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Mary Funk and Calista Herndon, February 18, 1975, Springfield, Illinois.

Susan Sherard, Interviewer.

A: (Calista Herndon) Well, the first thing that I think of is we should
get Libby (Elizabeth Lanphier) to give you the beginning of it, the real

beginning of 1t before it was even-~and she'll have to do that. You can

put that on a tape.

0: (Mary Funk) Well, T was with her a great deal during that time.
A: I know but you weren't there when she-~when this woman . . .
0: Mrs, Zimmerman.

A: ., . . when Mrs. Zimmerman came to her, That's what I think Libby can
do. I talked with Libby about the early days with Mrs., Zimmerman. She
was on the family welfare. And Mrs. Zimmerman reported a great need of
going into the houses and families.

Q: All right, this was 1938, right?

A: This was in 1938, And algo we were told by ministers that they had
contact and that there's no knowledge that this was available, that there
were a lot of things available, Lack of education. And they had seen it
firsthand how necessary it was.

Q: Now at that time, then there weren't any doctors in the town?

A: That was the other problem, There were but they were apprehensive
about using them for this type of patient because of being part of a
charity that we were thinking about because of the religious controversy.
And it all got into polities really. I mean their apprehension was about
the political repercussions that might follow. Also the religion, I mean
St. John's Hospital was the hospital and they were told that they could
not practice there if they gave assistance to us or to the people that
Mrs. Zimmerman reported needed,

Q: Now what kind of political things?
A: Well, the public aid. We hoped to get people from the public aid.
And that went into politics, you see., And the head of the nursing,

visiting nurses, was a Catholic. And she opposed the clinic.

Q: Okay. Who was Mrs. Zimmerman then?
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A: She was somebody that was with family welfare, I think, I don't
know. That's where Libby can tell you. I think she was with the family
welfare. It was at one time separate. The family welfare and the
children's service people are two different organizations.

Q: Okay., This was in 1938, Do you have any kind of memory or do you
remember hearing of what kind of advertisement in the newspaper was being
given to Margaret Sanger or anything of that kind?

A: Well, there was publications, We were very conscious. The community
was very conscious, parts of the community. A very small part.

0: Yes, a very small part, that is right. Becausze there was not much in
our local but from outside reading.

Q: Right., Right. Do you remember what the image was that the media was
presenting of her? Do you have any memory? Like how do you think of
Margaret Sanger, how do you remember her?

A: As a crusader.

0: As a rights crusader.

A: And something that was new, that picked our interest very much.

Q: Right. Do you remember how you first found out about her?

A: About Margaret Sanger?

Q: Yes and her cause.

A: No, I don't know. Just seeped in through publications and things we
read in the newspaper but not in the local newspaper., More in magazines
and that, articles.

Q: Okay., Now you say that there was just a small group of people who
were living in Springfield who knew about her and about the birth control
movement, How would you describe those people? 1 mean were they your
friends? You know, if you were trying to give them some kind of
description how would you describe them? What people in Springfield . . .
A: Yes, I would say they were our contemporaries. And a very small
group of them. .And probably most of them had talked to Libby., Libby had
talked to them about it.

0: Well, it was more of the people who had read and were more educated
and knew more about what was going on in the world and not happening
here. It was a small, our group was small and I presume the whole group
in town was small, very small,

Q: Wag this mainly women or was it men and women?

A: It started out to be mainly women.
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0: Entirely women, almost entirely women.
Q: How did the husbands respond to this?
A: Oh, they didn't care much one way or another.

0: Well, they were very amused because we were very busy talking and
organizing and life was very complicated and our husbands . . .

A: And we were continuing to have babies and grandbabies.

0: They all thought it was great for us to be interested in this but
they acted kind of silly, a tad amused by our enthusiasm. We really
spent a great deal of time in the organization and our frustration . . .

Q: Yes, That's something you do have to talk about quite a bit when
you're that frustrated.

