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Inez Groan, Springfield, Illinois, November 11, 1980.

Henry Russel, Interviewer.

Q: Mrs. Groan, when did you join First Congregational Church and why?

A: 1 joined the First Congregational Church in 1938, I wag married in
the church but I was not an associate member, I had previously belonged
to Westminster Presbyterian.

Q: Can you explain what an associate member is?

A: An associate member as I understand it, is one that is active in the
church, contributes to the church and yet has never moved their letter or
still maintains membership in another church.

Q: Who was the minister at First Congregational Church when you joined?
A: Reverend Pittman.

Q: Are you able to recall any special qualities he may have possessed
that appealed to you?

A: Yes, I do. In fact it was he perhaps that made our minds up to join

the church. He conducted noonday services down at the Orpheum Theater on
every Friday noon. And it was a beautiful service and was well attended,.

And then he would come over to the YMCA where I worked at the time as a
secretary. And he was a very warm individual, was very friendly, and

this was the reason that we decided to join there. Jack Pugh who was the
YMCA secretary at the time, belonged. He and his family belonged there.

And we felt very much at home because it was a small church. The congregation
was very friendly. And he of course had that warm personality which was

the reason we joined the church.

Q: When did you first hear about services at the Orpheum Theater and
decided to go?

A: That was when I was working at the YMCA and he would come in sometimes
before he went over there to conduct the services and sometimes he came
over afterwards to the Y. It was kind of a meeting place, halfway house
to come and talk and visit.

Q: Were you married in First Congregational Church?

A: Yes, I was,
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Q: And was Reverend Pittman the minister?
A: Yes,
Q: Do you remember any of his words to you from the service?

A: 1 would have to think about that. It was very much an ordinary
service, I'd have to inject it here that we were married the day before
Easter and those were depression years, 1934, And we used the Easter
lilies for flowers and the organist, Hilda Taylor, was practicing her
Easter music and she played the wedding march for us.

Q: Do you remember what the day was like?

A: Yes, it was a very windy day. It was March, And it was a typical
March day, very blustery.

Q: Did many people attend?

A: Much larger than we expected. We expected just to go down and be
married in the church since it was depression years and we were very
short on money. And when we got down there our friends were in the pews
waiting for us. And we were pleased and surprised that so many were
there,

Q: Have you ever been a member of a couple's group at church?

A: Yes, we were. Very active in our old church., It was strictly a
social affair. There were perhaps twenty couples that belonged at the
time. And it was really a fun group. Went as a potluck group. And of
course everybody tried to take their best recipes., And there was always
some kind of entertainment. We might do it ourselves or we would invite
in someone. Something that would add to the enthusiasm of the group each
time. One time we had a relay and we had womens clothing in two suitcases.
And had the men, we had mannequins brought over from Bressmer's store,
two of them. And lined the men up and they had to dress these mannequins
and put the clothes back into the suitcase and let the other one dress
her and undress her. I don't know whether you want to put that in there
or not. But that was a fun night,

Q: Did you have a name for this group of people who gathered?

A: I don't believe we did. Young married peoples group is all I can
remember it was. But not any specific name.

Q: Was it always young married people?
A: No, they were not always that young. At that time I suppose we were
younger than we thought at the time. I would say we were probably people

between 25 and 40 and that was the young married people's group.

Q: Have a lot of the people that were in this group are they still
remaining friends and are still members of the congregation?



Inez Groan 3

A:; Yes, some of our best friends were members of that group.

Q: What about staffing in the thirties and forties compared to now? Did
lay people carry much of the load?

A: They carried a great load 1 would think. There was not an assistant
minister at the time. And he had quite a load to carry and there was not
much money at that time. And the men went down and painted, not the
sanctuary but the other, Sunday School rooms, the kitchen, and did a lot
of the carpenter work. There were two rooms that I recall that were
completely done by the men of the church. One was a little lounge back
of the kitchen and another ome was the little chapel up in the third
floor., Phil Garwick did most of that work.

Q: So we only had one minister. How large of a congregation would you
say that we had at that time?

A: I would only be guessing. Surely couldn't be over 250,
Q: So if it wasn't for the lay people helping out . . .

A: We could not have managed very well really,

Q: Have you ever been a Sunday School teacher?

A: Yes, I have. I had a group of little first and second graders. And
we met up in a little Sunday School room above the office, it was on
second floor I guess. There were about ten or twelve in the class. And
both boys, both little boys and little girls, And my daughter played the
piano or the organ, whatever we needed at the time. And we would sing
our little Sunday School songs and have a short little lesson. And then
we would move up to the chapel I think about once a month. So we would
always assemble in the Sunday School assembly room. That could either
take place before Sunday School, before we went to our rooms, or after.

