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Q: Well. (chuckles)

At And I think, at least during the Stevenson administration, Senator
Connors backed up everything that Governor Stevenson wanted.

Q: You say he did during that period?
A: Yes, sir. If there was any financial inducements on the other side,

not to support Stevenson's billsa, he ignored them. I think Senator
Connors was absolutely loyal to Stevenson.

Q: Do you remember any occasions when Thompson and Connors butted heads
on any particular activity?

A: Well. (pause) There was a multitude of occasions that happened.

But Thompson was successful. Gosh, he had a good majority. Let's see,
in those days-~-well, let's see, in the 1949 General Assembly, there was
only 18 Democrats in the Senate, and 32 Republicans.

Q: So he had a pretty good means of

A: Senator Wallace Thompson not only had the votes but he was more
intelligent probably than anybody in the Senate. He had a lot of fellows
on the Republican side didn't like him. They were jealous of him, for

one thing, and he was just a little bit arbitrary. Not a little bit,
he was arbitrary. Fortunately, I got along fine with Thompson. I knew

he was arbitrary, but
Q: Can you think of an example of his arbitrariness that .

A: Oh, there was a multitude of times. I can't particularly remember.
That's a long while ago.

A: Yes, sir.
A: And pardon me for being so darned dumb and forgetful.

Q: Well. For example, on rule making, now, he would have been in a
position where he could adjust the rules to his needs

A: He did.
Q: Can you think of an example of where he did that?

A: (pause) No, I just can't. I'm sorry.
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SESSTON 6, TAPE 12, SIDE 1 (Conclusion)

Q: Sir, we mentioned fairs a while back here. Did you do anything in
the legislature in support of the Christian County fair?

A: T supported the county fairs. You see, there is a County Fair Asso-
ciation, and I would say probably half or two-thirds of the counties in
the state have county fairs. Course, here at Pana, we have what we call
the Pana Tri-County Fair. And it starts the Thursday before and ends on
Labor Day, about five days. Carl Preihs, when he was in the legislature,
in the House, he formed that thing. (laughs) They bought forty acres

of land out here at the edge of Pana, not particularly good land, but

its got a good race track. He incorporated it as a "for-profit" corpora-
tiom. I must have fifteen or twenty shares in it. I don't know, I've
probably got $1,500 invested in it. I wouldn't know. It never paid any
dividends. I never paid particular attention, but I always laugh because
he incorporated for profit and it never made a dime. (laughter)

There's a bunch of young fellows have taken it over now and they're
doing pretty good, put on a pretty decent fair. You see, in order to
conduct harness races, why, you have to have a presiding judge of the
races and, as such, you've got to be licensed by the United States
Trotting Association. Well, a presiding judge could charge about thirty-
five dollars a day in those days, and now T presume it is fifty or a
hundred, I don't know. So they promoted me to study up and take the
examination and get a presiding judge license to save that expenditure,
as they knew I would act for free. About the only thing he does is sit
in the judges' stand and if there is any accidents, why, you are sup~
posed to conduct a hearing and determine who caused the accident and you
are authorized to suspend or fine the drivers or owners who are at fault.
And they also asked me to be an official timer out there for awhile.
Well, I bought myself a stopwatch and for several vears T was a timer.
Course, the nice thing about it, you sit up there in the judges' stand
and you can see what goes on,

Q: Oh, vyes, sir. (chuckles)

A: I studied up on the thing and took the examination. I was a licensed
presiding judge. And as such, hell, I could have been presiding judge
down at Fairmount or Collinsville or Cahokia Downs or Chicago Downs or
any of the tracks in the United States, but I never was too bright on
that thing, and my only reason for doing it was to save the fair assoc—
iation having to lay out thirty-five bucks every day for a presiding
judge.

But I finally quit. We had a hell of a good fair and, like all the
county fairs, a half mile track, and a good one and one day there were

8 or 10 horses going and everybody fighting for the lead. The worst
place for an accident to happen is on the first turn, because they are
all fighting for the lead on the curved track. They'd left the starting
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gates that's mounted on the car at county fairs now, for harness
racing-~and around that first curve, why, you can get in a hell of a
mess, And one time a horse fell down, or put a hoof through the
wheel of a racing cart and fell, Practically all entries were in a
pile of carts and horses falling down, and so forth. And we had one
fellow, a groceryman here at Pana, who was driving that day. I will
always remember this grocer, Paul Rudow, sailing out of the crowd.

His momentum, when his horse went down, just threw him over the fence,
the inside rail of the track, and into the infield. Fortunately,
although several horses and drivers were bruised up, nobody was seriously
injured. And it was wmy duty, then, as presiding judge, to conduct a
hearing to determine who caused it all and suspend, or set down for
various days, some of the drivers. Well, I conducted the hearing but
made up my mind right then, "I ain't going to be a presiding judge
anymore." (laughter)

Q: So it really got sticky there all of a sudden.

At You're dammed right. (laughter) Well, you know, the drivers are
jealous of each other. They will buddy up and gang together and lay
it on to some fellow they don't like, if they can.

Q: S5ir, you mentioned hunting a while ago. Was there any activity
in the legislature toward the preservation of wildlife?

A: Oh, yes. There was always a big argument on about how many bass you
could take and what length of bass you could take, and then there was
always a big argument as to when was the best time to open the rabbit
and quail and pheasant hunting seasons, and that has always been shifted
back and forth. 1In the early days, when I first went in to the Senate
in 1934, we always had pretty damned good quail hunting around here, and
fair pheasant hunting, and I can remember, by 1942, of going down to
southern Illinois and hunting all day with three other fellows and I
think all we got was three quail, that's all we got. There was just no
quail. The question was what was causing it. One thing, perhaps, was
oiled roads, which the quail would go over and wallow around in the dust
alongside oiled roads, and then set on the nest and maybe get an oil
film over the eggs and kill the eggs. That was one theory.

Another thing was that a lot of forested land, or fence rows, hedge
fences, were taken out, and that was a natural habitat for quail and
pheasants to nest and hide in. You don't have fences like vou used to,
especially hedge fences, but you do have these grass waterways that soil
conservation builds and that just seems to be an awful nice place for
quail to stick around. UNow, in the last few years, why, they've had
much better quail hunting, I think. And we've got areas here close to
Pana where there is good pheasant hunting. It isn't near as good as
North Dakota, but out here south of Rosamond, lot of pheasants out there.

Q: Well, now, the pheasant were mnot natural to this area. They were
seeded here., Were you involved with bringing the pheasants in?
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A: Well, there were always some pheasants here, but not many, and the
department of conservation always brought down and distributed quail and
pheasants in the spring among farmers and sportsmen,

Q: Was there any legislation involved with that sort of thing?

A: Well, naturally there was an appropriation to the department of
conservation for it. But the sportsmen would bitch at the department of
conservation and bitch at the farmers. (laughs) Nobody really knows
why you have spells of good hunting and spells of poor hunting. I
haven't hunted for years, my legs don't take it, but I've got quite a
few friends that are quail hunters, pheasant hunters and . . . they keep
me pretty well up on it,

Q: I understand you were somewhat against fox hunting licensing.
A: Oh-~h-h, goddamit, that's a sorry subject.
Q: Oh. (laughter)

A: Well, housewives claimed that foxes would kill chickens, get in their
henhouse. As a matter of fact, back there in the 1930's and 1940's,
why, practically every farm wife had a chicken house and would have eggs
and hatch out baby chicks and would, oh, produce fryers, you know, oh, a
hundred or two of them. Some they would sell, some they'd consume.

When it's all said and done, there is nothing better than fried chicken
hardly. And some of the sportsmen that liked to fox hunt, why, they
wanted an open season and the housewives naturally were glad to see
foxes killed.

In addition to that, why, farmers would get together, maybe a hundred
farmers, and take their guns along and they would spread out around the
perimeter of, say, a four square mile area and start walking toward the
center, and make noise and kick out all areas. And, sometimes, by the
time they all got to the center, why, you may have scared up six or
eight foxes. The sportsmen didn't like the fox population depleted that
way. There was nothing left for the fox dog bunters to hunt. And all
of the sportsmen just raised hell about that.

So you were constantly in a fight, between the housewives and farmers
and the sportsmen about prohibiting that and also putting seasons on it.
~And, oh, I think probably 1936 or 1938, T went on a bill with somebody,
maybe with several fellows, that affected fox hunting, making it open
season and permitting fox drives and so on, and these sportsmen just
raised hell. These fellows that had foxhounds, you know. And, oh, by
God, they got--so . . . Ar least--I don't know whether T sponsored it, 1
don't think I sponsored it--but, at least, 1 voted for it. And so, they
had me- right between a rock and a hard spot.

So I checked the law I'd voted for and I figured out maybe it was uncon-
stitutional, so 1 just notified the department of conservation--on a
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certain Saturday, I think—--I was going fox hunting. Well, the law being
you didn't have to shoot a fox to break the law. You just needed to
hunt for a fox to commit the offense, And I arranged with the state's
attorney to file a warrant against me, see, so then we could test the
law out.

Well, the damned newspapers got ahold of it. And, that morning, I put

on my hunting clothes and, per my announcement, at eleven o'clock I

guess it was, I took my shotgun and went out to the country club and made
public announcement I was going fox hunting. And an awfully good friend
and golf buddy of mine, Danny Groll--ran the National Greenhouse, a big
commercial rose-growing place--decided he was going to come along and

see the fun. The damned idiot, he was getting a hell of a kick out of my
troubles and he showed up with a handmade bow and arvow! I wanted to
kill him. (laughter)

And we started out and then some other idiot had gone up to Judge Preihs'
law office where they had a mounted stuffed fox and, unbeknownst to me,
brought it out to the country club and hid it in the raised edge of a
bunker.

