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August Groh, Pawnee, I l l inois ,  kvember 27, 1985. 

Kevin Corky, Interviemr. 

M r .  Groh, w l d  you please s ta te  yaur £ull name for me? 

August E. &oh. 

Wt does the E stand for? 

Far1 . 
Fmrl? When m r e  you born? 

August 26, 1898. 

That wuld be 1898? 

Yes, 1898. 

All right. And *re e r e  you born? 

A: I m s  only about five years old vhen my folks l e f t  Europe. I was 
born in Europe. 

Q: Fhere in Europe =re you born? 

A: Austria, Jhngary. 

Q: Okay. 

A: That's tcm states. Austria Jiiurgary w s  one providence at one time 
unt i l  World War I and they rnade tm states out of it, Hungary and Austria. 

Q: I see. 

A: But when I was born, they called it Austria Hungary. 

Q: Right, okay. F3here you born i n  the country? 

A: Fb, at a mall village. 

Q: Okay. bhat was the vil lage 's  name, do you xenaember? 

A: It sounds French--Rashichia. 



A: R-A-S-H-I-GH-I-A I think it is. 

Q: Okay, a l l  right. 

A: It's just a foreign name. 

Q: A l l  right, I see. You lived there unti l  you =re five years old you 
say? 

A: five years old, yes. 

Q: Okay. 

A: My dad wrked in Lincoln at that time. J3e came to this country a 
year before ve did. After he ws here a year he sent for us and w CEDE 
uver . . . 
Q: Okay. 

A: . . . on a ship naned Hamburg. 

Q: The Hamburg. 

A: Hambur . We departed fran Hamburg, Germany, and ve landed at E l l i s  
I sl &!d course ke talked German, see, a d  a t  that tim, the porters 
a l l  hew German. Wther had tied on Lincoln, I l l inois.  I had a sister 
older than I. TZle three of us, these porters took care of us ad shmed 
us &re to  go. FJe couldn't talk h g l i s h  any and they routed us to  
Qlicago. Then frm there on t o  Lincoln where re stayed about six mnths. 
My dad mrM in a mine there at Lincoln and he heard that Peabody m s  
going to start a mine here a t  Pawnee, I l l inois.  So he decided to  c m  
down here and t ry  to  get work down here. He ws lucky enough, he got a 
job, and that's when R cam here, samhere  in  late 1904. 

Q: I see. 

A: We baught a l i t t l e  house out here ard my dad kept mrking in  the 
rrdnes. bk w e d  over t o  this place in a b u t  1905. I was sixteen years 
old then and my dad h u & t  maybe he'd try to  get UE to mrkmg. 

Q: So you started mrking in the mine when you =re sixteen. 

A: Yes. You a t  t o  know d ~ t  I was doing? 

A: A t  that time I was what was called a trapper. A trapper takes care 
of the main haulage lines where they pour the coal. I opened the door 
for them to got through, and after they were through, make sure the door 
w s  closed due to the fact that a door is there to circulate the a i r .  I f  
I left that door open, then the rxlen inside m l d  be deprived of that much 
r . So I had to  keep the doors , when they wren' t going throu& it, I 
had to keep the door shut. 
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Q: I see. 

A: I did that for I 'd say a year or so, and I got big after  that so that 
I could load coal. So my dad got a room, that ' s  a term for the wrking 
place for the miner, the roan. 

Q: The roan? 

A: Yes. So I stayed there, mrked for my dad I wuld say four or five 
years, loading coal, hand loading. We loaded ton cars, the cars 
wuld hold tm tons of coal. 

Q: I see. 

A: A t  that time the wages ms $1.08 a ton. 

Q: That's what you got paid when you first started, a $1.08 a ton? 

A: A $1.08 a ton, but the cars wuld hold txo tons, I think. Tnat m l d  
throw you aver t w  do1 lar s , each car yau loaded. 

Q: I see. 

A: I did that for,  l ike I said, t m  or three years. Then I wanted to  
get out by myself, so I got a job at the sarrvz mine driving a mle hauling 
coal. 

Q: J3ow old were you then? 

A: I msn' t byt seventeen years old. 

Q: Okay. 

