
Preface  

T h i s  manuscript i s  t h e  product of a t ape  recorded in t e rv i ew conducted by 
Susan Sherard f o r  t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce  on February 18, 1975. Linda 
Jett t r ansc r ibed  t h e  t ape  and ed i t ed  t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  Mary Atkins 
reviewed t h e  t r a n s c r i p t .  

Mary Funk and C a l i s t a  Herndon were e a r l y  advocates  of b i r t h  con t ro l .  
They were very a c t i v e  I n  organiz ing  a Planned Parenthood chapter  i n  
Spr ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o t s .  I n i t i a l l y ,  t h e  information was spread by word 
of mouth. The group was a b l e  t o  ob ta in  donat ions and t o  even tua l ly  
i n t e r e s t  men i n  t h e  community. Af t e r  disbanding i n  t h e  1 9 6 0 1 s ,  t h e  
Planned Parenthood chap te r  i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  was revived by Caryl Moy i n  
1971. This  memoir con ta ins  t h e  personal  memories of Mary Funk and 
Calista Herndon from t h e  e a r l y  days of Planned Parenthood. 

Readers of t h e  o r a l  h i s t o r y  memoir should bear  i n  mind t h a t  i t  is  a 
t r a n s c r i p t  of t h e  spoken word, and t h a t  t h e  in t e rv i ewer ,  n a r r a t o r  and 
e d i t o r  sought t o  preserve  t h e  informal ,  conversa t iona l  s t y l e  t h a t  is 
inhe ren t  i n  such h i s t o r i c a l  aources.  Sangamon S t a t e  Univers i ty  i s  not  
r e spons ib l e  for t h e  f a c t u a l  accuracy of t h e  memoir, no r  f o r  views 
expressed t h e r e i n ;  t h e s e  a r e  f o r  t h e  reader  t o  judge. 

The manuscript may be read,  quoted and c i t e d  f r e e l y .  It may no t  be 
reproduced i n  whole o r  i n  p a r t  by any means, e l e c t r o n i c  o r  mechanical,  
without  permission i n  w r i t i n g  from t h e  Oral His tory  Of f i ce ,  Sangamon 
S t a t e  Univers i ty ,  Sp r ing f i e ld ,  I l l i n o i s  62708. 



Mary Funk and C a l i s t a  Herndon, February 18, 1975, Spr ingf ie ld ,  I l l i n o i s .  

Susan Sherard, Interviewer. 

A: (Ca l i s t a  Herndon) Well, the  f i r s t  thing t h a t  I th ink  of is  w e  should 
ge t  Libby (Elizabeth Lanphier) t o  give you t h e  beginning of i t ,  the  r e a l  
beginning of it before i t  was even--and s h e ' l l  have t o  do tha t .  You can 
put t h a t  on a tape.  

0: (Mary Funk) Well, I w a s  with her  a g rea t  deal  during t h a t  t i m e .  

A: I know but you weren't the re  when she--when t h i s  woman . . . 
0: Mrs. Zimmerman. 

A: . . . when Mrs. Zimmerman came t o  her. That 's  what I th ink Libby can 
do. I talked with Libby about the  e a r l y  days with Mrs. Zimmerman. She 
was on the  family welfare. And M r s .  Zimmerman reported a g rea t  need of 
going i n t o  the  houses and families.  

Q: A l l  r i g h t ,  t h i s  was 1938, r i g h t ?  

A: This  was i n  1938. And a l s o  we  were to ld  by minis ters  t h a t  they had 
contact  and t h a t  the re ' s  no knowledge t h a t  t h f s  was ava i l ab le ,  t h a t  there  
were a l o t  of th ings  avai lable .  Lack of education. And they had seen it 
f i r s thand  how necessary i t  was. 

Q: Now a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  then the re  weren't any doctors i n  the  town? 

A: That was t h e  o ther  problem. There were but they were apprehensive 
about using them f o r  t h i s  type of pa t i en t  because of being p a r t  of a 
char i ty  t h a t  we  were thinking about because of t h e  r e l i g i o u s  controversy. 
And i t  a l l  got  i n t o  p o l i t i c s  r ea l ly .  I mean t h e i r  apprehension was about 
t h e  p o l i t i c a l  repercussions that might follow. Also the  re l ig ion ,  I mean 
St .  John's Hospital was the  hosp i t a l  and they were t o l d  tha t  they could 
not p r a c t i c e  the re  i f  they gave ass i s t ance  t o  us or t o  the  people t h a t  
Mrs. Zimeman reported needed. 

Q: Now what kind of p o l i t i c a l  things? 

A: Well, t h e  publ ic  a i d .  We hoped t o  get  people from the  pub l i c  a id .  
And t h a t  went i n t o  p o l i t i c s ,  you see. And the  head of t h e  nursing, 
v i s i t i n g  nurses, was a Catholic. And she opposed the  c l i n i c .  

9: Okay. Who was Mrs. Zimmerman then? 
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A: She was somebody t h a t  was with family welfare,  I think.  I don ' t  
know. That 's  where Libby can t e l l  you. I th ink she was with the  family 
welfare. It w a s  a t  one t i m e  separate.  The family welfare and the  
ch i ld ren ' s  se rv ice  people a r e  two d i f f e r e n t  organizat ions.  

Q: Okay. This was i n  1938. Do you have any kind of memory o r  do you 
remember hearing of what kind of advertisement i n  t h e  newspaper was being 
given t o  Margaret Sanger o r  anything of t h a t  kind? 

