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Preface 

This mumscript is the product of a tape recorded interview conductad by 
Rev. N. L. WPherson for the Oral History Office on April 30, 1974. 
Paula Bergschneider transcribed the tapes and Linda Je t t  edited the 
transcript . 
Mattie H a l e  was born in Springfield, I l l inois  in June of 1892, and m s  81 
years old at the tine of this interview. She has lived in and around the 
Springfield area all of her l i f e .  In t h i s  interview, she t e l l s  how she 
was raised and what: it w s  like to  be black in those days. She discusses 
the effects the Springfield Race Riot of 1908 had on her l i f e  and also 
gives her views regarding the Depression arwl discrimination. 

kaders of the oral history m i r  should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken mrd, and that the intervie~r, narrator and 
editor sought to  preserve the h£ormal, conversational style that is  
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamn State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the m i r ,  nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The manuscript may be read, quotd and cited freely. It may not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any m s  , electronic or mchanical , 
without perrmlssion in  writing f rom the Oral History Office, Sangamon 
State lhiversity, Springfield, I l l h i s ,  62708. 



Table of Contents 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Family History 1 

&hation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  6 

Marriage . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  7 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Husband's Job 8 

Wakes and h r a l s  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  9 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Children 10 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Race Riot 11 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Shopping 15 

HouseFire . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  16 
Eighteenth Street Jhne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  17 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  S t u a r t  Street Hane 18 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Present J ~ E  19 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Children's Jobs 20 

Discrimination . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  22 

Raising Children . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  24 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  War Wthers 25 

m c h  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  27 

The Depression . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  28 
Streetcars . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  29 



Mattie Hall, Springfield, I l l inois ,  April 30, 1974. 

berend Nigel k k s o n .  

Q: Now, Mrs. Hale, you said yrm viere born at Fourteenth and Spruce. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you remember anything about that neighborhod? 

A: Not a thing. 

Q: bhy? 

A: Because I was too young. You see, my father w e d  t o  the country 
~EII E e r e  all very d l .  

I thhk  you said also that your mther died. 

She died there. 

You don't rmmber her at al l .  

Don't r d r  her at all. 

So you m l d n '  t ranexibex anything about . . . 
Not mything a k t  my mther. 

When you went to the country, do you remaher &at country? 

h t  country? 

~ t w a s t h e n a m e o f t h e . .  , 

Well, w just said country, and nuw they c a l l  it Taylor Avenue. 

&, I see. It was just an the outskirts of Springfield. 

Yes. 

Haw long did you live uut there? 

Oh, I lived there until I got married. 

Do you ranember when you got married? 
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A: I was rnarried in--just a minute--1'11 go get it. I'll see i f  I can 
find it. (tape stopped) 

Q: Now out in this country then is out in the area where Southeast High 
School is now? 

A: Ch, yes. I used t o  pass throygh the Southeast High School going t o  
school. 

Q: *re was the school? Oh, you =re going to  I les  School. 

A: Gdmg t o  I les School. Now a l l  those Ixlildings out there are new. 
They have been hilt since I w m t  t o  school. 

Q: 1 think w w i l l  talk about the tiroe that ycru lived out there until 
you got married. h t  did you do? Did you help on the farm? 

A: Yes, I did. We sold vegetables. lde had five acres, arad v e  raised 
vegetables. And = d d  pick b, w wuld gather vegetables of an 
evening and then bring than t o  tom the next mming and se l l  them. 

You said we. Does this include your s is ters  and brothers? 

Yes. 

And w l d  your father c a  w i t h  yau or wuld you . . . 
My stepther. 

Did yau a l l  s e l l  these vegetables? 

Yes, w w l d  se l l  than. 

How? 

k11, ve d d  go around to doors and knock on doors. 

Is that ri&t? 

Yes. And they w l d  open the door and we wuld say, "mod morning, 
wuld you like to  buy sme . . ." d w ' d  go on and name h a t  E had. 
'Vould you like to buy same beets, strawberries, peas, seen  beans?" And 
they'd ask us, 'Well, how m h  are your beets a hmh?'' And m ' d  t e l l  
them. 'Now much are yow strawberries a box?" And m ' d  t e l l  than. And 
then they'd say, 'Well, you can bring me in fzm b o z s  of strawberries." 
Or "Eking me in a quarter's m r t h  of green beans." 

Q: Very interesting. Do you recall,  for instance, how rmch a box of 
strawberries t~as selling for at that time? 

A: Very cheap to what they're selling at  nw. Oh, we'd s e l l  them a t  
tvmty cents a box. 
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Q: What size boxs  Ere these? 

A: Lik the boxes they have naw in the stores. 

Q: They hold about a quart ow =thing like that. 

A: Yes. They =re a qgart, quart b o z s .  

Q: About how long w l d  that t ak  you t o  sell a l l  your vegetables? 

A: Well, w= m l d  leave home of a mming about, oh, I ' 11 say about 
seven o'clock. And w m l d n ' t  get through not before about one or 1:30. 

Q: Well, that's a good half day's mrk. How many days a wek wuld you 
do this? 

A: k m l d  go Tuesday, Wednesday, Friday, and sawtimes Saturday. 

Q: Did yau raise corn and things l ike that? 

A: Corn, and potatoes, turnips. And w had red raspberries. 'key're 
many now, &en I speak of red raspberries, "Red raspberries, what are 
they? " 

Q: Is that right? 

A: Yes. kk m l d  raise them and w ' d  pick than and sell than also by 
tihe quart. 

Q: Did you have fruit--pears or peaches or any apples? 

A: Yes. We had pears ad peaches. 

Q: And you d d  also s e l l  those? 

A: We m l d  sell those, but not too rruch of those, because w didn't 
have lxlt a very few hit trees. bk had chickens, we had hogs, a couple 
of horses. 

Q: Did you sell the chickens or did you sell eggs? 

A: Sell the chickens? No. We didn't sell chickens or eggs. k just 
k p t  them. 

Q: For family use. 

A: I& just kept them for our o m  use. 

Q: It sounds interesting. I 'm also £ran the country. (lau&hter) h t  
d d  a day on the farm be like for you? Could you describe it? Wuld 
you have to  get up early in the mming? 

A: & yes! Sane mrning w 'd have t o  get up at five o'clock. And then 
if 'CIX? didn't get auw berries pickad and uur peas and beans picked that 
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evening, ve'd have to  get up early and finish, and then bring than t o  
town and sell than. 