A: That was a very unique occupation, driving a m l e .  

Q: I see. Was that dangerous? 

A: W e l l ,  it was to  a certain extent, yes. They always say a m l e  is 
contrary animal. Have yau ever heard "contrary as a mle?" 

Q: Yes. 

A: h y  had a crate that w ' d  put on the cage. They alwys kept the 
mles up on top and they'd r ide than dom belaw. They muld al l  ride on 
that cage on down. We'd be down there arad i f  our m l e  canae dom, w ' d  
take it on inside to  the mrking p l z e .  Our job was pulling, driving the 
1 Lk had to take an empty car into the n m  who were mrking and in 
turn pull the loaded coal aut. k had to  pull it to d m t  vie called a 
parting. It w s  nothing but a double track about five hutdred feet long. 
The double track, the pzrpose of that is the road frm the bottm, the 
r o d  for the min l ine m t o r ,  came f rom the bottom with the -ties. He 
put his empties on an empty track and vie in tum, when w pulled the 
coal, VE pzt it on the other track and road mtor  m l d  take it on up 
fran the bottm. It wsn't  dangerous, but som of those m l e s  mid get 
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contrary and they'd go any certain place because it was dark dom there 
and they had no way of seeing anything. 

Q: I see. 

A: They m s  always looking a t  the d i r t .  Sometimes they m l d  get 
contrary . . . 
Q: I ' m  sorry, they'd what? 

A: They'd get contrary. 

Q: Oh, get contrary, yes. 

A: You didn't  dare use a whip on them because i f  you did, the nules are 
onery and he'd r d r  you. I f d  it this way w i t h  mules, if you 
treat than right, they' 11 treat you right. If you mistreat than, they've 
got a m r y  a mile long and if they get a chance they'll  kick the daylights 
out of you. 

Q: So if you &ipped them, then they muld turn around and t ry  to  kick 
yau- 

A: Not at that time, ht then a l i t t l e  bit la ter ,  the f i r s t  shot they 
got. That was when they'd do that  part 05 it. 

Q: How did the company feel about the rmle drivers and the mles? 

A: They r d e  everything as convenient as they could because that was the 
only source of that coal getting up frm the bottom. 

Q: I see. 

A: They m l d  do to  the best of their ability--that i s  the bosses down 
below--so that they'd be sure to  get that coal aut of that bottom because 
the coal sitting inside didn't do them any good. I did that for eight or 
ten years I guess. 

Q: So you e r e  a mle driver for a b u t  eight or ten years? 

A: Yes. In the meantine, I decided that when I graduated out of grade 
school I didn't  have the opportuniw to  get an education at that time. 
My father couldn't afford to  send me. Well a t  that tine, there was very, 
very few students in high school. I decided that i f  I wanted to get 
myself an education, I could. A t  that tim, w had no electrici ty in our 
house, old coal. lamps. So I k i d  of scouted around fox a school, 
corresporulmce school. They ws i n  Scranton, Pennsylvania a d  they sent 
me the wrk see. b t  it vas hard that time working i n  the day time, arad 
I studied by coal o i l  lamp, see. &It I stayed w i t h  it. 

Q: So you =re wrking in the daytime in the mines, and then at  night 
you m l d  come home and study? 
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A: Study, yes. 

Q: Wt grade education did yau have when you started this correspondence 
school? 

A: h t  grade? 

Q: Y e s ,  l ike  what level =re you when you started that? 

A: I ~s in  grade school. There =re tm gi r l s  and I =re one, tm, and 
thee. b e r y  tine vhen I say, 'Well, 'G\R all went through school together ," 
it seems just like either one of the gir ls  or I was number one. It was 
that way a l l  through school. 

Q: Did you have like a ninth grade education when you started the 
correspondence school? 

A: No. I just had a sixth gade education. 

Q: Sixth grade education when yrxl started. 

A: But I explained that t o  the correspondence school, and they said they 
w l d  teach accordingly. A s  I progressed, they elevated the schooling 
in according to  the seventh grade and on like that. It took IIE a year of 
that schooling and a t  the end of that year the subject that I wanted t o  
take after I got the schooling, I wanted to  learn a subject, mechanical 
engineering. 

