
Q: Well .  ( c h u c k l e s )  

A: And I t h i n k ,  a t  l e a s t  d u r i n g  t h e  Stcvenson a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  Sena tor  
Connors backed up e v e r y t h i n g  that  Governor Stevenson wanted.  

0: You say he d i d  d u r i n g  thar p e r i o d ?  

A: Y e s ,  s i r .  If t h e r e  was any f i n a n c i a l  inducements on t h e  o t h e r  s i d e ,  
noL t o  suppor t  S tevenson ' s  b i l l s ,  he ignored  them. I think Sena tor  
Connors was a b s o l u t e l y  l o y a l  t o  Stevenson.  

Q: Do you remember any o c c a s i o n s  when Thompson and Connors b u t t e d  heads  
on any p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y ?  

A: Well. (pause)  There was a m u l t i t u d e  o f  o c c a s i o n s  t h a t  happened. 
But Thompson was s u c c e s s f u l .  Gosh, h e  had a good m a j o r i t y .  L e t ' s  see,  
i n  t hose  days--well, l e t ' s  see ,  i n  t h e  1949 General  Assembly, t h e r e  was 
o n l y  l.8 Democrats i n  t h e  S e n a t e ,  and 32 Republ icans .  

Q:  So he  had a p r e t t y  good means o f  . . . 
A: Sena tor  Wallace Thompson n o t  on ly  had t h e  v o t e s  bu t  he was more 
i n t e l l i g e n t  probably  t h a n  anybody i n  the  Sena te .  H e  had a lot of f e l l o w s  
on t h e  Republ ican s i d e  d i d n ' t  l i k e  h i m .  They were j e a l o u s  of  him, f o r  
one t h i n g ,  and h e  was j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  a r l s i t r a r y .  Not a l i t t l e  b i t ,  
h e  w a s  -A- a r b i t r a r y .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  I g o t  a long  f i n e  w i t h  Thompson. I knew 
he  w a s  a r b i t r a r y ,  b u t  . . . 
Q: Can you t h i n k  of an example of h i s  a r b i t r a r i n e s s  t h a t  . . . 
A: Oh, there was a m u l t i t u d e  of t i m e s .  I c a n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  rememb~r .  
T h a t ' s  a l o n g  w h i l e  ago. 

A: Yes, sir. 

A: And pardon m e  f o r  being s o  darned dumb and f o r g e t f u l .  

( 2 :  Well. For example, on ru le  making, now, h e  would have been i n  a 
p o s i t i o n  where he cou1.d a d j u s t  t h e  r u l e s  t o  h i s  needs  . . . 
A: He d i d .  

Q: Can you t h i n k  of  an example of where h e  d i d  t h a t ?  

A: (pause)  No, I j u s t  c a n ' t .  I'm s o r r y .  



SESSION 6 ,  TAPE 1 2 ,  SIDE 1 (Conclusion) 

I): S i r ,  we mentioned f a i r s  a w h i l e  back h e r e .  Did you do a n y t h i n g  i n  

t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  i n  s u p p o r t  of t h c  C h r i s t i a n  County P a i r ?  

A: I suppor ted  t h e  county f a i r s .  You see ,  there is a County Fair  Assod 
c i a t i o n ,  and I would s a y  probably  h a l f  o r  two- th i rds  o f  t h e  coun t i e s  i n  
the  s t a t e  have county f a i r s .  Course,  here a t  Pana, we have what w e  c a l l  
t h e  Pana Tri-County F a i r .  And i t  s t a r t s  t h e  Thursday h e f o r e  and ends  on 
Labor Day, about  f i v e  days .  C a r l  P r e i h s ,  when h e  w a s  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  
i n  t h e  Rouse, he  formed t h a t  t h i n g .  ( l a u g h s )  They bought f o r t y  a c r e s  
of l and  o u t  here a t  t h e  edge of Pana, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good l a n d ,  b u t  
i t s  g o t  a good r a c e  t r a c k .  H e  i n c o r p o r a t e d  i t  as a " f o r - p r o f i t "  corpora-  
t i o n .  I must have f i f t e e n  o r  twenty s h a r e s  i n  i t .  I d o n ' t  know, I ' v e  
probably  g o t  $1,500 i n v e s t e d  i n  i t .  1 wouldn ' t  know. It n e v e r  p a i d  any 
d i v i d e n d s .  I n e v e r  p a i d  p a r t i c u l a r  a t t e n t i o n ,  bu t  I always l augh  because  
he i n c o r p o r a t e d  f o r  p r o f i t  and it never  made a dime. ( l a u g h t e r )  

T h e r e ' s  a bunch of young f e l l o w s  have t a k e n  it o v e r  now and t h e y ' r e  
doing p r e t t y  good, put  on a p r e t t y  decen t  f a i r .  You s e e ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  
conduct h a r n e s s  r a c e s ,  why, you have t o  have a p r e s i d i n g  judge of t h e  
r a c e s  and, a s  such,  you've go1 t o  be  l i c e n s e d  by t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  
T r o t t i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n .  W e l l ,  a  p r e s i d i n g  judge could charge about  t h i r t y -  
f i v e  d o l l a r s  a day i n  those  days ,  and now 1 presume i t  is f i l t y  o r  a 
hundred,  I don ' t  know. So t h e y  promoted me t o  s t u d y  up and t a k e  the  
examinat ion and g e t  a p r e s i d i n g  judge l i c e n s e  t o  save  t h a t  e x p e n d i t u r e ,  
as t h e y  knew I would a c t  f o r  free. About  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  h e  does i s  s i t  
i n  t h e  judges '  s t a n d  and i f  t h e r e  i s  any a c c i d e n t s ,  why, you are sup- 
posed t o  conduct a h e a r i n g  and determine who caused t h e  a c c i d e n t  and you 
a r e  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  suspend o r  f i n e  t h e  d r i v e r s  o r  owners who are a t  f a u l t .  
And t h e y  a l s o  asked  me t o  be a n  o f f i c i a l  t i m e r  o u t  t h e r e  f o r  awhi le .  
W e l l ,  I bought myself a s topwatch and f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  I was a t i m e r .  
Course,  t h e  n i c e  t h i n g  about  i t ,  you s i t  up t h e r e  i n  t h e  j u d g e s t  s t a n d  
and you can s e e  what goes on. 

