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PREFACE

This manuseript is the product of a tape recorded interview conducted
by Horace Waggoner for the Oral History Office in the summer of 1976.

Francis Halligen was born in Beardstown, Illinois on December 18, 1894,

"He and his brother, Russell, have operated grocery and dry goods businesses
in Jacksonville. A graduate of the Illinois College Conservatory of Music,
Francis Halligan has supplemented his income by teaching music.

TIn addition to being a successful businessman and an accomplished pianist,
Mr. Halligan and his brother ploneered in aerodynamic design and airplane
invention. Thelr unique aircraft, "the Halligan plane," is a vertical
rising, hovering and self-stabilizing machine. For over fifty years this
unusual design has attracted interest among manufacturers, inventors and
the military. Prototypes and models of the Halligan plane have been
exhibited at fairs and museums throughout the United States.

Readers of this oral history memolr should bear in mind that it is a
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
“inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views expressed
therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole ¢r in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.



Halllgan, Francis, June to July 1976, Jacksonville, Illinols.
Horace Waggoner, Interviewer.

Q. I would like to consider a little bit of famlly background and start
with chlldhood memories and on into schooldays perhaps, and then we'll

gett on up. Perhaps this first session we could maybe stick to that and
the next session we can get into the aviation part of it. Does that sound
like a good move to make?

A. Yes, it's all right. You Just want kind of a family history. I think
you mentioned once that I should start out [about] what our name was. You
mentioned, I believe last week you sald that [inaudible] . . .

Q. Yes, we could do that now. Before we do that [let's see ifl] we've got your
voice on tape. Iet's Just see how we sound. Okay where were you born, sir?

A. I was born here in Beardstown, Illinois. I was born on Decenber 18, 1894,
back in what they called the Gay 90's, (laughter) before the turn of the
century, and my father—I'm half English and half German--my father, he

was born and raised in the c¢ity of Liverpool, England, and on my mother's
side, the German, my grandfather——he came from Hess-Darmstadt, down on the
Ehine River in CGermany, and my grandmother came from a place called Baden-
Baden in Germany. So whenever people ask us what we are why we have to say
we're half English and half German.

Q. Yes sir. When did your father come to Beardstown?

A. T think he come shortly before 1890. I don't know just the year he
cane.

Q. What was his occupation?
A, He ran back and forth on the Atlantic for several years.
Q. Oh, he did.

A. As a young man he'd run in and out of Liverpool. I remenber him telling [about]
his work on the White Star line for a long time; ran into Montreal and

Quebec, Canada. And then in later years he worked for the Lampert and Polk

line, and they run into Philadelphla. Now the last time he came over, he

came over on the big ship—at that time was called the Great Majestic—and

he was in charge of a whole shipload of these--like Anheusher Busch--and they

had these parade horses. They called them--I forget what they called them.

Q. The draft horses? Pércherons?

A. Percherons, or something like that, great big draft horses. He was in
charge of those; he brought them over. Then he came to Chicago and then
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drifted down to Beardstown. I guess he had relation here or something,
I don't know how he—-we never thought to ask him how he got down to
Beardstown, but he got down here and then he met my mother; she was a
German girl, Henrietta Merz, and they got married,and so that was the
beginning of our family.

Q. How did she happen to come to Beardstown? Was it with her family?

A. She was born here, out in the country, but my grandfather--her father
and mother both came from Germany. But she was born in:cthis country. They
lived on a farm about two miles out of town and she came to school in town.
She went to school for a while in the same hall where Abraham Lincoln held
the famous Armstrong murder trdial.

Q. Oh, is that right?

A. They were building a school at that time--short on schools—so, I remem-
ber her mentioning that she:went to school the same place where Abraham Lin-
coln held that famous trial. It's still here in the museum. So, after we
were born why we attended public schools. We went through school. Started
in—-I guess I started about 1900, the turn of the century-—and we went on
through grade school and all four years through high school.