Q: I see. bhy did you take that? 

A: Because I always favored engineering. 

Q: You liked engineering. 

A: I l i k d  engineering. 

Q: Was that going to  help you in the mines? 

A: Well, I didn't  i n t d  to stay in the saroe mine a l l  my l i fe .  I looked 
forward t o  scm~thing else whenever I got bigger enaugh to get away fran 
my dad and away frm h. 

Q: Yes. 

A: So I seemed to do pret ty good, you haw, and then I 'd  get a l i t t l e  
note of ercauragamt fran the people of the wxk. 

Q: Haw old &ere you when you started the correspondence school? 

A: Oh, let's see. I w ~ t  t o  grade school eight years, six years when I 
started, I was about seventeen years old. 

Q: Okay. Hm far did your education go when yau w r e  through with i t ?  
Did yrm get a high school diplama? 
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A: Yes. 

Q: Okay, god.  

A: Zhe International Correspordence School was the rime of it. 

Q: International Correspondence School. 

A: It ' s in Scranton, Pennsylvania. 

Q: Okay. 

A: But they're saying now that they're not in business for it. They've 
started a university or s a ~ t h i n g  l ike  that. kt even nm i t ' s  a 
correspordence school. They're not in business a n p r e .  But I just sent 
in my wrk once every tm weks , a d  that ' s all there w ~ s  to  it. Mathemtics 
was my £avorite subject. I had mthematics, history, and spelling, 
geography. They reminded of somthimg in school. Like I say, every once 
in  awhile I 'd  get an encouragement, emourage me for it. Of course, I 
was doing all right.  I mine that the purpose of it was that i f  a boy 
like that way of doing the old w r k  wuld get discauragel a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
he ' l l  have to  stop. 

Q: Yes. 

A : So that kept him encouraged. 

Q: Do y m  feel like the education paid off? 

A: Yes. Oh yes. At the end of my school, they wanted my permission, i f  
I cared i f  they'd use my grades a d  my way with the school for an 
advertisement. I said, "Oh, p u  can." And they honored me. The education 
I got, the heading they plt on it says, 'That a coal miner can do i f  he 
had the m i d  to ,  while wrking in the daytime and studying a t  night and 
still get top grades." 

Q: Well, that's great. 

A: Always turned towards electr ici ty,  I liked electr ici ty.  I took up 
electr ici ty af ter  that, ht I didn ' t go t o  school, I just mt t o  school 
under ram that mrked w i t h  electr ici ty and studied under them. So by 
that time, ~ 1 1 ,  yes I ws living here then. My dad, in  the meantime, 
had got k t  in the mine and passed away. I had my mother and t m  brothers 
to support. So I did that. 

Q: How did he get b r t  in the mine? 

A: Jk had an accident. Him and another fellow ws carrying a big heavy 
rail, a sixteen foot rail, and they =re carrying it. This other ~llan 
dropped his end for a miswte a d  when he dropped his 4, that made a 
surge on my father. He had the whole wight on him, and he ruptured 
himself. 
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Q: . Did your family get any benefits f rom that? 

A: Yes. Very l i t t l e ,  very little. So I ms staying at my mther ' s  when 
he passed amy on the seventh day of Nuvder in  1918. J3e m s  buried the 
tenth day of Novanber, the day before Armistice. 

Q: Here in Pawnee? 

A: Here in Pawnee. That's when the mrld  w r  ws going on. So I told 
my mother, I said, ' W e l l ,  Ma, I ' m  going t o  enlist." She said, "Son, nhat 
w i l l  ve do, your t w  brothers and I?" I said, We' l l  do sanething." 

Q: You had tm brothers you say? 

A: Yes. No, a brother and s is ter .  I ~ n t  to Springfield and I enlisted 
for t h e  army on the twelfth day of September, 1918. We -re the next 
group of them goes going to the service. J3ut at that time maybe you did 
hear, the flu epidemic that ms so bad? 

Q: The flu epidemic? 

A: Yes. Rammber it, 1918? 

Q: No. Was that big here in (histian County or Sanganon County? 

A: That w s  all wer  the country, wrld-wide. 