I can't recall just which it was at the time.

Q: Would you say that Sunday School was a lot different in the old
church compared to the new building we have?

A: Yes, I have a feeling it was less formal. Really our rooms were
pretty makeshift. And I would say it was unusual in that we just had a
warmer feeling. I can't explain it. Of course I'm not in the Sunday
School like I used to be. And this maybe makes a difference too.

Q: Can you explain some of the "makeshift" rooms that we had in the new
building prior to the new educational wing where you taught Sunday School?

A: In the new building?
Q: Yes.
A: Yes, when we built our church we thought it would be adequate but we

had soon outgrown particularly in the Sunday School area. And our particular
class inherited the serving room and since we had an island right in the
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center of it, we couldn't move in chairs adequately. And so we sat or
the children did. There was one chair in the room and of course the
teacher got that. And we would sit on little pads. And when we did our
pad work and our drawing and our writing they stood at the counters all
around the room. And they colored and wrote and that was the way we
managed to do our Sunday School work that hour.

Q: What were the war years of the forties like in the church?

A: Well, they were-—-many of our young people of course had to go. And
we needed everybody in the church to help, And I remember, of course
there were many shortages at the time. We had to have stamps to get
sugar. We had to have stamps to get meat, And some people had more than
what they needed and some didn't have enough. Now I remember one time in
our young married people's group we had an auction. And if somebody had
an extra sugar we would auction off that sugar. You'd be surprised of
the prices that some of these items would bring. And of course we could
put [it] in our treasury and use it for things that the church might
need. I can't think of anything specific that we bought for it. But I
know it went inteo the church treasury but we had a lot of fun auctioning
those items. Mr. Groan was the auctioneer, .

Q: Did he like being the auctioneer?
A: Oh, he loved it.

Q: Forefather's Day dinners have been observed in our church for many,
many years. Have they always been known by this name?

A: No, many years ago we called it the New England dinner. And this
goes back many years even before I joined the church. When we changed I
don't know. Perhaps you do but I don't remember.

Q: I wish I did. Would you reminscence with us about this dinmer in the
old church at Fifth and Edwards like what kind of menu did we used to
have, what kind of speakers, whether there were host or hostess, table
decorations, food preparationsg?

A: Yes, we went to a great deal of trouble in those days. The women of
the church would bring their best silver, their serving dishes and silver,
Many of the women entertained their friends that night. It would be a
night that they could have them sitting around their table, Some of them
even brought there table linens. And they would bring it in baskets and
carry it in and put those baskets in the furnace room. And set their own
tables. The decorations were furnished at that time I believe by each
hostess. I'm not too sure about that. But when the tables were finished
they were really very, very lovely. And the women particularly worked
very hard. They had to peel all the potatoes. And we had very inadequate
equipment in our kitchen. We had a potato masher. I can remember it was
a huge bowl affair and that potato masher had to be donme by hand. I
remember one time a gallon of olives was brought to the church for our
New England dinner and they were dropped. That was the depression years
and that was a great lose to the dinmer. But we would always have turkey,
dressing, and mashed potatoes, gravy, sweet potatoes, cranberries and
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salad. Vegetables were usually peas I believe, And date pudding. Date
pudding was Mrs. Nelch's recipe.

Q: Have you ever been on a pulpit committee?
A: No, I was not, My husband was but I was not,
Q: Do you remember what Mr. Groan's, which pulpit committee he was on?

A: He was on the pulpit committee that brought Dr. Myers to Springfield
and I don't remember what year that was.

Q: Did he enjoy being on the pulpit committee?

A: Yes, very much., He and a group would take Sundays and they would
visit different congregations where they thought there would be a likely
person to bring to Springfield. And he enjoyed that very much. And he
was chairman of the Board of Trustees when Reverend Manes was the minister
from our old church,

Q: What would you say the responsibility of the pulpit committee is?

A: Well, I would say probably the responsibility was to search out the
best candidates that would fit into a church of our size, one that we
could support. Well, I can't tell you other than that actually what
other requirements they would have to have. It would have to be someone
that was very friendly. Someone that could use a congregation that was
willing to work.

Q: If I mention the date Monday, November 11, 1956 what comes to your
mind?

A: That was 24 years ago today. And it was the fire that took place at
our church. And I was in St. Louis that day.

Q: How did you find out the church was on fire?

A: When we drove up in the driveway after stopping in St. Louis, my
daughter ran out the door, "Mother, guess what happened today? Our
church burned to the ground." And it was a very emotional thing in our
family,

Q: Did you go down to the church just to see?