It ended up just a durned silly mess! And then they got out a warrant
for me for violating the fox hunting law.

Q: Who was rhat? The state's attorney here?

A: Yes. He was cooperative. We had a hearing before the justice of the
peace here at Pana and I made my argument that the law was unconstitu-
tional and made a motion to dismiss and the justice of the peace dis-
missed it and everybody in the State of Illinois got relieved. (laughter)
I hope.

Q: Did it affect the law, then? Was it changed in any way?

A: Tt was changed the next session, as I recall. Frankly, I always
thought it was one of the silliest and most asinine things I ever got
into. (laughter) I thought T made a damned fool out of myself. They
still kid me about it occasionally. Most of the people now living don't
remember it. But it was funny.

And the funny thing was, later on, why, they always held an annual coon
hunt trials down here at what they call Hutchins Timber, round the Boy
Scout Camp and adjacent to that. And a farmer had a bunch of young
horses in a lot and coons are cagey as they can bhe. So, what a coon
does when dogs are chasing him, he gets in among these horses, you know,
and he'll circle around through the horses two or three times and take a
heck of a big jump and take off in another direction. And, of course,
these coondogs come barreling in there a bellering and bawling, you know,
and they get all confused and they scare these horses, and so on. This
farmer, he was alarmed about his horses getting scared and hurt, so he
went out there and he claimed he had shot straight up in the air to scare
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the dogs away, so they wouldn't run these horses around and injure some
of them. Well, he might have shot straight up in the air, but he
killed a coondeog which was running on the ground.

Q: Well. <(chuckles)

A: And then, the coondog's owner had him arrested for killing his dog and
he couldn't get any lawyer around Shelbyville to represent him. Well,

he came in here and I agreed I'd represent him. And I went over to the
hearing, the arraignment at Shelbyville and, my gosh, I'll bet there was
a hundred coon hunters there, madder than hops. And John Fribley, their
erstwhile good friend, was defending the fellow. Well, 1 went in and
pleaded not guilty and asked for a jury trial and that's all we ever
heard of that.

But, about a year later, the fellow that owned this coondog that was shot
sued the farmer for $5,000. And claimed that the coondog that he killed
was a young, well-bred, and so on and worth at least twenty-five hundred
bucks. (laughs) So, I defended the fellow on that. We tried it in
front of a jury and I should have kicked one juror off, but I didn't and,
after a day and a half trial, why the jury come back and found out that
my man was guilty, and found that the coondog was worth fifty bucks.

Q: Oh, is that right. (laughter) Well.

A: Judge Slater entered a judgment for $50 but, heck, the costs, with all
the witness fees and everything, I think it run about $400 or $500. At
least. Judge Slater, a Pana boy, always said, ""Well, at least we estab-
lished the value of a coondog."

SESSION 7, TAPE 13, SIDE 1

Q: Back in 1935 and 1936, you served on the committee on reapportion-
ment. Now, reapportionment didn't come about until 1953. What was going
on in regard to reapportiomment back in the mid-thirties?

A: Well, the answer to that is, "practically nothing." Chicago and Cook
County were screaming because they had better than 50 percent of the
population, but they only had about two-fifths representation in the
Senate and the House. And, of course, the desire for reapportionment just
wasn't going to happen with downstate being in control. It seems to me
that somewhere along the line there was a congressional reapportionment,
but there was no Illinois General Assembly reapportionment.

After 1952, when I went out, why, I think that Stratton was the governor

and he decided--and it was fair and proper, there is no quarrel about
that. I mean, morally, they were entitled to reapportionment. And

that's when they had the reapportionment, during Stratton's administra-
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tion, as I recall, whereby Chicage and Cook County ended up with more
than half of the membership of the¢ legislature.

Q: Yes, sir. Do you remember anyone who put in any bills in the mid-
1930's or early 1940's?

A: Oh, T think that very probably--T don't particularly remember—--but

I think probably every session there were bills introduced by Chicago
and the Cook County legislators to form commissions to study the thing.
But the commissions just didn't do any work. They might have made some
motions, but anything they came up with would have been turned dowmn.

See, there always was bitter feeling between the Chicago and Cook

County group and southern Illinois. But, of course, when you get out of
Cook County--Du Page, McHenry and Lake County--why, the population there
was steadily increasing. That's one of the reasons why, under the
Stratton administration, they were in a position to change the picture.
They grouped Cook County along with Du Page and Lake and maybe McHenry,
some of the counties up there. Morally they were entitled to it. No
quarrel about that. I think the reason the downstaters went along with
the reapportionment under the Strarton administration was that they

felt that, in case Cook County got to being too rough in some o[ their
demands, that they would have the benefit of the help from those other
counties.

Q: Was there ever any feeling of the possibility of the federal govern-—
ment or the courts getting in and forcing reapportionment, in the 1930's
and 1940"s?

A: T think that was threatened but, in those days, you never had so
many ideas of the United States supreme court ordering reapportionment.

Q: Why was that?

A: Well, it's only been the last, 1'd say, fifteen or twenty years that
we've had so darned much litigation about equal rights—--not only equal

rights as far as voting is concerned, but equal rights for minorities.

Course, the big minority then was the Negroes, the black people.

Q: What was your feeling regarding cumulative voting?

A: Frankly, T have mixed emotions. Back in the old days, why, the
Democrat party and the Republican party, they would--if they had more
Democrats in a legislative district, you would preach '"Vote a straight
Democrat ticket," and, if the majority was Republican, then '"Vote a
straight Republican ticket," so you would be sure and send two of your
men, from this particular district, to the legislature. But, as the
thing worked out practically, it just didn't work because--for instance,
in my 40th Senatnrial District, back in those days we had Representative
Sam Lorton from Cowden and Representative Lasterday from Vandalia and,
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later on, Representative Preihs from Pana, and we always had two Democrat
representatives from my district. And I would always, in my speech at a
Democrat meeting, say ''Vote a straight Democrat ticket so we'll be sure
to send two members to the House." And we always did. Came awful close
to not doing it a few times.

But, as a matter of practice, after these sanctimonious requests, just
as soon as the meeting was over with, why, each of the candidates would
get his particular cronies and tell them to "plunk" three votes for him,
that is to mark only his name so he'd get all three votes. Sam Lorton's
favorite expression was, "You've got to 'hep' me. You've got to give
me three votes." He didn't say "help" me, his word was "hep," H-E-P.

And a rather funny thing. I knew what was going on. The last week
before the election, when things got more exciting and emotional, Sam
Lorton would not attend any political meetings. I'd find out that he
had been down in Cumberland County and, using Cumberland County as an
illustration, he would go down there with his cronies and tell them
that, "They are just murdering me up in Christian County and, boy,
you've-—you got to 'hep' me. You've got to get out and 'plunk’' for
me." Then, he would go over to Fayette County and he'd tell them that
they were murdering him over in Cumberland and so on in Shelby and in
Christian.

So what I did when I was in the legislature, why, I would have a pretty
fair feeling about how Lorton and Easterday or Preihs were running over
the district and, if I thought that Lorton was running way ahead, then

T would tell my people up here in certain areas, ''Now, you'd better plunk
for Easterday to make up for that thing." You ran into that right along,
of having to try to even up. It was political machinations, you might
say. (laughs)

Q: Within the single party, then . . .

A: Yes. But I can't remember, since 1930 when I got out of law school,
that the 40th Senatorial District ever had but one Republican. Although
--you see, in those days, Christian County was strong Democrat, and
Shelby was fairly strong Democrat, and Cumberland was a little bit
Republican, and Fayette was about fifty-fifty. Well, for instance, in
1952 when Stevenson and Eisenhower were running for president, and we
had the so-called Eisenhower landslide, where I was defeated~-cut it off
a second. :

(taping stopped for consultation with secretary, then resumed)
Q: Cumulative voting.
A? And, in the 1952 election, why, the . . . there was a hell of a big

chance then of the thing busting loose because Eisenhower just ran like
a scared cat. But, to my recollection, never in history have we ever
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had two Republicans in this district. But, in spite of the fact that
these Democrat nominees-—and it applies to Republicans, too--when the
candidates get up and say, ""Vote her straight so we'll run even," it
just never works out. (laughter)

Q: Back in 1935, when you started out, you were placed on three com-
mittees. I'd like to name them and see if vou recall any activities.
One was the banks and banking. Do vou recall amy activity on that
committee? You served until 1940 on it.

A: I don't think there was ever any activity then. Those were just--—
see, we were recovering from the Depression. There was no activity in
regard to branch banking in those days and there was no activity in
regard to interest rates in those days. We did have considerable
activity on currency exchanges.

Q: Oh? What type of activity?

A: Well. You see, as a result of the Depression, in 1930 and 1932 and
1933--1 don't remember just when it was--but, when Roosevelt went in,
why, he immediately declared a moratorium and closed every bank in the
United States. Prior to that time, a flock of banks had gone broke,
were put into receivership. Here in Christian County, they had about
twenty-one banks and all but three went breoke, I think. Three banks at
Taylorville went broke. We had two banks in Pana, both went broke; one
bank in Assumption, went broke; the bank in Morrisonville, I believe,
went broke; the bank at Kincaid, went broke; the bank at Stonington,
went broke; the bank at Edinburg, went broke. The only banks, as I
recall, that never went broke was . . . the bank at Assumption, one
bank at . . . Taylorville and one at Palmer.

