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Dave Hagler,  October 6 ,  1978, Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

C l i f f  Wilson, In te rv iewer .  

Q.  Dave, I ' d  like t o  g e t  a l i t t l e  b i t  of background. F i r s t ,  what 
i s  your s o c i a l  background, your s o c i a l  s t a t u s ?  

A .  Well, I ' m  whi te  male ( l augh te r )  which impl ies  some s o r t  of s t a t u s .  
Social background I ' d  say,  would be  t o t a l l y  midd1.e c l a s s  t o  lower 
middle c l a s s .  I ' m  c u r r e n t l y  a s t u d e n t .  

Q.  And what is  your r e l i g i o u s  background? 

A .  Raised a Methodist ,  l o o s e l y  I ' d  say,  bu t  now a p r a c t i c i n g  agnos t i c  
I would have t o  say.  

Q. Do you have any d e f i n i t e  p o l i t i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n s ?  

A. Registered Democrat. 

Q. Do you cons ider  yourse l f  a  l i b e r a l  o r  a conserva t ive?  

A. Yes, I would say a  l i b e r a l ,  i f  anything.  

Q. How l i b e r a l  would you cons ider  your se l f ?  

A .  Oh, near  Communist L ibe ra l .  ( l augh te r )  

Q. How i s  your family r e l a t i o n s h i p ?  A r e  you c l o s e  wi th  your family? 

A .  Not a t  a l l .  Absolutely no t .  

Q. Were you? 

A. Never. ( l augh te r )  

Q. Even as a c h i l d ?  

A .  Even as a c h i l d .  ( l augh te r )  No, i n  a l l  f a i r n e s s ,  I have very  
l i t t l e  family. My mother is  I t h i n k ,  my only r e l a t i v e  except f o r  
one very s e n i l e  and anc ien t  grandfa ther ,  bu t  we a r e  not  c l o s e  a t  a l l .  

Q. Would you c a r e  t o  t e l l  me about your profess ion  o r  p ro fe s s ions ,  
p a s t  and p re sen t?  

A .  Well, l i k e  I s a i d ,  c u r r e n t l y  I am a s tuden t .  P r i o r  t o  1973, I 
was i n  school .  I worked part- t ime i n  a l i b r a r y  and gene ra l ly  d i d n ' t  
work a t  a l l .  During t h e  Dan Walker a $ n i n i s t r a t i o n  I was an execut ive  
correspondent i n  t h e  governor 's office. When t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  
changed, and Thompson took o f f i c e ,  I was no t  dismissed but  edged ou t  
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w i th  s e v e r a l  o t h e r  a f f i l i a t e s  of t h e  Democratic Pa r ty .  So s i n c e  1976 
I have t r a v e l e d ,  been i n  Texas; Ca l i fo rn i a ,  F lo r ida ,  Maine; and 
b a s i c a l l y  done nothing except  r e l a x .  And when I re turned  t o  I l l i n o i s  
decided t o  come b a c k - t o  school  and make a success  of myself ,  

Q. When you say no t  dismissed,  bu t  edged o u t ,  what do you mean? 

A. Case i n  po in t .  The o f f i c e  I was a t ,  we were b a s i c a l l y  concerned 
wi th  answering c o n s t i t u e n t  correspondence, s ta te-wide and nation-wide 
when i t  occurred.  During t h e  l a s t  few days of t h e  admin i s t r a t i on  
p r i o r  t o  t h e  genera l  e l e c t i o n  when we knew t h a t  t h e  new governor 's  
people would be coming i n  as a t r a n s i t i o n  fo rce ,  our  o f f i c e  of twenty- 
one people came down t o  t h r e e  people,  people were farmed out  of t h e  
bureaucracy i n  t h e  d i f fe ren t  departments,  and I was one of t h e  remain- 
i n g  th ree .  But we s t i l l  had t h e  same work load  t h a t  we had before .  
When your work load  goes up by--what seven hundred per  cent  overnight-- 
i t ' s  not  very encouraging. P lus  when you know t h a t  a Republican 
admin i s t r a t i on  i s  coming i n  another  month and a h a l f ,  you j u s t  f i g u r e  
i t ' s  time t o  go, and so I q u i t .  I w a s  never  f i r e d  from any work. 

Q. When did  you have your f i r s t  anti-war f e e l i n g s ?  

A. Well, t h a t ' s  odd because I remember i t  very  d i s t i n c t l y .  It was 
r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  Democratic convention i n  1968. P r i o r  t o  t h a t ,  I 
pe r sona l ly  was very r e s e n t f u l  of t h e  Kennedy nomination and h i s  
a s s a s s i n a t i o n .  Af t e r  t h a t  t ime, I s t a r t e d  t o  r e a l l y  look i n t o  t h e  
McCarthy and McGovern thing.  But a f t e r  t h e  convention, which i f  
y o u ' l l  remember was coupled wi th  t h e  Czechoslovakian u p r i s i n g  and t h e  
Russian i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  you, o r  a t  l e a s t  I, s t a r t e d  t o  develop some 
very,  very s t r a n g e  ideas .  And t h i s  was unusual,  too.  Most of my 
f r i e n d s  were very  conserva t ive .  My family background was a l l  con- 
s e r v a t i v e ,  t o  t h e  person. I n  f a c t  I would say up u n t i l ,  we l l ,  1972, 
everyone i n  my family but  myself voted f o r  Nixon and t h a t  was, I ' m  
su re ,  t he  same case  i n  1968. And so  i n  t h e i r  conserva t ives  f o l l i e s ,  
I ' d  say  1968 i s  when I f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t o  become gene ra l ly  aware t h a t  
t h e r e  was something r o t t e n  i n  V ie t  Nam. 

