
Jegn Gadon was hm JUy 26, 1924 in N-c, I l l ~ i s  ard has been a 
life loag residmt of ce;rrtral Illimis. m. worm as an 
assembly line vmr)oer at W Saqmm Plant dur- Wrld War 
11. She l a m  mwed to office -k at the plant. TWay shs is 
-lay& by a state Bank axld Trust of Illiapolis. 

Ibadem of theora l  histmy-irfihauldbearinmindthat it is a 
tmscript of th@ a p h n  MWA, and that tlE intewiewer, narrator ala 
editor saqht to prreserve B informal, cmmsatioml style that is 
inhenera in sud~ historical sancas. Sargiopon SMa university is not 
-file for the fa- amracy  of the m i r ,  nor for v i m  
~ ~ ; ~ a r e f a r ~ ~ t o j ~ .  
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Q: Jean, harve ycxl lived arzxlrd IlliopoliEl all ymr life? 

A: Y e s .  

a: were ycru involved in the p r d w t b n  of d t i m ?  

Q: What types? 

A: 90 mill- and 75's. 

A: Yes. They'd be like anti-. 

Q: The 90 millhzks, were the larlpest: that were mumfactwed 
at the plant? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Escrw 1- did yau work in .that particular ama? 

A: Well I -1aed there until the errd of the lw~ilr h t  six rmarths befom 
the wr endsd I wmt to the off ie .  The wmc erdd m, 19451 
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arrd they cama dmn an the table and them9 was a girl cn each side of 
t h e t a b l e a r d t h e y h a d m d e n u u h m ~ ~ e s r d o f t h e ~ l  
~ i n g s a n d ~ ~ @ d t h o s e m ~ c a s i n g s a n d ~ l o a d e d t h e m u p o n  
dollies, I-, a n d t h e n W e y w e r e l x h n ~ ~ b a y s a n l ~  
~ * ~ U S B d t Q ] F U t m 8 & l e l l ~ i n .  

A: No. 

A: Yss,hrtInwerhandledthase. Whentheystarkdinthqhada 
1 ~ ~ ~ a f e l l m U t h e ~ ~ i m p ~ o f t h e ~ l c a s ~ t o t h a  
p r o j ~ a n d t h e n i t ~ o n d c k J n t h e l i n e a n d ~ r v w e r p z c k e d ~  
up, i3Ey justkGptmllingdcxrlnthe~1~. whentheygattomne~ 
mre in this big black ard it ms rolled up to n~ and I had 
t o t a p e m e l i d s t w t ~ ~ s u r e i t ~ t i * t & l n d s e o r t m ~ t o  
the of the table where it w a s  boarsd and shipped crut. 

A: Yes, in fact I had o m  when I f b t  ~ w w r ~  there. 

Q: Them wmld be a mewning anl an mdrq shift? 

A: Y e s .  
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A: Yes. 

Q: What did ycru do in the offioe? 

A: H i s  nams was Jdvr W. Gall-. 

Q: Was there a prim- cmpary h 1 V B d  in the 1naterhls? 

A: Yes. I n f a c t t h e y p a i d ~ a n ~ l h t h a n t k y d i d i n t h e  
officre and that's the mason I went to me line first. 

A: There mm quits a few. 

A: They dam erverythirrg that I dam and we had tm that e k e d  in our 
hy, they wod& back in the east end bhem I did. They dare 
basimlly the sanm thhq. We all had a job to do and we a l l  dcrne it 

an3 it was a n h  place, gm3 gnmp, hm& of -18. 
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Q: Did yau h a p  to yecall what date it was that y m  started at the 
plant? 

Q: So the plant had anly been aperathg for a few mrWm when ycru 
stmta? 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Did yclu have q that ycru for vmrk at  the 
plant? 

A: No, I just cca~e right a& of high Eichool. 

N b n t i c  High 

Q: A l q  ancrther line, do ycru feel that the wxk that yau did at the 
plant, either on the &ell afisem$ly line or in the office, 
yc~z for what y m  w e r e  go- to do later in life? 

A: Yes, m l h  2 had a & d l  explade. 

A: No. It in .the bay lxtt I don% recall what caused the 
ahell to elQ1ode. 
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A: I have rm idea, Dave, I can't say. 

A: No. 

Q: Can you think of any 0th~ mimes of paple that d#k be sateme 
tht I1dwant to IAJc to crmaybe saae of the other supervisors or 
plant manager or sT1ythim of that nature? 

A: No. 

A: Y e s .  
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A: No. 

Q: What abcolt 

A: lheyhadthis~cafeteriaw&remwmtforlunch. YauCQUld 
ei~takeycrurlunchartheyservedlur&. musedtogoeatat 
e lm-  ard they had a shi- at twelw-thhty arrd maybe the last 
tkm p u  axlld eat was pmbably abart om. It was was huge debria. 

a: mwas the food? 

Q: Well buth an l h  1 a a nmm gen3m.l i&a of all W plant. 

A: I have no idsa. 

9: Hcrw abentt l2m location of llns 1, crxtld ycru descrh that for nre 
in terms of it U d  have been if m muld go a& there arrd see 
it? 
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A: Yes. 

A: I guess it &be forthe heaw, theht i rq of W bays. 