A: Well, the re  was publicat ions.  We were very conscious. The community 
was very conscious, p a r t s  of the  community. A very small par t .  

0: Yes, a very small p a r t ,  t h a t  i s  r igh t .  Because the re  was not  much i n  
our loca l  but  from ou t s ide  reading. 

Q: Right, Right. Do you remember what the  image was t h a t  the  media was 
presenting of her?  Do you have any memory? Like how do you th ink  of 
Margaret Sanger, how do you remember her? 

A: As a crusader. 

0: As a r i g h t s  crusader. 

A: And something t h a t  was new, t h a t  picked our i n t e r e s t  very much. 

Q: Right. Do you remember how you f i r s t  found out about her?  

A: About Margaret Sanger? 

Q: Y e s  and her  cause. 

A: No, Z don' t  know. J u s t  seeped i n  through publ ica t ions  and th ings  we  
read i n  t h e  newspaper but not i n  t h e  local newspaper. More i n  magazines 
and t h a t ,  a r t i c l e s .  

Q: Olcay. Now you say t h a t  t h e r e  was j u s t  a small group of people who 
were l i v i n g  i n  Spr ingf ie ld  who knew about her  and about t h e  b i r t h  cont ro l  
movement. How would you descr ibe  those people? I mean were they your 
f r iends?  You know, i f  you were t r y i n g  t o  give them some kind of 
desc r ip t ion  how would you describe them? What people i n  Spr ingf ie ld  . . . 
A: Yes, I would say they were our contemporaries. And a very small 
group of them. .And probably most of them had talked t o  Libby. Libby had 
talked t o  them about it. 

0: Well, i t  was more of t h e  people who had read and were more educated 
and knew more about what was going on i n  the  world and not happening 
here. It was a small, our group was small and I presume the  whole group 
I n  town was small,  very small. 

Q: Was thls mainly women o r  was i t  men and women? 

A: It e t a r t e d  our t o  be mainly women. 
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0: E n t i r e l y  women, almost e n t i r e l y  women. 

Q: How did  t h e  husbands respond t o  t h i s ?  

A: Oh, they d i d n ' t  c a r e  much one way o r  another .  

0: Well, they w e r e  very  amused because we were very busy t a l k i n g  and 
organiz ing  and l i f e  was very  complicated and our  husbands . . . 
A: And we were cont inuing  t o  have babies  and grandbabies.  

0: They a l l  thought i t  was g r e a t  f o r  u s  t o  be i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h i s  but  
they ac ted  kind of s i l l y ,  a t a d  amused by our enthusiasm. We r e a l l y  
spent  a g r e a t  dea l  of t i m e  i n  t h e  o rgan iza t ion  and our  f r u s t r a t i o n  . . . 
Q: Yes. That ' s  something you do have t o  t a l k  about q u i t e  a b i t  when 
you ' re  t h a t  f r u s t r a t e d .  

A: And t h e r e  w a s  so  few of us. Ann Conry who was not  a b l e  t o  do--she 
had a h e a r t  cond i t i on  and she  spent  a g r e a t  d e a l  of t ime i n  bed. And she  
w a s  h igh ly  motivated and f r u s t r a t e d  by i n a c t i v i t y ,  and she  was a very  
p o s i t i v e  woman and usua l ly  got  what she wanted. She worked very hard and 
s trenuous.  She gave a g r e a t  dea l  of h e r s e l f .  She gave most of h e r s e l f  
because she  had time. 

Q: Well, can you th ink  of what e l s e  was going on i n  Sp r ing f i e ld  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ,  o t h e r  events  or what t h e  mood of t h e  town was i n  1938 t o  say  1940 
r i g h t  when t h i s  was s t a r t i n g ?  

A: Oh, dear .  I can ' t .  It w a s  more o r  l e s s  of a recess ion .  The 
bus inesses  were i n  a r eces s ion  at t h a t  time because I remember w e  s t a r t e d  
t o  b u i l d  our  house and we got  t h e  foundat ion s t a r t e d .  And then  t h i s  
r eces s ion  came along and Don s a i d  t o  t h e  c o n t r a c t o r ,  "YOU can go ahead 
and b u i l d  t h e  house but  I c a n ' t  pay you." And he  was very  n ice .  H e  
s a i d ,  "I'll j u s t  s t o p  u n t i l  t h ings  g e t  be t t e r . "  That was i n  1938. It 
was a t  t h e  peak of t h e  Depression because i t  w a s  a recession, i t  was 
t ape r ing  o f f .  And i t  came back aga in  i n  1938. And then  the war brought 
u s  back and w e  came out  of our  recess ion .  W e  were a l l  on boards of 
d i f f e r e n t  organiza t ions .  

Q: What kinds of organiza t ions?  

A: I was very  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  Red Cross a t  t h a t  t i m e .  

0: And t h e  Child and Family Services .  

A: And t h e  Child and Family Serv ices  and Family Welfare. I ' v e  fo rgo t t en  
what I t  was c a l l e d  a t  t h a t  time. It was Family Welfare because I was on 
t h e  board of t h e  Family Welfare when we combined with t h e  Child and 
Family which now i s  t h e  s t a t e .  

Q: It w a s  s epa ra t e .  

A: It w a s  s e p a r a t e  from us. 
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0 :  There was a black Negro organizat ion too. I ' ve  forgot ten  what the  
name of t h a t  was. 

Q: Was t h a t  a  county thing? 