Q: Okay. 

A: General Black m s  in charge. I passed the examination and PE E r e  
the next group to  go. It was a b u t  that tirne General Black closed a l l  
the camps due to  the fact ,  he said, "I want no m r e  men sent in an c 
We're losing m r e  n m  w i t h  the flu than I+E are on the battlefield. x 
therefore, there was no m r e  men. 'Ihat t a s  i n  September, and in Novaher 
ih Armistice ws signed, SO . . . (laughs) 

Q: You tzlissed out on it. 

A: . . . I missed out on it. I was twnty years old and that's when I 
decided after that, I decided, t e l l ,  I had that mechanical engineering 
education. So I decided to  t ry  to get in the mines again. I was just 
fortunate that at that tim they =re recruiting young fellows to  learn 
this mining machinery and mine wrk.  

Q: lhat kind of machinery? 

A: klll cane to  that. 

Q: Okay. 

A: So I was lucky enough that they picked m. h n  I f i r s t  started 
there, I didn't even see a =him yet. They said that they hadn't got 
the company machine repaired, muld you hang suspension wire, and I said 
sure. 
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Q: Hang suspension wires? 

A: Yes, all wer the mines, you know, for the cutting whines and the 
mtors .  

Q: Down in the mine? 

A: Yes. So I did that for over a year. In the mantime while I was 
doing that wire hanging, 1 got we11 acquainted with the chief electrician. 
He kind of took a liking to  m. He said, "Au t, how muld you like to  
repair mchinery?" I said, "Ed, I 'm sure gl a$= you asked E," and I told 
him where I got that frm International [Correspondence] School and, 
Well, that w i l l   car^ in handy." So I m s  doing odd jobs araurd the shop 
down below and I just mrW myself up gradually. I did that for l e t ' s  
see, fifteen years. 

Q: Fifteen yeaxs. 

A: Fifteen years. I mrkd myself up from the bottom up to  the top. 

Q: So your job, in the beginning, ms fixing machines? 

A :  Yes, repairing w h i n e s .  

Q: And then you mrked your way up to--that muld it be called, foreman 
o f t h e . .  . 
A: No, not foreman. They just had the chief electrician. 

Q: Qlief electrician. 

A: Yes. They had three shifts, see, and the third shif t  electrician, he 
w e d  to  another line. They wmted UE to  take the chief electrician and 
run for sheriff but I turned it down due to  the fact that my wife didn't 
writ t o  stay by herself a t  night. Then w e  had one child, and I really 
didn't l ike the line. I said, Well, i f  that mans leaving the shop 
because I m l d n ' t  ta le  the chief electrician, that 's  up to you." "Oh, 
no," he said, 'k don't want to lose you. bk just . . . !I 
Q: When you say leaving the shop . . . 
A: I thought maybe they'd let ITE go because I refused to  take the chief 
electrician. I thought maybe they m d d  f i r e  ~lle or samething like that ,  
but they didn't. They said, %, R aren't going to  f i r e  you." 

Q: D i d  that happen a lo t ,  did they f i r e  people because they m l d n ' t  
take a certain position? 

A: Not too often. They could make it kind of rough on thern unti l  they 
quit. 

Q: How did they do that? 
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A: Giving them jobs they didn't  l ike  and they could shuffle them. But 
that didn't  happen very often because maybe just like mrkug in the 
garage, you became friendly, buddies. Tnen PE never had no trouble 
because of that. 

Q: b h n  you f i r s t  started doing this type of job, E r e  you down below 
mst of the time? 

A: Yes, al l  the time, all the time. 

Q: And so there was a lo t  of repairs to  be done? 

A: Oh, yes. I started at Ember N h .  Uke just like accutriggers, I 
could tell s m ~  tirrre ago, but 1 don't imagine they hd twnty machines, 
cutting machines at  that mine. They broke TIE in  the cutting machines and 
I got to where I could go up there and take them apart blindfolded. 

Q: What type of repairs did you usually have to  make on a cutting mchine? 

A: The biggest trouble mid be the cutting chains that cut the coal, 
because there's so m h  impurities in  the coal that the l i t t l e ,  dxit they 
c a l l  nuggets, l i t t l e  chmks of greased slate,  lik . . . 
Q: Clay? 

