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PREFACE 

!This manuscript is the product of a tape recorded bterview conducted 
by Horace Wagoner for  the Oral History Office in the s m r  of 1976. 

mancis Halligan was borninBeaz-dstown, I l l ino i s  on Decemer 18, 1894. 
He and his brother, Russell, have operated grocery and dry goods businesses 
i n  Jacksonville. A graduate of the I l l ino i s  College Conservatory of Music, 
Francis Halligan has supplemented his income by teaching music. 

In addition t o  being a successful businessman and an accomplished pianist,  
M r .  Halligan and his  brother pioneered i n  aerodynamic design and airplane 
Invention. Their unique a i rcraf t ,  "the Halligan plane," is a vert ical  
rising, hovering and self-stabilizing machine. For over f i f t y  yews thls 
unusual design has at tracted interest  among manufacturers, inventors and 
the military. Prototypes and models of the Halligan plane have been 
exhibited a t  fairs and museums throughout the United States. 

Readers of t h i s  ora l  history memoir should bear in mind that  it i s  a 
transcript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor  sought t o  preserve the informal, conversational s ty le  that  i s  
inherent i n  such blstorical sources. Swigamon State University is  not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for  views expressed 
Lherein; these are for  the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quoted and ci ted *eely. It may not be 
reproduced i n  whole br  in part by any means, electronic or  mechanical, 
without permission in writing f r o m  the Oral History Office, Sangamn 
State University, Springfield, I l l ino i s ,  62708. 



Halligm, Francis, June t o  July 1976, Jacksonville, I l l inois .  
Horace Waggoner, Interviewer. 

Q. I would like t o  consider a l i t t l e  b i t  of family background and start 
wlth childhood memries and on in to  schooldays perhaps, and then we'll  
get on up. Perhaps this first session we could maybe s t ick  t o  that  and 
the next session we can get in to  the av ia t im part of it. Does that  somd 
l ike  a good mve t o  make? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  a l l  d&t. You just want kind of a family history. I think 
you mntioned once that  I should s t a r t  out [about ] what our mre was. You 
mntioned, I believe last week you sa id  that  [inaudible] . . . 
Q. Yes, we could do that  now. Before we  do that [let's see ifg we've got your 
voice on tape. k t ' s  just see how we sound. Okay where were you born, sir? 

A. I was born here i n  Beardstown, I l l inois .  I was born on Decerriber 18, 1894, 
back i n  what they called the G a y  90ts ,  ( l a m t e r )  before the turn of the 
centwy, and fathe-I'm half Ehglish and half Gem--IQI father, he 
w a s  born and raised i n  the c i ty  of Ldverpool, Ehgland, and on mthe r l s  
side, the German, ny grandfathep-he came f 'mm Hess-Darmstadt, down on the 
mine River i n  Gemany, and gandnmther cam from a place called Baden- 
Baden i n  Germany. So whenever people ask us what we are why we have t o  say 
we l re half mgl ish  and half German. 

Q. Yes sir. When did your father core t o  Beardstown? 

A. I think he come shortly before 1890. I don't know just the yew he 
care. 

Q. What w a s  his occupation? 

A. He ran back and forth on the Atlantic fo r  several years. 

Q. Oh, he did. 

A. A s  a young m he1 d m in and out of Liverpool. I remrrJ3er him telling [about] 
his work on the White Star  l ine  fo r  a long tim; ran in to  Wntreal and 
Quebec, Canada. And then i n  l a t e r  yeam he worked for the W e r t  and Polk 
l ine,  and they run in to  Philadelphia. Now the l as t  t im he came over, he 
cam over on the big ship--at that  tire was called the Great Majestic-and 
he was in charge of a whole shipload of these-like Anheusher Busch--and they 
had these parade horses. They called them-I forget what they called them. 

Q. The d r a f t  horses? Percherons? 

A. Percherons, o r  somthing l ike  tha t ,  p a t  big draft horses. He was i n  
charge of those; he bm@t them over. Then he cam t o  Chicago and then 
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drif'ted down t o  Beardstown. I guess he had relation here o r  somthing, 
I don' t know how he--we never thou@, t o  ask him how he got down t o  
kardstown, but he got down here and then he mt w mother; she was a 
Germxi girl, Henrietta mr z ,  and they got m i e d , a n d  so that  was the 
beginning of our famLly. 