A: No, i t  was a c i t y  thing. 

Q: Well, what o ther  kinds o f ,  l ike .  the  o ther  people who were involved 
ea r ly ,  what o ther  kinds of groups were they involved with? This i s  j u s t  
t o  ge t  a  p i c t u r e  of t h e  kind of people who s t a r t e d  Planned Parenthood. 

A: Yes, t h a t  was r a t h e r  in te res t ing .  Those were the  agencies that--the 
Service League of Spr ingf ie ld  s t a r t ed  a t  that time from 1938 a lso .  It 
turned i n t o  t h e  Junior League. But it s t a r t e d  i n  1938. So the re  was 
more volunteer  work being s t a r t e d ;  i t  was concentrated, d i rec ted  through 
the  service league. 

Q: So t h a t  s t a r t e d  a l s o  i n  19381 

A: Yes. 

Q: We were about t o  go t o  them again f o r  some volunteers.  And Querta 
Bond who's on t h e  board has been very ac t ive  i n  the  league. 1t's funny 
how when you s o r t  of go back t o  our or ig ins .  Okay. Why don't  we then 
ge t  t o ,  got  some sense of the  people and what they were involved i n  i n  
Springfield a l i t t l e  b i t .  Why don't  we  t a l k  about the  beginning. Now 
you sa id  t h a t  Libby r e a l l y  is  the  person who knows but from our t a l k  
e a r l i e r  w e  a t  l e a s t  have a sense o f ,  you know, i n  1938 a group was 
formed . 
A: Our f i r s t  meeting t h a t  I remember being t o  w a s  I n  the  spring. We 
organized i n  t h e  f a l l .  

Q: How many people would you say were involved i n  t h i s ?  

A: I think you have t h e  o r i g i n a l  list, don't  you? 

Q: Yes. There's about twelve. 

A: I would say so. W e  had an older woman who knew more about 
organizat ion who was our f i r s t  president .  

Q: And she took i t  from there.  So did you s t a r t ;  t a l k  about i t  l i k e  w e  
did before, what i t  was l i k e  t ry ing t o  get  t h a t  c l i n i c  s e t  up, you know, 
what you had t o  go through t o  do tha t .  

A: Well, i t  was i n  very bad repa i r s  t o  begin with, the  ac tua l  place. 
Over t h e  drugstore,  i t  hadn't  been used f o r  some t i m e .  And two rooms a s  
I remember. There ve re  two and a hal f .  There was a consulting room. 

0: Oh, no, the  consult ing room was jus t  curtained o f f .  

A: A l l  r igh t .  
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0: There were j u s t  c u r t a i n s .  It was one room and t h e  consul t ing  room 
was l i k e  vo t ing  booths s t r e t c h e d  with c u r t a i n s ,  and you could hea r  
everything.  Everything. Then t h e  backroom was t h e  examining room and 
then ac ros s  t h e  h a l l ,  down a l i t t l e  way was t h e  bathroom which was used 
f o r  t h e  whole f l o o r .  It wasn't  ours.  No, it was used f o r  t h e  people i n  
t h e  o t h e r  o f f i c e s .  There w a s  only one o t h e r  o f f i c e  i n  t h a t  bu i ld ing ,  
wasn't  t he re?  

0: Y e s .  I t h ink  so. 

A: Oh, t h a t  f l o o r .  Our main concern was who w a s  going t o  s e r v i c e  it. 
The bu i ld ing  w a s  a problem. I mean t h a t  was done. I mean w e  cleaned i t  
up. But our  main concern was t h a t  no doc tor  would g ive  us  s e rv i ce .  

Q: Now exp la in  t h i s  again. Doesn't t h a t  go back i n t o  p o l i t i c s  t h a t  w e  
were t a l k i n g  about? 

A: Well, i t  goes back t o  r e l i g i o n ,  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  angle  a f f e c t e d  t h a t .  
The doc to r s  could not  s e r v i c e  u s  and s t i l l  . . . 
0: Several  of them volunteered t o  do i t  and signed up t o  do i t ,  and then 
they were t o l d  t h a t  they could not  u se  S t .  ~ o h n ' s  Hospi ta l  and 
Spr ing f i e ld  Hospi ta l ;  Memorial Hospi ta l  was then  Spr ing f i e ld  Hospi ta l .  
It w a s  a small ope ra t ion  i n  an old p r i v a t e  home. 

A: You had t o  depend on. We had our  babies  up u n t i l ,  w e l l ,  and t o  S t .  
~ o h n ' s  because i t  made you f e e l  l i k e  Sp r ing f i e ld  Hospi ta l  was adequate.  
Rais ing t h e  money t o  have someone come from Chicago, t h a t  was a very b ig  
i t e m .  

Q: Why don ' t  you t a l k  about t h a t ?  Bear t h e  s t o r y  over again.  

A: How o f t e n  d id  we hold t h e  c l i n i c ?  I t h i n k  i t  was only every two 
weeks. 

Q: Explain how a person would know t o  come and what they would do when 
they came t o  t h e  c l i n i c s .  

A: Well, w e  interviewed them f i r s t .  

Q: Would they walk i n  o f f  t h e  s t r e e t s  and make an appointment? 

