PREFACE

This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conduc-
ted by Horace Waggoner for the Oral History Office in the summer of
1976.

Russell Halligan was born in Beardstown, Illinois on August 22, 1900.
He and his brother Francis have operated grocery and dry goods busi-
nesses in Beardstown. In addition to being a successful businessman,
Mr. Halligan and his brother pioneered in aerodynamic design and
airplane invention. Their unique aircraft, 'the Halligan plane,"

is a vertical rising, hovering and self-stabilizing machine. For
over f£ifty years this unusual design has attracted interest among
manufacturers, inventors and the military. Prototypes and models

of the Halligan plane have been exhibited at fairs and museums
throughout the United States.

Readers of this oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is
a transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator
and editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style
that is inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State Univ-
ersity is not responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir,
nor for views expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.
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Russell Halligan, July 1976, Beardstown, Illinois.

Horace Waggoner, Interviewer.

A. Ready to go?

Q. Yes sir. Let's see, let's start off-—when were you born?
A. It was 1900~-August 22, 1900.

Q. Yes. Where were you born?

A. Here in Beardstown-—-Beardstown, Illinois.

Q. 1Is the house still in existence?

A. Yes, at 1101 East Sixth Street. I was born there, and that's
where we lived until we moved out here.

Q. I see.
A. It was 1900, and T go right along with the years .

Q. Yes sir.

A. . . . I'll be seventy-six in August this year.

Q. I see. What school did you go to?

A. Well, I went to——it was the Washington School then, right across

the street from us. 5o we was close to hand there. We had a pretty
nice childhood; it was kind of--oh, everything was friendly back in

them days. (laughs) People-—neighbors and everything--it seemed like

they was kind of close together. And kids in the neighborhood, they
was all at home any place in the block. Up and down--they played
around.

Q. Do you remember any of your childhood playmates, say when you
were first starting to school?

A. Yes, just the kids in the neighborhood there. We played around
together, and back and forth to houses that was open to us (laughs)
in and out. It was kind of a closer part then, I believe, than it

is today--or it seems like it.

Q. What kind of games did you play in those days?

A. Oh, just about like kids today. We always played hide and tag.
Then in the spring we'd get started out with marbles; and we'd get
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started out with marbles; and we'd get a ball of string, and we'd
fly kites., When the kite season was over why, we'd make it to base-
ball and go into the baseball season. In the summer it'd be fishing,
swimming, and picnics.

They used to have a lot of picnics in them days. The churches used

to always have a picnic every summer. The Lutherans, they'd have a

big picnic out in the country there the whole day; and the Methodists,
they'd have a whole day picnic. They'd either run an excursion--they'd
go on the excursion maybe down to Meredosia and back--a whole day, or
they used to have them across the river here.

There used to be a place over there they called the Riverview Park,
right across the river here; and they used to run excursions over
there at one time. The railroad, they'd run excursions over there.
They'd have revival meetings and different things like that over
there at [that] kind of park.

Q. What kind of facilities did they have?

A. Oh yes--swings, stands where you could buy ice cream and sodie
pop, and that. When they'd have a pienic——church or that--they'd
have games for the kids: horseshoe pitching, swings, and different
things. They used to run excursions--different merchants here, they'd
run excursions—-they'd just hire a boat and have a day off for an
excursion.

Q. Where would you go on a boat ride like that?

A. Either go to Meredosia or up to Havana. One time we'd go up to
. Havana, maybe next year down to Meredosia-—spend the day down there
and come back.

Q. What kind of boat would that be?

A. Oh, they'd hire like the Columbia or some boat there. I still
remember, there used to be a Idlewild . . . . I just forget their
names.

Q. Were these paddle wheelers?
A. Yes, they was big paddlers-~they was just regular excursion boats.
Q. I'm not from the river, I don't know much about them. (laughter)

A. They was excursion boats. They was big boats--the paddle wheelers,
steamboats. Oh, they'd have dance floors on there. You could dance,
and then people just sat and watched the river--an outing just for

the day. It'd take them maybe a couple hours to go down there. I
don't know just how--they'd just kind of drift down and take it easy.
Then they'd get off down there and spend the day. Then they'd get
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on and come back at night. (laughs)

Q. What would you do down at Havana or one of these places when
you . . .. 12

A. Well, they'd just go around town, or they'd eat their dinner out

in the park or something. They'd just kind of mosey around. (chuckles)
Then maybe they'd have swings up or something they'd fix a little

ahead sometimes. Just kind of a get-together.