Q.  Who d id  you support o r  d i d  you support  any candida tes  dur ing  the  
1968 e l e c t i o n ?  

A .  Well, t h e  t h i n g  i n  1968, 1 was then  seventeen,  and s o  I was too  
young t o  vote ,  bu t  t h e  age was twenty-one then  anyhow. A s  a ma t t e r  
of  f a c t ,  I supported George Wallace. ( l augh te r )  But i t  was tough, 
I n  a l l  i n  a l l ,  I f i g u r e  j-f I would-haye votred In  1968, probably would 
have ended up vo t ing  f o r  Richard Nixon. B U ~  bea r  i n  mind-,; Hubert 
Humphrey was not  a l i b e r a l  i n  1968 as f a r  as t h e  war was concerned. 
But when you ' re  seventeen yea r s  o l d , a f t e r  a l l ,  you kind of indulge  
a person t o  a degree.  That d i d  i t  too ,  a dramatic  t u r n  around i n  
1972. 

Q. Were you personal ly  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  war? 
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A. I n i t i a l l y ,  yes .  I was e ighteen  and i n  high school .  I th ink  I ' v e  
mentioned t h a t  t o  you before .  I had t o  r e g i s t e r  f o r  t h e  d r a f t ,  and 
i t  was r e a l l y  a  shocking th ing ,  because T s a t  i n  a  very  secu re  spo t .  
I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  t o t a l l y  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m i l i t a r y  consc r ip t ion  
was a r e a l i t y .  And when I went down t o  t h e  Wrigley Building,  I rode 
t h e  e l e v a t o r  up, and walked i n  and you j u s t  g e t  t h i s  l i t t l e  card with 

-- 

a heading on i t .  It 's about . . . . 
Q. About t h e  s i z e  of an index card? 

A. Yes, i t ' s  not--1'11 show i t  t o  you i n  a  b i t  i f  I can f i n d  i t .  
But, anyhow, i t  was then and t h e r e .  Things s t a r t e d  t o  break p r e t t y  
f a s t  t h a t  year  because t h a t ' s  when we a l l  graduated from high school .  
I remember g e t t i n g  my, I t h i n k  i t  was 1-s deferment,  because I was a  
high school  s tuden t  and I was even too  young f o r  a 2-s. Then I knew 
t h a t  something was wrong and it was j u s t  i n  that previous yea r  t h a t  
t h e  Johnson people had s t a r t e d  changing t h e  d r a f ~ . p r i o r i t i e s .  P r i o r  
t o ,  I b e l i e v e  i t  was 1969, 1968 o r  1969, I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n ,  t h e  twenty- 
s i x  year  o l d s  were t h e  f i r s t  people chosen, whether they were married 
o r  n o t ,  o r  whether they  had dependents o r  n o t ,  they  were t h e  f i r s t  
t o  go. Right about t h e  t ime 1 got  my d r a f t  ca rd ,  which was i n  March 
of 1969, they  switched over  and s t a r t e d  d r a f t i n g  t h e  n ine t een  year  
o l d s  f i r s t .  So anyhow, a t  t h a t  t ime,  I had graduated from high  school  
i n  1969, a  few people I knew had jo ined  t h e  s e r v i c e  and everybody 
s t a r t e d  t o  d r i f t  away. Other than  t h a t  a t  t h a t  t ime n o t  too  much. 
1 made up my mind t o  go t o  school ,  obviously because I d i d n ' t  p a r t i -  
c u l a r l y  want t o  go i n t o  t h e  s e r v i c e .  I even a t  one time considered 
jo in ing  t h e  National  Guard, which a t  t h a t  po in t  i n  t ime was very  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  g e t  i n t o ,  because, w e l l ,  i t  was j u s t  a f t e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
t h e  1968 "Tet," i n  March of 1968, I t h i n k ,  I ' m  no t  c e r t a i n .  And 
needless  t o  say  t h e  Navy, A i r  Force,  and t h e  National  Guard had 
wa i t i ng  l is ts  of people who d i d n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  want t o  ge t  type  of 
ground duty i n  V ie t  Nam. I had a f r i e n d ,  a  f r i e n d ' s  b ro the r  who w a s  
i n  t he  National  Guard,and s a i d ,  "Look, i f  you make your dec i s ion  
r i g h t  away, I t h i n k  I might be  a b l e  t o  g e t  you in.' '  But i t  s t i l l  
e n t a i l e d  a  s i x  year  commitment, and l i k e  i n  t h e  end I decided not  
t o  go i n t o  i t  anyway. Because I got lucky t h e  next  year .  

Q. You mentioned a  2-s discharge ,  what 's  t h a t ?  

A. A 2-s i s  a deferment f o r  a  fu l l - t ime s tuden t ,  who i s  i n  co l l ege .  
You were allowed a 2-s--again t h e  r u l e s  had changed about  t h e  t ime I 
entered  co l l ege .  You were allowed a 2-s so long a s  you maintained a 
f u l l  load ,  which I b e l i e v e  would be the equiva len t  of twelve hours .  
1 could be mistaken, i t  might be a  f u l l  load  i n  terms of being a b l e  
t o  complete your degree program i n  four  years .  Mainly I b e l i e v e  
f i f t e e n  semester hours .  You had t o  main ta in ,  I th ink ,  a 2.0 grade 
average,  and you were only allowed p r i o r  t o ,  I guess 1968, 1967 ,  you 
w e r e  allowed deferments a s  long  a s  you were i n  school .  That means 
you could go f o r  your graduate  work, bu t  by t h e  t ime I entered  you 
were allowed undergraduate programming and no more. 
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Q. How d id  t h e  war i n  V ie t  Nam a f f e c t  your f r i e n d s ,  your c l o s e  f r i e n d s ?  