Q: In picking these berries, E r e  they on your farm proper, or did you 
go to  srme nei&borls farm or sarrething? 

Q: Oh, this is what you cultivated. 

A: Yes. 

Q: I how places people can go pick strawberries or sanething like 
that that grm wild. 

A: No, m never did. bk raised t h .  

Q: Oh, this is what you raisd. 

A: Yes. 

Q: You'd get up a t  five o'clock in the mrning and do pur l i t t l e  chores. 

A: Yes. And srmetlrrres vie d d n ' t  get our vegetables tied that night, 
wll, w 'd have to  get up and fwsh  t y h g  our vegetables--you how, like 
you see now in the stores in bmches. Beets--four and five in a Ixmch--=Id 
b e  to tie them. And our onions, vie'd have t o  tie than, put so many in 
a h h .  W had, FJhat then you'd call a spring wagon, and w ' d  have it 
f i l led ful l .  

Q: SJas this w o n  dram by a horse? 

A: Yes, by one of our horses. 

Q: And then you'd get this and take it into tm? 

A: Yes,  bring it into t o m  here. 

Q: Yau didn't sell to  any grocery stores or anything like that? 

A: Yes,  we'd go to  the grocery stores. A l o t  of tires they'd tell us  t o  
bring in--ma* i f  e ' d  go there like today, they'd say, 'That day w i l l  
you be back? ' And ~ ' d  tell them, and they'd say, 'Ve11, bring me in a 
bushel of green beans ; bring IIE in a hshel of green peas." And w 'd 
take than to the stores. Yes, w sold to  the stores, too. 

Q: Now, durn you finished on the fa--you'd get up early in the mrning 
and do ycw: chores-then p w l d  go to  school. 

A: Yes, had to  get ready for school. 

Q: N w ,  d m t  tirrre did you generally leave haw for school? 
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A: all, we'd 1-e ham . . . 
Q: About eight o'clock? 

A: Just about eight, or saaetimes a l i t t l e  after eight because my stepnother, 
she wouldn't l e t  us leave not until ve . . . 
Q: Finished your chores. 

A : Finished chores, ~ s ,  and get our hawe cleaned up. I was brought up 
with a very clean stepther . 

that right? 

A: Yes. And w m l d  have t o  clean the house, leave the house clean so 
dwn she c- in the house wuld be clean. All she'd have to  do m l d  be 
start supper. 

Q: Did you go to  school all day? 

A: All day. 

Q: Fran nine o'clock unti four o'clock? 

A: Until four o'clock in the evening, yes. 

Q: Of course, p u  walked to  school. 

A: Walked, yes, Wlked thraugh the snm a d  lihe rain. 

Q: When you mt back h, there were other evening chores to  do? 

A: Yes. 

Q: W t  =re same of these chores? 

A: Qll, school was out at four and e had to be hmbe about, oh, 4:  30. 
You huw,  our parents didn't l e t  us fool arourd. bk had to go straight 
home. And I'd h a ~ e  t o  go home myk, and help gather sane more beans, 
peas, or go in the strawbrry patch a d  pick strawberries up u n t i l  dark. 

Q: About h t  t h e  did you ordinarily have suppr? 

A: Oh, w d d n ' t  have supper until,  oh, about six o'clock. 

Q: 3hen your wening chores =re dme and your supper, then you had 
h m e ~ r k  to do? 

A: Sametimes after supper d d  have to go and finish t y h g  up vegetables. 

Q: Of course t h i s  wid depend m *ther or not you are going to tom 
the following day. 
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A: Yes .  

Q: Nowyourentioned that y n u h d  three s is ters  and one brother. kre  
they yaunger or older than you? 

A: They =re older-my tw sisters =re, but my brother cllas yawger than 
I. 

Q: %, it ms tm sisters and not three. 

A: Three. 

Q: You included. 

A: I bcluded made the third om. 

Q: Yes, I 've got it. Now they helped, everybody helped? 

A: Oh yes, everybody tmrked at our house. 

Q: You mentioned your stepnother. Could you t e l l  xae something about 
her? You seem to be very fond of her. 

A: Yes. She m s ,  before my father mmied her, she was a George. This 
Will George that I'm conferring on this year, w her brother, one of 
t h .  And my father mrried her *en she m s  very young. My father m s  
uuch older than she. She just came into a--I '11 say baby, taking care of 
babies. (lmghter) 

Q: Buts she did a pretty good job, anymy. 

A: A good job. 

Q: b you remaher the d d h g ?  

A: No, I don't wen ranenher h e n  they got wried. 

Q: Is that right? 

A: No. 

Q: So, you cauldn' t t e l l  me anything about their &ding. 

A: No, I couldn't tell you anything about it. I 'd hear my father talk 
about it. 

Q: You said you stayed aut there until you got married. Before w go on 
to that, I mt to ask you nw. You did finish Iles School? 

A: Yes .  

Q: You wnt t o  the eighth grade there. 
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A: Yes, there. 

Q: Did p go on? 

A: N3, I didn't. 

Q: Is there some reason? 

A: Well, no, there wasn' t no reason. kt of us four, there1 s only one 
that m t  to  hi& school, Springfield School. That's my s is ter ,  
Miss Coral. 

Q: Miss who? 

A: Coral, Gertrude Coral. 

Q: Now, m l d  you t e l l  me something about your marriage? Where did you 
meet this young man and a l l  that? 

A: I r e t  him a t  a wake. 

Q: A d c e !  (laughter) Is that right? Whose w h  w s  it? Do yau 
r d r ?  

A: Yes. I rerraember his name was Mr. Riddle. 

Q: Was he a relative or a friend? 

A Just a friend. He was a dear friend to my fa tbr .  

Q: Haw did you s t a r t  talking? 

A: ell, E e r e  sit t ing there that night and w just started talking, 
and the next mrning he walked h- with me. He wsn ' t  with nrre because 
my parents d idn ' t  l e t  me go out alone, d my mother and my stepfather 
and a of my sisters =re there. 

Q: How long did you talk to  each other before you got married? 

A: Oh, I guess about eleven mmths . 
Q: Where did you get married? 

A: Were did I get married? Right d m  here on B r m  Street. The 
pastor of Wxm k c h  m i a d  us. His name ~s--maybe I can call over 
the phone and t e l l  you. 

Q: We can check this out. 

A: Yes. 'Ihe minister of Zion k c h  lived down here on Brm Street Fn 
the house where . . . Do you ~ ( I W  kglemanls that live d m  here on 
B r m  Street? 
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Q: No. 