A: They d i d n ' t  make an appointment because w e  d i d n ' t  have the  te lephone 
a t  t h a t  t ime, we weren't  l i s t e d .  We weren't  l i s t e d .  We d i d n ' t  have a 
te lephone a t  a l l  I don ' t  be l i eve  u n t i l  l a t e r .  We'd go out  i n t o  t h e  e a s t  
end of town and Mrs. Zirnmerman would send word. She knew a l o t  of 
people.  It spread by word of mouth. And t h e  m i n i s t e r s  i n  t h a t  a rea .  
Then a f t e r  we were organized we would send n o t i c e s  t o  mothers who had had 
b i r t h  no t i ce s .  

Q: Oh, you s e n t  them l e t t e r s .  

A: N e w  mothers. 
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Q: Did t h i s  work? 

A: I t h i n k  it w a s  our  most e f f e c t i v e  contac t .  Also we t r i e d  t o  go 
around t o  t h e  va r ious  agencies  but  go t  very  few p a t i e n t s  from them. And 
T don' t know why. Also w e  ta lked  a t  t h e  pub l i c  a id .  

0: And PTA. 

A: Well, we d id  t h a t  and t h e  PTA meetings. I remember going t o  q u i t e  a 
few PTA meetings. So we d id  i n  our r e a l l y  amateur way spread out  what we 
could. Response was r a t h e r  remarkable. 

Q: What kind of women came? Describe some of t h e  women who might show 
up on t h a t  af ternoon.  They a l r eady  have a l o t  of c h i l d r e n  o r  d id  you 
have any who d i d n ' t  want them? 

A: Yes, most of them did .  Most of them were i n  t h e i r  t h i r t i e s  I would 
say.  

0: Late  twenties .  

A: And e a r l y  t h i r t i e s ,  and we f e l t  we  were g e t t i n g  t h e  people t h a t  we 
were organized t o  help.  We had g r a t i f i c a t i o n ,  and we f e l t  we were 
reaching t h e  r i g h t  people.  

Q: So these  were low income people? 

A: Yes, low income people.  

Q: Did they eve r  pay anything? How was t h a t  worked out?  

A: Yes. They paid according t o  t h e i r  income. We had a s ca l e .  

0: We never turned them away i f  they couldn ' t .  

A: And then  f o r  s u p p l i e s  they  d id  pay f i f t y  c e n t s  a tube. 

Q: Tha t ' s  what we pay now. 

A: Is i t  r e a l l y ?  

Q: Well, I guess they went up t o  a d o l l a r .  

A: And then  they had t o  pay f o r  t h e  doctor .  But t h e  t roub le  was g e t t i n g  
them back f o r  an examination. W e  used t o  go out  and p i ck  them up and 
b r ing  them i n  because we'd set a d a t e  f o r  them t o  come back and they 
wouldn't show up. So we'd go and p ick  them up and b r ing  them down i f  
they would come. But a l o t  of them wouldn't came. Once they'd done i t  
they thought t h a t  was i t .  

0: Also a problem was a t  f i r s t  t h e i r  enthusiasm but  then  they l o s t  
i n t e r e s t .  Their  span was l imi ted .  

Q: You g e t  them i n  t h e r e  and then  you wonder f o r  how long they would l a s t ?  
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A: That was one of our  apprehensions. 

Q: Okay. Now when a woman came t o  t h e  c l i n i c ,  she  got  interviewed,  what 
was t h a t ,  medical h i s t o r y ,  what was taken? 

A: That and background. 

0: Number of ch i ld ren ,  income, husband's job. She had t o  have a 
husband. 

Q: She had t o  have a husband? 

A: Oh, abso lu t e ly .  Absolutely.  Of course we couldn ' t  check up on 
whether she  had o r  no t .  

0: It was f o r  t h e  record.  

A: For t h e  record ,  she  had one. And h e r  medical--not much medical 
h i s t o r y ,  no. It was more of a  s o c i a l  background and economic background. 

Q: Who did t h e  in te rv iewing?  

A: We a l l  d i d ,  t h e  vo lun tee r s .  

Q : So you swapped of f  ? 

A: Yes. 

Q: Now who e l s e ,  was i t  j u s t  you and t h e  doc to r s  a t  t he  c l i n i c s ,  I mean 
i n  terms of personnel?  

A: We had a nurse.  

Q: Was she  a  vo lun tee r?  

A: Well, w e  had one f o r  a while but  then  i t  was a l l  vo lunteers .  

0: Y e s ,  t h a t  aga in  I am hazy about. But now I know very  d e f i n i t e l y  
because 0. Pa t ton  when she  came t h e r e  she  washed m i l l i o n s  and m i l l i o n s  of 
gloves.  When we f i r s t  s t a r t e d  we d id  have, we had a nurse  I know. And 
whether she  was vo lun tee r  o r  no t  I ' m  no t  prepared t o  say. 

A: Well, she  d i d n ' t  s t a y  very  long because, I don ' t  know what happened, 
whether we ran  out  of money o r  . . . 
0: We d id  run out of money because we d i d  have money. 

A: W e l l ,  t hen  she  j u s t  stopped--I know when I was the re ,  they were a l l  
vo lun tee r s  except t h e  doc tor  whom we paid a  nominal, very  nominal sum t o ,  
bu t  t h e r e  w a s  somebody a t  t h e  desk. And then  t h e r e  was somebody t o  
in te rv iew,  one person, and one person i n  the back room t o  he lp  t h e  
doc tors .  And then  a f t e r  t h e  c l i n i c  was over we would a l l  p i t c h  i n  and 
wash t h e  gloves and c l e a n  out  the cab ine t s .  