A: And there was so few of us. Ann Conry who was not able to do~-she
had a heart condition and she spent a great deal of time in bed. And she
was highly motivated and frustrated by inactivity, and she was a very
positive woman and usually got what she wanted. She worked very hard and
strenuous. She gave a great deal of herself. She gave most of herself
because she had time,

Q: Well, can you think of what else was going on in Springfield at this
time, other events or what the mood of the town was in 1938 to say 1940
right when this was starting?

A: Oh, dear. I can't. It was more or less of a recession. The
businesses were in a recession at that time because I remember we started
to build our house and we got the foundation started. And then this
recession came along and Don said to the contractor, "You can go ahead
and build the house but I can't pay you." And he was very nice., He
said, "I'll just stop until things get better." That was in 1938, It
was at the peak of the Depression because it was a recession, it was
tapering off., And it came back again in 1938, And then the war brought
us back and we came out of our recession., We were all on boards of
different organizations,

Q: What kinds of organizations?

A: I was very active in the Red Cross at that time,

0: And the Child and Family Services.

A: And the Child and Family Services and Family Welfare. I've forgotten
what it was called at that time. It was Family Welfare because I was on
the board of the Family Welfare when we combined with the Child and
Family which now is the state,

Q: It was separate.

A: It was separate from us.
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0: There was a black Negro organization too. I've forgotten what the
name of that was.

Q: Was that a county thing?
A: No, it was a city thing.

Q: Well, what other kinds of, like the other people who were involved
early, what other kinds of groups were they involved with? This is just
to get a picture of the kind of people who started Planned Parenthood.

A: Yes, that was rather interesting. Those were the agencles that=-the
Service League of Springfield started at that time from 1938 also. It
turned into the Junior League. But it started in 1938. So there was
more volunteer work being started; it was concentrated, directed through
the service league,

Q: So that started also in 19387
A: Yes,

Q: We were about to go to them again for some volunteers. And Querta
Bond who's on the board has been very active in the league. It's funny
how when you sort of go back to our origins. Okay. Why don't we then
get to, got some sense of the people and what they were involved in in
Springfield a little bit. Why don't we talk about the beginning. Now
you said that Libby really is the person who knows but from our talk
earlier we at least have a sense of, you know, in 1938 a group was
formed.

A: Our first meeting that I remember being to was in the spring. We
organized in the fall.

Q: How many people would you say were involved in this?
A: I think you have the original list, don't you?
Q: Yes. There's about twelve.

A: I would say so. We had an older woman who knew more about
organization who was our first president.

Q: And she took it from there, So did you start; talk about it 1like we
did before, what it was like trying to get that clinic set up, you know,
what you had to go through to do that,

A: Well, it was in very bad repairs to begin with, the actual place.
Over the drugstore, it hadn't been used for some time. And two rooms as
I remember, There were two and a half, There was a consulting room.

0: Oh, no, the consulting room was just curtained off.

A: All right.
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0: There were just curtains. It was one room and the consulting room
was like voting booths stretched with curtains, and you could hear
everything. Everything. Then the backroom was the examining room and
then across the hall, down a little way was the bathroom which was used
for the whole floor. It wasn't ours. No, it was used for the people in
the other offices, There was only one other office in that building,
wasn't there?

0: Yes. I think so.

A: Oh, that floor. Our main concern was who was golng to service it.
The building was a problem., I mean that was done., I mean we cleaned it
up. But our main concern was that no doctor would give us service.

Q: Now explain this again. Doesn't that go back into politics that we
were talking about?

A: Well, it goes back to religion, the religious angle affected that.
The doctors could not service us and still . . .

0: Several of them volunteered to do it and signed up to do it, and then
they were told that they could not use St. John's Hospital and
Springfield Hospital; Memorial Hospital was then Springfield Hospital.

It was a small operation in an old private home.

A: You had to depend on., We had our babies up until, well, and to St.
John's because it made you feel like Springfield Hospital was adequate,
Raising the money to have someone come from Chicago, that was a very big
item.

Q: Why don't you talk about that? Hear the story over again.

A: How often did we hold the clinic? 1 think it was only every two
weeks.

Q: Explain how a person would know to come and what they would do when
they came to the clinics.

A: Well, we interviewed them first.
Q: Would they walk in off the streets and make an appointment?