A: You know where that large house is on this side of Schanburg Is? 
Well, the next house t o  it. 

Q: I see. %en after you got mrried,  where did you live? 

A: I lived out there in  the country, out there by the old brickyard. 

Q: By Poston Brickyard? 

A: Yes. Oh, no, no, not Poston. I said brickyard, excuse m. I mean 
coal mine. 

Q: Qh, I see. 

A: That wasn't too far kanmyhause. 

Q: That's right.  DO you reumber tshat the nam of that coal mine m s ?  

A: They called it Doolittle. (laughter) 

Q: h t  did yau husband do? 

A: J3e wm a mile driver at Tludzorn then w got married. He had to w l k  
fran out there t o  Tuxhorn. 

Q: b t  did his job entail? 

A: His job? 

Q: Yes. 

A: He mrkd in the coal mines. 

Q: Oh, in the coal nmlne. 

A: Yes. He drwe a mle . You've heard than talk about driving rmles in 
the coal mine? Well that's what he did. 

Q: Oh, I see. So he was a coal miner, but his job w s  driving the nules 
to  pull out the coal. 

A: Yes. 

A: No, but my sisters mt dom. 

Q: Is that right? 

A: Yes, my father'd taken thw in the mine. He m t e d  t o  take me, but I 
d d n '  t go. I m afraid. 
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: Was p r  father a coal miner, too? 

: Yes. 

: Did your husband ever te l l  you any stories about a coal mine or 
anything? Do yau lnaw anything about c o d  mining? 

A : No. A l l  I h a w ,  they d d  dig coal d m  there, he said, and they 
had to stoop over all day, yoll know. 

Q: Is that right? 

A: Yes. You've seen this slate that they bring up? 

Q: Yes. 

A: Well, sanetimes it mid f a l l  and m l d  kill m in themine, and 
they'd have to  bring the men up on the . . . 

A: Yes .  

Q: Do you know of anybody that has ever been killed in the mine, a 
neighbor, or any relative m friend? 

A; No, I can't  recall right now. 

Q: You mtioned about a wke. What m s  a mke like in those days? 

A: Well, I'll t e l l  you, nothing lik it is nm. It ws, you see then, 
you'd have than at  the haw. Have them stretched out a t  your hane. The 
body m l c l  be in  one roan, and te muld be in the other roans a x d .  

Q: So they d d  bury him early then. It muldn't l a s t  tm or three 
days. 

A: Oh, no. 

Q: What did the friends who cane to  v i s i t  the relatives do tJhile they 
=re at the wke? 

A: Clh, nothing, just sit and talk l ike they do now, serve lunch. 

Q: I imagine it 's the sam sort of thing that they do now to  an extent. 
Family and relatives bring in food. About how la te  m l d  p u  all stay? 

A: Oh, w ' d  stay until about ten o'clock. 

Q: h t  m l d  the funeral be like? 

A: Some of the funerals, they d d  have cars, but not tm many. Maybe 
they'd have a car for the family, d the rest  of them muld go in, &at 
I -timed a a l e  ago, spring wagons- -their buggies. 
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Q: Did yrxl ever see any funeral &ere they had t o  walk and the men had 
to carry the casket, where they didn't have either the sprkg wagon or 
cars? 

A: No. 

Q: Well, I 've seen many of b. 

A: You have? Now they'd have to  do dmt? Wt did yau say? 

Q: bkn muld carry the casket to the cemetery. 

A: Oh, no. I 've  never seen that. 

Q: %at ms the neighborhod l ike  *ere you and your husband f i r s t  
lived? 

A: W e l l ,  I'll t e l l  you w -re all h t  you might say relatives. Now, 
this Mr. and Mrs. R o b e r t  O'Banyon, that was my father's sister. This Mr. 
and Mrs. lhomas Gain, that m s  my s t e p t h e r ' s  uncle. Oh, I ' m  sorry. I 
forgot to  p t  my s t e p t h e r ' s  father's a d  mther's nanrz on here. Mr. 
and Mrs. Gus George. Those =re my stepmther ' s parents. And aur farms 
all joined. W just had femes beheen. 

Q: So then after  you got married, your husband wrked in the coal mines. 
And you stayed h a ?  

A: Stayed hane. 

Q: How many children do you have? 

A: I have gave birth t o  three--- girls and a son, this son which is 
leaving nrm. 

Q: I h a t ' s  Harry. 

A: Harry. 

Q: bhat are ya~ut gi r l s '  nanes? 

A: Fdith breen  and Ethel. 

Q: Did they l ive  to  be adults? 

A: Oh, yes. No, the last one didn't. 

A: 1 no, no. She died &an childbirth. A d  the fumiest thing. 
All three of my children =re born on Sunday mrning. 

Q: Is that right? 
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A: All three of them, yes. And this last one, Ethel, she was born on 
Sunday mming and died on Thursday afternoon. 

Q: &re did pur children go t o  school? Did your children go to I les  
School? 

A: Yes, and to F e i t s h ~ .  

Q: You =re telling m sumthing about the r io t .  

A: Yes. h t  I have read, I knuw that. 

Q: Let= see that. 

A: Fbw I don't lmow &ether you can read my writing or not. (laughter) 

Q: You said you rananbev the year of this r io t .  

A: Yes ,  there it is on there. 1908. 

Q: Could y m  t e l l  me smething abut it? 

A: Yes. It started m Friday evening about 6: 30 p.m. k i n g  the night 
rn Negro men =re mdered. Narnely Mr. W i l l i a m  K. Donnigan was bung to 
a tree; Mr. Burton, not knowing his given nane , m s  shot to death. Mr. 
Willim I. Donnigan rss the grandfather of Mrs. k i e  Cimdqhm,  now 
living a t  1723 South Eighteenth Street. Those fx~ tren =re znarrid to 
white -. 
Q: Y o u m e a n M r .  Donnigan and the other m? 

A: Yes, Burton. Yes, that's &at it mstly started. 

Q: Do you h u w  if the r io t  m s  because of h? 

