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This manuscript i s  the product of tape recorded interviews conducted 
by Margaret Klusmyer for  the Oral History Office i n  August, 1974. 
RosalynBone transcribed the t q e  and K a y  Mackan edited the transcript. 
Archie Guenther reviewed the tape. 

Archie Guenther was born i n  Knox County I l l ino i s  on Septerher 26, 1901 and 
has resided there practically a l l  h is  life. He started working for  the 
Chicago, Bwlington, and Quincy Railroad i n  1923 and did several different 
types of work for  over forty years on the railroad. M r .  Guenther a v e s  
us some very vivid descriptions of the troop trains during the w a r ,  carny- 
ing the mail, and compares the steam engine t o  the diesel. 

Readers of the oral  history ~ m i r  should bear i n  mind that it i s  a tran- 
script  of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, m a t o r ,  and editor 
sought t o  preserve the informal conversational s tyle that is  inherent i n  
such historical  sources. Sangarm State University is not responsible for 
the factual accuracy of the mmir, nor for  the views expressed therein; 
these are for the reader t o  judge. 

The manuscript m y  be read, quoted, and cited fkeely. It m y  not be re- 
produced i n  whole or  i n  part by any means, electronic or  mchanical, with- 
out permission in  writing from the Oral History Office, Sangamon State 
University, Springfield, I l l inois ,  62708. 



Archie Guenther , August 11, 1974, Gdlesburg , I l l ino i s .  
Margaret M. KLusmyer, Interviewer. 

Q. Mr. Guenther, t e l l  UE a l i t t l e  about yourself. 

A. In  the l i f e  of the railroad i t s e l f ?  

Q. No. Tell me where you were born. 

A. I was born i n  Knox County, I l l ino i s ,  on September 26, 1901, and I 
resided here practically a l l  of rrg l i f e ,  outside of the transfers on 
the Burlington Railroad. Som of these transfers took E out of town, 
but there was only one t h e  that I had t o  move my residence out of town. 
I stayed in Galesburg fo r  nly voting residence a l l  through my l i f e .  

Q. When did you begin working fo r  the railroad? 

A. I star ted on the railroad in 1923. I worked at that  time on e lec t r ica l  
work i n  the shops. !They were changing over the s t e a d r i v e n  machines with 
the long line shafts t o  direct-driven-mtor-driven--tools and lathes and 
mchines of that  kind. They did away with all the l ine  shafts i n  the next 
three years. 

h e n  they came in with the gas-electrics - [locomtives], I was made an 
inspector on the gas-electrks,  with a roundhouse f o r e m ' s  t i t l e ,  here 
i n  Galesburg. That I followed un t i l  1933 when they abolished those jobs 
on account of direct legislation from the President of the United States 
for  safety control devices, which they didn't need due t o  the fact  that  
we were i n  a depression and there was very l i t t l e  traveling done. 

After vie got out of that--1 wasn't out of work at any tine during the 
Depression. The railroad took care of me, as a whole, in one job or  
another. I w a s  transfemed f'rom e lec t r ica l  work t o  shop work, roundhouse 
foreman t o  yaYd job, and such as that,  and w a s  carried through the 
D e p ~ s s i o n  as  the I l l ino i s  Distr ict  Gas-Electric Inspector. That carried 
through un t i l  along i n  the l a t e  1930's when I was transferred over t o  the 
r i p  yard [repair yasd] of the Galesburg division, with the B&B department 
and the water d e p w ~ n t .  

Q. What do you mean by B&B department? 

A. Bridge and Building. After that ,  the superintendent of water passed 
away with a heart condition and I was offered that job and I stayed on. 
I was superintendent of water for,  oh, about eight years--no, it was 
twelve t o  fourteen years--before I was transfemed in to  the Chicago di- 
vision on e lec t r ica l  work again. 

Under the water departmnt I had the Eastern Distr ict ,  which took me down 
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in to  St .  hu is ,  over t o  Centralia, up through as far as Savannah, over t o  
Burlington and up t o  the A m r a  shops. When, with diesel  power taking 
over from steam power, I was transferred back again Fnto the Chicago office 
e lec t r ica l  depmmnt .  I was general f o r e m  of electricians of the ent i re  
system of over head constmction and maintenance of a l l  big equipmnt. 