It seemed like everybody in them days—-like in church and that--why
it seemed like you know'd all the old people, and I guess the old
people know'd all the kids. (chuckles) So it was kind of a close-
ness there that I guess is kind of lacking today. Going to church
now, there's a lot of them I don't know, and I hardly know too many.
It seems like you just don't get together like in them days.

Q. Have you always belonged to the Methodist Church?

A. Yes. That's where we were christened, and (laughs) I guess we'll
get buried there.

Q. Oh, is that right?

A, T guess. We just go one year, and nothing happens. TIt's always
been Methodist and . . .

Q. So you sometimes went by train and sometimes went by boat, and
went to other places for picnics. Was there any other place besides
the place across the river that you had picnics here in Beardstown?

A. Oh yes. We used to have out here what they called Meyer's Grove.
It's just about a--oh, you could walk about a half mile out to the
Chandlerville rvoad there. It was kind of used for a regular picnic
park there. We'd always have picnics out there--different churches.
Sixth Street Lutheran had one, and maybe the Fourth Street and
Methodist. It was just kind of a picnic grounds.

Q. What kind of facilities did they have out there? Tables and . . .

A. Yes, tables, and they put up tents and stands——sodie pop and ice
cream, watermelons if they was in--and people would bring their dinners.
It'd be a whole-day affair.

They'd come in wagonloads. Mostly in them early days, they was all
horse and buggies and wagons. Whole family, they'd load up in a wagon
and bring them out there. And [they'd have] their dinner and make

a day of it.

Q. What did they do with the horses all day? Just let them stand
at the wagons or . . .
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A, Yes, throw some hay in the back [of the] wagon or back of the
buggy, why horses would stand there. They'd unhitch them, and they'd
stand there and eat. They enjoyed it too, I guess—-kind of a day off
for them. (laughs)

Q. Did your family have horses and buggies, or do you remember cars
right off?

A. No, we had a horse. Back in the early days, my father was a
veterinarian. We had a horse that was——oh, I don't know-—eight or
nine years before we sold him. But Mother, she used to hear "the
veterinarian" . . . . They'd call him up all hours of the night.
They'd want him to come out for sick horses or something. Of course,
he was working at the railroad then, but he'd get up and go. Now
you can't hardly get a doctor anytime, but he'd get up in the middle
of the night or anytime, winter or summer. Lots of times he'd go

up and doctor a horse. He'd stitch him up if they'd been on a barbed
wire or something, cut open or that.

Lots of times he wouldn't get back till maybe near morming. Then
he'd go on to work. So Mother, she didn't like it. She said it's
too much for him, (chuckles) but he'd do it anyway. So . .

Q. Handle two jobs?

A. Yes. 8o she finally . . . . Long as we had the horse there,
why he kept 2 going. So we finally sold the horse there. He got
rid of him, and then he had to stay home--he couldn't go. (laughs)
Q. There was no means to go.

A. [Kind of straightened that out then.

Q. Where'd you keep the horse?

A. He was in the barn.

Q. Did you have a barn there?

A. Oh yes, the house and then the barn. TIn them days they was barns
all up and down. About every other house had barns and horses.
There was-always two or three in the block anyway, I guess. People,
they . . . . We had lots to do. We'd take care of the horse. And
we had chickens in the yard--we had to take care of the chickens.
They was nearly all pets—-they was all tamed, they'd follow you
around. They was kind of . . .

Q. Kind of hard to eat that kind, isn't it?

A. Yes. We used to . . . . About that time, you'd get them from
some place else. (laughter) It was kind of hard to kill them because
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it seemed like every day we was kind of making pets out of them. TIf
a stray dog would mosey in, why he'd have a good home till they run
him off.