A: Yes, wer  than. S m e m e  hit one of these white mm~ or SUE kind of 
a mess. I won't try to go into that but I how it started w e r  them. 
The r io t  took place at Spring and Mwrds Street on Saturday evening 
about 5 p.m. A c r d  of people wmt to the camtry for shelter. They 
mt to  these various hares. Mr. and Mrs. George Taylor, the parents of 
Mrs. Mattie Hale, naw living at  1914 East B r m  Street; Mr. and Mrs. 
Fbbert 0. Banyon; Mrs. and Mr. Thams Gains. A l l  are deceased. S a w  
went far beyond the kmes just ~ n t i o n e d .  Scme w n t  to the camtry with 
food a d  clothing in sacks on their backs. r io t  tas serious for 
three days, Priday, Saturday rod Sunday. Ch M a y  the people began to  
calm dorn. These rum wxe not afraid. Zhey Ere in business so they 
renained in t-. Mr. h s  Auran, Mr. Robert Jackson, Mr. James Coral, 
E6-. Edgar Wite,  Mr. Bob Cameller , Mr. W i l l i a m  George, Mr. Bunny Wright 
and others not nruentioned. 

Q: You said a c r d  of people e n t  to  the country for shelter. Was it 
out where you =re living? 
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A: That's h e r e  they came, t o  our house. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: 'Ihey came t o  our hause and they w n t  farther up the road. We called 
it road, it vasn't a s t reet .  And they had their food and their clothes, 
some Ere barefooted. k sheltered, I guess, abuut twnty  or henty-f ive . 
Q: Is that right? 

A: Yes. We had a large barn and up abwe--w called it in the barn 
loft--that 's where v e  kept feed for our horses and for aur chickens, but 
at  that time I+E did not have any. bk had ordered our feed for aur horses, 
but it hadn't c a m  in yet. Ard a l o t  of them m t  up there and stayed 
all  nipt in the barn lof t .  Scme slept  out underneath of our f ru i t  trees 
and we d taken s c a ~  in the b e .  

Q: About how many families =re living out in the country there where 
you =re living? 

A: Six. 

Q: Now, did th is  r i o t  take place before you were rmrried or af ter  you 
e r e  married? 

A: Before I was rnarried . 
Q: So you were s t i l l  at your father's home. 

A: Yes,  I was still at b. 

Q: Did the r ioters  colne out there? 

Q: I man the white people. 

A: a, no. They didn't cane out there. 

Q: Is there a reason why do you think they didn't? 

A: W1, yes. You see because they e r e  after the colored people i n  
tom. 

Q: Do you h o w  of any white person or heard of it who may have gotten 
killed? 

A: No, but I don't raaanber of any whites getting killed, but there m s  
stllle got hurt. 

Q: About b w  long did these people stay out on your place? 

A: They stayed until Sunday. 
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Q: Until S d a y  . And then things had sort of qieted down. 

A: Yes. Things began to  calm do- on Monday. 

Q: Did you hear anyone say that m y  people l e f t  tom and didn't cane 
back? 

A: No. 

Q: I heard some people took a train and le f t .  

A: No, I never heard. 

Q: Now this Mr. Arms Duncan, h t  did he do? 

A: Oh, these E r e  lrren of the wrld ,  they wre rough men. 

Q: But they had Ixlsinesses dawzrtm. 

A: Yes,  they *re what you ca l l  gamblers, big gamblers, a l l  of than. 
They didn' t run, you see, they stayed with their . . . 
Q: With their business. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Now, do you how of a Loper's Restaurant? There ms a restaurant 
tha t  got badly destroyed- -Loper ' s . 
A: No, I don't, I really don't. A l l  I know is just what I have wrote. 

Q: After the r io t ,  when you all cam to  tom, =re you afraid? 

A: kll , yes, E =re. I& didn' t care in with vegetables, not until 
that following k s d a y .  W e r e  kind of afraid, you how. 

Q: Did the black people set up any k i d  of a mtch t o  protect their 
families, do you how? 

A: No, I don't remclmber. 

Q: When it happened, what did you all do out on the farm? 

A: Well, m didn't do anyt?&g, only just sit out there afraid w i t h  the 
res t  of them. And E fed them; w w n t  to  the garden and vie gathered 
vegetables and cookd . 
Q: Do you know &at effect this r i o t  hd on black people who =re living 
in town as far as their jobs Ere concerned, vhether or not they lost 
t h e i r  jobs or anything like that? 

A: No, I don't r d r  any of them losing their jobs. 
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Q: Do yms recall anything about housing--whether ow not after the riot 
certain people couldn't -live in  a certain place or anything like that? 

A: Ch, yes. I just remember hearing than say that the colored people 
couldn't live there and the colored people couldn't live in th is  place. 

Q: Did anybody caw out to  yow house to talk t o  your father about . . . 
A: Ihe riot? 

Q: Yes. 

A: No, only those that came £ran tom out there. 

Q: And so far, this is dmt  ycxl how about the r io t?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you all go t o  church that Sunday? 

A: No, no. & hardly ever vent to c k c h  out there. When mt to  
church, w wnt to St .  Paul's with my auntie--this is Mr. arid Mrs. bbert 
0. Banyun. She was my father's sister and they Ere mahers of St. 
Paul's. My father didn't belong to it. 

Q: Now, these persons like M r .  and Mrs. George Taylor, that was your 
father? 

Q: Did they say anything to  you children about--you E r e  a girl then 
during this riot? 

A: Yes, I was s t i l l  at b. 

Q: Did they say anyt % about what you a l l  should do when you cane to 
school the next day or next e e k ?  

A: No, they didn't say anything. 

Q: l h n  you got to  school E r e  you all afraid? 

A: Well, yes. I was sane afraid but w just had to  go to school. And 
then s a  of the white children d d  say, "Oh, t m  niggers got killed ." 
You how b w  they did. 

Q: What d d  yoll all say to  than? 

A: I didn't say anything. Bybe I 'd  be jumping the rope or playing and 
I 'd  just . . . 
Q: About howmany black children e r e  going to  I les  at that t h ?  
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A: No, I couldn' t say. 

Q: It w n ' t  too large ammt, w s  it? 

A: No. I les School at that time only had four roans. It had grades 
in each roan. 

Q: It wnt to  the eighth grade. 

A: It mt t o  the eighth grade. But they had enlarged it before I quit. 
Not as rmch as it is nw,  but they had added a new addition on. 

Q: Right nuw it is one of the larger elementary schools in tam. These 
&ite mmn that these mm Ere =rid to,  you don't know &at happened 
to them after their b u s b d s  died? 

A: No. 

Q: W e l l ,  it w s  a sad *rime really. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Where did you a l l  do youw shopping for groceries? 

A: Well, w had t o  come t o  tom. There w s  a grocery store on Kfteenth 
Street; it was nand Lahart .  I ranember it. And then there's a grocery 
store on FLEteenth and just a few doors fraa Iles School. They called it 
Roach Grocery Store. 

