
Q: Well .  ( c h u c k l e s )  

A: And I t h i n k ,  a t  l e a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  Stcvenson a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Sena tor  
Connors backed up e v e r y t h i n g  that  Governor Stevenson wanted.  

0: You say he d i d  d u r i n g  thar p e r i o d ?  

A: Y e s ,  s i r .  If t h e r e  was any f i n a n c i a l  inducements on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
noL t o  suppor t  S tevenson ' s  b i l l s ,  he ignored  them. I think Sena tor  
Connors was a b s o l u t e l y  l o y a l  t o  Stevenson.  

Q: Do you remember any o c c a s i o n s  when Thompson and Connors b u t t e d  heads  
on any p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y ?  

A: Well. (pause)  There was a m u l t i t u d e  o f  o c c a s i o n s  t h a t  happened. 
But Thompson was s u c c e s s f u l .  Gosh, h e  had a good m a j o r i t y .  L e t ' s  see,  
i n  t hose  days--well, l e t ' s  see ,  i n  t h e  1949 General  Assembly, t h e r e  was 
o n l y  l.8 Democrats i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  and 32 Republ icans .  

Q:  So he  had a p r e t t y  good means o f  . . . 
A: Sena tor  Wallace Thompson n o t  on ly  had t h e  v o t e s  bu t  he was more 
i n t e l l i g e n t  probably  t h a n  anybody i n  the  Sena te .  H e  had a lot of f e l l o w s  
on t h e  Republ ican s i d e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  h i m .  They were j e a l o u s  of  him, f o r  
one t h i n g ,  and h e  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  a r l s i t r a r y .  Not a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
h e  w a s  -A- a r b i t r a r y .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I g o t  a long  f i n e  w i t h  Thompson. I knew 
he  w a s  a r b i t r a r y ,  b u t  . . . 
Q: Can you t h i n k  of an example of h i s  a r b i t r a r i n e s s  t h a t  . . . 
A: Oh, there was a m u l t i t u d e  of t i m e s .  I c a n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  rememb~r .  
T h a t ' s  a l o n g  w h i l e  ago. 

A: Yes, sir. 

A: And pardon m e  f o r  being s o  darned dumb and f o r g e t f u l .  

( 2 :  Well. For example, on ru le  making, now, h e  would have been i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  where he cou1.d a d j u s t  t h e  r u l e s  t o  h i s  needs  . . . 
A: He d i d .  

Q: Can you t h i n k  of  an example of where h e  d i d  t h a t ?  

A: (pause)  No, I j u s t  c a n ' t .  I'm s o r r y .  



SESSION 6 ,  TAPE 1 2 ,  SIDE 1 (Conclusion) 

I): S i r ,  we mentioned f a i r s  a w h i l e  back h e r e .  Did you do a n y t h i n g  i n  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h c  C h r i s t i a n  County P a i r ?  

A: I suppor ted  t h e  county f a i r s .  You see ,  there is a County Fair  Assod 
c i a t i o n ,  and I would s a y  probably  h a l f  o r  two- th i rds  o f  t h e  coun t i e s  i n  
the  s t a t e  have county f a i r s .  Course,  here a t  Pana, we have what w e  c a l l  
t h e  Pana Tri-County F a i r .  And i t  s t a r t s  t h e  Thursday h e f o r e  and ends  on 
Labor Day, about  f i v e  days .  C a r l  P r e i h s ,  when h e  w a s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
i n  t h e  Rouse, he  formed t h a t  t h i n g .  ( l a u g h s )  They bought f o r t y  a c r e s  
of l and  o u t  here a t  t h e  edge of Pana, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good l a n d ,  b u t  
i t s  g o t  a good r a c e  t r a c k .  H e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i t  as a " f o r - p r o f i t "  corpora-  
t i o n .  I must have f i f t e e n  o r  twenty s h a r e s  i n  i t .  I d o n ' t  know, I ' v e  
probably  g o t  $1,500 i n v e s t e d  i n  i t .  1 wouldn ' t  know. It n e v e r  p a i d  any 
d i v i d e n d s .  I n e v e r  p a i d  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n ,  bu t  I always l augh  because  
he i n c o r p o r a t e d  f o r  p r o f i t  and it never  made a dime. ( l a u g h t e r )  

T h e r e ' s  a bunch of young f e l l o w s  have t a k e n  it o v e r  now and t h e y ' r e  
doing p r e t t y  good, put  on a p r e t t y  decen t  f a i r .  You s e e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
conduct h a r n e s s  r a c e s ,  why, you have t o  have a p r e s i d i n g  judge of t h e  
r a c e s  and, a s  such,  you've go1 t o  be  l i c e n s e d  by t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  
T r o t t i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n .  W e l l ,  a  p r e s i d i n g  judge could charge about  t h i r t y -  
f i v e  d o l l a r s  a day i n  those  days ,  and now 1 presume i t  is f i l t y  o r  a 
hundred,  I don ' t  know. So t h e y  promoted me t o  s t u d y  up and t a k e  the  
examinat ion and g e t  a p r e s i d i n g  judge l i c e n s e  t o  save  t h a t  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  
as t h e y  knew I would a c t  f o r  free. About  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  h e  does i s  s i t  
i n  t h e  judges '  s t a n d  and i f  t h e r e  i s  any a c c i d e n t s ,  why, you are sup- 
posed t o  conduct a h e a r i n g  and determine who caused t h e  a c c i d e n t  and you 
a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  suspend o r  f i n e  t h e  d r i v e r s  o r  owners who are a t  f a u l t .  
And t h e y  a l s o  asked  me t o  be a n  o f f i c i a l  t i m e r  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  awhi le .  
W e l l ,  I bought myself a s topwatch and f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  I was a t i m e r .  
Course,  t h e  n i c e  t h i n g  about  i t ,  you s i t  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  j u d g e s t  s t a n d  
and you can s e e  what goes on. 

Q: Oh, y e s ,  sir.  (chuck les )  

A: I s t u d i e d  up on t h e  t h i n g  and t o o k  t h e  examinat ion.  I w a s  a l i c e n s e d  
p r e s i d i n g  judge.  And as such,  h e l l ,  I cou ld  have been p r e s i d i n g  judge 
down a t  Fairmount o r  C o l l i n s v i l l e  o r  Cahokia Downs o r  Chicago Downs o r  
any o f  t h e  t r a c k s  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  b u t  I n e v e r  was t o o  b r i g h t  on 
t h a t  t h i n g ,  and my o n l y  r e a s o n  f o r  do ing  it w a s  t o  s a v e  t h e  f a i r  a ssoc-  
i a t i o n  having t o  l a y  o u t  t h i r t y - f i v e  bucks e v e r y  day f o r  a p r e s i d i n g  
judge . 

Rut L f i n a l l y  q u i t .  W e  had a h e l l  o f  a good f a i r  and, l i k e  a l l  t h e  
county f a i r s ,  a  h a l f  mi le  t r a c k ,  and a good one and one day t h e r e  were 
8 o r  10 h o r s e s  going and everybody f i g h t i n g  f o r  trhe l e a d .  The wors t  
p l a c e  f o r  an  a c c i d e n t  t o  happen i s  on t h e  f i r s t  t u r n ,  because they  a r e  
a11 f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  lead  on t h e  curved t r a c k .  They'd l e f t  t h e  s t a r t i n g  



g a t e s  t h a t ' s  mounted on t h e  c a r  a t  county f a i r s  now, f o r  h a r n e s s  
racing--and around t h a t  f i r s t :  cu rve ,  why, you can g e t  i n  a h e l l  o f  a 
mess. And one t ime  a h o r s e  f e l l  down, o r  pu t  a  hoof th rough  t h e  
wheel of  a r a c i n g  c a r t  and f e l l .  P r a c t i c a l l y  all e n t r i e s  were i n  a 
p i l e  oE c a r t s  and h o r s e s  f a l l i n g  down, and so  f o r t h .  And we had one 
f e l l o w ,  a g r o c e r p a n  h e r e  a t  Pana, who was d r i v i n g  t h a t  day.  I w i l l  
always remember t h i s  g r o c e r ,  P a u l  Rudow, s a i l i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  crowd. 
H i s  momentum, when h i s  h o r s e  went down, j u s t  threw him o v e r  t h e  f e n c e ,  
t he  i n s i d e  r a i l  of  t h e  t r a c k ,  and i n t o  t h e  i n f i e l d .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  
a l t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  h o r s e s  and d r i v e r s  were b r u i s e d  up, nobody was s e r i o u s l y  
i n j u r e d .  And i t  was my duty ,  t h e n ,  as p r e s i d i n g  judge, t o  conduct a 
h e a r i n g  t o  de te rmine  who caused ic a l l  and suspend,  o r  set down f o r  
various days ,  some of t h e  d r i v e r s .  Well, 1 conducted t h e  h e a r i n g  b u t  
made up my mind r i g h t  t h e n ,  "I a i n ' t  going t o  be a p r e s i d i n g  Judge 
anymore. " ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: So i t  r e a l l y  got  s t i c k y  t h e r e  a l l  of a sudden. 

A: You're darned r i g h t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  Well, you know, t h e  d r i v e r s  a r e  
j e a l o u s  o f  each o t h e r .  They w i l l  buddy up and gang t o g e t h e r  and l a y  
i t  on t o  some f e l l o w  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i k e ,  if t h e y  can.  

Q: S i r ,  you mentioned h u n t i n g  a w h i l e  ago. Was t h e r e  any a c t i v t r y  
i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  toward t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of w i l d l i f e ?  

A :  Oh, y e s .  There  was always a b i g  argument on about  how many b a s s  you 
cou ld  t a k e  and what l e n g t h  o f  b a s s  you could t a k e ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  was 
always a  b i g  argument as t o  when was t h e  b e s t  t ime t o  open t h e  r a b b i t  
and q u a i l  and pheasant  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n s ,  and t h a t  h a s  a lways been s h i f t e d  
back and f o r t h .  In  t h e  e a r l y  days ,  when I f i r s t  went i n  t o  t h e  Sena te  
i n  1934, w e  always had p r e t t y  damned good q u a i l  h u n t i n g  around h e r e ,  and 
f a i r  pheasan t  h u n t i n g ,  and I can remember, by 1942,  of going down t o  
s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  and h u n t i n g  a l l  day w i t h  t h r e e  o t h e r  f e l l o w s  and I 
think a l l  we got w a s  t h r e e  q u a i l ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  we g o t .  There was j u s t  no 
q u a i l .  The q u e s t i o n  was what was caus ing  i t .  One t h i n g ,  pe rhaps ,  was 
o i l e d  r o a d s ,  which t h e  q u a i l  would go o v e r  and wallow around i n  t h e  dust: 
a l o n g s i d e  o i l e d  roads ,  and rhen s e t  on the n e s t  and maybe ge t  an o i l  
f i l m  over t h e  eggs  and k i l l  t h e  eggs.  Thar w a s  one t h e o r y .  

Another t h i n g  was t h a t  a l o t  of f o r e s t e d  l a n d ,  o r  f ence  rows, hedge 
f e n c e s ,  were t a k e n  o u t ,  and t h a t  w a s  a n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  q u a i l  and 
pheasan t s  t o  n e s t  and h i d e  i n .  You d o n ' t  have f e n c e s  l i k e  you used t o ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  hedge f e n c e s ,  but  you do have t h e s e  g r a s s  waterways t h a t  s o i l  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  b u i l d s  and t h a t  j u s t  seems t o  be a n  awfu l  n i c e  p l a c e  f o r  
q u a i l  t o  s t i c k  around. Now, i n  t h e  l a s t  few years, why, t h e y ' v e  had 
much b e t t e r  quai l  hun t ing ,  I t h i n k .  And we've go t  a r e a s  h e r e  c l o s e  ro  
Pana where t h e r e  is  good pheasan t  h u n t i n g .  It i s n ' t  n e a r  as good as 
North Dakota, but  o u t  h e r e  s o u t h  of Rosamond, l o t  o f  pheasan t s  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q: W e l l ,  now, t h e  pheasant  were no t  n a t u r a l  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  They were 
seeded here. Were you invo lved  w i t h  b r i n g i n g  t h e  p h e a s a n t s  i n ?  



A: Wel l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  always some p h e a s a n t s  h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  many, and t h e  
department of c o n s e r v a t i o n  always brought  down and d i s t r i h u t e d  q u a i l  and 
p h e a s a n t s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  among f a r m e r s  and spor tsmen.  

Q: Was t h e r e  any 1 e g i s l . a t i o n  invo lved  w i t h  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ?  

A: W e l l ,  n a t u r a l l y  t h e r e  was an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  Che depar tment  o f  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  f o r  i t .  But  t h e  spor tsmen would h i t c h  a t  t h e  department o f  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  and b i t c h  a t  t h e  fa rmers .  ( l a u g h s )  Nobody r e a l l y  knows 
why you have s p e l l s  of good h u n t i ~ g  and s p e l l s  o f  poor h u n t i n g .  I 
h a v e n ' t  hun ted  f o r  y e a r s ,  my 1.egs d o n ' t  t a k e  i t ,  bu t  I 've g o t  q u i t e  a 
f e w  f r i e n d s  t h a t  are q u a i l  h u n t e r s ,  pheasant  h u n t e r s  and . . . t h e y  keep 
m e  p r e t t y  w e l l  up on i t .  

Q: 1 u n d e r s t a n d  you were somewhat a g a i n s t  f o x  h u n t i n g  l i c e n s i n g .  

A: Oh-h-h, goddamit, t h a t ' s  a s o r r y  s u b j e c t .  

Q: Oh. ( l augh te r )  

A: Well ,  housewives claimed t h a t  f o x e s  would k i l l  c h i c k e n s ,  g e t  i n  t h e i r  
henhouse.  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  back t h e r e  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  and 1 9 4 0 t s ,  
why, p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  farm w i f e  had a chicken house and would have eggs  
and h a t c h  o u t  baby c h i c k s  and would, oh,  produce f r y e r s ,  you know, oh, a 
hundred o r  two o f  them. Some t h e y  would se l l ,  some t h e y ' d  consume. 
When i t ' s  all saicl and  done, t h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  than f r i e d  ch icken  
hardly. And some o f  the spor tsmen t h a t  l i k e d  t o  f o x  h u n t ,  why, t h e y  
wanted an open season  and t h e  housewives n a t u r a l l y  were g l a d  t o  s e e  
Eoxes k i l l e d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  why, f a rmers  would g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  maybe a hundred 
fa rmers ,  and t a k e  t h e i r  guns a l o n g  and t h e y  would s p r e a d  o u t  around t h e  
p e r i m e t e r  o f ,  s a y ,  a f o u r  s q u a r e  m i l e  a r e a  and start walk ing  toward t h e  
c e n t e r ,  and make n o i s e  and k i c k  o u t  a l l  a r e a s .  And, sometimes, by t h e  
time t h e y  a l l  go t  t o  t h e  c e n t e r ,  why, you may have s c a r e d  up s i x  o r  
e i g h t  foxes .  The sportsmen d i d n ' t  l i k e  the f o x  p o p u l a t i o n  d e p l e t e d  that: 
way. There  was n o t h i n g  l e f t  f o r  t h e  f o x  dog h u n t e r s  t o  hun t .  And a l l  
of t h e  spor tsmen j u s t  r a i s e d  h e l l  about  t h a t .  

So you w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  a E i g h t ,  between t h e  housew<ves and f a r m e r s  
and t h e  sportsmen about  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h a t  and a l s o  p u t t i n g  s e a s o n s  on i t .  
And, o h ,  I th ink  probably  1936 o r  1938, I wenL on a b i l l  w i t h  somebody, 
maybe w i t h  s e v e r a l  f e l l o w s ,  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  f o x  hun t ing ,  making i t  open 
season and p e r m i t t i n g  f o x  d r i v e s  and s o  on,  and c h e s e  spor tsmen j u s t  
r a i s e d  h e l l .  These f e l l o w s  t h a t  had foxhounds,  you know. And, oh, by 
God, t h e y  got--so . . . At least--I d o n ' t  know whether 1 sponsored i t ,  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I sponsored i t - -bu t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  1 v o t e d  f o r  i t .  And s o ,  t h e y  
had m e  r i g h t  between a rock  and a ha rd  s p o t .  

So I checked t h e  law I ' d  v o t e d  f o r  and I f i g u r e d  o u t  maybe it w a s  uncon- 
s t i t u t i o n a l ,  s o  I j u s t  n o t i f i e d  the  department of conservation--on a 



c e r t a i n  Sa tu rday ,  I think--I  w a s  going fox h u n t i n g .  W e l l ,  t h e  l a w  b c i n g  
you d i d n ' t  have t o  shoal: a l o x  t o  break t h e  l a w .  You j u s t  needed t o  
hunt  I o r  a fox t o  commit t h e  o f f e n s e .  And I a r r a n g e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
a t t o r n e y  t o  f i l e  a war ran t  a g a i n s t  me, s e e ,  so t h e n  we could  t e s t  t h e  
l a w  o u t .  

Well ,  t h e  damned newspapers go t  a h o l d  of i t .  And, t h a t  morning, 1 put  
on my h u n t i n g  c l o t h e s  and,  p e r  my armouncement, a t  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  1 
guess  it w a s ,  I t o o k  my shotgun and went o u t  t o  t he  c o u n t r y  c l u b  and made 
p u b l i c  announcement I w a s  going f o x  htmring.  And an  a w f u l l y  good f r i e n d  
and g o l f  buddy of  mine, Danny Groll--ran t h e  Na t iona l  Greenhouse, a b i g  
commercial rose-growing place--decided h e  was gohg t o  comc a l o n g  and 
s e e  t h e  f u n .  The damned i d i o t ,  hc  was g e t t i n g  a h e l l  o f  a k i c k  o u t  of my 
 roubles and he showed up wi th  a handmadc bow and arrow! I wanted t o  
k i l l  him. ( l a u g h t e r )  

And we s t a r t e d  o u t  and t h e n  some o t h e r  i d i o t  had gone up t o  Judge P r e i h s '  
law o f f i c e  where t h e y  had a mounted s t u l f c d  fox and, unbeknownst t o  m e ,  
brought i t  o u t  t o  t h e  coun t ry  c l u b  and h i d  i t  i n  t h e  r a i s e d  edge o f  a 
bunker.  

It ended up j u s t  a durned s i l l y  mess! And t h e n  t h e y  got: ou t  a war ran t  
f o r  me f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h c  f o x  h u n t i n g  law. 

Q: Who was t h a t ?  The s c a r e ' s  a t t o r n e y  here?  

A: Yes. H e  was c o o p e r a t i v e .  We had a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  j u s t i c e  of t h e  
peace h e r e  a t  Pana and I made my argumenr t h a t  t h e  l aw was u n c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  and made a motion t o  d i s m i s s  and t h e  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace d i s -  
m i s s e d  i t  and everybody in t h e  S t a t e  nf  I l l i n o i s  got  r e l i e v e d .  ( l a u g h t e r )  
I hope. 

Q: Did i t  a f l e c t  t h e  l a w ,  t h e n ?  Was il: changed i n  any way? 

A: It was changed t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n ,  as 1 r e c a l l .  F rank ly ,  I always 
thought it was one of t h e  s i l l i e s t  and  most a s i n i n e  t h i n g s  I e v e r  got  
i n t o .  ( l a u g h t e r )  F thought  1 made a damned f o o l  ou t  of myself .  They 
s t i l l  k i d  me about  i t  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  Most of the  peop le  now l i v i n g  d o n ' t  
remember i t .  But it was funny. 

And t h e  funny t h i n g  was, l a t e r  on,  why, t h e y  always h e l d  an a n n u a l  coon 
hunt t r i a l s  down here  a t  what t h e y  c a l l  Hutchins  Timber, round t h e  Boy 
Scout Camp and a d j a c e n t  t o  t h a t .  And a farmer  had a bunch of young 
h o r s e s  i n  a l o t  and coons a r e  cagey a s  they can he .  So, what a coon 
does when dogs arc chas ing  him, Ile g e t s  i n  among these h o r s e s ,  you know, 
and h e ' l l  c i r c l e  around through t h e  h o r s c s  two o r  t h r e e  t imes  and t a k e  a 
heck of a b i g  jump and t a k e  o f f  i n  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .  And, of course ,  
t h e s e  coondogs come b a r r e l i n g  i n  t h e r e  a b e l l e r i n g  and bawling,  you know, 
and they  g e t  a l l  confused and t h e y  s c a r e  t h e s e  h o r s e s ,  and s o  on. Th is  
farmer ,  he  was a lnnned about  his h o r s e s  g e t t i n g  s c a r e d  and h u r t ,  s o  he 
went o u t  t h e r c  and he  c la imed he had s h o t  s t r a i g h t  up i n  t h e  a i r  t o  s c a r e  



t h e  dogs away, s o  t h e y  wouldn ' t  run t h e s e  h o r s e s  around and i n j u r e  some 
of  them. Wel l ,  he  might have s h o t  s t r a i g h t :  up i n  t h e  a i r ,  bu t  h e  
k i l l e d  a coondog which was running on t h e  ground. 

Q: Well .  ( chuck les )  

A: And t h e n ,  t h e  coondog's owner had him a r r e s t e d  f o r  k i l l i n g  h i s  dog and 
h e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any lawyer  around S h e l b y v i l l e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  him. W e l l ,  
h e  came i n  h e r e  and 1 agreed  I ' d  r e p r e s e n t  him. And I went o v e r  t o  t h e  
h e a r i n g ,  t h e  a r ra ignment  a t  S h e l b y v i l l e  and,  my gosh, I ' l l  b e t  t h e r e  was 
a hundred coon h u n t e r s  t h e r e ,  madder t h a n  hops.  And John F r i b l e y ,  t h e i r  
e r s t w h i l e  good f r i e n d ,  was defending t h e  f e l l o w .  Well, 1 went i n  and 
p leaded  n o t  g u i l t y  and asked  f o r  a  j u r y  t r i a l  and t h a t ' s  a l l  we3 e v e r  
heard  o f  t h a t .  

But ,  about  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  t h e  f e l l o w  t h a t  owned t h i s  coondog t h a t  was s h o t  
sued t h e  farmer  f o r  $5,000. And c la imed t h a t  t h e  coondog t h a t  he  k i l l e d  
was a young, wel l -bred,  and so  on and worth a t  l e a s t  twenty-f ive  hundred 
bucks.  ( l aughs)  So, I defended t h e  f e l l o w  on t h a t .  We t r i e d  i t  i n  
f r o n t  o f  a j u r y  and I shou ld  have k icked  one j u r o r  o f f ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  and,  
a f t e r  a day and a h a l f  t r i a l ,  why t h e  j u r y  come back and found o u t  t h a t  
my man was g u i l t y ,  and found t h a t  t h e  coondog was worth f i f t y  bucks.  

Q:  Oh, i s  that r i g h t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  W e l l .  

A: Judge S l a t e r  e n t e r e d  a  judgment f o r  $50 b u t ,  heck,  t h e  c o s t s ,  w i t h  a l l  
t h e  w i t n e s s  f e e s  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  L t h i n k  it run about $400 o r  $500. A t  
least .  Judge S l a t e r ,  a  Pana boy, always s a i d ,  "Well, a t  l e a s t  w e  e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a coondog." 

SESSION 7 ,  TAPE 1 3 ,  S I D E  1 

Q: Back i n  1935 and 1936,  you s e r v e d  on t h e  committee on r e a p p o r t i o n -  
ment. Now, reappor t ionment  d i d n ' t  come about  u n t i l  1953. What was going 
on i n  r e g a r d  t o  reappor t ionment  back i n  t h e  m i d - t h i r t i e s ?  

A: Well ,  t h e  answer t o  t h a t  i s ,  " p r a c t i c a l l y  no th ing . "  Chicago and Cook 
County were screaming because t h e y  had b e t t e r  t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  bu t  t h e y  o n l y  had about t w o - f i f t h s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Sena te  and t h e  House. And, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  reappor t ionment  j u s t  
wasn ' t  going t o  happen w i t h  downsta te  b e i n g  i n  c o n t r o l .  It seems t o  m e  
t h a t  somewhere a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  t h e r e  w a s  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r eappor t ionment ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was no I l l i n o i s  General  Assembly reappor t ionment .  