Well, here in Pana, the banks here in Pana went broke around December

of 1929 or early 1930. My father had always banked at the Schuyler bank
here at Pana and, to show you the changes, the bank went broke and it
was about a two-and-~a-half million dollar bank, and that was a hell of a
big bank in those days. And my father-in-law, Dr. Little, had stock in
a bank at Rosamond and it went broke--but it went broke before 1929.
But, at any rate, just as soon as the Schuyler bank went broke—-~well, T
wish I had kept the letter from my mother who wrote to me in December

of 1929 and she just couldn't believe that the Schuyler bank had gone
broke.

My father was a substantial farmer and, every August, he would go to
Kansas or Oklahoma or Texas and buy a couple hundred feeder cattle,
"drouthers” we called them.

Q: Called them what?

A: '"Drouthers.'" 1In other words, on the ranches the grass dried out and
burned up and that was the time for us to buy. And Dad had a good credit
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reputation and he would always go down and buy and then write checks.
And, when he got home, he would go into the Schuyler bank and old man
Schuyler would loan him $30,000, or whatever it amounted to, for the
cattle he had purchased. He would go in the bank and give a note for
it. He'd always spoken to old man Schuyler before and that's what he
told him to do.

Fortunately, my father owed the bank $35,000, I think $37,000 with the
interest, when the Schuyler bank went broke. And I don't think he
ever had over probably $500 in his checking account, so he didn't get
hurt at all. And, of course, when he sold his cattle the next spring,
he paid off his debt.

But the Republicans were in office then, when the Schuyler bank wert
broke, and the state auditor appointed a fellow by the name of Franken-
feld as receiver. And then, in 1932, why, Eddie Barrett was elected
state auditor, and he promptly changed things and removed the receiver—-
although Frankenfeld was a good man, a good receiver. He was a client
of mine. He was a Republican but a good client and friend of mine, And
they appointed Nora Molz as receiver, and they appointed me as attorney
for the receiver.

But the Schuyler bank only paid out about 30¢ on the dollar, close to
that or around that figure. Quite a few banks—-the Colegrove bank

at Taylorville I don't think paid out over about 15¢ or 20¢ on the dollar.
However, the Roy Johnston bank--I think that was the First National of
Taylorville—-~it was closed in the spring of 1930 and Roy Johnston--whose
son, Dave, was in law school with me-—when they closed his bank, why, he
was the most unpopular fellow in the country and he came up to Champaign
and stayed about a week there at the fraternity house with his son. Aud
he told me, and I thought probably he was crazy, that his bank wasn't
broke. He said, "It'll pay out." And the peculiar thing about it was,
in spite of the fact that they liquidated the assets for, in some cases,
less than what they were then worth--everybody was broke, see. Nobody
had any money to buy assets. But that bank paid out 99¢ on the dollar!
It broke Roy Johnston, he was the main stockholder  of it.

Roy Johnston, he came back fast and was elected clerk of the appellate
court in Springfield. Awfully nice business man. He was a rough old
fellow. His son, Dave, graduated and later he served on the industrial
commission, under Governor Green, and Stratton. Damned good lawyer. He
was a specialist on workmen's compensation cases,

But, getting back on the subject, and pardon me for rambling around so
much .

Q: That's fine.
A: Here we were here in Pana with no bank. But within four or five

months, wealthy men here in Pana, Warren Penwell and Herb Amling and
Dr. Eberspacher, went down into Missouri and hired a banker by the name
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of James A. Clark to act as president and a cashier by the name of Kerr
and, with the Union Trust Company or First National of St. Louis, why,
they started a bank here. They had it going within four or five months.
They called it the First National Bank of Pana. The preceding bank, the
Pana National Bank was already in receivership—-—and it paid out, 1 think,
about 42¢ on the dollar. But where we had two banks before here, we
only had this new ome. But Pana wasn't hurt very much. But a lot of
communities were.

The Illinois State Bank at Assumption went broke. It only paid out, oh,
I think it was about 35¢ on the dollar. But I think there was 18 banks
in Christian County went broke. Just a hell of a mess.

Well, at any rate, the Peabody Coal Company came in and they, with some
local capital, formed the First Trust and Savings Bank at Taylorville,
which is the biggest bank in the county, and a darned good operated bank.
That must have been formed about 1931, I imagine. WNow they have two
banks in Taylorville, although the First Trust is the main bank. T don't
know what their footings are.

But just to show you how amazing change of times—--here the Schuyler
bank in Pana in 1929 had footings of roughly $2,500,000, which we then
thought was a hell of a big bank. Now, the First National Bank of Pana
had footings of, oh, probably $38,000,000 and was started in 1930. The
People's Bank and Trust, which was started inm 1954 or 1955, by myself
and about ten of my friends, and, gosh, the footings on People's is now
about $38,000,000, That makes $76,000,000 where the bank used to have
about $3,500,000 back in 1930. And I think the First Trust & Savings
Bank over at Taylorville probably has footings of 80 or 100 million. It
is well operated, but the Peabody Coal Company went in and formed 1it.
It's a top bank.

But, going on, back in 1930 through 1940, in order to get banking
services, people started forming currency exchanges, probably about 1931,
and they just kind of grew up pretty fast, I had a Wesleyan college
roommate by the name of Del Haines, He was from Saybrook, Illinois,

and the bank there had gone broke and he started a currency exchange.
And, right away after I was elected to the Senate in 1934, why, he came
to me, because all sorts of sins were occurring in the operation of
currency exchanges.

What the currency exchanges did, in substance, was establish an account

at a large bank and then the currency exchange would take in deposits

and deposit the funds received in the large bank account and the currency
exchange customers would then issuc sight drafts on the currency exchanges
account in the large bank., In other words, the currency exchange would
issue, to its customer, a money order book and, when this fellow wanted

to pay an account, he would write a sight draft against the account of

the currency exchange in the Bloomington bank and it was handled like a
check and honored by the Bloomington bank which was the depository of

the Saybrook Currency Exchange.
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The currency exchange operator only had this werry, that his customers
would overdraw their account and the currency exchange was responsible
for the check. Because the Bloomington bank didn't worry about it, they
were only worried about whether the whole account was overdrawn. For
this privilege of using the currency exchange, why, the folks that wrote
the checks, I think, paid probably 50¢ a check, for the service. And
50¢ in 1932 or 1934 was a hell of a lot of money.

Now, a lot of sins occurred in the operation of currency exchanges.

Some of the fellows who started them weren't strong themselves and
inadvertently, or intentiomally, used their customers' money, which is
the nature of a trust account. And there were several currency exchange
bills introduced, and put into law, to regulate currency exchanges.
There were a lot of bills introduced, some good and some "fetcher" bills,
to provide for licensing and regulation of currency exchanges. Some
were very severe. I handled some of that legislation, I think. At
least, I took a great interest in it because I was very close to this
Del Haines. He was a legitimate operator and he wanted everybody else
to be.

They had these problems, such as where there was a factory up at, we'll
say, South Chicago, and they had a bank adjacent to the factory and,
we'll say on payday, a currency exchange with an office ten miles away
would take an armored truck with a window in it and they would cash all
these fellows' checks for a half a dollar charge. And, naturally, the
local bank just threw a fit because they were losing the business. They
weren't even getting to touch the checks because those checks would be
cleared at one of the bigger banks in Chicage. So, we had that legis-
lation.

But, in general, I think the currency exchange arrangement that was
worked out there, probably in 1931 or 1932--although T never got on to it
until 1934-——maybe it wasn't until 1934--but it served a hell of a lot

of people, and it was a necessary thing that had to be done.

Q: What type of regulation was being proposed in the legislature?

A: Supervision and seeing that they didn't overcharge for cashing -
checks, perhaps, and seeing that the people operating an exchange did
have sufficient capital to handle the thing, the revolving fund, money
coming in and money going out, and then providing also that a currency
exchange couldn't operate what they call a mobile exchange on payday
within so many feet of a factory. Hell, they'd park right in front of
some banks, you know, and do that. (laughter) Caused a hell of a
stink. The bankers were screaming, and they were entitled to be pro-
tected.

Now, I notice, in recent months, there was some newspaper publicity about
somebody being indicted up in Chicago for bringing out a so-called
"fetcher" bill against some currency exchange up there.
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Or Oh?

A: Can't remember who they were, but I knew one of them, it was an old
name that was familiar to me. T elither knew him or knew his Jad. It
was a state representative.

Q: Do you remember the circumstances of that? Do you know . . .

A: No. (pause) Well, it was brought out that the currency exchange had
a lobby and had a slush fund that they used to influence the legislature.

Q: You say this was just recently?
A: Within the last three months.

Q: Well., Did they have this currency exchange organization back in
the 1930's?

A: Yes.
Q: Who was the lobbyist for it? Do you recall?

A: I don't think they had a lobbyist, those times. The only lobbyist
I had on me was this Del Haines who was in the Bloomington district.
This wasn't even in my district. I don't recall that I ever had a
currency exchange in my district.

Q: Here in the 40th?

A: Yes. T don't believe so. My only interest in it was Del Haines had
been an old--sort of a drinking buddy and a Teke fraternity brother in
college, and I was trying to protect his interests.

