l i t t l e  a f t e r  7:00 a.m. People used t o  ge t  up--men n e a r l y  
a l l  went t o  work by seven o ' c lock  i n  them days. Shop w h i s t l e s  would 
blow, and n e a r l y  everybody . . . . We used t o  open up out  t h e r e  
p r e t t y  e a r l y  too ,  sometimes around 6 :00  a.m. We w a s  n e a r l y  always 
t h e r e  by seven o 'c lock .  So we'd start ou t  a l i t t l e  a f ter  7:00 a.m. 
and take them. 

Q .  When d id  your family f i r s t  g e t  an automobile then,  o t h e r  than  
t h e  t rucks?  

A .  We bought a Studebaker i n  1919--it w a s  a passenger ca r .  I n  1919 
we got  i t .  That was a Studebaker Spec ia l  S i x  we go t .  It was a good 
car. 

Q. Do you remember any t r i p s  i n  i t ?  Did you d r i v e  very f a r  i n  i t  
l i k e  Sp r ing f i e ld  o r  . . . ? 

A .  Oh yes.  We'd go over  t o  t h e  f a i r  every y e a r ,  

Q. O h y o u d i d ?  

A. Yes. That w a s  something, every year  they 'd  have t h e  s t a t e  f a i r .  
Why, t h e r e  was d i r t  roads i n  them days. It was a l l  d i r t  from--I don ' t  
know, I b e l i e v e  they concreted them i n  t h e  l a t e  1920's  o r  1930's.  
Most of i t  was a l l  d i r t  roads;  and every yea r  a t  s t a t e  f a i r  week, 
they 'd o i l  them. 
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Q. Oh boy. ( laughs)  

A .  Well, l o t s  of people used t o  h o l l e r ,  b u t  they used t o  have t o  
d r i v e  through t h a t  o i l  o r  make a de tour .  And t h a t ' d  be a job t o  c l ean  
i t  up. You'd come home wi th  o i l  on i t .  

Q. How long d id  i t  t a k e  t o  d r i v e  over  t o  Sp r ing f i e ld?  

A .  Oh,  we could make it i n  an  hour o r  so.  We'd d r i v e  around--you 
could make fo r ty - f ive  o r  f i f t y  mi l e  an hour p r e t t y  easy.  They was 
good t h i s  time of year--in t h e  summer. Of course  i n  t h e  sp r ing ,  
when t h e  f r o s t  would go ou t  from under them, why you was lucky if 
you could go any p l ace .  

I know one n i g h t  we went over  t h e r e  i n  t h e  t ruck ,  and we p r a c t i c a l l y  
f l o a t e d  a l l  t h e  way over.  Elman--Mischa Elman played over t h e r e .  
He w a s  a famous v i o l i n i s t ,  and we wanted t o  go and hear  him. There 
w a s  t h r e e  o r  four  people he re  i n  town, they wanted t o  go. The only 
way we could go--well, we had t h e  t ruck .  It had j u s t  been r a in ing .  
It had been r a i n i n g ,  and t h e  road w a s  j u s t  a l l  kind of s e a  of mud. 
(laugh) We put  some boxes and c h a i r s  i n  t he  back of t h e  t ruck ,  and 
they got  i n  t he re .  ( laughs)  W e  f l o a t e d  over t h e r e .  

Q. ( laughs) Which t ruck  w a s  t h i s ,  t h e  f i r s t  one? 

A .  The f i r s t  one, the f i r s t  l i t t l e  Ford. We f l o a t e d  over t h e r e .  
He played i n  t h e  armory t h e r e ,  and i t  was packed. We had some good 
seats--we happened t o  g e t  i n  e a r l y ,  and we got  some good s e a t s .  The 
th ing  w a s  packed t h e r e .  I remember a f te rwards ,  we f l o a t e d  home aga in .  
( laughs)  We made i t .  We d i d n ' t  pass  a c a r  going, and we d i d n ' t  pass  
a c a r  coming. 

Q. Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A. Yes. A l l  t h e  way over and a l l  the  way back, we d i d n ' t  pass  a 
c a r .  I guess we was t h e  only ones on t h e  road t h a t  n igh t .  We made 
i t - - the  o ld  Ford plugged through. 

Q. I 'll be darned. What was t h e  s t a t e  f a i r  l i k e  i n  those  days? 

A .  It was--well, i t  was h o t  s t u f f ,  I guess you would c a l l  i t ,  f o r  
them days. You used t o  could d r i v e  r i g h t  i n .  

Q. Oh. 

A. When we first went over t h e r e  i n  t h e  c a r ,  we could d r i v e  r i g h t  
i n .  And we could park r i g h t  a long where the  grandstand is  now--leave 
your c a r .  You l e f t  your c a r  s e t  i n  the re .  You could mosey a l l  around. 
I guess t h e r e  wasn't  too many c a r s  yet--I guess i t  was i n  t h e  1919's 
o r  1920's .  It wasn't  too many years  a f t e r  t h a t ,  why you couldn ' t  ge t  
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i n .  They made you park o u t s i d e  and walk i n .  But i n  t h e  e a r l y  days, 
you could d r i v e  r i g h t  i n  and park the re .  They had t h e i r  r a c e s  t h e r e .  
I know t h e  f i r s t  time we went over t h e r e ,  we went over  on t h e  t r a i n .  
I was a p r e t t y  l i t t l e  k i d  then--I wasn't  too b i g ,  bu t  I was going t o  
school .  I know t h a t  w a s  t h e  year  Fa ther  wanted t o  go, and they had 
Dan Patch over t he re .  He was a famous race horse  . . . 
Q. Oh. 

