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Preface 

This rmnuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted by 
Sara Wells for the Oral History Office during the winter of 1985. Linda 
Jett transcribed the tapes and Sara Wells edited the transcript, 

Mrs. Nkirgaret (hike) Gaule was born in Springfield, Illinois on Novaber 
20, 1917. She was a nei&bor to Harriet Kmdson, the faunder of Lincoln 
Manorial Garden, and helped Mrs. Knudson fran its beginnings. Mrs. Gaule 
was an avid gardener and active in the Springfield Civic Garden Club, the 
Garden Club of I1 linois and Lincoln Memorial Garden, holding offices in 
all three. She served as Grounds' Chairman for many years at Lincoln 
Garden and mrked with Harriet Knudson and Jens Jensen there. Because of 
personal differences, she no longer serves actively at the Garden, but 
says she misses it , because two-thirds of her li fe has been spent there. 

Readers of the oral history manoir should bear in mind that it is a 
transcript of the spoken mrd, and that the interviewer, narrator and 
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is 
inherent in such historical sources. Sanganon State University is not 
responsible for the factual accuracy of the mmir, nor for views 
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge. 

The lllarrmscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It m y  not be 
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical, 
without pelmimion in writing fran the Oral History Office, Sangmn 
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708. 



Margaret Gaule, November 13, 1985, Springfield, Illinois. 

Sara Wells, Interviewer. 

Q: krgaret, you have been in on the Garden just about fran the beginning, 
haven1 t you? 

A: Yes, I have. 

Q: Mbuld you share a little bit about how you becsme interested in it 
ard haw ycru began to wrk there? 

A: I guess I joined Garden Club, and after I joined Garden Club, I got 
involved with the Lincoln &lamrial Garden right away. I loved the outdoors 
and they did a lot of planting and whenever they did plantings or anything 
like that, I was always right there to help with it, And of course w 
knew Mrs. Knudson because she 1 ived out west of Springfield by us. I 
lived on the Bradf~rdton Road and my sister wnt to high school with her 
daughter . 
Q: And you wre a very close carpenion to Mrs. Knudson? 

A: Yes, my neighlmrs used to say, after she had passed away they'd all 
cane by and they'd say, 'Were's your tooting friend?" and I'd say, lr2hat 
do you mean?" They said, "Your friend that pulled up and if you werenlt 
up, she'd just toot away expecting you to run out.'I (lawter) 

Q: She was a ~*13an on the go, wasn't h e ?  

A: (3-1 yes, she was. Yes, and she'd always stop by. If she had any 
cyxestions or anything or maybe I might have had sane plants out of my 
yard or got sane wild flowers fran saneplace, she'd stop by and always 
drive up on the drive and toot, and they all called her my tooting friend. 

Q: Did ahe have an idea of what she mnted in that Garden before Jens 
Jensen cane? 

A: Well, she knew she wanted the plants that wre native to the time 
that he [Lincoln] lived here. 

Q: And h e  was quite knawledgable? 

A: Oh yes, yes, very knowledgable. She was a good horticulturalist. 

Q: I see, and you wre telling before about when the city officially 
gave the okay for the Garden. Would you . , . 
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A: k had the hrning of the fagots, and of course that was new to me. 
It means that you burn the twigs or the little piecea of Hnood or branches 
and they're usually in the bRxndles to be used as fuel. So she had all 
the city camnissioners, and I never did hear why v+e did this, ht fran 
what I understand I'm thinking it might have been we wre bringing all 
the city officials together and w were cooperating, They had given us 
the okay to go ahead and use the Garden as a living nmmrial, this acreage. 

Q: And that was already a couple of years after you had started to 
clear the pound? 

A: Yes. Oh, the ground w a  clea~ed. It m a  all fanning land. I don't 
think there was more than seven trees, and not more than ten [trees] 
maybe on the acreage, because it w s  all farming and dairy farms in that 
area. 

Q: c&, I see. Naw wuld you share exactly what you did there? This is 
what is difficult. People that you talk to about the Garden, they are 
really invested there, and they're very general in their approach, but v,e 
need to be mre specific today as to exactly what you did there. 

A: Well, in the beginning, I really started out &enever they had plants 
to bring dom like sam of the people fran Chicago or maybe Jensen would 
get sane lilies, and things like that, or we'd go out and get plants 
ourselves and take than out there and plant them. Of course he [Jensen] 
had a plan of where everything w s  to go. One time he was d m  and he 
wanted the marsh marigolds in a certain area, and I couldn't see it 
because I'd gone out to Peoria and dug them myself and I knew the kind of 
area. Well naw saneone said the last couple of years they hadn't seen 
the marshmarigolds and of course I haven't been uut to walk the Garden 
at that particular time. So I insisted on putting this up a little 
slough mre, and wa had mrshrnarigolds there that was just a blanket of 
gold in the apring of the year. And then ~ l l e  tried skunk cabbage, a 
couple of the girls pt skunk cabbage, and put them in there and they 
wre flourishing for a couple of years lut they haven't seen those either. 
I3ut b [Jensen] kept wanting the lilies put in at a certain place and I 
think it was too daap for the lilies and they got their little roots just 
mthered with water. 

Q: And once they died like that, they wren't replaced? 

A: Yes, sane of the people would give us plants to replace them and then 
we bought sune too. W had taken than up and put them down in a slough 
and one day HR looked out and they had piled all this brush VIB had cut 
wer the top and set a bonfire to it, but I don't think it hurt too nuch 
because lilies were still caning up there. 

Q: I see. 

A: And then VE had another area where Jensen planted the lilies and 
those were really flourishing too. 

Q: Now h e n  yau say that Jensen planted, do you actuallymean that . . . 
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A: No, it was his plan where HR should plant them. Rk usual ly did the 
planting, or a group of ladies fran micago wuld cam down. 

Q: Did he and Mrs. Knudson ever tangle that you how of? 

A: Not that I Imm of. He'd came aver ard want to talk with us and 
she'd say, ttNow Margaret, we don't have time for that. We've got hsiness 
to take care of." So I never got to talk to him too rmch. None of us 
who did the planting really got to talk to him ae mch as w'd like to, 
but I do knw that he had ideas. He never wanted anything in a straight 
line so he'd say you take and rnake a curve and then ylou come in and see 
this big planting, then it leads ycsu on, and as it leads you on, you see 
sanething else. 

When MR put in the sidewalk and dedicated it to Ws. Knudson, I knew 
nothing about a sidewalk. We started out going to Lawrence, the construction 
carpany, and he told us a few pointers and everything he said I wrote 
d m .  Then we'd go to the next comtrmction carrparry and they'd talk to 
us and give us a few more, By the time w got to the last one they 
really thought we were pretty intelligent wrmen. (laughs) So v,e started 
the sidavalk in April, let's see, w signed the contract with Mr. Lawrence 
Construction m a r r y ,  the very first carpaq w went with, on April 6, 
1971, By June 11 we had the sign fran Mr. Benatti. We went out and had 
a bronze sign and had the engraving and had it okayed by Berta Cochran, 
Mrs. Knudsonts daughter, and had it all ready to go for the Indian Sumrer 
that year. My cousin, Johnny Hunter, was to give the--dedicate the 
sidewalk to Mrs. Knudson, and he was unable to be there, but my cousin, 
Lee Nicholson, who v~norked for John Hunter, was able to cane out and give 
the dedicatory. He knew Mrs. Knudson which I thought meant more than it 
wuld have if it had been just John Hunter. 

Q: Yes. And as I urderstand, even after Mrs. Knudson becane blind, she 
still continued to knw what was in that Garden? 

A: Qh yes! And when we put down this wlk arrd dedicated it, everyone 
wanted it to be a straight walk. It wasn't going to cost us much lxlt we 
knew Jensen' s plans and his ideas. He always said, "Never use a straight 
line. It's the shortest distance betwen two points, but you go up and 
mike a curve and cane in and you see the building, then you go into the 
hilding and look out and ycru see the lake." He didn't want us to see 
everything fran one point. 

Q: That rrmkes sense. 

A: Yes. Ard it adds to beauty, it really adds to the beauty. And w're 
proud of that walk. There wsnlt a crack in it. I haven't checked it 
lately but we were really proud of it to think that it held up as well as 
it did. Aryd w had special specifications. We went out there one morning 
and the sand wsnl t as deep as it was supposed to be before the wire w s  
put on, ard boy w got into it right then and got it straightened up. 

Q: You learned your lessons wll. 
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A: Yes. (laughter) 

Q: Now how long is that walk that we're talking about? 

A: Well, it wnt fran the boulders to the Nature Center. They've extended 
it in the mantime, oh in the last seven years I think, something like 
that, why they've taken it out to the roadway. 

Q: Now you don't ever foresee walks taking the place of the little 
lanes, do you? 

A: No. This w s  just because it was used so heavily and we couldn't 
keep the grassy areas and it had soft spots VE had to gravel anyway, and 
this was really the line of least resistance and w plt it--it's got sane 
of the stones that cam up, so it looks more like the clay soil. 

Q: I see. 

A: And then talking about MPS. Knudson, even when she couldn't drive her 
car, I wid go over and get her and take her out to the Garden and she'd 
gro right down into the field with us no matter where WE went. Abaut 
noontime, after she had her lunch, she'd take a little nap. One day she 
disappeared and I went back to check on her because usually in about an 
hour she'd be caning to where WE were. We wre only a short distance but 
none of us saw her leave. She had becane. lost in that Garden and she was 
perrspiring. I'd gone all the way up to the Nature Center; I got everyone 
involved that was up there mrking, all looking, and WE finally got back 
to where v e  wre and here she was. She really didn't tell us what happened, 
but w how she was lost. 

Another time w were wrkirg at the Garden and John Aarup happened to be 
out there that day too and w went in for lunch. It was a hot day. W 
told her never to touch the fan. She h e w  where the fan was and she went 
over and put her--turned on the fan and put her finger in it and cut it 
off, cut part of the giner. I had to take her to the doctor of course, 
and I can't stand blood. John Aarup cane in with coal oil and poured on 
it [her finger]. (laughs) I don't how Whether ~ n e  should have done 
that--I wouldn't have. And so ME called the doctor and called Berta [her 
daughter] and I took her into the doctor. He took her right away and got 
it taken care of, and then I took her ham. 

Q: At that time ws she blind? 

A: Yes, she was and VIR always told her never to touch the fans, but we'd 
been out in the field and no one was in the Nature Center. It was a day 
men everyone was off , and she went over and turned the fan on. 

Q: Yoll know an organization like this where one person is so strong in 
influence in the beginning sanetimes it's very difficult for them, as 
others cane in and begin to have their ideas, to ride with that, to 
change with that . . . 
Q: k 1 1 ,  I think we had her--we knew what she wanted and vhat Jensen's 
plan was. 
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Q: And people respected that? 

A: Yes. And it seaned like everyone wrked so hard to please and to pt 
it back. Wen I w s  groundst chairman, VE had an m a 1  meeting at 
Holiday Inn and Mr. Milton Thqson was at that meeting and he'd been to 
sum historical, national historical meting and he said that he was 
talking to a gmup of people and they said that of all of Jensents plannings 
and things, that the Lincoln Garden was the closest to any . . . I was 
real proud because I was groundst chairman there. 

Q: I see. And so haw marry years has it been that you've been out there 
working? 

A: Well, since the beginning Itd say, almost, but I haven't done anything 
mch. I had a hip replacmt. Of course when I'd cut dow these trees 
with these boys and drag than, and then *n ME got all this cut down, 
w'd take and drag than into a council ring, or if ME could get then to 
the roadside, the city w l d  cane and pick than up. Men WE put it in 
the cuuncil ring then we'd burn it and I think that probably didn't do me 
w good- 
Q: No. One of the things, referring to the council rings, story was 
told about Nfr. Jensen that he envisioned those as having fires in then at 
night and . . . 
A: kll, he thought of the Indians caning and the Indims always wuld 
have a pow-m, or a big meeting, whenever they could see the amke ring 
of a night. Mherever they saw this anoke ring, all the Indians *re 
gathering. And this was to be a gatherirg place k t  I'm sorry to say, 
sane of them insisted that nre take out the center stones in the council 
riqp d Itm still very mch opposed to it, because I think those council 
rings have a purpose. 