Q: Yes. Do you remember any of the specifics of legislation on currency
exchanges? As it went through the . . .

A: I can't, no. T mean, not specifics. They were designed to keep, you
might say, gangsters out of the currency exchange business, and also to
protect banks against mobile exchanges taking away their business.

Q: Yes. Was this to have the auditor of public accounts keep track of
what was going on?

A: T think the auditor was the one that took care or it.

Q: Who was the auditor of public accounts back when you first arrived
there?

A: Well, Eddie Barrett was. You see, Eddie Barrett was elected--I don't
know whether you remember him, you are younger than I am, but Eddie
Barrett was a thin little fellow. He had been gassed in the first World
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War and he was a very close friend of John Stelle, who was the lieutenant
governor under Henry Hornmer, and, in those days, the American Legion—-
and Veterans of Foreign Wars-——-were very active organizations and Eddie
Barrett, being a fellow who had been gassed--he was thin and cadaverous,
A little fellow, I don't think Eddie Barrett was over five-foot-eight,

if that much, and I don't think he weighed over a hundred and twenty
pounds. But he was auditor of public accounts for quite a few years.
Then he became the county clerk of Cook County, the latter years. Died,
oh, eight or ten years ago, I think.

Q: Wasn't he also state treasurer at one time?

A: He was elected in 1930 as state treasurer, for two years. You see,
everything for many, many years had been Republican up to that time and,
in the Democrat landslide in 1932, why, he was elected state auditor and,
at the same election, Horner was elected governor, and Edward J. Hughes
was elected secretary of state. I think that is correct.

Q: Did you get to know Mr. Barrett very well?

A: Fairly well. [ was never what you would say close te him. I was not
a member of the Legion. See, I was only about eleven years old when the
first World War occurred, and then I was about thirty-five, I think, when
the second World War was on, so I wasn't in either war.

Q: How about Edward Hughes. Did you have much association with him?

A: Not too great. That is, he was a friend of mine, but I was never what
you might say close to him. Goddam, I was just a kid, twenty-seven,
twenty-eight years old, and a damned small frog in a hell of a big puddle.

Q: Yes, sir. (chuckles) On things like getting licenses for people and
that sort of thing from the secretary of state., Did you have much of
that going on?

A: Oh, yes. .Incidentally, Ed Hughes had served in the Senate several
years before, and was a damned able man, and he and Barrett were both of
Catholic faith. I think in those days, and perhaps still is, the arch-
bishop of Chicago always had Illinois license plate #1. That may still
be true. I don't know. Of course, any member of the legislature, the
governor and so on, would have an offiecial number. The governor had
official #1 and secretary of state, I think, official #2, and auditor #3,
and treasurer #4, and 1 think lieutenant governor #5, or something about
in that order, and you had official license plates. Now, members of the
legislature, why we had official--license plate 40-1 meant that [ was the
senator from the 40th district and 40-2, 40-3, and 40-4 went to the
members of the House of Representatives from my district. And then, in
addition to that, hot dog, we were issued a bronze star to put on the
front and rear of your car. We were big shots! (laughter) After I left
the Senate, why, I had mine silver-plated and on that walnut slab on my
shelf over there is one of the silver stars I had. I don't know what
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ever happened to the other one. Underncath the star is the namep’ ‘te
tha® is off my Senate desk.

Men! oning my Senate desk, it made me madder than hell. (laughs) In
thos: days we had a little-—oh, three-foot wide, I guess——walnut rolltop
desk.  And, in addition to that, each scnator had a nice walnut leuther
chair. It wasn't a fancy one. It was a nice chair. But, later on, a
Senate and House commission spent a lot of money and remodelled the
Senate and House chambers and got us a lighter colored——it wasn't walnut,
perhaps maple--larger desk, wasn't a rolltop, either. And then, that's
when they put in microphones, and they bought beautiful red-leather
chairs, swivel chairs, with a high back, and it had the great seal of the
State of Illinois engraved on the back of the chair. Since that time, of
course, they've re-done the whole thing again,

But the original chairs we had in there, and desks, why, we were each
given the privilege of buying our desk and chair, for, I think about
twenty-five dollars. Course, times were pretty hard then still, but I
bought two of them. And then, I had a fellow that was sort of an antique
collector down in Cumberland County and I loaned him one of them, He
wanted it for his house. He had a lot of walnut in his house, beautiful
home. And I loaned him the chair, and I had the remaining one around
home somewhere, for awhile, but now my son, Joe, who is now a judge, has
the rolltop desk and chair down at his home in his den, and my daughter
in Winnetka, why, she and her mother wanted the other one, too. When I
tried to get that back from that fellow down in Cumberland County--and
he had died and it disappeared.

Q: Oh, is that right? Shoot.

A: My wife's madder than hell about it, but there isn't anything she
can do about it.

Q: About what year was that change made? Do you recall?

A: I would imagine about 1938 or 1939. And, when I left the Senate, then
I did my durndest--I thought after nineteen years in the Senate that I
should have--I didn't give a damn for the desk, I sure wanted that big,
red-leather chair, with the seal of the State of Illinois on the back of
it, for my office. (pause) But I didn't mention to anybody that "I would
like to have it, and nobody made a suggestion, or offer to that effect,
and I was too damned proud to ask for it. I've always wanted that but
didn't get it.

g: In regard to secretary of state relations . . .
A: Danged now, don't I sure get off the subject!
Q: I was just—-yes, sir.

A: Ed Hughes, occasionally, from time-to-time——right after I went in the
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Senate, or shortly after, T wanted license plates like everybody gets,
and if I had of put my foot down, why, I could have gotten a good one, a
real pood one, but I didn't. But I went down and told 'em I wanted one
and they gave me Illinois 7975 and I've had that to this date.

Q: Oh, is that right?

A: Yes., On the other car we have, I got JWF 51, because—-1 don't know

why I wouird up with that 51 we got. But my son, when he got to be grown,

he wanted one and, as just luck would have it, an old roommate of his

named Chamberlain was appointed secretary of state and Joe went up there -
to his old roommate and he got 4008, which is a hell of a nice number.

Q: Yes sir.

A: You always had these fellows that wanted license plates and you'd

get 'em a good one and they'd want one better. I had a very good friend,
Raymond Groll here, who was always a strong Democrat and a good friend.
He's the fellow that come out with the bow and arrow, during that fox
killing episode. (chuckles) But he told me one day he wanted one and T
went up to the secretary of state's, and they set one aside for him which
was a four-numbered plate and damned if they didn't let it slip away-—I
forget who was secretary of state at the time--but, at any rate, they
were very apologetic because, by that time, I had a lot of clout, you
know, and they said, "Well, don't worry, John, we'll take care of you."
And damned if Groll didn't end up with Illinois plate number 503!

Q: Oh, dis that right? (chuckles)
A: And it's still in the family. His son Robert Groll still has it.
Q: He ended up doing a lot better than had been the plan.

A: Yes, sir.
SESSION 7, TAPE 13, SIDE 2

A: Oh, I got quite a few people plates, four-number and five-mumber .
plates, I don't think anybody ever offered me any money for getting them
one, and I know I never paid anything for doing it, although T think

Ed Hughes, or somebody, told me one time that a two-number or three-
number plate was worth five thousand to one thousand dollars.

Q: Oh, is that right.

A: I meant they had been offered rhat for them, but I don't think Ed
Hughes ever took any of their money. But, generally, the recipient

would make a political contribution whenever he or you ran for office the
next time,
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Q: Yes, sir.

A: But I got plates for Republicans and Democrats alike. My clientele
has always been--hell, I have as many good Republicans as Democrats for
clients. My politics hasn't affected my law practice one way or the
other, I don't think.

Q: You mentioned John Stelle. How well did you get to know him?

A: Pretty well. John Stelle was a forceful figure. You see, he was
lieutenant governor under the second term of Horner. Well, somewhere
along the line—--during Horner's first term, I believe--Mayor Kelly got
mad because lorner would not do everything he wanted and--at any rate,
Mayor Kelly brought out the coroner of Cook County, Doctor Bundeson,
against Hormer in the primary, and Stelle backed him.

Q: Backed the doctor?

A: Yep. But Horner heat the tail off of him. But Stelle was elected
lieutenant governor and, when Horner died, Stelle was governor for about
a hundred days. 1In that hundred days, why, quite a few things happened.

Q: Like what, sir?

A: Well, Stelle put in quite a few of his close friends, in office, and
fired a bunch of Horner's cronies, and quite a few things were done that
might have been somewhat discolored.

Q: Well.

A: But Stelle was always a good friend of mine and it got to be embar-
rassing, you know, because I was what vou might call a regular Democrat
and I was very strong for Horner and Stelle kind of represented an
Independent group.

But then, Stelle got in the oil play in 1938 and Stelle died a very
wealthy man, which he made it out ol the oil play. I don't think he
made it out of politics. And then, he had farming interests. But he
was the one that was mixed up in this oil proration law and he was
against the oil proration law. He rvepregsented the little fellows,
independents, as against the Carter 01l Company and Texas Company and
Pure 0il Company.

Q: How about Hugh Green?

A: Hugh Green from Jacksenville ., . . was a Republican minority leader
in the House., A very charming and very honest and very genteel fellow.
I knew him pretty well. He was a darned good friend of mine, T thought.
I served on some committees with him, commissions, and I just-—a love-—
able fellow.
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@Q: Do you remember any particular things that he was pushing for?