Mother, she didn't want us to have any dogs. She didn't-—she liked
them, but then when she was a girl, why she had an experience out
home there. There was a mad dog went through the country there, and
he bit their mules and their dogs on the farm when.she was a girl,

a young girl. She saw what it done to them, you know. They used to
talk about it: the mules went mad, and the dog—-they had to kill it.

She liked dogs, she liked animals; but she didn't want us to--she
didn't like for us to get too close to them. Otherwise like horses
or anything else, why she didn't--we had them.

Q. What kind of buggy did you have?
A. Well, it was just kind of a open buggy I guess.
Q. TFour-wheel?

A. TFour-wheel buggy. 1T believe it had a top——seemed like the top

was down most of the time. It was kind of a——seemed like it had a . .
Us kids, we sat in the back. Seemed like there was a seat in the
back. T guess it was a rumble seat, it wasn't just an ordinary

buggy, it seemed like it was--1 don't know what you'd call it—--it

had kind of a seat in the back. We could set there. We could crowd
two or three--three could set in the front, and two in the back. It
had kind of a top. T don't know just what kind you'd call them——maybe
it was just a buggy. (laughs)

Q. Yes sir. Did you keep a cow at that time?

A. No, oh no, we didn't have no cows or nothing like that. We had
horses and chickens, a few chickens. There wasn't too many, just
enough for--nearly everybody had them for their own eggs and stuff.
Q. Where'd you get your -milk? Did somebody bring it to the house?
A, Yes. In them early days, why there was a milk wagon went through
the alley. He'd ring a bell, and we'd go out with a pitcher. They'd
pour out a quart or half gallon or whatever you wanted. He come through
every day-——every morning. He'd have a little dinner bell, and he'd
ring it.

Q. So you knew it was fresh milk, didn't you?

A. Yes, we'd go out and get the milk and bring it in.

Q. Was there anything else like that? Did you get butter that way,
or did you get that from the store?
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A. We bought that mostly from the store. We used to get. country
butter too. Once in a while, an uncle or something would bring some
in. If they'd make it and happen to come in, why we'd get country
butter. The stores used to carry a lot of country butter too. The
farmers, they'd bring it im, and you could buy it there.

Q. Oh, I see.

A, Mostly we got it from the stores and that. Just as far as I know,
the milk wagon and the ice wagon used to come around everyday too.
(chuckles) You'd fill up the icebox--get a dime's worth of ice every-
day. It was kind of a different life than today. We had our chores
to do; and we'd have to get in. After we got a bit bigger, why we'd
get the coal in every night--grate carrying coal, kindling and stuff.
So we always had something to do--kids was kept busy.

Q. When did your family get your first automobile?

A. We got that in, I believe it was 1915. It was in a kind of a
funny way. We bought that too, and cars was just coming out then.
Local dealer here—we was in the store there. We delivered by horse
and wagon then; we was delivering by horse and wagon, and business

was getting pretty good. Poor old horse, he used to get pretty tired,
especially on Saturday nights. It was pretty busy on Saturday—-it

was always kind of a busy day, and sometimes at night, he'd get pretty
tired. (chuckles)

He didn't care much about going through a local Shell dealer here.
They had sold a couple of trucks here in town--delivery trucks. I
believe they had sold two before that, and they was using them. So
he sent a fellow out one day, and he delivered. for us. Saturday was
a pretty busy day--we kind of done a lot of business on Saturday--and
he sent them out there on Saturday, and he delivered for us. (laughs)
Boy, they got them out real quick!

He liked it better. We just kind of decided that the time had come
to switch over, so we talked it over, you know. The dealer said he'd
sell us one if we'd pay so much down--I don't know what they was in
them days, five hundred or six hundred dollars or something. He said
we could pay half and then we'd trade it out——just trade it out. So
it was all right with me and Frances. (laughs)

My father heard about it and said, "That's all right, you can buy it.
Have you got the money to pay for it?" We wasn't too sure whether
we could just plunk out the six hundred dollars in a whole lump sum
there. T guess we could have.- I know he give us the advice then,
"Well, you can get it if you pay for it." But he said, "Never get
yourself in a fix where the other fellow can tell you what to do."

