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Preface

This manuscript is the product of a tape-recorded interview conducted by
Sara Wells for the Oral History Office during the winter of 1985. Linda
Jett transcribed the tapes and Sara Wells edited the transcript.

Mrs. Margaret (Luke) Gaule was born in Springfield, Illinois on November
20, 1917. She was a neighbor to Harriet Knudson, the founder of Lincoln
Memorial Garden, and helped Mrs. Knudson fram its beginnings. Mrs. Gaule
was an avid gardener and active in the Springfield Civie Garden Club, the
Garden Club of Illinois and Lincoln Memorial Garden, holding offices in
all three, She served as Grounds' Chairmen for many years at Lincoln
Garden and worked with Harriet Knudson and Jens Jensen there. Because of
personal differences, she no longer serves actively at the Garden, but
says she misses it, because two-thirds of her life has been spent there.

Readers of the oral history memoir should bear in mind that it is a
transeript of the spoken word, and that the interviewer, narrator and
editor sought to preserve the informal, conversational style that is
inherent in such historical sources. Sangamon State University is not
responsible for the factual accuracy of the memoir, nor for views
expressed therein; these are for the reader to judge.

The manmuscript may be read, quoted and cited freely. It may not be
reproduced in whole or in part by any means, electronic or mechanical,
without permission in writing fram the Oral History Office, Sangamon
State University, Springfield, Illinois, 62708.




Margaret Gaule, November 13, 1985, Springfield, Illinois.

Sara Wells, Interviewer.

Q: Margaret, you have been in on the Garden just about fram the beginning,
haven't you?

A: Yes, I have.

Q: Would you share a little bit about how you becane interested in it
and how you began to work there?

A: I guess I joined Garden Club, and after I joined Garden Club, I got
involved with the Lincoln Memorial Garden right away. I loved the outdoors
and they did a lot of planting and whenever they did plantings or anything
like that, I was always right there to help with it. And of course we
knew Mrs. Knudson because she lived out west of Springfield by us. I

lived on the Bradfordton Road and my sister went to high school with her

daughter.
Q: And you were a very close campanion to Mrs. Knudson?

A: Yes, my neighbors used to say, after she had passed away they'd all
cane by and they'd say, "Where's your tooting friend?" and I'd say, "what
do you mean?" They said, "Your friend that pulled up and if you weren't
up, she'd just toot away expecting you to run out." (laughter)

Q: She was a waman on the go, wasn't she?

A: Oh yes, she was, Yes, and she'd always stop by. If she had any
questions or anything or maybe I might have had same plants out of my
yard or got same wild flowers fran sameplace, she'd stop by and always
drive up on the drive and toot, and they all called her my tooting friend.

Q: Did she have an idea of what she wanted in that Garden before Jens
Jensen came?

A: Well, she knew she wanted the plants that were native to the time
that he [Lincoln] lived here.

Q: And she was quite knowledgable?
A: Oh yes, yes, very knowledgable. She was a good horticulturalist.

Q: I see, and you were telling before about when the city officially
gave the okay for the Garden. Would you . . .
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A: We had the burning of the fagots, and of course that was new to me.

It means that you burn the twigs or the little pieces of wood or branches
and they're usually in the bundles to be used as fuel. So she had all

the city commissioners, and I never did hear why we did this, but fram
what I understand I'm thinking it might have been we were bringing all

the city officials together and we were cooperating. They had given us
the okay to go ahead and use the Garden as a living memorial, this acreage.

Q: And that was already a couple of years after you had started to
clear the ground?

A: Yes. Oh, the ground was cleared. It was all farmming land. I don't
think there was more than seven trees, and not more than ten [trees]
maybe on the acreage, because it was all famming and dairy famms in that
area.

Q: Oh, I see, Now would you share exactly what you did there? This is
what is difficult. People that you talk to about the Garden, they are
really invested there, and they're very general in their approach, but we
need to be more specific today as to exactly what you did there.