A: They didn't make an appointment because we didn't have the telephone
at that time, we weren't listed. We weren't listed. We didn't have a
telephone at all I don't believe until later. We'd go out into the east
end of town and Mrs, Zimmerman would send word. She knew a lot of
people. It spread by word of mouth. And the ministers in that area.
Then after we were organized we would send notices to mothers who had had
birth notices.

Q: Oh, you sent them letters.

A: New mothers.
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Q: Did this work?

A: I think it was our most effective contact. Also we tried to go
around to the various agencies but got very few patients from them. And
I don't know why. Also we talked at the public aid,

0: And PTA.

A: Well, we did that and the PTA meetings. I remember going to quite a
few PTA meetings., So we did in our really amateur way spread out what we
could. Response was rather remarkable.

Q: What kind of women came? Describe some of the women who might show
up on that afternoon. They already have a lot of children or did you

have any who didn't want them?

At Yes, most of them did. Most of them were in their thirties I would
say.

0: Late twenties,

A: And early thirtles, and we felt we were getting the people that we
were organlized to help. We had gratification, and we felt we were
reaching the right people.

Q: So these were low income people?

A: Yes, low income people.

Q: Did they ever pay anything? How was that worked out?

A: Yes. They paid according to their income. We had a scale.

0: We never turned them away if they couldn't.

A: And then for supplies they did pay fifty cents a tube,

Q: That's what we pay now,

A: Is it really?

Q: Well, T guess they went up to a dollar.

A: And then they had to pay for the doctor. But the trouble was getting
them back for an examination. We used to go out and pick them up and
bring them in because we'd set a date for them to come back and they
wouldn't show up. So we'd go and pick them up and bring them down if
they would come. But a lot of them wouldn't come. Once they'd done it

they thought that was it.

0: Also a problem was at first their enthusiasm but then they lost
interest, Their span was limited.

Q: You get them in there and then you wonder for how long they would last?




Mary Funk and Calista Herndon 7

A: That was one of our apprehensions.

Q: Okay. Now when a woman came to the clinic, she got interviewed, what
was that, medical history, what was taken?

A: That and background.

0: Number of children, income, husband's job. She had to have a
husband.

Q: She had to have a husband?

A: Oh, absolutely. Absolutely, Of course we couldn't check up on
whether she had or not.

0: It was for the record.

A: For the record, she had one. And her medical-~not much medical
history, no. It was more of a social background and economic background.

Q: Who did the interviewing?
A: We all did, the volunteers.
Q: So you swapped off?

A: Yes.

Q: Now who else, was it just you and the doctors at the clinics, I mean
in terms of persomnel?

A: We had a nurse,
Q: Was she a volunteer?
A: Well, we had one for a while but then it was all volunteers.

0: Yes, that again I am hazy about. But now I know very definitely
because 0. Patton when she came there she washed millions and millions of
gloves, When we first started we did have, we had a nurse I know. And
whether she was volunteer or not I'm not prepared to say.

A: Well, she didn't stay very long because, I don't know what happened,
whether we ran out of momey or . . .

0: We did run out of money because we did have money.

A: Well, then she just stopped--1 know when I was there, they were all
volunteers except the doctor whom we paid a nominal, very nominal sum to,
but there was somebody at the desk. And then there was somebody to
interview, one person, and one person in the back room to help the
doctors. And then after the clinic was over we would all pitch in and
wash the gloves and clean out the cabinets.

0: I don't believe we had any janitor service of any kind.
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Q: So when a person was there then, these people were there to serve her
after her interview when she did see a doctor?

14

A: Yes. No counseling.

Q: There wasn't much choice. So the doctor would give her an
examination. Was this a part of the service, both a physical exam and
getting the contraceptive?

A: Yes,
Q: She got a complete phyéical.

A: They found tumors and what do you call them? Prolapsed--whatever is
prolapsed. I don't know. We survived from 1938 until 1940 on
donations,.

Q: How did you get it? Did you just go out and solicit?

A: We were--I don't know how we got enough money because we were a very
small organization and many people were not for us.