Q: Oh, y e s ,  sir.  (chuck les )  

A: I s t u d i e d  up on t h e  t h i n g  and t o o k  t h e  examinat ion.  I w a s  a l i c e n s e d  
p r e s i d i n g  judge.  And as such,  h e l l ,  I cou ld  have been p r e s i d i n g  judge 
down a t  Fairmount o r  C o l l i n s v i l l e  o r  Cahokia Downs o r  Chicago Downs o r  
any o f  t h e  t r a c k s  i n  t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s ,  b u t  I n e v e r  was t o o  b r i g h t  on 
t h a t  t h i n g ,  and my o n l y  r e a s o n  f o r  do ing  it w a s  t o  s a v e  t h e  f a i r  a ssoc-  
i a t i o n  having t o  l a y  o u t  t h i r t y - f i v e  bucks e v e r y  day f o r  a p r e s i d i n g  
judge . 

Rut L f i n a l l y  q u i t .  W e  had a h e l l  o f  a good f a i r  and, l i k e  a l l  t h e  
county f a i r s ,  a  h a l f  mi le  t r a c k ,  and a good one and one day t h e r e  were 
8 o r  10 h o r s e s  going and everybody f i g h t i n g  f o r  trhe l e a d .  The wors t  
p l a c e  f o r  an  a c c i d e n t  t o  happen i s  on t h e  f i r s t  t u r n ,  because they  a r e  
a11 f i g h t i n g  f o r  t h e  lead  on t h e  curved t r a c k .  They'd l e f t  t h e  s t a r t i n g  



g a t e s  t h a t ' s  mounted on t h e  c a r  a t  county f a i r s  now, f o r  h a r n e s s  
racing--and around t h a t  f i r s t :  cu rve ,  why, you can g e t  i n  a h e l l  o f  a 
mess. And one t ime  a h o r s e  f e l l  down, o r  pu t  a  hoof th rough  t h e  
wheel of  a r a c i n g  c a r t  and f e l l .  P r a c t i c a l l y  all e n t r i e s  were i n  a 
p i l e  oE c a r t s  and h o r s e s  f a l l i n g  down, and so  f o r t h .  And we had one 
f e l l o w ,  a g r o c e r p a n  h e r e  a t  Pana, who was d r i v i n g  t h a t  day.  I w i l l  
always remember t h i s  g r o c e r ,  P a u l  Rudow, s a i l i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  crowd. 
H i s  momentum, when h i s  h o r s e  went down, j u s t  threw him o v e r  t h e  f e n c e ,  
t he  i n s i d e  r a i l  of  t h e  t r a c k ,  and i n t o  t h e  i n f i e l d .  F o r t u n a t e l y ,  
a l t h o u g h  s e v e r a l  h o r s e s  and d r i v e r s  were b r u i s e d  up, nobody was s e r i o u s l y  
i n j u r e d .  And i t  was my duty ,  t h e n ,  as p r e s i d i n g  judge, t o  conduct a 
h e a r i n g  t o  de te rmine  who caused ic a l l  and suspend,  o r  set down f o r  
various days ,  some of t h e  d r i v e r s .  Well, 1 conducted t h e  h e a r i n g  b u t  
made up my mind r i g h t  t h e n ,  "I a i n ' t  going t o  be a p r e s i d i n g  Judge 
anymore. " ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: So i t  r e a l l y  got  s t i c k y  t h e r e  a l l  of a sudden. 

A: You're darned r i g h t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  Well, you know, t h e  d r i v e r s  a r e  
j e a l o u s  o f  each o t h e r .  They w i l l  buddy up and gang t o g e t h e r  and l a y  
i t  on t o  some f e l l o w  t h e y  d o n ' t  l i k e ,  if t h e y  can.  

Q: S i r ,  you mentioned h u n t i n g  a w h i l e  ago. Was t h e r e  any a c t i v t r y  
i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  toward t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of w i l d l i f e ?  

A :  Oh, y e s .  There  was always a b i g  argument on about  how many b a s s  you 
cou ld  t a k e  and what l e n g t h  o f  b a s s  you could t a k e ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  was 
always a  b i g  argument as t o  when was t h e  b e s t  t ime t o  open t h e  r a b b i t  
and q u a i l  and pheasant  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n s ,  and t h a t  h a s  a lways been s h i f t e d  
back and f o r t h .  In  t h e  e a r l y  days ,  when I f i r s t  went i n  t o  t h e  Sena te  
i n  1934, w e  always had p r e t t y  damned good q u a i l  h u n t i n g  around h e r e ,  and 
f a i r  pheasan t  h u n t i n g ,  and I can remember, by 1942,  of going down t o  
s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  and h u n t i n g  a l l  day w i t h  t h r e e  o t h e r  f e l l o w s  and I 
think a l l  we got w a s  t h r e e  q u a i l ,  t h a t ' s  a l l  we g o t .  There was j u s t  no 
q u a i l .  The q u e s t i o n  was what was caus ing  i t .  One t h i n g ,  pe rhaps ,  was 
o i l e d  r o a d s ,  which t h e  q u a i l  would go o v e r  and wallow around i n  t h e  dust: 
a l o n g s i d e  o i l e d  roads ,  and rhen s e t  on the n e s t  and maybe ge t  an o i l  
f i l m  over t h e  eggs  and k i l l  t h e  eggs.  Thar w a s  one t h e o r y .  