A f t e r  1952, when I went o u t ,  why, I t h i n k  that: S t r a t t o n  was t h e  governor  
and h e  decided--and i t  w a s  f a i r  and p r o p e r ,  t h e r e  i s  no q u a r r e l  about  
t h a t .  I mean, m o r a l l y ,  t h e y  were e n t i t l e d  t o  reappor t ionment .  And 
t h a t  ' s  when t h e y  had t h e  reappor t ionment ,  d u r i n g  st r a t t o n ' s  actministra-  



t i o n ,  as I r e c a l l ,  whereby Chicagc and Cook County ended up w i t h  more 
t h a n  h a l f  of t h e  membership of rhc l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  Do you remember anyone. who pu t  i n  any b i l l s  i n  t h e  mid- 
1 9 3 0 ' s  o r  e a r l y  l w 9 4 0 t s ?  

A: Oh, I t h i n k  t h a t  very probably--1 d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember--hut 
I t h i n k  p robab ly  e v e r y  s e s s i o n  t h e r e  were b i l l s  i n t r o d u c e d  by Chicago 
and t h e  Cook County l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  form commiss io~ls  t o  s t u d y  t h e  t h i n g .  
But t l ie  commissions j u s t  d i d n ' t  do any work. They might have made some 
mot ions ,  b u t  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  came up wi th  would have been t u r n e d  down. 

See ,  t h e r e  a lways  was b i t t e r  f e e l i n g  between t h e  Cllicago and Cook 
County group and s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s .  But,  01 c o u r s e ,  when you g e t  o u t  of  
Cook County--Du Page, McHeriry and Lake Count y--why, t h e  p o p u l - a ~ i o n  t h e r e  
was s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g .  T h a t ' s  one  of  t h e  r e a s o n s  why, under t h e  
S t r a t t o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e y  were i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  change t h e  p i c t u r e .  
They grouped Cook Councy a l o n g  w i t h  Uu Page and I,ake and maybe Mcfienry, 
soma of  t h e  c o u n t i e s  up t h e r e .  Moral ly  t h e y  were e n t i t l e d  t o  i t ,  No 
q u a r r e l  about  t h a r .  I t h i n k  t h e  reason  t h e  downs ta te r s  went a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  reappor t ionment  under  t h e  S t r a t t o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  
f e l t  t h a t ,  i n  c a s e  Cook County go t  t o  b e i n g  t o o  rough i n  some o l  t h e i r  
demands, thatr t h e y  would have t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  the h e l p  from t h o s e  o t h e r  
c o u n t i e s .  

Q: Was t h e r e  e v e r  any f e e l i n g  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  f e d e r a l  govern- 
m e n t  o r  t h e  c o u r t s  g e t t i n g  i n  and f o r c i n g  reappor t ionment ,  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  
and 1940's:' 

A: I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h r e a t e n e d  b u t ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  you never had s o  
many i d e a s  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  supreme c o u r t  order i .ng reapportionment. .  

Q: Why w a s  t h a t ?  

A: Well, i t ' s  o n l y  been t h e  l a s t ,  l t d  s a y ,  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty  y e a r s  t h a t  
we've had s o  darned much l i t i g a t i o n  about  e q u a l  r i g h t  s--not o n l y  equa l  
r i g h r s  as f a r  as v o t i n g  is  concerned,  b u t  e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  m i n o r i t i e s .  
Course,  t h e  b i g  m i n o r i t y  t h e n  w a s  t h e  Negroes, t h e  b l a c k  p e o p l r .  

Q: What was your f e e l i n g  r e g a r d i n g  cumulati .ve v o t i n g ?  

A: F r a n k l y ,  T have mixed emot ions .  Back i n  t h e  o l d  days ,  why, t h e  
Democrat p a r t y  and t h e  Republican p a r t y ,  t h e y  would--if t h e y  had more 
Democrats i n  a l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t ,  you would preach "Vote a s t r a i g h t  
Democrat t i c k e t , "  and,  i f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  was Republ ican,  Chen "Vote a 
s t r a i g h t  Republ ican t i c k e t , "  s o  you would b e  sure and send t w o  of  your 
men, from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t ,  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  But,  a s  t h e  
t h ing  worked o u t  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  work because--for i n s t a n c e ,  
i n  my 40th S e n a t 7 r i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  back i n  t h o s e  days w e  had Representra t ive  
Sam L o r t o a  from Cowden and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a s t e r d ~ y  from Vanda l i a  and,  



l a t e r  on,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P r e i h s  f rom Pana, and we always had two Democrat 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from my d i s t r i c t .  And 5: would a lways,  i n  my speech  a t  a 
Democrat meet ing,  s a y  "Vore a s t r a i g h t :  Democrat t i c k e t  s o  w e ' l l  be  s u r e  
t o  send two members t o  t h e  House." And we always d i d .  Came awfu l  c l o s e  
t o  n o t  do ing  it a few t imes .  

But,  as a m a t t e r  of p r a c t i c e ,  a f t e r  t h e s e  sanc t imonious  r e q u e s t s ,  j u s t  
as soon as t h e  meet ing was o v e r  w i t h ,  why, each o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  would 
g e t  h i s  particular c r o n i e s  and t e l l  them t o  "plunk" t h r e e  v o t e s  f o r  him, 
t h a t  i s  t o  mark o n l y  h i s  name s o  h e ' d  g e t  a l l  t h r e e  v o t e s .  Sam L o r t o n ' s  
I a v o r i t e  e x p r e s s i o n  was, "You've got  t o  ' hep l  me. You've g o t  t o  g i v e  
me c h r e e  v o t e s  ." H e  d i d n ' t  s a y  "help" m e ,  h i s  word was "hep," H-E-P. 

And a r a t h e r  funny t h i n g .  I knew what was going on.  The l a s t  week 
b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  when t h i n g s  g o t  more e x c i t i n g  and  emot iona l ,  Sam 
Lorton woulcl n o t  a t t e n d  any p o l i t i c a l  mee t ings .  I ' d  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  h e  
had been down i n  Cumberland County and,  u s i n g  Cumberland County as an 
i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  he would go down t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  c r o n i e s  and t e l l  them 
t h a t ,  "They are j u s t  murder ing me up i n  C h r i s t i a n  County and,  boy, 
you've--you go t  t o  'hep'  m e .  You've g o t  t o  g e t  o u t  and ' p l u n k t  t o r  
me." Then, h e  would go o v e r  t o  F a y e t t e  County and h e ' d  t e l l  them t h a t  
Lhey were murdering him o v e r  i n  Cumberland and s o  on i n  Shelby and i n  
C h r i s t i a n .  

So what 1 d i d  when I was i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  why, I would have a p r e t t y  
f a i r  f e e l i n g  about how Lor ton  and Eas te rday  o r  P r e i h s  were runn ing  o v e r  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  and,  i f  I thought  t h a t  Lor ton was runn ing  way ahead,  t h e n  
T would t e l l  my people  up h e r e  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  "Now, you 'd  b e t t e r  p lunk  
f o r  Eas te rday  t o  make up f o r  that: th ing . "  You r a n  i n t o  t h a t  r i g h t  a l o n g ,  
o f  hav ing  t o  t r y  t o  even up. It w a s  p o l i t i c a l  mach ina t ions ,  you might 
say .  ( l aughs  ) 

(1: Within  t h e  s i n g l e  p a r t y ,  t h e n  . . . 
A: Yes. But I c a n ' t  remember, s i n c e  1930 when I g o t  o u t  o f  law s c h o o l ,  
t h a t  t h e  40 th  S e n a t o r i a l  D i s t r i c t  e v e r  had bu t  one Republ ican.  Although 
--you see, i n  t h o s e  days ,  C h r i s t i a n  County was s t r o n g  Democrat, and 
Shelby was f a i r l y  s t r o n g  Democrat, and Cumberland was a l i t t l e  b i t  
Republ ican,  and F a y e t t e  w a s  about  f i f t y - f i f t y .  Well, for i n s t a n c e ,  i n  
1952 when Stevenson ancl Eisenhower were runn ing  f o r  p r e s i d e n t ,  and we 
had t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Eisenhower l a n d s l i d e ,  where I was defeated--cut  i t  o f f  
a second. 

( t a p i n g  s topped f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e n  resumed) 

Q: Cumulative v o t i n g .  

A:' And, i n  t h e  1952 e l e c t i o n ,  why, t h e  . . . t h e r e  was a h e l l  o f  a b i g  
chance t h e n  o f  t h e  t h i n g  b u s t i n g  l o o s e  because  Eisenhower just r a n  l i k e  
a s c a r e d  c a t .  But,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  never  i n  h i s t o r y  have we e v e r  



llad two Republ icans  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  B u t ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  that:  
t h e s e  Democrat nominees--and i t  a p p l i e s  t o  Republ icans ,  tao--when t h e  
c a n d i d a t e s  g e t  up and s a y ,  "Vote her s t r a i g h t  so  w e ' l l  run even," i t  
j u s t  never  works o u t .  ( l a u g h ~ e r )  

Q: Back i n  1935, when you s t a r t e d  o u t ,  you were p l a c e d  on t h r e e  com- 
m i t t e e s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  name them and s e e  i f  you r e c a l l  any a c t i v i t i e s .  
One was t h e  banks and banking.  Do you r e c a l l  any a c t i v i t y  on t h a t  
committee? You s e r v e d  u n t i l  1940 on i t .  

A: 1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was e v e r  any a c t i v i t y  then .  Those were jus t - -  
s e e ,  we were r e c o v e r i n g  from t h e  Depress ion.  There  was no a c t i v i t y  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  branch banking i n  those days  and t h e r e  was no a c t i v i t y  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  i n  t h o s e  days .  We d i d  have c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a c t i v i t y  on cur rency  exchanges.  

Q: Oh? What t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y ?  

A: Well. You s e e ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Depress ion ,  i n  1930 and 1932 and 
1933--1 d o n ' t  remember j u s t  when i t  was--but, when Roosevel t  went i n ,  
why, h e  i n m e d i a t e l y  d e c l a r e d  a moratorium and c l o s e d  e v e r y  bank i n  t h e  
Uni ted S t a t e s .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime ,  a f l o c k  of banks had gone b roke ,  
were pu t  i n t o  r e c e i v e r s h i p .  Here i n  C h r i s t i a n  County, t h e y  had about  
twenty-one banks and a l l  b u t  t h r e e  went: b roke ,  I t h i n k .  Three  banks a t  
T a y l o r v i l l e  went broke.  W e  had two banks i n  Pana, bo th  went b roke ;  one 
bank i n  Assumption, went broke;  t h e  bank i n  M o r r i s o n v i l l e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
went b roke ;  t h e  bank a t  Kinca id ,  went b roke ;  t h e  bank a t  S ton ing ton ,  
went broke; t h e  bank a t  Edinburg,  went broke.  The o n l y  banks,  a s  1 
r e c a l l ,  t h a t  never  went broke was . . . t h e  bank a t  Assumption, one 
bank a t  . . . T a y l o r v i l l e  and one a t  Palmer. 

Well, h e r e  i n  Pana, t h e  banks h e r e  i n  Pana went broke around December 
of 1929 o r  e a r l y  1930. My f a t h e r  had always banked a t  t h e  Schuyle r  bank 
h e r e  a t  Pana and, t o  show you t h e  changes,  t h e  bank went broke and i t  
was about  a two-and-a-half m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  bank, and t h a t  was a h e l l  o f  a 
b i g  bank i n  those  days.  And my fa the r - in - law,  D r .  L i t t l e ,  had s t o c k  i n  
a bank a t  Rosamond and it went broke--but i t  went broke b e f o r e  1929. 
But,  a t  any r a t e ,  j u s t  as soon as t h e  Schuyle r  bank went broke--well, I 
wish I had kep t  t h e  l e t t e r  from my mother who wrote  t o  m e  i n  December 
of 1929 and s h e  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Schuyler  bank had gone 
broke.  

My f a t h e r  was a s u b s t a n t i a l  farmer  and,  e v e r y  August ,  he would go t o  
Kansas o r  Oklalioma o r  Texas and buy a couple  hundred f e e d e r  c a t t l e ,  
"d rou thers"  we c a l l e d  them. 

Q: C a l l e d  them what? 

A :  "Drouthers." I n  o t h e r  words, on t h e  ranches  t h e  grass d r i e d  out: and 
burned up and that was t h e  t ime  f o r  us  t o  buy. And Dad had a good c r e d i t  



r e p u t a t i o n  and he  would always go down and buy and t h e n  w r i t e  checks.  
And, when he  g o t  home, he would go i n t o  t h e  Schuyler  bank and o l d  man 
Schuyle r  would l o a n  him $30,U00, o r  whatever it amounted t o ,  f o r  t h e  
c a t t l e  h e  had purchased.  He would go i n  t h e  bank and g i v e  a  n o t e  f o r  
i t .  He'd always spoken t o  o l d  man Schuylcr  b e f o r e  and t h a t ' s  what h e  
t o l d  him t o  do. 

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  my f a t h e r  owed t h e  bank $35,000, P t h i n k  $37,000 w i t h  t h e  
i n t e r e s t ,  when t h e  Schuyle r  bank went broke.  And I don ' t  t h i n k  he 
e v e r  had o v e r  probably  $500 i n  h i s  checking acc-ount, s o  he d i d n ' t  g e t  
h u r t  a t  a l l .  And, o f  course ,  when he  s o l d  h i s  c a t t l e  t h e  nex t  s p r i n g ,  
h e  p a i d  o f f  h i s  d e b t .  

But t h e  Republ icans  were i n  o f f i c e  t h e n ,  when t l l e  Schily7.er bank w m t  
broke ,  and t h e  s t a t e  a u d i t o r  appo in ted  a f e l l o w  by t h e  name of Franken- 
feld as r e c e i v e r .  And t h e n ,  i n  1932, why, Eddie B a r r e t t  w a s  e l e c t e d  
s t a t e  a u d i t o r ,  and he  promptly changed t h i n g s  and removed t h e  rt?ceiver--  
a l t h o u g h  Frankenfe ld  was a good man, a good r e c e i v e r .  He was a c l i e n t  
o f  mine. H e  was a Republ ican bu t  a good c l i e n t  and f r i e n d  o f  mine, And 
t h e y  a p p o i n t e d  Nora Molz as r e c e i v e r ,  and t h e y  appo in ted  me as a t t o r n e y  
f o r  t h e  r e c e i v e r .  

But t h e  Schuyler  bank o n l y  p a i d  o u t  abou t  3 0 ~  on t h e  d o l l a r ,  c l o s e  t o  
t h a t  o r  around t h a t  f i g u r e .  Q u i t e  a  few banks--the Colegrove bank 
a t  T a y l o r v i l l e  I don ' t  t h i n k  p a i d  o u t  over about 1 5 ~  o r  2 0 ~  on t h e  d o l l a r .  
However, t h e  Roy Johnston bank--I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  of 
T a y l o r v i l l e - - i t  was c l o s e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1930 and Roy Johnston--whose 
son ,  Dave, was i n  l aw school  w i t h  me--when t h e y  c l o s e d  h i s  bank, why, h e  
was t h e  most unpopular  f e l l o w  i n  t h e  country and he came up t o  Champaign 
and s t a y e d  about: a week t h e r e  a t  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  house w i t h  h i s  son.  h d  
he t o l d  me, and I thought  probably  he was c r a z y ,  t h a t  h i s  bank wasn ' t  
broke.  H e  s a i d ,  "It ' l l  pay o u t . "  And t h e  p e c u l i a r  t h i n g  about  i t  was, 
i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  l i q u i d a t e d  t h e  a s s e t s  f o r ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  
l e s s  t h a n  what t h e y  were t h e n  worth--everybody was broke,  s e e .  Nobody 
had any money t o  buy a s s e t s .  But t h a t  bank p a i d  o u t  9 9 ~  on t h e  d o l l a r !  
It broke Roy Johns ton ,  he was t h e  main s t o c k h n l d e r  of i t .  

Roy Johns ton ,  he  came back f a s t  and was e l e c t e d  c l e r k  o f  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  Awfully n i c e  b u s i n e s s  man. H e  was a  rough o l d  
f e l l o w .  H i s  son ,  Dave, g radua ted  and l a t e r  h e  s e r v e d  on t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
commission, under Governor Green, and S t r a t t o n .  Damned good lawyer.  He 
was a s p e c i a l i s t  on workmen's compensation c a s e s .  

B u t ,  g e t t i n g  back on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  and pardon m e  f o r  rambl ing around so 
much . . . 
Q: T h a t ' s  f i n e .  

A: Here w e  were h e r e  i n  Pana w i t h  no bank. BUC w i t h i n  f o u r  o r  f ive  
months, weal thy men h e r e  i n  Pana, Warren Penwell  and Herb A m l i n g  and 
D r .  Eberspacher, went down i n t o  Missour i  and h i r e d  a  banker  by t h e  name 



of  James A, C l a r k  t o  a c t  as p r e s i d e n t  a n d  a c a s h i e r  by t h e  name of  Kerr 
and,  w i t h  t h e  Union T r u s t  Company o r  F i r s t  Na t iona l  o f  S t .  Louis ,  why, 
t h e y  s t a r t e d  a bank h e r e .  They had i t  going w i t h i n  f o u r  or f i v e  months. 
They c a l l e d  i t  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank of Pana. The p reced ing  bank, t h e  
Pana N a t i o n a l  Bank was a l r e a d y  i n  receivership--and i~ p a i d  o u t ,  1 t h i n k ,  
about  4 2 ~  on the d o l l a r .  But where we had two banks b e f o r e  h e r e ,  we 
o n l y  had t h i s  new one.  But Pana wasn ' t  h u r t  ve ry  much. But a l o t  of 
communities were.  

The I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  Bank a t  Assumption went broke.  It o n l y  p a i d  o u t ,  oh,  
I t h i n k  i t  was abou t  3 5 ~  on t h e  d o l l a r .  Rut I t h i n k  t h e r e  was 18 banks 
i n  C h r i s t i a n  County went b roke .  J u s t  a h e l l  of  a mess. 

Well ,  a t  any r a t e ,  t h e  Peabody Coal Company came i n  and t h e y ,  w i t h  some 
l o c a l  c a p i t a l ,  formed t h e  F i r s t  T r u s t  and Savings Bank a t  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  
which is  t h e  b i g g e s t  bank i n  t h e  county,  and a darned good o p e r a t e d  bank. 
That must have been formed about  1931, I imagine.  Now t h e y  have two 
banks i n  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  P i r s t  T r u s t  i s  t h e  main bank. 1 d o n ' t  
know what t h e i r  Eoot ings  a r e .  

But j u s t  to show you how amazing change o f  t imes--here t h e  Schuyle r  
bank i n  Pana i n  1 9 2 9  had f o o t i n g s  01 roughly $2,500,000, which we then 
thought  was a h e l l  of a b i g  bank. Now, t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank of  Pana 
had f o o t i n g s  o f ,  oh,  probably  $38,000,000 and was s t a r t e d  i n  1930. The 
P e o p l e ' s  Bank and T r u s t ,  which was s t a r t e d  i n  1954 o r  1955, by myself 
and about t e n  o f  my f r i e n d s ,  and,  gosh,  t h e  f o o t i n g s  on P e o p l e ' s  i s  now 
about  $38,000,000. That makes $76,000,000 where t h e  bank used t o  have 
about: $3,500,000 back i n  1930. And I t h i n k  t h e  F i r s t  T r u s t  & Savings  
Bank over a t  T a y l o r v i l l e  p robab ly  h a s  f o o t i n g s  o f  80 o r  100 m i l l i o n .  It 
i s  w e l l  o p e r a t e d ,  but  t h e  Peabody Coal Company went i n  and formed i t .  
It ' s a t o p  bank. 

Rut,  going on,  back i n  1930 th rough  1940, i n  o rde r  t o  g e t  banking 
s e r v i c e s ,  peop le  s t a r t e d  forming cur rency  exchanges ,  probably  about  1931, 
and t h e y  j u s t  k i n d  o f  grew up p r e t t y  f a s t .  I had a Wesleyan c o l l e g e  
roommate by t h e  name of Del Haines .  H e  was from Saybrook, I l l i n o i s ,  
and t h e  hank t h e r e  had gone broke and h e  s t a r t e d  a cur rency  exchange.  
And, r i g h t  away a f t e r  I was e l e c t e d  t o  t h e  Sena te  i n  1934,  why, h e  came 
t o  m e ,  because all s o r t s  of , s i n s  were o c c u r r i n g  i n  the  o p e r a t i o n  of 
cur rency  exchanges.  

What t h e  cur rency  exchanges d i d ,  i n  s u b s t a n c e ,  was e s t a b l i s h  an account  
a t  a l a r g e  bank and then t h e  cur rency  exchange would t a k e  i n  d e p o s i t s  
and d e p o s i t  the funds  r e c e i v e d  in t h e  l a r g e  bank account  and t h e  cur rency  
exchange customers would t h e n  i s s u c  s i g h t  d r a f t s  on t h e  cur rency  cxc hanges 
account  i n  t h e  l a r g e  bank. I n  o t h e r  words,  t h e  cur rency  exchange would 
i s s u e ,  t o  i t s  customer ,  a money o r d e r  book and, when t h i s  f e l l o w  wanted  
t o  pay an  account ,  he would w r i t e  a  s i g h t  d r a f t  a g a i n s t  khe account  o f  
t h e  cur rency  exchange i n  t h e  Bloomington bank and i t  was handled l i k e  a 
check and honored by t h e  Bloomington bank which was t h e  d e p o s i t o r y  o f  
t h e  Saybrook Currency Exchange. 



T h e  cur rency  exchange o p e r a t o r  o n l y  had t h i s  worry,  t h a t  h i s  customers  
would overdraw t h e i r  account  and t h e  cur rency  exchange was r e s p o n s i b l e  
i o r  t h e  check.  Because t h e  Rloomington bank d i d n k  worry abou t  i t ,  t h e y  
were o n l y  wor r ied  about  whether  t h e  whole account  was overdrawn. For 
t h i s  p r i v i l e g e  of u s i n g  t h e  c u r r e n c y  exchange,  why, t h e  f o l k s  t h a t  w r o t e  
che checks ,  1 t h i n k ,  p a i d  p robab ly  5 0 ~  a  check,  f o r  t h e  s e r v i c e .  And 
5Uc i n  1932 o r  1934 was a  h e l l  of  a l o t  of money, 

Now, a l o t  o f  s i n s  o c c u r r c d  i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  cur rency  exchanges .  
Some of t h e  f e l l o w s  who s t a r t e d  them w e r e n ' t  s t r o n g  themse lves  and 
i n a d v e r t e n t l y ,  o r  i n t e n t i o n a l l y ,  used t h e i r  customers '  money, which i s  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a t r u s t  account .  And t h e r e  w e r e  s e v e r a l  c u r r e n c y  exchange 
b i l l s  i.ntroducec1, and put i n t o  law, t o  r e g u l a t e  c u r r e n c y  exchanges.  
There were a l o t  of h i l l s  i n t r o d u c e d ,  some good and some " f e t c h e r "  b i l l s ,  
t o  p rov ide  f o r  l i c e n s i n g  and r e g u l a t i o n  o f  c u r r e n c y  exchanges.  Some 
were v e r y  s e v e r e .  I handled some of r h a t  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  I t h i n k .  At 
l c a s t ,  I t o o k  a  g r e a t  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t  because  I was v e r y  c l o s e  t o  t h i s  
Del Elaines. He was a  l e g i t i m a t e  o p e r a t o r  and he  wanted everybody e l s e  
t o  be. 

They had t h e s e  problems, such  a s  where t h e r e  w a s  a f a c t o r y  up a t ,  w e ' l l  
s a y ,  South Chicago, and t h e y  had a  bank a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  f a c t o r y  and,  
w e ' l l  s a y  on payday, a  cur rency  exchange w i t h  an  o f f i c e  t e n  m i l e s  away 
would t a k e  at1 armored t r u c k  w i t h  a window i n  i t  and t h e y  would cash  a l l  
t h e s e  f e l l o w s '  checks f o r  a  h a l l  a  d o l l a r  charge.  And, n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  
l o c a l  bank jusC threw a  f i t  because  t h e y  were l o s i n g  t h e  b u s i n e s s .  They 
weren ' t  even g c ~ t i n g  t o  touch t h e  checks  because  those checks would be 
c l e a r e d  at one of t h e  b i g g e r  banks i n  Chicago. So, we had t h a t  l e g i s -  
l a t i o n .  

Rut, i n  g e n e r a l ,  I chink t h e  cur rency  exchange arrangement t h a t  was 
worked o u t  t h e r e ,  probably  i n  1931 o r  1932--although I n e v e r  got on t o  i t  
u n t i l  1934--maybe i t  wasn ' t  u n t i l  1934--but i t  s e r v e d  a h e l l  of  a l o t  
o f  peop le ,  and i t  was a  n e c e s s a r y  t h i n g  t h a t  had t o  bc done. 