A: Well, in the beginning, I really started out whenever they had plants
to bring down like some of the people from Chicago or maybe Jensen would
get some lilies, and things like that, or we'd go out and get plants
ourselves and take them out there and plant them. Of course he [Jensen]
had a plan of where everything was to go. One time he was down and he
wanted the marsh marigolds in a certain area, and I couldn't see it
because 1'd gone out to Peoria and dug them myself and I knew the kind of
area. Well now sameone said the last couple of years they hadn't seen
the marsh marigolds and of course I haven't been out to walk the Garden
at that particular time. 8o I insisted on putting this up a little
slough more, and we had marsh marigolds there that was just a blanket of
gold in the spring of the year. And then we tried skunk cabbage, a
couple of the girls got skunk cabbage, and put them in there and they
were flourishing for a couple of years but they haven't seen those either.
But he [Jensen] kept wanting the lilies put in at a certain place and I
think it was too damp for the lilies and they got their little roots just
snothered with water,

Q: And once they died like that, they weren't replaced?

A: Yes, some of the people would give us plants to replace them and then
we bought same too. We had taken them up and put them down in a slough
and one day we looked out and they had piled all this brush we had cut
over the top and set a bonfire to it, but I don't think it hurt too much
because lilies were still coming up there.

Q: I see.

A: And then we had another area where Jensen planted the lilies and
those were really flourishing too.

Q: Now when you say that Jensen planted, do you actually mean that . . .
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A: No, it was his plan where we should plant them. We usually did the
planting, or a group of ladies from Chicago would come down.

Q: Did he and Mrs. Knudson ever tangle that you know of?

A: Not that I know of. He'd coame over and want to talk with us and
she'd say, "Now Margaret, we don't have time for that., We've got business
to take care of." So I never got to talk to him too much. None of us
who did the planting really got to talk to him as much as we'd like to,
but I do know that he had ideas. He never wanted anything in a straight
line so he'd say you take and meke a curve and then you come in and see
this big planting, then it leads you on, and as it leads you on, you see
samething else.

When we put in the sidewalk and dedicated it to Mrs. Knudson, I knew
nothing about a sidewalk. We started out going to Lawrence, the construction
campany, and he told us a few pointers and everything he said I wrote
down. Then we'd go to the next construction campany and they'd talk to
us and give us a few more. By the time we got to the last one they
really thought we were pretty intelligent wamen. (laughs) So we started
the sidewalk in April, let's see, we signed the contract with Mr. Lawrence
Construction Coampany, the very first company we went with, on April 6,
1971. By June 11 we had the sign fram Mr., Benatti. We went out and had
a bronze sign and had the engraving and had it okayed by Berta Cochran,
Mrs. Knudson's daughter, and had it all ready to go for the Indian Summer
that year. My cousin, Johnny Hunter, was to give the--dedicate the
sidewalk to Mrs. Knudson, and he was unable to be there, but my cousin,
Lee Nicholson, who worked for John Hunter, was able to come out and give
the dedicatory. He knew Mrs. Knudson which I thought meant more than it
would have if it had been just John Hunter.

Q: Yes. And as I understand, even after Mrs. Knudson became blind, she
still contimied to know what was in that Garden?

A: Oh yes! And when we put down this walk and dedicated it, everyone
wanted it to be a straight walk. It wasn't going to cost us much but we
knew Jensen's plans and his ideas. He always said, "Never use a straight
line. It's the shortest distance between two points, but you go up and
moeke a curve and came in and you see the building, then you go into the
building and look out and you see the lake."” He didn't want us to see
everything fram one point.

Q: That makes sense.

A: Yes. And it adds to beauty, it really adds to the beauty. And we're
proud of that walk. There wasn't a crack in it. I haven't checked it
lately but we were really proud of it to think that it held up as well as
it did. And we had special specifications. We went out there one morning
and the sand wasn't as deep as it was supposed to be before the wire was
put on, and boy we got into it right then and got it straightened up.

Q: You learned your lessons well,
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A: Yes. (laughter)
Q: Now how long is that walk that we're talking about?

A: Well, it went fran the boulders to the Nature Center. They've extended
it in the meantime, oh in the last seven years I think, samething like
that, why they've taken it out to the roadway.

Q: Now you don't ever foresee walks taking the place of the little
lanes, do you?

A: No. This was just because it was used so heavily and we couldn't
keep the grassy areas and it had soft spots we had to gravel anyway, and
this was really the line of least resistance and we put it--it's got some
of the stones that come up, so it looks more like the clay soil.