Another t h i n g  was t h a t  a l o t  of f o r e s t e d  l a n d ,  o r  f ence  rows, hedge 
f e n c e s ,  were t a k e n  o u t ,  and t h a t  w a s  a n a t u r a l  h a b i t a t  f o r  q u a i l  and 
pheasan t s  t o  n e s t  and h i d e  i n .  You d o n ' t  have f e n c e s  l i k e  you used t o ,  
e s p e c i a l l y  hedge f e n c e s ,  but  you do have t h e s e  g r a s s  waterways t h a t  s o i l  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  b u i l d s  and t h a t  j u s t  seems t o  be a n  awfu l  n i c e  p l a c e  f o r  
q u a i l  t o  s t i c k  around. Now, i n  t h e  l a s t  few years, why, t h e y ' v e  had 
much b e t t e r  quai l  hun t ing ,  I t h i n k .  And we've go t  a r e a s  h e r e  c l o s e  ro  
Pana where t h e r e  is  good pheasan t  h u n t i n g .  It i s n ' t  n e a r  as good as 
North Dakota, but  o u t  h e r e  s o u t h  of Rosamond, l o t  o f  pheasan t s  o u t  t h e r e .  

Q: W e l l ,  now, t h e  pheasant  were no t  n a t u r a l  t o  t h i s  a r e a .  They were 
seeded here. Were you invo lved  w i t h  b r i n g i n g  t h e  p h e a s a n t s  i n ?  



A: Wel l ,  t h e r e  w e r e  always some p h e a s a n t s  h e r e ,  b u t  n o t  many, and t h e  
department of c o n s e r v a t i o n  always brought  down and d i s t r i h u t e d  q u a i l  and 
p h e a s a n t s  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  among f a r m e r s  and spor tsmen.  

Q: Was t h e r e  any 1 e g i s l . a t i o n  invo lved  w i t h  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ?  

A: W e l l ,  n a t u r a l l y  t h e r e  was an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  t o  Che depar tment  o f  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  f o r  i t .  But  t h e  spor tsmen would h i t c h  a t  t h e  department o f  
c o n s e r v a t i o n  and b i t c h  a t  t h e  fa rmers .  ( l a u g h s )  Nobody r e a l l y  knows 
why you have s p e l l s  of good h u n t i ~ g  and s p e l l s  o f  poor h u n t i n g .  I 
h a v e n ' t  hun ted  f o r  y e a r s ,  my 1.egs d o n ' t  t a k e  i t ,  bu t  I 've g o t  q u i t e  a 
f e w  f r i e n d s  t h a t  are q u a i l  h u n t e r s ,  pheasant  h u n t e r s  and . . . t h e y  keep 
m e  p r e t t y  w e l l  up on i t .  

Q: 1 u n d e r s t a n d  you were somewhat a g a i n s t  f o x  h u n t i n g  l i c e n s i n g .  

A: Oh-h-h, goddamit, t h a t ' s  a s o r r y  s u b j e c t .  

Q: Oh. ( l augh te r )  

A: Well ,  housewives claimed t h a t  f o x e s  would k i l l  c h i c k e n s ,  g e t  i n  t h e i r  
henhouse.  A s  a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  back t h e r e  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  and 1 9 4 0 t s ,  
why, p r a c t i c a l l y  e v e r y  farm w i f e  had a chicken house and would have eggs  
and h a t c h  o u t  baby c h i c k s  and would, oh,  produce f r y e r s ,  you know, oh, a 
hundred o r  two o f  them. Some t h e y  would se l l ,  some t h e y ' d  consume. 
When i t ' s  all saicl and  done, t h e r e  is  n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  than f r i e d  ch icken  
hardly. And some o f  the spor tsmen t h a t  l i k e d  t o  f o x  h u n t ,  why, t h e y  
wanted an open season  and t h e  housewives n a t u r a l l y  were g l a d  t o  s e e  
Eoxes k i l l e d .  

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  why, f a rmers  would g e t  t o g e t h e r ,  maybe a hundred 
fa rmers ,  and t a k e  t h e i r  guns a l o n g  and t h e y  would s p r e a d  o u t  around t h e  
p e r i m e t e r  o f ,  s a y ,  a f o u r  s q u a r e  m i l e  a r e a  and start walk ing  toward t h e  
c e n t e r ,  and make n o i s e  and k i c k  o u t  a l l  a r e a s .  And, sometimes, by t h e  
time t h e y  a l l  go t  t o  t h e  c e n t e r ,  why, you may have s c a r e d  up s i x  o r  
e i g h t  foxes .  The sportsmen d i d n ' t  l i k e  the f o x  p o p u l a t i o n  d e p l e t e d  that: 
way. There  was n o t h i n g  l e f t  f o r  t h e  f o x  dog h u n t e r s  t o  hun t .  And a l l  
of t h e  spor tsmen j u s t  r a i s e d  h e l l  about  t h a t .  