Q. How did she happen t o  core t o  Beardstown? Was it with her family? 

A. She w a s  born here, out i n  the comtry, but grandfathep-her father 
and mthe r  both cam f 'mm Gennany. But she was born inJ th i s  cowlt;ry. They 
lived on a farm about two miles out of town and she cam t o  school' in town. 
She went t o  school for  a while i n  the s m  ha l l  where Abraham Lincoln held 
the farnous Armtmng murder t ~ d h l .  

Oh, i s  that  

A. !They were building a school at that  tirre--short on schools-so, I remen+ 
ber her mntioning that  skiwent t o  school the sam place where Abraham Lin- 
coln held that  famous trial. It 's  still  here i n  the museum. So, a f t e r  we 
were born why we attended public schools. We went through school. Started 
in-I guess I starbed about 1900, the t u m  of the century--and we went on 
through wade school and all four years through hi& school. 

Q. Ri@t here i n  Beardstown? 

A. Here i n  Beardstown. And we were studying music mst of that t im. We 
star ted i n  pretty young. P@ folks s tar ted m i n  on the piano and w s i s t e r  ' 
on violin. So we studied music all while we went thm& school, and then 
we s tar ted  in to  I l l h o i s  College Consemtory of Music while we were s t i l l  
i n  high school and then we went four or  f ive years until we got out of 
there. We all three went t h r o w  there. 

Q. Where is that  conservatory? 

A. That was in Jacksonville at tha t  tim; Jacksonville, I l l inois .  We played 
i n  many rec i ta ls ,  college rec i ta ls ,  and then we had private concerts and 
rec i ta ls  of our own. In the early days of radio, we played over radio. 
[There] were two or  three different Springf'ield stations a t  that  t im,  and 
f r o m  Quincy. We never played over a national hook-ups f 'rom New York or  any 
place l ike  tha t ,  but it was mstly all local  stations. And we-had som 
experience in that  and then in l a t e r  years we was on Springfield television 
once, so we've been i n  a l l  the rredia, you ml@Slt as well s a ~ .  We've been in 
the newspaper, I guess thousands of tires. Recitals and airplanes and every- 
thing like that .  So we've pt a pretty interesting l i f e .  

Q. What did your father do i n  Beardstawn? 

A. Well, he was a licensed veterinary surgeon f'rorn &gland when he cam 
over here. He went t h r o w  schools i n  Bgland and then they sent h i m  t o  a 
college i n  Dublin, Ireland. They ca l l  them a finishing school over there. 
So, I suppose tha t ' s  where he was a studying vete~inary  mdicine. He was 
licensed-he w a s  liaensed by the State of I l l ino i s  t o  practice over here-- 
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but he was just a young fellow and the rallroad here was a boordng thing 
a t  that  t b .  This was a division point of the Bwlington CB & +that 
was a superintendent and a,ll of them. They w a s  from here clean t o  southern 
I l l ino i s  and down t o  St. Louis. So he got interested in railroads,so he pt 
a job and w a s  working fo r  the railroad. 

Q. What type work w a s  he doing fo r  the railroad? 

A. I think he was a boilerworks engineer. They used a l o t  of water. They 
w a s  a l l  steam locomtives at that  t h e  and they had a pwnping plant here 
and he ran these big steam engines; the Worthington steam engines. Then 
later,they got h i m  t o  be C i t y  Water Works Eneneer fo r  the c i ty  a t  the Water 
Works and he was there fo r  several years. It was on the sam type of work. 
They had two big W o r t w a n  pwnp engines there, and tha t ' s  where I got 
some engineering abi l i ty .  I used t o  spend s m r f s  up there. 

Q. Ch, is that  right? 

A. And they had a water tower there, it was one hundred and twenty f ee t  
hi&. [It was] sixty feet  of brick and then f r o m  there on up it was a s t e e l  
tank. And I got so I could pretty near play a tune on those big steam p w s .  
!They had a regLster there and at one hundred twenty pound;; the water went 
over the top of the water tower. So, I f d  get out there early and I ' d  time 
mse l f ,  t im it,  and I 1 d  watch that  mter and when it was twelve o1clock-- 
they had a big  whistle here i n  Beardstown a t  that  D i m ,  a shop whistle, you 
could hear it ten o r  f i f teen  rrjles away on certaln d q y s ~ a n d  they1 d blow 
that  a t  twelve of clock and a l l  the shop rcm would go horn. 