I stayed on that  un t i l  I was transferred in to  L;incoln, Nebraska, i n  1962. 
There was a big diesel [repair] shop that  they w e r e  building out there, 
they wanted s w o n e  expe~enced enough that  he could follow through with 
several m n  who would be worklng under him. A t  one tim we had, oh, 
approximately seventy-eimt E n  working in elec t r ica l  work there. I had 
the ter r i tory  f m n  Omha t o  Denver, up t o  as fm as  Billings, Montana, 
and down in to  Kansas Ci ty  and St. Joe [St. Joseph, Missouri], with head- 
quarters i n  Lincoln. Tnat building they were constructing was approximtely 
a l i t t l e  over a block wide and three blocks long when they got through with 
it. On the outside, they had at least three t o  five cranes on different 
ends of the building; some had as m n y  as two lifts--trolleys and dollies-- 
above the pound. One was a large one of seventy-five ton capacity. I 
retired *om Lincoln, Nebraska i n  1966 . . . yes, September, 1966. 

Q. So you've worked fo r  the Q [CB&Q; Chicago, Burlington and Quincy R a i l -  
road] a l l  your l i f e ?  

A. Allw l i f e  on the Q. I ' d  say yes. 

Q. I heard you say you say you had been a c a l l  boy on the Q. 

A. Yes, i n  n2y younger d ~ s ,  t o  get through high school, I was a ca l l  boy. 
I used t o  work from 4:00 t o  1 0 : O O  o r  10:30 during World War I. A t  that  
tire they couldn't get men t o  do much work of that  kind and they were glad 
t o  have any high school student fill in for  jobs of that  kind. 

Q. Now, just  what does a c a l l  boy do? 

A. We had t o  c a l l  the englnemn, conductors, brakemen, firemen and engineers 
when a train was o~derd .  We usually had t o  give them two hours notice, 
but somethes it w a s  short. If we didn't  get hold of the f i r s t  one, we had 
t o  go t o  the second and so the notice would be about an hour and a half .  

Q. And the E n  had t o  be there in tlm t o  take out the t ra in .  

A. Tney had t o  be at the roundhouse on what they c a l l  the leaving track 
[ready track] t o  take the e w n e  out at the time it was orde~ed--whatever 
tim it was t o  go out. I rude a bicycle a l l  over town. (laughs) 

Q. Oh, you did. You didn't have a telephone, then? You had t o  go? 

A. Oh, we had telephones, but we couldn't always get throw by telephone. 
The telephones weren't as good a s  today, not by any mans. But I rode a 
bicycle a l l  over town. 

Q. Did you have s m  record, then, carry a paper of somthing for  them t o  
sign when you talked t o  them? 
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A. Oh, no, they took our word fo r  it. If we got hold of them, we came 
back; if we didn't, we'd bet ter  corn back. 

Q. You had t o  find sorebody else,  then, I suppose? 

A. Ob, yes. Sonebody had t o  go at that  hour, at the ttFrne they were 
o r d e ~ d .  

Q. ?hen from ca l l  boy, your next job on the railroad was i n  the shops, 
i n  the yards? 

A. In  the shops, yes, as an electrician. 

Q What type of e lec t r ica l  work were you doing? 

A. Well, we took i n  everything that  used power. Most of the power was 
of the three phase four-forty s tyle,  and we had motors all the way from, 
oh, two horse o r  three horse, and such as that ,  on up t o  the largest I 
wokred on was up m u n d  six hundred horsepower, for  air compressors. 
Those mto r s  were large at that time. The motors are only about a th i rd  
as big now as  they used t o  be a t  the tire I s tmted  out. 

Q. Now, these were motors that  they used In  servicing the engines as 
they c a m  in to  the roundhouse? 

A. Wait a minute. Tney were rmtors f o r  air compressors t o  build air 
around through the shops. They were big air compressor motors. 

Back at the t i m e  I was roundhouse forerran we had the tube [communication] 
system instal led here i n  the yards, and had f ive different l ines made out. 
Tnose lines made in the neighborhood of fourteen miles, i f  they were a l l  
put together. In that l ine  of work we had t o  give 24-hour service. When- 
ever there was any trouble they called me, and I'd have t o  c a l l  sowbody 
t o  get help. If we had t o  have a welder, I'd have t o  get the welding 
department and get a welder out t o  have him weld up the joint.  Sometimes 
we had t o  cut the pipe t o  get the carr iers  out men they got stuck. 