So you w e r e  c o n s t a n t l y  i n  a E i g h t ,  between t h e  housew<ves and f a r m e r s  
and t h e  sportsmen about  p r o h i b i t i n g  t h a t  and a l s o  p u t t i n g  s e a s o n s  on i t .  
And, o h ,  I th ink  probably  1936 o r  1938, I wenL on a b i l l  w i t h  somebody, 
maybe w i t h  s e v e r a l  f e l l o w s ,  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  f o x  hun t ing ,  making i t  open 
season and p e r m i t t i n g  f o x  d r i v e s  and s o  on,  and c h e s e  spor tsmen j u s t  
r a i s e d  h e l l .  These f e l l o w s  t h a t  had foxhounds,  you know. And, oh, by 
God, t h e y  got--so . . . At least--I d o n ' t  know whether 1 sponsored i t ,  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  I sponsored i t - -bu t ,  a t  l e a s t ,  1 v o t e d  f o r  i t .  And s o ,  t h e y  
had m e  r i g h t  between a rock  and a ha rd  s p o t .  

So I checked t h e  law I ' d  v o t e d  f o r  and I f i g u r e d  o u t  maybe it w a s  uncon- 
s t i t u t i o n a l ,  s o  I j u s t  n o t i f i e d  the  department of conservation--on a 



c e r t a i n  Sa tu rday ,  I think--I  w a s  going fox h u n t i n g .  W e l l ,  t h e  l a w  b c i n g  
you d i d n ' t  have t o  shoal: a l o x  t o  break t h e  l a w .  You j u s t  needed t o  
hunt  I o r  a fox t o  commit t h e  o f f e n s e .  And I a r r a n g e d  w i t h  t h e  s t a t e ' s  
a t t o r n e y  t o  f i l e  a war ran t  a g a i n s t  me, s e e ,  so t h e n  we could  t e s t  t h e  
l a w  o u t .  

Well ,  t h e  damned newspapers go t  a h o l d  of i t .  And, t h a t  morning, 1 put  
on my h u n t i n g  c l o t h e s  and,  p e r  my armouncement, a t  e l e v e n  o ' c l o c k  1 
guess  it w a s ,  I t o o k  my shotgun and went o u t  t o  t he  c o u n t r y  c l u b  and made 
p u b l i c  announcement I w a s  going f o x  htmring.  And an  a w f u l l y  good f r i e n d  
and g o l f  buddy of  mine, Danny Groll--ran t h e  Na t iona l  Greenhouse, a b i g  
commercial rose-growing place--decided h e  was gohg t o  comc a l o n g  and 
s e e  t h e  f u n .  The damned i d i o t ,  hc  was g e t t i n g  a h e l l  o f  a k i c k  o u t  of my 
 roubles and he showed up wi th  a handmadc bow and arrow! I wanted t o  
k i l l  him. ( l a u g h t e r )  

And we s t a r t e d  o u t  and t h e n  some o t h e r  i d i o t  had gone up t o  Judge P r e i h s '  
law o f f i c e  where t h e y  had a mounted s t u l f c d  fox and, unbeknownst t o  m e ,  
brought i t  o u t  t o  t h e  coun t ry  c l u b  and h i d  i t  i n  t h e  r a i s e d  edge o f  a 
bunker.  

It ended up j u s t  a durned s i l l y  mess! And t h e n  t h e y  got: ou t  a war ran t  
f o r  me f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h c  f o x  h u n t i n g  law. 

Q: Who was t h a t ?  The s c a r e ' s  a t t o r n e y  here?  

A: Yes. H e  was c o o p e r a t i v e .  We had a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  j u s t i c e  of t h e  
peace h e r e  a t  Pana and I made my argumenr t h a t  t h e  l aw was u n c o n s t i t u -  
t i o n a l  and made a motion t o  d i s m i s s  and t h e  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace d i s -  
m i s s e d  i t  and everybody in t h e  S t a t e  nf  I l l i n o i s  got  r e l i e v e d .  ( l a u g h t e r )  
I hope. 

Q: Did i t  a f l e c t  t h e  l a w ,  t h e n ?  Was il: changed i n  any way? 

A: It was changed t h e  n e x t  s e s s i o n ,  as 1 r e c a l l .  F rank ly ,  I always 
thought it was one of t h e  s i l l i e s t  and  most a s i n i n e  t h i n g s  I e v e r  got  
i n t o .  ( l a u g h t e r )  F thought  1 made a damned f o o l  ou t  of myself .  They 
s t i l l  k i d  me about  i t  o c c a s i o n a l l y .  Most of the  peop le  now l i v i n g  d o n ' t  
remember i t .  But it was funny. 

And t h e  funny t h i n g  was, l a t e r  on,  why, t h e y  always h e l d  an a n n u a l  coon 
hunt t r i a l s  down here  a t  what t h e y  c a l l  Hutchins  Timber, round t h e  Boy 
Scout Camp and a d j a c e n t  t o  t h a t .  And a farmer  had a bunch of young 
h o r s e s  i n  a l o t  and coons a r e  cagey a s  they can he .  So, what a coon 
does when dogs arc chas ing  him, Ile g e t s  i n  among these h o r s e s ,  you know, 
and h e ' l l  c i r c l e  around through t h e  h o r s c s  two o r  t h r e e  t imes  and t a k e  a 
heck of a b i g  jump and t a k e  o f f  i n  a n o t h e r  d i r e c t i o n .  And, of course ,  
t h e s e  coondogs come b a r r e l i n g  i n  t h e r e  a b e l l e r i n g  and bawling,  you know, 
and they  g e t  a l l  confused and t h e y  s c a r e  t h e s e  h o r s e s ,  and s o  on. Th is  
farmer ,  he  was a lnnned about  his h o r s e s  g e t t i n g  s c a r e d  and h u r t ,  s o  he 
went o u t  t h e r c  and he  c la imed he had s h o t  s t r a i g h t  up i n  t h e  a i r  t o  s c a r e  



t h e  dogs away, s o  t h e y  wouldn ' t  run t h e s e  h o r s e s  around and i n j u r e  some 
of  them. Wel l ,  he  might have s h o t  s t r a i g h t :  up i n  t h e  a i r ,  bu t  h e  
k i l l e d  a coondog which was running on t h e  ground. 