Q: Is that about where kmphrey Grocery Store is now? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Were these the t m  places *ere you'd do mst of yaur shopping for 
groceries? 

A: Yes, because they e r e  closer t o  us. QI our m y  home Aen we 'd cane 
in  to  sell our vegetables, n ' d  stop and get oux groceries. 

Q: D i d  you a l l  s e l l  them rmch vegetables? 

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: What about drugstores and things like that? 

A: W e l l ,  up here k d e r s  Drug Store on South G r a d  a d  there was a 
drugstore dam on Eleventh and South Grand. k t  i t 's  been so long, you 
h a w . .  . 
Q: How often did you a l l  do your shopping at this drugstore? 

A: Well, every day that w  can^ in tom if R neded anything, w ' d  just 
pick it up and take it  ha^. 
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Q: You =re not like sane people cane to tmm once a mnth or once 
very tkm w&s. 

A .  No, because you see, w =re in tom so often sell* our vegetables. 

Q: Of course, at that tim that looked like country, but ncrw i t 's  rwt 
a part of the city. 

A: Yes. Have you ever been out there as far as the house *ere Elizabeth 
Gains lived-it 's falling down. Has anyone ever s h o d  you where Elizabeth 
Gains l i v d  . . . 
Q: No. 

A: . . . in her lifetime? NaJ,  our hause and barn, this large barn w 
had, my l i t t l e  nephew-R had a cat and she had s w  l i t t l e  baby kittens, 
and my l i t t le  nephew ms trying to  arm than . . . 

Fmd of Side h e ,  Tape h e  

A: . . . you how, w ' d  bank our f i r e ,  put a chunk of coal in. Tik 
caught himself leaving the door open so it won't bLun too fast. They 
l e f t  the door open and a spark of that cane out of the stwe--a spark of 
fire-and that set our hause on f i r e .  

Q: Ihe same time? 

A: &, no, no. 'Ihe barn was burned down first and then our b e .  

Q: D i d  you lose yaur animals, or =re the horses not in the barn? 

A: No. 

Q: So, you'd bank your f i r e  a t  night. Of course, a l o t  of people don't 
h o w a t  banking is. 

A : They don' t how &at it is. 

Q: I h o w  this is something = had to  do. 

A: Yes. 

Q: A d  you said one night your house caught on f i re?  

A: Yes. 

Q: &s it badly damged? 

A: My mother and father ~ r e n ' t  at haw. They E r e  at the neighbor 's 
house. They said they -re up there playing cards. 
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Q: And here =re you children? Were you children at  hane? 

A: Oh, I w s  w r i e d  then. 

Q: a, I see. And the others -re grown and gone. Did they lose their 
huuse? 

A: Yes. Perythuy in it except the piano, they got it out, and the 
music cabinet-that s all they saved. 

Q: And it was just a spark, nobody set it afire? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did they rebuild the b e  out there? 

A: Yes, he just put up a l i t t le  -roan place. There w s  no one but 
just he and my stepother. 

Q: &re did he p ~ t  that up? 

A: QI the same place. 

Q: How did they go about building that? Did the neighbors cane in and 
help them or did he hire somebody t o  do it? 

A: No, he hired suneone to  build it. 

Q: Haw long did you and ymr husband l ive  out there? 

A: &1, t~ didn't  stay out there too long. I guess w e  =re out there 
maybe a year, a year and a half. kk didn't stay out there at the coal 
mine too long. 

Q: Where did you dl m e  t o  f r o m  there? 

A: Khen w f i r s t  w e d  £km out there--you'd be surprised. Ycu how the 
house up here, the pink house on Eighteenth Street? Ck.le of the Hale 
g i r l s  lived there, and her husband, he got killed las t  year on his job- 
sanething about a tire blew up and ki l led him. 

Q: Yes. 

A : In the pink house there, that 's &ere t \ ~  w e d  to, f r a n  the brickyard, 
up there. 

Q: WZlat  m s  that neighborhood l ike  dxm you m e d  out there? 

A: Oh, it wis middy, and nothing lik it is now. 

Q: Tne streets eren't paved? 

A: No. 



Mattie Hale 18 

Q: Was this a white neighborhood or a b l x k  neighborhood? 

A: It ms mre a black nei&borhood. 

Q: b h m  you w e d  out there? 

A: Yes. I raxmhr Mrs. Anna Page, she lived tw or three doors fran 
nE. 

Q: Were there any a i t e  people living there? 

A: I don't rerraanber of any a t e s .  A l l  colored. 

Q: Did your lmsband continue to wrk in the coal tuine &en you w e d  
into town? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Was there sane reason h y  you all decided t o  m e  into tam? 

A: W e l l ,  I got tired of the country. I said I w raised in the country 
and I was just tired of it. 

that right? 

A: Yes. And I told him I wnted t o  m e .  

Q: And so you all decided to m e .  

A: Y e s .  

Q: Md you b y  the place or =re you renting? 

A: No, e =re renting. This is the only place we've bau&t. 

Q: k r e  your children born w e r  there then? 

A: No. Well, I had my daugther that is deceased--ell, they both are 
deceased as far  as that goes--Pdith. She m s  born out at the brickyard. 
And my son, he KQS born w e r  here on Stuart Street. They have torn that 
h e  d m .  In the last year, they have tom that house d m .  Every 
time I 'd pass by there, if I ' m  w i t h  s-e, I'll say, 'There's where my 
son m s  born. " 

Q: Is that right? So you w e d  to  Eighteenth Street t o  Stuart? 

A: Over on Stuart Street, yes. 

Q: h t  m s  that neighborhood like? 

A: Well, it wis mixed. Anl there's a a t e  f a d l y  still living over 
there. 
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Q: Is that sight? And they've been living there? 

A: Yes. 

Q: You don't h u w  their nane do you? 

A: No, I don't. 

Q: Did they have children? 

A: Yes, they did, 

Q: Did your children and their's play together? 

A: Well, saneths .  They =re bad on saying nigger . They m l d  play a 
while, a d  then they muld fight and say nigger . Tnat ' s the mrd they 
used, nQger. 

Q: And your children didn' t t& fht.  

A: k. You see, they'd start fiat-. 

Q: Haw long did you live out on Stuart, do you recall? 

A: I don't know. 

Q: About tm, three, four, five years? 

A: Maybe about five years. 

Q: About *en did you m e  to this place where you are now, you and your 
husband mxre here with your fmily? 

A: ah, e 've been here for about 47 years. 

Q: And I think you told me that this is the place yrxl bought. 