0: I don ' t  be l i eve  we had any j a n i t o r  s e r v i c e  of any kind. 
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Q: So when a person was t h e r e  then, these  people were the re  t o  serve  her  
a f t e r  her  interview when she did see a doctor? 

* 
A: Yes. No counseling. 

Q: There wasn't much choice. So the  doctor would g ive  he r  an 
examination. Was t h i s  a p a r t  of the  service ,  both a physical  exam and 
ge t t ing  the  contraceptive? 

A: Yea. 

Q: She got  a complete physical.  

A: They found tumors and what do you c a l l  them? Prolapsed--whatever i s  
prolapsed. I don' t  know. We survived from 1938 u n t i l  1940 on 
donations. 

Q: How did you g e t  i t ?  Did you just go out and s o l i c i t ?  

A: W e  were-I don' t  know how we got enough money because we were a very 
emall organizat ion and many people were not f o r  us. 

0: W e  got the  money from very few people. Very few. And w e  didn' t need 
very much. 

A: Well, t h a t  doctor  from Chicago. 

Q: Do you remember how much she cos t?  

A: No. She came, I remember so well ,  she came i n  a t  noon. But you see 
t h e  t r a i n  d idn ' t  c o s t  very much. It was t e n  d o l l a r s  round t r i p .  W e  were 
very shaky f inanc ia l .  Unt i l  i n  1940 w e  had Jeannet te  McDonald. 

Q: Why don't  you explain t h a t ?  We've a l l  heard the  s tory .  They 
haven' t . 
A: You t e l l  the  s tory .  

0: We had a f r i end  who was a f r i end  of the  banker of Jeannet te  McDonald 
and t h a t  waa when was she a t  the  heighth of her populari ty.  She 
wi l l ingly  signed a con t rac t  t o  come t o  appear a t  our maternal hea l th  
center .  The word was--we s t a r t e d  promoting it. Talking about St. The 
Catholics  were very upset  and wrote he r  threatening letters and they 
would do everythfng t o  hinder her  from coming. So w e  t r i e d  t o  break t h e  
cont rac t .  And we had a member, Louis Gil lespe,  wrote her .  H e  i s  the  
lawyer. And so she  put t he  d a t e  f o r  Wednesday, Ash Wednesday, hoping 
t h a t  would discourage us and w e  would break t h e  cont rac t .  But we went on 
i n  the old Orpheum Theater which was q u i t e  large.  And it was packed. 
But she was so apprehensive about coming t h a t  her  husband came with her. 
And she made i t  sound a s  i f  i t  were a maternity thing.  She sang a 
lu l laby.  And so without having t o  do with cont racept ives  i n  any way. I 
was pres ident  a t  t h e  time and I was pregnant. It was one of the most 
e x h i l i r a t i n g ,  f r u s t r a t i n g .  And when she a r r ived ,  she was he re  and the  
Orpheum was f i l l e d .  We were e la ted .  It was a great--I remember having 
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my dinner  pa r ty  f i r s t .  It was j u s t  too  much. We were so  exc i ted .  Here 
she w a s .  And we had so ld  many t i c k e t s .  And so  we were f i n a n c i a l l y  
s ecu re  up u n t i l  t h e  t i m e  i t  was closed.  

Q: That was t h e  one th ing  t h a t  d id  i t .  

A: Yes. She gave a very  f i n e  performance and we gave h e r  powers, 

Q: Did she  f l y  from t h e  c i t y  a f t e r  , . . 
A: By t h a t  t ime, oh, no. She spent  t h e  n ight .  There wasn't  anyways f o r  
h e r  t o  f l y  out .  She d id  not  want t o  be met. We s a w  h e r  only a t  t h e  a i r  
f i e l d .  

Q: And t h a t ' s  J e a n n e t t e  McDonald who r a i sed  some money f o r  you. 

A: A g r e a t  dea l .  

Q: So t h i s  c l i n i c  a s  i t  went on, i t  seemed from the  minutes,  u n t i l  
sometime i n  t h e  f i f t i e s ,  I mean t h e  f o r t i e s ,  1942,  we s t i l l  have t o  
c l a r i f y  t h a t ,  i t ' s  p r e t t y  hazy. 

A: I don ' t  remember. Af t e r  t h e  war we had a  g r e a t  surge  of p a t i e n t s .  
The husbands were a l l  coming home. And then  i n  about f i v e  years  i t  began 
t o  drop o f f  m a t e r i a l l y .  Ins tead  of growing it  w a s  shr inking .  And we 
found t h a t  a  l o t  of t h e  Cathol ic  doc to r s  were sending us  p a t i e n t s  because 
they  knew they needed t h e  information but  couldn ' t  g ive  i t  t o  them 
themselves. And they  were g e t t i n g  i t  f o r  a  very  small  amount of money 
from us because our  s c a l e  of charges was very ,  very  low. The n a t i o n a l  
o rgan iza t ion  came ou t  and made a  survey and scolded us  and s a i d  we would 
have t o  do b e t t e r .  So we t r i e d  but  without success .  

Q: You mean b e t t e r  i n  terms of g e t t i n g  more people i n ?  

A: More people and more profess iona ls .  This  was a l l  vo lun tee r s  f o r  t h a t  
time because I t h i n k  then  by t h a t  t ime Ann, you know, wel l ,  s h e ' s  a  
p e d i a t r i c i a n .  Ann Pearson. Ann Pearson i s  very  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it 
and she  volunteered h e r  s e r v i c e s  a s  t h e  doctor .  So they t o l d  us  t h a t  we 
must organize i n t o  a more p ro fe s s iona l  group, g e t  an execut ive  d i r e c t o r  
and do a  b e t t e r  job. We ta lked  about i t ,  about how we could r a i s e  t h e  
money t o  pay an execut ive.  And we decided t h a t  we could not  do i t ,  t h a t  
i t  was j u s t  more than we could do a t  t h a t  time. 