A: Not that day. I couldn't. We went the next day but I couldn't have
gone that night.

Q: Do you remember if you were able to sleep that night or was it . . .

A: I slept but it certainly was fitfully and it was the first thing that
went through my mind the next morning.

Q: Was the cause of the fire ever discovered?
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A: No, not that I know of. They never could determine what caused the
fire.

Q: Was anything salvaged?

A: There was very, very little salvaged as I remember, Maybe a pew in
the old Sunday School assembly hall or two. Some stained glass from the
stained glass windows. I don't know whether—-there were probably other
people that were maybe closer to the thing than I was at the time because
about that time, I went to work for the state and was not down there as
much as T had been in previous years.

Q: When you went down the next day and saw the church had burned what
were your feelings?

A: Of course it was a very sad time, fearful time to tell you the truth.
Because so much of our life had been put into it., We were married in the
church, my daughter was baptized in the church. And it was a great lost

to us.

Q: Were many offers extended to our church for use of facilities while
we were without a building?

A: Yes, there were, Many churches came to us and were very sympathetic
and offered space for us to hold our services or to join them in services.
And of course at that time it worked out very well that we went to the
B'Rith Sholom Temple. (tape stopped)

Q: You were mentioning the Temple B'Rith Sholom. Did they extend an
offer to us?

A: As I remember, yes, they did. They were very cordial and invited us
to worghip in their building and we did. And it was quite adequate
considering what we needed at the time,

Q: Why was the Temple chosen?

A: They do not have services on Sunday. On Friday night rather they
have them. BSo it left their sanctuary or their temple free for our
church to use on Sunday mornings.

Q: Now the very next Sunday after the fire our congregation had its
services at Temple B'Rith Sholom. What was that morning like?

A: 1 do not remember. I'm not even sure we were there that Sunday in
that we might have gone to a relatives. It seems to me we went to a
relative for a Sunday dinmer in Mason County.

Q: The closeness of the fellowship between Temple B'Rith Sholom and
First Congregational Church goes back a number of years. Could you give
any background on this?

A: Probably not too much in that Rabbi Snyder and Hudson Pittman were
very good friends and it seemed that there was always a closeness within
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the group, with the two groups. But how deep that was I really do not
know. But it certainly grew stronger at the time when we needed the help
that we needed at the time,

Q: Did we pay for any of the services we used at the Temple such as
electricity, heat or janitorial services?

A: 1 do not know whether we did or not, We did not pay rent for the use
of the Temple proper. When we moved into our new church a gift was
bought for the Temple and it was a mural. It is a very lovely thing that
is hanging in their Temple.

Q: Do you remember any of the details of the arrangements on use of the
Temple?

A: No, I don't,

Q: I'm kind of curious. Were we allowed to use our Christian symbols at
the Temple such as the cross or bring our Bibles in?

A: Oh yes. We brought our Bibles in. I'm not sure about the cross.
But I don't believe they would have objected if we would have used it.

Q: Do you remember if we were allowed to keep our supplies there like
the Bible or leave the cross there or did we have to remove them after we
got done with our service on Sunday morning?

A: I do not know.

Q: How soon after the shock of the fire did the congregation take steps
necessary to plan for the future?

A: It seems to me they started immediately. They started holding meetings
and small groups would meet in homes in an informal way. And out of it
grew strong committees, strong groups that began planning.

Q: Do you feel that it was good that we started immediately for our
future?

A: Yes. Yes, I do. It didn't give us a chance to separate.

Q: Were weddings of our church members and also funerals held in the
Temple?

A: No. Our daughter was married in that period and Dr. Myers married
her in the little chapel over at Westminster Church. I think he had done
that several times in other churches, But we chose Westminster because
that's where I had been a member previously.

Q: Was there a central theme or slogan used during the fund drive?

A: I believe there was but I don't remember the words of it. Perhaps
somebody else would.
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Q: Dr. Myers, I remember one sermon from looking at the past records,
had a sermon called "Forward From Ashes."

A: That's it. That's it.

Q: Did you feel as though that was a very good theme?

A: Oh, yes. Extremely good.

Q: I suppose one of the first of the major decisions to be made was
whether there would be a rebuilding on the old site on Fifth and Edwards
or a move somewhere else. Can you share how this decision was reached?

A: It was reached by a committee that had been appointed for a site to
study, to choose just the right place for our church. I think many did
not want to go back in our same location because the lot was so very

small that we'd have to go up completely and then there would be no
parking. So I think many felt that we had to get out where we needed
more room, where we had more room to expand.