A: Well, he was always with me on the farm-to-market road legislatiom,
and he was a durned honest man, and he was a leader. Now, to be an
honest man and a leader sometimes was hard to do. But he was just a
damned good guy to know, and to be a friend of, because he was a square
shooter all the way.

Q: Yes. How about Hugh Cross?

A: Hugh Cross was lieutenant governor under the Green administration,

and Hugh Cross, I always thought, was a pretty square fellow and he was

a good friend of mine, T always got along with him very well. He was
from Jerseyville and one of my good friends, Mrs. Mary Louise Penwell--
she and my wife were in college together at Illinois Women's College, now
MacMurray College-—-she was from Jerseyville and she was quite an admirer
0of Hugh Cross. And that may have been one of the reasons I got along
with him well.

Had a funny thing occur one day. After probably fifty years in exis-—
tence, over west of Taylorville in Christian County is a little
settlement called Jeisyville, J-E-I-S-Y-V-I-L-L-E. And they applied for
some sort of federal loan on a public works job over there in Jeisy-
ville, and got to checking the records and found it had never been
legally incorporated. At least, it never got filed. And they comc over
here just all hot and bothered. So I introduced a bill to validate the
incorporation of Jeisyville. And the secretary of the Senate was reading
the bills when I introduced it and Hugh Cross was on the bench, I mean
he was presiding as lieutenant governor in the Senate, and he jumped
right up and stopped everything and "What the devil was I doing to
Jerseyville?" (laughter) He'd never heard of Jeisyville. He was guite
disturbed.

Q: Yes, sir,

A: But Hugh Cross left the Senate and then went to the, I think, Inter-
State Commerce Commission. 1 think he's dead now, but Hugh Cross was a
gentleman and an intelligent fellow, and I never seen anything but he was
honest.

He had a tumultuous time at one time. Back in the Green administration
in 1940, the Chicago boys were trying to put some stuff through and
couldn't get by with it and the Chicago Democrats led a filibuster. And
they tied up the work of the Senate for, oh, a couple of weeks. And the
rules committee, which was all Republican, met and changed the rules
whereby nobody could speak more than five minutes explaining his vote

on a bill.

When they started calling the roll on an amendment to a bill, for
instance, why, there was, we'll say, twenty Democrats, and everyone of
them would get up and make a speech explaining his vote. Someone would
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read the Bible and--for instance, the Republicans would have a bill on
second reading and the Democrats would amend the bill on the first

line by changing the wording. 7Then, you would have to go to a roll call
on that and that was naturally defeated. And then, you'd start and amend
something on the third line. Well, you can imagine, they just tied up
everything.

Hugh Cross was running the Senate and he had a hell of a time trying to
preserve order. We had a fellow from Chicago, Senator Kielminski, and
he was setting in the front row. He had quite a bit of seniority. He
had an extra-curricular job, he was warden of the House of Detention, or
jail, in Chicago. And he was an old man, T presume Polish, and he
always carried a heavy cane. And, in those days, we had those big old
heavy inkwells, that was on the old desks, and he got terribly exercised
one day and threatened, in the caucus the Democrats had, that he was
going to throw an inkwell at the presiding officer, Lieutenant Governor
Cross, and I got up and I said, "You do that and I'1ll be one of the first
fellows to vote to expel you from the Senate."”

Q: Well.

A: Yes, Created quite a flurry. He never did it. But Hugh Cross had a
rough time presiding those two or three weeks during that filibuster,
but kept his head pretty well and did as good a job as anybody could.

Q: Was he a pretty good leader?

A: Pretty good. (pause) For a Republican, 1'd say he was excellent.
(laughter)

Q: Sir, going back again to your initial start, we had menticned banks

and banking. You were also on the committee on contingent expense, Did
that amount to anything?

A: (laughs) Didn't amount to a damn.

Q: I see. What was the intended purpose of the

A: Well . . . contingent expense would have to do with mavbe special
appropriations. You see, any bill that appropriated money automatically
went to the appropriation committee, and then it might be referred to
the contingent expense committee. But I don’t recall anything glaring
that ever came up in that committee.

Q: How about the efficiency and cconomy . .

A: That damned committee, why, they just created that committee so as to
give me a chairmanship.

Q: Oh, I see.
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A: Tt didn't amount to anything.

Q: You didn't have anything to chair, then?

A: We had thirty-some Democrats In the Senate and they didn't have
enough committees to go around. They just created that and made me
¢hairman and T don't think we had but one bill, and I don't remember
what it was, referred to it. I don't think we ever had but one meeting.
Q: Well. (laughter)

A: It was just an honorary, you might say . . .

Q: A little bit later, in 1937, your second session, and vou were on it
until 1940, the corporation and municipalities committee. Do you
recall any activity there?

A: Yes, some. Quite a bit, but T don't remember anything particular.
Q: Who were some of the other people on it at that time?

A: Oh, T could go get a Blue Book. (starts to rise) When was that?

Q: This was 1937 and 1940. Oh, I don't think it is that important, sir.
Do you recall any particular activity concerning municipalities while
you were in the legislature at any time?

A: Oh, you always had quite a few bills affecting that, and they would
take up zoning, and home rule and . . . power to levy taxes and appro-

priate money and . . . probably--oh, they always had a lot of activity.

Q: Was there any of that activity that particularly affected in your
district, Pana . . .

A: T--well, for instance, this Jeisyville validation, that naturally
come before it and, of course, nobody quarreled with it. There was
100 percent vote on it. But--just one second.

(taping stopped for telephone conversation, then resumed)

Q: We were talking about the municipalities committee. I believe Tom
Keane served on that committee at one time.

A: Yes.

Q: What do you remember about Tom Keane?

A: Well . . . I never particularly got along with Tom Keane., Tom
Keane came down there in 1934. His father was ostensibly a big-shot

politician in Chicago. I always felt that Tom Keane felt that T was just
a country boy, which is true, of course, but I didn't like to be reminded
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of it by anybody but myself. And he always considered anybody, T think
particularly from downstate, as pretty much of a hillbilly or hick or a
hayseed.

But Tom Keane—-well, the first experience I had with him was when we were
fighting on Horner's insurance code and he was the one that lined up

on behalf of the American stock companies and defeated it the first time.
It was in the 1934 regular session, Then, of course, as T think I have
said before, in the 1936 session, why, the American stock companies made
a deal with Earnest Palmer, the director of insurance, that the insurance
code to be introduced would prohibit the Londen Lloyds from writing in-
surance in Illinois. And Tom Keane was strong for the-—voted strong for
it and made speeches for the adoption of the amended insurance code.

I had seniority-—and I never thought seniority in the Illinois legisla-
ture amounted to a damn. That is, the longer you were there that you

had seniority but--you see, 1 had seniority over all that group that went
in in January 1935 because I was sworn in Immediately after I was elected
to [ill a vacancy in November of 1934.

Q: Yes, sir.

A: So 1 had, roughly, six weeks seniority over that entire group, but
I found that Tom Keane got on the executive committee pretty fast, not
immediately, and he was on the appropriations committee, and those were
two damned important committeces., Of course, the good committees, say,
in the Senate, was . . . judiciary, and every lawyer was automatically
a member. But to get to be a member of the executive committee or the
appropriation committee, those were the two important committees, and,
hell, Tom Keane was on those committees way ahead of the time I went on.

Q: How did that come about?

A: Chicago ran the Senate. In the 1934 session, the downstate ran the
Senate but, from then on, why, Chicago ran the Senate, they had the
whiphand.

Q: Who was the primary leader from Chicago?

A: Well, first was Richey Graham, who was president of the Senate, and
presided, of course, when the lieutenant governor was absent, and the
president of the Senate handled all appointments to committees and ran
the show. Richey Graham was the son-in-law of Anton Cermak, and then—-
I don't know what happened to Graham,

The next one was Maypole, as I recall, and he was strictly city hall.
Very nice fellow, treated me very decently, but I never did go round
crying or bitching or threatening to raise hell. I was too damned dumb
to realize what was happening.
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Q: Oh. (chuckles)

A: I think 1| could have gotten along faster being on committees but,
immodestly, I was a pretty decent fellow and treated everybody with
respect and was kindly. They didn't kick me around if I really wanted
something. I was nice to everybody and I had a hell of a lot of friends.
Everybody treated me pretty nicely, Republicans and Democrats alike.

Q: Well, let's see. Was there anybody else, up, say, to the early 1940's,
other than Martin Lohmann, from downstate on the Democratic side?

A: Oh, ves.

Q: Who were they?

A: In 1934, why, they had . . . Hold the phone a second, let me . . .
(taping stopped for reference to copy of Blue Book, then resumed)

A: See, in 1934, which was the session I joined when I was elected, they
had 33 Democrats and 18 Republicans and, of that bunch--now, turn her
off a second.

(taping stopped for further relerence, then resumed on next tape)
SESSTION 7, TAPE 14, SIDE 1

A: Thirty-three Democrats. There was 19 from downstate and, apparently,
the Democrats got wise to themselves and, immediately before the 1935
session convened, they had a meeting over at the St. Nick Hotel of the
Democrats that were from downstate. That meeting was led by Senators
Louis 0. Williams from Clinton, Harry C.Stuttle from Litchfield, and
Raleigh Shaw of Lawrenceville, and they said, "To hell with this letting
Chicago run the show." Now, at that time, why, at the general caucus
of all the Democrats, why, Senator Lou Williams of Clinton, a forceful
figure and able man, was elected president pro tem, and the Chicago
Democrats just didn't like it at all. But . . . see, up to that time,
they had had all the chairmanships and everything but then, by 1937, it
had swung back over and the Chicago Democrats had the votes to elect
Maypole as president pro tem.