Q: Did he have any other ideas like that? Things that he could see that 
perhaps just caning upon . . . I'm sure that people when they see those 
council rings, they don't think about the Indians and about the sight 
that that would have been on the lake, having all those bonfires going at 
night, 

A: kll, and of course I think that he thought it muld be a place where 
the children, the scouts and everyone could congregate. And we've had 
acme beautiful meetings out there. Mk had meetings of a night where we'd 
listen to the sounds, or mybe birds, or things like that going over, and 
identification. We've had meetings in the council ring where w l d  have, 
oh like a rock group, we'd have a tremexlus c r d  lxlt w didntt want to 
advertise it because ME knew that they'd take over the Garden. 

Q: hhat is that-rock? 

A: Rock music. 

Q: Oh, for goodness sake! 
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A: And it was popular, then w even had the Copper Coin [Ballet] wuld 
cam out and give a progran. We've had singing groups out there. &ally 
therete no end to the people that can use the Garden as a background for 
their arts. 

Q: Now are you still open to allow these kinds of things or have you 
seen more restrictions as time wnt on? 

A: I think that they have to mke mre plans. A lot of them wuld like 
to have wddings and they kind of restrict sam of those things. 

Q: k s  there ever a time when you could picnic out there? I knaw now 
there are signs that you can't. 

A: hk used to. 

Q: #is there sanething that happened that changed that? 

A: I think that sacrre of then started fires arad didn't put thm out. 

Q: I see. Was that a long time ago? 

A: Yes, quite a while ago. And see that's when WE became so dense, and 
in dry wather we wre afraid, and then some of the people--we've had a 
couple of fires out there. 

Q: Zhat cauld be really bad, with all the trees that you have now. 

A: And then when w had this controlled turning, Willim Hannel was our 
naturalist, and of course w t d  heard about the prairie area. k should 
burn every other year or every three years, and WE did and it really did 
marvelous. Now the prairie, the Morton Arboretun had given us plats of 
prairie plants and w brought those down here and planted thm. They had 
them in the plats, in these boxes, just the my ME were to plant than in 
the Garden, and that's just the way vie planted than. We're beginnirg to 
see the value of that now. 

Q: Men you talk about prairie, is there a special part in the Garden? 

A: A special area, it's an open area, and it's called the prairie area. 

Q: And Were wuld that be located say as you cane . . . 
A: That's closer to the Latin School. If you go down, closer to the 
last entrance up by the Latin School. 

Q: Okay. Ard about how big an area is that? 

A: Well, it's not too big, lxlt it's nice, a nice size. 

Q: Will that be marked or is it just for the knowledgable people who . . 
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A: hk had mrkers all up, lxlt you know the vandals are sanething else; 
you never knw. We don't know why they tear them off and they have to be 
replaced. 

Q: I see. I lanw there are always a few people whose ntmes always cane 
up when you're talking about the Garden, but I'm sure aver the years that 
you've been there there's been a lot of different people who gave a lot 
of th-elves. Is there anyone in particular or . . . 
A: Saneone that you don't hear rmch about is Polly Horsley, that's Bill 
Horsleyls wife, and she was really a hard wrker. She waa like the rest 
of us. She might have been a senator's wife, ht that didn't make any 
difference, she got out there and wrked as hard as any of us did. 
They'd given a lot to the Garden and Bill Horsley used to always do 
Indian flmner. Every Indian Surmer, this was part of our progran, he 
always read that and portrayed that part. 

Q: And what year was this that they were involved or do you even recall? 
Was it the 1930s, 1940s or 1950s? 

A: W11, I'd say probably fran 1940 on, mybe even before. 

Q: And how did he spell his name? 

A: Horsley. H-0-R-S-GE-Y. He still lives on the lake. Willian Horsley. 
He's an ex-senator. Then VR had Catherine Zeller. She was quite a 
botanist, and she had canpiled a list of all the trees, the shrubs, the 
plants that wre in the Garden and when they muld bloan. And anytime 
we'd go out and w t d  see sawthing in bloan, w t d  go in and mark it on 
the chart and then she canpiled this list. 

Q: I see. And is she still around? 

A: No, she died in 1961. And she w s  a hard wrker too. 

Q: Wst of these people wre the behind-the-scenes people that you 
muldn't hear mch about? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Is there anything else that you can recall? LIke I said, I don't 
want to talk, I want you to do the talking. 

A: kll, we made a rule on the graundsl cattnittee while I was graundsl 
chainman, that we wuld always keep all the benches, the shelters, the 
fountains and everything like that, ht m didn't care to add to them. 
hk didn't have the money and we tried to get the people that donated 
these different things to restore them. Nm I understand Flkrlgreents 
Bridge is in dire need of repair or replacing. I don't know what they 
are going to do. WE wrote to the different garden [clubs], the states 
that had given benches, arad sane of them were civil war groups that had 
given. k didn' t want to txlt what are yau going to do when they offer 
them to you? And they all have a quotation fran Lincoln [on them]. One 
of the things that Harriet Knudson wuld often say if we thought that we 
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were being whipped, she mid, "Determine a thing can be done, and it 
will.t1 

A: (& yes, I saw that. (laughter) 

Q: She'd always say that and as we'd go dawn the Garden path MR learned 
that w plucked the little flmr that was a weed out of place and put it 
back into the Garden where it belonged (laughter) because they wre 
scarce and far between. Men my son, and he's 41 naw, when he was about 
two years old, I started wlking through that Garden with him. And oh, I 
got in blackberry briars, I didn't think that I mid ever get at. I 
put him on my shoulders and WE finally got out and I swre I'd never go 
back, Wt then w got the CXlC [Civilian Conservation Corps] boys to cane 
in and clean up the Garden which Jensen had opposed very much, and I 
don't k n a ~  whether he ever lmew it. 

Q: Did he have any particular reason for opposing the OX boys? 

A: I don't Imaw, I think he'd seen wrk that they had done up around the 
Qlicago area and these boys =re fran out around Peterslxlrg, but we wre 
very happy. Chtside they did eradicate all of our pawpaw bushes. We had 
a beautiful grove of pawpaw hrshes and they just took them all out and 
they never did cane back. 

Q: Did they think that they were weds? 

A: I don't know whether they made a mistake or they needed sam guidance 
then, but they took them all out. As a whole they did a lwely job of 
restoring it BO ME could get back to it again. And of course anything 
you plant, you have to leave it grow so marry years and everything cane 
up, and everything that cane up HR wanted to leave. Then it was a job to 
go through arad get all the locusts out and all the mples that were 
seedlings a d  things like that. 

Q: I see. Now when people talk about Illr. Jensenls plan; haw extensive 
was that? Was it mainly haw he wanted it to look? Was it the plants 
that he wanted to go in there? Was it things like benches and the circles? 

A: He could see places like circles and benches for people to relax and 
enjoy the beauty around them. Ehat he had a plan where he put the big 
trees out in one area. Under these big trees wre the ~tnaller trees, 
like the redbud and the dogmod, the service berries, bushes and things 
like that. Then under these would be the small spring plants that muld 
cane up, wildflowers, and after the leaves cane out, these wildflowers-- 
the leaves and everything just covered them and you didn't even h w  they 
were there. It was a changing season all the time but he studied nature 
and he knew that on the edge w s  alway~ the bushes and the m l l  trees 
and the big trees were in the bigger areas. And he wanted us to plant in 
large plantin@ so that it whould shm the greatness of Lincoln, these 
plantings. They [the visitors] muld drift along and then you'd go on a 
ways and you'd see samthing else. These were all in large plantings, 
and that was his reason for that. 
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Q: He really did--in sane of the readings they felt that Lincoln's nane 
was attached just more for publicity, but he aeemed to be invested in the 
Lincoln idea? In the idea of doing this for MP. Lincoln? 

A: Yea, A d  he really observed nature as it really was. He planted 
these plantings in the area where Lincoln walked through, that wuld be 
familiar to him. He didn't want every plant that was growing in this 
state, you know, but he wanted to plant hat was mst familiar to Lincoln. 

Q: Have they stuck pretty close to that plan, do you think? 

A: Yes. I think that they're getting back to it again. It had gotten 
out of hand after about, oh in the first part of the eighties, I'd say. 
Wxt I think they're getting it back closer to the plan that Jensen had 
had again. 

Q: Is that new leadership? Or the sane leadership just seeing a 
different . . . 
A: W11, I think funds is one thing. Of course VE started out--Mrs. 
Knudson used to cam by here and he had a checkbook d she'd show my 
husband that checkbok with thirteen cents in it, and that's all. And 
b e  said ME need a drive so they started a drive and established a trust 
fund. It was pretty successful, but sanehow the trust didn't do as well 
as--I think they've gone in and used the interest fran it. And we hadnf t 
intended it to t~ used. We intended that always to be put back. 

Then we built the Wilding and before that we'd go out to Harriet Krmdsonls 
garage and w l d  gather cones and all these flmrs. On ny vacation I had 
a good time doing this, I'm not really camplainirg about--ht my children 
and I traveled with 9 husband in nine states. We gathered all these 
pine cones or anything odd or different and carrion berries--over in 
Indiana I could get them by the trunk load. Then Harriet had sane big 
hickory nuts and we'd get beech pods wer in Indiana. We'd bring all of 
thse back and mrk with then. Then ME -re in Kentucky one time and w 
have a bell at the Garden and this bell has been a popular selling iten 
since wtve had the Split Rail Shop. 

A lot of people don't give Molly Gray credit, but she's the one that 
naned the Split Rail Shop. % all thought of nanes, but she cane up with 
Split Rail Shop. Mk thought it was a nice nam, and she is the originator 
and she has pushed that. 

She and I would @--I had this friend in Peoria at Bon Hocken Junction 
and she gave me the naane of wholesalers in micago. Then I got another 
fried of mine who gave me this Mr. Harold's nane in St. ]Louis, Then of 
course our children were in college d m  there and they told us about the 
wholesale houses. Mr. Harold got us into the vdmlesale buses and we 
found out that if w got a h r ,  w could get in on our om. So we got 
a mrbr so MB ctwld get in. Wlt MPS. Packlinwld tell us, she'd tell 
us exactly where these wholesale houses were, who to ask for, and that's 
the way w gut started in this Split Rail Shop to buy materials to mke 
things. Then the Garden Club of Illinois always had a flmr shaw. And 
hblly and I were the two best--I hate to brag--but w =re the two best 
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salesmen of the Whole group. W1d take everything up to Chicago and same 
of the girls wuld go. Sawtimes it uaed to be that we'd take it up for 
Harriet [Krrudson] and leave her up there, then w l d  go back in the middle 
of the wek and go to the wholsale houses, picking up thin@ we needed. 
And one day w bought these holstein caws and they wrenvt selling and 
Wl ly [Gray] said, wTheytre the c w  that kicked the Lrucket over that 
started the micago fire." (laughter) And HR mld thorn COWS; we 
couldn't hardly keep up. And then--she alwap hesitates--ht I was the 
one who would always encarage her. And I'd say, "If VR don't have it, 
he can't sell it, so let's get it.'' Anti so we'd take that. Wlt we 
started really fran things that Harriet [Kmdson] had had. She had some 
walnut wad out in her barn, and then she had these big hickory nuts. 
I'd wrk--oh drill four holes in every hickory ~rut--w'd wire it, and 
wrap the wire, and then we'd make than into clusters and take them to 
Chicago. men HR vent dawn into the south and I saw these birdhouses 
made out of white birch. Mk got busy and made these birch houses and we 
sent one out. We had one mde already by the time the group mnt to 
Chicago. And then Molly and I got there with five or six and they wre 
sold before w could get then cut and marked. 

Q: My goodness. Naw before yau had the place where the ladies now wrk 
on the gifts, where did you uaed to do this? 