Q. Yes sir. 

A. And a l o t  of them would a l l  stream by that  water tower there, and the 
wind was usually blowing i n  the r L @ t  direction, so I made it a point to 
have that  water tower overflow when them E n  always c m  by and many a t h ~  
I gave them a good shower. (la@s ) 

Q. I.'.ll..be darned. ( l a m s )  

A. I ' d  stand there and regulate that  lever un t i l  I could just  p l a ~  a tune 
on it, pretty near. And a t  twleve o'clock when that  whistle blew, why I 
had her up t o  a hundred and twenty and when they cam? by there, well, I done 
that  every day. So I got a l o t  of engineering expefience there as a kid. 
I was just  down in grades then. Later on then he went back t o  the railroad 
and he worked there and he w a s  planning on starting up som business, but 
he worked there un t i l  we got out of hi& school. So while we were still  i n  
high school my,  he star ted building the first store--the fl-lrst small gm- 
cery store--and so by the t i n u 3  I w a s  out of hi& school i n  June or  July, 
why, we started i n  business. 

Q. Oh, I see. 

A. And then we worked there and we worked up a p re t t y  good business; that  
was a pre t ty  slow year in 1914. Woodmw Wilson had just been elected presi- 
dent, and they said Wall Street was calling i n  a l l  the mney and they was 
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pulling the t ightest  panic the world ever seen for  the country. The rail- 
road men hem, they were just  practically paralyzed. They were down t o  
practAcally no--everyborn was l a i d  off ,  pretty near. But about the middle 
of July, why tha t ' s  when they started--that Is  when the Arch Duke of Austria 
got assassinated over there and that  plunged w in to  World W a r  I. 

Q. Yes sir. What was the name of the store? 

A. Halligan, J. F. Halligan Company. 

Q. J. F.? 

A. J. F. J3alliga.n Company. 

Q. And what type of s tore w a s  it you say? 

A. That was grocery, a grocery store. And three years l a t e r ,  why we bu i l t  
an additional s tore and opened up a dry goods and general store. And then 
the next year, just  a year later, we opened up another grocery store uptown. 
So we opened three stores i n  four years, almast one a year, we was going 
pretty fast. And we w a s  planning on opening two mre, one i n  Virania and 
one i n  Jacksonville. I guess I w a s  planning on s tar t ing  the chain s tom 
business, I didn't know it a t  the time. But then that  first year i n  the 
spring of 1922 was when we had our f i m t  b i g  flood i n  Beardstown. They didn't 
have no seawall yet and the r iver  came up and covered the whole business 
end of town clean up t o  the railroad depot with about five feet  of water. 

A. So that  stopped everything there; stopped o w  plans and everything for 
a while. 

Q. What did it do-,to the stores? 

A. Oh, the whole stores,  they was practically paralyzed. They had t o  walk 
the gound-and som of them closed up, the banks and that  closed completely, 
and you had t o  .gt mund town i n  boats and that  there. 

Q. Did it do a l o t  of darrage t o  your goods i n  the store? 

A. It didn't bother us any. We were in a hi@ place. It didn't boGher 
our haw. We happened t o  be in a hi& place i n  Beardstown, so it didn't 
bother us one b i t .  We w e r e  very fortunate. But we had a l o t  bought down on 
Fourth Street close t o  town-we w a s  plamdng on putting up a two story supm 
store--and the water was about five feet deep over that .  That was on t h i s  
side of the track . . . 
Q. I see, the south side of town. 

A. .,: . . where it was pretty deep. They was going by there in boats and 
we was glad we didn't build. And the water barely went down and they called 
the biggest railroad s t r i k e  the country had ever seen. !They called that  
wShopmanls Strike" i n  1922. And Beardstawn being a big rallroad center, 



Francis Halligm 5 

practically 90 per cent of the people worked for  the railroad. 

Q. I see. 

A. They was all traiwnin running fMrn Galesburg t o  St. Louis and w a y  
down t o  C a i r n  and the southern part: of the State, practically the whole 
shopmn had a hundred per cent s t r ike  a l l  over the comtry. So, they be- 
gun bringing in what they call  s t r ike  breakers f r o m  Chicago and St. Louis 
and a l l  amund, so ft w a s  a rather hectic t%m, so . . . 
Q. Was there violence at that  t im? 

A. Yes. 

Q. m, there w a s .  

A. There was som brick-batting the tralns and they found one man dead 
out i n  the timber by Amzville. They t h o w t  it was the effects ,  but they 
couldn't recognize him o r  nothing l ike  tha t ,  but they tho&t it was the 
effect of the s t r ike  here. It mi@51t have been f'nm that .  So that  klnd of-- 
we slowed up fo r  the t im being--we thought it best t o  se t  s i lent  and w a i t  
t o  seeLhow things w a s  going t o  be at that t i t re .  