Q: I see.

A: And then talking about Mrs. Knudson, even when she couldn't drive her
car, I would go over and get her and take her out to the Garden and she'd
go right down into the field with us no matter where we went. About
noont ime, after she had her lunch, she'd take a little nap. One day she
disappeared and I went back to check on her because usually in about an
hour she'd be caming to where we were. We were only a short distance but
none of us saw her leave. She had became lost in that Garden and she was
perspiring. I'd gone all the way up to the Nature Center; I got everyone
involved that was up there working, all looking, and we finally got back
to where we were and here she was. She really didn't tell us what happened,
but we know she was lost.

Another time we were working at the Garden and John Aarup happened to be
out there that day too and we went in for lunch. It was a hot day. We
told her never to touch the fan. She knew where the fan was and she went
over and put her--turned on the fan and put her finger in it and cut it
off, cut part of the giner. I had to take her to the doctor of course,
and I can't stand blood. John Aarup came in with coal oil and poured on
it [her finger]. (laughs) I don't know whether we should have done
that--I wouldn't have, And so we called the doctor and called Berta [her
daughter] and I took her into the doctor. He took her right away and got
it taken care of, and then I took her hame.

Q: At that time was she blind?

A: Yes, she was and we always told her never to touch the fans, but we'd
been out in the field and no one was in the Nature Center. It was a day
when everyone was off, and she went over and turned the fan on.

Q: You know an organization like this where one person is so strong in
influence in the beginning sometimes it's very difficult for them, as
others care in and begin to have their ideas, to ride with that, to
change with that . .

Q: Well, I think we had her--we knew what she wanted and what Jensen's
plan was,
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Q: And people respected that?

A: Yes. And it seemed like everyone worked so hard to please and to put

it back. When I was grounds' chairman, we had an anmual meeting at

Holiday Inn and Mr. Milton Thampson was at that meeting and he'd been to
some historical, national historical meeting and he said that he was
talking to a group of people and they said that of all of Jensen's plannings
and things, that the Lincoln Garden was the closest to any . . . I was

real proud beceause 1 was grounds' chairman there.

Q: I see. And so how many years has it been that you've been out there
working?

A: Well, since the beginning 1'd say, almost, but I haven't done anything
much., I had a hip replacement. Of course when I'd cut down these trees
with these boys and drag them, and then when we got all this cut down,
we'd take and drag them into a council ring, or if we could get them to
the roadside, the city would came and pick them up. When we put it in
the eouncil ring then we'd burn it and 1 think that probably didn't do me
any good.

Q: No. One of the things, referring to the council rings, story was
told about Mr. Jensen that he envisioned those as having fires in them at
night and . . .

A: Well, he thought of the Indians coming and the Indians always would
have a pow-wow, or a big meeting, whenever they could see the amoke ring
of a night. Wherever they saw this amoke ring, all the Indians were
gathering. And this was to be a gathering place but I'm sorry to say,
some of them insisted that we take out the center stones in the council
rings and I'm still very much opposed to it, because I think those council
rings have a purpose.

Q: Did he have any other ideas like that? Things that he could see that
perhaps just coming upon . . . I'm sure that people when they see those
council rings, they don't think about the Indians and about the sight
that that would have been on the lake, having all those bonfires going at
night,

A: Well, and of course I think that he thought it would be a place where
the children, the scouts and everyone could congregate. And we've had
some beautiful meetings out there. We had meetings of a night where we'd
listen to the sounds, or maybe birds, or things like that going over, and
identification. We've had meetings in the council ring where we'd have,
oh like a rock group, we'd have a tremendous crowd but we didn't want to
advertise it because we knew that they'd take over the Garden.

Q: What is that-—rock?
A: Rock music.

Q: Oh, for goodness sake!
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A: And it was popular, then we even had the Copper Coin [Ballet] would
come out and give a progran. We've had singing groups out there. Really
there's no end to the people that can use the Garden as a background for
their arts.

Q: Now are you still open to allow these kinds of things or have you
seen more restrictions as time went on?

A: I think that they have to make more plans. A lot of them would like
to have weddings and they kind of restrict some of those things.

Q: Was there ever a time when you could picnic out there? 1 know now
there are signs that you can't.