Q: What made the difference? Was there a decrease in number of down-
state . .

A: Decrease of downstate Democrats and increase in Chicago. See, always
before, the Democrats in the Senate were from Chicago, most of them, and,
in 1932, why, there was a lot of downstate Democrats were elected. Then,
in the 1936 election, why, some of the downstate Democrats fell off and




»

181

Chicago increased and then, in the 1940 election, when Dwight Green

was elected governor, why, there was only two downstate Democrats elected,
namely Martin Lohman of Pekin and myself. And . . . we didn't have too
darned many downstate Democrats from there on. The downstate Democrats
never controlled the Senate except in the 1935 session.

Q: Were there any issues that came up where you and Mr. Lohmann worked
together to get somerhing done?

A: We were together on darned near evervthing,

Q: Was there anything that you pushed that Chicago was not pushing that
you had success with?

A: 1 don't think Chicago kicked us around very much, because they needed
us to help out. Marty Lohmann was just about like myself. He was
reasonably quiet and decent to everybody, everybody loved him, and most
everybody loved or liked me, Republicans and Democrats. T rather
anticipate that I had more clout than lohmann because, number one, I
could perhaps make a better speech than he could. Second, I had legal
training, and--1'm immodest, because I am not too damned bright, never
was, but T could make a fair speech, pretty fair. 1In fact, I believe
that, other than the Negro senator, I could make a hell of an emotional
speech in those days, and burn their tail.

Q: Do vou remember any of those in particular that . . .

A: Oh, no, not particular. (laughs) I remember one thing that was
funny as hell. They had Senator T. Mac Downing of Macomb, who was
chairman of the appropriation committee at one time during Green's
administration, and an awfully fine gentleman and my very close friend.
I had always taken part in sponsoring legislation for handicapped
people. It first came about--when I went in, there was a division of
education and rehabilitation, I think of the department of public
welfare, to which we appropriated money to help people who were crippled,
purchase them artificial limbs, things like that. Handicapped children
needed help, too. And I found out that the money appropriated wouldn't
amount to very much. And T think I was the first one te [igure out that
they could buy hearing aids for people, that was onme of the things. At
any rate, I got to taking quite an interest in that. 1 was a member of
the Elks Club then and involved in their crippled children's work, and

a member of the Shrine and took a more than actrive interest in the
crippled children's hospitals. So, I sponsored an idea of substantially
increasing the appropriation.

The head woman in my area, in that division, was a lady, nmame of
Richardson, from Shelbyville, who was a Republican, and I remember—-a
damned good woman--and I remember one thing. When they tried to fire her
when Stevenson went in, I blocked that because she was doing such an
excellent job.



182

At any rate, | introduced a bill to appropriate, I think, $2,000,000

for erippled children work, or for aid to crippled children, and aid to
handicapped. And, for some reason, Governor Dwight Green got off on

the wrong horse and he instructed Senator Downing, as chairman of the
appropriation committee, to keep the appropriation for the division of
rehabilitation low. When it came up in committee, I offered an amend-
ment to substantially increase the appropriation and Mac tried to put
the screws to it and I made a speech--was a member of the appropriations
committee at that time--and it went through with the amendment, recom—~
mended that it "do pass."  The next day, why, it came up in the Senate
for the approval of the amendment and Mac Downing made a motion to strike
my amendment.

Along in May or June, the high schools would have their graduating class
come down to Springfield and see the sights, and watch how the legis-
lature operated. And they would wander into the Senate balcony. If
they were from a high school in your distriet, you would be permitted,
on a point of personal privilege, to get up and introduce the high
school class and everybody would applaud, vou know, and, of course, that
got you some votes. You hoped.

Well, just as luck would have it, on the day that this crippled children
bill came back from the appropriation committee with a recommendation
"do pass," as amended by me, why, here was about two hundred students
from Macomb High School who wandered into the Senate gallery, and Mac
Downing was going to introduce 'em soon as he had a chance. (laughs)
So, the bill came up with committee reports and here was my amendment,
with the recommendation that it be adopted. Mac made a motion to table
my amendment and I got up and I made a speech about crippled children
and handicapped people. Well, any dammned idiot, you know, can make an
emotional speech on that. And I was feeling my oats and I made a hell
of a speech. And Libonati, sitting next to me--course, Libby was always
good for a speech, too. And, as I say, Italian people are very emotional,
and Libby joined me and he cut loose. And here was poor old Mac Downing
sitting over there and had to speak against us. And here's two hundred
of his constituents sitting in the balcony. (laughter) But, of course,
we kicked him in the teeth awful fast,

Q: Yes sgir.

A: And, after it was over with and he'd introduced these kids and
they'd walked out, perhaps disillusioned with their senator, Mac came

over to me and he says, “"John, ain't that the goddamdest thing!" He
says, "That would have to come up with these kids from my district taking
it all in." It was funnier than the devil.

Q: Did your amendment go through okay, then?
A: Oh, hell ves.

Q: He couldn't do much about it?
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A: It went through about 49 to 1, something like that. (laughter)

It was a hell of a thing to happen to him. And I didn't know who the
kids in the balcony were or I'd have asked him to hold that for a
minute. T didn't want to hurt Mac any. Hell of a nice fellow.

Q: 8ir, there were some other people there. One was Karraker, for
example . . .

A: Wallace Karraker. Rather interesting. Wallace Karraker was a
Senator [rom Union County down at Anna-Jonesboro. Come from an old
line, honest as the day is long, tenacious, and he could make a hell of
a speech, and was a hell of a nice fellow. Wally Karraker was an able
man. I think he was defeated, or didn't choose to run, in 1940,
because Wally had a hell of a law business at Anna.

Q: What about Walker Butler?

A: Some people thought he was awful hard to get along with. I never had
any trouble with Walker Butler. He handled the Butler bills involving
taxation, the equalization of taxes. But he was a darned capable man,
and I always got along with him fine. He was brilliant, damned sight
smarter than I ever was, but an awfully good man.

Q: You say he was behind the Butler bills?

A: Yes.

Q: What were they doing? What were the bills for?

A: Pretty much equalization of taxation and putting on taxing limits.

Q: Evidently there was still a considerable problem with equalization of
assessments at a later time. Was this part of it?

A: A lot of that came from a situation such as when unit school dis-
tricts were created and these districts took in territory extending

over into several counties. For instance, Pana district. We had Shelby
County kids and Montgomery County kids, as well as Christian County kids,
and here you would find that a piece of land that was on a county line,
but all in the Pana unit district, would be valued at, we'll say, at

$200 an acre in Christian County and, right next to it, just as good land
but, over in Shelby County, it would only be valued at $100 an acre for
tax purposes. That was one thing the Butler bills were concerned with.

And then—-T1 just don't remember the other technical things, but there
was also a situation of inequities in township valuations in the same
county, which were partially cured by the adoption of the supervisor of
assessments law to equalize assessments in the various townships of a
county. Let's say, in Pana Township, the assessor is quite a politician
who keeps the assessment low, and here's an assessor over in, we'll say,
in Rosamond Township who is very honest and values property nearer its
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fair market wvalue, and you would have disparity in assessors valuation
right in your own county. The supervisor of assessment law, whereby a
man was appointed to work through the county board of review in equali-
zing township assessments, that caused a hell of a stink. The Butler
bills helped cure this situation,

And then, the Butler bills, as I recall, included legislation whereby
certain school districts didn't share in cgrtain state tax funds unless
they levied up to certain limits. The Butler hills were first designed
particularly for Chicago, T think, but it affected downstate,

Q: Did they go into personal property taxation?

A: Well, we always had an argument about that. The downstaters felt
that Chicago was always asking for a free ride and took the position,
"Damn it, up in Chicago, you don't levy or collect personal property
taxes," and downstate did. A lot of wealthy people, or people with
political clout, probably never got a personal property tax bill. They
had influence with the Chicago city hall. When the state income tax,
when that passed, during Governor Ogilvie's term, the legislature did
away with all personal property taxes in Illinois.

Q: You mentioned the consolidation of schools bill. I believe that
occurred in 1947.

A: Was that when it was? 1I'd forgotten,

Q: Yes. What was the impact here in your district of consolidation? Was
it well-received, or . . .

A: I think so. It was a good idea, There was a lot of bitching went on.
Country people, particularly, that didn't like to have to send their
kids to town in a school bus, leave at seven or seven-thirty in the
morning and get home late in the afternoon. At that time, I sponsored
a proposition——didn’'t get off the ground--whereby road districts would
have as their boundaries, not township lines but community school
district lines. You see, the theory of the unit school districts was to
bring all the kids in the area around Pana inteo Pana. Along with that,
you had to have roads that school buses could operate on. My farm-to-
market road bill helped out a lot at that. But my theory was that, if
you were going to have arterial roads, you might say, that would serve
the school buses, why not have one road district and commissioner of
highways for each umit school district area. And, of course, that was
met with a very cold reception.

Q: Why?