Q. When you star ted with the store, what did you do yourself? What type 
of work did you do i n  the store? 

A. I w a s  mager of the store. 

Q. Oh you were, which one? 

A. The f irs t  s tore we opened up. 

Q. The first grocery store. 

A. And then brother, Russell, he was just i n  the ei@th grade yet. 

Q. Oh, I see. 

A. He was a Zdd in the ei@th grade so, a f t e r  school why he'd come and 
work i n  the store. And I was manager of the store and I done practically 
mst of the work a t  that  t i m e ,  because things were pretty slow that  first - 

year then when we first opened up. That was the year of 1914. 

Q. Where did you get yow, supplies, your food supplies and that  sort of 
thing? 

A. We bo@t mstly fhm--we handled pretty near Oakford and Fahnstock 
from Peoria. They had what they called the Blue Ribbon line. That was one 
of the biggest wholesale houses Lbelleve, and the th i rd  biggest one i n  
the State outside of--I believe there was two i n  Chicago they said was 
bigger. And t h i s  Oakford and Fahnstock they were big and they had a very 
fine l ine  and they put out Amricals Cup Coffee. I don't ~mmber--do you 



remenber that  o r  not? 

Q. No sir. 

A. It was well-known all over the--they had billboards a l l  over the - 

State--and I went up there. But . . . 
Q. Well, how did you go about ordering f r o m  this company? Did they cone 
t o  you o r  did you go t o  them or  . . . 
A. They had salesmen. And I wasn't--it was an interesting thing to*-I 
wasn't twenty-one years of age yet; I was -a r ly  eighteen or nineteen, just 
out of high school, so they rrazst have had faith in m because they said I 
could buy all I wanted and they trusted me with credit, so I guess they 
knowed father would be good for it mybe, but I know the banker here even 
to ld  m that  any tim I needed mney I could b o r n  all I wanted to .  But 
I believe I only b o m e d  a s&1 amount once. 

Q. I'll be darned. 

A. In the f a l l  I overbought a while shipload of s tuf f ,  and I just crowded 
a l i t t l e  b i t ,  so I think I had t o  b o r n  two o r  three hundred dollars, but 
I paid that  off i n  a week and tha t ' s  t h e  anly one I eyer borrowed i n  a l l  the 
twenty years i n  business. So then f i n a l l y  we had such a pretty good busi- 
ness that  he cam around and called on us twice a week. And at that  tim i n  
the s m r t ~  it a l l  cam down by the Eagle Packet m e s  out of St.  Louis. 
They run f r o m  St. Louis t o  Peoria and one was called the Bald Eagle, and the 
Golden Eagle. It w a s  m s t l y  all Negro help at that  time and they'd bring 
down. Then i n  the wintertime when the r iver  was froze, why, mst of the 
goods was shipped by Tallroad. 

Q. Oh, these we= steamboats then that  . . . 
A. Yes, they were all  s t e d o a t s ;  you had big steamboats a t  the time. And 
then the river w a s  full of excursion boats at that  tirne; they had excursion 
boats. A l o t  of the boats, the Goldemd and the Cotton Blossom, and some 
of those tha t ' s  been i n  Broadway shows; where they got the song Old Man River 
f r o m ,  tha t  boat was here i n  Beardstown many a tire. 

Oh, is that  fiat? 

A. Yes. I was on that  boat t o  see "Uncle Tom's C a b i n . "  

Q. You wan they had shows on the . . . 
A. Yes, L t  was a regular showboat they called then. They'd stop up a t  
the town's--up &ng the river--big towns where they could get a crowd o r  
somthing; so Beardsbown was quite a showplace at that  time. But with the 
advent of the mvies coming in--we had the flrst movie in town in a small 
building, it 's called the Theaturium. It was five cents admission. (laughs) 
I think they'd muz a show every half hour o r  every hour, I forget what it 
was. But I remmber one picture. Theodor& Roosevelt , I guess, was presi- 
dent at that  tine and I ~men-ber seeing the picture where he sent the f l e e t  
mmd the world. 
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Q. Oh really, the "Great White Fleet. " 

A. He sent the f l ee t  around t o  Japan and everything around there t o  
kind of threaten the world, I suppose t o  l e t  them know the strength 
of h r i c a .  That was one of the first pictures I saw i n  movies a t  that 
time. 