Q. Right here in Beardstown?

A. Here in Beardstown. And we were studying music most of that time. We
started in pretty young. My folks started me in on the piano and my sister
on violin. So we studied music all while we went through school, and then
we started into Illinois College Conservatory of Music while we were still
in high school and then we went four or five years until we got out of
there. We all three went through there.

Q. Where is that conservatory?

A. That was in Jacksonville at that time; Jacksonville, Illinois. We played
in many recitals, college recitals, and then we had private concerts and
recitals of our own. In the-early days of radio, we played over radio.
[There] were two or three different Springfield stations at that time, and
from Quiney. We never played over a national hook-ups from New York or any
place like that, but it was mostly all local stations. And we_had some
experience in that and then in later years we was on Springfield television
once, 50 we've been in all the media, you might as well say. We've been in
the newspaper, I guess thousands of times. Recitals and airplanes and every-
thing like that. So we've got a pretty interesting life.

Q. What dild your father do in Beardstown?

A, Well, he was a licensed veterinary surgeon from England when he came
over here. He went through schools in England and then they sent him to a
college 1n Dublin, Ireland. They call them a finishing school over there.
So, I suppose that's where he was a studying veterinary medicine. He was
licensed—he was ligensed by the State of Illinois to practice over here——
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but he was just a young fellow and the raillroad here was a booming thing

at that time. Thls was a division point of the Burlington CB & Q--that

was a superintendent and all of them. They was from here clean to southern
I1linols and down to St. Louis. So he got interested in railroads, so he got
a job and was working for the railroad.

Q. What type work was he dolng for the rallroad?

A. T think he was a boilerworks engineer. They used a lot of water. They
was all steam locomotives at that time and they had a pumping plant here
and he ran these big steam englnes; the Worthington steam engines. Then
later:they got him to be City Water Works Englneer for the city at the Water
Works and he was there for several years. It was on the same type of work.
They had two big Worthimgton pump engines there, and that's where I got

some engineering ability. I used to spend my summer's up there.

Q. Ch, is that right?

A. And they had a water tower there, it was one hundred and twenty feet
high. [It was] sixty feet of brick and then from there on up it was a steel
tank. And I got so I could pretty near play a tune on those big steam pumps.
They had a register there and at one hundred twenty pounds the water went
over the top of the water tower. So, 1'd get out there early and I'd time
myself, time it, and I'd watch that meter and when it was twelve o'clock—
they had a big whistle here in Beardstown at that time, a shop whistle, you
could hear 1t ten or fifteen miles away on certaln days-——and they'd blow
that at twelve o'clock and all the shop men would go home.

@. Yes sir.

A. And a lot of them would all stream by that water tower there, and the
wind was usually blowing in the right direction, so I made it a point to
have that water tower overflow when them men always came by and many a time
I gave them a good shower. (laughs)

Q. I'll.be darned. (laughs)

A. I'd stand there and regulate that lever until T could just play a tune
on it, pretty near. And at twleve olclock when that whistle blew, why I
had her up to a hundred and twenty and when they came by there, well, I done
that every day. 8o I got a lot of engineering experience there as a kid.

I was just down in grades then. Later on then he went back to the railroad
and he worked there and he was plamning on starting up some business, but

he worked there until we got out of high school. So while we were still in
high school why, he started building the first store--the first small gro-
cery store—and so by the time I was out of high school in June or July,
why, we started in business.

Q. Oh, I see.
A, And then we worked there and we worked up a pretty good business; that

was a pretty slow year in 1914. Woodrow Wilson had just been elected presi-
dent, and they sald Wall Street was calling in all the money and they was
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pulling the tightest paniec the world ever seen for the country. The rail-
road men here, they were just practically paralyzed. They were down to
practically no—everybody was laid off, pretty near. But about the middle
of July, why that's when they started—-that's when the Arch Duke of Austrila
got assassinated over there and that plunged us into World War I.