A .  A l l  r i g h t ,  t h a t ' s  an i n t e r e s t i n g  ques t ion .  I ' d  say t h a t  was a 
very powerful motivat ion on my p a r t .  It motivated me t o  become a 
b i t  more a c t i v e  i n  t h e  movement, simply because when t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t  
l o t t e r y  popped up I was i n  t h e  second. And almost t o  a person, my 
f r i e n d s  t h a t  were i n  t h a t  t h a t  year--they would have been born i n  
1950--came up wi th  bad numbers. They were p r o j e c t i n g  a t  t h a t  t ime 
t h a t  numbers up t o ,  I b e l i e v e ,  125 were almost guaranteed d r a f t e e s ,  
and at t h a t  c u r r e n t  quota l e v e l .  And l i k e  I had one f r i e n d  t h a t  
came up number 6.  1 had two f r i e n d s  t h a t  came up i n  t h e  f o r t i e s ,  
and another  one t h a t  came up i n  t h e  seven t i e s ,  and I t h i n k  I had 
another  one r i g h t  around t h e  125  mark. These w e r e  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  
you know. They weren't  acquaintances.  I t h i n k ,  almost t o  a person, 
they  came up wi th  j u s t  t e r r i b l e  numbers. The only t h i n g  t h a t  saved 
them all--none of them got  d r a f t e d  i n  t h e  end--as a ma t t e r  of f a c t ,  
because they  were a l l  c o l l e g e  s tuden t s  l i k e  I was. And, of course ,  
t h e  deferment put  them o f f  t h r e e  yea r s ,  and by t h a t  time t h e  war had 
wound down enough. And t h e r e  were enough troops--but 1'11 g e t  i n t o  
t h a t  later--enough t roops  i n  t h e  system by t h a t  t ime t o  g ive  them a 
bounty. 

Q .  How d i d  t h e  d r a f t  l o t t e r y  work a t  t h a t  time? 

A .  Well, t h e  f i r s t  l o t t e r y  w a s  con t ingen t ,  t o t a l l y  on t h e  n ine teen  
year  o l d s ,  i f  you would have been born i n  1950. And a l l  t h e  b i r thdays  
were thrown i n t o  a--I don ' t  b e l i e v e  i t  w a s  a f ishbowl,  bu t  a t  random 
and drawn out  one a t  a time. And f o r  example, i f  you were, I b e l i e v e  
i n  t he  f i r s t  l o t t e r y ,  i f  you were born on September 1 9 ,  1950, you 
were number one. A l l  people--all  n ine t een  year  o l d s  born on t h a t  
day were t h e  f i r s t  b i r t hdays .  The f i r s t  people d r a f t e d  a r e  c a l l e d  
t o  s e r v i c e .  The next  day then  they  would draw another  day which 
would be say December 15. And rhey'd go through i t , - fhree hundrA -- - 
and s i x t y  f i v e  days. And a s  a r e s u i t  -you had your deferemeht.  I f  
you had a deferment you were exempted u n t i l  t h e  nex t  yea r .  But on,  
and on, and on, and so i t  appeared i f  you were p a s t  125 i n  t h e  f i r s t  
one you were s a f e .  The second l o t t e r y ,  which i s  t h e  one I w a s  i n ,  
they d i d  some a l t e r a t i o n s  and they  escaped me. I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  
exac t ly ,  it was pr imar i ly  t h e  sameqthing. It went by b i r thdays .  
Again i f  you were n ine t een  and d i d n ' t  have a deferment and you had 
one of t hose  low numbers, you had t o  t a l k .  

Q. What w a s  your l o t t e r y  number? 

A .  I came up wi th  number 296, which wqs beyond the+uquest ionabI~; .  
-- . , .-&. / 

s a f e .  J u s t  no problem. 

Q. Why d i d  you have anti-war f e e l i n g s ?  

A. A t  f i r s t  i t  w a s  a personal  t h ing .  I would have t o  say r u l e  of 
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thumb. And then  i t  j u s t  began to--personally 1 ' m  f e e l i n g ,  I ' m  wonder- 
i ng  was t h i s  breaking up a l o t  of my f r i e n d s h i p s ,  i s  t h i s  s t a r t i n g  t o  
i n t e r f e r e  with-my personal  p l easu res .  And r_hen it  s r a r t e d  LO b_e. toa  
much of a c o n t r a s t .  You c o i l d n ' t  j u s t i f y  t h e  things t h a t  were going 
on. I had a ,  I b e l i e v e ,  t h i r d  o r  f o u r t h  cousin who j u s t ,  g o t  - 
shipped home i n  a box. It was not  a t raumat ic  t h ing  cause I d i d n ' t  
know t h e  guy. But I was beginning t o  wonder why t h i s  guy d ied .  A 
f e l l ow I went t o  k indergar ten  w i t h x ~ z  k i l l e d  i n  the-- i t  was i n  t h e  summer 
of 1969. No, it was i n  1968. I t a k e  t h a t  back, i t  was p r i o r  t o  t h a t .  
H e  had dropped o u t  of h igh  school  and e n l i s t e d ,  and h e  got  shipped 
back i n  a box. Now, t h i s  was s t a r t i n g  t o  be  a l i t t l e  r i d i c u l o u s .  
And then  you s t a r t  t o ,  of course,  maturing, and a t  t h a t  t ime is p a r t  
of i t  too .  But a s  you look  a t  i t  you go, "something i s  wrong he re , "  
and then  you were l o s t  i f  you ' re  say  i n  an American Legion convention. 
Give an  adequate  explana t ion  of why t h e  war i s  going on. Beyond t h a t  
i t  was a snowball e f f e c t .  There were s o  many i n c o n s i s t e n c i e s  i n  a l l  
t h a t  w r i t i n g  down And when i t  came out  t h a t  they had bombed Hanoi, i t  
j u s t  d i d n ' t  make any sense .  * W e  were going nowhere. We were beyond 
p a t r i o t i s m  you know, o r  something e l s e  t h a t  was more sens ib l e .  