Q: What t y p e  of r e g u l a t i o n  was be ing  proposed i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ?  

A: S u p e r v i s i o n  and s e e i n g  t h a t  t h e y  d i d n ' t  overcharge  f o r  c a s h i n g  
checks ,  perhaps ,  and s e e i n g  chat  t h e  peop le  o p e r a t i n g  an exchange d i d  
have s u f f i c i e n ~  c a p i t a l  t o  h a n d l e  t h e  t h i n g ,  t h e  r e v o l v i n g  fund,  money 
coming i n  and money going o u t ,  and then p r o v i d i n g  a l s o  chat  a cur rency  
exchange c o u l d n ' t  o p e r a t e  what t h e y  c a l l  a mobi le  exchangc on payday 
w i t h i n  s o  many f e e t  of a f a c t o r y .  H e l l ,  t h e y ' d  pa rk  r i g h t  i n  f r o n t  of 
some banks,  you know, a n d  do t h a t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  Caused a  h e l l  of a 
s t i n k .  The bankers  were screaming,  and t h e y  were e n t i t l e d  t o  be  pro- 
t e c t e d .  

Now, I n o t i c e ,  i n  r e c e n t  months, t h e r e  was some newspaper p u b l i c i t y  about  
somebody be ing  i n d i c t e d  up i n  Chicago f o r  b r i n g i n g  ou t  a  s o - c a l l e d  
" f e t c h e r "  b i l l  a g a i n s t  some cur rency  exchange up t h e r e .  



A: Can't remember who t h e y  were,  bu t  I knew one o f  them, it das  an o l d  
name t h a t  was f a m i l i a r  t o  m e ,  I e i t h e r  knew him o r  knew h i s  l a d .  It 
w a s  a s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e .  

Q: Do you remember t h e  c i rcumstances  o f  t h a t ?  Do you know . . . 
A: No. ( ~ a u s e )  Well, i t  w a s  brought  o u t  t h a t  t h e  cur rency  exchange had 
a  lobby and had a s l u s h  fund cha t  t h e y  used t o  i n f l u e n c e  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Q: You say t h i s  was j u s t  r e c e n t l y ?  

A: Within t h e  l a s t  t h r e e  months. 

Q: Well. Did t h e y  have t h i s  cur rency  exchange o r g a n i z a t i o n  back i n  
t h e  1930 ' s?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Who was t h e  lobbyis t :  f o r  i t ?  Do you r e c a l l ?  

A: 1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  had a l o b b y i s t ,  rhose  t i m e s .  The o n l y  l o b b y i s t  
I had on m e  was t h i s  D e l  Haines  who w a s  i n  t h e  Bloomington d i s t r i c t .  
T h i s  wasn ' t  even i n  my d i s t r i c t .  I don ' t  r e c a l l  t h a t  I e v e r  had a 
cur rency  exchange i n  my d i s t r i c t .  

Q: Here i n  t h e  40 th?  

A: Yes. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  so.  My o n l y  i n t e r e s t  i n  i t  was Del Haines  had 
been an  old--sor t  of a d r i n k i n g  buddy and a Teke f r a t e r n i t y  b r o t h e r  i n  
c o l l e g e ,  and I was t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t  h i s  i n t e r e s t s .  

Q: Yes. Do you remember any of t h e  s p e c i f i c s  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  on c u r r e n c y  
exchanges? As it went th rough  t h e  . . . 
A: I c a n ' t ,  no. T mean, n o t  s p e c i f i c s .  They were des igned t o  keep,  you 
might s a y ,  g a n g s t e r s  o u t  of t h e  cur rency  exchange b u s i n e s s ,  and a l s o  t o  
p r o t e c t  banks a g a i n s t  mobi le  exchanges t a k i n g  away t h e i r  b u s i n e s s .  

Q: Yes. Was t h i s  t o  have t h e  a u d i t o r  of p u b l i c  accounts  keep t r a c k  o f  
what was going on? 

A :  I t h i n k  t h e  a u d i t o r  was t h e  one t h a t  t o o k  c a r e  o r  i t .  

Q: Who was t h e  a u d i t o r  of p u b l i c  a c c o u n t s  back when you first  arrived 
t h e r e ?  

A: Well, Eddie B a r r e t t  was. You s e e ,  Eddie Barrett was e lec ted- - I  don ' t  
know whether  you remember him, you a r e  younger t h a n  I am,  b u t  Eddie  
B a r r e t t  was a t h i n  l i t t l e  f e l l o w .  H e  had been gassed  i n  t h e  f i r s t  World 



War and he was a v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d  of John S t e l l c ,  who was t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
govcrnor  under Henry Horner,  and ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  t h e  American Legion-- 
and Vete rans  of Foreign Wars--were ve ry  a c t i v e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and Eddie 
B a r r e t t ,  be ing  a f e l l o w  who had been gassed--he was t h i n  and cadaverous .  
A l i t t l e  f e l l o w ,  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  Eddie B a r r e t t  was o v e r  f i v e - f o o t - e i g h t ,  
i f  t h a t  much, and I don ' t  t h i n k  he  weighed o v e r  a  hundred and twenty 
pounds. But he was a u d i t o r  of p u b l i c  accounts  f o r  q u i t e  a f e w  y e a r s .  
Then he became t h e  county c l e r k  o f  Cook County, t h e  l a t t e r  y e a r s .  D i e d ,  
oh,  e i g h t  o r  t e n  y e a r s  ago,  I t h i n k .  

Q: Wasn't he  a l s o  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r  a t  one t i m e ?  

A: He was e l e c t e d  i n  1930 a s  s t a t e  t r e a s u r e r ,  f o r  two years .  You see ,  
e v e r y t h i n g  f o r  many, many y e a r s  had been Republ ican up t o  t h a t  t ime  and, 
i n  t h e  Democrat l a n d s l i d e  i n  1932, why, h e  was e l e c t e d  s t a t e  a u d i t o r  and, 
a t  t h e  same e l e c t i o n ,  l lorner was e l e c t e d  governor ,  and Edward J. Hughes 
was e l e c t e d  s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e .  I t h i n k  t h a t  i s  c o r r e c t .  

Q: Did you g e t  t o  know M r .  13arrett  v e r y  w e l l ?  

A: F a i r l y  w e l l .  I w a s  never  what you would s a y  c l o s e  t o  him. 1 was n o t  
a  member o f  t h e  Legion.  See,  I was o n l y  about  e l e v e n  y e a r s  o l d  when t h e  
f irst  World War o c c u r r e d ,  and t h e n  1 was about  t h i r t y - f i v e ,  1 t h i n k ,  when 
t h e  second World War w a s  on,  s o  I wasn ' t  i n  e i t h e r  war. 

Q :  How about  Edward Hughes. Did you have much a s s o c i a t i o n  with him? 

A: Not t o o  g r e a t .  That i s ,  he was a f r i e n d  o f  mine, bu t  1 was n e v e r  what 
you might say  c l o s e  t o  him. Goddam, I was j u s t  a k i d ,  twenty-seven, 
twenty-eight  y e a r s  o l d ,  and a damned s m a l l  f r o g  i n  a h e l l  of a b i g  puddle .  

Q: Yes, sir .  (chuck1"es) On t h i n g s  l i k e  g e t t i n g  l i c e n s e s  f a r  peop le  and 
t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g  from t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e .  Did you have much of 
t h a t  going on? 

A: Oh, y e s .  I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  Ed Hughes had s e r v e d  i n  t h e  Sena te  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  b e f o r e ,  and was a damned a b l e  man, and he and B a r r e t t  w e r e  b o t h  o f  
C a t h o l i c  f a i t h .  I t h i n k  i n  t h o s e  days ,  and perhaps  s t i l l  i s ,  t h e  a rch-  
b ishop of  Chicago always had I l l i n o i s  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  #1. That may s t i l l  
be t r u e .  I d o n ' t  know. Of course, any member o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  
governor and s o  on,  would have an  o f f i c i a l  number, The governor  had 
o f f i c i a l  # l  and s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e ,  1 t h i n k ,  o f f i c i a l  #2, and a u d i t o r  # 3 ,  
and t r e a s u r e r  414, and 1 t h i n k  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  #5, o r  something about  
i n  t h a t  o r d e r ,  and you had o f f i c i a l  l i c e n s e  p l a t e s .  Now, members of t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  why we had o f f i c i a l - - l i c e n s e  p l a t e  40-1 meant t h a t  I was t h c  
s e n a t o r  from t h e  40 th  d i s t r i c t  and 40-2, 40-3, and 40-4 went t o  t h e  
members of t h e  House of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from my d i s t r i c t .  And t h e n ,  i n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  h o t  dog, we were i s s u e d  a bronze star t o  pu t  on t h e  
f r o n t  and r e a r  of your c a r .  We were b i g  s h o t s !  ( l a u g h t e r )  A f t e r  I l e f t  
t h e  Sena te ,  why, I had mine s i l v e r - p l a t e d  and on t h a t  walnut s l a b  on my 
s h e l f  o v e r  t h e r e  i s  one of t h e  s i l v e r  s t a r s  I had. I don ' t  know what 



e v e r  happened t o  the o t h e r  one.  Underneath t h e  s t a r  i s  the narncp' ):i. 

t h a  is o f f  my S e n a t e  desk.  

Men: on ing  my Sena te  desk ,  i t  made me madder t h a n  h e l l .  ( l aughs)  i n  
t h o s  days  we had a  l i t t l e - - o h ,  t h r e e - f o o t  wide,  I guess--walnut r o l l t o p  
desk And, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  each s e n a t o r  had a  n i c e  walnut  l ~ ~ ~ h e r  
c h a i r .  It wasn ' t  a  f a n c y  one.  It was a  n i c e  c h a i r .  But,  l a t e r  on,  a  
Sena te  and House commission s p e n t  a l o t  of money and remodel led t l i e  

Sena te  and House chambers and g o t  u s  a  l i g h t e r  colored-- i t  wasn ' l  walnut ,  
pe rhaps  maple--larger desk ,  wasn ' t  a  r o l l t o p ,  e i t h e r .  And t h e n ,  t h a t ' s  
when t h e y  put: i n  microphones,  and t h e y  bought b e a u t i f u l  r e d - l e a t h e r  
c h a i r s ,  s w i v e l  c h a i r s ,  w i t h  a  h igh back,  and i t  had t h e  g r e a t  s e a l  of t h e  
S t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s  engraved on t h e  back of t h e  c h a i r .  Since  t h a t  t ime ,  nf 
c o u r s e ,  t h e y ' v e  re-done t h e  whole t h i n g  a g a i n .  

But t h e  o r i g i n a l  c h a i r s  we had i n  t h e r e ,  and desks ,  why, we were each  
given t h e  p r i v i l e g e  of buying o u r  desk and c h a i r ,  f o r ,  I t h i n k  about: 
twen ty- f ive  d o l l a r s .  Course,  t imes  were p r e t t y  ha rd  t h e n  s t i l l ,  bu t  I 
bought two 01 them. And t h e n ,  I had a  f e l l o w  t h a t  was s o r t  o f  an  a n t i q u e  
c o l l e c t o r  down i n  Cumberland County and I loaned  him one of them. He 
wanted it f o r  h i s  house.  He had a l o t  of walnut i n  h i s  house,  b e a u t i f u l .  
home. And I l o a n e d  him t h e  c h a i r ,  and I had t h e  remaining one around 
home somewhere, f o r  awhi le ,  but: now my son ,  J o e ,  who i s  now a judge,  has  
t h e  r o l l t o p  desk and c h a i r  down a t  h i s  home i n  h i s  den,  and my daughte r  
i n  Winnetka, why, s h e  and h e r  mother wanted t h c  o t h e r  one,  t o o .  When I 
t r i e d  t o  get: t h a t  back from t h a t  f e l l o w  down i n  Cumberland County--and 
h e  had d i e d  and i t  d i s a p p e a r e d .  

Q :  Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  Shoot.  

A: My w i f e ' s  madder t h a n  h e l l  about  i t ,  bu t  t h e r e  i s n ' t  a n y t h i n g  s h n  
can do about  i t .  

Q: About what y e a r  was t h a t  change made? Do you r e c a l l ?  

A: I would imagine about  1938 o r  1939. And, when I l e f t  t h e  Sena te ,  t h e n  
I d i d  my durndest - - I  thought  a f t e r  n i n e t e e n  y e a r s  i n  t h e  Sena te  t h a t  I 
should have--I d i d n ' t  g i v e  a  damn f o r  t h e  desk ,  I s u r e  wanted t h a t  b i g ,  
r e d - l e a t h e r  c h a i r ,  w i t h  t h e  s e a l  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  I l l i n o i s  on t h e  back of 
i t ,  f o r  my o f f i c e .  (pause)  But 1 d i d n ' t  mention t o  anybody t h a t  "1 would 
l i k e  t o  have i t ,  and nobody made a  s u g g e s t i o n ,  o r  o f f e r  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  
and I was too  damned proud t o  a s k  f o r  i t .  I 've always wanted t h a t  b u t  
d i d n ' t  g e t  i t .  

q :  In r ega rd  t o  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  r e l a t i o n s  . . . 
A: Danged now, don ' t  I s u r e  g e t  o f f  t h e  s u b j e c t !  

Q: I w a s  jus t - -yes ,  s i r .  

A: Ed Hughes, o c c a s i o n a l l y ,  from time-to-t ime--right a f t e r  T went i n  t h e  



Sena te ,  o r  s h o r t l y  a f t e r ,  T wanted l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  l i k e  everybody g e t s ,  
ancl i f  I had of put: my f o o t  down, why, I cou ld  have g o t t e n  a good one,  a 
r e a l  good one,  but  I d i d n ' t .  But 1 went down and t o l d  'ern T wanted one 
ancl they gave me I l l i n o i s  7975 and I ' v e  had t h a t  t o  t h i s  d a t e .  

Q :  Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. On t h e  o t h e r  c a r  wc have,  I g o t  JWF 51, because--1 d o n ' t  know 
why I wound up w i t h  t h a t  5 1  we g o t ,  But my son ,  when h e  g o t  t o  be grown, 
h c  wanted one and,  as  j u s t  l uck  would have i t ,  an o l d  roommate o f  h i s  
named Chamberlain was a p p o i n t e d  s e c r e t a r y  of s c a t e  and J o e  went up t h e r e  
t o  h i s  o l d  roommate and he g o t  4008, which i s  a  h e l l  of a n i c e  number. 

Q: Yes s ir .  

A: You always had t h e s e  f e l l o w s  t h a t  wanred l i c e n s e  p l a t e s  and you 'd  
g e t  'em a  good one and t h e y ' d  want one b e t t e r .  I had a  v e r y  good f r i e n d ,  
Raymond G r o l l  h e r e ,  who was always a s t r o n g  Democrat and a good f r i e n d .  
tle' s t h e  f e l l o w  t h a t  come o u t  w i t h  t h e  bow and arrow,  d u r i n g  that f o x  
k i l l i n g  e p i s o d e .  ( chuck les )  But he  t o l d  me one day he wanted one and I 
went up t o  t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ' s ,  and t h e y  s e t  one a s i d e  f o r  him which 
was a four-numbered p l a t e  ancl damned i f  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l e t  i t  s l i p  away--I 
f o r g e t  who was s e c r e t a r y  of s t a t e  a t  t h e  time--but, a t  any r a t e ,  t h e y  
were v e r y  a p o l o g e t i c  because ,  by t h a t  t i m e ,  I had a l o t  of c l o u t ,  you 
know, and t h e y  s a i d ,  "Well, d o n ' t  worry ,  John,  w e ' l l  t a k e  care of  you." 
And damned i f  G r o l l  d i d n ' t  end up w i t h  I l l i n o i s  p l a t e  number 503! 

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  (chuck les )  

A: And i t ' s  s t i l l  i n  t h e  f a m i l y .  H i s  son Robert  G r o l l  s t i l l  h a s  i t .  

Q: H e  ended up do ing  a  l o t  b e t t e r  t h a n  had been t h e  p l a n .  

A: Y e s ,  s i r .  
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A: Oh, I go t  q u i t e  a  few peop le  p l a t e s ,  four-number and five-number 
p l a t e s .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  anybody e v e r  o f f e r e d  me any money f o r  g e t t i n g  them 
one ,  and I know I n e v e r  p a i d  a n y t h i n g  f o r  do ing  i t ,  a l t h o u g h  T t h i n k  
Ed Hughes, o r  somebody, t o l d  m e  one t ime t h a t  a ~wo-number o r  t h r e e -  
number p l a t e  was worth  f i v e  thousand t o  one thousand d o l l a r s .  

Q: O h ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t .  

A: I meant t h e y  had been o f f e r e d  chat  f o r  them, bu t  I don ' t  t h i n k  Ed 
Hughes e v e r  took any of t h e i r  money. But, g e n e r a l l y ,  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  
would make a p o l i t i c a l  c o n t r i b u t i o n  whenever he o r  you r a n  f o r  o f f i c e  t h e  
n e x t  t ime. 



Q :  Yes, sir. 

A: Rut I goL p l a t e s  f o r  Republ icans  and Democrats a l i k e .  My c l i e n t e l e  
h a s  always been--hell ,  I have a s  many good Republ icans  as Democrats f o r  
c l . i e n t s .  My p o l i t i c s  h a s n ' t  a f f e c t e d  rny l a w  p r a c t i c e  one way o r  t h e  
o t h e r ,  1 d o n ' t  t h i n k .  

Q: You mentioncd John S t e l l e .  How wel l  d i d  you g e t  t o  know him? 

A: P r e t t y  w e l l .  John S t e l o l e  was a f o r c e f u l  f i g u r e .  You s e e ,  h e  was 
l i e u t e n a n t  governor under t h e  second term of  Horner.  Well ,  somewhere 
a l o n g   lie l ine--dur ing Horner 's f i r s t  term,  T helieve--Mayor K e l l y  got 
mad because l lorner  would n o t  do e v e r y t h i n g  h e  wanted and--at any r a t e ,  
Mayor Ke l ly  brought  o u t  the coroner  of Cook County, Doctor Rundeson, 
a g a i n s t  Horner i n  t k c  p r imary ,  and S t e l l e  backed him. 

Q: Backed t h e  d o c t o r ?  

A: Yep. Rut Hornor b e a t  t h e  t a i l  o f f  01 him. But S t e l l e  was e l e c t e d  
l i e u t e n a n t  governor  and,  when. Horner d i e d ,  S ~ e l l e  was governor  f o r  about 
a hundred days .  I n  t h a t  hundrcd days ,  why, q u i t e  a  few t h i n g s  happened. 

(1: Like what, s i r ?  

A:  W e l l ,  S t e l l e  put: i n  q u i t c  a  few o f  h i s  c l o s e  f r i e n d s ,  i n  o f f i c e ,  and  
f i r e d  a bunch o f  Horner ' s  c r o n i e s ,  a n d  q u i t e  a  Icw t h i n g s  w e r e  done t h a t  . 
. . might have been somewhat d i s c o l o r e d .  

A: Rut S t e l l e  was always a good f r i e n d  of mine and i t  got t o  be  embar- 
r a s s i n g ,  you Imow, because 1 was what you might ca l l ,  a  r e g u l a r  Democrat 
and I was v e r y  s t r o n g  f o r  Horner and S t e l l e  k i n d  of represented an 
independent  group. 

B u t  t h e n ,  S t e l l e  got i n  t h e  o i l  p l a y  i n  1 9 3 3  and S t e l l e  d i e d  a v e r y  
weal thy man, which he made i t  o u ~  or the o i l  p lay .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  h e  
made it orst of pol i t i c s .  And t h e n ,  he had  farming i n t e r e s t s .  But he 
was t h e  one t h a t  was mixed up i n  this o i l  p r o r a t i o n  law and h e  was 
a g a i n s t  t h e  o i l  p r o r a t i o n  l aw,  H e  ri.prcscntec1 t h e  l i t t l e  f e l l o w s ,  
indepcndcn ts ,  a s  a g a i n s t  t h c  CarLer O i l  Company and Texas Company and 
Pure O i l  Company. 

Q: How about Hugh Green? 

A: Hugh Creen from Jacksonville. . . . was a Republican m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r  
i n  t he  House. A v e r y  charming and vcry  Itonest a n d  v e r y  g e n t e e l  f e l l o w .  
1 knew him p r e t t y  w e l l .  H e  was a darned good f r i e n d  of mine, T thought .  
I s e r v e d  on some c o n ~ n ~ i t t e e s  w i L I l  him, cnmmissions, and I just--a love-  
a b l e  f e l l o w .  



Q: Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  t h i n g s  t h a t  he was pushing f o r ?  

A :  Well, he w a s  a lways wi th  me on t h e  fanr-to-market road l e g i s l a t i o n ,  
and he was a durned hones t  man, and h e  was a l e a d e r .  Now, t o  he an 
hones t  man and a  l e n d e r  sometimes w a s  hard  t o  do. But hc  was j u s t  a 
damned good guy t o  know, and t o  be a f r i e n d  o f ,  because he was a  s q u a r e  
s h o o t e r  a l l  t h e  way. 

Q: Yes. How about  Hugh Cross?  

A: Hugh Cross  w a s  l i e u t e n a n t  governor under t h e  Green a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  
and Hugh Cross ,  I always t h o u g h t ,  was a  p r e t t y  s q u a r e  f e l l o w  and hc was 
a good f r i e n d  01 mine, T always got a l o n g  wi th  him v e r y  w e l l .  He was 
from J e r s e y v i l l e  and one of my good f r i e n d s ,  M r s .  Mary Louise  Penwell-- 
s h e  and my w i f e  w e r e  i n  c o l l e g e  t o g e t h e r  at I l l i n o i s  Women's C o l l e g e ,  now 
MacMurray Collegc--she was from J e r s e y v i l l e  and s h e  w a s  q u i t e  an admire r  
o f  Hugh Cross .  And t h a t  may have been one o f  t h e  r e a s o n s  I go t  a l o n g  
w i t h  him w e l l .  

Had a funny t h i n g  o c c u r  one day.  A f t e r  probably  f i f t y  y e a r s  i n  e x i s -  
t e n c e ,  o v e r  w e s t  of T a y l o r v i l l c  i n  C h r i s t i a n  County i s  a  l i t t l e  
s e t t l e m e n t  c a l l e d  J e i s y v i l l e ,  J-E-I-S-Y-V-I-L-L-E. And t h e y  a p p l i e d  f a r  
some s o r t  of f e d e r a l  loan  on a p u b l i c  works job  o v e r  t h e r e  i n  J e i s y -  
v i l l e ,  and go t  t o  checking t h e  r e c o r d s  and found i t  had n e v e r  been 
l e g a l l y  i n c o r p o r a t e d .  A t  l e a s t ,  i t  n e v e r  got  E i led .  And they  comc o v e r  
h e r e  j u s t  a l l  h o t  and bo thered .  Sn I i n t r o d u c e d  a  h i l l  t o  v a l i d a t e  t h e  
i n c o r p o r a t i o n  o f  J e i s y v i l l e .  And t h e  s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Sena te  w a s  r e a d i n g  
t h e  b i l l s  when I i n t r o d u c e d  i t  and Hugh Cross  was on t h e  bench, I mcan 
he was p r e s i d i n g  a s  l i e u t e n a n t  governor i n  t h e  Sena te ,  and h e  jumped 
r i g h t  up and s topped e v e r y t h i n g  and "What t h e  d e v i l  was I doing t o  
J e r s e y v i l l c ? "  ( l a u g h t e r )  He'd never  heard  of J e i s y v i l l e .  He was q u i t e  
d i s t u r b e d .  

Q: Y e s ,  s ir .  

A :  But Hugh Cross  l e f t  t h e  Sena te  and t h e n  went t o  t h e ,  I t h i n k ,  I n t e r -  
S t a t e  Commerce Commission. I t h i n k  h e ' s  dead now, but  Hugh Cross  w a s  a  
genrleman and an  i n t e l l i g e n t  f e l l o w ,  and I n e v e r  seen  a n y t h i n g  but  h e  was 
hones t .  

H e  had a tumultuous t ime a t  one t i m e .  Rack i n  tlhe Green a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
i n  1940, t h e  Chicago boys were t r y i n g  t o  pur some s t u f f  through and 
c o u l d n ' t  g e t  by wi th  i t  and the  Chicago Democrats l e d  a f i l i b u s t e r .  And 
t h e y  t i e d  up t h e  work of t h e  Sena te  f o r ,  oh ,  a couple  of weeks. And t h e  
r u l e s  committee, which was a l l  Republ ican,  met and changed t h e  r u l e s  
whereby nobody cou ld  speak  more t h a n  f i v e  minu tes  e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  v o t e  
on a b i l l .  