0: We got the money from very few people. Very few. And we didn't need
very much,

A: Well, that doctor from Chicago.
Q: Do you remember how much she cost?

A: No. She came, I remember so well, she came in at noon. But you see
the train didn't cost very much, It was ten dollars round trip. We were
very shaky financial., Until in 1940 we had Jeannette McDonald.

Q: Why don't you explain that? We've all heard the story. They
haven't.

A: You tell the story.

O0: We had a friend who was a friend of the banker of Jeannette McDonald
and that was when was she at the heighth of her popularity. She
willingly signed a contract to come to appear at our maternal health
center, The word was--we started promoting it. Talking about it. The
Catholics were very upset and wrote her threatening letters and they
would do everything to hinder her from coming. So we tried to break the
contract. And we had a member, Louls Gillespe, wrote her, He is the
lawyer. And so she put the date for Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, hoping
that would discourage us and we would break the contract. But we went on
in the old Orpheum Theater which was quite large. And it was packed.
But she was so apprehensive about coming that her husband came with her.
And she made it sound as if it were a maternity thing. She sang a
lullaby., And so without having to do with contraceptives in any way. I
was president at the time and I was pregnant. It was one of the most
exhilirating, frustrating. And when she arrived, she was here and the
Orpheum was filled. We were elated, It was a great--1 remember having
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my dinner party first. It was just too much. We were so excited. Here
she was. And we had sold many tickets, And so we were financially
secure up until the time it was closed,.

Q: That was the one thing that did it.
: Yes. She gave a very filne performance and we gave her powers.
Q: Did she fly from the city after . . .

A: By that time, oh, no. She spent the night. There wasn't anyways for
her to fly out. She did not want to be met. We saw her only at the air
field.

Q: And that's Jeannette McDonald who raised some money for you.
A: A great deal.

Q: So this clinic as it went on, it seemed from the minutes, until
sometime in the fifties, I mean the forties, 1942, we still have to
clarify that, it's pretty hazy.

A: I don't remember. After the war we had a great surge of patients.
The husbands were all coming home., And then in about five years it began
to drop off materially. Instead of growing it was shrinking. And we
found that a lot of the Catholic doctors were sending us patients because
they knew they needed the information but couldn't give it to them
themselves. And they were getting it for a very small amount of money
from us because our scale of charges was very, very low. The national
organization came out and made a survey and scolded us and said we would
have to do better. So we tried but without success.

Q: You mean better in terms of getting more people in?

A: More people and more professionals. This was all volunteers for that
time because I think then by that time Ann, you know, well, she's a
pediatrician. Ann Pearson, Ann Pearson is very much interested in it
and she volunteered her services as the doctor. So they told us that we
must organize into a more professional group, get an executive director
and do a better job. We talked about it, about how we could raise the
money to pay an executive, And we decided that we could not do it, that
it was just more than we could do at that time.

O: 1 was on the board then but I think the feeling was that 1t was felt
it was not worthwhile to do this.

At To do this. And by that time we thought there were enough doctors,
young doctors in town who could give the information and handle it
themselves, that it was up to them, if they saw a patient that they felt
needed contraceptive information, it was up to them to give it to them.
And I believe that was the feeling of the people in the community too.
And that's why we had a hard time to raise. Why can't these doctors do
it? And there were quite a lot of doctors and new doctors in town then.
And up to that time there had really been very few doctors it seems to me
in Springfield.




Mary Funk and Calista Herndon 10

0: They were the older doctors.

A: They were the older doctors and they hadn't had the training. They
didn't have the same attitude., During the war the young doctors resolved
itl

Q: So this was the midfifties?

A: This was midfifties. And so we decided that we would turn it into a
referral service that the doctors could take care of it then if the
patients, if people knew who to go to. 8o we had a list of, I think
there was ten or twelve doctors who said if anyone wanted to come, we
could give them their name. And they could come and they would charge
them on a sliding scale if they saw the necessity for it. So we
continued sending out these, it was a referral service, we continued
sending out these letters to new mothers., And we did install--we had our
telephone number switched to my resident telephone number. And in this
letter we sent we said, "Here's a list of doctors. Congratulations on
your new baby. In case you want to space your family, here is a list of
doctors whom the Planned Parenthood of Springfield and the National
Planned Parenthood are giving you. You can go to them for information.
And if you want further information please call such and such a number.,"
Which was my telephone number. And I did get some calls, I got a lot of
scolding calls.