Q: Well .  ( chuck les )  

A: And t h e n ,  t h e  coondog's owner had him a r r e s t e d  f o r  k i l l i n g  h i s  dog and 
h e  c o u l d n ' t  g e t  any lawyer  around S h e l b y v i l l e  t o  r e p r e s e n t  him. W e l l ,  
h e  came i n  h e r e  and 1 agreed  I ' d  r e p r e s e n t  him. And I went o v e r  t o  t h e  
h e a r i n g ,  t h e  a r ra ignment  a t  S h e l b y v i l l e  and,  my gosh, I ' l l  b e t  t h e r e  was 
a hundred coon h u n t e r s  t h e r e ,  madder t h a n  hops.  And John F r i b l e y ,  t h e i r  
e r s t w h i l e  good f r i e n d ,  was defending t h e  f e l l o w .  Well, 1 went i n  and 
p leaded  n o t  g u i l t y  and asked  f o r  a  j u r y  t r i a l  and t h a t ' s  a l l  we3 e v e r  
heard  o f  t h a t .  

But ,  about  a  y e a r  l a t e r ,  t h e  f e l l o w  t h a t  owned t h i s  coondog t h a t  was s h o t  
sued t h e  farmer  f o r  $5,000. And c la imed t h a t  t h e  coondog t h a t  he  k i l l e d  
was a young, wel l -bred,  and so  on and worth a t  l e a s t  twenty-f ive  hundred 
bucks.  ( l aughs)  So, I defended t h e  f e l l o w  on t h a t .  We t r i e d  i t  i n  
f r o n t  o f  a j u r y  and I shou ld  have k icked  one j u r o r  o f f ,  b u t  I d i d n ' t  and,  
a f t e r  a day and a h a l f  t r i a l ,  why t h e  j u r y  come back and found o u t  t h a t  
my man was g u i l t y ,  and found t h a t  t h e  coondog was worth f i f t y  bucks.  

Q:  Oh, i s  that r i g h t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  W e l l .  

A: Judge S l a t e r  e n t e r e d  a  judgment f o r  $50 b u t ,  heck,  t h e  c o s t s ,  w i t h  a l l  
t h e  w i t n e s s  f e e s  and e v e r y t h i n g ,  L t h i n k  it run about $400 o r  $500. A t  
least .  Judge S l a t e r ,  a  Pana boy, always s a i d ,  "Well, a t  l e a s t  w e  e s t a b -  
l i s h e d  t h e  v a l u e  o f  a coondog." 

SESSION 7 ,  TAPE 1 3 ,  S I D E  1 

Q: Back i n  1935 and 1936,  you s e r v e d  on t h e  committee on r e a p p o r t i o n -  
ment. Now, reappor t ionment  d i d n ' t  come about  u n t i l  1953. What was going 
on i n  r e g a r d  t o  reappor t ionment  back i n  t h e  m i d - t h i r t i e s ?  

A: Well ,  t h e  answer t o  t h a t  i s ,  " p r a c t i c a l l y  no th ing . "  Chicago and Cook 
County were screaming because t h e y  had b e t t e r  t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  
p o p u l a t i o n ,  bu t  t h e y  o n l y  had about t w o - f i f t h s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Sena te  and t h e  House. And, of c o u r s e ,  t h e  d e s i r e  f o r  reappor t ionment  j u s t  
wasn ' t  going t o  happen w i t h  downsta te  b e i n g  i n  c o n t r o l .  It seems t o  m e  
t h a t  somewhere a l o n g  t h e  l i n e  t h e r e  w a s  a c o n g r e s s i o n a l  r eappor t ionment ,  
b u t  t h e r e  was no I l l i n o i s  General  Assembly reappor t ionment .  

A f t e r  1952, when I went o u t ,  why, I t h i n k  that: S t r a t t o n  was t h e  governor  
and h e  decided--and i t  w a s  f a i r  and p r o p e r ,  t h e r e  i s  no q u a r r e l  about  
t h a t .  I mean, m o r a l l y ,  t h e y  were e n t i t l e d  t o  reappor t ionment .  And 
t h a t  ' s  when t h e y  had t h e  reappor t ionment ,  d u r i n g  st r a t t o n ' s  actministra-  



t i o n ,  as I r e c a l l ,  whereby Chicagc and Cook County ended up w i t h  more 
t h a n  h a l f  of t h e  membership of rhc l e g i s l a t u r e .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  Do you remember anyone. who pu t  i n  any b i l l s  i n  t h e  mid- 
1 9 3 0 ' s  o r  e a r l y  l w 9 4 0 t s ?  

A: Oh, I t h i n k  t h a t  very probably--1 d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember--hut 
I t h i n k  p robab ly  e v e r y  s e s s i o n  t h e r e  were b i l l s  i n t r o d u c e d  by Chicago 
and t h e  Cook County l e g i s l a t o r s  t o  form commiss io~ls  t o  s t u d y  t h e  t h i n g .  
But t l ie  commissions j u s t  d i d n ' t  do any work. They might have made some 
mot ions ,  b u t  a n y t h i n g  t h e y  came up wi th  would have been t u r n e d  down. 