This was the first 5 1/2 inch tube system that was instal led by the 
Lampson people. They had instal led 3 inch systems before, but never a 
5 inch, and that  way we expected more trouble with it; but it did iron 
out ta where we got down t o  a rdnimwn of ca l l s  a l l  the way through our 
l ines.  It 's s t i l l  i n  use. 

Q. You speak of a tube system--I don't know what you I l lem. 

A. Well, the camiers  are about five and one-eighth inch in d i n t e r  and 
sixteen inches long. You have a compressor at each end [in the system] 
and an interlocking system through e lec t r ica l  relays, so that  you could 
send only from one end a t  a the. 

Q. You send a mssage through a tube? 

A. Yes, you put the mssages in  the carr iers  and drop them in the tube 
system. The receivers can be conver%ed t o  sending [in e i ther  direction] 



i n  the same tube. This relay on the e lec t r ica l  end keeps you from having 
one [carcvlier] comLng from both directions [at the same tine]. You'd only 
use it one way at a ttirne because the interlocking device held the other 
end open un t i l  the carr ier  came through. 

Q. Where did they go in the yards? 

A. Well, the longest m e  went out t o  the Waterman Tower which was three 
and a half miles south of the yards. Another one went t o  Yard D, and we 
had one of thsmthat  went t o  Innesville, and ore that went t o  Prospect 
Street.  One, also, went t o  the i ce  house platform because a l o t  of t ra ins ,  
i n  those days, were iced at the platform and they would leave from the 
ice  house and go on through. 

Q. Now, these messages were the orders fo r  the t rains,  then? 

A. Yes, orders fo r  t rains,  and whatever the clerks wanted t o  correspond 
back and forth with the general yard office. They would, at  that time, 
corn i n  with the b i l l s  and they'd check the b i l l s  and send them back t o  
the yard office. 

Q. Was that  the i r  rmin relay point, then? 

A. Oh, yes. Tnatls where the conductor would pick up his b i l l s .  

Q. I don't know much about it, of course, but i s n ' t  the conductor the 
guy who gets the list of orders as t o  where the t r a in  is going? 

A. He has the t r a i n  orders . . . 
Q. And that ' s  what you mean by b i l l s ?  

A. B i l l s ,  yes, f'reight b i l l s .  Every car  has b i l l s .  Some may have f i f t y  
b i l l s  f o r  the car, and others may need just one singls b i l l  fo r  a car l o t  
[the whole carload of freight t o  a single destination]. Somtires there ' s 
be freight, you see, going t o  a flreight house and there would be several 
b i l l s  on that because it would be what we called local  freight from there-- 
frei t bi l led  t o  m y  different destinations loaded in to  the same freight 
c w .  ?= 
€2. Tnen you instal led,  o r  worked with, this tube cormunication system? 

A. m, yes. We maintained the tube system completely, air compressors, 
m to r s  and relays and all. Our interlocking system was run through a cable 
f r o m  these places, which was t i ed  up with the Western Union cable, which 
could relay messages along the r a l r o a d  t o  the agent a t  the depots along the 
l ine.  

'This was called L c G l e ~ s  than carload--and i s  no longer i n  use. 
This bight Is now trucked t o  its destination. Somtims it is seen being 
hauled i n  t r a i l e r s  on the piggyback cars on the railroad and the truckers 
pick up the t r a l l e m  and deliver the freight t o  its various destinations. [Ed. 1 
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Q. Oh, it was? 

A. If we broke that cable, we had t o  get permission from them [Western 
Union] t o  break it. But that  seldom happened. 

Q. You said you were foreman of the roundhouse fo r  s i x  years. Tell  me, 
when a t r a i n  c m s  h t o  the roundhouse, what is the procedure? They come 
i n  for servicing as I understand. 

A. Yes. They corne i n  across the turntable according t o  what repairs 
they're going t o  need a t  that  time. This determfnes which side of the 
roundhouse they go onto, and when they get Fn there the different foremen 
inspect it-machinists, boilermakers, air brakes, e t  cetera. Each one 
of them would inspect it t o  see how much work his departmnt would have 
t o  do, and would write it on his order. A s  they went through, each man 
that  had done any work on it had t o  check it, then, when they got the 
work done, they had a general inspector who would check the engine t o  
see i f  a l l  the work was done. If it was ready, it would be ordezd out 
again. Usually they allowed about an hour f r o m  the time the engine w a s  
completely inspected un t i l  it was ordered again for  another m. 