A: Yes. 

Q: that: sort of neighborhood m s  this? 

A: It was mixed. And the white f d l y  the second door kan here, their 
children Ere bad on hollering nigger and m t e d  t o  fight. You see that 
was the only white f d l y .  The rest E r e  all Negroes. 

Q: Did yau buy this house fran a black person or fran white? 

A: Wte, £ran a real estate lady. 

Q: Do yrxl think the vhites resented yau wing  in, or by the t h e  you 
moved m s  the neighborhood so mixed that it didn't matter mch? 

A: W e l l ,  I really don' t lam. In those days the white people =we 
really death on saying, "Niggex, mt t o  fi&t?" 
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Q: Is that right? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Besides your hnusewrk and taking care of your children 
any other type of wrk? 

I never have. 

Have you caw up across rruch discrimination? 

bll, not too w h .  

20 

., did you do 

Do yau think the fact that you have not been out wrking . . . 
I think that had a lot to  do w i t h  it, yes. 

Well, d m t  about your children? Did Edith grow t o  be an adult? 

oh, Yes. Edi th  w 38 dmn she d i d .  

Lhat kind of mrk did she do? 

She mrked at a hotel, a maid at the hotel. 

Do you recall d i c h  hotel? 

I think it ws the Leland. 

Your son, Mr. Hale, he ~ n t  to  Iles, t o  Feitshans. 

And he mt a year to Springfield Hi&h. 

I know he wrks for the State now. Is that what he has dmys done? 

No. & wrkd at a drugstore, and just around. 

Did he ever mrk in the mine? 

No, he never did wrk in the mine. 

Did he ever visit the mine? 

No. 

He's like you, k. 

J3e didn' t want no part of the mine. (laughter) 

Did you ever hear them t d k  about discrimination that they've cane up 
Gainst because of their color? 

A: No, never. 
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Q: h t  about pol i t ics?  You've been involved in poli t ics? 

A: No. I 've never cared, only just go and vote. 

Q: May I ask you, d x t  did you vote, hmcrat or Replblican? 

A: Republican. 

Q: Most of the time or a l l  of the time? 

A: All the tirrre. 

Q: Is there sonve reason, may I ask? 

A: No, I don't haw. 

Q: It seems that there are many people &o voted Republican for sane 
tirne, and I 'm just interested in finding out why. 

A: I guess just because my parents E r e  Rephlicans , yau knuw , and I 
just mt on. To t e l l  you the truth, I don't think one party's no better 
than tihe other. 

Q: yau think the fact that this is Lincoln's haw had anything to do 
w i t h  it? 

A: W11, I don't know whether it did or not. 

Q: I notice this picture here that yau have. Naw this is yaur . . . 
A: I'm sorrv i t 's  all in vieces . I lent that to  Ebert Walker. vau haw 
the mail ca rhe r .  He did h e  there an the corner ri&t there-oh Nineteenth 
and S t u a r t .  In k t ,  his widuw is still living there. I had a large 
picture, and they ask IE to  lend it to than so-they could have one Eakn 
of it, and that ' s the my they brm.&t it back. 

Q: Now, this is yaur school picture? 

A: That's nry school picture. 'Ihat's the m y  w looked when R w n t  to 
school. 

Q: That's a good looking picture. You take a very nice picture. This 
ww at  Iles School. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Is this the regular class picture? 

A: It's the class picture. 

Q: It's g o d  you have kept it this long, and if this person didn't  tear 
it up . . . Did you give him a glass-ms it in a frame dmn you gave it 
to him? 
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A: Yes, and that's the way they sent it back. Oh, I was so d! 

Q: And never said anything to you? 

A: Never said anything t o  IIE! I doubt that anyone has got a picture of 
it, ym haw. 

Q: That's un£ortunate. It's a very nice picture. You don't have any 
other pictures of you? 

A: No. 

Q: Now, Mrs. Hale, have yau cane up across any discridnation in the 
hospitals? 

A: In the hospitals? Well, yes, I have because I have been in the 
hospital a nuder of t b s .  I've been in a roan with f i t e s  and they'd 
act like they didn't m t  to be in the room with m, 

Q: WZlat did yau do? Or course you couldn't do an*. 

A: I couldn't do anything. Mter I seen that they didn't want t o  talk 
d be bothered with roe, I just laid there in bed. 

Q: W s  there a time &en they plt in all the colored people together? 

A: Yes. There've been times they'd plt us together and the whites 
togethew. 

Q: Was this on the same floor or in the same roan? 

A: In the same roam. 

Q: But as far as you law, they didn't have a section that was called 
for colored or anything? 

No. 

But they'd try to put all blacks in the same roam. 

Yes. 

Was this true of both hospitals? 

Well, I couldn't say because I 've only been to St. John's. 

Have ytnt wer eaten at any restaurant dawntom in those days? 

A d  they'd act like they didn't writ to sit beside them. 

Is that right? 

Yes. 
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Q: Did you go to  any place &ere they'd turn you out? Wouldn't serve 
yau? 

A: I ~ n t  sorreplace &re they said w don't serve--I can't think of 
where that w at. They said they didn't serve colored. And VE had to 
leave. I just can't remanber now &re that ws at. 

Q: What did yau do w h a  they said they m l d n '  t serve you. Did you just 
leave? 

A: Lk didn't  do nothing. k just cane on out. That's been sane time 
ago, but if I Id go in now and they'd tell me, I 'd tell them sarrrethhg . 
Q: What wuld you do nuw? 

A : k11, I 'd go to smeone, smone like you or saneone like my pastor 
m srmebody who d d  be able to tell ITE something, and tell KE h t  to 
do, and they d d  help me, you how. 

Q: Was the NAACP [National Association for the A i v a t x e r ~ ~ ~ t  of Colored 
People] functioning then? 

A: Yes, I believe it ws. 

Q: After they turned you out, did you try t o  eat a t  any other restaurant 
dotmtown? 

A: Yes, e writ to another place and they served us. 

Q: lbt about the mies? D i d  y m  go to  the theater rmch d x n  yau =re 
. . . 
A: No, I 've never cared for it. 

Q: So yau muldn't hw too msch abwt . . . 
A: No, I 've never cared for the rmvies . 
Q: What about yaur children? 

A: a, they'd go, they have wnt. 

Q: Did they say whether or not they carne across discrimination? 