See ,  t h e r e  a lways  was b i t t e r  f e e l i n g  between t h e  Cllicago and Cook 
County group and s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s .  But,  01 c o u r s e ,  when you g e t  o u t  of  
Cook County--Du Page, McHeriry and Lake Count y--why, t h e  p o p u l - a ~ i o n  t h e r e  
was s t e a d i l y  i n c r e a s i n g .  T h a t ' s  one  of  t h e  r e a s o n s  why, under t h e  
S t r a t t o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  t h e y  were i n  a p o s i t i o n  t o  change t h e  p i c t u r e .  
They grouped Cook Councy a l o n g  w i t h  Uu Page and I,ake and maybe Mcfienry, 
soma of  t h e  c o u n t i e s  up t h e r e .  Moral ly  t h e y  were e n t i t l e d  t o  i t ,  No 
q u a r r e l  about  t h a r .  I t h i n k  t h e  reason  t h e  downs ta te r s  went a l o n g  w i t h  
t h e  reappor t ionment  under  t h e  S t r a t t o n  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w a s  t h a t  t h e y  
f e l t  t h a t ,  i n  c a s e  Cook County go t  t o  b e i n g  t o o  rough i n  some o l  t h e i r  
demands, thatr t h e y  would have t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  the h e l p  from t h o s e  o t h e r  
c o u n t i e s .  

Q: Was t h e r e  e v e r  any f e e l i n g  of t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  t h e  f e d e r a l  govern- 
m e n t  o r  t h e  c o u r t s  g e t t i n g  i n  and f o r c i n g  reappor t ionment ,  i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 ' s  
and 1940's:' 

A: I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h r e a t e n e d  b u t ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  you never had s o  
many i d e a s  of  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s  supreme c o u r t  order i .ng reapportionment. .  

Q: Why w a s  t h a t ?  

A: Well, i t ' s  o n l y  been t h e  l a s t ,  l t d  s a y ,  f i f t e e n  o r  twenty  y e a r s  t h a t  
we've had s o  darned much l i t i g a t i o n  about  e q u a l  r i g h t  s--not o n l y  equa l  
r i g h r s  as f a r  as v o t i n g  is  concerned,  b u t  e q u a l  r i g h t s  f o r  m i n o r i t i e s .  
Course,  t h e  b i g  m i n o r i t y  t h e n  w a s  t h e  Negroes, t h e  b l a c k  p e o p l r .  

Q: What was your f e e l i n g  r e g a r d i n g  cumulati .ve v o t i n g ?  

A: F r a n k l y ,  T have mixed emot ions .  Back i n  t h e  o l d  days ,  why, t h e  
Democrat p a r t y  and t h e  Republican p a r t y ,  t h e y  would--if t h e y  had more 
Democrats i n  a l e g i s l a t i v e  d i s t r i c t ,  you would preach "Vote a s t r a i g h t  
Democrat t i c k e t , "  and,  i f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  was Republ ican,  Chen "Vote a 
s t r a i g h t  Republ ican t i c k e t , "  s o  you would b e  sure and send t w o  of  your 
men, from t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  d i s t r i c t ,  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e .  But,  a s  t h e  
t h ing  worked o u t  p r a c t i c a l l y ,  i t  j u s t  d i d n ' t  work because--for i n s t a n c e ,  
i n  my 40th S e n a t 7 r i a l  D i s t r i c t ,  back i n  t h o s e  days w e  had Representra t ive  
Sam L o r t o a  from Cowden and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a s t e r d ~ y  from Vanda l i a  and,  



l a t e r  on,  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P r e i h s  f rom Pana, and we always had two Democrat 
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  from my d i s t r i c t .  And 5: would a lways,  i n  my speech  a t  a 
Democrat meet ing,  s a y  "Vore a s t r a i g h t :  Democrat t i c k e t  s o  w e ' l l  be  s u r e  
t o  send two members t o  t h e  House." And we always d i d .  Came awfu l  c l o s e  
t o  n o t  do ing  it a few t imes .  

But,  as a m a t t e r  of p r a c t i c e ,  a f t e r  t h e s e  sanc t imonious  r e q u e s t s ,  j u s t  
as soon as t h e  meet ing was o v e r  w i t h ,  why, each o f  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  would 
g e t  h i s  particular c r o n i e s  and t e l l  them t o  "plunk" t h r e e  v o t e s  f o r  him, 
t h a t  i s  t o  mark o n l y  h i s  name s o  h e ' d  g e t  a l l  t h r e e  v o t e s .  Sam L o r t o n ' s  
I a v o r i t e  e x p r e s s i o n  was, "You've got  t o  ' hep l  me. You've g o t  t o  g i v e  
me c h r e e  v o t e s  ." H e  d i d n ' t  s a y  "help" m e ,  h i s  word was "hep," H-E-P. 

And a r a t h e r  funny t h i n g .  I knew what was going on.  The l a s t  week 
b e f o r e  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  when t h i n g s  g o t  more e x c i t i n g  and  emot iona l ,  Sam 
Lorton woulcl n o t  a t t e n d  any p o l i t i c a l  mee t ings .  I ' d  f i n d  o u t  t h a t  h e  
had been down i n  Cumberland County and,  u s i n g  Cumberland County as an 
i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  he would go down t h e r e  w i t h  h i s  c r o n i e s  and t e l l  them 
t h a t ,  "They are j u s t  murder ing me up i n  C h r i s t i a n  County and,  boy, 
you've--you go t  t o  'hep'  m e .  You've g o t  t o  g e t  o u t  and ' p l u n k t  t o r  
me." Then, h e  would go o v e r  t o  F a y e t t e  County and h e ' d  t e l l  them t h a t  
Lhey were murdering him o v e r  i n  Cumberland and s o  on i n  Shelby and i n  
C h r i s t i a n .  