Q: Did this committee take a long to reach the decision, do you remember?
A: Well I remember they worked at it very thoroughly. I couldn't tell
you how long it took them. I'm sure it was a matter of months. The
committee really studied the locations and there were some very intelligent
people on that committee., I can't tell you who they were because I don't
remember all of them so I wouldn't dare mention one or two.

Q: Was there a congregational vote taken on this matter?

A: I don't remember.

Q: Were there any special gifts given for the new building outside of
the ones from the members?

A: You mean like businesses in town or interested parties?

Q: Possibly that or possibly some members that might have given extra
donations for the new building.

A: I'm sure there were.
Q: Do you know if there were many buyers for the old church site?
A: No, I don't.

Q: In April of 1957 when the architect's primary plans were presented,
were people in favor of the design and were you in favor of the design?

A: Yes, I was very much in favor of the design. There were some that
would have gone into a more modern church but I certainly favored the New
England-type architecture.
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Q: Do you remember if the vote was taken on the new building design?

A: Possibly only through the committee. I don't know that we voted on
it as a church at large. I don't remember that.

Q: Do you remember during the fundraising drive [whether] your husband
and you were recipients of a red tie and a red scari?

A: Yes, we were,
Q: What did you have to do to receive these prizes?

A: We worked on the fundraising part of it and had to go out and solicit
members for their contribution to the new church. I don't remember
whether we had to have so many. I don't remember. But I remember we got
the scarves and the ties.

Q: Do you still have them?
A: No, sorry I don't.

Q: In planning for the church many committees worked under the general
chairman. You served on the furnishings and decorating committee.

A: Right,
Q: Could you tell us about this work?

A: Yes, it took many hours of planning indeed and we had decide what

kind of lighting there would be in the church, what kind of windows we
wanted, what color we wanted the dossal cloth to be, whether we wanted
stained woodwork, whether we wanted it white, and also made the decision
whether or not the Hadite block would be adequate, whether we were going
to have cushions in the seats immediately or later. We did not furnish
the balcony at the time. Let's see, what were some of the others. What
colors they were going to use. We spent many hours on all these decisions,
It was a very active and interested committee. Isabella Bradford gave
that committee leadership.

Q: YNow I notice in our present structure we only have one stained glass
window that being in closed chapel. Why was the decision made not to
have stained glass windows in the church sanctuary?

A: One reason I think they were too expensive. And the other reason was
we needed more light in the sanctuary.

Q: Also concerning the balcony, what was the balcony being used for,
strictly for seating or for possibly choir or organ? Do you remember?

A: I think it was for any overflow that we felt we might need. And that
space was available so they saved it for that. And of course it wasn't
furnished until several years later when pews were put up there,
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Q: Now you were also probably imvolved in the church kitchen.

A: Yes, but I didn't have anything to do with the selecting, the furnishing
of the equipment. Didn't have anything to do with that.

Q: Now getting back to the sanctuary. The cloths, carpet. I'm kind of
curious, Why was red carpet decided upon in our present structure?

A: Well, it has a rather-~this red is a very dignified color and since
everything else was white and grey we felt it needed the brightness and
the brilliance of the color brought in to give it warmth.

Q: Did you have a budget in which you had pretty much to stay within on
this committee?

A: Yes, we did but I do not recall what the figure was.
Q: Now Isabella Bradford was the chairman of this committee?
A: Yes.

Q: Was it her responsibility to watch how the money was spent on this
committee or were the trustees somewhat over you?

A: There was a finance committee that actually budgeted how much we
could spend on furnishings. But she did a great deal of work. She went
to the library and made trips to St. Louis. She was free to do all of
these things and so vitally interested that she spent many hours in
research,

Q: I have one question. The decisions that came out of your committee,
when you decided for instance that you did not want to have stained glass
windows, was your decision a decision that was made for the congregation?

A: As I remember it was.

Q: Would you say our membership grew, stayed the same or declined during
the period we didn't have our own building?

A: I would say it stayed the same,
Q: Why would you say it stayed the same?

A: Well I say it stayed the same because people had a kinship or a
relationship and an interest in the church. They didn't want to leave
and of course we didn't have a church to offer, a sanctuary, so people
were probably, even though they might be interested in our church, they
might be hesitate in actually joining. So I really don't~-if we grew it
was very, very slight.

End of Side One, Tape One
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Q:

Did you participate in the groundbreaking ceremonies on October 27,

1957 at Bates and Cherry?

A:
25,

Yes, we did. It was a rather cold day I remember. There were perhaps
30 people out there. And everybody took the shovel and turned a

little dirt.