Q. Oh.
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A. He said, "If you can pay for it, all right. But don't get in
the place where the other fellow can tell you what to do." T mean,
like you can get in the hole where they can begin telling you-—-and
that stuck with us, we remembered that bit of advice. (laughs) So
we got the money together, and we bought it. ‘We had enough to pay
for it; so when we bought it, we paid cash for it. We never did buy
a car on time. That's one thing, we never borrowed on time.

Q. What kind of car was the first one?

A. Well, it was a Ford delivery truck. So we bought the truck, a
Ford delivery truck, and noticed quite a difference then. (chuckles)
We went down, we paid for it, and he drove the car out. He got in,
and he showed us the pedals and how to turn it on. (laughs)

Q. Oh, you didn't know how to drive at that point?

A. No, we didn't. We hadn't been driving any car up to that, out-
side of what you rode with somebody—-you rode in other cars with them.
So he showed us how to crank it, where to turn it on, and how to push
the pedals. He said, "There's your car." (laughter) So we cranked
it up, got in and went. That was how we went.

Q.. (laughs) That was your training then?

A. Yes, we got in and we went. Well, we could drive bicycles and
different things. We'd had little automobiles--pedals and that where
you rode up and down the sidewalk--but that's the way they learned

in them days. They was full-fledged drivers, your own mechanics,

and everything.

It was quite different in them days too, you know--everybody is kind
of friendly. You'd be out on the road or something; and if somebody
would have a flat tire, why you'd stop and help them--help them pump
up their tire. If they didn't have a pump, why I'd loan them one or
fix it. Everybody was kind of friendly. <You just mnever thought of
anybody holding you up or mugging you or anything. You just kind of--
oh, vou were kind of trusting.

Q. That kind of a thing.

A. Yes, you kind of could trust people. Lots of times we'd be out
on the road and come across a fellow who had a flat tire or something.
Why, you'd stop and help him get it going again. If we'd have a flat
tire, why . . .

Q. Somebody would help.

A. ., . . they would just come along and offer help and help you out.
It was kind of easygoing.
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Q. How far did you go with this truck? Did you deliver outside of
town or just in town?

A. Just in town here. Roads wasn't too good then——they was all
dirt roads. We kept the horse for a while; then we used both the
car and truck, the horse too. We kept him for a year or two there.

Q. I see, yves.

A. After we kept that . . . . It was a small truck, just a passenger
car with a truck body on the back. They took the passenger car off
and put the truck body on. Then a couple years later we got a ton
truck——a delivery truck.

Q. Was that a Ford also?
A. Yes, it .was a Ford. It had solid tires in the back. (laughs)
Q. Oh really?

A. Yes, jarred your lives for you. It was geared down, it sounded
like he was taking off in a plane when you'd go down the street.
The motor was geared with kind of a worm drive on it.

Q. 1 see.

A. T got around better on the-—-if the roads was muddy or sandy, you
could take out bigger loads in it. It had a cab on it too, closed
in. It was a little more modern version.

Q. Where did you get your gasoline for these first trucks?
A, We carried gasoline and cocal oil in the store.
Q. Oh, you did?

A, Oh yes. People in them days, they all had coal oil lights, and
a lot of them had gasoline stoves. 5o we used to deliver coal oil.
People would order it, they would send their cans inj and we'd fill
them and deliver them back to them. Lot of people, they . . . .
Well, when we first started up, there wasn't no electric lights.
They just went out to the store there~~I1 believe that's as far as
they went. Then from there on out, I believe it was several years
before they went on out.

Q. Well, they had to use coal o0il lamps from there on?
A, Yes. In the early days that was a regular order every week.

We'd have to get--they come in twenty-four or something to a case--
lamp chimmeys. You'd have to get two or three cases every week for
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people. They'd break the lamps~-they'd break a lot of them. That
was just kind of a staple article in the early days there.

Q. Did they have gasoline lights or lamps at that time?

A. No, they just used them stoves. I don't know of . . . . They
had gasoline lamps [that] they used in the carnivals in the early
days [that] used to come here. They'd have gasoline lamps out in
front of them shows, I believe. They said they was gasoline, but
people didn't use them. Nearly all [was] just for stoves——coal oil
stoves or gasoline stoves.