Q: W met out at Harriet's garage. Or else in sane of the hares. Or 
weld be working on things--nuw like those big hickory nut clusters, we 
mrked on those. Rb started out miking wreaths and Harriet and Jessie 
Knotts and hbs. Walgreen, the three big ones, we'd do the work and they'd 
do the selling. Then it got so that we got in on the act and got to sell 
it, and *en we did so wll ME mre really glad. And then they got so 
that they m l d  visit with the people while w did the wrk there. 

Q: And you were mentioning too that as Groundsf Keeper---it1$ not one of 
the glamm jobs, lnxt it's one of the very basic jobs, 

A: Yes. It was aanething that I felt that HR had to get the grounds 
back to where Jenssn had--similar to Jensenls plan--we hew that we could 
never, because things keep graving. And w can't expect--it's not like a 
mommmt that will stand there and finally deteriorate. Tlaese trees, 
they becane big. The rstormrs cane through, things like that, and we had 
the most monderful cooperation with the city service. Wenever I'd go 
aver there I'd tell them what I want, they'd serrd me a tractor, just 
before they took the m r s  off to maw our Graden before Indian Surmer 
(the areas we wanted m d ) .  Then if ~ f !  had heavy wrk, they'd caneover. 
We had a fountain and they wrentt supposed to do it, but they came aver 
and fixed that fountain. I don't hw how many feet they had to dig kt 
they put in a new copper tubing to get the fountain so it wuldntt leak 
arryaaore . 
Q: Does that pcial arrangenent betwen the city and the Garden still 
go on, do you think? 

A: I think to a certain--part of the the. Wzt now there are so mny 
restrictions on insurance about driving the tractors. He'd even lorn me 
a tractor if I could get the man to drive it. 
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Q: Life was a lot simpler. 

A: Yes. And many a time Ruth Christianson was really my right-hand- 
on the grounds. One day I said, "A1 1 r i@t , Luke [Margaret ' s husband] 
said we can have the pickup truck and he'd going to be out of town." So 
we took the truck and wnt out and started hauling wod chips. k had 
fly ash at first but the fly ash muld track into the building. It was 
all right outside but then w began to notice the plant material would 
cane up through that fly ash. Well, that was all right but . . . 
Q: Excuse me, but was this for the path? 

A: Yes, for the path. And then everytime I'd see like Salyerls Tree 
T r h r  or sam of those people having chips, HR told then that we didn't 
want the chips that had all leaves in it. bk wanted chips that were 
chips and not leaves, [HR couldnlt] have than blowing all around. So 
they knew exactly what w wanted and then after w got on to the idea, 
all the parks and everyone else got the ssxm idea and wanted to use than 
too. But they're still good to bring out chips. 

Q: Do those have to be replaced? 

A: The chips? Oh yes. Ever so oftenw have to put thanon. It 
depends on the traffic on the paths. 

Q: I see. Has there been any particular part of the Garden that was a 
lot more trouble than any otherpart? 

A: Well, I think one of the wret jobs Ruth mristianson and I ever did 
was clear out the fringe tree area. And they're beautiful. They're down 
in the slough, close to the prairie area. hk mnt in and cut I don't 
knw know maxly trees, and maples, and locusts, and things that had grown 
up and almst took the fringe tree area, aml it's a beautiful area. 
k've tuck-pointed the coucnil rings, in fact I'd say w did a better job 
than whoever tuck-pointed then this last time. 

Q: We1 1, great. 

A: We didn't lmaw how to do it, but m found out. And sane of our 
stones =re missing, so w got in the car, went out to m. Nichols, and 
vie said, "Howmuch w l d  you charge us (he was a friend of ours; he has a 
stone carparry and he's passed away in the meant h), haw rmch would you 
charge rn for sane stones. We need quite a few?n He said, ''Giveme 
five dollars, ht don't cane back here or look at nr? again (lawter) but 
you get as lllfury as you can for five  dollar^.^ We loaded the car. In 
fact sane of the hills we didn't knw whether we'd get up. 

Q :  Oh rqy goodness. (laughter) 

A: And w wnt out and hand-picked the stones that rn thought w needed 
to use. It HALS mre than enough for all the caucnil rings, But he was a 
friend of the Garden too. 
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Q: Now were the stones missing as a relrmlt of vandal ism? 

A: Vandalim, yes. 

Q: And not just mar and tear. 

A: Oh no. 13ut of course w ' d  never tuck-pointed before either and w 
soon found out how to do that. 

Q: That's wonderful. Is there a way they lock up the Garden at night? 
Haw do they keep their hours? 

A: Frm sunup to sun dawn. 

Q: Wlt I mean do they have mtchnen there in the evenings? 

A: The police came through and if there is too many cars around, they 
hw there is sanething going on. And the neighbops are good to keep 
track of it. 

Q: Wlt there's no real policing of the grounds? 

A: No. 

Q: Hars the lake ever been a problem for the Garden? 

A: W11, people used to cane in fran the lake areas once or twice maybe, 
but that's all. hk haven't had too much trouble. People wnt to fish 
and I think it's a s h w  that they can't sit on the shores and fish, but 
that's a no-no too. Of course I don't believe in saying do not do this 
or do not do that, I think there's nicer ways of doing; that. And I don't 
like the sign at the front entrance, that big orange. We had beatufiul 
grayd signs with gold lettering and I think there might be one sign left 
out there. It might be at the min entrance. It was closer to the--not 
the Latin School Wt the other. They mwed it up, I think, to the main 
entrance. And I'd like to see all the signs like that, but the director 
and everyone else went over me. I said, wre unique .* And he said, 
"This is what all the parks are doing.'' We're not a park. We're not a 
state park or anything like that, although v,e were getting free service 
and they had that brllwn and orange paint. W 1 1  to m that's not us. We 
mre this grayed with the gold lettering, and I'd like to see all those 
signs unifonn. 

Q :  Did scmeone local ly make those signs? 

A: Yes, The city did that for us. 

Q: The city did. And where is the one that . . . 
A: Right across fran the min entrance. One day I walked out there and 
thsre was about ten signs when I looked there. They said do not do this 
and do not. I was very rmch opposed because those tw big boulders at 
the main entrance have been one of our most photogenic areas of the Whole 
Garden. 
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Q: Mere did they cane fran? 

A: They were brought fran the mi 11. John Aamp had sanething to do with 
that big mill stone and he can tell you more about that. 

Q: And when you refer to the Latin School is that the sgninary there? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Okay. I just wanted to clarify that. Is there any other people as 
you look over your years of association there, that really made an inpression 
on you as to their dedication? Or what they had to give the Garden? 

A: kll, now the Hersheyts gave a memorial for a bridge in back of the 
nature center. It was in honor of their parents and before the bridge 
was dedicated, Mra. Hershey died and she was on our board. 

Q: Oh my, Are they associated with the candy people? 

A: No. No. They wre with Bell Telephone -. And then Hazel 
Miller was president there too, and I might as well tell you now that a 
lot of people have taken credit for having this progran for the teachers 
out there. I was president of the Springfield Civic Garden Club and Ms. 
Packey asked me if I'd represent the Garden Clubs of Illinois at the 
legislation, Wenever they met on this environmental progran and teaching 
education in the schoola. So I writ to all those metings and in the 
final one, HR finally mn. And a lot of the legislators said, "I'm glad 
to have you an my aide. I don't want to have you against me.'' (laughter) 
I don't hw whether it was a carplirnent or uncanplimentary. So the one 
day I got a call, and Governor Kerner's office said, llWe're signirg the 
bill and we want yvu there ." And I was the only lady there. There was 
Sierra Club and Audubon Society, kt they all wre m n  that wre representing 
there and I was the only lady there. So w finally got it passed that w 
muld teach emirormental education in the schools. 

Q :  Do you r m a b r  the year? 

A: I think that was around 1970 or l97l? 

Q: And the m&er of that bill? 

A: No, I tell you k y n e  Shrinp who was one of our naturalists can tell 
you exactly. 

Q: And lxnv does he spell his last nane? 

A: Shrimp. S-H-R-I-WP Or Schrhp. He used to live in Rochester, but 
he lives in (Jricago I believe naw. He was one of our naturalists and he 
could tell you exactly the n W r  of the bill. He penembers it perfectly. 

A: And When I heard that, I went to Lincoln Memoiral Garden Board and I 
said, Well, ME have just passed a bill and it is going to be canpulsory 
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that tfae emiromental education is going to have to be taught into the 
public schools.1t First they put in so tmq minutes and w got that out 
of it, because we thought they could bring it in in just their everyday 
teaching, s m  of the errvironmntal. So I said I thought it would be 
nice if w e  wuld wrk with the pblic schools in District 186. It wuld 
be nice if WE muld go along with this progran. So they agreed that this 
was sanething w should be mrking on. Then w had a big meeting here of 
a lot of organizations. I could probably go and find it [the listing of 
organizations] in sane of my mrks dmnstair~. hk each got up and 
told---I happened to be president, that's 1967 and 1968 or 1966 and 1967, 
that's tm years, of the Springfield Garden Club. So after that, the 
Garden thought it was a good idea. We thougZlt that maybe we could get 
saneone fran Westem University to cane over and teach it, because they 
had told about sam one of the professors, S a m  of the school superintendents 
here wre telling us that sane of the teachers wuldnlt even go out for 
playground. Sam of them just hated the outdoors so. I happened to know 
Mm. Wright and she was at Hay-Eawards School and she was one of our 
people who had enrolled. The Garden Club had sold trees--redbud and 
dogmod trees to beautify the city. We started that progrm for the 
benefit of Lincoln MBmorial Garden. Oh, I don't lmaw how marry yearrs ago, 
but it was at the Centennial Wilding we had aur first sale, and w sold 
out in no time. As w look across the town, w can aee dog~lood and 
redbud trees and they're all the efforts of the Springfield Civic Garden 
Club. But the money fran the tree sale was always supposed to go to 
Lincoln Wmrial Garden. Sanehow sane of than wuld only want to pay 
their manbership dues and give so mch. Wen I becam president, I took 
it to the Garden Club Board and I suggested that w give at least $500 to 
bring this professor frrm Western Illinois. [we found out how mch it 
coet.] There's a picture that was in the Illinois T i m s  of me handing 
the check aver to Hazel Miller for $500 to start th-a rogran, and that I s  
the first the that rn had the education progrm for the teachers. It 
proved so successful that HR continued on, bt that time I don't think 
they had to buy anything or pay any expenses. hk just wanted them to get 
this into the school--the errviromntal education. 

Q: And is that progrm continuing today? 

A: Yes. 

Q: That's still ongoing. Men did the school children begin to ccme? 

A: After wr! had the Nature Center and had a place for then to meet and 
things. Mb had scouts that wuld have overnights and meetings out there 
(boy arrd girl scouts), and youth groups ard things like that before but 
vm didn't have any place to take them to orientate than. 

Q: Okay. We're running out of tape here, and I don't think that we've 
begun to talk. There's so rmny questions I still have, and I'm sure that 
yar could go on for mnths. So we'll stop nw, Wt we'll start again, if 
that ' 8  okay with you. 

A: Okay. 

End of Side One, Tape One 
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A: . . . And having District 186 children being bussed out and it was 
approved. They gave us money tuward the progran. Then in the winter 
months they'd go into the schools and give a progran. And m had a 
raccoon, Charlie, and Charlie was quite a character, If yau carried a 
purse you'd better hurry and get out. (laughs) He knew there was sumthing 
in that purse, and he'd always want to get in. One day he disappeared 
fran the nature center and w didn't know where he was. FVe looked every 
place for tw, three days, And one mrning here he was on the roof, 

Q: Is that normal for than to peoplewise? 

A: Well, he HWS injured and Willian Harmel took him har~ and got permission 
to take care of him. And he kept him at his hane until he died. It was 
a holiday--I don't knm whether it was Qmistaaars or New Years when he 
died, Ek~t w really lost a friend. He was just--the children just loved 
him. Then they had Hoot the awl. And Hoot the crwl didn' t like their 
babysitter. It wuld always fly at her and toward her and it had m 
injured wing, I don't knw whether they still have Hmt now or not, 
I've lost track of it. 