A: We used to.

Q: Was there samething that happened that changed that?

A: I think that same of them started fires and didn't put them out.

Q: I see. Was that a long time ago?

A: Yes, quite a while ago. And see that's when we became so dense, and
in dry weather we were afraid, and then same of the people--we've had a
couple of fires out there.

Q: That could be really bad, with all the trees that you have now.

A: And then when we had this controlled burning, Williem Hammel was our
naturalist, and of course we'd heard about the prairie area. We should
burn every other year or every three years, and we did and it really did
marvelous. Now the prairie, the Morton Arboretum had given us plats of
prairie plants and we brought those down here and planted them. They had
them in the plats, in these boxes, just the way we were to plant them in
the Garden, and that's just the way we planted them. We're beginning to
see the value of that now.

Q: When you talk about prairie, is there a special part in the Garden?
A: A special area, it's an open area, and it's called the prairie area.
Q: And where would that be located say as you cane . . .

A: That's closer to the Latin School. If you go down, closer to the
last entrance up by the Latin School.

Q: Okay. And about how big an area is that?
Well, it's not too big, but it's nice, a nice size,

A
Q: Will that be marked or is it just for the knowledgable people who . .




Margaret Gaule 7

A: We had markers all up, but you know the vandals are something else;
you never know. We don't know why they tear them off and they have to be
replaced.

Q: I see. I know there are always a few people whose names always came
up when you're talking about the Garden, but I'm sure over the years that
you've been there there's been a lot of different people who gave a lot
of themselves. Is there anyone in particular or . . .

A: Saneone that you don't hear much about is Polly Horsley, that's Bill
Horsley's wife, and she was really a hard worker., She was like the rest
of us, She might have been a senator's wife, but that didn't make any
difference, she got out there and worked as hard as any of us did.
They'd given a lot to the Garden and Bill Horsley used to always do
Indian Sumrer. Every Indian Summer, this was part of our program, he
always read that and portrayed that part.

Q: And what year was this that they were involved or do you even recall?
Was it the 1930s, 1940s or 1950s?

A: Well, I'd say probably fram 1940 on, maybe even before.
Q: And how did he spell his name?

A: Horsley. H-O-R-8-L-E-Y. He still lives on the lake. William Horsley.
He's an ex-senator. Then we had Catherine Zeller. She was quite a
botanist, and she had campiled a list of all the trees, the shrubs, the
plants that were in the Garden and when they would bloam. And anytime
we'd go out and we'd see samething in bloam, we'd go in and mark it on

the chart and then she campiled this list.

Q: I see. And is she still around?
A: No, she died in 1961, And she was a hard worker too.

Q: Most of these people were the behind-the-scenes people that you
wouldn't hear much about?

A: Yes.

Q: Is there anything else that you can recall? LIke I said, I don't
want to talk, I want you to do the talking.

A: Well, we made a rule on the grounds' camittee while I was grounds’
chairman, that we would always keep all the benches, the shelters, the
fountains and everything like that, but we didn't care to add to them.
We didn't have the money arx we tried to get the people that donated
these different things to restore them. Now I understand Walgreen's
Bridge is in dire need of repair or replacing. I don't know what they
are going to do. We wrote to the different garden [clubs], the states
that had given benches, and some of them were civil war groups that had
given. We didn't want to but what are you going to do when they offer
them to you? And they all have a quotation from Lincoln [on them]. One
of the things that Harriet Knudson would often say if we thought that we
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were being whipped, she said, "Determine a thing can be done, and it
will,"

A: Oh yes, I saw that. (laughter)

Q: She'd always say that and as we'd go down the Garden path we learned
that we plucked the little flower that was a weed out of place and put it
back into the Garden where it belonged (laughter) because they were
scarce and far between. When my son, and he's 41 now, when he was about
two years old, I started walking through that Garden with him. And oh, I
got in blackberry briars, I didn't think that I would ever get out. 1
put him on my shoulders and we finally got out and I swore I'd never go
back, but then we got the OUC [Civilian Conservation Corps] boys to came
in and clean up the Garden which Jensen had opposed very much, and I
don't know whether he ever knew it.

Q: Did he have any particular reason for opposing the OOC boys?