A .  . . . and we went over t o  s e e  Dan Patch.  Then when we came home, 
why we t r i e d  t o  make our  horse  i n t o  a race horse.  ( laughs)  

Q. Well? 

A .  H e  w a s n k  t h e  same q u a l i t y .  ( l augh te r )  He always kind of wanted 
us  t o  s e e  t h e  good s t u f f  though, and I guess i t  helped;  because he 
always s a i d  i f  you s e e  t h e  b e s t ,  why then you can t r y  t o  ge t  up t o  
t h a t .  

Q. Yes s ir .  

A .  So he always kind of wanted us  t o  s e e  t h e  b e t t e r  s t u f f  and t o  
hear  good s t u f f .  Them e a r l y  days, they was . . . . Then every f a l l ,  
we had family ga the r s .  The family i s  kind of c l o s e  toge the r .  My 
grandfa ther  lived with  us  i n  h i s  l a t e r  yea r s .  Af te r  Grandmother 
d ied ,  why he moved in  wi th  us ,  and h i s  unc le  run t h e  farm ou t  t h e r e .  
He moved i n  w i th  us;  he l i v e d  wi th  u s  f o r  q u i t e  a few yea r s .  

Q .  This  is  your mother 's f a t h e r ?  

A. Yes. W e  used t o  go f i s h i n g .  H e  kind of guided us a l o t  and kind 
of always had a p r e t t y  good . . . 
Q. Where d id  he t ake  you f i s h i n g ?  

A .  We used t o  go down to--they c a l l e d  it Meyer's Pond i n  them days. 

Q. Meyer's Pond? 

A.  Yes, i t  was j u s t  a pond down t h e r e .  I t 's  where they  got  t h i s  boat  
p l ace  now--marina they  c a l l  i t .  There used t o  be j u s t  a pond i n  
t h e r e .  We used t o  go swimming and f i sh ing- - there ' s  good f i s h i n g  
down the re .  There 's  a l l  t r e e s  around there--you can s e t  i n  t h e  shade 
and f i s h .  

Q .  What kind of f i s h  d i d  you catch usua l ly?  

A .  Oh, we'd catch--what do you c a l l  them--sunfish and bass  and 
d i f f e r e n t  . . . 
Q. Ca t f i sh?  
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A .  Catfish--I used t o  ca t ch  a l o t  of c a t f i s h .  I don ' t  know, I guess 
we used t o  ca t ch  ca rp  too  i n  there-- just  kind of an assortment .  

Q. What d id  you use  f o r  b a i t  i n  t hose  days? 

A .  J u s t  common o l d  f i s h i n g  worms. 

Q. F i sh ing  worms? 

A. J u s t  a common o ld  f i s h i n g  pole--there wasn't  no fancy s t u f f  t o  
i t .  

Q. No r e e l s  and a l l  t h a t ?  

A .  No, j u s t  f i s h i n g  po le s ,  cork,  and s t r i n g .  Used t o  be a l o t  of 
people; i t  was kind of a busy p l ace .  I n  t h e  win ter t ime they 'd go 
down t h e r e  ska t ing .  That ' s  where t h e r e  used t o  be a ska t ing  p l ace .  
They'd b u i l d  a b o n f i r e  on t h e  bank; and i t ' d  be crowded down t h e r e  
of a night, maybe two o r  t h r e e  hundred people sometimes down there-- 
busy p lace .  

Q. Were you a good i c e  s k a t e r ?  

A. I wasn't--I could s k a t e ,  bu t  I wasn't  no fancy one. ( laughs)  

Q, I see .  

A .  1 j u s t  ska ted .  Some of them used t o  do t h e  fancy work. ~ h e y ' d  
g e t  ou t  and show o f f .  ( laughs)  I was j u s t  conten t  w i t h  ska t ing .  

Q. Did you do any bobsledding i n  t h e  win ter  with t h e  h i l l s  around 
here?  

A .  Yes, w e  had s l e d s .  Mostly we'd t i e  i t  on behind t h e  grocery 
wagon o r  a wagon t h a t  come along haul ing  wheat--they used t o  hau l  
t h e i r  wheat and t h e i r  corn i n t o  town i n  t h e  win te r .  You could always 
go ou t  in t h e  road and get a wagon; and they used t o  l eave  you t i e  
on. ~ h e y ' d  r i d e  a f e w  b locks  and hop o f f .  ( laughs)  You d i d n ' t  have 
t o  be a f r a i d  of c a r s  o r  nothing,  t r a f f i c .  S t r e e t s  and roads,  they 
was a l l  i c y  and snow--they j u s t  l e f t  t h e  snow on them. So t h e r e  was 
good s ledding .  

Q .  I guess you remember t h e  Beardstown f i s h  f r y  i n  those  days? 

A .  Yes, yes. 

Q. What was t h a t  l i k e ?  

A.  Well, they'd start  t h e  n igh t  before--they'd f r y  the  f i s h  down 
t h e r e ,  and then they 'd . . . . Oh, t h a t  was t h e i r  b i g  day. People 
would come i n ,  they 'd s t a r t  coming i n  before  we ever  got  up--I don ' t  


































































