Q: Where was he? CXtt in the Garden amwhere? 

A: Wall, they'd bring him out to the Garden for certain p r q p m  and 
they'd take him into the school when they'd teach, you how, certain 
envirolmental things that they'd want to bring out with animals and 
things like that. 

Q: This is the first time I've heard about little friends like that. 
Wns there any others that you can ranaaber. 

A: k 1 1 ,  I don't care about the snakes. The turtles, they're kind of 
nice. The snakes get out and of course everyone scurries around; you put 
you're hand in a basket of cones and here's the snake. I don't like 
that, it's frightenirg yau bcw. I always said one thing I wanted to do 
was to learn to pick up a snake and I've never done it yet. 

Q: There's no danger of any snakes out there though? 

A: (3h no. 

Q: They're all friendly types? 

A: Yes. (laughter) If you don't bother than and mistreat them, 

Q: Naw another interesting thing mybe you'll share with us is when they 
decided they were going to put the building there, I guess . . . 
A: They needed a place to orientate the children and bring than. We 
cmld do it under the map shelter but if you hit bad weather you had no 
place. Whereas nw, although w always have them dress according to the 
weather, we p out arad then bring them back into the building to orientate 
them. There w s  quite a discussion as to where we wanted the building. 
One was south of the--on one end of the entrance and the other one was 
where it is today. Afld we didn't quite approve because there was a 
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spring dam at this end or center and we've always had trouble with water 
in the basement. I dontt h a w  whether they finally got it drained away 
so that the water-* p t  in plantings around the building thinking maybe 
that wuld stop s m  of the seepage into the basement. 

Q: And you knew there wuld probably be problems. 

A: Well, vie knew there was a problan there. The m n  told us, you knaw, 
about it but w wnt ahead and pt it there. It's in a beautiful location 
as far as that's concerned. 

Q: Men you first wnt out there did you have a good view of the lake 
fran every place? 

A: There wsnlt anything, see it's a 11.latmade lake. Until the trees 
started to p a w  up you could see the waiter, you knw, when they finished 
the lake, when it began to fill up. 

Q: Ard you wre there before the lake really wen filled up. 

A: Well, HR had friends that owned land out there. And it was farm 
land, 

Q: Because it seems like saneone w s  talking about there being sane 
concerm when the Garden was started as to whether the lake was really 
going to ever be what it is today. 

A: k 1 1 ,  they were afraid of silt fran a1 1 the surrounding farm lands 
there and things, you how. But it's really surprised people, I thirk, 
that it has held up as we11 as it has. 

Q: Do you have a favorite spot in ywur Garden? 

A: Out there? I just love it all. Wlt Harriet Knudson had one. Down 
by the Witch Hazel w s  a bridge. She always said, ''Girls, when we have a 
fewmirrutes let's have a picnic down there." And we didn't get to have 
maw, but ve had sane, No, there's just so mny different seasons that I 
go with the Garden any place. I can see beauty in it all. 

Q: And you haven't been ping out there? 

A: Not for the last year or ao. 

0: The last year. ]Do you mnt to share anything pertaining to that? 

A: Well, I just dontt want to go backward. I'm wanting to go forward 
right naw. 

Q: I see. Because so many times in telling a history of a place people 
kind of leave out the real hurmn things that happened when a place is 
g r d n g .  

A: We used to be more like a family. But it seems like rww they don't 
give credit to the people that deserve it. Nuv Molly Gray goes, lnxt I 
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don' t lmaw haw marry hours she has spent out there. And they don' t give 
her credit, they never mention it. They could say that she was the 
chairman of the Split Rail Shop, trut they don't even have the courtesy to 
do that. men they don't do those kind of things--and then I thought one 
of the most important things was getting that Garden back as close as w 
could to Jensents plan. We never intend to get a copy of Jensen's plan 
of course. Because life's like that. But w had as close as anyone 
could get it and they never even gave us credit for it. Sane of the 
people uut there didn't. I think w &mld have been given credit for 
that. 

Q: k y  at the beginning of the tape I asked if you hew exactly what it 
was abmt that Garden that when people go there they seen to really give 
a lot of their life to it, It isn't just well, 1'11 give an hour a week 
kind of thing. 

A: Well, you lose yourself. It's just like you go out there and it's so 
peaceful arrd quiet. I love to go. I used to go out there and take my 
children. I spent many an hour, and they could probably tell you maybe 
better than I scm of the things that wnt an that they would ramher. 
They had mny an enjoyable a day out there. And my husband traveled. 
I'd go out there and wrk until dark, weding and trimning and getting 
things in order. And I enjoyed it. Mitering, I'd take out new plants 
ard water. Sanetimes the police wuld cam in and the children wuld 
say, "Mother, here corners the police." 

Q: mcking you out? 

A: Yes. Qle time I had a hshel basket of day lillies that I had taken 
out there, v,e had a certain place to put than and rn were putting those 
in. And he said, "How do I hav you're not taking those out?'' I was a 
little perturbed with him because 1 said, "'Well, you can see there's no 
holes being dug and every hole that's $ug there's a plant in it." And so 
I think he was testing rn more than anything. But it's just things like 
that. They loved to go run across the bridges and certain areas, they'd 
always tell a. But now today I'd hesitate taking my children out there. 

Q: M y  wid that be? 

A: Because of same of the emironnental things that surround there. 

Q: You man in the Garden i tsel f? 

A: Yes, 

Q: Do you see that saneday it might have to be policed like a lot of 
other places? 

A: k11, I don't think the city police, I don't think they're allmd to 
cane in on the pounds unless you have a problem. 

Q: So you would have to hire your own? 
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A: Have your awn. 

Q: And do you feel this would correct the problem? 

A: Well, I think you just have to live with i t .  But I don't even feel 
canfortable walking by myself. You hw, I used to go out and check on 
this and that and naw a l l  q y  friends who lave to do that have passed 
away. bbw Mrs. Knotts used to cane down and stay with my friend Addie 
IXlnbar and Ann Hildabrandt a d  they were real close friends. Well, then 
Harriet had always had her big meting at  their house when they wuld 
wnt to vis i t  sanetima. One day when HR were over there why Jessie 
Knotts said, Wll, hkrge, you're the baby of our fanily arrd we think 
your Sue's going to be the one to follaw in your footsteps." So she 
said, n I f  anything happens to me I want you to have my pictures and the 
lnap of the Garden of where these planting were." 

Q: Naw who ws this? 

A: Jessie Knotts. She's one of than, 

Q: Did you get those things? 

A: Oh yes. I have a map. And of course the Garden has one too. 

Q: And was she right about your dau&ter? 

A: No, she's inMillstock mm. I f  she was up here, she'd be right out 
there, m e ,  

Q: She does have an interest. 

A: She laves the outdoors. 

Q: Wll ,  is there anything else you'd like to talk about? 

A: Yes. Wily and I w r e  on--after they p t  the h i ld ing  h i l t  Mlly 
and I were on the cannittee to buy the furnishings and w r e  really proud. 
hk shopped hard because m had BO l i t t l e  money to spend. Hk: did get sane 
gif t s  but ME were using saneone else's money and ME w r e  very careful not 
to overspend. We'd go to the different people for furnishings and MP. 
Wiley gave us a very good price on the harvest table. W wanted a harvest 
table and u l ~  ended up with this conference table with the chairs. And 
most of that I think is s t i l l  there. And the black Naugahyde furniture 
in the front entrance there. Then saneone had given us, I think, that 
desk was given to us by Mrs. Knudson, I'm not sure any more. But most of 
the furnishings wt3 shopped for. k wnt a l l  aver to mike sure we w r e  
getting the best h y  we could possibly get. We really wanted a harvest 
table where the ends would drop d m  where we could have our board meetings 
around. 

Q: Is  that where the board meetings are held naw? 

A: No. The board has gotten too big. 
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Q: How many board members are there? 

A: I think there's 21 naw. 

Q: And where do they meet now? 

A: At the nature center most of the time. But in the display roan. 

Q: So the nature center is still prettyrmch the hub of all the activities 
of the Garden? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Naw, I think you're missed out there. 

A: Well, I miss  it too. I miss it as rmch aa--and it's hard for me not 
to be aut there. 

Q: hk appreciate you giving us this time today to go over sane of the 
things and to bring us up to where yau are today. 

A: I have spent tw-thirds of my life out there, So you know I can't 
give it up very easily. 

Q: No. And I really feel there is so rmch that you can bring to it. 
This will certainly help a lot, having this on tape, 

A: k 1 1 ,  thank you. 

Q: But as I said, I believe you are missed there, that there's a lot of 
things that you can bring there. 

A: Well, I have lots of my friends are from aut there too. 

Q: Yes, well, thank you very rmch for sharing all of this with us. And 
w really appreciate it. 

A: Well, thank you. 

End of Side W, Tape One 

Q: Well, we're back again today for our second interview, Wrgaret. I'm 
really glad you took the t h  to kind of mike a list of things that we 
didn't g ~ t  to talk about the other day. So do you want to just begin? 

A: k11, I think the first thing ME ought to talk about the part the 
Garden Club of Illinois had. After all this is a project of the Garden 
Club of Illinois. It was in 1930 and 1932 that Mrs. Willian L. Capture 
was the president of the Garden Club of Illinois and during this time the 
land was being cleared d m  there for our Springfield lake. A d  so Mrs. 
Knudson conceived this idea and began wrking on it to see if we couldn't 
have a living menorial to Lincoln. Or April 14, 1932 was the first 
mention in the minutes of the Springfield City Garden Club . . , 
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Q: She actual ly mnt to them and that was the beginning there? 

A: She was the president of it and that's the first mntion of Lincoln 
Memorial Garden. August of 1932 she wnt to establish the location on 
Lake Shore she could find. They said that they give her several choices 
of spots that she could have Lincoln NIemorial Garden but she had to get a 
sponsor, or agency that wuld be respmible. So she wnt to the Garden 
Club of Illinois to see if they wuld take this on as a project of the 
Garden Club of Illinois. Then of course Mrs. Dines, Wry Dines, became 
president fran 1932 to 1934. Harriet was on the board as Junior Garden 
Club c h a i m ,  and she presented this project of sponsoring Lincoln 
Memorial Garden in Springfield in March 1934. Of course a3he had already 
talked to than and it was endorsed by all the board. 

Q: Do you think they had arry idea of just how big a project this was 
going to be? 

A: No. 

Q: Or do you think they conceived a mch snraller . . . 
A: I don't think they realized what it m s  ping to entail until we 
really got into all this, 

Q: At that point did they change their mind about wanting to be a sponsor? 

Q :  You had mentioned sanetimes there was misunderstandings betwen the 
tw. 

A: Oh, no. Not yet. Not yet. 

Q: So at this point everyone was in favor of it. 

A: Yes. And then betwen 1934 and 1936 Mrs. Euclid Snaw, she was frcm 
Winsdale, beceme president of the Garden Club of Illinois. It was during 
her time that Jens Jenaon was selected and carmissioned to design the 
Garden. He's a noted landscape designer. Then in Nlarch of 1935 he came 
down here. He spent a long time deciding and looking aver the different 
plots and thinp before he made up his mind. He finally selected the one 
that we have today out on the lake, and the reason he did this was because 
ME had indented shorelines, ~ l l e  had rolling terrains, and it was also the 
widest part, it muld be the widest part of the Mole lake. 

Q: Oh, for goalrm~s sakes. 

A: And so he thought thi~ wid be a nice place to have a Garden. It 
was during this tim that he said he'd been honored and bestowed--he had 
many honors bestwed upon him here and abroad-but this was really the 
greatest one of all he considered. He was willing to do his best without 
any fee. 
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Q: Oh, that ' 8  wonderful. 

A: He wanted to plant the trees and things according to the way they 
would have looked when Lincoln was living there and the shrubbery and 
things like that. He said, "It will be a pre syqhony of living beauty 
and eternal life .n It ~wuldn't be a m m n t  that would cnmble in years 
but it wuld continue to grow, it wuld always have young plants caning 
and it would always cont ime to gmw. 