Q. Were you a p a c i f i s t  o r  j u s t  an t i -Vie t  Nam? 

A. I would say  i t  was anti-America, i f  i t  was anything.  I t ' s  p r e t t y  
tough when you were r a i s e d  t o  t h i n k  t h a t  . . . you were r a i s e d  i n  a 
p a t r i o t i c  sense.  I t h i n k  t h a t  t h e  United S t a t e s  i s  a p r e t t y  swe l l  
p l ace ,  and then  t o  s i t  t h e r e  and go, "It's not  t r u e .  You c a n ' t  do 
t h a t .  You c a n ' t  do t h a t .  Tha t ' s  n o t  t h e  way i t ' s  done." And i t  w a s  
r e f l e c t e d  i n  so many ways o t h e r  than  j u s t  t h e  V-iet Nam War. The 
Vie t  Nam War seems t o  have h i t  t h e  iceberg  so t o  speak. Af t e r  so  
many moments of r e j e c t i o n  j u s t  by t h e  way you Look, and then  you s e e  
a government t h a t ' s  i l l e g i t i m a t e ,  and I knew t h e  government was 
i l l e g i t i m a t e  a t  t h a t  t ime. You g e t  to t h e  po in t  where you c a n ' t  
r e l a t e  t o  it anymore, and you a r e  forced out  of f e a r  t o  r e s ign .  

Q.  Were you involved i n  any p o l i t i c a l  movements t o  t r y  and change 
o r  h e l p  t h e  government? 

A .  Nothing t e r r i b l y  organized.  When I w a s  a t  ISU [ I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
Univers i ty]  and 1 ' d  say t h e r e  wasn ' t  much o rgan iza t ion  a l l  i n  a l l ,  
no th ing  t h a t  even resembled a committee. We had a few r a l l i e s ,  maybe 
two o r  t h r e e ,  and I p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  them. I remember one of them so 
wel l .  Some f r i e n d s  of mine were somewhat organiz ing  th ings  and made 
a s p e c i a l  s i g n  f o r  me. It was a p lacard ,  i t  was about oh about t h r e e  
f e e t  by two and a h a l f  o r  t h r e e  f e e t ,  and i t  was on a b r i g h t  p ink  
background, and b r i g h t  b lue  Dago l e t t e r s ,  and i t  s a i d ,  "WAR SUCKS!" 
(laugh) I got  t o  c a r r y  t h a t  t o  t h e  demonstration ( l augh te r ) .  I 
remember, i r o n i c a l l y  enough, t h e  guy who gave me  t h a t  s i g n ,  he took 
a snapshot of me and, of course,  I was g iv ing  an index-finger s a l u t e  
i n  t h e  photo. 1 don ' t  know whatever happened t o  him, but  I assume he ' s  
s t i l l  around. He became t h e  Student Body P res iden t  of I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  
( l augh te r )  next  yea r ,  so  i t  was fun.  
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Q. You mentioned o t h e r  r a l l i e s ,  what were they  involved i n ?  

A .  I remember one s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  and i t  was a no to r ious  
f a i l u r e .  It was organized a t  Washington Park. Remarkably, we got 
through from t h a t  p o i n t ,  and I t h i n k  oh, maybe two o r  t h r e e  hundred 
people and they  had no support  a t  a l l .  Washington Park. Other than  
t h a t ,  t h e r e  was very l i t t l e ,  very  l i t t l e .  

Q. Were t h e s e  j u s t  marches o r  d i d  they  involve  any o t h e r  . . . 
A. Nothing, no th ing  of a  s i g n i f i c a n t  na tu re .  I had noth ing  t o  do 
with t h a t  Nat ional  P re s s  i n  anyth ing  we d id .  Some of  t h e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
d id ,  dl r i g h t .  1 worked i n  one i n  ISU a f t e r  I went t h e r e  and was 
no to r ious .  Caught a l o t  of n a t i o n a l  p l ay ,  I be l i eve  i n  1959 because 
they  were one of t h e  few u n i v e r s i t i e s  i n  t h e  country who would no t  
g ive  s tudent  r eco rds  t o  t h e  S e l e c t i v e  Serv ice .  And a s  a  resu l t - -1  
t ake  t h a t  back, they  would no t  g ive  records  t o  t h e  S e l e c t i v e  Serv ice  
un le s s  a s tudent  reques ted  i t ,  and a s  a  r e s u l t ,  t h e  Draf t  Board was 
d r a f t i n g  people l i k e  mad and i t  was a  b i g  cop out  a t  t h e  t ime,  The 
Moratorium too ,  a t  ISU, I believe--no t h e  Cambodian invas ion  t h a t  we 
have on f i lm.  That ' s  s o r t  of t h e  sent iment  up t h e r e ,  and son of a 
gun t h a t  was j u s t  be fo re  I went back and t h e  (veh ic l e  pass ing) .  They 
got a l l  t h e  p o l i c e ,  he re ,  and t h e  P o l i c e  Chief of Normal dec lared  a 
curfew immediately and s t randed  something l i k e  f i v e  o r  s i x  thousand 
s t u d e n t s  on t h e  Quadrangle. And, of course,  Normal P o l i c e  had no 
a u t h o r i t y  t o  come on s t a t e  proper ty ,  and anybody t h a t  t r i e d  t o  go back 
t o  t h e i r  r e s idence  h a l l  o r  t o  t h e i r  apartment o r  t h e i r  home was 
a r r e s t e d .  And i t  got kind of s t i c k y  up t h e r e .  S t a t e  p o l i c e  surrounded-- 
pu t  a c i r c l e  around t h e  f lagpole-- the f l a g  came awful ly low. It was 
t i m e  . 
Q. What was t h e  Quadrangle? 