When they  s t a r t e d  c a l l i n g  t h e  r o l l  on a n  amendment t o  a b i l l ,  f o r  
i n s t a n c e ,  why, t h e r e  was, w e ' l l  s a y ,  twenty Democrats, and everyone of  
them would g e t  up and make a speech e x p l a i n i n g  h i s  v o t e .  Someone would 



r e a d  t h e  B i b l e  and-for i n s t a n c e ,  t h e  l iepubl icans  would have 2 b i l l  on 
second r e a d i n g  and t h c  Democrats would amend t h e  b i l l  on t h e  f i r s t  
l i n e  by changing Lhe wording.  'J'hen, ycru would have t o  go t o  a  r o l l  c a l l  
on t h a t  and t h a t  was n a t u r a l l y  d e f e a t e d .  And then,  y o u ' d  s t a r t  and amend 
something on t h e  t h i r d  l i n e .  Well ,  you can imaginc,  t h e y  j u s t  t i e d  up 
e v e r y  t h ing .  

Hugh Cross  was runn ing  t h e  Sena te  and hc had a h e l l  o f  a timc t r y i n g  t o  
p r e s e r v e  o r d e r .  We had a  f e l l o w  from Chicago, Sena tor  Kic lminsk i ,  and 
h e  w a s  s e t t i n g  i n  t h e  f r o n t  row. H e  had  q u i t e  a h i t  of  s e n i o r i t y ,  HP 
had at1 e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  job ,  h e  w a s  warden of t l lc  House of De ten t ion ,  o r  
j a i l ,  i n  Chicago. And h e  w a s  art o l d  man, I presume P o l i s h ,  and he 
always c a r r i e d  a  heavy cane.  And, i n  t h o s e  days ,  we  had t h o s c  b i g  o l d  
heavy i n k w e l l s ,  t h a t  was on t h e  o l d  desks ,  ancl hc g o t  t ~ r r i b l y  c x c r c i s e d  
one day and t h r e a t e n e d ,  i n  t h e  caucus t h e  Democrats had ,  t h a t  he  was 
going t o  throw an  i n k w e l l  a t  t h e  p r e s i d i n g  o r f i c e r ,  L i e u t e n a n t  Governor 
Cross ,  and I g o t  up ancl I s a i d ,  "You do t h a t  and  I ' l l  be one o f  t h c  f i r s t  
f e l l o w s  t o  v o t e  t o  e x p e l  you from t h e  Sena t e . "  

A: Yes. Crea ted  q u i t e  a f l u r r y .  He nevcr  d i d  i t .  But Hugh Crnss had a 
rough t i m e  p r e s i d i n g  t h o s e  two o r  t h r e e  weeks d u r i n g  t h a t  f i l i b u s t e r ,  
b u t  k e p t  h i s  head p r e t t y  w e l l  and d i d  a s  good a job as  anybody cou ld ,  

Q :  Was he a p r e t t y  good l eader ' ?  

A: P r e t t y  good. ( p a u s e )  For a Republ ican,  T ' d  say  he was e x c e l l e n t .  
( l a u g h t e r  1 

Q: S i r ,  going back a g a i n  t n your i n i t i a l  s ta r t ,  we had mentioned banks 
a n d  banking.  You were a l s o  on 1-he committee on conLLngcnt t:xpr.nse, Did 
t h a t  amount t o  any t h i n g ?  

A: ( l a u g h s )  Dlidnvt amount t o  a  damn. + 

Q: I see. W h a t  was t h e  i n t e n d e d  purpose of  t h e  . . . 

A: We1 1 . . . c o n ~ i n g c u L  expense would hnvc Lo do w i t h  maybe s p e c i a l  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  You see ,  any b i l l  thac a p p r o p r i a t e d  money a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
went t o   he a p p r o p r i a t i o n  committee,  and t h e n  i t  might  be  r e f e r r e d  t o  
t h e  c o n t i n g e n t  expense commit t e e .  But  L don ' t r e c a l l  a n y t h i n g  g l a r i n g  
t h a t  e v e r  came up i n  t h a t  committee. 

Q: How abouc t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  and  economy . . . 
A: T h a t  damned committee, why, t h e y  just c r e a t e d  that com~ni t t e r  s o  as t o  
g i v e  me a  chairmanship .  

Q: Oh, I s e e .  



A: It d i d n ' t  amount t o  any th ing .  

Q: You d i d n ' t  have a n y t h i n g  t o  c h a i r ,  t h e n ?  

A:  W e  had th i r ty - some Democrats i n  t h e  Sena te  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  have 
enough committees t o  go around.  They j u s t  c r e a t e d  t h a t  and made m e  
Chairman and 1 don ' t  t h i n k  we had but  one b i l l ,  and I d o n ' t  remember 
what i t  was, r e f e r r e d  t o  i t .  I don'c t h i n k  we e v e r  had bu t  one meet ing.  

Q :  Well. ( . l .aughtcr)  

A :  It was j u s t  an honora ry ,  you might say  . . . 

Q: A l i t t l e  b i t  l a t e r ,  i n  1937, your second s e s s i o n ,  and you were on i t  
u n t i l  1940, t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  and m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  committee.  no you 
r e c a l l  any a c t i v i t y  t h e r e ?  

A: Y e s ,  some. Qui te  a b i t ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r .  

Q: Who were some of t h e  o t h e r  peop le  on i t  a t  t h a t  Lime? 

A: Oh, T cou ld  go get  a Blue Book. ( s t a r t s  t o  r i s e )  When was kha t?  -- 

Q: T h i s  was 1937 and 1940.  Oh, I d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t  i s  t h a t  impor tan t ,  s i r .  
Do you r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y  concerning m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i l e  
you were i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a t  any t i m e ?  

A :  Oh, you a l w a y s  had q u i t e  a  f e w  b i l l s  a f f e c t i n g  t h a t ,  and t h e y  would 
t a k e  up zoning,  and home r u l e  and . . . power t o  l e v y  taxes and appro- 
p r i a t e  money and . . . probably--oh, t h e y  always had a l o t  oE a c t i v i t y .  

Q: Was t h e r e  any o f  t h a t  a c t i v i t y  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f f e c t e d  i n  your  
d i s t r i c t ,  Pana . . . 
A: T - - w e l l ,  f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h i s  S e i s y v i l l c  v a l i d a t i o n ,  t h a t  n a t u r a l l y  
come b e f o r e  i t  and,  o f  course ,  nobody q u a r r e l e d  wi th  i t .  There w a s  
100 p e r c e n t  vo te  on i t .  But--just  one second. 

( t a p i n g  s topped  f o r  t e l e p h o n c  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e n  resumed) 

Q: W e  were t a l k i n g  about t h e  n l u n i c i p a l i t i e s  committee. I b e l i e v e  Tom 
K ~ a n e  served on t h a t  cormnittcc a t  one t ime. 

A: Yes. 

Q: WIiat do you remember about  Tam Keane? 

A: Well . . . I n e v e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  got  a l o n g  w i t h  Tom Keane. Tom 
Keane came down t h e r e  i n  1934. H i s  f a t h e r  was o s t e n s i b l y  a  b ig-shot  
p o l i t i c i a n  i n  Chicago. I always f e l t  t h a t  Tom Keane f e l t  t h a t  I was just 
a c o u n t r y  boy, which  i s  t r u e ,  oE c o u r s e ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  be reminded 



of i t  by anybody b u t  myse l f .  And h e  always c o n s i d e r e d  anybody, 1 t h i n k  
p a r t i c u l a r l y  from downsta te ,  as p r e t t y  much of a h i l l b i l l y  o r  h i c k  o r  a 
hayseed.  

But Tom Keane--well, t h e  f i r s t :  e x p e r i e n c e  1 had w i t h  him was when we were 
f i g h t i n g  on H o m e r ' s  i n s u r a n c e  code and h e  was t h e  one t h a t  l i n e d  up 
on beha l f  of t he  American s t o c k  companies and d e f e a t e d  it t h e  f i r s t  t i m e .  
I t  was i n  t h e  1934 r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n .  Then, o f  truurse, a s  1 t h i n k  I have 
s a i d  b e f o r e ,  i n  t h e  1936 s e s s i o n ,  why, t h e  American s t o c k  companies made 
a  d e a l  w i t h  E a r n e s t  Palmer,  t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  i n s u r a n c e ,  t h a t  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  
code t o  be i n t r o d u c e d  would p r o h i b i t  t h e  London Lloyds  from w r i t i n g  i n -  
s u r a n c e  i n  I l l i n o i s .  And Tom ICeane w a s  s t r o n g  f o r  the--voted s t r o n g  f o r  
i t  and made specckcs  f o r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  amended i n s u r a n c e  code.  

Z had sen ior i ty - -and  I n e v e r  thought  s e n i o r i t y  i n  Lhe I l l i n o i s  l e g i s l a -  
t u r e  amounted t o  a  damn. That i s ,  t h e  l o n g e r  you were t h e r e  t h a t  you 
h a d  s e n i o r i t y  but--you s e e ,  1 had s e n i o r i t y  o v e r  a l l  t h a t  group t h a t  went 
i n  i n  J a n u a r y  1935 because  I was sworn i n  immediately a f t e r  I was e l e c t e d  
t o  r i l l  a vacancy i n  November 01 1934. 

Q: Yes, s i r .  

A: So 1 had,  roughly ,  s i x  w e e k  s e n i o r i t y  o v e r  that: e n t i r e  group, bu t  
I round t h a t  Tom Keane go t  on t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee p r e t t y  fas t ,  not  
immediate ly ,  and hc  was on t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  committee,  and t h o s e  were 
two damned impor tan t  committees,  O f  course ,  t h e  good committees,  say ,  
i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  w a s  . . . j u d i c i a r y ,  and e v e r y  lawyer  was a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
a member. But t n  ge t  t o  be a member of t h e  e x e c u r i v e  committee o r  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  cormi t  t e e ,  t h o s e  w e r e  the two impor tan t  committees,  and,  
h e l l ,  Tom Keanc was on t h o s e  committees way ahead of t h e  t ime  1 went on. 

Q: How d i d  t h a t  come a b o u t ?  

A: Chicago ran t h e  Senate .  I n  t h e  1934 s e s s i o n ,  t h e  downsta te  r a n  t h e  
Sena te  b u t ,  from t h e n  on,  why, Chicago r a n  t h e  Sena te ,  t h e y  had t h e  
whiphand. 

Q: Who was t h c  pr imary l e a d e r  from Chicago? 

A: Well ,  f i r s t  was Richey Graham, who w a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  S e n a t e ,  and 
p r e s i d e d ,  of course ,  when t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  governor  w a s  a b s e n t ,  and t h e  
p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Sena te  handlcd a l l  appointments  t o  committees and ran 
the show. Richey Graham was t h e  son-in-law of  Anton Cermak, and then-- 
I don't: know what happened t o  Graham. 

The n e x t  one was Maypole, as I r e c a l l ,  and h e  w a s  s t r i c t l y  c i t y  h a l l .  
Vcry n i c e  f e l l o w ,  t r e a t e d  me very  d e c e n t l y ,  bu t  I n e v e r  d i d  go round 
c r y i n g  o r  b i t c h i n g  o r  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  r a i s e  h e l l .  I w a s  t oo  damned dumb 
t o  r e a l i z e  what w a s  happening.  



(2: Oh. ( c h u c k l e s )  

A: I t h i n k  1 could have g o t t e n  a long  f a s t e r  be ing  on committees b u t ,  
immodestly,  I was a p r e t t y  decent  f e l l o w  and  t r e a t e d  everybody w i t h  
r e s p e c t  and was k i n d l y .  They d i d n ' t  k i c k  me around iI  L r e a l l y  wanted 
something,  I w a s  n i ce  t o  everybody and I had a h e l l  nf a l o t  of I r i e n d s .  
Everybody t r e a t e d  me p r e t t y  n i c e l y ,  Republ icans  and Democrats a l i k e ,  

Q: Wel l ,  l c t ' s  s e e ,  Was t h e r e  anybody e l s e ,  up, say ,  Lo t h e  e a r l y  1 9 4 0 1 s ,  
o t h e r  t h a n  Mart in  Lohmann, from downsta te  on t h e  Democratic s i d e ?  

A :  Oh, y e s .  

Q: Who wcre Lhey? 

A: I n  1934, why,  t h e y  had . . . Hold t h e  phone a  second,  l e t  me . . . 
( t a p i n g  s topped f o r  r e f e r e n c e  t o  copy of - Blue -- Book, t h e n  resumed) 

A: See,  i n  1934, which w a s  t h e  s e s s i o n  1 j o i n e d  when 1 was e l e c t e d ,  t h e y  
had 33 Democrats and 18 Kepub.Licans and,  of t h a t  bunch--now, t u r n  h e r  
o f f  a second.  

( t a p i n g  s topped f o r  f u r t h e r  r e f e r e n c e ,  t h e n  resumed on next  t a p e )  
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A: T h i r t y - t h r e e  Democrats. There  was 1 9  from downsta te  and,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  
t h e  Democrats got  wise t o  themselves  and,  immediately b e f o r e  t h e  1935 
s e s s i o n  convened, t h e y  had a meet ing o v e r  a t  t h e  S t .  Nick Hote l  of t h e  
Democrats t h a t  were from downstace. That meet ing was l e d  by S e n a t o r s  
Louis  0 .  Williams from C l i n t o n ,  Harry  C . S t u t t l e  from T A i t c h f i e l d ,  and 
Raleigh Shaw of Lawrencev i l l e ,  a n d  t h e y  s a i d ,  "To h e l l  w i t h  t h i s  l e t t i n g  
Chicago run t h e  show." Now, a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  why, a t  t h e  g e n e r a l  caucus  
o f  a l l  t h e  Democrats, why, Sena tor  Lou Will iams of C l i n t o n ,  a f o r c e f u l  
f i g u r e  and a b l e  man, was e l e c t e d  p r e s i d e n t  pro  tern, and t h e  Chicago 
Democrats j u s t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  a t  a l l .  But . . . s e e ,  up t o  that  t ime,  
t h e y  had had a l l  t h e  chairmanships  and e v e r y t h i n g  h u t  t h e n ,  by 1937, i t  
had swung back o v e r  and t h e  Chicago Democrats had t h e  v o t e s  t o  e l e c t  
Maypole a s  p r e s i d e n t  pro  tem. 

(>: What made t h e  d i f f e r e n c e ?  Was t h e r e  a d e c r c a s e  i n  number of dawn- 
s ta te  . . . 

A :  Decrease o f  downsta te  Democrats and i n c r e a s e  i n  Chicago. See,  always 
b e f o r e ,  t h e  Democrats i n  t h e  Sena te  were from Chicago, most of them, and, 
i n  1932,  why, t h e r e  was a  l o t  of downsta te  Democrats were e l e c t e d .  Then, 
i n  t h e  1936 e l e c t i o n ,  why, some of t h e  downsta te  Democrats f e l l  o f f  and 



Chicago i n c r e a s e d  and t h e n ,  i n  t h e  1940  e l e c t i o n ,  w11t.n Dwight Grecn 
w a s  e l e c t e d  governor ,  why, t h e r e  was o n l y  two downslate Democrats e l e c t e d ,  
namely Mar t in  Lohman of Pekin and myself .  And . . . we d i d n ' t  have  t o o  
darned many downstate Democrats f rorn t h c r e  on.  The downstate Democrats 
n e v e r  c o n t r o l l e d  t h e  Sena te  excep t  i n  t h e  1935 s e s s i o n .  

Q: Were t h e r e  any i s s u e s  t h a t  came up where you and M r .  Lohmann worked 
t o g e t h e r  t o  g e t  something done? 

A: We, were t o g e t h e r  on darned n e a r  e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q: Was t h e r e  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  you pushed t h a t  Chicago w a s  n o t  pushing t h a t  
you had s u c c e s s  with? 

A: I don't: t h i n k  Chicago k i c k e d  u s  around v e r y  much, bccause  they needed 
u s  t o  h e l p  o u t .  Marty Lohmann was j u s t  about l i k e  mysel f , He was 
r e a s o n a b l y  q u i e t  and decen t  t o  everybody,  everybody loved  him, and most 
everybody loved  o r  l i k e d  me, Republ jcans  and Dcmocracs. I r a t h e r  
a n t i c i p a t e  t h a t  I had more c l o u t  t h a n  Lohmann because ,  number one,  J 
could perhaps  make a b e t t e r  speech t h a n  h e  could .  Second, I had l e g a l  
t r a i n i n g ,  and--I'm immodest, because  I am no t  t o o  damned b r i g h t ,  never  
was, b u t  I could  make a f a i r  speech,  p r e t t y  f a i r .  I n  f a c t ,  1 b e l i e v e  
t h a t ,  o t h e r  than t h e  Negro s e n a t o r ,  1 could make a  h e l l  of  an e n ~ o t i o n a l  
speech  i n  t h o s e  days ,  and burn t h e i r  t a i l .  

Q: Do you remember any of t h o s e  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t h a t  . . . 
A: Oh, no,  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r .  ( l aughs)  I remember one th ing  t h a t  was 
funny a s  h e l l .  They had Sena tor  T .  Mac Downing ol: Macomb, who was 
chairman of  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  committee a t  one time d u r i n g  Green 's  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and a n  a w f u l l y  f i n e  gentleman and my v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d .  
I had always t a k e n  p a r t  i n  sponsor ing  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  handicapped 
peop le .  It first came about--when I went i n ,  t h e r e  was a  d i v i s i o n  01 
e d u c a t i o n  and r e h a b i l i t a t i o n ,  I t h i n k  o f  t h e  department of p u b l i c  
w e l f a r e ,  t o  which we a p p r o p r i a t e d  money t o  h e l p  peop le  who were c r i p p l e d ,  
purchase  them a r t i f i c f a l  l imbs ,  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  IIandicapped c h i l d r e n  
needed h e l p ,  too .  And 1 found o u t  t h a t  t h e  money a p p r o p r i a t e d  wouldn' t  
amount t o  v e r y  much. And I t h i n k  I was t h e  f i r s t  one t o  f i g u r e  o u t  t h a t  
t h e y  c o u l d  buy h e a r i n g  a i d s  f o r  peop le ,  t h a t  was one of t h e  t h i n g s .  K t  
any r a t e ,  I g o t  t o  t a k i n g  q u i t e  an i n t e r e s t  i n  that. 1 was a member of 
t h e  Elks Club t h e n  and invo lved  i n  t h e i r  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n ' s  work, and 
a member of t h e  Shr ine  and took a more t h a n  a c t i v e  i n r e r e s t  i n  t h e  
c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n ' s  h o s p i t a l s .  So, I sponsored an i d e a  of s u b s t a n t i a l l y  
i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n .  

The head woman i n  my a r e a ,  i n  t h a t  d i v i s i o n ,  was a l a d y ,  name of 
Richardson,  from S h e l b y v i l l e ,  who was a Republ ican,  and I remember-a 
damned good woman--and I remember one t h i n g .  When t h e y  t r i e d  t o  f i r e  h e r  
when Stevenson went i n ,  I blocked that becausc  s h e  was doing such  a n  
e x c e l l e n t  j o b .  



A t  any rate ,  I i n t r o d u c e d  a b i l l  t n  a p p r o p r i a t e ,  1 t h i n k ,  $2,000,000 
f o r  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r c n  work, o r  l o r  a i d  t o  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n ,  and a i d  t o  
handicapped.  And, f o r  some r e a s o n ,  Governor Dwight Green g o t  o f f  on 
t h e  wrong h o r s e  and h c  i n s t r u c t e d  Sena tor  Xlowning, as chairman of  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  committee,  t o  keep t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  
r e h a h i l i t a t i o n  low. When i t  came up i n  c o m i t t e e ,  I o f f e r e d  an amend- 
ment t o  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s c  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  and Mac t r i e d  t o  p u t  
t h e  screws t o  i t  and I made a speech--was a member o f  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  
committee a t  t h a t  ~ime--and i t  went through w i t h  t h e  amendment, recom- 
mended t h a t  i t  "do pass.I t   he n e x t  day, why, i t  came up i n  t h e  Sena te  
f o r  t h e  approva l  of t h e  amendment and Mac Downing made a motion t o  s t r i k e  
my amcndment . 
Along i n  May 
come down t o  
l a t u r e  o p e r a  

o r  June ,  t h e  h i g h  s c h o o l s  would have t h e i r  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s  
S p r i n g f i e l d  and see t h e  s i g h t s ,  and watch how t h e  l e g i s -  

t ed .  And Chey would wander i n t o  t h e  Sena te  balcony.  I f  
t h e y  were from a h igh  s c h o o l  i n  your  d i s t r i c t ,  you would be p e r m i t t e d ,  
on a p o i n t  o f  p e r s o n a l  p r i v i l e g e ,  t o  ge t  up and i n t r o d u c e  t h e  h i g h  
scl-tool c l a s s  and everybody worlld app laud ,  you know, and, o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  
got you some v o t e s .  You hoped. 

W e l l ,  j u s t  as l u c k  would have i t ,  on t h e  day t h a t  t h i s  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n  
b i l l  came back from t h e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  c o m i t t e e  wi th  a recommendation 
t l do pass , "  a s  amended by me, why, h e r e  was about  two hundred s t u d e n t s  
from Macomb High School  who wandered i n t o  t h e  Sena te  g a l l e r y ,  and K'3c 
Downing w a s  going t o  i n t r o d u c e  ' e m  soon a s  h e  had a chance.  ( l a u g h s )  
So, t h e  b i l l  came up w i t h  committee r e p o r t s  and h e r e  w a s  m y  amendment, 
w i t h  t h e  recommendation t h a t  it be adopted.  Mac made a motion t o  t a b l e  
my amendment and I go t  up and I made a  speech  about  c r i p p l e d  c h i l d r e n  
and handicapped peop le .  Wel l ,  any damned i d i o t ,  you know, can make a n  
emot iona l  speech on t h a t .  And 1 was f e e l i n g  my o a t s  and I made a  h e l l  
of a speech.  And L i b o n a t i ,  s i t t i n g  n e x t  t o  me--course, Libby was always 
good f o r  a speech,  t o o .  And, a s  I say ,  I t a l i a n  peop le  are v e r y  emot iona l ,  
and Libby j o i n e d  me and  h e  cu t  l o o s e .  And h e r e  w a s  poor o l d  Mac Downing 
s i t t i n g  o v e r  t h e r e  and had t o  speak a g a i n s t  us .  And h e r e ' s  two hundred 
of h i s  c o n s t i t u e n t s  s i t t i n g  i n  t h e  balcony.  ( l a u g h t e r )  But,  o f  course ,  
we  k icked  him i n  t h e  t e e t h  awfu l  f a s t .  

0 :  Y e s  s i r .  

A: And, a f t e r  it: was o v e r  wi th  and h e ' d  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e s e  k i d s  and 
t h e y ' d  walked o u t ,  perhaps  d i s i l l u s i o n e d  w i t h  t h e i r  s e n a t o r ,  Mac came 
o v e r  t o  mc and he s a y s ,  "John, a i n ' t  that: t h e  goddamdest t h i n g ! "  H e  
s a y s ,  "That would have t o  come up with  these k i d s  from my d i s t r i c t  t a k i n g  
i t  a l l  lin." It was f u n n i e r  than t h e  d e v i l .  

Q: Did your amendment go through okay, then?  

A: Oh, h e l l  yes .  

Q: He c o u l d n ' t  do much about  i t ?  



A :  It went: through about  49 t o  1, something l i k e  t h a t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  
It was a h e l l  o f  a t h i n g  t o  happen t o  him. And I d i d n ' t  know who t h e  
k i d s  i n  t h e  balcony were o r  I ' d  have asked  him t o  h o l d  t h a ~  f o r  a 
minute .  I dkdn? want t o  h u r t  Mac any. H e l l  of a n i c e  f e l l o w .  

Q: S i r ,  t h e r e  were some o t h e r  peop le  t h e r e .  One was Kar raker ,  f o r  
example . . . 
A: Wallace Kar raker .  Ra ther  i n t e r e s t i n g .  Wallace Kar raker  was a 
Senator  Irom Union County down a t  Anna-Jonesboro. Come from an  o l d  
l i n e ,  hones t  as t h e  day i s  l o n g ,  t e n a c i o u s ,  and h e  could  make a h e l l  o f  
a speech,  and was a  hell of  a n i c e  I c l l o w .  Wally Kar raker  was an a b l e  
man. T t h i n k  he  was d e f e a t e d ,  o r  d i d n ' t  clioose t o  run ,  i n  1940,  
bccause  Wally had a h e l l  of  a  law b u s i n e s s  a t  Anna. 