Q: I was mazed when I talked to Mrs. Knudson' s son that he apparently 
felt that Mr. Krrudson took a physical part in it too. That he did s a m  
of the physical work there as -11 as just caning to tell people how to 
do things. 

A: Jens, oh yes. Yes. He liked too. I man he kind of told us how to 
do everything you kncw. He wanted White oak becaum it was the oak of 
part of the rails, the fences and things like that. And then in 1936 
until Septeraber 13, 1937 why Mrs. Willard Jake becane president and she 
was going to a Garden Club of Illinois meting and died very suddenly. 
We lost a very dear friend and supporter; she was a strorg supporter of 
Lincoln LVlemDrial Garden. She was really responsible for special plantings 
like the madow flocks and the shooting stars that we have out there, 
scme of those. M? didn't have very good luck with mne of the flocks 
though. I don't knw whether w didn't have sandy enough soil or what. 
Then it was during her time that all the acorns -re being collected fran 
all the states, and in Novmber 1936 the acorns were planted by the girl 
and boy scouts. 

Q: Now Sam Knudson mentioned that too. You mean they collected--hm 
muw? 
A: Every one. 

Q: Every state, 

A: I think there was--I thought they cane fran three states I thought 
they said. Fran Kentucky, Indiana and Illinois is what I thought, but 
then sane of them say there was 28 states that had sent acorns. I am not 
real sure about that. And then in 1937 to 1940 Mrs. George Planadon 
becane president and it was on October 4, 1938 that we held a semi-annual 
meeting in Springfield and Lincoln hkmrial Garden was dedicated. She 
spent a lot of time and effort to prcmote Lincoln Wmorial Garden and 
Mrs. m m s t e r ,  H. R. Ambruster, she was the roadside and central 
region chairman of the Garden Club of Illinois and she was on the bard 
and she was a good supporter and did a lot of the corresporadence for 
Harriet Knudaon. Then Mrs. Wlgreen, m t l e  Walgreen, these people could 
have cam in before. They may have been on ccmnittees but they cane on 
the board at this particular time. And M ~ B ,  Wlgreen was a director at 
large she gave the civic beautification award in 1938, of which our 
Garden Club has w n  ht it was through our efforts and our mrk in Lincoln 
Garden and with the library and thi- like that. Mrs. P l d o n  was very 
interested in the Garden. She helped Harriet to pranote the Garden and 
everytin they'd go to a national convention, why she was right there to 
help pramte it for us. Then in 1940 to 1942 Ws. Warren Shoemaker fran 
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Winnetka, she becane the president of the Garden Club of Illinois, And 
she was on the executive ccmnittee fran the very beginning of Lincoln 
Mernorial Garden. She was proud of the acccarplishnents during her presidency 
that she had seen the plannings and everything that had taken place of 
the Garden, Lincoln lVIemorial Garden. Especially the platings, she was 
real fond of that. And then on October 14 we had a semiannual meting 
here in Springfield and she presented the Garden; this is when they found 
out it nws getting out of control, the weds had taken over. I think I'd 
told you before the blackberry briars, you couldn't walk far or you muld 
get caught in thm. Men you got in you didn't knaw how you were going 
to get out. She could see what our problans wre, and decided that they 
couldn't do it fram up there. The Garden shauld be given back to the 
city of Springfield, to the atate and the nation and to the people of 
Springfield md let us handle it fran down here. 

Q: So up until that t i m  they did the work in the Garden primarily? 

A: Well, they gat Garden Club people and like the people to 
and everything, yes. 

Q: So there wasn't too rmch imolvment at the Springfield 
than just . . . 
A: Oh yea, we were there to help plant. 

Q: I see. But the maintenance, I mean what did they . . . 

landscape it 

level other 

A: They furniAed the money that got these ldscape architects to 
landscape it and then they found out where to get the boulders and the 
rails for the fences and things like that. They had a big part. They 
still wre playing a big part. 

Q: But when they realized that it wasn't being kept up to what they felt 
it should be . . . 
A: See, you have to leave when you do these plantings you have to really 
let it go for a few years bfore they really get their feet in the ground. 
Then you have to go in and eradicate the things that you don't want that 
are &caning weds. So this is what was beginning to happen. So she 
returned the Garden back to the city of Springfield. It was during this 
tire that Mrs. attihay fran Chicago, Mrs. Joseph att ihay, she was 
another person that was a great help that was aut pramoting it. It was 
during this when Ws. Shoamker had given the Garden back is when they 
placed the fagot's on the bonfire, it was during this ceremoIry that that 
was done. Then the city--it was in the ordinance that the sixty acres 
were to be set aside for Lincoln -rial Garden and that it wuld always 
be in the hands of the people here that we'd have police, fire and 
whatever mintenance that the city could have, give us. They have been 
very helpful, the city service has been. They furnished us with tractors 
and with rmrwers and maybe the m r s  wuld cane in at the end of the 
season and do our d n g  just before our Indian Surmer Festival. We 
would keep up around the building and on the paths and things like that, 
tmt they'd cane in with their big m r s  and do those things. If our 
water main broke veld go over and talk nice and before we h e w  it we'd 
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have a man cmr to fix it, where it'd cost US hundreds of dollars and w 
didntt have the mey. 

Q: Now i a  the pre~ent problems with the lake, is that going to be any 
problem for you since I didn't realize that you wre on the broadest side 
of the lake? 

A: Well, no, itts their riprapping. They Sean to have a program, I 
think, that they're going to try to do so rmch of the lake and get the 
riprapping back. It wuld be in this new lake I think, in their program. 
It was during 1941 too that HR had the WPA men cam in. Sam days we had 
25 to 30 of them in every day in the fall and they really got a lot 
cleared out, you knw. 

Q: 1 think those wre the young men w talked about in our first interview. 
And Mr. Jensen wsntt as sold on than as you =re. (laughter) 

A: I don't knw whether we ever lmewwe had than. Then in 1940 to 1942 
Mrs. Raynmnd Knotts, that's Jessie fran Berwyn, she was on the executive 
cmittee of the Lincoln Ibbmrial Garden frcm the very beginning, and she 
helped with the publicity throughout the state and the country, made 
plans for Lincoln Garden to seek plant contributions. She served as the 
first vice president of Lincoln FJlamorial Garden Foundation and established 
a board of directors, served as first vice president that was estalished 
by the board of directors for the Garden Club of Illinois. The reason 
they formed this Lincoln hbmrial Garden Foundation, they decided they 
had to have someone down here and with people yet from aicago, because 
it w s  still in the hands of the Garden Club of Illinois which it is 
today. They wanted to inmre continuation of this project. 

Q: Jkcuse me. But I'm still having trouble with that connection. Now 
the foundation here is really the governing body. That's your board and 
everything. 

A: Qw board. 

Q: But the Garden Club of Chicago nw what place did they play after in 
this . . . 
A: They still had people on [the board]. They've got honorary d e r s  
ht sandmu there's a little continuity that isn't clear to the people 
down here. They've got too mny people on-we wre supposed to have had 
so many Garden Club people an the board aml they've got away fran it. 
They pt, you know, people fran the city on it and they knm nothing 
about the Garden at all. 

Q: So really p u  feel that they were better off when they had the people 
fran the Chicagio area? 

A: Yea. k still have sane. l h e  Garden Club president is always a 
mmbr of the board, and the president of the Springfield Civic Garden 
Club is always ameraber of the board. Mihenever they take over they 
autarrrtically beccm a nmhr of the Garden Club Board. So then Ann 
Lyons frun Crystal Lake and Mrs. Brian Hadley fran Springfield and, she 



was central region chairman, Mrs. Hadley was, and her husband is the one 
that w s  the architect for the building. (tape stopped) Ann Lyons at 
this time m a  active on the board of the Garden Club of Illinois and h e  
was frcm Crystal Lake. She was one that would always cam down to Walgreens 
when she opened her gardens for twenty years for the Lincoln lVlemorial 
Garden as a benefit. She was one of than that you could always depend on 
to be there to help with all the arranganents and everything. I don't 
h a w ,  I've lost track of her. I don't lmaw whether ahe's still living 
or not. She also helped the flmr shclw. Mhenever we needed saneone to 
help rnan the booth at the f l m r  shop she was always on hand. Then M~B. 
Elizabeth Hawland, H+WL-A-N-D, becane president and she was fran 
Barrington, fran 1944 to 1946, It was during her time that Harriet was 
made resident chairman of the Lincoln Wrmrial Garden. See, they're 
beginning to get other people to wrk on there and becm president. 
Then in 1946 to 1948 Mrs. hiel E. Kissem, fran Glencoe, served on the 
Lincoln Memorial Garden Carmittee. Then Mrs. Ramn Roody, she'd give us 
ideas of where w could get things to sell in our w y ~  and mans booth 
even before rn had a nature center to display these. She'd give ideas of 
where bw could go to these different wholesale houses and get things. 
And she'd get figurines for us and we'd take orders for than like the 
mi, A-N-R-I, italian figurines and she had one that was feeding the 
birds and I just dearly loved that. She'd do flower arrangement and she 
was very generious with her ideas of &ere you could get everything. 

Q: Naw H R ~ S  she fran the Chicago area? 

A: Yes, she w s  fran the micago area. Then Mrs. Knight was another 
person that was real active to help with the Garden. And then Myrtle 
Walgreen, this is the time when Ms. Wlgreen muld give us all these 
poppies. She'd give us yuslsy willaws, these little minature pussy willows. 
But HR never had m y  luck to raise those. But any flmr she had she was 
willing to share it with us. And another thing was our oak leaf. At the 
two big stones ars you enter we had tw of the most gorgeous plants she 
had given us. And I think they sprayed [for] the the poison ivy around 
there and it killed the tm plants. But we planted and I don't know 
whether they're caning back or not. But she w s  very generous, anything 
she had and she gave us black poppies. 

Q: In case she doesn' t cane up again why don' t you share the story abut 
your new Cadilac and what happened. 

A: Oh, this w s  when ME take all of aur loot up to sell when she'd open 
up the garden for the benefit of Lincoln Mmmrial Garden. hk had a load 
of it that had gone up and we'd unloaded all of our loot and wre merrily 
on our way ham. It was getting kind of dusk and all at once we hear a 
bang. It was a rod that had gone thrmgh q y  car, a brand new Cadilac. 
So ME got to the phone and called out to Mrs. Walpeen's and she wanted 
me to take her limousine hane, Well, I wasn't about to drive a limousine. 
I'd driven Harriet's and so I said, "Let m talk to Harriet." So we got 
the car t m d  into the Cadilac place and then they cane and grit us and we 
took them back out to Mrs. Walgreen's and WE drove Harriet's car hame. 
And then w vent back up and helped her and cane ham with her. 
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Q: Mhat year was this, do you recall? 

A: I don't really knw. 

Q: Or at least I man m s  it forties, fifties, sixties? I 'm just wondering 
conditions of road and things like that. YQU m n  wnt back and forth 
between Chicago and here like it was nothing. 

A: We got into sane terrible storms. See, H F ~  left here one ti= going 
to a fl-r show in Chicago and got up to Elkhart and a red convertible 
hsd passed us, And I thought, "Oh, it rmst be terrible," that car spun 
aMund and it was a sheet of ice. k11, fran there on we counted up the 
&r of trucks that had jack-hived and wre way aver in the ditches. 
We didn't count the cars, It was just-* got to the f l m r  S ~ Q W ,  got 
everything in and entered and all set up in time. Wzt it was a terrible 
epiwde that day. 

Q: You always think of fl-r slacms being held in the spring or in nice 
weather. 