A: Well, hell. 1In Pana, for instance, we've got the Pana Township road
commissioner, and a road commissioner for Locust Township, and for
Assumption Township, and part of Greenwood Township, I think, is in it,
in Christian County. Then you've got part of Audubon Township in
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Montgomery County. Oconee, Tower Hill, Herrick, and Cold Springs
townships in Shelby County, parts of which send kids to the Pana unit
schools. And those various road commissioners just weren't desirous of
being voted out of business.

Q: I see.

A: T was on a commission that went up to Wisconsin and studied their
road system. And Senator Simon Lantz, I think, was chairman. We

rented a bus, along with some ten or twelve senators and representa-
tives, and drove up there and spent a couple of days up in Wisconsin,
met with the governor and the highway authorities and road commissioners
and so on.

What they do in Wisconsin, they have pretty much the same ideas T had
proposed. They had a method of utilizing their road building equipment
that I liked. Here in Pana Township, we'd have an expensive bulldozer
and a road maintainer and truck. Assumption Township would have the
same and Rosamond Township would have the same and Locust Township would
have the same and so on, and they may not use some of the equipment more
than thirty days a year. But, up in Wiscomsin, the county owns all the
equipment. The county does all the road building and they would use
their big heavy machines that cost many thousands of dollars, along with
the big snowplows, throughout all townships, and so on. 1If a township
in Wisconsin wants a new road built, they hire the county to do it. The
county owns all the equipment, and that expensive piece of equipment will
be in use probably 100 to 200 days a vear. Whereas, in a township, it
may not be used 30 days in a year.

Well, the Farm Bureau was strong for it, till it started catching hell
from local people and the bill just never got off the ground. (chuckles)
Good idea but it wouldn't work politically.

Q: Where did it get to in the Senate?

A: Tt didn't get out of committee.

.

Q: Oh, is that right? Which committee did it wind up in?

A: I think it was the roads and highways committee, but . . .
Q: Who in the committee was instrumental in stopping it?

A: Practically everybody.

‘Q: Oh., (chuckles)

A: Well, you can see, as to me, I almost lost all my road commissioners
as friends.

Q: Yes. And all the rest of the people weren't about to do that either.
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A: Not by a hell of a lot.
Q: Yes, sir.

A: 1 never--well, I always had the approval--1 was always recommended
for reelection by the Illinois Farm Bureau, but . . . it's got a lot of
polities in it, too. I never will forget the time, under Stevenson, that
Senator Connors and I were working on increasing truck license fees and
the gas tax. And all the truckers were very much against it and were
wielding a pretty heavy club. And we almost had the votes to get it over
and the president of the Farm Bureau-—Shuman at Sullivan was president
of the Farm Bureau--and he had promised the governor and me that, at the
proper time, he would get word out to all the county Farm Bureau legis-
lative committees to contact their senators and representatives to vote
for it. Well, Shuman got awfully busy in Washington right before the
last days of the session, so I remember getting up about four o'clock

on a Sunday morning, about three or four days before the July 1 dead-
line, and I was on his doorstep at five-thirty in the morning. He had
just gotten in from oult east, or somewhere, and he came out in his
pajamas and bedroom slippers, and he said, "John, there will be a tele-
gram go out tomorrow to every county Farm Bureau legislative committee
member that we want this bill passed.” And I said, "Tomorrow is not
early enough. TI'd like it going out today." Well, he couldn't do that.
I don't know, but T don't think any telegram was ever sent, because he
had so many people that were riding his tail against all or part of the
program. Of course, two years after that, why, we did get the increase
in truck license fees and increase in gas tax bills passed. But every-
body is a politician.

Q: Yes, sir. Sir, right after the war, there was a major surplus at
that time which was going to be put into public works throughout the
state. Do you recall that situation?

A: Yes, to a certain extent. I don't remember anything particular,
maybe vou can remind me of something, but . ., .

Q: Well, I was just wondering if there are any of those projects which
occurred in your district. Were there any that you worked for to have
occur in your district?

A: Not particularly. I don't know. I was always treated awfully well
on the roads I wanted built, improved, or so on. After I went out—-
see, I was, in part, defeated by the damned "over the road" road busting
truckers who raised quite a fund to defeat me. But, at any rate, the
legislation went through, increasing their tyxuck license fees and so on,
but it didn't go through with their licenses as high as they should have
been. Technically, the heaviest ones should have been taxed about $3000
a year, and I think the top figure under the law we were able to get
through was only about $1500 or something like that.

But, after that, after T went out, the~-I don't know why, but I suspect
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it may be because everybody was feeling sad for poor old Fribley--and,
without me doing a dammed thing, the state highway department widened

and blacktopped Route 51 from Moweaqua on south to Ramsey. They black-
topped and widened from Pana down to Nokomis on Route 16 and straightened
and widened Route 29 from Pana over through Taylorville to Springfield
and to Shelbyville on the east and, hell, if any ex-senator's constituen-
cy was ever treated awful good, mine was. And T was rather amazed to see
it happen, because 1 just didn't have my hand in it.

Q: What about patronage in the district here? What patronage did you
have to dispense?

A: Not very much. You see, the Democrats went in in 1934, or 1932, and
we had a county chairman that was a durned good one. A lot of people
disliked him. But I didn't go in until the latter part of 1934 and most
of the political jobs were already assigned before I got there. 1In
general, people that got jobs thereafter were supposed to get my okay.
The county chairman would pick them out and then ask me if they were
okay, but he didn't do that all of the time. And patronage, frankly, was
a pain in the backside.

Q: Oh, is that right?

A: Because, for every job given, there were ten people who wanted it.
Everybody was broke. In those days, these secretaries and typists and

so on, I think they got $90 a month and . . . by CGod, that was something
to behold. All of these secretaries were friendly and I think they
wanted to help out all they could at election time, and they did, but
they used to gripe about anybody that's got a job. For instance, a
secretary would get a job and go to Springfield and live up there and
everybody else was jealous as hell. But, if she would come down the day
before the election and try to work for you, she did you just about as
much harm as she did good, because so many were jealous of her. And I
just informed them, "Instead of coming out to work for me, just write

to your very close friends and your family." You see, they went up there,
those were the days of cotton stockings and so on, and they'd come back
with silk stockings on, and high heels, and a new fur coat, and the girls
at home didn't have it. Well, you know, they weren't very sympathetic

to her wishes.

Q: Yes, sir.

A: T'm using that as just a hypothetical illustration.
Q: Yes, Right,.

Ar But it existed.

I never had very much to do with patronage. I stopped a few, but as
far as getting jobs, I never got very many jobs.
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Q: You say you stopped a few?

A: Well, yes, I--you'd find out the governor was going to appoint some-
body that he shouldn't. I can remember (he time that I was over to——
during Stevenson's time—-1 went over to the (llinois commerce Commission
Lo see the chairman and saw a fellow settin' there that 1 knew was

going to be indicted by the federal grand jury in the eastern district
for preparing fraudulent income tax returns, and he was the son of a
state representative. When he went in to see the chairman, I asked the
secretary of the chairman, and T said, '"What's he going in for?" And
she gaid, "Why, the chairman is going to put him on the payrell." [
said, "Goddam it, he can't do that." So I had her get the chairman on
the intercom phone, and I talked to him about the expected indictment,
and he said Stevenson had instructed him to put this fellow on, and T
said, "Well, you just hold that." He said, "Well, I've got instructions
to put him on today." And I said, "Well, vou hold it for a few minutes."
Well, he said he would stall it a little bit. So T fanned right over to
the governor's office and told Stevenson what was happening, and it wasg
stopped.

Well, this chairman hadn't had any use for me up to then but, after the
session adjourned about the middie of July, one morning about seven
o'clock the chairman called from Chicago or Fvanston-—-he was a very
square shooter, straight-laced fellow.

Q: Whe was that?

A: Walter Fisher, I believe, and he called and he said, "Semator, did
you read the Chicago Tribune this morning?" I said, "I never read the
Trib." And he said, "Well, vou remember you were telling me about so-
and-so was going to be indicted. Well, it's in the Trib this morning."
And he said, "I have said things about you that I didn't like and,' he
said, "I want to apologize," and he apologized and apologized. "And I
want your forgiveness.”

Q: Yes, sir. (laughter)
A: But those are rather rare.

(: Senator, from 1941 to 1946 you were on the committee on civil service.
Do you recall any activity . . .

A: A little bit. The head of civil service was Maud Myers, I think a
spinster lady, attractive looking, probably about my age, a perfect
lady, a fine lady, very sincere. I helped her where I could and she
helped me where she could, but everything was on the up-and-up. She was
a damned good woman.

Q: Do you remember any activity on that committee?
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A: None particularly. See, in those days, why, even though a person was
under civil service-—for instance, game wardens were put under civil
service——Horner put that through--and also, the state highway policemen.
Well, when Dwight Green went in, why, here was a game warden, down here
in the south end of Shelby County, was civil service and you couldn't
fire him unless he had a bad record. But what they did, the department
of conservation, they moved him up to Rock Island in the northern part
of the state. And after he got settled down there, they they’'d move him
down to Chester., Well, he saw the light and that's the way they got rid
of him. (laughter)

The state police merit system was a good law, durned good law. Steven-
gon put it through.

Q: Were you involved in getting that law through?

A: Well, I don't know whether I handled it for Stevenson or pot--I may
have introduced it, T don't know, along with Senator Connors. See,
Senator Connors was minority leader. Stevenson never had a Democrat
majority in either house of the legislature and . . . he was always
behind the eight ball, but most of Stevenson's stuff was introduced by
Senator Connors, and quite a bit by he and I, but I had to back him up,
and some things I handled myself. But I don't remember having any parti-
cular thing to do with the police merit board or law. It was a darmed
good law. Darned good law.