A. Quadrangle? I t 's  j u s t  a  c losed ,  a n  a r e a  i n  t h e  c e n t e r  of campus 
wi th  a  r ec t ang le .  It has a v i l l a g e ;  laundry,  t h e  l i b r a r y ,  a t  t h a t  
t ime admin i s t r a t i on  bu i ld ing ,  classrooms; p r e t t y  fundamental concept.  

Q. What w e r e  your f e e l i n g s  of Army ROTC on campus? 

A .  Bad. (laugh) I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  d i d n ' t  have i t .  It w a s  probably 
one of t h e  only u n i v e r s i t i e s  t h a t  d i d  no t .  My personal  opinion was 
t h a t  i t  was a  d i sgus t ing  s o r t  of t h ing ,  and 1'm glad  they  d i d n ' t  have 
it. I would no t  have p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  i t .  I t h i n k  I had one o r  two 
acquaintances that did  when I first went t o  the  Univers i ty  of I l l i n o i s  
when we got  ou t  of high school .  I th ink  they  l a s t e d  f o r  a semester  
be fo re  they t o l d  them t h a t  they  were no longer  i n t e r e s t e d .  A l l  i n  a l l ,  
no i n t e r e s t  a t  a l l .  

Q. When you heard about t h e  invas ions  of Laos and Cambodia, what 
were your r e a c t i o n s  t o  t h a t ?  
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A. Total d i s g u s t ,  abso lu t e ly .  It was fou l .  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  what s e t  
o f f - - i t  hadn ' t  t o t a l l y  s o l i d i f i e d  i n  my th ink ing  a s  far a s  anti-war-- 
and I b e l i e v e  i t  was t h e  Cambodian invas ions  a l s o  t h a t  were r e spons ib l e  
f o r  Kent S t a t e  if I ' m  no t  mistaken. That d id  i t ,  t h a t  t u r n s  me o f f .  
By t h a t  t ime, (veh ic l e  pass ing)  I would have been e ighteen  I guess ,  
and I j u s t  s a i d ,  "No more. " It was r i d i c u l o u s .  It had gone beyond-- 
i t  w a s  a r a c i s t  war t o  an ex ten t .  It w a s  a war t h a t  wasn't  geared 
towards anything,  a t o t a l  l i e .  

Q. What was your r e a c t i o n  t o  M a i  La i  and t h e  cour t -mar t ia l  of 
Lieutenant  Cal ley? 

A .  Another t h i n g  t h a t  I--it's funny t o  pu t  t h e s e  th ings  i n t o  a per- 
s p e c t i v e  of s p e c i f i c  events--1 can remember d i s t i n c t l y ,  d i s t i n c t l y  
t h e  day I saw the  L i f e  Magazine. I can remember where I was, I can 
remember l i k e  it  was yes te rday .  A f e l l ow t h a t  was i n  t h e  same s o r t  
of dormitory wi th  me went down t o  my room and saw i n  t h e  new L i f e ,  
t h e  p i c t u r e s  of those  people.  That was it. I knew I w a s  a g a i n s t  
t h i s  t h i n g - b e f o r e ,  bu t  i t  was hideous--the arms, (veh ic l e  pass ing)  
anything you could imagine. Cal ley,  a l l  i n  a l l ,  I ' m  g lad  they put  
him away, I don ' t  t h ink  t h a t  h e  was anything unique, bu t  he got 
caught.  The o t h e r  event  had a l r eady  been too  good. I wouldn't want 
t o  s e e  Robert McNamara included even today. 

Q. Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  Cal ley  had o r d e r s  from h ighe r  up? 

A.  It involved o r d e r s  o r  something e l s e .  

Q. Do you t h i n k  General Westmoreland was d i r e c t l y  involved? 

A .  Poss ib ly  n o t  i n  t h a t  s p e c i f i c  i n t e r e s t ,  o r  inc idence ,  bu t  I ' m  s u r e  
t h a t  he  must have condoned i t ,  t h e r e ' s  j u s t  no ques t ions .  Some of 
t h e s e  don't--well you g e t  i n t o  t h e  whole ques t ion  of l eade r sh ip  and 
power s t r u c t u r e  and you j u s t  c a n ' t  imagine g iv ing  a l e a d e r  c a p t a i n  
t h a t  kind of o rde r  ignor ing  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  you ' re  going to--I don ' t  
know.  here's a key method joke t h e r e ,  i t  goes a l l  t h e  way-up t o  t h e  
top.  

Q. Do you b e l i e v e  t h e s e  mass massacres happen q u i t e  o f t en?  

A .  I n  my personal  op in ion ,  yes .  

Q. Do you know any Vie t  Nam ve te rans  o r  p r i s o n e r s  of war? 

A .  POW'S, I don ' t  know any. Vie t  Nam v e t s ,  I know a l o t  of them, i n  
f a c t  one of my roommates f o r  a year  a t  ISU was a V ie t  Nam v e t ,  yes .  