A: They had sane at Christmastime, they'd hold them at the hotels and 
things like that. Then sane of them wuld be in the spring of the year 
and sane of them, most of them were in the spring and we have then at 
McCodck Place. hk miss those flmr shaws because it was Pram these 
flower shows that Molly and I wuld usually go up; if I didn' t have to go 
up early to take Harriet or anything. Qle year I started up with Harriet 
and w got out here at the edge of town and there was this beautiful 
black alder. It was a gorgeous tree and it had started to cane d m  and 
I went over to that tree and t r b d  a branch off that tree. hb took it 
to the shaw and entered it under the Garden Club of Illinois because the 
lady was a member of our garden club and I knew her. It was too early 
and stop and ask her for a branch. I knew she didn't care, so I clipped 
a branch off. Ruined our how and HR mnt merrily on. W entered that 
and it took the best of shaw in horticulture and it was the talk of the 
whole s b .  As the days wnt on it kept getting longer and longer and 
they hadn't seen the black alder. 

Q: Qh my. When did they--you say you miss the shaws. When did they 
stop having the shws? 

A: I think in about 1970. We've had sane at Fox Valley and I'll tell 
you, I think when that one was there might have been two at Fox Valley 
but they haven't been having than. And they've talked about having thm 
tut I don't lmaw Mhether they did. 

Q: Is it lack of interest? 

A: I think it's the condition of WConnick Place. I'm not sure. And 
then of course from 1948 to 1950 Mrs, Figgy was president, Alice Figgy. 
She continued to help ht not as mch as mybe sane of the others. 
Luring sum of this time see war had just cam in and it was inportant 
that we helped the hospitals and the soldiers all these different 
areas. S a r ~  of those things began to take preference aver Lincoln Manorial 
Garden support. And w wre all willing to give up. Then 1950 to 1952 
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Mrs. Wilson McGalister fran Barrington, she becane the president. And 
that was one of the first Christmas flmr shm that v a  attended, and w 
got to sell our wares. Even sane of these Hnrnen m l d  go out to Harriet's 
garage and we'd work up there, go out and gather all these cones and make 
the wreath and wire, But w l d  glo out and gather all the cones. Everyplace 
we went why I'd always be looking for new cones, bigger ones and different 
kinds. W e  wuld say, '%at did that sign say?" I said, "1 don't 
knm." He said, flWlt if I'd ask you what was on the ground you could 
tell me." (laughter) That's the way everyone was. And WE just had days 
when we'd go out, on wekends I'd take the children, Then I praised 
than a bar-b-que outside or samething if they'd help me gather cones, you 
knm, and we'd go out. k l d  rmde all of these wreaths and swap and 
things and Harriet wuld take then up to Qlicago. She'd cane back and 
&etd have orders fran stores for more wreaths, mre swags, and we'd have 
to get to wrk and mike up sane mre, but that was the way we got our 
money. And October 1, 1951 that's when Jens Jensen died. That was a 
great set back to us, 'but ME contimed to get lots of plants for the 
Garden and continued to plant as he had taught us, you Imaw, to plant in 
drifts and mde things to 8haw the importance of Lincoln. 

Q: This I'm sure is public infomtion, but did he remanber the Garden 
in his will or set up any kind of a . . . 
A: I don't think so. I think he did mch a big job, doing the landscaping 
free for us, you knw. See there was only twlve, about twelve trees on 
that. The fields still had the ridges in it fran bein@; plowed where they 
were being farmed, you haw. 

Q: You knm I was thinking as ME wre talking about the berries before, 
there apparently wasn't anything wild there when you canze in there. Did 
you plant those originally? 

A: (& no. The birds carried them in. And I think when you leave ground 
lay idle these seeds are in the ground. I think they autamatically just 
cane up. 

Q: Okay. I wondered about that. 

A: The locust, the rnaples and anything that muld graw looked good to us 
in those days. Then Mrs. John Sheritan, frcm Glenview, she became president 
in 1952 to 1954. And there w s  ms. Farenbacher fran Flora, Illinois 
cam unto the board. Ard the interest--we could depend on those people. 
Mrs. Earl Benson and she just died recently, Mrs. Earl Benson, She was 
always there to help us with the flower show, to help us at Walgreenl s or 
any time she could help if the Garden Club was having an annual meting 
or sanething, she w s  always there to help us sell or anything she could 
do for Lincoln Garden. She was a great supporter of it. Me. William 
Horsley, she wnt onto the Garden Club of Illinois board as central 
region and roadside chairman. Bill Horsley and she, they were very 
active in the Garden arrd took a great part in the Garden. She was a hard 
worker too. If you needed anyone to help you plant, she wuld cane out, 
and Catherine Zeller would carre out, Kitty Stewart wuld cane out, and 
Molly Gray, and Mary Leonard, and Jhth Welcurd. Now that's a person too, 
Ruth Welcurd and Henry. They wre really ~upporters. Naw she didn't 
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cane out and do too much but w t d  @ with her and she'd show us where to 
get theae wild flowers that's where I learned by first marsh marigolds. 
I went with her and Henry and got these marsh marigolds. Then we'd cane 
back and plant then at the Garden, and that's when I decided I wasn't 
going to plant than in this one area Where they planted than all the time 
because they just didn't live. She knew where we could go get the shooting 
stars, I'd look the rsituation over and then cane back and try to plant 
them in the same kind of a situation. We'd go dovin to C a l m  County. 
Just befope Henry died, he said, "Oh, hlarge, I ought to take you back to 
s c m  mre pla~es.'~ And we always went to Wst Plains, Missouri so mch. 
Weld met than lots of times dam to his sisters in Weat Plains, and he 
knew where the things were dow there like the s w q  berries and holly 
and things that were dam there. I went back to sane of those places the 
last time I ~ans there and there msntt a berry left. The h i m y  had 
gone through and had destroyed it all. And then let's see, in 1952 it 
was suggested that ure form a foundation to maintain and restore the 
Garden through the merrd3erhip and things like that and generosity. Of 
course then was when--- couldn't take and keep the Garden going on the 
rmrbership and the gifts fran the people. So then it was suggested then 
that Myrtle Walgreen open her garden at Dimn, Illinois and that's when 
we did. She had Harold Cook, he was a local flawerist there in Dixon, 
Illinois, and a friend of Mrs. Walgreen. He'd give tw demonstrations a 
day and people just flocked there, and he really becane our friend. 
Everytime I'd go up to one of the places held always tell me to came by. 
He'd give me a carload of contains that he couldntt use in his shop 
anymore and he thought maybe we could use down here or put arrangements 
in to make for our wys and means. He was very generous with everything. 
Then he'd publish books on flmr arranging. But people seaned to lave 
him, 

Q: Did he get to a point where he cane d m  to the Garden? 

A: H e t $  been down to the Garden with Mrs. Walgreen. He's given programs 
here for Springfield. So HR wre ml1 knm t o  him and he was a friend 
of ours at the Garden too. 

Q: That was nice. 

A: And it was in 1953 that Mrs. Knudson spoke of the project at a national 
council meting and she wanted these oak benches. E'ran her talk she'd 
given and persuasion sheld received 41 benches frcm the garden clubs all 
over the United States for the Garden with the quotation of Lincoln's to 
be put on that bench. Those people that had given these benches had a 
chance--I think she sent then a list of all the quotations and they chose 
the quotation that they wanted. 

Q: Is there a copy of that list anywhere? 

A: l h e ~ e  was, There was. And I might wen have sane in sane of my 
mterial a m  place. 

End of Side me, Tape lkm 
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A: In 1953 the Springfield Civic Garden decided as their project for 
LincolnNlemorial Garden that ME mid have a tree sale, It was to be 
tried--it was on a trial basis for five years. Well, the first tree 
sale, we had dogmod and redbd and we took than to the Centennial Wlilding 
at one of aur big metings in the spring of the year and w sold out. We 
didn't have a tree left. So fran then on we had this tree sale for 
years. k t d  have them shipped into the fairgrounds and the inspector 
would c m  out there to inspect these trees and he'd give us copies. 
Then w l d  take them to certain places like the Statehouse and aell them. 
For years I sold then out of my garage. And I don't want to be bragging 
but I sold more trees than anyone. One year they didn't sell them at any 
of the. grocery stores and they brought thm back, but in a wek's  time I 
sold every tree. lb& husband's plt up with a lot and hev s been very good 
atout it. 

Q: And your husband is the Luke that you referred to earlier? 

A: Yes, And my children too. They got so it rubbed off unto them. It 
wars during Lent most of the time and people wuld be going to church and 
they'd see rrry garage door and I'd pt that sign out and fran then on we 
just had interruptions all the time fran breakfast on, 

Q: N w  do they still have that tree sale? 

A: They are continuing it at at the Garden. They kind of have one in 
the spring of the year, ht I donlt knw whether it's too successful, I 
haven't helped with it. I haven't been asked to tell the truth. 

Q: I thought I've read sanething about it. I've only been in town one 
year so I warnt t sure. 

A: But I bought a lot for my friends and different ones. Then in 1954 
to 1956 Mrs. Lawrence McClure became president, she was fran Highland 
Park. She started the conservation school at Allerton Park. She had our 
naturalist from Lincoln Mamiral Garden on the progran. She gave him 
places to go and get himself acquainted with the garden clubs fran all 
aver. 

Q: lhat was good publicity. 

A: Yes. And of course, they all figured too by him cuning out and 
exposiqg himself to the people that they h e w  who arad what they were 
donating their money too when they give a donation. Some of these people 
have never been to Lincoln lkmrial Garden donated. And all of the 
garden clubs, in order to be a purple or blue ribbon club you have to, 
it's one of the things you had the choice of donating to the river garden 
or Springfield Civic Garden Club and thinga like that. But an awful lot 
still continue and saw of them aren't able to give amrunts that ME have 
for a club lsut they send what they can send and we're happy to accept it 
yet today. We've had flower s h m  at Navy Pier, at &Connick Place, at 
the Palmer House and scme of the other hotels dauntawn. This time the 
only place they could get was to have a flawler shaw out at Oak Brook, and 
they had a lot of it outside. hb didn't get-we participated tut it 
wasn't one of the best places that w mde our money. 



8: And when you say we had s-d, you mean Garden Club of Illinois and 
the Lincoln lVIscrroria1 Garden was a part of that? 

A: We got our place where maybe others wuld have to give tw, three 
hundred dollars or ma* more at LVlcCoHnick Place ard the Garden Club of 
Illinois was always very generous. They gave us a place as big as the 
ways ard mans of the Garden Club of Illinois as their place. They've 
been very, very generous. So it may not seen like they've given a lot of 
money tat practically every president if they had money left aver, they'll 
give so rmch of that money to Lincoln Manorial Garden. They've been very 
generous with it. 

Q: And apparently their time and talent too. Really you canft plt a 
price tag on it. Has been verymch available. 

A: PLatls right. And M y  the 4th and 5th they had a national cauncil of 
garden cluba met in Chicago, They had a preconvention tour to Springfield, 
and the pilgrimage wnt to Lincoln Manorial Garden. 

Q: And this was in 1955? 

A: That was in 1955, yes, Then fran 1956 to 1958 we had a IWs. Earl 
Bensen. She is the person that I told yau just died recently. She was 
very generous with all her publicity, her help, or anything she could do 
for Lincoln Memorial Garden. On her board she had Mrs. Wil lard Wmn, Jr . 
fran Springfield on roadside and Jane, she' s always been supportive of 
the Garden. 

Q :  Okay. And that Wlnn is EU-N-N? 

A: B-U-N-N, Jr., yes. She had also started an award that any garden 
club that donated the most to Lincoln lVlemorial Garden giftwide, moneywise, 
workwise or any way they could, she wuld donate a $25 award, That was 
to be given at the end of the year. So it was usually up to the director 
at the Garden, the president and acme of than like that m l d  decide who 
had done that. This wars to inspire the n m h r  clubs to help maintain the 
garden. Today yet HR have the judgea of District 3, they c a m  down to 
work or they'll make sanething of such a value, so mch of a value and 
maybe itf 11 be a $40 or $50 wreath and if they can' t cane theyf 11 sent it 
or else they'll send plant material that they knw we can use in the 
Split Rail Shop (that Wlly Gray's been head of every since it started). 
She irs the pereon that naned the Split Rail Shop too. When it started in 
that buildillg she was there. Eiut really and truly she's been the one. A 
lot of them aid Harriet had ht she was the one that really started and 
of course I'm ri@t by her side to help her. 