0: I was on t h e  board then  but  I t h i n k  t h e  f e e l i n g  was t h a t  i t  was f e l t  
i t  was not  worthwhile t o  do t h i s .  

A: To do t h i s .  And by t h a t  t i m e  we thought t h e r e  were enough doctors ,  
young doc to r s  i n  town who could g ive  t h e  information and handle i t  
themselves,  t h a t  i t  was up t o  them, i f  they saw a p a t i e n t  t h a t  they f e l t  
needed con t r acep t ive  information,  i t  was up t o  them t o  g ive  i t  t o  them. 
And I b e l i e v e  t h a t  was t h e  f e e l i n g  of t h e  people i n  t h e  community too. 
And t h a t ' s  why w e  had a hard t i m e  t o  r a i s e .  Why c a n ' t  t h e s e  doc tors  do 
i t ?  And t h e r e  were q u i t e  a l o t  of doc tors  and new doc to r s  i n  town then. 
And up t o  t h a t  t ime t h e r e  had r e a l l y  been very  few doc to r s  it seems t o  me 
i n  Sp r ing f i e ld .  
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0: They were t h e  a l d e r  doctors .  

A: They were t h e  o l d e r  doc tors  and they hadn' t  had t h e  t r a i n i n g .  They 
d i d n ' t  have t h e  same a t t i t u d e .  During t h e  war t h e  young doctors  resolved 
it. 

Q: So t h i s  was t h e  m i d f i f t i e s ?  

A: This  w a s  m i d f i f t i e s .  And so w e  decided t h a t  w e  would t u r n  it i n t o  a 
r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e  t h a t  t h e  doc tors  could t ake  c a r e  of i t  then  i f  t h e  
p a t i e n t s ,  i f  people knew who t o  go to .  So we had a  l ist  o f ,  I t h i n k  
t h e r e  was t e n  o r  twelve doc to r s  who s a i d  i f  anyone wanted t o  come, we 
could g ive  them t h e i r  name. And they could come and they would charge 
them on a s l i d i n g  s c a l e  i f  they s a w  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  f o r  it. So we 
continued sending out  t hese ,  i t  was a referral s e r v i c e ,  we continued 
sending out  t h e s e  l e t t e r s  t o  new mothers. And we d id  install--we had our  
te lephone number switched t o  my r e s i d e n t  te lephone number. And i n  t h i s  
l e t t e r  we s e n t  we s a i d ,   ere's a l ist  of doctors .  Congratulat ions on 
your new baby. In  case  you want t o  space your family,  he re  is a l i s t  of 
doc tors  whom t h e  Planned Parenthood of Sp r ing f i e ld  and t h e  National  
Planned Parenthood a r e  g iv ing  you. You can go t o  them f o r  information. 
And i f  you want f u r t h e r  information p l ease  c a l l  such and such a  number." 
Which w a s  my telephone number. And I d id  g e t  some c a l l s .  I go t  a  l o t  of 
sco ld ing  c a l l s .  

Q: About t h e  l e t t e r ?  

A: Y e s .  Yes. What were w e  doing? These were I suppose ha l f  of t h e  
ob jec to r s .  What were we doing? And we had no business  t e l l i n g  people 
whether they  could have c h i l d r e n  o r  no t  o r  when t o  have them and so f o r t h  
and so  f o r t h .  

I Q: How d id  you respond when they d id  t h a t ?  

A: Well, I s a i d ,  "We're not  t e l l i n g  them when they  can have them o r  no t  
t o  have them but  we're  j u s t  g iv ing  them the  information i f  they  want t o  
space t he i r  ch i ldren .  O r  i f  they 've f i n a l l y  decided t h a t  they have had 
as many c h i l d r e n  a s  they want, h e r e ' s  where they can go t o  f i n d  
con t r acep t ive  information." Then I c a n ' t  remember when i t  stopped, when 
we decided t o  j u s t  c l o s e  up shop e n t i r e l y .  I s n ' t  t h a t  i n  t h e  minutes? 

Q: Yes. 

A: I thought  i t  w a s .  

Q: It seems l i k e  t h e  mintues end i n  1964. That during t h a t  year  t h e r e ' s  
a  l o t  of correspondence between t h e  n a t i o n a l  o f f i c e  and Spr ing f i e ld  
about ,  "Are you a Planned Parenthood o r  a r e  you not?'' And then a l l  of a 
sudden t h e  minutes end and I th ink  t h a t ' s  w a s  a l l .  

A: I c a n ' t  r e c a l l  i t  even t h a t  long. Mary would be t h e  person t o  know, 
she  w a s  t h e  one t h a t  had t h e  telephone. But . . . 
0: I d i d n ' t  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i t  had gone on t h a t  long e i t h e r .  I don ' t  b e l i e v e  I 
had t h e  te lephone t h a t  long. That was only t e n  years  ago. 
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A: That 's  hard t o  th ink t h a t  you did but you must have had. 

0: I suppose so but by t h a t  t i m e  everybody had read i n  t h e  papers and 
t h e r e  was so much pub l i c i ty  about contraceptions t h a t  everybody seemed t o  
h o w  about it. There was no, the re  d idn ' t  seem t o  be any reason t o  go 
on. 