Q: What about  Walker B u t l e r ?  

A :  Some peop le  thought  he w a s  awful  h a r d  t o  g e t  a l o n g  w i t h .  I never  had 
any t r o u b l e  wirh  Walker B u t l e r .  He handled t h e  B u t l e r  b i l l s  i n v o l v i n g  
Caxat ion,  the e q u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t a x e s .  Rut h e  was a darned c a p a b l e  man, 
and L a lways got  a long  w i t h  him f i n e .  I k  w a s  b r i l l i a n t ,  damned s i g h t  
s m a r t e r  than  I e v e r  was, bu t  an  a w f u l l y  good man. 

Q: You s a y  h e  was behind t h e  B u t l e r  b i l l s ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: What were they  doing? What wcrc t h e  b i l l s  f o r ?  

A: P r e t t y  much e q u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t a x a t i o n  and puCting on t a x i n g  l i m i t s .  

Q: E v i d e n t l y  t h e r e  was s t i l l  a  c o n s i d e r a b l e  problem w i t h  e q u a l i z a t i o n  o f  
assessments  a t  a l a t e r  time. Was t h i s  p a r t  of i t ?  

A: A l o t  o f  t h a t  came from a  s i t u a t i o n  such as when unit s c h o o l  d i s -  
t r i c t s  w e r e  c r e a t e d  and t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s  took i n  t e r r i t o r y  ex tend ing  
o v e r  i n t o  s e v e r a l  c o u n t i e s .  For i n s t a n c e ,  Pana d i s t r i c t .  W e  had Shelby 
County k i d s  and Montgomery County k i d s ,  a s  w e l l  as C h r i s t i a n  County k i d s ,  
and h e r e  you would f i n d  t h a t  a  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  t h a t  was on a county l i n e ,  
b u t  a l l  i n  t h e  Pana u n i t  d i s t r i c t ,  would b e  v a l u e d  a t ,  w e ' l l  say,  a t  
$200 a n  a c r e  i n  C h r i s t i a n  County and,  r i g h t  n e x t  t o  i t ,  j u s t  a s  good l a n d  
b u t ,  o v e r  i n  Shelby County, i t  would o n l y  be va lued  a t  $100 an  a c r e  f o r  
t a x  purposes .  That w a s  one t h i n g  t h e  B u t l e r  b i l l s  were concerned w i t h .  

And then--I j u s t  d o n ' t  remember t h e  o t h e r  t e c h n i c a l  t h i n g s ,  bu t  t h e r e  
was a l s o  a s i t u a t i o n  of i n e q u i t i e s  i n  township v a l u a t i o n s  i n  t h e  same 
county,  which were p a r t i a l l y  cured by the  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  s u p e r v i s o r  of 
assessments  l a w  t o  e q u a l i z e  assessments  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  townships of a  
county.  L e t ' s  say ,  i n  Pana Township, t h e  a s s e s s o r  i s  q u i t e  a p o l i t i c i a n  
who keeps  t h e  assessment: low, and h e r e ' s  an  a s s e s s o r  o v e r  i n ,  w e ' l l  say ,  
i n  Rosamond Township who i s  v e r y  hones t  and v a l u e s  p r o p e r t y  n e a r e r  i t s  



f a i r  market v a l u e ,  and you would have d i s p a r i t y  i n  a s s e s s o r s  v a l u a t i o n  
r i g h t  i n  your  own county.  The s u p e r v i s o r  of asscssmcnt law, whereby a 
man was a p p o i n t e d  t o  work through t h e  county board  of review i n  e q u a l i -  
z i n g  township  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  t h a t  caused a h e l l  of a s t i n k .  The B u t l e r  
b i l l s  he lped  c u r e  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .  

And t h e n ,  the  B u t l e r  b i l l s ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  i n c l u d e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  whereby 
c e r t a i n  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  d i d n ' t  s h a r e  i n  c c r t n i n  s t a t e  t a x  funds  u n l e s s  
t hey  l e v i e d  up t o  c e r t a i n  l i m i t s .  T h e  B u t l e r  b i l l s  were f i r s t  des igned 
p a r t i c u l a r l y  f o r  Chicago, I t h i n k ,  but  i t  a f f c c t c d  downsta te .  

Q: Did t h e y  go i n t o  p c r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x a t i o n ?  

A: Well, we always had an argument about  t h a t .  The downs ta te r s  f e l t  
t h a t  Chicago was always a s k i n g  fo r  a  f r e e  r i d e  and took  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  
I I Damn i t ,  up i n  Chicago, you d o n ' t  l e v y  o r  c o l l e c t  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  
t a x e s , "  and downsta te  d i d .  A l o t  o f  weal thy people ,  o r  peop le  wi th  
p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t ,  p robab ly  never  got  a  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x  b i l l .  They 
had i n f l u e n c e  w i t h  t h e  Chicago c i t y  h a l l .  !hen t h e  s t a t e  income tax, 
when t h a t  passed ,  d u r i n g  Governor O g i l v i e ' s  term, t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d i d  
away w i t h  a l l  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y  t a x e s  i n  I l l i n o i s .  

Q: You mentioned t h e  c o n s o l i d a t i o n  o f  s c h o o l s  b i l l .  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  
o c c u r r e d  i n  1947. 

A: W a s  t h a t  when it w a s ?  I ' d  f o r g o t t e n .  

(2: Y e s .  What w a s  t h e  impact h e r e  i n  your d i s t r i c t  of c o n s o l i d a t i o n ?  Was 
i t  wel l - rece ived ,  o r  . . . 

A: I t h i n k  so .  It was a  good i d e a ,  These was a l o t  of b i t c h i n g  went on.  
Country peop le ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  have t o  send t h e i r  
k i d s  t o  town i n  a s c h o o l  bus ,  l e a v e  a t  seven o r  s e v e n - t h i r t y  i n  t h e  
morning and g e t  home l a t e  i n  t h e  a f t e r n o o n .  A t  t h a t  t ime ,  I sponsored 
a propos i t ion- -d idn ' t  g e t  o f f  the  ground--whereby road  d i s t r i c t s  would 
have a s  t h e i r  boundar ies ,  n o t  township l i n e s  h u t  community school 
d i s t r i c t  l i n e s .  You s e e ,  t h e  t h e o r y  o f  t h e  u n i t  schoo l  d i s t r i c t s  was t o  
b r i n g  a l l  t h e  k i d s  i n  t h e  a r e a  around Pana i n t o  Pana. Along w i t h  t h a t ,  
you had t o  have r o a d s  t h a r  schoo l  b u s e s  could  o p e r a t e  on. My farm-to- 
market road b i l l  he lped  o u t  a  l o t  a t  t h a t .  But my t h e o r y  was t h a t ,  if 
you were going t o  have a r t e r i a l  r o a d s ,  you might s a y ,  t h a t  would s e r v e  
t h e  schoo l  buses ,  why n o t  have one road  d i s t r i c t  and commissioner of 
highways f o r  each u n i t  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t r  area. And, of course ,  t h a t  was 
m e t  w i t h  a very  c o l d  r e c e p t i o n .  

Q: Why? 

A: Well ,  h e l l .  I n  Pana, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  we've go t  t h e  Pana Township road 
commissioner,  and a  road  commissioner f o r  Locust  Township, and f o r  
Assumption Township, and p a r t  of Greenwood Township, I t h i n k ,  i s  i n  i t ,  
i n  C h r i s t i a n  County. Then you've g o t  p a r t  o f  Audubon Township i n  



Montgomery County.  Oconee, Tower H i l l ,  H e r r i c k ,  and Cold Spr ings  
townsh ips  i n  Shelby County, p a r t s  of which send k i d s  t o  t h e  Pana u n i t  
s c h o o l s .  And t h o s e  v a r i o u s  road  c o m ~ i s s i o n e r s  j u s t  weren ' t  d e s i r o u s  of  
b e i n g  v o t e d  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s .  

(2: I see. 

A :  1 w a s  on a commission t h a t  went up t o  Wisconsin and s t u d i e d  t h e i r  
r o a d  system.  And S e n a t o r  Simon Lan tz ,  1 t h i n k ,  was chairman. We 
r e n t e d  a bus ,  along w i t h  some t e n  o r  twelve s e n a t o r s  and r e p r e s e n t a -  
L ives ,  and drove up t h c r e  and s p e n t  a coup le  o f  days up i n  Wisconsin,  
m e t  w i t h  t h e  governor  and t h e  highway a u t h o r i t i e s  and road commissioners 
and s o  on. 

What t h e y  do i n  Wisconsin ,  t h e y  have p r c t t y  much t h e  same i d e a s  T. had 
proposed.  They had a method o f  u r i l i z i n g  t h e i r  road b u i l d i n g  equipment 
t h a t  I l i k e d .  Here i n  Pana Township, we'd have a n  expens ive  b u l l d o z e r  
and a road  m a i n t a i n e r  and t r u c k .  A~surnp t~ ion  Township would have t h e  
same and Kosamond Township would have  t h e  same and Locust  Township would 
have t h e  same and s o  on, and t h e y  may no t  use some of t h e  equipment mom 
t h a n  thirty days a year. But, up i n  Wisconsin,  t h e  county  owns a l l  the 
equipment.  The county  does  all t h e  road  b u i l d i n g  and t h e y  would u s e  
t h e i r  b i g  heavy machines t h a t  c o s t  many thousands  o f  d o l l a r s ,  a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  b i g  snowplows, th roughout  a l l  L o w s h i p s ,  and SO on.  I f  a township 
i n  Wisconsin wants  a new road b u i l t ,  chey  h i r e  t h e  county  t o  do i t .  The 
coun ty  owns a l l  t h e  equipment,  and t h a t  expens ive  p i e c e  o f  equipment will 
be i n  u s e  p robab ly  100 t o  200 days a y e a r .  Wllcreas, i n  a township ,  i t  
may n o t  be used 30 days i n  a y e a r .  

Well., t h e  Farm Bureau was s t r o n g  f o r  i t ,  t i l l  i t  s t a r t e d  c a t c h i n g  l r e l l  
from Local peop le  and t h e  b i l l  j u s t  never  g o t  o f f  t h e  ground. (cllurlclcs) 
(hod idea  bu t  i t  w o u l d n V  work p o l i t i c a l l y .  

Q: Where d i d  it g e t  t o  i n  t h e  Sena te?  

A: I t  d i d n ' t  g e t  o u t  of committee. 

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  Which committee d i d  i t  wind up i n ?  

A: I t h i n k  i t  was t h e  r o a d s  and highways committee,  b u t  . . . 
Q: Who i n  t h e  coumi t t ee  was i n s t r u n i e n t a l  i n  s t o p p i n g  i t ?  

A: P r a c t i c a l l y  everybody. 

' Q :  Oh. (chuck les )  

A: Well ,  you can see, as t o  m e ,  T a lmos t  l o s t  a l l  my road  commissioners 
as f r i e n d s .  

Q: Yes. And a l l  t h e  rest o f  t h e  people w e r e n ' t  abou t  t o  do tharr e i t h e r .  

I 



A :  N o t  by a  h e l l  o f  a l o t .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  

A: never--well ,  I always had t h e  approval--1 was always recommended 
f o r  r e e l e c t i o n  by the I l l i n o i s  Farm Bureau,  but: . . . i t ' s  go t  a  l o t  of 
p o l i t i c s  i n  i t ,  too.  1 n e v e r  w i l l  f o r g e t  t h e  t i m e ,  under  Stevenson,  that 
Sena tor  Connors and I were working on i n c r e a s i n g  t r u c k  l i c e n s e  f e e s  and 
t h e  gas  tax. And a l l  t h e  t r u c k e r s  were v e r y  much a g a i n s t  i t  and  were 
w i e l d i n g  a p r e t t y  heavy c l u b .  And we a lmos t  had t h e  v o t e s  t o  g e t  i t  o v e r  
and t h e  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  Farm Bureau--Shurnan a t  S u l l i v a n  w a s  p r e s i d e n t  
of  t h e  Fami Bureau--and he had promised t h e  governor  and me t h a t ,  at t h e  
p r o p e r  t ime,  h e  would g e t  word o u t  t o  a l l  t h e  county Farm Bureau l e g i s -  
l a t i v e  commirtees t o  c o n t a c t  t h e i r  s e n a t o r s  and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  t o  v o t e  
f o r  i t .  Well, Shuman g o t  a w f u l l y  busy i n  Washington r i g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  
l a s t  days o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  s o  I remember g e t t i n g  up about  f o u r  o ' c l o c k  
on a Sunday morning, about t h r e e  o r  f o u r  days  before  t h e  J u l y  l dead- 
l i n e ,  and I was on h i s  d o o r s t e p  a t  f i v e - t h i r t y  i n  t h e  morning. H e  had 
j u s t  g o t t e n  i n  from o u t  e a s t ,  o r  somewhere, and h e  came o u t  i n  h i s  
pajamas and bedroom s l i p p e r s ,  and h e  s a i d ,  "John, there w i l l  be a t e l e -  
gram go o u t  tomorrow t o  e v e r y  county Farm Bureau l e g i s l a t i v e  cornmitPee 
membcr t h a t  wc want t h i s  b i l l  passed."  hnd I s a i d ,  "Tomorrow is n o t  
e a r l y  enough. I ' d  l i k e  i t ,  going o u t  today." Well ,  h e  c o u l d n ' t  do t h a t .  
1 d o n ' t  know, bu t  1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  any t e l e g r a m  was e v e r  s e n t ,  because  he  
had so  many peop le  t h a t  were r i d i n g  h i s  t a i l  a g a i n s t  a l l  o r  p a r t  of  t h e  
program. 01 c o u r s e ,  two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  why, we d i d  get  t h e  i n c r e a s e  
i n  t r u c k  l i c e n s e  f e e s  and i n c r e a s e  i n  gas  t a x  b i l l s  passed.  But every-  
body i s  a  p o l i t i c i a n .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  S i r ,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  war,  t h e r e  was a major s u r p l u s  a t  
thaC t i m e  which was going t o  be p u t  i n t o  p u b l i c  works throughout  t h e  
s t a t e .  Do you r e c a l l  t h a t  s i t u a t i o n ?  

A: Yes, t o  a c e r t a i n  e x t e n t .  I d o n ' t  remeniber a n y t h i n g  p a r t i c u l a r ,  
maybe you can remind me of  something,  bu t  . . . 
Q: Well ,  1 w a s  j u s t  wondering i f  t h e r e  a r e  any of t h o s e  p r o j e c t s  which 
o c c u r r e d  i n  your  d i s t r i c t .  Were t h e r e  any t h a t  you worked f o r  t o  have 
o c c u r  i n  your d i s t r i c t ?  

A: Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  I d o n ' t  know. 1 was always t r e a t e d  a w f u l l y  w e l l  
on t h e  roads 7 wanted b u i l t ,  improved, o r  s o  on.  AEter 1 went out-- 
s e e ,  I w a s ,  i n  p a r t ,  d e f e a t e d  by t h e  damned "over t h e  road" road  b u s t i n g  
t r u c k e r s  who r a i s c d  q u i t e  a fund t o  d e f e a t  m e .  But, a t  any rate, t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  went th rough ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e i r  t r u c k  l i c e n s e  fees and s o  on,  
bu t  i t  d i d n ' t  go through w i t h  t h e i r  l icenses  a s  h i g h  as t h e y  shou ld  have 
been. T e c h n i c a l l y ,  t h e  h e a v i e s t  ones  shou ld  have been taxed about  $3000 
a y e a r ,  and I t h i n k  t h e  t o p  f i g u r e  under t h e  law w e  were a b l e  t o  get: 
th rough  was o n l y  about  $1500 o r  something l i k e  that. 

But ,  a f t e r  t h a t ,  a f t e r  T went o u t ,  the--I d o n ' t  know why, b u t  T suspect  



i t  may be because  everybody was r e e l i n g  s a d  f o r  poor o l d  Fribley--and, 
wi thou t  m e  doing a damned t h i n g ,  t h e  s t a t e  highway depar tment  widened 
and b lack topped  Route 51  frotn Moweaqua on s o u t h  t o  Ramsey. They b lack-  
topped and widened from Pana down t o  Nokomis on Route 1 6  and s t r a i g h t e n e d  
and widened Route 29  from Pana o v e r  th rough  T a y l o r v i l l e  t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  
and t o  S h e l b y v i l l e  on t h e  e a s t  and,  h e l l ,  i f  any c x - s e n a t o r ' s  c o n s t i t u e n -  
cy was e v e r  t r e a t e d  awful  good, mine was. And I was r a t h e r  amazed t o  see 
i t  happen, because  I j u s t  d i d n ' t  have my hand i n  i t .  

(7: What about  pa t ronage  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t :  h e r e ?  What p a t r o n a g e  d i d  you 
have t o  d i s p e n s e ?  

A: Not v e r y  much. You s c c ,  t he  Democrats went i n  i n  1934, o r  1932 ,  and 
we had a  county chairman t h a t  w a s  a durned good one.  h l o t  o f  peop le  
d i s l i k e d  him. But T d i d n ' t  gu  i n  u n t i l  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  1934 and most 
O K  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  jobs were a l r e a d y  a s s i g n e d  b e f o r c  I g o t  t h e r e .  In  
g e n e r a l ,  peop le  t h a t  got  j o b s  t h e r e a f t e r  were supposed t o  g e t  my okay, 
The county chairman would p i c k  them o u t  and t h e n  ask me i f  t h e y  w e r e  
okay,  but  h e  d i d n ' t  do t h a t  a l l  of t h e  t ime .  And pa t ronage ,  f r a n k l y ,  was 
a  p a i n  i n  t h e  backs ide .  

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Recause,  f o r  e v e r y  job  g iven ,  thcrc  were t e n  peop le  who wanted i t .  
Everybody was broke.  In t h o s e  days, t h e s e  s e c r e t a r i e s  and t y p i s t s  and 
so  on,  1: t h i n k  t h e y  got $90 a month and . . . by Cod, t h a t  w a s  something 
t o  behold.  A 1 1  of t h e s e  s e c r e t a r i e s  were f r i e n d l y  and I think t h e y  
wanted t o  h e l p  our d l .  t h e y  cou ld  a t  e l e c t i o n  t ime ,  and t h e y  d i d ,  but  
t h e y  used t o  g r i p e  about  anybody t h a t ' s  g o t  a job .  For i n s r a n c e ,  a 
secretary would g e t  a j o b  and go t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  and l i v e  up t h e r e  and 
everybody else was jeal .ous a s  h e l l .  But,  i f  s h e  would come down t h e  day 
b e f o r c  t h e  e l e c t i o n  and t r y  L o  work f o r  you, s h e  d i d  you j u s t  about as 
much harm a s  she  d i d  good, because  s o  many were j e a l o u s  of  h e r .  And I 
j u s t  informed them, "Instlead 01 coming o u t  t o  work f o r  m e ,  just: w r i t e  
t o  your v e r y  c l o s e  f r i e n d s  and your fami ly . "  You see, t h e y  went up there, 
t h o s c  were t h e  days of c o t t o n  s t o c k i n g s  and s o  on,  and t h e y ' d  come back 
w i t h  s i l k  s t o c k i n g s  on,  and h fgh  h e e l s ,  and a new f u r  c o a t ,  and t h e  g i r l s  
a t  home d i d n ' t  have i t .  Well, you know, t h e y  w e r e n ' t  v e r y  sympathe t i c  
t o  h e r  wishes .  

Q: Y e s ,  s i r .  

A: I ' m  u s i n g  t h a t  as j u s t  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  i l l u s t r a t i o n .  

Q: Yes. R igh t .  

A: But i t  e x i s t e d .  

I n e v e r  had v e r y  much t o  do w i t h  pa t ronage .  I s topped  a  few, b u t  as 
f a r  as g e t t i n g  j o b s ,  I never  go t  v e r y  many j o b s .  



Q: You s ay  you  s t o p p e d  a few? 

A: W e l l ,  y e s ,  I--you'd f i n d  out  r h e  governor  w a s  going t o  appo in t  some- 
body t h a t  he s h o u l d n ' t ,  I can remember the  t i m e  t h a t  I w a s  over  to-- 
d u r i n g  Sarevenson's t i m e - - 1  went o v e r  t o  tIlc rl.li.110is rommercc coinmission 
Lo s e e  t h e  chairman and s a w  a f e l l o w  s c t t i n d  Lhere that .  1 knew was 
g o i n g  t o  b e  i n d i c r e d  by the f e d e r a l  grand j u r y  i n  t h e  e a s t e r n  d i s t r i c t  
I o r  p r e p a r i n g  f r a u d u l e n t  inco~ne  t a x  r e t u r n s ,  and he was t h e  son  of a 
s t a t e  r e p r c s e n l . a t i v e .  When he went. i n  t o  s e e  t h e  d ia i rman ,  I asked  t h e  
s e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  c h i m i a n ,  and T s a i d ,  "What.'s h c  going i n  fo r? ' '  And 
s h e  s a i d ,  "Why, t h e  chairman is going t o  put  l l j ~ r l  nn Lhe p a y r n l l . ' ~ .  
sai .d,  "Goddam i t ,  h e  can? tio t h a t  ." So I had h e r  get: the  chairman on 
L11e intercorn phone, and I ta lk-ed t o  him i-ibnut the. e x p e c t e d  i n d i c t m e n - t ,  
and he  s a i d  Stevenson had i n s t r ~ i c t e d  him t o  p u t  ti1i.s f e l l o w  o n ,  and I 
said,  " W d l ,  you j u s t  h o l d  t h a t . "  He s a i d ,  "Wcll, I ' v c  go t  ins1:ructions 
t o  p u t  h i . m  on today . "  And I said, "Wcll, yo1.1 ho ld  li.t f o r  a f e w  rcinntes."  
Well, he s a i d  h e  would s t a l l  il: a l i t t l e  b i t .  So I fanned r i g h t  o v e r  t o  
tlhe g:-uvernor.'s o f f i c e  and  1io1.d Stevenson what was happening,  and i t  w a s  
s topped .  

Well, t h i s  chairman h a d n ' t  had a n y  use f o r  m e  up  t o  then b u t ,  a f t e r  t h c  
s e s s i o n  ad journed  abou t  t i le  middle of  J u l y ,  one morning a b o u t  sevcll 
ov(c lock  t h e  chairman c a l l e d  fro111 Chicago c ~ r  Fvnnston--he was a ve ry  
square s h o o t e r ,  s t r a i g h t - l a c e d  I ~ l l o w .  

Q: Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A: W a l t  e r  F i s h e r ,  I b e l i e v e ,  and he c a l l e d  and h e  s a i d ,  "Sena to r ,  d i d  
you r c a d  t h e  Chicago Tr ibune  t h i s  morning?" 1 s a i d ,  "I n e v e r  ?cad t h e  
T r i b .  " -- And he. s a i d ,  "Well, you remember you were t e l l i n g  IIW ~ b o u t  so- 
and-so was going  t o  be  i n d i c t e d .  Wel l ,  i r ' s  i n  the, -- T r i h  Ph i s  morning. '" 
And h e  s a i d ,  "I have said t h i n g s  about you t h a t  1 d i d n ' t  l i k e  and," he 

I !  s a i d ,  I want: t o  a p o l o g i z e , "  and  h e  a p o l o g i z e d  and apo log ized .  "And T 
want your  forgiveness." 

Q: YES, s ir .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: Xut t h o s e  a r e  r a t h e r  r a r e .  

Q: S e n a t o r ,  from 1941  t o  1946 you were on thc committee on c i v i l  s e r v i c e .  
Do you r e c ~ l l  any a c t i v i t y  . . . 
A: A l i t t l e  b i t .  The head 01 c i v i l  s e r v i c e  was Maud Mycrs, 1 t h i n k  a 
s p i n s t e r  Lady, a t t r a c t i v e  l o o k i n g ,  p robab ly  about  my age, a perfcc t  
l a d y ,  a f i n e  l a d y ,  v e r y  s i n c e r e .  I h e l p e d  her  where Z c o ~ l l d  and s h e  
h e l p e d  m e  where s h e  cou ld ,  bur e v e r y t h i n g  w a s  on t h e  up-and-up. She was 
a damned good woman. 

Q: D o  you remember any a c t i v i t y  on t h a t  committee? 