A: I don't know, I think he'd seen work that they had done up around the
Chicago area and these boys were fram out around Petersburg, but we were
very happy. Outside they did eradicate all of our pawpaw bushes. We had
a beautiful grove of pawpaw bushes and they just took them all out and
they never did come back.

Q: Did they think that they were weeds?

A: I don't know whether they made a mistake or they needed same guidance
then, but they took them all out. As a whole they did a lovely job of
restoring it so we could get back to it again., And of course anything
you plant, you have to leave it grow so many years and everything came
up, and everything that came up we wanted to leave. Then it was a job to
go through and get all the locusts out and all the maples that were
seedlings and things like that.

Q: I see. Now when people talk about Mr. Jensen's plan; how extensive
was that? Was it mainly how he wanted it to look? Was it the plants
that he wanted to go in there? Was it things like benches and the circles?

A: He could see places like circles and benches for people to relax and
enjoy the beauty around them. But he had a plan where he put the big
trees out in one area. Under these big trees were the amaller trees,
like the redbud and the dogwood, the service berries, bushes and things
like that. Then under these would be the small spring plants that would
cane up, wildflowers, and after the leaves came out, these wildflowers--
the leaves and everything just covered them and you didn't even know they
were there. It was a changing season all the time but he studied nature
and he knew that on the edge was always the bushes and the small trees
and the big trees were in the bigger areas. And he wanted us to plant in
large plantings so that it whould show the greatness of Lincoln, these
plantings. They [the visitors] would drift along and then you'd go on a
ways and you'd see something else. These were all in large plantings,
and that was his reason for that.
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Q: He really did--in sane of the readings they felt that Lincoln's name
was attached just more for publicity, but he seemed to be invested in the
Lincoln idea? In the idea of doing this for Mr. Lincoln?

A: Yes. And he really observed nature as it really was. He planted
these plantings in the area where Lincoln walked through, that would be
familiar to him. He didn't want every plant that was growing in this
state, you know, but he wanted to plant what was most femiliar to Lincoln.

Q: Have they stuck pretty close to that plan, do you think?

A: Yes. I think that they're getting back to it again. It had gotten
out of hand after about, oh in the first part of the eighties, I'd say.
But I think they're getting it back closer to the plan that Jensen had
had again.

Q: Is that new leadership? Or the same leadership just seeing a
different . . .

A: Well, I think funds is one thing. Of course we started out--Mrs.
Knudson used to came by here and he had a checkbook and she'd show my
husband that checkbook with thirteen cents in it, and that's all. And
she said we need a drive so they started a drive and established a trust
fund. It was pretty successful, but somehow the trust didn't do as well
as--1 think they've gone in and used the interest fram it. And we hadn't
intended it to be used. We intended that always to be put back.

Then we built the building and before that we'd go out to Harriet Knudson's
garage and we'd gather cones and all these flowers. On my vacation I had
a good time doing this, I'm not really complaining about--but my children
and I traveled with my husband in nine states. We gathered all these

pine cones or anything odd or different and carrion berries--over in
Indiana I could get them by the trunk load. Then Harriet had same big
hickory muts and we'd get beech pods over in Indiana. We'd bring all of
those back and work with them. Then we were in Kentucky one time and we
have a bell at the Garden and this bell has been a popular selling item
since we've had the Split Rail Shop.

A lot of people don't give Molly Gray credit, but she's the one that
named the Split Rail Shop. We all thought of names, but she came up with

Split Rail Shop. We thought it was a nice name, and she is the originator
and she has pushed that.

She and I would go--I had this friend in Peoria at Bon Hocken Junction
and she gave me the name of wholesalers in Chicago. Then I got another
friend of mine who gave me this Mr. Harold's name in St. Louis. Then of
course our children were in college down there and they told us about the
wholesale houses. Mr. Harold got us into the wholesale houses and we
found out that if we got a number, we could get in on our own. So we got
a muber so we could get in., But Mrs. Packlin would tell us, she'd tell
us exactly where these wholesale houses were, who to ask for, and that's
the way we got started in this Split Rail Shop to buy materials to make
things. Then the Garden Club of Illinois always had a flower show. And
Molly and I were the two best--1 hate to brag--but we were the two best


































































































