Q: That was another  thing I wanted t o  ask i s  do you f e e l  t h a t  women, say 
i n  t h e i r  t h i r t i e s ,  a t  t h a t  point  did know about contraception? 

A: Well, I thought we found t h a t  but I don ' t  see how people i n  t h e  e a s t  
end of town, t h e  a d u l t s  don ' t  know now, do they? 

Q: No, t h a t ' s  what I mean. 

A: Education is  t h e  primary function. 

Q: Right. 

A: But I c a n ' t  remember, I guess the  na t ional  organizat ion s a i d ,  "Out, 
you're f in ished.  This i s  not acceptable." 

Q: Y e s .  From the  minutes it  seems t h a t ,  you know, we e i t h e r  had t o  do 
t h i s  o r  t h i s .  You know shape up profess ional ly ,  ge t  i n  some more people 
o r  w e  weren't going t o  do any more. Well, a t  some point  the  
correspondence ended. 

A: And then we d i d  have some money l e f t  over which we took down t o  the  
F i r s t  National Bank and Kurt Bretchner was-in the  meantime we had got ten  
some men i n t e r e s t e d  i n  chis .  I know my husband and Chick Lanphier were 
very--they got very i n t e r e s t e d  In  i t  a t  one point.  What t h a t  point  was I 
don't  know. It must have been i n  the  l a t e  f o r t i e s .  

Q: How did  they show t h e i r ,  what did they do? 

A: They actually--they were i n  business. They were both a t  Sangamo 
E l e c t r i c  Co. and they happened t o  be i n  New York on some occasion. And 
they went t o  the  na t iona l  headquarters and talked t o  t h i s  M r .  Rose who 
was, I guess, t h e  executive then. And he came out here  and I remember a 
meeting w e  had a t  our house. And Chick and Don w e r e  very en thus ias t i c  
about it. And tha t  was t h e  t i m e  t h a t  they were beginning t o  t a l k  about 
t h e  p i l l .  And M r .  Rose had a down t o  e a r t h  t a l k  with them. And 
apparently he s a i d ,  "Until  we  ge t  the  p i l l ,  you're a r e n ' t  going t o  g e t  
anywhere." That 's  my memory. That 's  my reco l l ec t ion .  

Q: Do you remember w a s  t h i s  i n  the  f o r t i e s ?  

A: Came out i n  1940, I w e l l  remember tha t .  

0 :  The p i l l  came out  i n  1940? 

A: Yes, i n  1940 because my son was married i n  1941 and I gave them p i l l s  
t o  go on t h e i r  honeymoon. 

0 :  Really? 
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A: Yes, I remember i t  w e l l .  It w a s  1941. 

Q: They were really i n  an  experimental s t a g e  then,  I guess. 

0:  I remember M r .  Rose saying t h i s  t o  my husband--Chick and Don got  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it because t h e  p i l l  w a s  being developed and t h a t  it would . . . 
A: My daughter-in-law and I o f t e n  prayed t h a t  they--I wasn ' t  q u i t e  s u r e  
i f  we hadn ' t  d i scussed  t h i s  . . . 
0: Are you sure?  

A: No, 1 ' m  very  s u r e  i t  was David and they were married. Oh, I beg your 
pardon. He w a s  born i n  1940. I ' m  very  sor ry .  He w a s  born i n  1940 and 
he was married i n  1961 when he was 21 yea r s  o ld .  A l l  r i g h t .  But I knew 
a t  t h a t  t i m e  t h e  p i l l  was very  new and I was going t o  be--he w a s  a t  
c o l l e g e  and I remember w e l l  t h a t  I g o t  some p i l l s .  

Q: So t h i s  might have even been e a r l y  fifties? 

A: The e a r l y  f i f t i e s .  But Don and Chick were i n t e r e s t e d  i n  them. We 
got s e v e r a l  men on our  board. 

0: Kurt Bretchner who w a s  i n  investment. a 

A: Y e s ,  he  was with Dison, Bretchner,  Noonan, and he w a s  our t r e a s u r e r .  
And so  when we c losed  t h e  th ing  he took t h e  money t h a t  we had l e f t  which 
was about seven hundred d o l l a r s  I t h i n k  and put  i t  i n  t h e  bank. I guess 
i n  a sav ings  account.  I don ' t  know because I don ' t  remember t h e  very  end 
of it. 

0:  I remember d i scuss ing  wi th  you because many of u s  who had been on t h e  
board with you were not  knowledgeable what t o  do with t h e  money. I 
remember talking wi th  you because Clay was t h e r e  and proposed what should 
w e  do with t h e  money. 

A: You mean t h i s  w a s  much l a t e r ?  

0: It w a s  when you closed.  

A: When we closed.  We decided t o  put  i t  i n  t h e  bank. 

Q: Yes, bu t  Kurt Bretchner c a l l e d  and s a i d ,  "What do you want t o  do with 
t h i s  money?n So you ended up by g iv ing  it t o  t h e  . . . 
A: Oh, that was many years .  

0:  hat's what I ' m  t a l k i n g  about. 

A: That was many yea r s  l a t e r .  

Q: That was l i k e  i n  1971. 