A: Yes, &en they'd go in. My granddaughter, not-- just before she got 
rmnied, no, since she's been m i e d  she and her husbard mt to  a s h w  
uptcrwn saneplace. lkzd she w s  telling about the old white boys tJhat they 
muld do, you how, walkimg by than and stepping on their feet, you how. 
And they =re thrawing peanuts or sanething at them,  you knuw. Of course, 
and my dau&ter told them &at she d d  do and her husband, tm. 

Q: People are just  an and s i l ly .  
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A: Yes. 

Q: What w s  l i f e  like raising children back in those times? 

A: Well, Merend, they ~ r e n ' t  like they are now. You know, VE could 
go and t e l l  their parents i f  they did anything and their parents m l d  
just tear than u p - ~ p  them. But now, I m l d n ' t  think about going to  
t e l l  s m n e  i f  I saw their child do anything. 

A: &, because these mothers, they're so radical. My goodness! 

Q: Did you buy your children's clothes or did you make them? 

A: No, I bought than. I don't hw how to  sew. I how how to patch. 

Q: D i d  children s e a  to  be more obedient: to  adults and respectful? 

A : Yes, more then than now. 

Q: Muat do you think is the cause of th is ,  Mrs. Hale? 

A: k11,  I thhk it 's because their parents don't talk to them, you 
haw, when they're c m h g  up, and they don't stay hare w i t h  h. Half 
of these parents, they really don' t stay harae w i t h  the children, and the 
children just run the nei&borhood and they go anyplace they mt to  go. 
I really don't h u w  &at to  say. And their parents, they don't Sean t o  
care. I know WE have s a  children that c a ~ s  to  our chwch, and you 
h o w ,  they can't play-- just kids, you h w - a n d  they got on the piano and 
bang, bang. I 've mt and I have taken thm off a tirne ow t w  and I 've 
even closed the lid dawn so they can't play it a d  tear the piano up. If 
you've seen yaur children on a piano playing, and know, too, that they 
can't play, male them get off. But I 've had sare  mthers [say] , 'That's 
not your piano." 

Q: You think the attitude of the parents has sanething to do with the 
behavhr of t b  children? 

A: Yes, I do. "She can play i f  she wmts to." And then one tirrre the 
child wt back d t e r  I closed it and she raised it up a d  started playing 
it again--& mother just sat there. I did, too, I didn' t try to . . . 
Q: People are very easy to get angry w i t h  s a ~ b a d y  talking to their 
children. 

A: Oh, yes, very W k .  I know at the Boar's Club W a y  night, Sunday 
wek ago, the war m k s ,  w had a tea there and not lolowing that they 
didn't have a piano or I wuldn't have E n t .  They've got one there, h t  
said the children have tom it up. There 's only about four or five keys 
that w i l l  play, so they had a padlock on it. 

Q: Mx mthers, this brings rrr; to  another question I mtd to ask yat. 
Did your son go into the service? 
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A: Yes, and l i t t l e  Harry m s  in the service and my grandson Larry, a l l  
three of than =re in the service. That's my g randdwte r  and her 
husband. 

Q: Did your son go overseas? 

Q: J3ow lag did he stay, do you recall? 

A: Just tw years. You see he m s  drafted. He didn't enlist.  

Q: k didn' t volunteer. 

A: No, he didn't volunteer. 

Q: So he spent his tm years and got out. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Now &at do these war mothers do nuw? 

A: W make gammts, E make aprons for them, and w send boxes to the 
veterans, and WE help the soldiers here. k t  I+E mstly help the soldiers 
in--= go t o  Lincoln, katur ,  Cbnpaign--arul E fix a box, nice boxes of 
clothing. And w send shoes, anything that w can get that 's decent. bk 
don't serd no rags or nothing like that. And w serd than chewing gun--no 
candy-cigars . 
Q: Where do you send this, to  the veteran's hospital? 

A: Yes. Atld we'll have our natne aml where it ccme f rcm and everything. 
lhen they will send us a card, a thank you, to  l e t  us how that they 
received it. 

Q: Do you serd it to just  one veteran hane, or as m y  as you can afford? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I h x e  do you generally serd? Do you send to  Danville? 

A: Yes. 

Q: b h t  about Quincy? 

A: Yes, m have W y ,  too, on aur list. 

Q: Do y still hare one up in Dwight, Illinois--of course, that was a 
veteran s hospital. 

A: Yes. I don't ranember us sending any there. 

Q: As wr mthers have you all ever written any le t ter  t o  the gwenmmt 
about editions? 
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A: kll, w write le t ters  t o  the gwe-t &never w wmt  a tag, and 
he w i l l  gladly answr back. He sends us a very nice le t te r  back. Lk 
w i l l  write to  him and tell him h t  day w m l d  like to  have, and he 
w i l l  gladly write back and t e l l  us that that day w i l l  be open and that 
can tag that day. 

Q: Now hen they b e  these state fairs during the wmth of hgus t  , 
don't they have a special day, the wir mthers , a veteran's day? WZlen 
they have a veteran's day, do the xar mthers . . . 

l h n  out? Yes. S a w  of then do and sclrne of than don't. 

Is there anything else that  w x  mothers do? How often do you m e t ?  

Twice a mmth--the second and fourth W a y .  

Is this a morning meting? 

In the evening. 

Where do you generally meet? 

Various h m s ,  whoever w i l l  take us. 

Yes. all, E have never asked anyone else, ht it 's m s t l y  mmng 
just our mahers. 

Q: About how long do you  netings usually l as t?  

A: Oh, it'll las t  . . . ='re slIppose to  meet a t  ei&t o'clock. 

Q: Eiat o'clock in the evening? 

Q: Is that right? That's late,  isn' t i t ?  

A: It is. It's late. I really think i t 's  too la te  for us, lut that's 
when w met. And sat imes  w don't get out unti l  ten, ten-thirty. 
This past M a y  w didn't get o u t - - m y  involved. (lau&tex) Ran the 
tea, you h o w .  (laughter) 

Q: kbat time did yau ever get out? 

A: I almys c a l l  my granddaughter---er I go aut and I cane in she 
wants m to  call her, and let her how that I ' m  all right, you know. I 
called her before I l e f t  hare, d I said, "Evelyn, I'm going to  a mr 
mther 's meting tmi&t. k've  got fifteen cents to count and I may not 
get in unti l  three o'clock in  the mrning ." (laughter) She just screamsd. 

Q: And did this prove t o  be true? 
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A: kll, I didn't get ham until  a quarter after  eleven. My goodness ! 

Q: And this mney frm this tea, this is h t  you w i l l  take to  buy these 
things? 