Q. What w e r e  the showboat shows like? 

A. They had regular, dramas on there, they was a l l  dramas; and they had 
good music, they were a l l  good singers; and I think mst of them were 
from lkrrrphis and Nashville and New Orleans, I think mst of the people 
were,as they c o n ~  up the fiver they'd show all the way up the Mississippi, 
I guess, Memphis and Nashville- and whatever towns was on the Ivlississippi. 
I don't know a l l  what they were. And then they come on up the I l l inois ,  1 
think as far as Peoria. I don't know whether they went up as far as Starved 
Rock dr not. That's that  Indian legend rock up there, the s t a t e  park. 

Q. Yes sir. Well how many people would $he boat hold? How many would go 
t o  the show on the boat? 

A. Well, I' d believe they' d hold two o r  three hundred people. 

Q. That many? 

A. Yes, they had a s t e m o a t  in the back, a mgd.& stearboat pushkg it, 
and the showboat was a big barge. 

Q. Oh, it was separate f 'mm the boat i tself? 

A. Yes. It was separate. The stage and a l l  that  was i n  the--I think the 
sleeping quarters for  the actors and a l l  the crew w a s  on the stemboat. So 
the whole bwge was nothkg but chairs and seats  in there, so they had a 
pretty good crowd. And then they always had a band, so there was a pretty 
good crawd. They would always have a band para& around town several times 
during the day t o  let them bow, and then they had a calliope playing. They 
always had a steam calliope, and they played that  a l l  day so at ni@t Why , 

the crowds was down there. 

&. And they'd just t i e  up t o  the wharfs here i n  Beardstown? 

A. Yes, t i e  up here. 

Q. How much did it cost t o  go t o  a show? 

A. C&, I think it was expensive. I think it was fifty cents. 

Q. Fif'ty cents for  a show? 

A. (laughter) In them days, I don't knw what i t ' d  be today, but I believe 
it was f l f ' ty  cents, maybe a quarter f o r  children maybe, somthing l ike  that ;  
but that where I saw "Uncle Tomts Cabin" several t-s. They'd always 
show ttUncle Tom's CabinYv1 that  was a favorite in them days way back then, 



i mvies wasnl t In yet very mch or  anything l ike  that .  

Q. Do you rerrmber any other shows besides "Uncle Tom's Cabin1' or  plays 
they put on? 

A. No, I can't ~mrrS,er the nares of them. They were ms t ly  all dramas. 
They didn't have mch corrredy I don't think in them days. I think it was 
mstly all dramas they put on. 

Q. Was the barge roofed? 

A. Yes. It was al l  closed in ,  you could go in the rain, yes, it could be 
a pouring p e n ,  it w a s  all closed in. Yes, they were pretty elaborate boats 
for  the time. 

I Q. What did they use for  li@ting? 

1 A. They must have had the i r  own elect r ic  generators on the boat. 

Q. C&, they had e lect r ic  li&ts then. 

A. I think they did, yes. !They had elect r ic  l i @ t s  so I guess they generated 
the i r  own electric3ty o r  they could have hooked up t o  the--well, I guess 
they m r a t e d t h e i r  own because they stopped at smaller places l ike Brown- 
ing, places l ike that where they didn't have no electr ici ty in them days. 
Beardstown had a li&t plant so they mi@t have connected up here, I don't 
remmbm:. that. 

Q, What did you sit on? Were there benches or chairs or tables? 

A. I believe they had regular chairs. They was kind of l ike regular 
theatre chairs. They were very, very elaborate things for a boat I thought. 

Q, How often did one stop? Once a week o r  less o r  more? 

A. No, I think the Cotton Blossom would core up maybe for  a tW and then 
rraybe the next thns it would be the Goldenrod, and then there w a s  a C. R. 
French-Fpench's New Sensation I believe they called it. I can remmber the 
names of those three of them, there rd@t have been mre. But t h i s  Cotton 
Blossom that was the one that  they la te r  mde into a movie in a Broadway 
h i t ,  Jerom Kern or  Sigrrrund Roderg wrote the music for  "Old Man RLver . " 

I Q. I see. 

A. That was taken f 'mm the show that  w a s  supposed t o  take place on the 
Cotton Blossom, but . . . 
Q. What other types of entertainment do you remenher besides that, say when 
you were i n  high school? 

A. Well, they had c d v a l s  here every week. They had som of the big 
carnivals In the country. They would come in here-that w a s  the th i rd  week 






































































