Q. Do you remember anything about your teachers the first few years
of school?

A, Well, I don't know, we just went to school. I remember the first
teacher I went to was a Mrs. Menzie~~I remember her. Then I believe
the next one was a Mrs. Ellerich. The next one, I believe, was a
Murphy; then, I believe, a Long. I don't know, we just kind of went
to school.

Q. Did any of them use a hickory stick on you?

A. No they just——1 guess, oh, once in a while some kind would cut

up or something. T just don't remember any outstanding roughnecks

in school. I guess we might have had them, but the kids--oh, there'd
be a fight, we'd get in a fight every once in a while, have it out,
and be friends the next minute.

Q. Yes sir.
A. Get into something . . .
Q. Did you go all eight years to the same school?

A, No, no. T just went four years out there at the grade school,
and then we went down to Central School. It was down on Fourth
Street. Then we went out to Lincoln School where I graduated out
of high school.

Q. T see.

A. Went to high school there. Out in the high school there, why
that was during the war years——-the four years we was into the war
[World War I] there. They used to have programs every week—--every
Friday afternoon they'd have programs. I got two yvears of German

in there—-studied German for two years, and then they cut it out for
the war. They stopped it when we got into the war. They took that
out--they wouldn't teach it anymore. (laughs) :

Q. Well, I'll be dog-gone.
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A. So I don't know, I never went in much for athletics like football
or-—-you got enough exercise outside of that. We was pretty busy--we
used to work in the store when school was out. You'd go home, there
was always plenty to do around the store then. Mornings I'd go
around--I used to have to take orders in them days. A lot of people
didn't have telephones.

Q. Oh, I see, yes.

A. So before we went to school, I used to go around and take orders
and . . .

Q. And drop that off at school and someone . . .

A. Oh, I'd just drop that off back at the store. Then they'd deliver
to them . . .

Q. 1I'll be dog-gone.

A. . . . pick them up and deliver them. Tt just wasn't quite like
today. (chuckles) They just didn't have it so handy.

Q. What time did you usually start out in the morning to take the
orders like that?

A. 0Oh, a little after 7:00 a.m. People used to get up——men nearly
all went to work by seven o'clock in them days. Shop whistles would
blow, and nearly everybody . . . . We used to open up out there
pretty early too, sometimes around 6:00 a.m. We was nearly always
there by seven o'clock. So we'd start out a little after 7:00 a.m.
and take them.

Q. When did your family first get an automobile then, other than
the trucks?

A. We bought a Studebaker in 1919--it was a passenger car. In 1919
we got it. That was a Studebaker Special Six we got. It was a good
car.

Q. Do you remember any trips in it? Did you drive very far in it
like Springfield or . . . ?

A. Oh yes. We'd go over to the fair every year.
Q. Oh you did?

A. Yes. That was something, every year they'd have the state fair.
Why, there was dirt roads in them days. It was all dirt from--I don't
know, I believe they concreted them in the late 1920's or 1930's.

Most of it was all dirt roads; and every vear at state fair week,
they'd oil them.
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Q. Oh boy. (laughs)

A. Well, lots of people used to holler, but they used to have to
drive through that oil or make a detour. And that'd be a job to clean
it up.. You'd come home with oil en it.

Q. How long did it take to drive over to Springfield?

A. Oh, we could make it in an hour or so. We'd drive around--you
could make forty-five or fifty mile an hour pretty easy. They was
good this time of year--in the summer. Of course in the spring,
when the frost would go out from under them, why you was lucky if
you could go any place.

I know one night we went over there in the truck, and we practically
floated all the way over. Elman—-Mischa Elman played over there.

He was a famous violinist, and we wanted to go and hear him. There
was three or four people here in town, they wanted to go. The only
way we could go—-well, we had the truck. It had just been raining.
It had been raining, and the road was just all kind of sea of mud.
(1augh) We put some boxes and chairs in the back of the truck, and
they got in there. (laughs) We floated over there.

Q. (laughs) Which truck was this, the first one?

A. The first one, the first little Ford. We floated over there.

He played in the armory there, and it was packed. We had some good
seats—-we happened to get in early, and we got some good seats. The
thing was packed there. I remember afterwards, we floated home again.
(laughs) We made it. We didn't pass a car going, and we didn't pass
a car coming.