Q. How long did it usually take t o  go over an engine that  way? 

A. Oh, that would vary considerably, because sometimes thererd be dif- 
ferent work that you'd have t o  do. For certain boiler  work they'd have 
t o  completely what we ca l l  k i l l  the engine--that is, knock the steam 
down t o  zero--and that  would be a lengthy job. Sometimes I have seen 
engines be i n  f o r  three days at a time; other times, I've seen engines 
come in i n  the mrnfng and within three hours they would be out. 

Q. How many engines did they handle i n  the roundhouse each day? Have 
you any idea? 

A. In twenty-four hours we used t o  have in the neighborhood of seventy- 
f ive engines fn and oGt of Galesburg. 

Q. We had m r e  business here then, didn't we? 

A. Yes. I can remember when at the roundhouse we had i n  the neighborhood 
of f ive hundred rnen working, and today they have twenty-five I would say. 

Q. Is it that  they don't do very much here, o r  that  i t ' s  become so 
nzechanized that  they don't need so many? 

A. Well, this i s  just  a repair point where i f  they have a minor trouble 
they can rep& it, but if it l s a or  repair job, or  serious work on 
something, they have t o  send it t o  West Burlington t o  the shops. 

Q. Then the West Burlington shops do mre work that  we do here? 

A. Oh, yes. Yes, they do overhauling, *om the engine frm clear through 
the whole engine i t s e l f .  ?he l ine  west has shops at Lincoln, but for  
Galesburg, here, w e  have West Burlington. 
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Q. Once there w a s  a big yard a t  Beardstown, but tha t ' s  gone, too. 

A. That's gone completely, you might s a y .  I was i n  on sorne of the 
closing a t  Beardstown yard, and the roundhouse, when I was i n  the 
Chicago office. 

The first roundhouse I can remzrrber closing down was at Christopher, 
I l l ino i s .  A t  that  tim they were handling i n  the neighborhood of 
eighteen o r  twenty engines a day, and a l l  of a sudden they decided t o  
close it--they just stepped i n  and closed it and sent a l l  the engines 
t o  Beardstown. When it changed f m m  the steam power t o  diesel power they 

' 

made quick changes; sometimes it was hard t o  real ize they were going t o  
make that  quick of a change. 

Q. Well, the Burlington was  a big opepation. Did you supervise the 
construction when they bu i l t  thisPl&e here? 

A. No, but I did haul some m n  back and for*th a t  the time they 
building it. After I star ted working in the water departmnt I 
the lakes, several lakes, and Lake Bracken was included. 

Q. I asked smbody,  "Couldn 't they have used c i ty  water?" and 
"Oh, no, that  s hard water, and Lalce Bracken water i s  SOU,. " 

were 
w a s  over 

he said, 

A. Yes, W e  Bracken water i s  soft. It has t o  be treated, though, fo r  
boiler  use, because there 's  certain chemicals they have t o  put in to  it 
that  changes the water p~wrped out of there. 

When I star ted with Lake Bracken, we were pumping right close to, you 
rrrlght say, two rrilllion gallons of water a day. I had t o  make a repor% 
every th i r ty  days, and it would m all the way f m m  fifty-eight t o  
sfxty-two million gallons for  a month, so that would rmn a t  about two 
million gallons a day. A t  the present tim, I understand, they're u s h g  
just  about s ix  hundred t o  seven hundred f i f t y  thousand gallons a day. 

Q. What are they using the water f r o m  the lake for  now? 

A. It's ping t o  the t i e  t reat ing plant; they have now contracted the 
t i e  plant t o  the Koppers Corporation fo r  t reat ing ties--which is  a 
separate company f r o m  the Bwllngton Railroad [Burlington Northern Rail- 
road]. 

The other mains go on in to  town and they wash the diesels under a high- 
pressure water system, and they put chemicals i n  there fo r  knocking off 
the grease and dirt that they accumulate while on the i r  ms .  A t  one 
time we had pmps that bu i l t  up i n  the neighborhood of a hundred pounds 
p ~ s s u r e  going agalnst the framework and trucks of these diesels. When 
I l e f t  Galesburg, tha t ' s  what we were doing. We were punping, then, i n  
the nei&borhood of f i f teen  hundred gallons a minute onto the new diesels. 
That's why Lake Bracken water is being used today. 