Q. Yes sir. What was the name of the store?
A. Halligan, J. F. Halligan Company.

Q. J. F.?

A, J. F. Halligan Company.

Q. And what type of store was it you say?

A, That was grocery, a grocery store. And three years later, why we bullt
an additional store and opened up a dry goods and general store. And then
the next year, just a year later, we opened up another grocery store uptown.
So we opened three stores in four years, almost one a year, we was goling
pretty fast. And we was planning on opening two more, one in Virginia and
one in Jacksonville. I guess I was planning on starting the chain store
business, I dldn't know it at the time. But then that first year in the
spring of 1922 was when we had our first big flood in Beardstown. They didn't
have no seawall yet and the river came up and covered the whole business

end of town clean up to the railroad depot with about five feet of water.

Q. My gosh!

A. So that stopped everything there; stopped our plans and everything for
a while.

Q. What did it do:to the stores?

A. Ch, the whole stores, they was practically paralyzed. They had to walk
the ground--and some of them closed up, the banks and that closed completely,
and you had to get around town 1n boats and that there.

Q. Did it do a lot of damage to your goods in the store?

A. 1t didn't bother us any. We were in a high place. It didn't bother

our home. We happened to be in a high place in Beardstown, so it didn't
bother us one blt. We were very fortunate. But we had a lot bought down on
Fourth Street close to town--we was plaming on putting up a two story super.
store——and the water was asbout five feet deep over that. That was on this
side of the track . . .

Q. I see, the south side of town.

A, ¥ ., . where 1t was pretty deep. They was going by there in boats and
we was glad we didn't build. And the water barely went down and they called
the biggest railroad strike the country had ever seen. They called that
"Shopman's Strike" in 1922. "And Beardstown being a big railroad center,
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practically 90 per cent of the pecple worked for the railroad.

Q. I see.

A, They was all trainmen running from Galesburg to St. Louils and way
down to Cairo and the southern part of the State, practically the whole
shopmen had a hundred per cent strike all over the country. So, they be-

gun bringing in what they call strike breskers from Chicago and St. Louls
and all around, so 1t was a rather hectic time, so . . . .

Q. Was there violence at that time?

A. Yes.

Q. Oh, there was.

A. There was some brick=batting the trains and they found one man dead

out in the timber by Arnzville. They thought it was the effects, but they
couldn't recognize him or nothing like that, but they thought 1t was the
effect of the strike here. It might have been from that. So that kind of—-
we slowed up for the time belng—we thought it best to set-silent and wait
to seezhow things was golng to be at that time.

Q. When you started with the store, what did you do yourself? What type
of work did you do in the store?

A, T was manager of the store.
Ch you were, which one?

The first store we opened up.

The first grocery store.

And then my brother, Russell, he was just in the eighth grade yet.

-

Ch, T see.

o P oo P O

. He was a kid in the eighth grade so, after school why he'd come and
work in the store. And I was manager of the store and I done practically
most of the work at that time, because things were pretty slow that first -
year then when we first opened up. That was the year of 1914.

Q. Where did you get your supplies, your food supplies and that sort of
thing?

A, We bought mostly from--we handled pretty near Oakford and Fahnstock
from Peoria. They had what they called the Blue Ribbon line. That was one
of the blggest wholesale houses I .belleve, and the third blggest one in
the State outside of-—I belleve there was two in Chicago they said was
bigger. And this Oakford and Fshnstock they were blg and they had a very
fine line and they put out America's Cup Coffee. I don't remenber—do you
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remenber that or not?
®. No sir.

A. It was well-known all over the—they had blllboards all over the
State——and I went up there. But . .

Q. Well, how did you go about ordering from this company? Did they come
to you or dld you go to themor . . .

A. They had salesmen. And I wasn't—it was an interesting thing too——T
wasn't twenty-one years of age yet; I was:only eighteen or nineteen, just
out of high school, so they must have had faith in me because they said 1
could buy all I wanted and they trusted me with credit, so I guess they
knowed my father would be good for it maybe, but I know the banker here even
told me that any time I needed money I could borrow all I wanted to. But

I believe I only borrowed a small amount once.