A: No, s late.  

Q: Slate. 

A: Slate and the impurities, it ms lib a solid ball .  Wen they hi t  
that it wuld break the chains, you h o w .  

Q: Yes. 

A: Of course, they had the electr ic controllers, speeded the machines. 
You how anything about mto r s  , do you? 

Q: No, not too m h .  

A: You how what an arbiter  i s  don't yau? 

Q: Arbiter? 

A: Arbiter, yes, that's the big part of the machine. That's &at drives 
everything. 

Q: Oh, I see. 

A :  They'd blow once in awhile and E 'd have to change that. Wk 'd have a 
cable that d d  blow once in awhile. You just splice the cables ad. 

Q: So you Ere there when the cutting wh ine  first came in then, into 
the mine. Is that right? 



August Groh 10 

A: There vas sane of than. b y  had sane there, b t  &ile I was there, 
you had three or four different varieties of machines. 

I Q: Different varieties? 

A: kt that  wis about 1921. That's when they started changing everybody's 
whine, you know, they invented a rrrachine that muld do m r e  wrk. 

Q: %at year did the cutting mchine cane in i t se l f?  Into the mine. 

A: They had solne cutting shines  there. 

Q: Yes, ken  you started. 

A: Before I started. 

Q: Yes. But you're saying the variety started changing and they imprwed 
than? 

A: Yes, they impraved, better machinery all the time. 

Q: I see. 

A: Then of course, I grew up w i t h  the new machines in all the time, see. 

Q: Yes. 

A: I hew thetn pretty -11, and I got so I could do anything they warzted 
us to do an than. Seems like when the other mines m l d  shut dow, they 
always sent m to  the other mines to  help than out. A t  one stage, the 
mines at Springfield there stopped a d  they needed a man in there because 
they had gotten sane born  the southern part of the state. They wanted 
sadmdy there to  assemble than, so they sent m up there. 

Q: To sample than you say? 

A: To assemble than. 

Q: Oh, assemble than, put them together. 

A: Another fellow and I mt there and w e  stayed there a l l  smmr. Just 
off and on that way. 

Q: F.Jhat kind of pay did you get k e n  you started as an engineer? 

A: Well, yuu wsn't classified as no engineer then. 

Q: Okay. 

A: Machinery repairman. 

Q: Machinery r e p a i m .  



August Groh 11 

A: ZZle chief electrician by the n a e  of Ed Gillespie, a mnderful m, 
he hew everything there m s  to how about electricity. He could take a 
piece of x~lachinery , you get new machinery that he had never seen before. 
Seens as thou& he had a vision that could penetrate through steel  because 
&ever that machine m l d  break down or not w r k  right ,  he never seen 
it before, the inside of the machine. He could t e l l  you just exactly 
whexe to go and where the trouble was at. 

Q: And he'd never seen the mchine before? 

A: And he never had seen it. He w s  that kind of a m .  

Q: Yes. 

A: He was the smartest man around m i n i n g  rmchines that I ever saw, and 
he was at  h h e r  Nine before he passed away. George Elosey knows him 
~ 1 1 .  

Q: George Mosey knows him? 

A: Yes. See, George Mosey and I ,  when M e r  Nine shut down one year 
for repairs, they sent me t o  NLPnber Eight. That's at Twey. George 
Mosey was bossing a t  NLnnber Eight then, and that's r h n  I got acquainted 
w i t h  him. He was &at they called a face boss, that's in the mine, yw 
know, where they mine coal inside. I wrked in  the shop at  the bottom 
lmt I got acquainted with George there. 

Q: Did you becane hiends then? 

A: Oh yes. Then &en they shut d m ,  they transferred him to Nmber 
Nine d he became face boss in  the sane section that  I was repairing in. 

Q: When you say it, you're saying £ace boss? 

A: Face boss. That's what they call that boss that mrked inside, face 
boss. That's h t  they call the inside of the mine, the face of it or 
the front of it. 

Q: Oh, I see, like F-A-C-E. 

A: Yes, okay. 

A: It's at  Nuder Nine. 