A: None p a r t i c u l a r l y .  See,  i n  t h o s c  days ,  why, even though a person was 
under  c i v i l  s e r v i c e - - f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  game wardens were p u t  under c i v i l  
service--Homer  pu t  t h a t  through--and a l s o ,  t h e  s t a t e  highway pul.icemen. 
Well ,  when Dwight Green went i n ,  why, h e r e  was a game warden, down h e r e  
i n  t h e  s o u t h  end o f  Shelby County, was c i v i l  s e r v i c e  and you c o u l d n ' t  
f i r e  him u n l e s s  h e  had a bad r e c o r d .  Rut what t h e y  d id ,  t h e  department 
o f  c o n s e r v a t i o n ,  t h e y  moved him up t o  Rock I s l a n d  i n  t h e  n o r t h e r n  part: 
of the state.  And a f t e r  he g o t  s e t t l e d  down t h e r e ,  t h e y  t h e y ' d  move him 
down t o  C h e s t e r .  W e l l ,  he s a w  t h c  l i g h t  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e y  go t  r i d  
of him. ( l a u g h t e r )  

The s t a t e  p o l i c e  m e r i t  sys tem was a good law, durned good law. Steven- 
son put  i t  th rough .  

Q: Were you invo lved  i n  g e t t i n g  t h a t  law through? 

A: W e l l ,  I d o n ' t  know whether I handled i t  f o r  Stevenson o r  not--I  may 
have i n t r o d u c e d  i t ,  Z d o n ' t  know, a l o n g  w i t h  Sena tor  Connors. See, 
S e n a t o r  Connors was m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r .  Stevenson never  had a  Democrat 
m a j o r i t y  i n  e i t h e r  house of t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and . . . he was always 
behind the e i g h t  b a l l ,  b u t  most of S tevenson ' s  s t u f f  was i n t r o d u c e d  by 
S e n a t o r  Connors, and q u i t e  a b i t  by h e  and I ,  bu t  1 had t o  back  him up, 
and some t h i n g s  I hand led  myse l f ,  But I d o n ' t  remember having any p a r t i  
cular  t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  t h e  p o l i c e  m e r i t  board o r  l a w .  T t  was a  darned 
good l a w .  Darned good law. 

(1: And that: was t h e  one t h a t  s e t  up t h e  m e r i t  sys tem f o r  t h e  s t a t e  
p o l i c e ?  

A: Y e s .  We've g o t  a good, p r e t t y  darned good s t a t e  p o l i c e  system. 

Q: Y e s ,  s i r .  

A: They've a r r e s t e d  and given m e  t i c k e t s .  

Q: Is t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Sure  t h ing .  T h i s  may sound funny, b u t  I ' ve  n e v e r  asked a  f e l l o w  t o  
l e t  me  o f f  a ticket i n  my l i f e ,  and I ' v c  g o t t e n  a l o t  o f  speed ing  t i c k e t  
i n  my t ime .  

Q: Oh, is  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Never have. Some of them undoubtedly  have l e t  me o f f  and over looked 
i t ,  I'm f a i r l y  p o s i t i v e  t h e y  have.  The s t a t e  highway p o l i c e  always have 
been f r i e n d s  o f  mine, bu t  t hey  gave and s t i l l  g i v e  m e  speed ing  t i c k e t s  
if I get  caught, and should.  
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( 2 :  Let ' S  s e e ,  what y e a r  was i t  you l e f t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  now? 

A: L was d e f e a t e d  i n  November of 1952.  That was t h e  y e a r  t h a t  A d l a i  
Stevenson r a n  f o r  p r e s i d e n t  on t h e  Democrat ticltet and General  Eisenhower 
ran f o r  p r c s i d c n t  on t h e  Republ ican t i c k e t .  It w a s  a  Republ ican l and-  
s l i d e  y e a r .  

(>: W h a t  happened i n  your  campaign? 

A: Well., I s e n s e  ~ h a r  the--iL was a rclugl~ y e a r .  A s  I ' v e  i n d i c a t e d  i n  
t h e  q u e s t i o n s  t h a t  l'vc answerccl t o  you, o r  s t a t e m e n t s  I ' v e  made, I was 
v c r y  c l o s e  t o  Covcrnor Stevenson and had a  world  of r e s p e c t  f o r  h i s  
h o n e s t y  and a b i l i t y .  

( t a p i n g  i n t c r r u p t c d  f o r  t c l c p h o n e  cal.1, t h e n  resumed) 

A: h d  Stevenson,  i n  h i s  r i r s t  t w o  y e a r s  as governor ,  had c a r r i e d  on a 
p r o j c c t  t o  b u i l d  o u r  road  sys tem and, by do ing  t h a t ,  i t  would have  e n t a i l -  
ed i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  g a s  t a x ,  which w a s  never  a  popula r  t h i n g ,  and subs tan-  
t i a l l y  incrraas ing t r u c k  l i c e n s e  Lccs. It w a s  p r e t t y  well-known t h a t  t h e  
b i g  t r u c k e r s  ~ e a l l ~ y  damage t h e  r o a d s ,  and  r e q u i r e  a heavy base, a t h i c k e r  
slab of: c o n c r e t e  w i t h  a iilt~ch h e a v i e r  b a s e  underneath .  And t h e  committee 
had r c p n r t e d  back t h a t  t r i i c k s 7  t h e  h e a v i e r  d u t y  t r u c k s ,  72,000 pound 
g ros s  weight c a p a c i t y ,  shou ld  pay a l i c e n s e  on a ton-mile b a s i s ,  of 
roughly $3,000. And t h e  b i g  t r u c k i n g  companies had  most s u b s t a n t i a l  
lobbicls. A n d  S e n a t o r  Connors and 1 handled t h e  legislation t o  i n c r e a s e  
t r u c k  l i c e n s e  K(les and i n c r e a s e  t h e  gas t a x .  Well ,  as I t h i n k  1 r e l a t e d  
t o  you becore ,  l l ~ e  Fa rm Bureau  d i d n ' t  h e l p  o u t ,  as they had promised,  and 
t h a t  t h i n g  d i d n ' t  g c t  o f f  t t i t -  ground too w e l l .  

Q: T h i s  i s  wlicn you went t o  v i s i C  M r .  Shurnan? 

A :  Y e s .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  

A: And t h e n ,  i n  S tevenson ' s  second two years of h i s  t e r m ,  
pr imary t h i n g  of h i s .  And w c  d i d  get i t  passed,  a1 though 
whipped down the c o s t  o f  an amrual l i c c n s e  fee f r o m ,  as T 
$3,000 down t o  around $1,500, ?1,600, sometliirrg l i k e  t h a t  

why, t h a t  was a 
t h e  t r u c k  lobby 
recall., rough ly  

And s o ,  T knew t h a t  t h e  b i g  t r u c k e r s  were o u t  a f t e r  me, b u t  I n e v e r  
thought  o r  p a i d  t o o  much a t t e n t i o n  t o  i t .  Rut T went o u t  and d i d  my u s u a l  
campnigning. And I thought  i t  was a n i p  and t u c k  go. F rank ly ,  I d i d n ' t  
work t o o  hard--I mean, as h a r d  a s  I shou ld .  

(2: Now, t h i s  was i n  t h e  pr imary,  was i t ?  



A: No, i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  t h e  f a l l  of  1952. And I found tha t - -1  
d o n ' t  know. I ' v e  h e a r d  a l o t  o f  s t o r i e s .  The s t o r y  was t h a t  t h e  b i g  
t r u c k e r s  g o t  t o g e t h e r  a war c h e s t  f o r  my opponent ,  t o  t h e  t u n e  o f  $16,000. 
And, a t  any r a t e ,  t h e  day o f  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  I ' m  informed t h e r e  was a  
t r u c k e r  a t  e v e r y  p o l l i n g  p l a c e  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t ,  which i s  about  130 p o l l -  
i n g  p l a c e s ,  b u t t o n h o l i n g  people .  And, a t  any r a t e ,  I g o t  b e a t .  I go t  
b e a t  by about  300 o r  400 v o t e s ,  something l i k e  t h a t .  Although I d i d  run 
about  3,000 ahead o f  t h e  t i c k e t  i n  t h c  d i s t r i c t .  

Q: Oh? 

A: And I never  f e l t  bad about  i t ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Oh, h e l l ,  you always 
f e e l  bad,  but  t h e r e ' s  no u s e  c r y i n g  about i t .  hnd I f i g u r e d  t h e  peop le  
t r e a t e d  me a w f u l l y  decen t  o v e r  t h e  years and I j u s t - - I  d i d n ' t  b e l l e r  and 
bawl o r  c r y  abou t  i t .  

Q: Y e s ,  s i r .  ( l a u g h t e r )  Who w e r e  you runn ing  a g a i n s t ?  

A: The  Republ icans  brought  ouC a f e l l o w  name o f  Davis ,  who was a farm 
manager o f  t h e  Vandeveer e s t a t e  farms i n  C h r i s t i a n  County. And I n e v e r  
f i g u r e d  t h a t  he was t o o  heavy. But he had been Republ ican county chairman 
i n  C h r i s t i a n  Caunty. And I b e a t  him f a i r l y  decen t  i n  C h r i s t i a n  County b u t ,  
i n  Cumberland and i n  Shelby and i n  F a y e t t e ,  i t  wasn ' t  good. ( l a u g h s )  It 
was bad. 

Q: Well. 

A: There was one l i t t l e  t h i n g  t h a t  came up, t o o .  We had a  f e l l o w  from 
Pana, h e r e ,  t h a t  w a s n ' t  a c o l l e g e  g r a d u a t e ,  bu t  w a s  a darn  good p o l i c e  
o f f i c e r ,  who was a s s i s t a n t  s u p c r i n t c n d e n t ,  o r  warden, down a t  Vandal ia  
S t a t e  Pena l  Farm. And t h e  s u p e r i n t e n d e n t  d i e d ,  a  f e l l o w  by t h e  name of  
George Ray of  C e n t r a l i a .  And immediately when h e  d i e d ,  t h e  Democrat 
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  F a y e t t e  County b e n t  every  e f f o r t  t o  g e t  a l o c a l  f e l l o w ,  
a  former s h e r i f f ,  who w a s  t h e n  running a t a v e r n  i n  Vandal ia ,  a p p o i n t e d  
s u p e r i n t e n d e n t .  And t h e r e  was a  l o t  o f  p r e s s u r e .  And Governor Stevenson 
t a l k e d  t o  me about  i t  and s a i d  t h a t  h e  would p r e f e r  t o  have t h i s  f e l l o w  
from Pana, Mike P a s t o r ,  go i n  as a c t i n g  warden, a t  leas t  u n t i l  t h i n g s  
developed a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  of  t h e  y e a r ,  o r  a t  least  t o  t h e  end of h i s  
term. And, a l t h o u g h  Mike P a s t o r ,  a t  t h a t  t i m e ,  was n o t  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  
c l o s e  f r i e n d  of mine, why, I t o l d  him 1 thought  t h a t  would be a good idea .  
And t h e  F a y e t t e  County Democrat o r g a n i z a t i o n  go t  on me t e r r i b l y  about  t h a t .  
And t o l d  m e  t h a t ,  i f  I d i d n ' t  g e t  t h e i r  man appoin ted ,  t h a t  I wasn ' t  going 
t o  g e t  any v o t e s  down t h e r e .  And I t o l d  them t h a t  I wasn ' t  going t o  do 
what t h e y  wanted. Well, I know I k e p t  my promise t o  them and,  a p p a r e n t l y ,  
t h e y  k e p t  t h e i r  promise t o  me! 

Q: Well. I see .  ( l a u g h t e r )  Yes, s i r .  

A: I d o n ' t  know. I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: When you went back,  was t h e r e  any s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  a f t e r  t h a t  
t ime ,  between November and January?  



A: T don? t liinlc s o .  1 don' t t h i n k  s o .  

(1: So,  w a s  t h e r e  any o t h e r  a c t i o n  i n  ~ p r i n g f i p l d  a t  a l l ,   hen, on your  
p a r t ,  a f t e r  the e l e c t i o n ' !  

P I :  No. 

(1: You d i d n ' t  go back a t  a l l  f o r  t h a t ?  

A: I went back  and c leaned  o u t  my desk ,  c h a t ' s  about al l . .  

Q: L see. ( l a u g h t e r )  Yes, s i r .  (pnusc)  What involvement have yo$* had 
wi-th p o l i t i c s  s i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A: since that Lime a b o u t  a l l  I do,  oh ,  m a y b e  make a Few speeclles.  You 
know, t h e y  might Live a s p e a k e r  a t  somc DcmocraL r a l l y  down a t  Podurrk 
C'ntcr and t h c  s p e a k e r  d o e s n ' t  show up and thcy  c a l l  m e .  Rut i llaveuqtt 
done that  f o r  s i x  o r  tight y e a r s ,  T d o n ' t  t h i n k .  And I don ' l  p a r t i c u l a r -  
l y  r e m e m b e r  doing i t .  Always am a v a i l a b l e  i f  t h e y  need me. 

qr Yes, 

A: And t h e n ,  evc ry  y e a r ,  I ' d  g i v e ,  oh ,  rnaybc. $300 t o  $600 t o  t h e  campaign 
f l m d s  o f  f 3 v n r i L c -  c a n d i d a t e s  oC mine. 1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  T ever gave more 
t h a n  that. 1 might  have ,  but  I don ' t  remember i t .  

Q :  Wcre you invo lved  -in any way w i t h  t l lc  s t a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n  af[:er you l e f t  
tile l e g i s l a t u r e ?  

A: Ncvcr messed w i t h  them. 1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  they  c - v e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d i d  me 
a n y  good when T was ruinning. And, oh-- f rankly ,  I  can'^ even t e l l  you 
who's s ta te  chairman now. 

Q: O h ?  John Touhy? 

A :  I f  i t ' s  John Touhy, t h c r e  are Touhys i n  Chicago  hat are  damn n i c e  
peop le .  

Q: Was t h e r e  any a c t i v i t y  i n  the 1 e g i s l a . t u r e  t h a t  you became i n t e r c s t c c l  
i n  a f t e r  ynu l e f t  there t h a t  you took  some a c t i o n  r e g a r d i n g ?  

A: Urn . . . n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  I may have w r i t t e n  .a f c w  l e t t e r s  b u i  L 
would j u s t  doubt i t .  T never went up t h e r e  lobbying. You know, 3 ' ~ t  rs: 
p e o p l e  ge t  d e f e a t e d  from t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  and t h e y  t r y  t o  g e t  a j o b  as a 
lobbyist. O r  thcy  wanL t o  go back t h e m  and hang around.  1 made i L  a 
prac t i ce  t o  go up  here one t i m e  each s e s s i o n ,  if ~ ' m  i n  S p r i n g L i e l d  on 
b u s i n e s s ,  and drop i n r o  the Senate  a n d  m a y b e  go i n  t h e  Housc a n d  yclkety- 
yak w i t h  somc of  [tic boys T kncw, i n  + h e  House o r  Sena te .  Rut,  heck f i r e ,  
nowadays, why, everybody 's  rlcacl! Thcre isn't a  s i n g l e  man i n  t h e  7cn;xte 
now t h a t  I served w i t h .  



Q: A.whole  new c r e w .  

A:  And darned few i n  t h e  Ilouse t h a t  . . . 1 was r a t h e r  amazed. T_ was up 
t h e r e  an b u s i n e s s  here l a s t  y e a r ,  or--1 guess  it was l a s t  s p r i n g ,  I 
t h i n k .  And I went down i n  the--where t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  e a t .  And nobody 
s topped  m e .  ( l a u g h s )  I sat down t h e r e  and about a couple  of t a b l e s  
away w a s  a f e l l o w  t h a t  looked f a m i l i a r  but--and h e  kept  s t a r i n g  a t  me. 
And, f i n a l l y ,  I asked  t h e  w a i t r e s s ,  I s a i d ,  "Who i s  t h a t  guy over  t h e r e ? "  
And s h e  s a i d ,  "Well, t h a t ' s  Clydc Choate." And, about t h e  same t ime ,  I 
t h i n k ,  s h e  went o v e r  t o  s e e  him and h e  asked h e r  who t h a t  guy was? She 
s a i d  s h e  d i d n ' t  know. 

Q: Oh. ( l a u g h t e r )  Well. 

A: Yes. So, I went o v e r  and I s a i d ,  "Goddamn i t ,  a r e n ' t  you Clyde 
Choate?" ( l a u g h s )  And we had d i n n e r  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e n .  I moved my s t u f f  
o v e r  t o  h i s  t a b l e .  C lyde ' s  a l o b b y i s t  now. 

Q :  Oh? 

A: You see, when he  f i r s t  came up from s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s ,  he had a 
Republ ican s e n a t o r  i n  h i s  d i s t r i c t  and I used t o  h e l p  hand le  Clyde ' s  
b i . l l s  t h a t  h e  would send o v e r  t o  the  Sena te ,  see? 

Q: Yes. 

A: And h e  used t o  always r e f e r  t o  me a s  being "h i s"  s e n a t o r .  

Q: Well. I s e e .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: B u t  Clyde w a s  a l o v e a b l c  f e l l o w ,  w a s  a Congressional. Medal of Honor 
man i n  t h e  second World War. I had a l o t  o f  admira t ion  f o r  him. And he 
and Pau l  Powell ,  t h e y  were two of t h e  f e l l o w s  i n  t h e  House t h a t  I got  
a l o n g  w i t h  v e r y  w e l l .  Handled t h e i r  b i l l s  and they 'd  see t o  i t  my b i l l s  
g o t  th rough  over t h e r e  i f  t h e  f e l l o w s  from my d i s t r i c t  t h a t  were i n  Che 
House were having t r o u b l e  w i t h  them. I d i d n ' t  agree w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  
d i d  b u t  t h e y  s u r e  t r e a t e d  me n i c e .  

Q: Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  b i l l s  t h a t  Clydc Choate asked you t o  
s u p p o r t  f o r  him? 

A: No, I t h i n k  t h e y  a l l  a f f e c t e d  h i s  d i s t r i c t  down t h e r e .  And I c a n ' t  
p a r t i - c u l a r l y  remember them. But I know, a s  Ear as Pau l  Powell ,  why, I 
remember t h i s  h a r n e s s  r a c i n g  b i l l  c h a t  p e r m i t t e d  pari-mutuel b e t t i n g .  I 
handled that l e g i s l a t i o n  when i t  g o t  over  t o  t h e  Senate .  

Q: Yes. Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r s  about  t h e  h a n d l i n g ?  Did you 
have any problems w i t h  i t ?  

A: No. See. Here. Every county f a i r  i n  t h e  s ta te  t h a t  I know of was 
s t r o n g  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h a t  b i l l .  And t h e  reason-1 don ' t  know whether  I t o l d  



you hcfore--was t h a t  i t :  had go t  s o  Lhat your  good harness r a c i n g  h o r s e s  
were a t  pari-mutuel ,  t r a c k s ,  o r  t racks  where they had pari-mutuel. b e t t i n g  
i n  C a l i f o r n i a  o r  F l o r i d a  o r  New York. 

Q: W a s  t h i s  r u n n i n g  h o r s e  r a c i n g ,  you mean? Or: w a s  t h i s  w i t h  t h e  h a r n e s s  
r a c i n g ' ?  

A: Harness  r a c i n g .  You s e e ,  t h e  par i -mutuel  b e t ~ i n g  on f l a t  r a c i n g ,  run- 
n i n g  h o r s e s ,  oh,  i t  musL have been p a s s e d  back i n  t h e  1920 ' s .  But t h e y  
n e v e r  had p e r n i i t t e d  par i -mutuel  b c t t i n g  on h a r n e s s  r a c i n g  i n  11l i t lo is - -  
oh,  t h e y  d i d  it1 o t h e r  s t a t e s - - u n t i l  t h e - - i t  musr have been  he 1951 s e s s i o n  
01 t h e  Genera l  Assembly t h a t  t h a t  was passed .  I b e l i e v e  that1: ;  r i g h t .  

Q: Who was most i n  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  i t ?  Who ' d  you rum up a g a i n s t ?  

A: W e l l ,  i L  may havc been thatl t h e  f l a t  r a c i n g  group--that: group may have 
been ng,%inst  i t .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  so .  Because i t  t u r n e d  nut: t h a t  t h e s e  
f l a t  r a c i n g  t r a c k s - - l i k e  Spor tsman 's  Park up  a t  Chicago--why,  hey l e a s e  
I -hci r  t rack 1.0 h a r n e s s  r a c i n g  groups  a n d  i t  j u s t  g i v e s  them tnorc income. 

Now,  unrlouhteclly, t h e r e  was some--perhaps some church groups .  A n d  t h e  
c o u n ~ y  f a i r s  a lways ,  up t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  had been a g a i n s t  par i -mutuel  b e t t i n g  
on h a r n e s s  r a c i n g .  And t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h a t ,  they chought t h e y  would be 
a b l r  ((7 ~ C L  par i -mutuel  b e t t i n g  i n  clie county  f a i r s .  And S e n a t o r  Sinion 
T ~ i i t z  and  everybody e l s e  d i d n ' t  want t h a t .  Fur thermore ,  thcrc  was no 
coun ty  f a i r  thaL cou ld  Sinancc i t  , s e e ?  

: 1 1  Yes. 

A :  B u t  t h c  b i l l  t h a t  was e n a c t e d  i n t o  law s p e c i f i c a l l y  provided t h e y  
c o u l d n ' t  havc par i -mutuel  b c t t i n g  OTI harness r a c i n g  a t  a county  f a i  r . 

Q: So it h a d  t o  be a r e g u l a r  r a c e t r a c k ,  l i k f  Spor tsman 's?  

A: Yes. Yes, Now, Lhey ce l l  me I m r  t h e  last s c v e r a l  y e a r s  they 've  had 
p a r i - m u t u c l  b c t t i n g  a t  t h e  Hamhletonian.  And T guess  a t  the--].as[ week, 
whcn t h e y  had t h e  Hambletonian--this  was, w c l l ,  i t  was Labor Day, I guess  
i t  was, or--no, a coup le  of  days  b e f o r e  Labor nay.  'he Sa tu rday  b e f o r e  
Labor Day, they had t h e  1iamhleLonkan down t h e r e  and the mutuel  handle-- 
t h a t  i s ,  t h e  amount o f  money Lhat was bet--probably w a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  i n  
h i s t o r y ,  T guess .  

(1: Oh, i s  tha!  r i g h t ?  Wel l ,  t h a t  was t h e  l a s t  Hntnbletonian, wasn ' t  i t ?  

A :  Y e s .  And t i ley had  a h e l l  of  a f i e l d .  Rut T've never  beer! clown t h e r e  
o v e r  th ree  or. f o u r  times. T d i d n ' t  go l a s t  Sa tu rday .  

But c l w y  s t a r r e d  our  l y i n g  tr, you. I t  got  t o  t h e  poinc  where t h p r e  was 
not  c l ~ o u g l ~  dccwnt h o r s e s  licrc. i n  Tl . l inois  d u r i n g  t h e  county f a i r  season  t o  
fill Lhe v a r i o u s  c l a s s e s .  For  i n s t a n c e ,  they'cl  have a 220 pace  and maybe 
they'd have l o u r  h o r s e s .  And t h o s e  were c l u n k c r s .  And, b e f o r e  t h i s  



l e g i s l a t i o n  was adopted,  why, t h e  h a r n e s s  h o r s e  owners made a gen t leman ' s  
agreement t h a t  t h e y  would s e e  t o  i t  t h a t  each c l a s s  o f  r a c i n g  a t  t h e  
county f a i r s  was f i l l e d  w i t h  a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o r  s i x  h o r s e s .  And t h e n ,  when 
t h a t  gent leman 's  agreement was made, t h e  county f a i r s  t h e n  were  a l l  unani-  
mously i n  f a v o r ,  and appeared i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  a t  h e a r i n g s  on t h e  b i l l ,  
g u a r a n t e e i n g  and d e s i r i n g  i t s  passage .  Because i t  was t h e  l i f e b l o o d  t o  
them. 

Q: Because i t  would draw b e t t e r  q u a l i t y  h o r s e s  i n t o  . . . 

Q: Was t h e r e  any d i s c u s s i o n  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a l o n g  t h e r e ,  abou t  
i n s t i t u t i n g  h e l p  f o r  a b r e e d i n g  program? 