Q. So then they still wash t ra ins  here. Where do they do that? They don't 
use the roundhouse fo r  somthbg  l ike  that? 
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A. Oh, i t ' s  outside of the roundhouse, near the old cinder p i t .  That's 
at the leaving tmck p i t ;  just  as they're leaving town, as a rule,  they 
@ve them a good washing. It has t o  be outside because they've got so 
much pressure that  i f  it was close t o  a building, they'd tear  the devil  
out of it. It would blow a window right out of a building, so it has 
t o  be out i n  the yard. 

&. Do you remember when the t ra ins  hauled the mail? 

A. (laughs) Oh, yes ! I had passes galore; a pass on every train-good 
for  every train and on fourteen different railroads besides. I had all 
good passes that  I could get on the train anyplace I wanted t o  and go 
where I wanted to ,  and come back horn. And the mail  t rains,  i f  you didn't 
have a pass l ike  that,  you couldn't even get on the t ra in .  

Q. I see. Did they go fas ter  than other trains? Was that  the reason? 

A. Oh, yes, they made fewer stops. And they went through a l o t  of towns 
where they had what they c a l l  a hook on the mail  t r a n  and they'd pick I.@ 

a bag of mail and throw out a bag of mil. Where they had t o  pick up 
several bags, they had t o  stop. The largest mail terminal, I believe, 
that  there was i n  this part of the country was right outside of Omaha. 
Pacific Junction, [Nebraska] w a s  what they called it, and it was a very 
large mafl terminal because there were seven railroads that  came in there 
and they al l  handled mil--every railroad. That was one of the downfalls 
of the railroad, when they los t  out on the contract fo r  the mi l .  A t  
that  t i m e  they were handling mai l  much cheaper than i t ' s  handled today. 

It was unbelievable, unless you knew and saw it, how they did handle i t ,  
because, l ike,  at Qmha and Pacific Junction they had leather be l t s ,  I 
remember well the one a t  Qnaha, because we worked on the motor for  that  
one; that  be l t  was four foot wide and eight hundred foot long. They'd 
throw mail onto that  and it would go down, and it there was a certain tag 
on it the E n  along the l h e  WW just  where t o  gmb t h e i r  off and 
throw it onto the t r a in  for  that  place. That took i n  eight hundnd feet,  
you had four hundred fee t  each way .  That's over a block. 

But that  one at Pacific Junction w a s  made onto a chain system, and they 
had the bags hanging on these chains, or  they had a whole truckload, They 
would follow m u n d  and go down, and they'd have trucks nwnbered f o ~  the 
t ra ins  and all, and they'd zigzag through there. One of the best chain 
out f i t s  that  you could ever think of. Tne l a s t  time I was through there, 
it had a l l  been scrapped--just a l l  leveled off and f i l l e d  in the p i t s ,  and 
everything else.  

Q. The mail just  hasn't been the sane since they took it off the t rains.  

A. Andwelre payingmre.  

A. I'll have t o  t e l l  you about the check that I got one time. I get  an 
e lec t r i ca l  union check that  comes out of Washington, D.C., with my pension, 
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and one the it was about eight o r  ten days l a t e .  I thought, "Well, i f  
i t ' s  another two o r  three days, why, 1'11 write t o  Washington, [D.C.] and 
see what they can do about getting it traced," but it f ina l ly  care. It 
had been sent t o  bmbard, I l l ino i s ,  up by Chicago, and they had marked it 
with a big crayola, ''Ship t h i s  t o  the correct place. " (laughs) I w i l l  
never forget that one! 

Q. Yes, they seem t o  get it mixed up more todw. 

A. Well, golly, I don't know, they say they handle more here i n  t h i s  
post office,  but there were a lo t  of post offices t i e d  i n  with this, 
consolidate and such as that ,  which made it a different setup. 

Q. Most of the sorting used t o  be done o n t h e  t ralns,  didn't  i t ?  

A. A l o t  of it. You take the mail t ra in ,  l ine  Nmrber 7 going west, I 
saw i at tims have three coaches and have a t  leas t  ten E n  i n  each 5 coach s o  1 .  It went as  fa^ as Ldncoln, Nebraska, and it broke 
up there and turned mund i n  the evening and cam back t h i s  way; it was 
the s m  mute  everyday. 