Q. Do you remember any of t h e i r  op in ions  of t h e  War? 

A .  Yes. And i t ' s  funny, even though t h e  war was s t i l l  going on, of 
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course,  t h i s  was a t  t h e  end when we were p r e t t y  much out  of i t .  And 
bear ing  i n  mind t h a t  almost to--almost a l l  of them who never were 
involved i n  any r e a l  s e r i o u s  a c t i o n .  Some of them were, and s o  i t  
was a mistake,  i t  was a joke. I t h i n k  t h e  joke had t o  be t h e  b igges t  
p a r t  of it. They a l l  ha ted  it. A11 of them wished they had never  
been t h e r e .  Only i n  t h e  very  e a r l i e s t  s t a g e s  of t h e  War did  I ever  
meet a (veh ic l e  pass ing)  V i e t  Nam v e t  who t o l d  me we were r i g h t .  

Q. Did any of them be l i eve  t h a t  t h i s  was a war of American imperial ism? 

A .  I don' t  t h i n k  I ever  t a l k e d  t o  a Viet  Nam v e t  t o  t h a t  extent-- 
except ion of one--who would say  thae ,yes .  My roommate who would 
indeed say  t h a t  was okay was one. Other than t h a t ,  I r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  
l i k e  t o  g e t  i n t o  i t  t h a t  much. ( laugh)  You ge t  i n t o  some mighty 
deep thoughts  and c u r r e n t s ,  and a11 t h i s  o t h e r  s t u f f  and so f o r t h  i n  
t h e  in t roduc t ion .  But you ge t  pinned, I t h i n k ,  when you have t o  
spend a few yea r s  i n  t h e  m i l i t a r y ,  and sooner o r  l a t e r  (laugh) i f  you 
corner  it enough it w i l l  jump o u t  and grab you. (laugh) 

Q. Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  was a war of American imperialism? 

A. I n  r e t r o s p e c t ,  no. J u s t  in--and now we g e t  i n t o  something more 
than  a d e f i n i t i o n  of imperialism. We r e a l l y  d i d n ' t  s tand  t o  gain 
very much i n  Vie t  Nam even i f  we conquered it and made i t  a s t a t e .  
So i n  t h a t  con tex t ,  no. 

Q. What was your r e a c t i o n  when P res iden t  Johnson i n  1968 announced 
t h a t  h e  was going t o  s t o p  t h e  bombing of North ( c a r  horns honking) 
Viettlam? , 

A. It was very o p t i m i s t i c .  I can  remember t h a t  very w e l l ,  too .  I 
be l i eve  i t  was nea r ,  shortly--well  I was th ink ing  i t  w a s  j u s t  before  
t h e  P a r i s  Peace Conference began. Optimism, a l o t  of i t ,  and na ive  
optimism as i t  turned ou t .  But I know everyone around was very pleased.  
I was working a t  t h e  l i b r a r y  a t  t h e  t ime,  and when t h e  evening s h i f t  
changed, and I came i n ,  f i v e  o r  six of us  was very p leased  wi th  t h e  
i d e a  that: i t  w a s  going t o  s top ;  and maybe t h i s  war was r e a l l y  over ,  
and gosh, you know, they 've even t a l k e d  about i t .  It came t o  nothing 
and I don' t  t h i n k  t h a t  optimism o r  s p i r i t  o f  optimism l a s t e d  long  but  
they  were back a t  t h e  time. 

Q. That announcement came on October 31, of 1968, which would have 
put  it  about a week o r  so  before  t h e  genera l  e l e c t i o n ,  i n  which 
Humphrey was running, but do you think t h i s  w a s  a p o l i t i c a l  move? 

A .  Could we l l  have been. Could we l l  have been. Knowing Johnson, 
t h a t  w a s  t e n  yea r s  now, t e n  yea r s  l a t e r ,  ye s ,  I ' d  say ,  very l i k e l y .  

Q. Did you a t  t h a t  t ime b e l i e v e  ~umphrey ' s  promise t h a t  he  would 
fo l low through wi th  Johnson's proposa ls ,  and t r y  and end t h e  War as 
soon as--to s t e p  up t h e  P a r i s  Peace Conferences? 
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A .  Well, i t ' s  j u s t  tough t o  judge a t  t h a t  t ime. The war was so nas ty  
then.  I n f l a t i o n  was a  b i g  i s s u e  then  too.  Humphrey was j u s t  too 
t a i n t e d ,  I th ink ,  i t  was j u s t  impossible.  It would have been impos- 
s i b l e  f o r  me t o  s t e p  back and o b j e c t i v e l y  view t h e  s i t u a t i o n  then.  
I don' t  know i f  I could do i t  now. I don ' t  know. I probably suspec- 
t ed  t h a t  i t  was a  p o l i t i c a l  move, but  i t  s t i l l  had t h e  element of 
hope. It wasn't  enough, t o  r e a l l y  know t h e  complicat ions on Johnson. 