Q: The plant was fairly sdf-acrrtained in the n that it had itls 
m - s y s k m a n d ~ t e r ~ l y .  Doycrulmowan@ingabart~ 
water mqply for ePrermple? 

8: Wmt abmt who w c d c d  at the plant who worhd m i d e  of 
Illicpolis, hcrw did get to t b  plant? 

A: Y e s ,  there mre peaple that lived at Atlanta, Illinois, sanu3 lived 
at W i a  and thq dmve weq day. 



Jean Gordon 8 

Q: D i d t h q r e Q B i v e s a m t y p e ,  a s I r a c a l l t h e r e w a s ~ t y p o f g a s  
rzitbnh-q during the war so did U q  M v e  saare like an exenpkion so 
t h a t ~ ~ d g e t ~ ~ t o d o t h a t ?  

A: Yes. 

A: No. 



A: Ycruld better run Wmt by ma again. 

A: I hwe no idea, that I CCUldn't tell yau. 

Q: Were these office matsrials sold at auction? 

Q: What abmt -ti& facilities at plarrt? 

A: Yau for us eapplayees? 

Q: Yes. 

8: What did ths military prsmml at W e  plant do? 

Q: Sacurity was provide3 by the military? 

A: I wwld am,mm yes. No, no I think- I &nlt I m w *  hired 
the security. 



A: No, #q ware civilians. 

Q: Yau really feel that W military at the plant then was 
fairly W1, is .that an m t e  -3 Nut a lot of military 
people arcurd? 

A: W e l l I d o n l t k n e k t a b x t . U h e u U m r l h o r l % e s a r t h s i d e ,  Ican 
only speclllate m l h  1 lmt Itmy were in a n l  azt, ycru felt a sense of 
security w i t h  in and crut. I wmld say they w m e  well pmvided 
w i t h  garenmawrt pxmml and security out there. 

A: No, I don't. 

A: NOI I dOBllt, Ewe. I I was just a sc@mmm in high t&ml 
when this taw all hldq place rwt liviq in I l l i ~ l i s ,  I dcmlt 
haw abaut the feel* of #e people. 



A: No, I & I t .  

A: No. 

Q: A t W t i n r e ~ t . t h s p l a n t ~ c l & y a t i n d i c a t e d t h a t ~ m  
~ 1 v e d w i t h d ~ i r r g ~ o f f i o e a n d ~ ~ n c r t : w r r e o f ~ c l o e i n g  
drrwn of .Uns pndwtim l h .  What abmt the sale of the land? We've 
already discuaaed I knaw that WRdb ended up w i t h  sac of -be grmmA. 
C e r u l d y a u t e l l m e a r r y t h i n g a b k t h e ~ o f i t f m m y w r ~ i ~ ?  

Q: Where the c b d m l  plarrt is m, is that part of the 
~ t h a t ~ i n t h e ~ p l a r r t ?  

A: No I can't. 

8: Did ycu ever henre occasicm to visit the deal. facilities at the 
plant? 

A: No. 

Q: Ike you aware of w b t  .the medical facilities oansjsted of? 
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A: Y e s ,  m w a l k d  right by to go dam to the l h .  No, I wver 
had the m i o n  to use it. 

what kind for 

A: Wel l I~ theyhadaampleofccr t s in there , theyhad  
erverythirrg just l h  a little doctor's offioe. 

Q: Were dmtors at all tim~? 

A: No, as I say when I gat off at farr o'clock I mnt strdqht hernut 
and I really wasn't f d i a r  w i t h  in Illiopolis dAer than the 
factwe'dccarrebacktotheskathqrmk. B18~hadaskatirrgrinkhere 
& t h e y h a d a l l W o f  e a t i n g p l a c e s l y u t a s f a r a s ~ ~  
in Illiapolis l3m-4, m, I didn't. 

Q: Yau were familiar w i t h  Illicplis befare the war? 

Q: Catld ym describe s ize  of the &ell that y c ~ z  w v x e  making, the 
90 miJ.lim&xc? Just s l m ~  ms hcrw big it was. 

A: Well let's see, I wmld say lh that. 
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Q: A little crvier three feet? 

Q: So it's 90 mill-  wide for a larger ane and 75 miLliraeters 
for the smll om. was actually a pmjecrtile as in the way 
bulletsaremde, thareisapxrjectile, t l a s ~ l e t p a r t a r d t h e s h s l l  
-w 
A: Yes. 

A: Oh yes. 

Q: Was it as 1- as a softball? 

A: Indiamst;er, Iwwld sayahx t the  size of a softkdl. 

A: Y e s .  

Q: Was it hollaw or solid? 

A: It was solid. 



Q: D i d  n m t  peaple participate in that? 

A: Y~B, I thinkwaybdykmqhtwar=, I did. I thinkmore or 
less na3t of them did* 

Q: Wm there lots of poetem a m m i  the plant? 

A: Yes. 

A: Y e s .  

A: If there was I don% knm anythirg abart it. 

A: Yes. 1% talkhq abaxt t b  darqer park, what cmld ham happnd 
b t i t d i d n r t .  Eutitms justlikago~intaarryutherjcbemty 
nwwnirrg* 

Q: Yax wse Saying that it ms like any ather jab ard ycru just went 
in? 