Q: &at year did you becorne friends w i t h  him? 

Q: Late 19201s? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Did you stay friends during the 1930's then? 
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A: 1 didn't see him very much. See, I belonged to W e r  N i n e .  Of 
course, when NLPnber N i n e  started up again, I c a m  back t o  Nmber N i n e .  
He stayed at  W e r  Eight. 

Q: I see. Okay. 

A :  But then&enhe carte to Numbex N i n e ,  h n E i g h t  shut down, doing the 
sam job he did a t  Nmber E i & t ,  and I was doing the job around h i m  all 
the time. 

Q: I see. 

A: George is a pretty nice fellow. 

Q: All right. Let's move on a l i t t l e  b i t  t o  the mine wrs for a second. 
The mine vars &en they started in 1932, yau how, betveen the Progressive 
Miners of Pnerica and the United Mine %rkers? 

A: You man the trouble they had? 

Q: Right. Did you becane a Progressive? 

A: No, no. 

Q: k r e  you considered part of the mmgement by then? 

A: &. I 'd been offered officer k t  I always wanted to  stay a buck 
private. 

Q: A buck private? 

A: Yes. men that trouble broke out, I wanted no part of the trouble 
due t o  the fact tha t  they a s  unreasonable in my ophion. Another thing 
was I decided that if I started anything like that, i f  any trauble broke 
wt, I 'd  be buckmg them people that I mrkd with. 

Q: You'd be going against saw of your friends. 

A: Sure. So I didn't want anything like that t o  happen. In the first 
place, I didn't  think they had any reason to be out on strike. 

Q: %at effect did the wrs have on yau then? 

A: Nothing. %t was in 1932, yes, in 1932. 

Q: ~ & t .  August, 1932 I think it all began. 

A: Yes, and I never did ,  I didn't  take sides. I just th&t  w had 
officials that m s  supposed t o  take care of the stuff like that, t ry  t o  
se t t l e  up, you haw, h t  the had. Just the men h e l v e s ,  they had no 
jurisdiction wer anything liL that a d  there was no sense in getting 
involved in sanething you have no authoriq in. 
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Q: D i d  you continue t o  m r k  then? 

A: No. I was out three mnths I think, unt i l  they went back to mrk. I 
mt back to  the s a m  old job. 

Q: Were yau harassed at  all by the Progressives? 

A: No. Well, yes, 1'11 take that back. Ckle t b ,  it happened right out 
here in front, see I drwe back and forth frm Nunher Nine from hcrme. 

A: Ran here, home. 

Q: Oh, kari here, at home, I see. 

A: I was an electrical and they figured i f  they could stop the electricians 
fran going to mrk,  i f  they kept than here, that that muld kind of se t  
the coal canpany back and they might se t t l e  up quicker. 

Q: I t ' d  stop the lllachines in  other wrds. 

A: Yes. So I didn't budge. I said I wasn't going to  get mixed up w i t h  
that trouble. 

Q: So dmt did they do, they cam . . . 
A: I wmt one mrning , and s- of those m, they stayed w i t h  us, see, 
the Progressives. They kind of catered to these Progressives, and the 
union had scarrething to  do w i t h  that.  A t  that tine, I think it was in 
1932, our contracts ran out. That's what started the Progressive mxrement, 
our contracts ran out, our officials  signed up a d  that group didn't  l ike 
it. So then they tried to  tale us down too. So I stayed out of it qyite 
d i l e .  The only harassment I got , me and the mchinery repairman. I 
had another man that I mrkd a d  I drwe back and forth to wrk-you 
how where o m  hi& school is here? 

Q: Yes, i n  Pawnee. 

A: kk used to go d m  there even before they had that hard road. Ik 
didn't have [Hi&way] 104 un t i l  1932. 

Q: I see. 

A: So w ' d  go backwy and there ms a group of E n  w i t h  shotguns in  the 
middle of the road. 

Q: With shotguns? 

A: Yes. They shot at  us and said yau can't go to mrk. I said, "Well, 
i f  you ham t o  have a shotgun to  go to wxk, I van ' t go to  wrk.  " (laughs) 

Q: Just turn around and mnt back home. 
