Q: What did the area look like where the new church was to be built?
A: Well, as I remember they didn't have to tear anything down. There
was no landscaping there. And just a large, empty lot.

Q: Were there any dignitaries there?

A: No.

Q: Now you said you got to use the shovel?

A: Yes,

Q: Do you have any idea where that shovel is today?

A: I have no idea but I'd certainly be interested in knowing if you ever
find out.

Q: Did the old church at Fifth and Edwards have a pipe organ?

A: Yes, we did.

Q: Did it compare at all to our present one?

A: No, I think the one we have now is s0 superior. I'm not a music

student but I'm sure I enjoy it more.

Q:

Az

Do you feel the stained glass windows of the old church were outstanding?

The one we had particularly, that was on the Fifth Street side, the

oval, the round window was a beautiful thing.

Q:
A:

Q:

Qo

Do you miss them in our newer facility?

No, I don't.

Why would you say that?

Well I like the brightness of it, the light. I like the light.
I've heard the expression "BF member." What does it mean?
Before fire.

Now within the total membership now would you say BF members are

still fairly representive?
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A: Well, they're representative but they're slowly dwindling I'll say
that, And of course they've become most inactive, most of us.

Q: You probably remember well the famous Christmas home tour of 1957.
A: Right.

Q: This was a first for Springfield and definitely for First Congregational
Church. Could you tell me about this?

A: Yes, I can. Now that took a lot of planning too., And I believe it
was Helen Stephens that brought the idea into the women of the church,
And of course with Helen's enthusiasm it caught on. And we didn't have
any trouble getting homes that we could use for that purpose., The Franklin
Nelch home was just new at the time on Sunset Lane, And there we sold
the bakery things, 1 believe, out of her kitchen. And we decorated all
these homes or had a committee that decorated the homes. And at one
place, Mrs. I. A. Weaver bought all the white doves that were made for
this huge Christmas tree. And we thought at that time she was overly
generous because she paid us a dollar for each one of the white birds
that had been made,

Q: What was your responsibility in this big project?

A: To see that all the homes were decorated. There was a decorating
committee and we had to either appoint someone to decorate the different
homes or if the hostess wanted to do it herself with the help of the
different ones in the church. I'm trying to recall who they all were.
Byerly's home was one of them. The Franklin Nelch home was one of them.
Dr. Dilts' home. Dr., Cowdin. That's as much as my memory cam recall
right now. Do you have another 1ist?

Q: No, I don't. I wish I did. Were many women involved?

A: Oh, yes. Practically all the women in our church as I remember,
Everyone was anxious to have a little part of this very exciting activity.

Q: Did many people take the tour?

A: Yes. I don't recall how many took the tour but we sold tickets to
just take the tour, And of course they could just buy our bazaar items
and our pantry items also. I don't recall how many but I know there was
much traffic in all the homes.

Q: Did women's fellowship receive a large profit in this and what was
the money used for?

A: T can't recall what the money was used for but we thought we did very
well on it. I do not recall a figure however.

Q: At one of the homes, I think it was at the Cowdin's home, I heard
that you served 1100 people. How did you ever serve 1100 people in a
home?
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A: Of course, it lasted all day. And it was a constant stream. But I
don't remember what our menu was. But I know there was a constant stream
all day.

Q: I bet you were tired when the day was over?

A: Yes. We were. We were very tired.

Q: When you think of Christmas in the church, are there any traditions
that are maintained by our congregation?

A: Yes, there is. There 1s one outstanding one that we still have and
that's our white gifts service. At four o'clock there's a program put on
in the sanctuary and gifts are brought, clothing, canned goods, money
donations, up to the altar and placed there to be taken to needy families
in the homes where there is not sufficient Christmas for all.

Q: How are women's activities in the church organized?

A: Through guilds and women's fellowship. But we have some very strong
guilds in our church now. I think it's everyone's choice whichever ome
they'd like to belong.

Q: Which guild do you belong to presently?

A: Presently I don't belong to any.

Q: Now these guilds that are under women's fellowship, how often do they
meet?

A: Once a month and they have programs, speakers brought in., Usually
someone from the outside. And it'd be a little more entertaining than
just visiting.

Q: Are officers hard to find?

A: Yes, because nobody wants to take the responsibility for it and it's
very difficult to get people to say yes. They'll be willing to work but
they don't want to take the respomnsibility.

Q: Have you ever been an officer?

A: Yes, I'm presently vice-president of women's fellowship and get the
programs for the women's fellowship. And I served the same last year and
I served before as vice-president.

Q: Does it get any easier with the experience?

A: Not really. Not really.

Q: Does women's fellowship have a budget in addition to regular church
budget?






