A: Well, t h a t  was . . . a n  u n d e r l y i n g  t h i n g .  You see, C a r l  P r e i h s ,  
who i s  now dead, who was t h e  s tate r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from Pana--and he had 
purchased some s t a l l i o n s  and had a  b r e e d i n g  farm a t  t h e  s o u t h  edge o f  
Pana h e r e .  And h e  c a l l e d  h i s  b r e e d i n g  farm t h e  Queen 's  Ranch. And h e  
had,  oh, I guess,  two o r  t h r e e  s t a l l i o n s  t h e r e ,  maybe more. None o f  them 
were p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o p - q u a l i t y  s t a l l i o n s ,  b u t  t h e y  weren ' t  c l u n k e r s  
e i t h e r .  W e l l ,  h e  h,ad some c l u n k e r s ,  but  h e  had a  c o u p l e  o f  good s t a l l i o n s ,  
I t h i n k .  And h e  was s t r o n g  f o r  i t .  And, of course ,  h e  was q u i t e  a 
f r i e n d  o f  Pau l  Powel l ' s .  H e  was much c l o s e r  t o  Powell  t h a n  I was. 

The s t a t e  g e t s  a s h a r e  o f  t h e  par i -mutuel  funds  t h a t  are b e t .  And t h e n ,  
p a r t  o f  i t  goes i n t o  a  fund t h a t  is used f o r  p u r s e s  t o  winners  of h a r n e s s  
h o r s e  r a c e s  at  t h e  county f a k r s  which a r e  won by c o l t s  o f  I l l i n o i s  
s t a l l i o n s  o r  mares. Which meant a l o t  t o  C a r l  P r e i h s ,  because  h e  had 
t h e s e  s t a l l i o n s .  At: that: t i m e ,  t h e r e  weren ' t  t o o  many b r e e d i n g  farms i n  
I l l i n o i s .  A f e l l o w  by t h e  name of  H e i n i e  l h a u f ,  Ilenry ICnauf, o f  Ladd, 
I l l i n o i s ,  who w a s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  was q u i t e  a promoter ,  because  
h e  had some p r e t t y  good s t a l l i o n s ,  t o o .  

Then, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  that, t h e  Hayes group--old man W. R. Hayes, T t h i n k  
h i s  name was--owned t h e  Du Quoin r a c e t r a c k  and h e  had some damn good 
h o r s e s .  And, of course ,  h e ' s  dead  now, and 1 t h i n k  bo th  of h i s  sons  a r e  
dead. Hayes g o t  t h e  Harnbletonian t r o t t e r  r a c e  t o  be moved from New Yosk 
and l o c a t e d  a t  Du Quoin. I t ' s  been t h e r e ,  I g u e s s ,  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty 
y e a r s .  And t h e n  h e  d i e d  and h i s  two sons  d i e d .  And t h e y  were p r e t t y  
decent  f r i e n d s  o f  mine. But,  For t h e  l a s t  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  you s e e ,  t h e  
e a s t e r n  t r a c k s  have done e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  cou ld  t o  ge t  t h e  Hambletonian 
moved back t o  New York o r  New J e r s e y .  And i t ' s  always been a  h e l l  o f  a 
f i g h t  w i t h  t h e ,  I guess  t h e  American T r o t t i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  I guess  t o  
g e t  t h e  Hambletonian t a k e n  away. But t h e  Hayeses,  I d o n ' t  know whether  
s e e i n g  t h e  handwr i t ing  on t h e  w a l l  o r  f o r  o t h e r  r e a s o n s ,  I don ' t  know, 
t h e y  supposedly  s o l d  t h e i r  bank down t h e r e  and t h e  Du Quoin r a c e t r a c k ,  
and f a i r ,  t o  a n  Lranian.  And I t h i n k  t h a t  s e a l e d  t h e  v e r d i c t  p r e t t y  much 
s o  t h a t  t h e  nu Quoin S t a t e  F a i r  wouldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  h o l d  on t o  Hamble- 
t o n i a n  any l o n g e r .  



Q: W e l l .  ( l a u g h s )  1 see .  I ' l l  be darncd.  

A: The Hayeses were p r e t t y  honorab le  people .  And t h e y  swung a l o t  of 
we igh t .  The Hayeses--a r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g .  And I s h o u l d n ' t  
burden t h e  r eco rd  w i t h  t h i s ,  but  o l d  man Hayes owned what t h e y  c a l l e d  t h e  
Midwest Dairy  rind t h e y  had a p l a n t  h e r e  at: Pana. Thcrc ' s  q u i t e  a few 
p l a c e s  i n  I l l i n o i s .  And Hayes o r  Midwest Dairy h e l d  a Coca-Cola f r a n c h i s e  
f o r  a l a rge  p a r t  of s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  f o r  Coca-Cola wholesa l ing ,  manu- 
f a c t u r i n g  and b o t t l i n g .  He was a h e l l  of  a n i c e  f e l l o w .  

1 n e v e r  w i l l  f o r g e t  t h e  t i m e  I was down a t  t h e  Cumberland County Fair 
and ,  f o r  some r e a s o n ,  t h e y  asked me t o  award a t rophy f o r  some s p e c i a l  
r a c e  t h e y  had down t h e r e .  And one of t h c  Hayes s t a b l e s  h o r s e s  won i t ,  s e e .  
And t h e y  s e n t  t h e  w i f e  of one o f  t h e  Hayes1 sons  up t o  a c c e p t  t h e  t rophy .  
And I was t r y i n g  t o  make a fancy l i t t l e  speech.  I n s t e a d  of saying--and 
s h e  w a s  a v e r y  handsome woman--instead of s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  Hayeses were 
n o t e d  f o r  f a s t  h o r s e s  and b e a u t i f u l  women, I g o t  i t  a l l  messed up and  s a i d  
f a s t  women and b e a u t i f u l  h o r s e s .  ( l a u g h t e r )  I d i d n ' t  do i t  i n t e n t i o n a l l y  
b u t  i t  s u r e  g o t  t h e  crowd worked up. 

Q: She d i d n ' t  h i t  you,  I guess?  

A: Everybody g o t  a h e l l  of a k i c k  o u t  of  my s l i p .  

Q: Ycs, s i r .  ( l a u g h t e r )  I guess  you had con t inued ,  w h i l e  you were i n  the 
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w i t h  your  law p r a c t i c e  here i n  Pana.  

A :  Yes, t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  

Q: So, when you l e f t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  I guess  i t  was j u s t  a m a t t e r  of 
i n c r e a s i n g  your a c t i v i t y  i n  t h e  law p r a c t i c e .  

A: Y e s .  

Q: What p a r t i c u l a r  f i e l d s  have you gone i n t o  i n  law p r a c t i c e  s i n c e  t h a t  
t ime ? 

A: Well ,  a t  t h i s  l a w  o f f i c e ,  as most e v e r y  coun t ry  lawyer ,  e v e r y t h i n g  is  
g r i s t  that  comes t o  t h e  m i l l .  I d i d  v e r y  l i t t l e  c r i m i n a l  work, a l t h o u g h  
I w a s  i n  q u i t e  a few murder c a s e s .  Not q u i t e  a few, n o t  compared t o  C a r l  
P r e i h s .  1 t h i n k  I d i d n ' t  have a t e n t h  of t h e  c r i m i n a l  p r a c t i c e  t h a t  he 
d i d .  But 1: d i d  defend p u b l i c  enemy number t h r e e  back t h e r e  i n  h i s t o r y ,  
a l o n g  w i t h  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  W i l l  Welker of Vandal ia .  We g o t  l i c k e d .  The 
man was--I t h i n k ,  no q u e s t i o n  about  him b e i n g  g u i l t y .  

Q: Who w a s  t h e  pe rson?  

A: A f e l l o w  by t h e  name of  A r n i e l  Barker .  

4: (pause)  And you s a y  h e  was numl~er t h r e e  on t h e  FBI  l i s t ?  



A: Y e s ,  at t h a t  time. 

Q: And you say  you l o s t  t h e  c a s e ,  though? 

A: Yes, we g o t  b e a t  on i t .  Oh, he was wanted i n  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  s t a t e s ,  
1 presume. H e l l  of a nice l i t t l e  f d l o w .  

Q: How'd you come t o  g e t  invo lved  i n  . . . 
A: I never  knew. 

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  ( l a u g h s )  

A: A g i r l  f r i e n d  of his, frotn down i n  . . . a suburb o f  S t .  Louis ,  came 
i n  my o f f i c e  ane day and asked m e  i f  I ' d  defend him, and s h e  d i d n ' t  t e l l  
me he  w a s  p u b l i c  enemy number t h r e e .  ( l aughs)  

q: Well. 

A: I never  found t h a t  o u t  u n t i l  l a t e r .  And he  was i n  j a i l  down i n  Van- 
d a l i a .  And t h e y  wanted me and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Welker, a good lawyer  down 
t h e r e ,  t o  defend him. And I wasn ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  c a s e  
because ,  from what s h e  t o l d  m e ,  T knew i t  was a rough, rough c a s e .  And 
I t o l d  h e r  I would have t o  have $1000 r e t a i n e r  f e e  and I d i d n ' c  t h i n k  t h a t  
s h e  cou ld  come up w i t h  i t .  And s h e  j u s t  q u i c k l y  counted o u t  t en  $100 
b i l l s  and I was i n  l i k e  Flynn. 

Q: Y e s ,  s ir .  ( l a u g h t e r )  What has  been your  major p r a c t i c e ,  t h e n ?  

A: My major p r a c t i c e  is--I do a s u b s t a n t i a l  amount o f  p r o b a t e  work. I do 
p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  work. I ' v e  r e p r e s e n t e d  q u i t e  a  few t e l e p h o n e  companies 
i n  I l l i n o i s ,  mos t ly  on f i n a n c i n g  and a few an rates. J t o l d  you about  
my t r i p  t o  Washington, D. C., r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  f e l l o w  who owned a t e l e -  
phone company down a t  Toledo and Greenup, I l l i n o i s ,  and several. o t h e r  
towns around t h e r e .  C a m e  t o  me and wanted me t o  go t o  Washington t o  
lobby  a g a i n s t  t h e  g r a n t s  f o r  c o o p e r a t i v e  t e l e p h o n e  companies. H e  and I 
went o u t  t o  Washington and I c o n t a c t e d  t h e  two Uni ted  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r s  and 
s e v e r a l  congressmen t h a t  I knew and--including one from Missour i  t h a t  I ' d  
had law b u s i n e s s  with--and, heck,  t h e y  j u s t  k icked  m e  i n  t h e  t e e t h ,  and 
him, t o o .  And, coming back on t h e  p l a n e ,  I s a i d ,  " D a r n m i ~ , ' '  I s a i d ,  " i E  
we c a n ' t  b e a t  t h e m ,  l e t ' s  j o i n  them." I a p p l i e d  f o r  a  REA l o a n  f o r  him. 
And damned i f  we  d i d n ' t  g e t  a  several -hundred thousand d o l l a r  l o a n  t o  pu t  
i n  a u t o m a t i c  d i a l  phones and,  l a t e r ,  an a d d i t i o n a l  l o a n  f o r  f i n a n c i n g  
f o r  underground c a b l e  i n s t e a d  o f  overhead t e l e p h o n e  p o l e s  and w i r e .  And, 
a f t e r  t h a t ,  why, q u i t e  a  few d i f f e r e n t  t e l e p h o n e  companies, sma l l  t e l e -  
phone companies, i n  I l l i n o i s  employed m e .  And I worked up a p r e t t y  good 
c l i e n t e l e  and--nice people .  

Then, I r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  r e f i n e r y  h e r e  a t  Pana. And t h a t  l e d  i n t o  q u i t e  a  
b i t  o f  o i l  l aw p r a c t i c e ,  bu t  t h e r e ' s  n o t  t o o  much a c t i v i t y  now. 1 w i s h  
t h e r e  was more. But t h e y  keep f i n d i n g  l i t t l e  f i e l d s ,  p l a c e s .  



Q: What do you f e e l  was your most important case  t h a t  you've had i n  your 
ca ree r  a s  a lawyer? 

A: ( laughs) Oh, 1 never was very  much of a lawyer,  T. never  thought.  You 
have your moments of b r i l l i a n c e  and you have your moments when you ge t  
kicked i n  t h e  t a i l .  (pause) Oh, I t h i n k ,  maybe--not t h e  most important 
one--it gave me a  l o t  of s a t i s f a c t i o n .  (pause) Oh . . . t h e  one t h a t  
r a t h e r  . . . I should never y i p  about--talk about t h a t ,  was t h e  case about 
a  l a d y  t h a t  bur ied  h e r  dog i n  t h e  cemetery. 1 t o l d  you about t h a t .  

Q: Y e s ,  sir. (laughs) 

A: Then, while  I was i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t - u r e ,  I voted f o r  t h e  I l l i n o i s  p r i n c i -  
p a l  income a c t ,  which was prepared f o r  t h e  Senate  by a group of Chicago 
lawyers.  Well, I ' v e  had two r a t h e r  important ca ses  which went t o  t h e  
supreme o r  a p p e l l a t e  cou r t ,  and damned i f  I d i d n ' t  l o s e  both of them. 
(laughs) 

Q: What--principal income, you say? 

A: Principal.  income a c t .  

Q: I see .  What does t h a t  p e r t a i n  t o ?  

A: Oh, it de f ines  when a  person d i e s  and l eaves  proper ty  i n  t r u s t ,  f o r  
h i s  wi fe  o r  k i d s , . £ o r  i n s t a n c e ,  and h i s  w i l l  i s  ambiguous and doesn ' t  
s p e l l  i t  out--what po r t ion  of t h e  e s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t e s  p r i n c i p a l  and which 
I s  t o  be t r e a t e d  a s  tncome. 

0:  Oh. 

A: The most important--or, n o t  t h e  most important ,  the  toughest  case I 
ever  had was t h i s  J a r v i s  estate  case  up i n  Logan County. But  it  would 
t a k e  too  long  t o  go i n t o  t h a t .  

Q :  Oh? 

A: The thing--the e s t a t e s  are j u s t  winding up now. 

Q: O h ?  And t h a t  one you were succes s fu l  i n ,  then? 

A: No. This p a r t i c u l a r  w i l l  o f  Eve re t t e  J a r v i s ,  who w a s  a  r a t h e r  wealthy 
o i l  man--he owned a  s u b s t a n t i a l  amount of farmland and i n t e r e s t s  i n  a 
l o t  of producing o i l  p r o p e r t i e s .  And, i n  h i s  w i l l ,  he l e f t  everything i n  
t r u s t  during h i s  w i f e ' s  l i f e t i m e .  She was t o  ge t  t h e  e n t i r e  n e t  income 
from h i s  l and  and o i l  i n t e r e s t s  and farm a s  long a s  she l i v e d .  

Well, when he died,  a bank a t  Decatur was t r u s t e e  of the  w i l l  and executor  
of t h e  e s t a t e .  And a lawyer f o r  t h e  bank s e n t  me a copy of t h e  w i l l ,  i n  
order  t h a t  1 could change t h e  records  of t h e  Pana r e f i n e r y  so  t h a t ,  i n s t ead  



of paying t h e  r e c e i p t s  of o i l  produced t o  t h e  deceden t ,  t h e y  would pay 
it t o  t h e  t r u s t e e .  And t h e  t r u s t e e ,  i n  t u r n ,  was t h e n  paying i t  s t r a i g h t  
o u t  t o  t h e  widow i n s o f a r  a s  t h e  o i l  funds  t h a t  were coming i n  each  month 
from t h e  producing o i l  w e l l .  

When I f i r s t  saw t h e  w i l l ,  I knew t h a t  t h e r e  was go ing  t o  be problems on 
i t  and 1 s o  a d v i s e d  t h e  lawyer  For t h e  bank. And he s c o f f e d  a t  i t .  And, 
about  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r ,  why, t h e  bank examiners r a i s e d  t h e  same p o i n t ,  1 
had e x p r e s s e d  t h e  o p i n i o n  t o  h i m  t h a t  T d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  widow w a s  
e n t i t l e d  t o  t h e  o i l  funds ,  t h a t  i t  wasn ' t  income. Tha t ,  under t h e  p r i n -  
c i p a l  income a c t ,  t h e  o i l  r e c e i p t s  were p r i n c i p a l  t o  be  i n v e s t e d  and from 
which t h e  widow was t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  i n c e r e s t ,  t h a t  is  the  income. Then, 
well,  about  t h r e e  y e a r s  a f t e r  M r .  J a r v i s  d i e d ,  why, t h e  bank examiners  
r a i s e d  t h e  same p o i n t  and t h e  t r u s t e e  f i l e d  a  s u i t  co c o n s t r u e  t h e  w i l l  
and the  widow t h e n  came down and hired me t o  r e p r e s e n t  h e r .  And, i n  o r d e r  
t o  represenC her  i n  c la iming  t h a c  rhc  p roceeds  from t h e s e  s a l e s  of o i l  
each month w a s  income t o  h e r ,  w e l l ,  I had t o  r e v e r s e  my p o s i t i o n  and t a k e  
a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  w a s  c o n t r a r y  t o  whar I had  a d v i s e d  t h e  bank b e f o r e .  W e l l ,  
1 won t h e  c a s e  o v e r  i n  t h e  Logan County c i r c u i t  c o u r t ,  bu t  t h e  p e r s o n s  who 
were t o  r e c e i v e  t h e  e s t a t e  when t h e  widow d i e d  appea led  i t .  And t h e  
appellate c o u r t  r e v e r s e d  t h e  c i r c u i t  c o u r t  d e c i s i o n  and h e l d  t h a t  I was 
r i g h t  i n  my o r i g i n a l  o p i n i o n  and wrong on  the second go-round. ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: When you changed. I s e e .  Yes, s i r .  

A: Which was a bad d e a l .  

Q: Y e s ,  s ir .  

A: Bur i t  was a good law. 
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Q: Who was i t  t h a t  i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  p r i n c i p a l  income a c t ?  

A: I don ' t  particularly remember. I would r a t h e r  t h i n k  . . . probab ly  
Sena tor  Harold G .  Ward, but  I may be wrong on t h a t .  I may b e  way o f f .  
Rut i t  was a group of--from t h e  Chicago B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  t h a t  b rought  i t  
in. They had it i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s .  A n d  i t ' s  a good law t o  de f ine  what i s  
p r i n c i p a l  and what is  income. 

And i t ' s  l ike--here .  Suppose t h a t  1 d i e d  and l e f t  a w i l l  and l e f t  you a 
l i f e  e s t a t e  i n  c o r p o r a t e  s t o c k s  and,  on your d e a t h ,  t h e n  t h e  c o r p o r a t e  
s t o c k s  went t o  someone else and,  i n  t h e  i n t e r i m ,  a s t o c k  d i v i d e n d  was 
d e c l a r e d  on t h e  s t o c k  o f  t h e  estate. The q u e s t i o n  i s ,  who g e t s  t h e  s t o c k  
d i v i d e n d s ?  Is t h a t  income o r  i s  i t  p r i n c i p a l  t o  be h e l d  over f o r  t h e  
remainder man? They had a l o t  o f  l i t t l e  t h i n g s  l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: Do you remember any of  t h e  c i rcunis tances  o f  rhe passage  of t h a t  a c t ?  



A: Not a t h i n g .  I n  f a c t ,  nobody p a r t i c u l a r l y  undersl-ond i t .  A t  l e a s t ,  
nobody r e a d  t h e  f i n e  p r i n t .  

Q: I s e e .  Yes. So t h e y  passed i t  because  t h e  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  had 
s u p p o r t e d  i t  and pu t  i t  i n ?  

A: Y e s .  Y e s .  See,  t h e  S t a t e  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  and t h e  Chicago Bar 
A s s o c i a t i o n  sponsor  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  change w i t h  t h e  t imes  o r  expedite 
h a n d l i n g  of l e g a l  problems, l i t i g a t i o n .  

Q: And t h e i r  p r e s t i g e  bek ind  it i s  s u f f k i e n t ,  normal ly ,  t o  . . . 
A: Yes, it  is. 

Q: Of course ,  t h a t  d i d n ' t  q u i t e  work when t h e y  pu t  i n  f o r  j u d i c i a l  reform, 
which i n c l u d e d  t h e  m e r i t  sys tem and a l l  t h a t ,  d i d  i t ?  ( l a u g h s )  

A: W e l l ,  j u d i c i a l  reform, g e t t i n g  back t o  t h i s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Carl 
P r e i h s ,  h e  was t e r r i b l y  a g a i n s t  j u d i c i a l  reform. And I n e v e r  had any 
i d e a s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  e i t h e r  way. I cou ld  s e e  a l o t  of good t o  i t .  I t ' s  
a c c o r d i n g  t o  whether  t h e  Democrats are i n  power o r  t h e  Republ icans  a r e  
i n  power. You always f i g u r e ,  i f  t h e  Republ icans  a r e  i n  power, why, y o u ' l l  
have Republ ican judges ;  i f  t h e  Democrats a r e  i n  power, y o u ' l l  have 
Democrat judges .  Now, i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t ,  I c a n ' t  remember t h e  t i m e  t ha t  
t h e  c i r c u i t  judges--three t o  a c i r c u i t ,  which is  nine rural  coun t ies - - I  
c a n ' t  remember a t ime t h a t  t h e y  weren ' t  a l l  Democrat judges .  Well ,  s i n c e  
j u d i c i a l  reform, why, t h e  e l e c t e d  c i r c u i t  judges  s t i l l  are Democrats, b u t  
t h e y  p i c k  o u t  some Republ ican a s s o c i a t e  judges  and t h e y ' v e  g o t  s e v e r a l  
Kepubl.icans. 

Q: The Democrats would s e l e c t  Republ icans .  Why would t h e y  do t h a t ?  

A: Well,  because,  a f t e r  y o u ' r e  a judge,  y o u ' r e  supposed t o  d i s r e g a r d  
p o l i t i c s .  And most of them do downsta te ,  I t h i n k .  I hope so. We've 
a lways had,  s ince- - I ' ve  p r a c t i c e d  l aw f i f t y  y e a r s  and T t h ink  we've had 
damn good c i r c u i t  judges .  

Q: Had you e v e r  thought  o f  runn ing  f o r  a judgesh ip?  

A: Yes, s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

Q: Did you e v e r  do i t ?  

A: Nope. 

Q: Why d i d n ' t  you? 

A: W e l l ,  e a r l i e r ,  my son J o e  who was a t t e n d i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o i s  
l a w  s c h o o l  and came t o  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  m e  and I wanted t o  p r e s e r v e  my prac-  
t i c e  for him. 



Q: Oh. Yes. 

A: 1 was favored  by t h e  Democrat conven t ion ,  back, oh,  twen ty- f ive  y e a r s  
ago,  o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago,  when t h e r e  was a vacancy. And I had t h e  nomina- 
t i o n  p r e t t y  w e l l  sewed up, I t h i n k .  Judge Daley,  who was t h e  county 
judge i n  t h i s  county aC t h a t  t ime and a darned f i n e  f e l l o w ,  was a l s o  
want ing t o  run .  And I dec ided  t h a t  I d t d n ' t  want t o  g e t  i n t o  i t  and 
c a l l e d  him up and t o l d  him 1 wasn ' t  going t o  r u n ,  t h a t  1 was f o r  him. 
A t ~ d  he made a h e l l  o f  a good judge.  

Then, when t h e y  had t h e  supreme c o u r t  e lec t ion- -abou t  1952-- 1 don ' t  
remember when t h a t  was--but Judge Simpson was t h e  supreme c o u r t  judge f o r  
s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  and t h e  Democrats were t r y i n g  t o  t a k e  o v e r  on t h a t .  Ancl 
Harry Hershey wanted t o  be  t h e  supreme c o u r t  judge,  b u t  h e  wanted t o  be 
beggkd q u i t e  a b i t .  The boys ,  t h e  powers t h a t  he ,  asked me t o  go and,  
f i n a l l y ,  1 t o l d  them I would and i t  was agreed  t h a t  t h e y ' d  nominate me. 
1 t o l d  them, a t  t h e  t i m e ,  i t  would  b e  expens ive  t o  run.  And I c a l l e d  my 
w i f e  and t o l d  h e r  it would c o s t  about  $25,000 t o  make the race and,  T. w a s  
r a t h e r  amazed, s h e  s a i d ,  " F i r e  away. Go ahead.  I ' m  f o r  you." 

A: And I a l s o  knew, o r  f e l t ,  t h a t  i t  was going t o  be a ha rd  race. I 
thought a Democrat would have a h a r d  t ime g e t t i n g  e l e c t e d .  And we l e f t  
t h e  smoke- l i l l ed  room a t  the  Vandal ia  Hote l  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  t h a t  1 was t o  
be nominated. And Harry Hershey,  From T a y l o r v i l l e ,  was going t o  makc my 
nominat ing speech and,  on t h e  way o v e r ,  h e  s a i d  t o  me, he  s a i d ,  "John, 
d o n ' t  you r e a l l y  want t o  run?"  And 1 s a l d ,  "Hel l ,  no, I ' m  n o t  i n t e r e s t e d  
t o o  much." He s a i d ,  w e l l ,  h e ' d  l i k e  t o  run.  