Q: About the letter?

A: Yeg. Yes., What were we doing? These were I suppose half of the
objectors. What were we doing? And we had no business telling people
whether they could have children or not or when to have them and so forth
and so forth.

Q: How did you respond when they did that?

A: Well, I said, "We're not telling them when they can have them or not
to have them but we're just giving them the information if they want to
space their children. Or if they've finally decided that they have had
as many children as they want, here's where they can go to find
contraceptive information." Then I can't remember when it stopped, when
we decided to just close up shop entirely. Isn't that in the minutes?

Q: Yes.
A: I thought it was.

Q: It seems like the mintues end in 1964, That during that year there's
a lot of correspondence between the national office and Springfield
about, "Are you a Planned Parenthood or are you not?" And then all of a
sudden the minutes end and I think that's was all.

A: I can't recall it even that long. Mary would be the person to know,
she was the one that had the telephone. But . . .

0: I didn't realize that it had gone on that long either, I don't believe I
had the telephone that long. That was only ten years ago.
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A: That's hard to think that you did but you.must have had.

0: T suppose so but by that time everybody had read in the papers and
there was so much publicity about contraceptiong that everybody seemed to
know about it. There was no, there didn't seem to be any reason to go
on,

Q: That was another thing I wanted to ask is do you feel that women, say
in their thirties, at that point did know about contraception?

A: Well, I thought we found that but I don't see how people in the east
end of town, the adults don't know now, do they?

Q: No, that's what I mean.
A: Education is the primary function,
Q: Right.

‘A: But I can't remember, I guess the national organization said, "Out,
you're finished. This is not acceptable.,”

Q: Yes. From the minutes it seems that, you know, we either had to do
this or this, You know shape up professionally, get in some more people
or we weren't going to do any more. Well, at some point the
correspondence ended.

A: And then we did have some money left over which we took down to the
First National Bank and Kurt Bretchner was--in the meantime we had gotten
some men interested in this. I know my husband and Chick Lanphier were
very--they got very interested in it at one point, What that point was I
don't know, It must have been in the late forties,

Q: How did they show their, what did they do?

A: They actually-—they were in business, They were both at Sangamo
Electric Co. and they happened to be in New York on some occasion. And
they went to the national headquarters and talked to this Mr., Rose who
was, I guess, the executive then. And he came out here and I remember a
meeting we had at our house. And Chick and Don were very enthusiastic.
about it. And that was the time that they were beginning to talk about
the pill., And Mr. Rose had a down to earth talk with them. And
apparently he said, "Until we get the pill, you're aren't going to get
anywhere." That's my memory. That's my recollection,

Q: Do you remember was this in the forties?
A: Came out in 1940, I well remember that.
0: The pill came out in 19407

A: Yes, in 1940 because my son was married in 1941 and I gave them pills
to go on their honeymoon.

0: Realiy?



Mary Funk and Calista Herndon 12

A: Yes, I remember it well. It was 1941.
Q: They were really in an experimental stage then, I guess.

0: I remember Mr, Rose saying this to my husband--Chick and Don got
interested in it because the pill was being developed and that it would

A: My daughter-in-law and I often prayed that they—-I wasn't quite sure
if we hadn't discussed this . ., .

0: Are you sure?

A: No, I'm very sure it was David and they were married. Oh, I beg your
pardon, He was born in 1940. I'm very sorry, He was born in 1940 and
he was married in 1961 when he was 21 years old. All right. But I knew
at that time the pill was very new and I was going to be--he was at
college and I remember well that I got some pills,

Q: So this might have even been early fifties?

A: The early fifties. But Don and Chick were interested in them. We
got several men on our board.

0: Kurt Bretchner who was in investment. .