Q: Yes, I did an interview with her. So HR do have that on tape too. 
And you mntioned District 3, knw what wuld that be? 

A: That's judges in District 3. There's so m y  garden clubs in so many 
areas here, like bcatur, Jacksonville, Peoria, Washington, Springfield. 
There's so many garden clubs in the district. 
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Q: W y .  I just wanted to know if that was in relation to garden clubs? 

A: Yes, it is. Arrd there's judges that judges our flwr shws, They're 
studying to be judges and they're the ones that judge all of our ~~~r 
ehovm that WE have here, So they'll c w .  Then scare of the garden clubs 
like Decatur cane wer and spent a day and wrk maw out on the pound, 
out in the Garden planting. They'll bring plants over plant them and 
everything. 'I'hen in 1958 to 1960 was Mrs. Vanderveer, Ellie, and she's 
from Elmhurst ard she is still alive today, She is a sweet little lady, 
and always wnt along with us and was good. Then Mrs. Freemore fran 
Hamwd, she cane on the board ard becam very active and helped us too. 
Now I might have missed a few of these pople. I just wish I had the 
whole list of all the people that used to, and they were always the ones 
that wnt dawn like to Walgreenls estate and to the flmr shows and 
things ard helped us set up our displays and asked us to take part in all 
these different things. Now frm 1960 to 1963 Mrs. Knight, Mrs. Haward 
Knight, and I told you stxxle t b  ago that Alice had cam on the board of 
Garden Club of I1 linois. Now ahel s president and VE have Mrs. Edward 
Mitt, Olivia Hewitt, and she's fran Libertyville, Illinais. She lives 
up by Governormn Stevenson; she lives there by him. She was an outgoing 
p e r m ,  and she'd cum d m  and visit. I have sane information to show 
you where she's been dawn but the national president even fran national 
council of state garden club she'd been here with than. It was during 
her tern 1963 that WE hired aur first naturalist who was Robert Prager 
and his wife Sylvia. It was our first outdoor education progran, and 
they wrked together beaut i ful ly . 
Q: W s  this a Springfield decision or did . . . 
A: No, we talked it over with Chicago. We got people frun the Illinois 
State Wseum, we et people fran education departments, and different 
walks to be on a cartnittee. They had a catmittee and they selected Mr. 
Prager . 
Q: And was the idea to do this, to step out and add this new program, 
was this pretty rruch accepted by everyone? 

A: Oh yes, (tape stopped) kk decided that w l d  got the Garden in 
pretty god ahape arYd we had handled tours arrd everything by volunteeriam. 
Now ME thought HR wre in a position to hire a naturalist that would take 
and develop a progran for us with the school children since w wre 
getting 80 many and still used our volunteers and interpreters. TZley 
have a progran that they ~wuld hold each spring and each fall for the 
interpreters as ME needed more why they'd hold these sessions and try to 
help than so they m l d  h a w  what to do. After ve hired our first naturalist, 
then in 1963 to 1965 Olivia Hewitt, Mrs. Hewitt, who lived in Libertyville, 
I1 linois, why she beceme the president. The first surmer meeting was 
held in Springfield on October 19, 1965. Now this is the first Enarmer 
meeting of the Garden Club of Illinois, They used to hold tw 8~rmer 
meetings but they only hold one naw. And the h s  cane frun Chicago to 
tour Lincoln NLtmorial Garden but because of the rain the bus just drove 
by and as they were driving by saneone on the bus noticed a tornado cloud 
and funnel, The hail fell arvd they had trouble with this tus caning 
down. It had broken dawn, axad they held the meting of the Garden Club 
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of Illinois on the roadside in the terrain. It was quite an experience. 
So they didn't get to go thou@ the Garden that day. Then we had Mrs. 
Fiussel -istianson, fran Skokie, and she later becane president, she was 
real active and helpful. And Mrs. &nil Walker who was quite a horticulturist, 
she sells plants and he1 s from Woodstock. She was on there and she 
wuld cane down and give lectures. She'd always try to pramte us. Mrs. 
E. J. Trgaillow and all of these people wuld gradually cam on ruad 
you'll see mst of them becaning president of the Garden Club of Illinois. 
In Nwanber 1964 why the Garden w s  broke, I think w had $6.62. Sane 
place in my notes I have it exactly because Harriet used to   top by and 
tell M e  how poor we wre there and shaw us the checkbook with only 
$6.62 I think it was that was all in the book. So w decided to have a 
fund drive. They set up a carmi t tee and had this fund drive to construct 
a nature center because they thought m were to the place naw. We've got 
the ground pretty planned and we've got a naturalist. Now we need a 
place in order to take the yovngsters in when the wather was bad, to 
orientate than, have displays, and HR could have mrkshops there for our 
craft shop, different things like that. So then the nature center was 
constructed overlooking the lake and dedicated on October 19, 1965. 

Q: Wmt kind of a celebration did you have then? 

A: Oh, the people fran micago cane and the myor and all the officials 
fran the city were invited and cam. I probably have the progran that we 
had for that. hk had our first s m r  meeting too and that was dedicated 
at that time. It was to house our education exhibit, was to be an assarbly 
roan, Then we had a library and then the Split Rail Shop which was named 
and chaired by Mrs. Molly Gray; she still works out there but she needs 
to be given more credit. It has a lounge and m ~ u r y  of these furnishings 
and equipnt wre gifts of the Garden Club of Illinois fran throughout 
the state. And Molly and I wre on a cannittee to buy the furnishings 
and w shopped and wnt every place and tried to find the furnishings 
that w thought wuld stand up, and they're still being used today. 

Q: So either you or Molly and I talked about that and about you're 
shopping trip and all. Yes, that was very interesting. 

A: Just everyplace we'd go we'd try to get than to give us the best 
prices because wld  carpare than. W'd go to other towns, everyplace we 
went LW was always looking for Lincoln Mmmrial Garden. Wxt we're proud 
of &mt we've got. In 1963 was whenMrs. Krmdson was voted the first 
citizen of Springfield by Copley Press. All the Garden Club people who 
were close to her, VIR wre all invite and MB were very happy to see that 
she was given thi~ honor because a lot of it was due to what  he had done 
for Springfield, to  have the initiative to see the need for Lincoln 
Memorial Garden and the green area. 

Q: Now Copley Press . . . 
A: That's a Springfield newspaper. 

Q: Is that the present one or was this at that time . . . 
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A: hb had a Journal and a Register at that time. But m it's still by 
I 

Copley Press. They still chose saneone that's a first citizen, you Imm. 
I've got pictures of sane of them here that 1'11 show you, but Harriet 
was the very first one ever chosen. Mi?. were quite proud of that. Then 
it was during this time that we had so mch trouble aver Wrning. So 
nary people didn't think it was the ri@t thing to do. Of course here I 
was trying to tell William Hmmel what to do, and finally ME got together 
and we did turn the area. The only thing I was concerned about then was 
I wanted to burn only the prairie area where he got to burning everything. 
I don't k n e - I  still think w lost sarrt trees up by the nature center 
and that area shouldnlt have been burned. I don't kncw, but it was for 
safety reasons. We went to the EPA and they gave us permission. Before 
we m l d  burn w ' d  call the fire department and warn them that we -re 
going to have the burning of the prairie. hk took wt sacks and wet 
broans. We got all of our friends like hblly, the Leonards, Fbth 
Christianson, Jeanette Sayre, Harriet, myself, and all of aur friends. 
There was just a certain hmch ht Wenever you needed -one to get 
together, Thelma Sibley, you could just take and get those people and 
they'd all help you. W. helped each other really. 

Q: You just kind of watched it that it didn't get out of control? 

A: W wa~ned the neighbors too because vue didn't want than seeing a fire 
over there and calling the fire department. If there was sameone rn 
didn't get ahold of why the fire department wuld always tell them they'd 
been warned and that wetre burning the prairie off. 

Q :  Now today many times at least when people do stmething like this the 
fire departmnt wants to be there in case smthing happens. 130 they do 
that nrm or do they still up to you? 

A: They had confidence I guess in us. But I don't know whether they go 
out nrrw when they're out there or not but they never did. They had 
confidence in that we'd take all these vmt bags and wet broans and we 
were prepared for it. Of course this turning prairie you got rid of a 
lot of weds and hardwods and things like that that you could never pull 
to get rid of. We saw the results then the next spring when all these 
plants came back and w had sane lead plants and they really flourished, 
the big blue stan and little blue stem and the cmpss plants arrd all 
those things. Shooting stars and all these plants that MDrton Arboretun 
had given, #Id burned all that area. Then in 1965 to 1967 MPS. Chester 
Evans, Rhoda fran LaGrange, she and her husband were great help to us. 
She just recently died and w have been left 15 percent of a trustbee. 

Q: Great. 

A: I don't bow, they told us what it is. Wlt I think it better cane 
fran another k c e .  -It just goes to shav. J4e helped us set up our 
trust funds in the beginning, and everytim they helped us get our tax 
free mmbr that we were a not for profit organization, They just couldn't 
do en-. All along she's helped even before she becane president. She 
was always there to help us, and at any big event she was always here. 
It was during her time in February of 1966 that the Garden Club of Illinois 
board of directors gave the Lincoln Manorial Garden Foundation $8500 
toward our building. 
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Q: w ,  that's great too. So you had bad times h t  you certainly have 
had a lot of really wnderful things happen there. 

A: And they were sold on us. We never kept anything fran than. hk 
always tried to keep the Garden Club of Illinois wll informed. Then we 
had Mrs. Cbpeland, she cam onto the Garden Club board and to this day if 
HR have a flower shaw or wrk at any of the shaws or displays she's 
always right there. She's are friend. She's worked in the office, and 
she'd take in the mney at the big shws. We'd go ham with her to get 
back to our hotel and nrotel roans together. To this day she is one of 
aur wnderful supporters. Jessie Nlczlonald fran bmers Grove, she is 
another om, and she's done a lot to try to help us. Mrs. Fbth Chokmyer, 
she's fran Freeport, and she's very ill nw, She's back in the hospital 
with terminal il lneas. And Mrs. George Goodyear, Ihrothy, who is from 
Kilmrth, she also cam on the board. But these are all the people that 
have been on ctmnittees before tut they always -re willing to help us 
out at Mrs. Walgreen's or at the flmr shaw or if we're setting up a 
di splay, i f they have an annual meet ing ~ l l e  ' re always asked to put up a 
display. If w don't put up a display, it's because va have a president 
that doesn't have the mition to do it or get up there. In 1967 we 
hired John Carlan and he succeeded the Pragers, twt John was going to 
school w at Illinois State University. I think it was still Normal 
then. J3e died very suddenly at Illinois State, and that night Harriet 
and I wnt out to Dawson to their hare. They weren't hane but we wre 
taking out food and things like that to help her out and she had gone up 
to get his body and clothes and cane back with it. And we had a tornado. 
It had blown out so mny  of their w i n d m  in their home. And I said, 
"Luke, you try to get ahold of Lee out at Fhffalo. There has been a 
tornado out there.'' And the tornado had hit his house as well as . . . 
Q: Now who was Lee? 

A: Our son and he lived at Wlffalo, Illinois. Glk? got ahold of his wife, 
and she was in tears. It was terrible Lee said. But he said, "Now don't 
get upset. Cane on ham but be carefu1.l' And we went out there and 
cleaned up her house. Then the w i d o w  guy t o  @t in the windm at our 
son's. I said, "If you don't mind, Mrs. Carlan will be there at her hane 
aod her h b a r u d  has died and I wish you'd take care [of those window's 
too] And they wnt back and put the windows in that house. 

Q: Oh, my. That was thoughtful. So it that GA-R-L-A-N. 