Q: Oh. ( l a u g h t e r )  Well. 

A: So I s a i d ,  "Fine." So 1 made t h e  nominat ing speech  f o r  him and he  was 
nominated by t h e  conven t ion  and he won by, 1 t h i n k ,  by around 270 v o t e s ,  
o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  ou t  o f  about  40,000 v o t e s  c a s t .  H e  had a c o n t e s t  
bu t  t h a t  was f i n a l l y  dropped. And Hershey went on and h e  was a damn- 
s i g h t  s m a r t e r  man t h a n  1 was, 1 t h i n k .  He'd run f o r  governor ,  you know, 
ba rk  . . . I t h i n k  a g a i n s t  Dwight Green---and been d e f e a t e d .  A n d ,  I t h i n k ,  
o v e r  t h e  whale t h i n g ,  he  would have g o t t e n  more v o t e s  than I would have.  
I t h i n k  p robab ly  T'd have g o t  beaL i f  I ' d  t r i e d  ic. But h e  made a hell  o f  
a good judge, supreme c o u r t  judge.  

(2: Was your w i f e  a c t i v e  i n  s u p p o r t i n g  you w h i l e  you were i n  t h e  l e g i s l a -  
t u r e ?  

A: No. My w i f e  thought  t h a t  h e r  p l a c e  was t o  s i t  q u i e t  and n o t  be a c t i v e  
i n  a n y t h i n g ,  and mind h e r  own b u s i n e s s .  

Q: O h ,  i s  that r i g h t ?  ( laughs)  1'11 bc darned.  



A: Never got  o u t  and rung d o o r b e l l s  or a t t e n d e d  committee mee t ings  o r  
a n y t h i n g  e l s e .  She would o c c a s i o n i i l l y  go t o  a mee t ing  w i t h  m e .  And 
maybe t h a t  was a  good i d e a .  You've seen times when f e l l o w s '  wives  can get: 
them i n  more t r o u b l e  than--they shou ld  keep o u t  anyway. 

Q: Yes, sir.  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: No, I have a n  a w f u l l y  f i n e  w i f e .  She ' s  been v e r y  p a t i e n t  and a damn 
good g a l .  

Q: What year was your son  born? Is h e  t h e  o l d e s t ?  

A: Yes. Joe was born i n ,  l e t ' s  see, i n  1932.  I was m a r r i e d  i n  . . . i n  
March o r  A p r i l  o f ,  1 th ink ,  1931. ( l a u g h s )  And h e  was born  i n  November 
o f  1932. 

I n e v e r  w i l l  f o r g e t  t h a t .  When I was m a r r i e d ,  t i m e s  were a w f u l l y  damned 
h a r d .  W e  g o t  m a r r i e d  one even ing  and went t o  Rloomington and s t a y e d  a l l  
n i g h t .  And rhc n e x t  morning I was supposed t o  be a t  J o l i e t ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
and g e t  a d i v o r c e  f o r  a f e l l o w .  And, i f  t h a t  guy hadn ' t  o f  p a i d  m e  when 
1 got t h e  d i v o r c e ,  I t h i n k  t h e  honeymoon would have been o v e r .  T h a t ' s  
how hard  t i m e s  were. 

Q: Y e s ,  s ir .  ( l a u g h t e r )  Where'd you go from J o l i e t  on t h e  honeymoon? 

A: On up t o  Chicago. ( l aughs)  

Q: Did you? Where d i d  you s t a y ?  

A: We. scayed a t  a h o t e l  one n i g h t  o r  s o ,  and t h e n  I had an  u n c l e  up there 
t h a t  w a s  a den t i s t - -up  t h e r e  a t  Chicago. We s t a y e d  with them a couple  o r  
t h r e e  n i g h t s ,  I t h i n k .  I d o n ' t  remember. Then we went down t o  S t .  Louis 
f o r  a c o u p l e  ~f days .  

Q: Y e s .  (pause)  Then, Joe  was born i n  1932. 

Q: Yes. And you've l i v e d  h e r e  i n  Pana a l l  your  l i f e ,  I guess. 

A: Well, I was r a i s e d  on a farm about e i g h t  m i l e s  n o r t h  o f  Pana and went 
t o  high s c h o o l  a t  Assumption. But,  when 1 s t a r t e d  p r a c t i c i n g  law, I came 
t o  Pana. 

Q: So you set up housekeeping here when you were married.  

A: Yes. W e l l ,  m y  w i f e  is  an o n l y  c h i l d .  A s  a mattes o f  f a c t ,  I l i v e d  
with h e r  p a r e n t s .  

Q: Oh, y e s ,  you s a i d  t h a t .  



A: Her f a t h e r  was a d o c t o r  and he  d i e d  abou t  two y e a r s  a f t e r  tha t - -we l l ,  
about  s i x  o r  e i g h t  months a f t e r  w e  were m a r r i e d ,  because  I know Marian 
was c a r r y i n g  J o e  a t  t h e  t i m e  that: h e  d i e d .  

Q: When was your daughte r  born?  

A: About t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r .  

Q: About 1935 t h e n ?  

A: Somewhere like t h a t ,  yes. 

Q: And what's your  d a u g h t e r ' s  name? 

A: J u d i t h  Ann. 

Q: And I guess  b o t h  of them went t o  s c h o o l  h e r e  i n  . . . 
A: Both o f  them w e n t  t o  g rade  and h i g h  s c h o o l  h e r e  a t  Pana. 

Q: Then, where d i d  J o e  go t o  s c h o o l  from . . . 

A: J o e  went t o  I l l i n o i s  and go t  h i s  b a c h e l o r  o f  ar ts  d e g r e e  up t h e r e .  
And, r i g h t  a f t e r  he g radua ted ,  h e  go t  mar r ied .  And t h e n  h e  s p e n t ,  
rough ly ,  two y e a r s  as a  l i e u t e n a n t  i n  t h e  Army o u t  a t  Fort Devens, 
Massachuse t t s ,  i n  Army i n t e l l i g e n c e .  H e  was a n u t  on code-breaking.  

Q: Now, t h i s  would have been t h e  l a t e  1 9 4 0 1 s ,  t h e n ,  w a s  i t?  

A: Let  m e  see .  Hold t h e  phone a second.  

Q: Yes, s i r .  

(Taping s topped  t o  l o c a t e  d a t e ,  t h e n  resumed) 

A: I ' m  s o r r y  1 don ' t  keep t h o s e  d a t e s  i n  my head but  . . . 
Q: Well,  most peop le  d o n ' t .  

A: But he must have g o t t e n  o u t  o f  l a w  s c h o o l  about  1957,  and h e  passed  
t h e  b a r  and came h e r e  t o  p r a c t i c e  w i t h  me. And then,  h e  w a s  a s s i s t a n t  
s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  when Rol land Tipsword was s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  of C h r i s t i a n  
County. And Tipsword r e s i g n e d  t o  run f o r  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t k v e  and Joe 
became s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y .  I t h i n k  he was p robab ly  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y  about 
t h r e e  years. 

Then, when J o e  r a n  f o r  s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y ,  he  r a n  a g a i n s t  a b l i n d  man. And 
he w a s  on t h e  Republ ican t i c k e t ,  f e l l o w  by t h e  name o f  John Ward. And 
Ward d e f e a t e d  him. 



Q: Wel l .  

A: A f a i r l y  c l o s e  r a c e  b u t  . . . Ward was a very  smart  f e l l o w  and a nit-e 
f e l l o w .  

Q: And h e  was b l i n d ,  you s a y ?  

A: Bl ind .  

Q: Well, f o r  heaven ' s  sake .  

A: Made a good s t a t e ' s  a t t o r n e y .  

Q: Something l i k e  W i l l a r d  Ice,  I guess ,  thcn .  

A: Y e s .  

Q: Did you know W i l l a r d  I c e ,  by any chance? 

A: Knew him v e r y  w e l l .  Awfully n i c e  f e l l o w .  A square - shoo te r ,  p a t i e n t ,  
and e x p l a i n e d  t o  m e  a l o t  o f  t h i n g s  about  l e g i s l a t i o n .  I ' d  t a k e  h i s  word 
on most e v e r y t h i n g .  

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: (pause)  And when d i d  Joe  t h e n  d e c i d e  he  wanted t o  become a  judge? 

A: (Laughs) A y e a r  ago l a s t  February h e  came i n  t o  my o f f i c e  and c l o s e d  
t h e  door ,  which 1 thought  was funny. And he s a i d ,  "Dad, T want t o  talk 
t o  you about  something persona l . "  I t h o u g h t ,  "Oh, what ' s  the t r o u b l e  
now?" 1 d o n ' t  mean t h a t  t h e  way it sounds.  J o e  was never  i n  any t r o u b l e  
t h a t  1 know o f .  

Q: Y e s .  

A: But h e  s a i d  t h e  c i r c u i t  judges  had been t a l k i n g  t o  him. They wanted 
him t o  be  an  a s s o c i a t e  judgc.  And h e  t o l d  them t h a t  he  wouldn ' t  do i t  
u n l e s s  I okayed i t .  Well ,  I wanted t o  t e l l  him, " H e l l ,  no!" But you 
d o n ' t  do t h o s e  t h i n g s .  

The judges  and t h e  lawyers  t e l l  me t h a t  h e ' s  making an  e x c e l l e n t  judge.  
'I hope so .  But,  of  c o u r s e ,  I c a n ' t  have a n y t h i n g  before  him. And, 
n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  l a w y e r s  would s a y  t h a t  because  t h e y ' d ,  w e l l ,  t h e y ' d  be 
a f r a id  t o  s a y  something else l i k e  t h a t .  They'd f i g u r e  I ' d  c a r r y  i t  bac-k 
t o  him and t h e y  d o n ' t  want t o  s a y  something d e r o g a t o r y  about  t h e  judgc s n d  
t h e n  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  some b l a b b e r  mouth had passed i t  on t o  the judge.  

Q: Well. ( l a u g h t e r )  Yes, s i r .  



A: But t h e  judges  t e l l  me t h a t .  And I t h i n k  Joe  i s .  H e ' s  hones t  and h e '  
a damn s i g h t  smarter boy t h a n  1 w a s ,  e v e r  was. 

Q: Yes. Well. Is he m a r r i e d  now? 

A: Yes. H e  m a r r i e d  a  Carolyn T r a v i s ,  t h e y  were c l a s s m a t e s  i n  grade 
s c h o o l ,  h i g h  s c h o o l  and c o l l e g e .  

Q: How l o n g  h a s  h e  been m a r r i e d ?  

A: W e l l ,  h e  w a s  m a r r i e d  slince, about 1954, I t h i n k .  A f t e r  he d i d  h i s  . . 
twenty-two months i n  t h e  Army, w e l l ,  t h e n  h e  went back and took  two more 
y e a r s  o f  law. 

Q: Where, a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ?  

A: A t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s .  He gradua ted  reasonab ly  h i g h  i n  h i s  
c l a s s ,  I t h i n k .  H e  was p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  an  "A" s t u d e n t  a11  t h e  way, 1 
t h i n k .  And I was p r e t t y  c l o s e  to a "B" s t u d e n t .  

Q: Well. ( l a u g h t e r )  Yes, sir .  Do you have g r a n d c h i l d r e n  now? 

A: I have t h r e e  g r a n d c h i l d r e n .  Scott--well ,  a f t e r  h e  g radua ted  from 
h i g h  s c h o o l ,  t h e n  h e  g o t  mar r ied  and t h e n ,  t h a t  f a l l ,  he  went down t o  a  
j u n i o r  c o l l e g e  down h e r e  a t  Robinson, I t h i n k ,  and took a course  t h a t  
the Marathon O i l  Company, 1 b e l i e v e ,  sponsored.  Oil f i e l d  p r a c t i c e s .  
He went about  a semes te r  and a h a l f .  And h e ' s  now working a t  t h e  Essex 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  p l a n t  h e r e  a t  Pana. They ' re  an  e l e c t r i c  w i r e  f a c t o r y .  The 
have no c h i l d r e n .  

And t h e n ,  t h e  n e x t  c h i l d  i s  Susan. And Susan . . . gradua ted  From h i g h  
s c h o o l  two y e a r s  ago.  Joe  was v a l e d i c t o r i a n  o f  h i s  c l a s s  i n  h i g h  s c h o o l  
and so  w a s  h i s  d a u g h t e r  Susan. She ' s  a t  Northwestern t a k i n g  e n g i n e e r i n g ,  
and t h i s  summer s h e ' s  been working f o r  some s t e e l  company over  a t  Gary, 
I n d i a n a ,  o r  c l o s e  t o  Gary. 

Q: One o f  t h e  modern g i r l s ,  then .  

A: Yes. s h e ' s  n o t  o n l y  i n t e l l i g e n t ,  f a i r l y  good-looking, b u t ,  when she  
was i n  h i g h  s c h o o l ,  she ran t h e  ha l f -mi le  and p laced  t h i r d  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c  
meet o v e r  a t  S p r i n g f i e l d .  But s h e ' s  a  s h o r t y  and--I mean, s h e ' s  n o t  t a l l  
b u t  h a s  got  a h e l l  of a  l o t  of d e t e r m i n a t i o n .  

Q: Is t h a t  h e r  i n  t h a t  p i c t u r e  up t h e r e  t h a t  you have? ( P o i n t s  t o  
photograph on s h e l f )  

A: Yes, h e r  p i c t u r e  is  up t h e r e .  That was t h e  Pana Open . . . jogg ing  
t h i n g .  That  was h e r  f i n i s h i n g  up a two-mile r a c e ,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t  

Q: Goodness! 



A: Shc ' s  a good l i r r l e  a t h l e t e .  And sti1.l j o g s  q u i t e  a b i t .  But s h e  
d i d n ' t  go o u t  f o r  t h e  g i r l s '  t r a c k  team a t  Northwestern .  S h e ' s  been 
p r e t t y  c l o s e  t o  a s t r a i g h t  "A" s r u d e n t  a t  Northwestern .  I ' m  v e r y  proud 
of h e r .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  

A: The t h i r d  g r a n d c h i l d  i s  V a l e r i e  and s h e ' s  a  sophomore h e r e  i n  Pana 
High School ,  and a  c h e e r l e a d e r .  I a n t i c i p a t e  s h e ' s  p robab ly  a s  smar t  b u t  
s h e  d o e s n ' t  make t h e  g r a d e s  t h a t  Susan d i d .  1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  s h e  works a s  
ha rd  a t  i t  e i t h e r .  

Q: W e l l .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: I always hoped S c o t t  would be a  lawyer  bu t  . . . i t  d i d n ' t  work o u t  
t h a t  way. 

Q: 1 s e e .  And a r c  a l l  t h r e e  of t h e s e  J o e ' s  c h i l d r e n ?  

A: Y e s .  Now, Judy, a f t e r  s h e  g radua ted ,  s h e  f i r s t  went two y e a r s  t o  
MacMurray, where h e r  mother and grandmother had a t t e n d e d ,  my mother and 
my sisLcr had a t t e n d e d .  But MacMurray d i d n ' t  have c o u r s e s  i n  educa t ion .  
She wantcd t o  be  a t e a c h e r .  So,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  h e r  s e n i o r  y e a r ,  o r  maybe 
h e r  j u n i o r  and s e n i o r  y e a r ,  s h e  t r a n s f e r r e d  t o  I l l i n o i s .  

Q: T h a t ' s  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o i s ?  

A: YES. And, a f t e r  she gradua ted ,  s h e  t a u g h t  out  t n  Connec t icu t  f o r  
about  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s .  And then,  s h e  wanted t o  g e t  h e r  m a s t e r s  degree  
a t  Northwestern ,  s o  s h e  a p p l i e d  t o  t e a c h  a t  Evanston,  Winnetka and Lake 
F o r e s t .  She f l e w  back h e r c  Easter--we met h e r  up there--and s h e  went 
b c f o r e  t h e  superintendent a t  Evanston and t h e y  were k i n d  of  s n o t t y  t o  
h e r ,  s h e  thought .  ( l aughs)  She f i n a l l y  walked o u t  and t a l d  them s h e  
d j .dn l t  t h i n k  s h e  was i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t e a c h i n g  t h e r e .  

A: A n d  t h e n  went on up t o  Winnetka. And t h a t ' s  supposed t o  b e  t h e  t o p  
s c h o o l  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  you know. And went i n  and was h i r e d  t h a t  day. 

Q: Wel.1. So s h e '  s t h e r e  i n  Winnetka now? 

A: Yes. She purchased a home t h e r e  and she's  a t h i r d  g rade  t e a c h e r  i n  
t h e  Hubbard Woods School a t  Winnetka. And a p p a r e n t l y  v e r y  h i g h l y  
r e s p e c t e d .  She e n j o y s  l i f e  a l o t .  

Q: Y e s .  1s s h e  working on h e r  m a s t e r s ,  then ,  a t  Northwestern?  

A: While s h e  was a t  Winnetka s h e  s t u d i e d  d u r i n g  t h e  summers and g o t  h e r  
m a s t e r s  t h e r e .  I ' m  immodest abou t  her. Forgive  me f o r  i t ,  but  s h e ' s  a 
h e l l  of a sweet and c a p a b l e  ga l .  



Q: Yes. And s h e  h a s n ' t  m a r r i e d ?  

A: No. 

(2: (pause)  When t h e  c h i l d r e n  were growing up, where d i d  you go f o r  
v a c a t i o n s ?  

A: Oh, when t h e  k i d s  were young, we would go t o  F l o r i d a  d u r i n g  the 
Cllristmas h o l i d a y s .  And t h e n  t h a t  was t o o  damn f a r  and t o o  c o l d .  W e  went 
down t o  B i l o x i  f o r  a  few y e a r s .  'Then t o  Hot S p r i n g s ,  Arkansas ,  o r  t o  t h e  
Broadmoor Hote l  a t  CoLorado S p r i n g s  f o r  Chris tmas h o l i d a y s .  We went t o  
Panama one y e a r  d u r i n g  t h e  Chris tmas h o l i d a y s .  

Q: T h a t ' s  t h e  Panama Canal Zone? 

A: Y e s .  I had a  brother- in- law,  was c h i e f  o f  c h a p l a i n s  Tor t h a t  a r e a .  
Oh, go o u t  t o  t h i s  p l a c e ,  you know, o u t  i n  V i r g i n i a ,  c l o s e  t o  Norfolk-- 
L l i l l i a~nsburg  , o r  White Sulphur  Spr ings .  

Judy always wanted t o  go somewhere d u r i n g  t h e  Chris tmas h o l i d a y s .  She 
and Marian even g o t  m e  t o  t a k e  them and one o f  m y  g randdaughte r s  o u t  t o  
Yellowstone Park f o r  a  week, a y e a r  o r  s o  ago. You f l y  i n  t o  Jackson 
Holc and t a k e  a  snow coach down i n t o  t h e  pa rk  and s t a y  t h e r e  a t  t h e  Old 
F a i t h f u l  lodge .  Judy  and my granddaughte r ,  S u s i e ,  d i d  a l o t  o f  o v e r l a n d  
s k i i n g .  Judy l o v e s  t o  s k i  and i s  a L a i r  s k i e r ,  I chink.  Not t o p s ,  b u t  
shc  can t a k e  c a r e  o f  h e r s c l f .  

Q: Have you t r i e d  i t ?  

A: Bell, no! ( l a u g h t e r )  Oh, I ' v e  t r i e d  snowshoes. 

Q: Yes, s i r .  ( l a u g h t e r )  What k i n d  o f  s p o r t s  have you engaged i n ?  Gol f?  
Apparen t ly  . . . 
A: I used t o  l o v e  t o  hunt  q u a i l  bu t  n e v e r  had t o o  much t i m e .  And my l e g s  
wouldn ' t  h o l d  up now. I l o v e  Lo p l a y  g o l f .  I l o v e  t o  f i s h  h u t  n c v e r  have 
any t i m e  f o r  th r i t .  Bur, when I was a  young lawyer and d i d n ' t  have any 
b u s i n e s s ,  why, I ' d  p l a y  g o l f  e v e r y  n i g h t .  And I was a f a i r  c o u n t r y  g o l f e r  
Lhen. Got lucky  one t ime and h e l d  t h e  course  r e c o r d  once,  when I was 
young. 

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  Where, h e r e  a t  Pana? 

Q: Yes. But my handicap i s  now 1 6 .  Of course ,  I ' m  74 y e a r s  o l d .  But 
J o e ,  my son ,  h e  i s  a good g o l f e r .  H e  was the c l u b  champion t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
y e a r s  ago.  He's  a good g o l f e r .  

Q: Now, h i s  home i s  s t i l l  i n  Pana? 

A: Y e s ,  h e r e  i n  Pana. I p l a y  g o l f  w i t h  a r e t i r e d  banker ,  George Penwell ,  
and a s e m i - r e t i r e d  D r .  F r i t z  S i e g a r t ,  and s e m i - r e t i r e d  Leo Brunner,  who 



owns a wholesa le  a u t o  p a r t s  company. And T ' m  o l d e r  than each of them 
but we have a  l o t  of fun .  We p l a y  "bi-bam-boocy." ( laughs)  

Q: What i s  t h a t ?  

A: W e l l ,  t h e r e ' s  s e v e r a l  names t o  t h e  game. T f  you ' re  Lirst on t h e  
g r e e n ,  you g e t  a q u a r t e r  from everybody e l s e .  And, i f  y o u ' r e  c l o s e s t  
t o  t h e  h o l e ,  you g e t  a  q u a r t e r .  O r ,  i f  you a r c  t h e  f i r s t  t o  g e t  your 
p u t t  down, you g e t  an  e x t r a  q u a r t e r .  And we p l a y  "roodles" and 
I' Scotch-foursome" and . . . It almost  t a k e  a bookkeeper t o  keep s c o r e .  

Q: Well. ( l aughs)  

A: Oh, you can l o s e  and you can win. I won ten  o r  twelve d o l l a r s  a 
c o u p l e  o f  weeks ago.  And t h e n ,  two clays l a t e r ,  I t h i n k  I l o s t  a lmost  
ha l f  o f  i t  back and the r e s t  o f  it  the n e x t  t i m e .  ( l a u g h t e r )  We have 
a l o t  o f  fun .  

Q: Y e s ,  s i r .  

A: They ' re  a w f u l l y  n i c e  fel . lows t o  p l a y  wi th .  

Q: Y e s .  Does your  w i f e  p l a y  g o l f ,  t o o ?  

A: No. 

Q: S h e ' s  n e v e r  p layed  i t ?  

A: I d o n ' t  t h i n k  s h e  e v e r  d i d .  

Q: Is s h e  a  b r i d g e  p l a y e r ?  

A: Y e s ,  some. But s h e  and about  f i v e  o f  h e r  age  group, f i v e  o r  s i x  o f  
them, t h e y  have d i n n e r  every  Monday n i g h t  t o g e t h e r  and t h e n  t h e y  go t o  
one o r  t h c  o t h e r ' s  house and p l a y  rummy f o r  a penny a p o i n t .  And, i f  
Marian l o s e s  seventy-seven c e n t s ,  i t ' s  been a bad,  had evening!  

Q: Y e s ,  s i r .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: They have a  l o t  o f  fun .  

Q: Do you p l a y  any c a r d s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ?  

A: When 1 w a s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  w e  used t o  p l a y  poker  o v e r  a t  the 
Leland Hote l .  And t h a t  w a s  my f i r s t  few y e a r s  when I d i d n ' t  have muck 
l e g i s l a t i v e  b u s i n e s s .  You s e e ,  when you f i r s t  go up t h e r e ,  nobody t r u s t s  
you w i t h  important  l c g i s l a t i o n .  About t h e  o n l y  l e g i s l a t i v e  b i l l s  t h a t  
y o u ' r e  on a r e  ones  t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  a f f e c t  your  d i s t r i c t .  And t h e n ,  
when you g e t  i n  t h e  swing o f  t h i n g s  and get: t o  h a n d l e  l a r g e r  m a t t e r s ,  why, 
you d o n ' t  have t h e  t i m e .  But I played poker--1 th ink  we p l a y e d  f o r  a 
q u a r t e r  l i m i t  o r  a h a l f - d o l l a r  l i m i t .  Of course ,  t h a t  was a l o t  of money 
