So what 1 d i d  when I was i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  why, I would have a p r e t t y  
f a i r  f e e l i n g  about how Lor ton  and Eas te rday  o r  P r e i h s  were runn ing  o v e r  
t h e  d i s t r i c t  and,  i f  I thought  t h a t  Lor ton was runn ing  way ahead,  t h e n  
T would t e l l  my people  up h e r e  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  "Now, you 'd  b e t t e r  p lunk  
f o r  Eas te rday  t o  make up f o r  that: th ing . "  You r a n  i n t o  t h a t  r i g h t  a l o n g ,  
o f  hav ing  t o  t r y  t o  even up. It w a s  p o l i t i c a l  mach ina t ions ,  you might 
say .  ( l aughs  ) 

(1: Within  t h e  s i n g l e  p a r t y ,  t h e n  . . . 
A: Yes. But I c a n ' t  remember, s i n c e  1930 when I g o t  o u t  o f  law s c h o o l ,  
t h a t  t h e  40 th  S e n a t o r i a l  D i s t r i c t  e v e r  had bu t  one Republ ican.  Although 
--you see, i n  t h o s e  days ,  C h r i s t i a n  County was s t r o n g  Democrat, and 
Shelby was f a i r l y  s t r o n g  Democrat, and Cumberland was a l i t t l e  b i t  
Republ ican,  and F a y e t t e  w a s  about  f i f t y - f i f t y .  Well, for i n s t a n c e ,  i n  
1952 when Stevenson ancl Eisenhower were runn ing  f o r  p r e s i d e n t ,  and we 
had t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Eisenhower l a n d s l i d e ,  where I was defeated--cut  i t  o f f  
a second. 

( t a p i n g  s topped f o r  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  s e c r e t a r y ,  t h e n  resumed) 

Q: Cumulative v o t i n g .  

A:' And, i n  t h e  1952 e l e c t i o n ,  why, t h e  . . . t h e r e  was a h e l l  o f  a b i g  
chance t h e n  o f  t h e  t h i n g  b u s t i n g  l o o s e  because  Eisenhower just r a n  l i k e  
a s c a r e d  c a t .  But,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  never  i n  h i s t o r y  have we e v e r  



llad two Republ icans  i n  t h i s  d i s t r i c t .  B u t ,  i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  that:  
t h e s e  Democrat nominees--and i t  a p p l i e s  t o  Republ icans ,  tao--when t h e  
c a n d i d a t e s  g e t  up and s a y ,  "Vote her s t r a i g h t  so  w e ' l l  run even," i t  
j u s t  never  works o u t .  ( l a u g h ~ e r )  

Q: Back i n  1935, when you s t a r t e d  o u t ,  you were p l a c e d  on t h r e e  com- 
m i t t e e s .  I ' d  l i k e  t o  name them and s e e  i f  you r e c a l l  any a c t i v i t i e s .  
One was t h e  banks and banking.  Do you r e c a l l  any a c t i v i t y  on t h a t  
committee? You s e r v e d  u n t i l  1940 on i t .  

A: 1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was e v e r  any a c t i v i t y  then .  Those were jus t - -  
s e e ,  we were r e c o v e r i n g  from t h e  Depress ion.  There  was no a c t i v i t y  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  branch banking i n  those days  and t h e r e  was no a c t i v i t y  i n  
r e g a r d  t o  i n t e r e s t  r a t e s  i n  t h o s e  days .  We d i d  have c o n s i d e r a b l e  
a c t i v i t y  on cur rency  exchanges.  

Q: Oh? What t y p e  o f  a c t i v i t y ?  

A: Well. You s e e ,  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  t h e  Depress ion ,  i n  1930 and 1932 and 
1933--1 d o n ' t  remember j u s t  when i t  was--but, when Roosevel t  went i n ,  
why, h e  i n m e d i a t e l y  d e c l a r e d  a moratorium and c l o s e d  e v e r y  bank i n  t h e  
Uni ted S t a t e s .  P r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime ,  a f l o c k  of banks had gone b roke ,  
were pu t  i n t o  r e c e i v e r s h i p .  Here i n  C h r i s t i a n  County, t h e y  had about  
twenty-one banks and a l l  b u t  t h r e e  went: b roke ,  I t h i n k .  Three  banks a t  
T a y l o r v i l l e  went broke.  W e  had two banks i n  Pana, bo th  went b roke ;  one 
bank i n  Assumption, went broke;  t h e  bank i n  M o r r i s o n v i l l e ,  I b e l i e v e ,  
went b roke ;  t h e  bank a t  Kinca id ,  went b roke ;  t h e  bank a t  S ton ing ton ,  
went broke; t h e  bank a t  Edinburg,  went broke.  The o n l y  banks,  a s  1 
r e c a l l ,  t h a t  never  went broke was . . . t h e  bank a t  Assumption, one 
bank a t  . . . T a y l o r v i l l e  and one a t  Palmer. 

Well, h e r e  i n  Pana, t h e  banks h e r e  i n  Pana went broke around December 
of 1929 o r  e a r l y  1930. My f a t h e r  had always banked a t  t h e  Schuyle r  bank 
h e r e  a t  Pana and, t o  show you t h e  changes,  t h e  bank went broke and i t  
was about  a two-and-a-half m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  bank, and t h a t  was a h e l l  o f  a 
b i g  bank i n  those  days.  And my fa the r - in - law,  D r .  L i t t l e ,  had s t o c k  i n  
a bank a t  Rosamond and it went broke--but i t  went broke b e f o r e  1929. 
But,  a t  any r a t e ,  j u s t  as soon as t h e  Schuyle r  bank went broke--well, I 
wish I had kep t  t h e  l e t t e r  from my mother who wrote  t o  m e  i n  December 
of 1929 and s h e  j u s t  c o u l d n ' t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  Schuyler  bank had gone 
broke.  