Q. Oh, is that right?

A. Yes. All the way over .and all the way back, we didn't pass a
car. 1 guess we was the only ones on the road that night. We made
it~-the old Ford plugged through.

Q. 1I'll be darned. What was the state fair like in those days?

A. It was——well, it was hot stuff, I guess you would call it, for
them days. You used to could drive right in.

Q. Oh.

A. When we first went over there in the car, we could drive right

in. And we could park right along where the grandstand is now-—leave
your car. You left your car set in there. You could mosey all around.
I guess there wasn't too many cars yet—-I1 guess it was in the 1919's
or 1920's. It wasn't too many years after that, why you couldn't get
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in. They made you park outside and walk in. But in the early days,
you could drive right in and park there. They had their races there.
I know the first time we went over there, we went over on the train.
I was a pretty little kid then--I wasn't too big, but I was going to
school. 1 know that was the year Father wanted to go, and they had
Dan Patch over there. He was a famous race horse .

QI Oh‘

A, . . . and we went over to see Dan Patch. Then when we came home,
why we tried to make our horse into a race horse. (laughs)

Q. Well?

A, He wasn't the same quality. (laughter) He always kind of wanted
us to see the good stuff though, and I guess it helped; because he
always said if you see the best, why then you can try to get up to
that.

Q. Yes sgir.

A. So he always kind of wanted us to see the better stuff and to
hear good stuff. Them early days, they was . . . . Then every fall,
we had family gathers. The family is kind of close together. My
grandfather lived with us in his ldter years. After Grandmother
died, why he moved in with us, and his uncle run-:the farm out there.
He moved in with us; he lived with us for quite a few years.

Q. This is your mother's father?

A. Yes. We used to go fishing. He kind of guided us a lot and kind
of always had a pretty good .

Q. Where did he take you fishing?

A. We used to go down to——they called it Meyer's Pond in them days.
Q. Meyer's Pond?

A. Yes, it was just a pond down there. Tt's where they got this boat
place now——marina they call it. There used to be just a pond in
there. We used to go swimming and fishing-~-there's good fishing

down there. There's all trees around there-—you can set in the shade
and fish.

Q. What kind of fish did you catch usually?

A. Oh, we'd catch—-—what do you call them~--sunfish and bass and
different .

Q. Catfish?
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A. Catfish—1I used to catch a lot of catfish. I don't know, I guess
we used to catch carp too in there-—just kind of an assortment.

Q. What did you use for bait in those days?

A. Just common old fishing worms.

Q. Fishing worms?

A. Just a common old fishing pole--there wasn't no fancy stuff to
it’

Q. No reels and all that?

A. No, just fishing poles, cork, and string. Used to be a lot of
people; it was kind of a busy place. In the wintertime they'd go
down there skating. That's where there used to be a skating place.
They'd build a bonfire on the bank; and it'd be crowded down there

of a night, maybe two or three hundred people sometimes down there——
busy place.

Q. Were you a good ice skater?
A, I wasn't—I1 could skate, but I wasn't no fancy one. (laughs)
Q. I see.

A, T just skated. Some of them used to do the fancy work. They'd
get out and show off, (laughs) T was just content with skating.

Q. Did you do any bobsledding in the winter with the hills around
here?

A. Yes, we had sleds. Mostly we'd tie it on behind the grocery
wagon or a wagon that come along hauling wheat—--they used to haul
their wheat and their corn into town in the winter. You could always
go out in the road and get a wagon; and they used to leave you tie
on. They'd ride a few blocks and hop off. (laughs) You didn't have
to be afraid of cars or nothing, traffic. Streets and roads, they
was all icy and snow--they just left the smow on them. 80 there was
good sledding.

Q. I guess you remember the Beardstown fish fry in those days?
A, Yes, yves. |

Q. What was that like?

A. Well, they'd start the night before--they'd fry the fish down

there, and then they'd . . . . Oh, that was their big day. People
would come in, they'd start coming in before we ever got up—--I don't




















































































































