Mary Funk and C a l i s t a  Herndon 13 

A: That w a s  i n  1971. About t h r e e  months be fo re  Caryl Moy s t a r t e d  t h i s  
and i n  t h e  meantime t h i s  money had been s i t t i n g  t h e r e  f o r  t e n  yea r s ,  no. 
Five o r  s i x  years .  And Kurt Bretchner s a i d ,  "What do we do with t h i s  
money? It 's j u s t  been s i t t i n g  here." And t h a t ' s  when we t a lked  about 
it. And we decided t h e  only th ing  t o  do was send i t  back t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  
organiza t ion .  And then  Caryl came along and heard about t h i s  seven 
hundred d o l l a r s .  She s a i d ,  "can't1'--it had been given so r ecen t ly ,  you 
s e e  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion .  "can't  we g e t  i t  back?" So t h e r e  was 
some correspondence about t h a t  and they s a i d ,  "No, you cannot. 11 

Unfortunate.  It was too bad a f t e r  a l l  t h e  years  of having i t  the re .  But 
it seemed t h e  th ing  t o  do. They c a r r i e d  t h i s  account f o r  so  long and 
t h e r e  was nothing,  no purpose. 

Q: I know one th ing  i n  t h e  minutes t h a t  is  brought up q u i t e  f r equen t ly  
i s  Planned Parenthood's p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  state fa i r .  

A: Oh, yes. 

Q: Sounds l i k e  f o r  a long time you did t h a t .  

A: We d i d  t h a t .  Yes. Had l i t e r a t u r e .  

Q: What kinds of t h ings  did you pass ou t ,  what did they have i n  them? 

A: I don ' t  know. I spen t  so many hours out  there .  It w a s  very  d rea ry  
business .  The days, they  were long. It was l i t e r a t u r e  t h a t  was s e n t  
from t h e  n a t i o n a l  o rgan iza t ion  with our name on i t ,  stamped on it. J u s t  
a genera l  pamphlet. 

Q: No s p e c i f i c  information about cont racept ives?  O r  more of where t o  
go? 

A: Where t o  go, and the  a d v i s a b l i l i t y  of spacing your c h i l d r e n  and t h a t  
kind of t h ing ,  

Q: You say you d i d n ' t  have much response? 

A: Well, t h e  days I remember being t h e r e  t h e r e  was not  much response. 
No, people would go along and c o l l e c t  them and . . . 
End of S ide  One, Tape One 

Q: One th ing  I wanted t o  ask i s  now Caryl Moy came along. I know t h a t  
you kept on with t h e  new Planned Parenthood because I know when I came i n  
a s  a c l i e n t  you were s i t t i n g  t h e r e  a t  t h e  desk. 

0: Yes. Yes. 

Q: So what was your e a r l y  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  second Planned 
Parenthood, as we w i l l  c a l l  i t .  
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0: Well, what was i t ?  I j u s t  t o l d  Caryl t h a t  I was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  it .  
She c a l l e d  me I guess and had been given my name by somebody. I don ' t  
know who. 

A: Was it t h a t  you were t h e  one who had t h e  telephone? 

0: The telephone,  I guess t h a t  w a s  it. Yes, t h a t  was it. And I s a i d ,  
"Well, t h e  last group p re s iden t  was, oh, I c a n ' t  t h i n k  of he r  name now. 

A: It would be i n  t h e  minutes. 

0: It's probably on t h e  minutes,  yes. Anyway she  has  t h e  minutes. And 
I th lnk  you should g e t  t h e  minutes.  hat's a l l  we have. That ' s  all we 
have i s  t h e  minutes. And so Caryl who knew how t o  organize knew who t o  
s e e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  organiza t ion .  She knew where t o  go, 
what t o  do and e n l i s t e d  t h e  he lp  of a l o t  of very  knowledgeable people 
and go t  i t  s t a r t e d  again.  And they knew how t o  g e t  t h e  f e d e r a l  money 
which we as amateurs . . . 
A: It wasn't a v a i l a b l e .  W e  wouldn't have known how t o  get  i t  anyway. 

0: So, I s a i d  I would be i n t e r e s t e d  t o  be a vo lun tee r  i f  they  needed m e  
and another  person that  was i n t e r e s t e d  was Libby and S a l l y  Thomas. And 
we used t o  go t o  t h e  board meetings, t o  t h e  meetings. It was before  t h e  
board w a s  formed r e a l l y .  They put Libby and S a l l y  and me, Libby and me 
on t h e  board, d i d n ' t  they? And then  Libby s a i d  t h a t  she was s t i l l  
i n t e r e s t e d  i n  i t  but  wanted t o  g e t  of f  t h e  board and g ive  o the r  people . . . 
A: She d i d n ' t  q u i t e  approve of t h e  pol icy  e i t h e r .  

0: What? 

A: She d id  not  q u i t e  approve of your pol icy .  

Q: What of t h e  unmarried c l i e n t s ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: I was going t o  a sk  you being on the  board of t h e  second Planned 
Parenthood and being a c t i v e  i n  t h e  f i r s t  one how would you compare t h e  
two? 

0: Oh, my goodness. I couldn ' t  even compare them, Oh, t h e r e  was j u s t  
abso lu t e ly  no comparison. 

A: Based on amateurs and profess iona ls .  

0: Yes. We were groping with t h e  f i r s t  one. We were j u s t  groping. And 
we'd hear  about some way t o  do t h i s  and we'd grasp  a t  t h a t  straw. 

A: We w e r e  r e a l  amateurs ou t s ide  of somebody who was t h e  r e s i d e n t ,  t h e  
person who organized it. 

0: But we d id  g e t  some h e l p  from t h e  s t a t e .  