A: Yes ,  and to  send our officers off t o  the different meetings. They're 
in m a g o  nuw, to  aux state meting. 

Q: Have yau ever been an officer ammg the m r  tmthers? 

A: I've only been our sergeant-at-arms. I could ham been secretary, 
but I didn't care for it. 

Q: Did you ever go off to  represent your group at  same of the meetings? 

A: No, only v h n  VE uet here at the Leland Hotel, &en the state mt 
here, ~ 1 1 ,  I turned out w i t h  them then. It ms very nice; I really did 
enjoy it, the meetings, you how. I started t o  go w i t h  them Sunday to  
Chicago, but oh, I said I better stay ham. I 'm kind of afraid of my 
newbors  there next door, so I didn't how whether they'd break in or 
h t  they'd do, you knw. And *en I go out and cane in, sane of the 
vmen w i l l  cane in w i t h  nu3 , you hw, until I look ad. 

Q: You don't go out too rmch at  night. 

A: No. I 've got t o  be out this reek; vie started revival l as t  night. I 
didn't  go l a s t  night because there E r e  too many cars parM out here. 
And they'd naturally see UE go aut when I fastened my door. The police 
had been over there, so I was kind of afraid to  leave hcme last night. 
b t  I 'm go* to  leave h- early tonight. I 'm going wer t o  my son's 
and then I'm going £ran there on to  church. 

Q: kkre do you go to  church? 

A:  Pleasant &we. Look a t  that picture there. That's when w had our 
ceremony. 

Q: This is your ground breaking? 

A: Yes. a, m've got a lo t  mre--different k-Lnd. 'Ihat 's the one I 
bou&t. 

Q: Oh, they sold these. 

A : Yes ,  only they got different kinds. 'Ihey got than with the breaking 
the $pmd. 

Q: You are looking. forward to  going to your new sanctuary then? 

A: Yes. Maybe sotneday, I ' m  just asking the Lord to  let m be a r d  
saneplace so I can go in, march in with the choirs. 

Q: Lhat about the depression? D i d  that affect ymr family w h ?  
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A: Well, yes it did. 

Q: k s  your husband still mrlcing in the coal mine then? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did he get laid off or h t ?  

A: No, he never did get laid off or anything. Came out of the mine, he 
just simply quit t~orking and he got tired. And then he started a t  the 
brickyards, Poston Brickyard out here. 

Q: Could you get things t o  buy during the depression? 

A: There e r e  things that you cauldn' t get, yes. 

Q: Did you have nrrmey in the bank, or did yau lose any m e y ?  

A: No, I had mmey in the bank, but didn't lose any. 

Q: D i d  you draw it out, or did you l e t  it remain? 

A: k let it r e i n .  

Q: That's good, because there's sane people dm lost . . . 
A: Yes, so m y .  

Q: Your children a t  that time =re in school? 

A: Yes. 

Q: How did it effect you and effect your family? Do you recall? What I 
mean is, did yuu have mmey to  buy things and you couldn't get it? 

A: That was it. Had unney to buy, k t  couldn' t get it. We had a shortage 
of coal, fuel, p how. W had mney to buy, but E couldn't get it. 
And I r d r  I e n t  and stayed w i t h  my sister, stayed w i t h  her a wek--the 
whole family. 

Q: &cause you couldn't get coal? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: %ere ms your sister living? 

A: She ws living up here on B r o w  Street  across the tracks, across the 
railroad tracks. 

Q: kre the coal miners mrking? 

A: Y e s .  They e r e  wrking lxlt they ~ r e n ' t  selling the coal. You just 
couldn't get it. 
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And, of course, a t  that time most people used coal for heating plrposes. 

Yes. 

Let's hope samething l ike that doesn't happen again. 

oh my* 

Did your sister use coal? 

Yes. 

About when did you s t a r t  using gas? Was it w h  mre recent? 

Yes, I 've been using gas for a manber of yeaxs. 

After you stayed ht mek, did you a l l  cane back? Did you get coal? 

& got coal. 

h d  this ~nas the only tine yau had to go off because you couldn't get 
coal? 

A: Yes .  

Q: During that time, about how much was your husband ' s ~ e k l y  salary? 

A: Oh, it wn't too rmch, k t  still things wren't high like they are 
nuw, and viere high too, for d ~ t  they -re making. 

Q: Did you have a garden in the backyard? 

A: Yes, e had a garden. 

Q: D i d  yau do nuch canning? 

A: I've never cared for cannimg. My neigMbors m l d  can for m. I have 
fruit trees ncm, in the back and I'll give them the fruit and they'll  can 
for JE. 
Q: bhat about streetcars? 

A: Yes, that's sanething I want t o  tell you about, streetcars. Now the 
streetcar used to run out here to the end of South Grand right there to 
the railroad. 

Q: That's right at the Poston Brick place there. 

A: No, it didn't go my out there. 

Q: It didn't go that far? 

A: No, just up here where that large building is at h n t i e t h  and South 
Grand. 
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A: Just right there. 

A: Yes. And you how, carfare used to  be a nickel. 

Q: Ran here to tom. 

A : Fkm hre  to town, and you could get a transfer with it. 

Q: My, my. Did they hare just one? These streetcars e r e  they the 
e l e c t r i d .  kind, or e r e  they rw by . . . 
A: The trolley you lam. 

Q: &out how often wuld you ride t h a n  to  tom? 

A: W e l l ,  I don't know. mew t h  I . . . 
Q: 1 mean, did you ride than often? 

A: Yes, I used to wide than qgite often. And only five cents. 

Q: About when did they stop using streetcars, do yau recall? 

A: They wid go strai&t to  South Grand with than. They'd go to Eleventh 
and South Grand, they ' d go that far and then turn. 

Q: ArKl go north. 

A: Yes. 

Q: How £ax up m l d  it go? 

A: Ch, it d d  go as far as . . . W e  m s  that they made a turn on? 

Q: Did they do up to  Capitol or to  Jefferson or Wison?  

A: I think they tent t o  Madison. 

Q: Do you recall when they stopped us- streekas? 

A: Fb, I can't recal l  when they stoplpd using streetcars. 

Q: Nuw, do p IQIOW where these coal urines =re located around Springfield, 
when say your husband ws mrking? 

A: No, o d y  the one out here, the one called Doolittle. And he wrM 
at Jefferson Coal Mine, but I really don't how just *re it WIS. 

Q: You just didn't like coal mining, so yau just didn't find aut too 
mch about it. 

E d  of Side W, Tape h e  