Q. Now, when the men reached the end of the road, did they lay over? 

A. Yes, they had t o  lay over. They worked two days and off three days, 
as t h e i r  m would go. You see, theyld make the t r i p ,  a round trip--out 
and back-then they'd be done. But i n  between tirw they would work eight 
t o  nine hours, then they would have ten t o  twelve hours of rest; then they 
would get on the next train back. For example, they'd go out t o  Lincoln- 
get there this morning--they woul&'t leave there un t i l  tomorrow evening 
and come back, and that  would be t h e i r  day and then t o  the next evening, 
you see, t o  get c a w t  up. And they 'd c a l l  it a three-day t r i p .  

Q. What about the fellows who were conductors, firemen and brakemen, did 
they have a certain length of time they worked, also? 

A. Yes, they had a certain mileage i n  each division. Most divisions ran 
approxlmtely a hundred and twenty d l e s .  You went t o  the end of your 
division and then were through, you see. 

Q. You didn't go out of your division? 

A. Very, very seldom, and i f  you were going t o  mul over sixteen hours 
they didn't  allow it at all. An engine mu? was nonmlly sixteen hours. 
If they planned t o  get throu@ in ,  say, twelve hours, l ike  i n  snowstom 
o r  t r a i n  wrecks, o r  anything l ike  that ,  they would allow the overt* 
on it, but not in normal tlmes. No consideration f o r  double tire. They 
stopped as soon as the engine was out sixteen hours. So&tinu;s, they'd 
t i e  up i n  scune isolated place, which made it hard t o  get the crew back, 
but we never got caught many times. 

*This w a s  called a mail car ,  not a coach. A coach w a s  for  passengers, 
and a mail car was a specially equipped car  used only f o r  mi l .  [A.G. ] 
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Q. Is Creston the end of our division? 

A. No, Otturnwa is. It's Galesburg t o  Ottwa, Ottumwa t o  Creston, and 
Creston t o  Qnaha. 

Q. Well, when they got t o  Ottwrwa, would the m n  get off and then stay 
there and catch another t r a i n  back? 

A. Sornetirnes the e w n e  crews would have t o  lay over eight hours, but 
the conductors and brakemen could come back on the next t r a in ,  as long 
as they were out and back i n  t h e i r  eight hours. You see, they have the 
t ra ins  made up in s w i n g ;  they time them i n  connection with one another. 
One train going west would m e t  a train c d n g  east ,  and they'd get tha t  
one. But of course, if there was a delay on the one going west, you 
couldn't make it, so they had t o  have m n  t o  go both ways. 

F'imrren and engineers alwa,ys had t o  lay over t h e i r  eight hours; they 
couldn't come r ight  back. Now, on short runs, l ike  f r o m  here t o  Rock 
Island, kndota,  o r  Peoria turn-around, no layover was required. For 
example, you would go from here t o  Peoria and back. m a t ' s  only f i f t y  
miles each way, so by the time you get over and back you didn't  have the 
one hun&ed twenty rrdles f o r  division qualification, but it would be 
your day's work. 

Q. Weren't there sorne t ra ins  they called crack trains? 

A. If you had a fruit t r a i n  o r  somethirg l ike  tha t ,  a l o t  of times they 
would run k m  here t o  Chicago i n  l e s s  than three hours. Tney would 
have clear  boards a l l  the way, so they'd go straight  through. 

Q. They don't stop t o  change crews, o r  engineers, then? 

A. Only at the terminal of t h e i r  division. Like here, if they'd get on 
at Galesburg, they'd go Clem in to  Downers Grove. They have an exchange 
up there they have t o  @;o t o  if there 's  anything tha t ' s  perishable-fruit 
o r  l ike  that ,  my mrchandise of that kind. If they're going on east  they 
would have a connection there with another railroad--somtims they'd corn 
f r o m  California and go c lear  throw t o  New York. &iginally the Burlington 
had a connection with the Pennsylvania and they'd pick them up at t h i s  
terminal and t i e  another engine t o  them, and they'd go r ight  out. 

Q. That was perishable mrchandise, though, things tha t  had t o  go right 
through? 

A. Oh, yes. Semtfmes they'd be all refrigerated cars. They'd run,  
oh, eighteen, twenty o r  more cars of that  type, and it was enough t o  pay 
them t o  rm it f a s t .  

Q. 1vh.l. Guenther, do you remember there w a s  a real bad railroad s t r ike  here 
in Galesburg? Do you remember what it was about? 

A. In 1922. It was over w a g e s  and conditions. 


