Q. Do you remember any of t h e  l o c a l  Anti-War Movement l e a d e r s ?  

A .  I n  Sp r ing f i e ld  t h e r e  weren ' t  any. A t  ISU, I could remember them 
i f  I saw them. I cannot remember t h e i r  names. One fe l low who I ' d  
recognize any time--I'm no t  s u r e  a t  a l l  of h i s  name . . . . See, 
one of t h e  reasons I kind of s tayed  c l e a r  of a l o t  of t h e  people t h a t  
I i d e n t i f i e d  wi th ,  almost t o  t h e  man they were heavy drug u s e r s ,  and 
i t  was j u s t  impossible  t o  s e p a r a t e  t h e  two. And a t  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  
was a r e a l  paranoia  about drugs ,  even mari juana.  Gosh, they were 
p u t t i n g  people i n  j a i l  f o r  i t ,  1 don ' t  know. All i t  took was t o  walk 
around t h e  c e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  campus wi th  long h a i r ,  a b lack  arm band, 
and make yourse l f  conspicuous, and gosh, t h e  s e c u r i t y  was kind of 
t i g h t  then.  So I kept  my d i s t ance .  I don ' t  know. And when was i t  
I f e l t  b a s i c a l l y  my f r i e n d s h i p s  wi th  people I had known f o r  a  long 
time. We poured every th ing  i n ,  t h e  l e t t e r w r i t i n g ,  and then you'd 
s e e  them i n  t h e  union from time t o  t ime, and of course,  i n  demonstra- 
t i o n s  t h a t  would pop along,  t h e  p e t i t i o n s  t h a t  would come by, bu t  
you know, t o  answer your ques t ion ,  I r e a l l y  don ' t  remember. Nation- 
a l l y ,  I remember q u i t e  a  few, but  no t  l o c a l l y .  

Q. What were some of t h e  n a t i o n a l  l e a d e r s  t h a t  you remember b e s t ?  

A. I mentioned t h e  Fugs before ,  and Allen Ginsberg and t h e  Fugs has 
t o  be a  c l a s s i c .  I ' d  say I was very ,  (laugh) very much--they were a 
very  small  minor i ty  t h a t  followed t h a t  group. They were d i s t i n c t l y  
anti-war, and they obviously were good. Some of t h e i r  songs a r e  . . . 
Larry Davis t h a t  one I remember q u i t e  we l l ,  e s p e c i a l l y  a f t e r  t h e  
Chicago Seven t r ial .  The l a t e s t  t h i n g  he advocated, t h a t  he preached 
when he was on t h e  wi tness  c h a i r  about t h e  e f f e c t s  of--I f o r g e t  what 
kind of environment i t  was, and how t h e  explosion k i l l e d .  It w a s  
very ,  very many. And of course,  Abbie Hoffman, and Tom Hayden, and, 
oh gosh, J e r r y  Rubin was one of my f a v o r i t e s  a l though I don ' t  know 
about  J e r r y  Rubin and anti-war.  Be was marvelous. ( laugh)  

Q. Sounds l i k e  a  fun guy. (veh ic l e  passing)  

A. Yes, he was. 

Q. Do you connect l e a d e r s  of t h e  Anti-War Movement wi th  people t h a t  
were r e a l l y  involved i n  t h e  drug movement? Do you oppose i t? 

A .  I do l o c a l l y .  Nat iona l ly ,  oh, s u r e ,  good g r i e f .  But those  . . . 
Okay, l i k e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t h e  l e g a l i z a t i o n  of mari juana,  those  th ings  
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were i n e v i t a b l e .  They might have go t t en  a  l i t t l e  push along from t h e  
movement, bu t  a l l  i n  a l l ,  yes ,  no t  t o t a l l y .  Now o t h e r  drugs,  LSD, 
cocaine,  whatever; they provided an i n v i s i b i l i t y  f o r  t hese  th ings ,  
bu t  no, I don' t  go f o r  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n  out  of . . . . 
Q. Do you t h i n k  t h e  United S t a t e s  has  l ea rned  anything from t h e  Vie t  
Nam War? 

A .  Oh, unquestionably, unquest ionably,  fo re ign  policy-wise, gosh, 
we were so  r e l u c t a n t  t o  involve  ou r se lves  abroad, i n  Vie t  Nam, i t  
put  cha ins  on us .  It w o u l d , e u e n t ~ ~ l y .  , Domestically,  1 don ' t  know 
how long  wi th  t h a t .  I don ' t  - t h ink  anyone denies  t h a t .  Americans, 
I th ink ,  has  equal ized themselves i n  t h e i r  own eyes,  people a f t e r  
t h e  war a s  a  r e s u l t .  

Q. Do you b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Viet  Nam War w a s  a t  a l l  a  r a c i s t  war? 

A. I t h i n k  s o ,  and I don ' t  t h i n k  you could ever  find--well, 1 ' m  ho t  
t h e r e  you know. You' l l  f i n d  people t h a t  w i l l  admit i t ,  but  t h e r e ' s  
no ques t ion  i n  my mind, I mean, I can d e a l  wi th  th ings  b e t t e r ,  espec- 
i a l l y  Americans. Something c a l l e d  f o r  t h a t ,  and t h e r e  was some b lack  
Americans a t  t h a t  t ime, bu t  Vietnamese people and l o t s  of people.  
They were phys i ca l ly  smal le r .  Thei r  c u l t u r e  was d i f f e r e n t .  They're 
a c t u a l l y  backward, they don ' t  s o c i a l i z e .  Yes, I would say a l l  i n  a l l  
i t  was very much a  r a c i s t  war. 

Q. What have you l ea rned  from t h e  Anti-War Movement? 

A .  Well I l ea rned  how n o t  t o  pay my telephone tax .  ( laugh)  That ' s  
a  tough ques t ion .  T t h i n k  i f  anything I l ea rned  t h a t  r e s i s t a n c e  can 
be a  l i v i n g ,  func t iona l  t h i n g  i n  any s o c i e t y ,  and i f  anything i t  gave 
me a sense  of independence t h a t  1 hope t h a t  1 s t i l l  have and can 
r e f l e c t  upon, o t h e r  t h ings  t h a t  1 have done. Independence, I th ink ,  
i s  o b j e c t i v i t y  t o  a  sense,  too ,  where I can ana lyze  a  s ta tement  o r  a  
thought,  and l i v e  wi th  i t  more e f f e c t i v e l y  than  I could have before .  
Maybe I would have come t o  t h i s  po in t  anyhow, but  I suspec t  t h a t  t h a t  
(veh ic l e  pass ing)  t h e  th ings  t h a t  spoke a  b i t  more than anything e l s e .  