A: GA-R-L-A-N, I think. John Ca~lan. 1'11 look that up for sure 
though. So then in 1967 w hired Ray Hurser, and he cam as our naturalis 
Then in 1967 to 1969 Mrs. Ibrothea Packing, Mrs. Frank Packing became 
president arrl she was fran Skokie, and at the sane time I was president 
of the Springfield Civic Garden Club. It was during this time--but I 
thought, no, mybe it's ri@t thaugh. It was durirg this tine, I think, 
was the last tirne that Mrs. HEalgreen opened her estate after twenty 
years. They bought a picture of her and we presented it to her, oil 
painting and ~ l e  had the unveiling of it at the last party there. W were 
always in hopes that maybe she could open it up again but a3he was never 
able to, Harriet Knudson at this time was made honorary president of 
Lincoln lkhmrial Garden; she'd always been house president and things. 
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I 
Wlt w had a new president and that was Hazel Miller becane president of I 

the Lincoln Mgnorial Garden Foundation. And HR have I\lh.s. Dawson, James I 

I 
hwson fran Elnihurst and she is going on to be up for second vice president 
at the national council of state garden clubs. And she's fran Elnhurst 
and we hope to see [her] in the national. And I think we'll get lots of 
publicity national then too. 

Q: She1 11 just take ylou right with her. 

A: And this is only our second president frm-I man if she ever gets 
that far. She's got a little ways yet to go, kt we're hoping she'll 
gets to national president. If she does then this will be only the 
second president fran the Garden Club of Illinois that ever beccme national 
president. 

Q: That's quite an honor. 

A: Then Hazel Miller, she was on the board up there on revision and she 
was president of the Springfield Civic Garden Club and she did a lot on 
our building fund, mrked and really got hope. She cane here fran Chicago 
when all the Bell Telephone people cam down here, she has since expired. 
She was a lovely person. Then Mrs. Robert Craner. She w a ~  on the board 
and becam very interested. Ws. Milton Thanpson, that's Milton Thqson 
fran the Illinois State Mseun, it was his wife and she was on the board 
up there as District 3 chainram fran Garden Club. Then w had a friend 
Ws. George Gardner. For her ways and mans she always sold the good 
bug, which was a praying mmtis. She muld order all these praying 
mantis and we'd bring them dawn here to sell then and eanetimes before we 
got them aold they were crawling out of their cocoon, but v,e made lots on 
that. Then in 1969 Willian Hamnel succeeded Ray Hurser. He decided to 
go back to Wisconsin and teach school up there where his fmily was. 
William Hamnel became the staff naturalist of the education program and 
he contracted with the, at that time he contracted with the Springfield 
schools in District 186, I think they gave ua a certain mount to go 
into the school in the District of 186. But anything outside of that w 
had to charge extra, you h a w .  They continued that for several years 
until the schools all got in bad shape here. 

Q: Do you recall what year that was? 

A: I 1 m  not sure. 

Q: Was it in the seventies or in the eighties? 

A: I think it was closer to the eighties, And it was durirg this time 
that I was president also. And whenever Mrs. Packing cauldnlt cane down 
arad attend legislation, anything cam up at all she always called on m 
to represent her because I was right here. So she called me, she said, 
ltWill you go to the, be at the general ass&ly at the state of Illinois? 
They're going"--and of course I had been attending all of these meetings 
and I knw what it was all about. They were tryil?g to get a bill that 
would rewire instructions, study, discussion of current problems and 
needs in conservation of our natural resources. This was House Bill 378, 
and it mde conservation education mandatory in every pblic school. So 
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I was in on all of this when the governor signed it and he'd given me the 
pen that he signed it with. I have a nmgazine, but I couldn't fird it, 
where I was with the group that were there that day When he signed the 
bill. 

Q: That was in 1968? 

A: In 1968. So I thought, "Oh, this is an idea." We've always had a 
tree lsale that would support Lincoln lVlenroria1 Garden, lxlt sanehw the 
Garden Clubls finances wre getting 1-r and they were getting a little 
more greedy with their funds too. So I thought, "Oh, this muld be a 
nice thing to support and what better place to put our money than to help 
educate these teachers that sam of them wuldntt even go out on a playground.!! 
So I talked it aver with our Lincoln LVIemorial board, like Harriet (she 
thought it sounded good) and different ones. Everyone on the board said 
the Springfield Civic Garden Club board m l d  support me. So I took i t  
to the Springfield Civic Garden Club bard and they were in favor of it. 
We were to pay for the professor fran over at IVlacarb, that was to cane 
wer, and it was Mr. V-ChG-L, Vogl, Robert Vogl. 

A: Yes. 

Q :  And ha was fran Western Illinois. 

End of Side Two, Tape Two 

Q: hrgaret, in looking through the things fran the Garden and reviewing 
the different mterials that you gave me last week I noticed that there's 
different nanes that the Garden is referred to. You see Abraham Lincoln 
Mmmrial Garden, Foundation, and then I think I've seen tw or three 
other nanes. Mat is the correct name for the Garden? 

A: Well, at first it was just Lincoln b r i a l  Garden. It was going to 
be a garden, it was a livingnmmrial to Lincoln. Then &en the Garden 
Club of Illinois decided to turn the Garden back to the city of Springfield 
and the people and the state, then they decided that HR needed a foundation 
so that they could still have the control. Q1 this foundation would be 
people fran the Garden Club of Illinois board and w becane lolllwn then as 
Abrahan Lincoln b r i a l  Garden Foundation. Then after HR had Wilt the 
nature center and was using it, w becane now known more as Lincoln 
-rial Garden and Nature Center. That's the way you answer the phone. 
But ME still have a -rial garden foundation that's mppose to have 
people on fran Chicago as well as our own Springfield Civil Garden Club 
board and then the people for Lincoln Garden. 

Q: So either neme is correct? 
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A: Well, I'd really say it was Abrahan Lincoln Memorial Garden Foundation 
Inc. and Nature Center I think it would be naw. 

Q: Okay, fine. Thanks you clarifying that. Then w were talking about 
this letter that ywu had here franMrs. Jams Miller. Would you like to 
talk a little bit about that and about what it contains? 

A: Well, it concerns the school that we put on and vie. had raised this 
money, the $689.06 to help them pay for the wrkshop for the teachers. 
The teachers wre to teach conservation in the schools, coorelate it with 
their every day teaching. This wrkshop was held at Lincoln Memorial 
Garden besides being held there. They went out to various school grounds, 
railroad sites, and observe huw they cmld teach conservation for the 
children. A lot of information was obtained fran the Department of 
Agriculture, since then the Public Instruction and the state of Illinois 
Department of Conservation, University of Illinois, University of DeKalb 
Library and films. Thi~ project, I think I had told you before was 
sponsored and financed by the sale of redbud and dogwood trees and flowering 
crab. 

Q: Yes. 

A: hmlreds of people volunteered giving their time and selling than at 
different places in the city of Springfield. It was more than just 
helping Lincoln Mmorial Garden. It was to pranote Arbor Day, it muld 
help beautify our city and give pleasure to marry people who would pass by 
and see these trees. Mb really wanted to see flmring dogwood or redbud 
or crab in every front yard or on every boulevard. We felt like the best 
way to start with conservation was throw+$ our youngsters because they'd 
becant! the citizens of tamorraw. 

Q :  But mst of your education was done with their teachers expecting the 
teachers to teach the children Hihat you had taught then. 

A: Yes, that's right. 

Q: That's a good idea. 

A: And Mrs. Miller had sent me this letter and I thought you might like 
to hear part of it. She said, "As you have had such a big part in making 
this mrkshop possible I would like to share a letter with you aigned by 
all the m-rs of the class. And they said, 'Please accept a mst 
sincere thanks and deepest appreciation of the m e r s  of the outdoor 
education class for the opportunity to participate in your fine workshop. 
Each of us feel that what w learn here will be a valuable asset to us 
whether it be in the teaching field or our own private appreciation of 
the peat outdoors.1n And they wre really pleased with the instructor 
Mr. Vogel and he added a lot besides his lavely wife was here, Sonia. 
And they enjoyed her. 

Q: And this letter is dated July 5 ,  1968. 

A: Yes. Wlt see this bill was passed by K e m r  in August 22, 1967. 
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Q: That was a billion do1 lam? 

A: Yes. 

Q: That was a lot of money at that time. 

A: It was, Wzt he had the foresight to see that there was a need to 
conserve our natural resources and w thought the best place to start was 
with the children. And I thought, "Oh, being president of the Springfield 
Civic Garden Club here's a good project for the Garden Club to sponsor.1f 

Q: Sure is. Now is that still continuing today or . . . 
A: The Garden Club has plant sales and they buy certain things for the 
Garden, for Lincoln lVLenoria1 Garden. There's still a close relatiomhip 
between the wrkings of the tw. Then the judges wuld go out and help 
in the Split Rail Shop. Theretll be garden clubs that will cane over 
fran Ikcatur, different places in outdoor gardening they'll help if not 
in the Split Rail Shop. 

Q: k t  I mean like the school children--is the progran that was started 
in 1968 . . . 
A: But HR have to charge naw. The schools used to give us maybe $6,000 
a year toward this progran because it was cheaper for them to hire a 
teacher that knew about conservation. 

Q: I see. Wzt they stop doixlg that. 

A: Because they couldn't afford it. 

Q: You don't rmmber what the year was? 

A: No, I don't ranmhr. I think probably our naturalist and the director 
m@t to h a w ,  

Q :  Way. At that point then you had to begin to charge them for it? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Now did you want to continue at this time with the presidents of the 
club or was there sawthing else that ywu wanted to cover before we went 
into that? 

A: k l l ,  this is a picture of a salute to vanen, when Hazel Miller and I 
were prt on the front cover of the fly section of the Illinoils State-Journal. 
Pauline Telford did the salute to w m n  in May of 1969. She thought it 
was such an inportant project that she put us on the- front cover, 

Q: And was this taken out at Lincoln Gardens? 

A: Yes, right in front of the nature center a d  here is one of ous 
dogmod trees all in bloom, 
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Q: Oh, itts a beautiful time of the year. Things look full then, 

A: That was 1967 to 1969 when Ms. Packey was the president of the 
Garden Club of Illinois, Wen she cane d m  to our annual meeting in 
April, 1969, she had an article out of the Chic Tribune on the wild -9 flowers in the forest preserve that was exhlbite at the wrld flmr 
shm. Our greatful thanks to her for arranging to have these flowers 
tranlsported by truck to the Garden. Then it was up to our ground camittee 
to get all these plants planted. I happened to be chairman at that time. 
She also presented us with a check for $500 fran the Garden Club of 
Illinois. Each president has always tried to give us a sun of mney out 
of their two years tern i f  therefa anything left at all, lxlt sanetimes 
they have a hard time making ends meet, 

Q :  Ib you ramher haw many plants were available? I mean were there 
thousands of plants? 

A: Oh, I cantt tell you. It took us days to plant them I knw that. 
Wlt HR kept than watered and protected and in the shade and cool. Of 
caurse I had a wonderful co-chairman and p d s  co-chairman and that was 
Ibth (Jlriatenson. Shets alm a past president of the Lincoln Nlemorial 
Gardens, Anytime she could give any time at all she m l d  come aut and 
help. Then there wre many of thm on the board that *re willing to 
cane mt and help. 

Q :  Of course nw these plants had to be planted according to Jensents 
plan. You couldntt just go out there and put them anyplace you wanted 
to, 

A: No, W already had a plan after doing rmch reading and research, in 
1970 and 1971 wm had already mde a plan. The grounds cannittee would be 
president of Lincoln Garden and the Springfield Civic Garden Club or 
anyone that wanted to help us. We took sane of our ffwxklt fran the 
Siftings of Jen Jensen upon *ich these recarmendations are based. One 
thing, wh6-never -planted anything we tried to look and plant it in the 
same kind of situation it had @own in. 

Q: Did you say Si f t ings of Jen Jensen? 

A: That's a book that was written and is called Siftings -- of Jen Jensen. 

Q: Oh, is there a copy of that available. 

A: I think therets one at the Garden? 

Q: All right. Fine, 

A: If not, I have one. 

Q: Okay. Wetll check that. 




