A: Yes, he was with Dison, Bretchner, Noonan, and he was our treasurer,
And so when we closed the thing he took the monmey that we had left which
was about seven hundred dollars I think and put it in the bank. T guess
in a savings account. I don't know because I don't remember the very end
of it,

0: I remember discussing with you because many of us who had been on the
board with you were not knowledgeable what to do with the money. I
remember talking with you because Clay was there and proposed what should
we do with the money.

A: You mean this was much later?

0: It was when you closed.

A: When we closed., We decided to put it in the bank.

Q: Yes, but Kurt Bretchner called and said, "What do you want to do with
this money?"™ So you ended up by giving it to the . . .

A: Oh, that was many years.
0: That's what I'm talking about.
A: That was many years later.

Q: That was like in 1971.
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A: That was in 1971. About three months before Caryl Moy started this
and in the meantime this money had been sitting there for ten years, no.
Five or six years. And Kurt Bretchner said, "What do we do with this
money? It's just been sitting here.”" And that's when we talked about
it, And we decided the only thing to do was send it back to the natiomnal
organization. And then Caryl came along and heard about this seven
hundred dollars. She said, "Can't"--it had been given so recently, you
see to the national organization., "Can't we get it back?" So there was
some correspondence about that and they sald, "No, you cannot."
Unfortunate. It was too bad after all the years of having it there., But
it seemed the thing to do., They carried this account for so long and
there was nothing, no purpose.

Q: I know one thing in the minutes that is brought up quite frequently
is Planned Parenthood's participation in the state fair.

A: Oh, yes.

Q: Sounds like for a long time you did that.

A: We did that. Yes, Had literature.

Q: What kinds of things did you pass out, what did they have in them?
A: I don't know. I spent so many hours out there. It was very dreary
business. The days, they were long. It was literature that was sent
from the national organization with our name on 1t, stamped on it. Just

a general pamphlet,

Q: No specific iInformation about contraceptives? Or more of where to
go?

A: Where to go, and the advisablility of spacing your children and that
kind of thing.

Q: You say you didn't have much response?
A: Well, the days I remember being there there was not much response.
No, people would go along and collect them and . . .

End of Side One, Tape One

Q: One thing I wanted to ask is now Caryl Moy came along. I know that
you kept on with the new Planned Parenthood because I know when I came in
as a client you were sitting there at the desk.

0: Yes. Yes,

Q: So what was your early participation in the second Planned
Parenthood, as we will call it.
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0: Well, what was it? I just told Caryl that I was interested in it.
She called me I guess and had been given my name by somebody. I don't
know who.

A: Was it that you were the one who had the telephomne?

0: The telephone, I guess that was it. Yes, that was it. And I said,
"Well, the last group president was, oh, I can't think of her name now.

A: It would be in the minutes.

0: It's probably on the minutes, yes. Anyway she has the minutes. And
I think you should get the minutes. That's all we have, That's all we
have is the minutes. And so Caryl who knew how to organize knew who to
see in the state, in the national organization. She knew where to go,
what to do and enlisted the help of a lot of very knowledgeable people
and got it started again. And they knew how to get the federal money
which we as amateurs . . .

A: It wasn't available. We wouldn't have known how to get it anyway.
0: 8o, I sald I would be interested to be a volunteer if they needed me
and another person that was interested was Libby and Sally Thomas. And
we used to go to the board meetings, to the meetings. It was before the
board was formed really, They put Libby and Sally and me, Libby and me
on the board, didn't they? And then Libby said that she was still
interested in it but wanted to get off the board and give other people . . .
A: She didn't quite approve of the policy either.

0: What?

A: She did not quite approve of your policy.

Q: What of the unmarried clients?

A: Yes.

Q: I was going to ask you being on the board of the second Planned
Parenthood and being active in the first one how would you compare the

two?

0: Oh, my goodness. I couldn't even compare them. Oh, there was just
absolutely no comparison.

A: Based on amateurs and professionals.

0: Yes. We were groping with the first one. We were just groping. And
we'd hear about some way to do this and we'd grasp at that straw.

A: We were real amateurs outside of somebody who was the resident, the
person who organized it.

0: But we did get some help from the state,