Q. What do you s e e  a s  t h e  s t r e n g t h s  and weaknesses t h a t  t h e  Anti-War 
Movement had? 

A .  Okay. The weakness obviously t h a t  a t  t h e  onse t  were a  smal l  group 
from t h e  usua l .  The s t r e n g t h ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  they were r i g h t .  The 
f a c t  t h a t  they had moral arguments t h a t  were v a l i d  on t h e i r  s i d e ,  and 
t h a t ' s  a  d i f f i c u l t  ques t ion .  I t ' s  very  hard t o  answer. I r e a l l y  don ' t  
know how 1'd s t and  on t h a t .  ~ e t ' s  t ake  a  break he re  f o r  just a second. 

Q. What do you s e e  a s  t h e  importance of t he  Anti-War Movement? 

A .  Immediately, t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g  t h a t  would come t o  my mind would be 
i t s  d i r e c t  goa l ,  and t h a t  was t o  s t o p  t h e  War. It succeeded. It was 
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important t o  make Americans, a s  t h e  world r e a l i z e d ,  what waar, was about.  
I t h i n k  i t  a l s o  touched o f f  a s e r i e s  of ques t ion ing .  The ques t ions  
t h a t  Americans could a s k  about o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t h a t  were supposedly 
sacred .  A case  i n  po in t ,  o rgan iza t ions  t h a t  evolved even t o  t h i s  day, 
such a s  t h e  groups l i k e  J a r v i s  and h i s  Tax Revolt ,  who say,  "Hey, you 
know, t h i s  i s  wrong. We can do something about i t .  We can organize."  
And they can c a r r y  i t  through. I know t h e r e  a r e  t ons  of o t h e r  t h ings ,  
t h a t  came about no t  n e c e s s a r i l y  d i r e c t l y  because of i t ,  but  got*sorne 
push. Like women's l i b e r a t i o n  got  a boost from i t .  Many th ings  
t h a t  I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of r i g h t  o f f  t h e  top  of my head. A very important 
movement, I t h i n k  i t  w i l l  be  recorded h i s t o r i c a l l y  a s  something t h a t ' s  
s i g n i f i c a n t .  

Q. I n  what ways d id  you see (veh ic l e s  pass ing)  t h e  Anti-War Movement, 
bes ides  t h e  peace r a l l i e s  and t h e  demonstrations obviously,  bu t  i n  
what o t h e r  ways d id  you s e e  pe r sona l ly  people r e s i s t i n g  t h e  war? 

_<- - 

A .  Oh, I was j u s t  wondering, and I could speak f o r  what I saw on 
t e l e v i s i o n ,  I read t h e  magazines. What I personal ly  observed i n  t h e  
Midwest . . . ( s igh)  J u s t  d i r e c t l y  I ' m  s o r r y  t o  say t h a t  t h e r e  was 
not  much popular support  f o r  r e s i s t a n c e  o r  r e s i s t a n c e  he re .  I had 
mentioned t o  you before  I spent  a l o t  of t ime up i n  Canada every 
chance I got .  Eas t e r  vaca t ions  were always i n  Canada. Christmas I 
was s tuck  he re  gene ra l ly ,  bu t  any f r e e  t ime I had between semesters  
o r  between summer se s s ions ,  and t h e  f a l l  o r  sp r ing ,  t h a t ' s  where I 
immediately headed, Toronto. Up t h e r e  you saw q u i t e  a b i t .  I 
mentioned I never a c t u a l l y  had met a bonafide d r a f t  dodger when I 
was t h e r e ,  b u t  you'd s e e  p o s t e r s  on t h e  s t r e e t s  of Toronto. I remember 
one t h i n g  so we l l .  It was i n  1972. I can understand a l s o  a t  t h a t  
t ime i f  you l e f t  t o  go t o  Canada, o r  Sweden, o r  another  country t o  
avoid t h e  d r a f t  you could not  be charged with a crime u n t i l  you came 
back i n t o  t h e  United S t a t e s .  So t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  t ime you were 
i n  Canada, f o r  example, you were a fu l l - f l edged  c i t i z e n ,  and i n  1972, 
when t h e  government was running, t h e r e  was a movement among t h e  Vie t  
Nam d r a f t  dodgers, t h e  Americans i n  Toronto, t o  organize  t o  ge t  them 
a11 absentee  b a l l o t s  s o  they  could vo te  f o r  McGovern, even though i n  
f a c t  they  were (laugh) c r imina l s  as soon as they  came back t o  t h e  
United S t a t e s .  But t h e r e  w a s  a l o t  of a c t i v i t y  i n  Toronto. I n  f a c t ,  
I can remember one time when even a couple of s tuden t s  who were from 
D e t r o i t  stopped m e  on t h e  s t r e e t  and asked gene ra l ly  where the  d r a f t  
people were, (laugh) and t h e  l i k e .  It was q u i t e  funny, (laugh) you 
know, being an American. 

Q. Did you have any t r o u b l e  going back and f o r t h  t o  Canada? 

A .  Oh gee. Never had any problem going i n t o  Canada, always had 
t r o u b l e  coming back i n t o  t h e  United S t a t e s .  One time a l l  t h e  way up 
through t h e  computer, i t  punched up t o  s e e  i f  I was one of t h e  no-no's, 
and always had me show t h e  d r a f t  ca rd ,  I t h i n k  m y  age had a l o t  t o  
do wi th  i t  more than  anything,  p l u s ,  you know, a small  c a r ,  and I had 




