Q. I'll be darned.

A. In the fall I overbought a while shipload of stuff, and I Just crowded
a little blt, so I think I had to borrow two or three hundred dollars, but

I paid that off in a week and that's the only one .I ever borrowed in all the
twenty years in business. So then finally we had such a pretty good busi-
ness that he came around and called on us twice a week. And at that time in
the sumertime it all came down by the Eagle Packet Lines out of 3t. Louis.
They run from 3t. Louis to Peoria and one was called the Bald Eagle, and the
Golden Eagle. It was mostly all Negro help at that time and they'd bring

- down. Then in the wintertime when the river was froze, why most of the
goods was shipped by railroad.

Q. Oh, these were steamboats then that . . .

A. Yes, they were all steamboats; you had big steanboats at the time. And
then the river was full of excursion boats at that time; they had excursion
boats. A lot of the boats, the Goldenrod and the Cotton Blossom, and some
of those that's been in Broadway shows; where they got the song 0ld Man River
from, that boat was here in Beardstown many a time.

Q. Oh, is that right?
A. Yes. I was on that boat to see "Uncle Tom's Cabin."
Q. You mean they had shows on the . . .

A. Yes, ilt.was a regular showboat they called then. They'd stop up at

the town s—=up. along.the river--big towns where they could get a crowd or
somethings so Beardstown was quite a showplace at that time. But with the
advent of the movies coming in--we had the flrst movlie in town in a small
bullding, it's called the Theatorium. It was five cents admission. (laughs)
I think they'd run a show every half hour or every hour, I forget what it
was. But I remember one picture. Theodore Roosevelt, I guess, was presi-
dent at that time and I remember seeing the picture where he sent the fleet
around the world.
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Q. Oh really, the "Great White Fleet."

A. He sent the fleet around to Japan and everything around there to
kind of threaten the world, I suppose to let them know the strength

of America. That was one of the first pictures I saw in movies at that
time.

Q. What were the showboat shows like?

A. They had regular dramas on there, they was all dramas; and they had
good music, they were all good singers; and I think most of them were

from Memphis and Nashville and New Orleans, I think most of the people
were, a8 they come up the river they'd show all the way up the Mississippl,

I guess, Memphis and Nashville- and whatever towns was on the Mississippi.

I don't know all what they were. And then they come on up the Illinols, I
think as far as Peoria. I don't know whether they went up as far as Starved
Rock or not. That's that Indian legend rock up there, the state park.

Q. Yes sir. Well how many people would the boat hold? How many would go
to the show on the boat?

A. Well, I'd believe they'd hold two or three hundred people.
Q. That many?

A. Yes, they had a steamboat in the back, a regular steamboat pushing it,
and the showboat was a blg barge.

Q. ©Oh, it was separate from the boat itself?

A. Yes. It was separate. The stage and all that was in the--I think the
sleeping quarters for the actors and all the crew was on the steanboat. So
the whole barge was nothing but chairs and seats in there, so they had a
pretty good crowd. And then they always had a band, so there was a pretty
good crowd. They would always have a band parade around town several times
during the day to let them know, and then they had a calliope playing. They
always had a steam calllope, and they played that all day so at night why
the crowds was down there.

Q. And they'd just tie up to the wharfs here in Beardstown?
Yes, tie up here.
How much did it cost to go to a show?

Oh, I think it was expensive. I think 1t was fifty cents.

o » £ P

. Plfty cents for a show?

A. (laughter) In them days, I don't know what it'd be today, but I believe
1t was f‘if.‘ty cents, maybe a quarter for children maybe, something llke that;
but that's where I saw "Uncle Tom's Cabin" several times. They'd always
show "Unecle Tom's Cabin," that was a favorite in them days way back then,
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movies wasn't in yet very much or anything like that.