My f a t h e r  was a s u b s t a n t i a l  farmer  and,  e v e r y  August ,  he would go t o  
Kansas o r  Oklalioma o r  Texas and buy a couple  hundred f e e d e r  c a t t l e ,  
"d rou thers"  we c a l l e d  them. 

Q: C a l l e d  them what? 

A :  "Drouthers." I n  o t h e r  words, on t h e  ranches  t h e  grass d r i e d  out: and 
burned up and that was t h e  t ime  f o r  us  t o  buy. And Dad had a good c r e d i t  



r e p u t a t i o n  and he  would always go down and buy and t h e n  w r i t e  checks.  
And, when he  g o t  home, he would go i n t o  t h e  Schuyler  bank and o l d  man 
Schuyle r  would l o a n  him $30,U00, o r  whatever it amounted t o ,  f o r  t h e  
c a t t l e  h e  had purchased.  He would go i n  t h e  bank and g i v e  a  n o t e  f o r  
i t .  He'd always spoken t o  o l d  man Schuylcr  b e f o r e  and t h a t ' s  what h e  
t o l d  him t o  do. 

F o r t u n a t e l y ,  my f a t h e r  owed t h e  bank $35,000, P t h i n k  $37,000 w i t h  t h e  
i n t e r e s t ,  when t h e  Schuyle r  bank went broke.  And I don ' t  t h i n k  he 
e v e r  had o v e r  probably  $500 i n  h i s  checking acc-ount, s o  he d i d n ' t  g e t  
h u r t  a t  a l l .  And, o f  course ,  when he  s o l d  h i s  c a t t l e  t h e  nex t  s p r i n g ,  
h e  p a i d  o f f  h i s  d e b t .  

But t h e  Republ icans  were i n  o f f i c e  t h e n ,  when t l l e  Schily7.er bank w m t  
broke ,  and t h e  s t a t e  a u d i t o r  appo in ted  a f e l l o w  by t h e  name of Franken- 
feld as r e c e i v e r .  And t h e n ,  i n  1932, why, Eddie B a r r e t t  w a s  e l e c t e d  
s t a t e  a u d i t o r ,  and he  promptly changed t h i n g s  and removed t h e  rt?ceiver--  
a l t h o u g h  Frankenfe ld  was a good man, a good r e c e i v e r .  He was a c l i e n t  
o f  mine. H e  was a Republ ican bu t  a good c l i e n t  and f r i e n d  o f  mine, And 
t h e y  a p p o i n t e d  Nora Molz as r e c e i v e r ,  and t h e y  appo in ted  me as a t t o r n e y  
f o r  t h e  r e c e i v e r .  

But t h e  Schuyler  bank o n l y  p a i d  o u t  abou t  3 0 ~  on t h e  d o l l a r ,  c l o s e  t o  
t h a t  o r  around t h a t  f i g u r e .  Q u i t e  a  few banks--the Colegrove bank 
a t  T a y l o r v i l l e  I don ' t  t h i n k  p a i d  o u t  over about 1 5 ~  o r  2 0 ~  on t h e  d o l l a r .  
However, t h e  Roy Johnston bank--I t h i n k  t h a t  w a s  t h e  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  of 
T a y l o r v i l l e - - i t  was c l o s e d  i n  t h e  s p r i n g  o f  1930 and Roy Johnston--whose 
son ,  Dave, was i n  l aw school  w i t h  me--when t h e y  c l o s e d  h i s  bank, why, h e  
was t h e  most unpopular  f e l l o w  i n  t h e  country and he came up t o  Champaign 
and s t a y e d  about: a week t h e r e  a t  t h e  f r a t e r n i t y  house w i t h  h i s  son.  h d  
he t o l d  me, and I thought  probably  he was c r a z y ,  t h a t  h i s  bank wasn ' t  
broke.  H e  s a i d ,  "It ' l l  pay o u t . "  And t h e  p e c u l i a r  t h i n g  about  i t  was, 
i n  s p i t e  of t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y  l i q u i d a t e d  t h e  a s s e t s  f o r ,  i n  some c a s e s ,  
l e s s  t h a n  what t h e y  were t h e n  worth--everybody was broke,  s e e .  Nobody 
had any money t o  buy a s s e t s .  But t h a t  bank p a i d  o u t  9 9 ~  on t h e  d o l l a r !  
It broke Roy Johns ton ,  he was t h e  main s t o c k h n l d e r  of i t .  

Roy Johns ton ,  he  came back f a s t  and was e l e c t e d  c l e r k  o f  t h e  a p p e l l a t e  
c o u r t  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d .  Awfully n i c e  b u s i n e s s  man. H e  was a  rough o l d  
f e l l o w .  H i s  son ,  Dave, g radua ted  and l a t e r  h e  s e r v e d  on t h e  i n d u s t r i a l  
commission, under Governor Green, and S t r a t t o n .  Damned good lawyer.  He 
was a s p e c i a l i s t  on workmen's compensation c a s e s .  

B u t ,  g e t t i n g  back on t h e  s u b j e c t ,  and pardon m e  f o r  rambl ing around so 
much . . . 
Q: T h a t ' s  f i n e .  

A: Here w e  were h e r e  i n  Pana w i t h  no bank. BUC w i t h i n  f o u r  o r  f ive  
months, weal thy men h e r e  i n  Pana, Warren Penwell  and Herb A m l i n g  and 
D r .  Eberspacher, went down i n t o  Missour i  and h i r e d  a  banker  by t h e  name 
















































































