Q. Do you remenber any other shows besides "Uncle Tom's Cabin" or plays
they put on?

A. No, I zan't remember the names of them. They were mostly all dramas.
They didn't have much comedy I don't think in them days. I think it was
mostly all dramas they put on.

Q. Was the barge roofed?

A. Yes. It was all closed in, you could go in the rain, yes, it could be
a pouring rain, it was all closed in. Yes, they were pretty elaborate boats
for the time.

Q. What did they use for lighting?
A. They must have had their own electric generators on the boat.
Q. Ch, they had electric lights then.

A. I think they did, yes. They had electric lights so I guess they generated
their own electricity or they could have hoocked up to the--well, I guess

they generated their own because they stopped at smaller places like Brown-
ing, places like that where they didn't have no electricity in them days.
Beardstown had a light plant so they might have connected up here, I don't
rememberthat.

Q. What did you sit on? Were there benches or chalrs or tables?

A. I belleve they had regular chairs. They was kind of llke regular
theatre chairs. They were very, very elaborate things for a boat I thought.

Q. How often did one stop? Once a week or less or more?

A. No, I think the Cotton Blossom would come up maybe for a time and then
maybe the next time it would be the Goldenrod, and then there was a C. R.
French—-French's New Sensation I believe they called it. I can remenber the
names of those three of them, there might have been more. But this Cotton
Blossom that was the one that they later made into a movie in a Broadway
hit, Jerome Kern or Sigmund Romberg wrote the music for "Old Man River."

Q. I see.

A. That was taken from the show that was supposed to take place on the
Cotton Blossom, but . . .

Q. What other types of entertalrnment do you remenber besides that, say when
you were in high school?

A, Well, they had carnivals here every week. They had some of the big
carnivals in the country. They would come in here—that was the third week
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Q. Did you ever go to any of these balloon races, where they started
from?

A, We never went to a balloon race. We went to some of these alr shows
when they put on Pulitzer back in the 1920's. Pulitzer,he was the one that
owned the 3t. Louls Post Dispatch, and he was putting up money and he
sponsored these shows, they called them the Pulitzer Prize, and we attended
there and we saw many of the--Al Williams was down there, and Jimmy Doo-
little, they were all down there in them day. In them days they flew right
over the grandstand, right over the heads of the people. (laughs) They
had no rules or safety factors or anything. And they had one alrplane
there they called the Whistler, we remember that, it was a famous airplane.
Tt had a whistle to it. When it went through the air it had a shreik to it

. and they never could eliminate it. And we saw it crash. They were coming
~around a pilon and coming in right over the grandstand and it made a sudden

dive and it crashed into the (inaudible), and we thought they were all
killed but two pilots got out unhurt.

Q. Oh, is that right.
That's the only alrplane crash we ever saw.

. 1'11 be doggone.

That was in Sts Louils.

Was thls out at Lanbert Feld where they were holding these?

Yes.

o = o » o ¥

. They had a grandstand then for these shows?

A, Yes, Just bleachers, Everything; was pretty crude in them days, (laughs)
the early days. They just had them bleachers and . .

Q. What was the first year you went down to one of those shows, do you

_ recall?

A. T don't remember that. I believe it was in 1923 or 1924, somewhere
along in there, but I just don't recall the first one.

Q. Do you remenmber what types of alrplanes they had there?
A. It was mostly bilplanes.
Q. Biplanes.

A. It was mostly all biplanes in them days. ' And then they had the biggest
alrplane in the world at that time. They had a six engine. I forget

what they called it. It was a Barlmg Bomber, 1t was a Barling Bomber they
called 1t. It was the only s8ix engine plane in the world. And the pilots
name was Harris. I can remember that because he was the only-———he was the
most expert pilot in the world at that time who could handle a six engine
plane, I guess. And we saw that take off and fly. 5o, we remember all
those early .






















