Q: And that was the one that set up the merit system for the state
police?

A: Yes. We've got a good, pretty darned good state police system,

Q: Yes, sir.

A: They've arrested and given me tickets.,

Q: Is that vight?

A: Sure thing. This may sound funny, but I've never asked a fellow to
let me off a ticket in my life, and I've gotten a lot of speeding tickets
in my time.

Q: Oh, is that right?

A: Never have. Some of them undoubtedly have let me off and overlooked
it, I'm fairly positive they have, The state highway police always have

been friends of mine, but they gave and still give me speeding tickets
if I get caught, and should.
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SESSION 8, TAPE 15, SIDE 1

(3: Tet's see, what year was it you left the legislature, now?

A: I was defeated in November of 1952. That was the vear that Adlail
Stevenson ran for president on the Democrat ticket and General Eisenhower
ran for president on the Republican ticket. Tt was a Republican land-
slide year.

(Q: What happened in your campaign?

A: Well, T scense that the--it was a rough year. As I've indicated in
the questions that I've answered to you, or statements I've made, I was
very close to Covernor Stevenson and had a world of respect for his
honesty and ability.

(taping interrupted for telephone call, then resumed)

A: And Stevenson, in his first two years as governor, had carried on a
project to build our road system and, by deing that, it would have entail-
ed increasing the gas tax, which was never a popular thing, and substan-
tially dincreasing truck license fees. It was pretty well-known that the
big truckers really damage the roads, and require a heavy base, a thicker
slab of concrete with a much heavier base underneath. And the committee
had reported back that trucks, the heavier duty trucks, 72,000 pound
gross weight capacity, should pay a license on a ton-mile basis, of
roughly $3,000. And the big trucking companies had most substantial
lobbies. And Senator Connors and I handled the legislation to increase
truck license fees and increase the gas tax. Well, as I think T related
to you before, the Farm Burcau didn't help out, as they had promised, and
that thing didn't get off the ground too well,

Q: This is when you went to visit Mr. Shuman?

A: Yes,

Q: Yes, sir.

A: And then, in Stevenson's second two years of his term, why, that was a
primary thing of his. And we did get it passed, although the truck lobby
whipped down the cost of an annual license fee from, as 1 recall, roughly
$3,000 down to around $1,500, 51,600, something like that.

And so, T knew that the big truckers were out after me, but I never
thought or paid too much attention to it. But T went out and did my wusual

campaigning, And I thought it was a nip and tuck go. Frankly, I didn't
work too hard--T mean, as hard as I should.

Q: Now, this was in the primary, was it?
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A: No, in the general election in the fall of 1952. And I found that--I
don't know., I've heard a lot of stories. The story was that the big
truckers got together a war chest for my opponent, to the tune of $16,000.
And, at any rate, the day of the election, I'm informed there was a
trucker at every polling place in the district, which is about 130 poll-
ing places, buttonmholing people. And, at any rate, T got beat. T got
beat by about 300 or 400 votes, something like that. Although I did run
about 3,000 ahead of the ticket in the district.

Q: Oh?

A: And I never felt bad about it, particularly. Oh, hell, you always
feel bad, but there's no use crying about it. And I figured the people
treated me awfully decent over the years and I just--I didn't beller and
bawl or cry about it.

Q: Yes, sir. (laughter) Who were you running against?

A: The Republicans brought out a fellow name of Davis, who was a farm
manager of the Vandeveer estate farms in Christian County. And I never
figured that he was too heavy. But he had been Republican county chairman
in Christian County. And I beat him fairly decent in Christian County but,
in Cumberland and in Shelby and in Fayette, it wasn't good. (laughs) It
was bad.

Q: Well.

A: There was one little thing that came up, too. We had a fellow from
Pana, here, that wasn't a college graduate, but was a darn good police
officer, who was assistant superintendent, or warden, down at Vandalia
State Penal Farm. And the superintendent died, a fellow by the name of
George Ray of Centralia. And immediately when he died, the Democrat
organization in Fayette County bent every effort to get a local fellow,

a former sheriff, who was then running a tavern in Vandalia, appointed
superintendent. And there was a lot of pressure. And Governor Stevenson
talked to me about it and said that he would prefer to have this fellow
from Pana, Mike Pastor, go in as acting warden, at least until things
developed after the first of the year, or at least to the end of his

term. And, although Mike Pastor, at that time, was not a particularly
close friend of mine, why, I told him I thought that would be a good idea.
And the Fayette County Democrat organization got on me terribly about that.
And told me that, if T didn't get their man appointed, that I wasn't going
to get any votes down there. And T told them that T wasn't going teo do
what they wanted. Well, T know I kept my promise to them and, apparently,
they kept their promise to me!

Q: Well. T see. (laughter) Yes, sir.
A: I don't know. I don't know,

Q: When you went back, was there any session of the legislature after that
time, between November and January?
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A: T don't think so. T don't think so.

Q: S0, was there any other action in Springfield at all, then, on your
part, after the election?

A: No.
Q: You didn't go back at all for that?
A: T went back and cleaned out my desk, that's about all.

Q: I see. (laughter) VYes, sir. (pause) What involvement have you had
with politics since that time?

A: Since that time about all I do, oh, maybe make a few speeches. You
know, they might have a speaker at some Democral rally down at Podunk
Center and the speaker doesn't show up and they call me. But T haven't
done that for six or cight years, T don't think. And I don't particular-
ly remember doing it. Always am available if they need me.

Q: Yes.

A: And then, every vear, I'd give, oh, maybe $300 to $600 to the campaign
funds of favorite candidates of mine. I don't think T ever gave more
than that. I might have, but I don't remember it.

0: Were you involved in any way with the state organization after you left
the legislature?

A: Never messed with them. I don't think they ever particularly did me
any good when T was running. And, oh——frankly, I can't even tell you
who's state chairman now.

Q: 0Oh? John Touhy?

A: If it's John Touhy, there are Touhys in Chicago that are damn nice
people.

Q: Was there any activity in the legislature that you became interested
in after you left there that you took some action regarding?

A Um . . . not particularly. I may have written a few letters bub I
would just doubt it. I never went up there lobbying. You know, 2 iot of
veople get defeated from the legislature and they try to get a job as a
lobbyist. Or they want to go back there and hang around. I made it a
practice to go up rthere one time each session, if I'm in Springfield on
business, and drop into the Senate and maybe go in the House and yakety-
vak with some of the boys I knew, in the House or Senate. BRut, heck fire,
nowadays, why, everybodv's dead! There isn't a single man in the Scnate
now that I served with.
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Q: A whole new crew.

A: And darned few in the House that . . . I was rather amazed. T was up
there on business here last year, or—--1 guess it was last spring, I
think. And I went down in the--where the legislators eat. And nobody
stopped me. (laughs) I sat down there and about a couple of tables
away was a fellow that looked familiar but——-and he kept staring at me.
And, finally, I asked the waitress, I said, "Who is that guy over there?"
And she said, "Well, that's Clyde Choate." And, about the same time, I
think, she went over to see him and he asked her who that guy was? She
said she didn't know.

Q: Oh. (laughter) Well.

A: Yes. So, I went over and I said, "Goddamn it, aren’'t you Clyde
Choate?" (laughs) And we had dinner together, then. T moved my stuff
over to his table. Clyde's a lobbyist now.

Q: Oh?

A: You see, when he first came up from southern Illinois, he had a
Republican senator in his district and I used to help handle Clyde's
bills that he would send over to the Senate, see?

Q: Yes.
A: And he used to always refer teo me as being "his' senator.
Q: Well. I see. (laughter)

A: But Clyde was a loveable fellow, was a Congressional Medal of Honor
man in the second World War. { had a lot of admiration for him. And he
and Paul Powell, they were two of the fellows in the House that I got
along with very well. Handled their bills and they'd see to it my bills
got through over there if the fellows from my district that were in the
House were having trouble with them. T didn't agree with everything they
did but they sure treated me nice.

Q: Do you remember any particular bills that Clyde Choate asked you to
support for him? :

A: No, I think they all affected his district down there. And T can't
particularly remember them. But I know, as far as Paul Powell, why, I
remember this harness racing bill that permitted pari-mutuel betting. I
handled that legislation when it got over to the Senate.

Q: Yes. Do you remember any particulars about the handling? Did you
have any problems with it?

A: No. See. Here. FEvery county fair in the state that I know of was
strong in favor of that bill. And the reason—-1 don't know whether I told
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you before-—-was that it had got so that your good harness racing horses
were at pari-mutuel tracks, or tracks where they had pari-mutuel betting
in California or Florida or New York.

Q: Was this running horse racing, you mean? Or was this with the harness
racing?

A: Harness racing. You see, the pari-mutuel betting on flat racing, run-

ning horses, oh, it must have been passed back in the 1920's. But they

never had permitted pari-mutuel betting on harness racing in Illinois——

oh, they did in other states—-until the--it must have been the 1951 session .
of the General Assembly that that was passed. I believe that's right.

Q: Who was most in opposition to it? Who'd you run up against?

A: Well, it may have been that the flat racing group--that group may have
been against it. I don't think so. Because it turned out that these
flat racing tracks--like Sportsman's Park up at Chicago-—why, they lease
their track to harness racing groups and it just gives them more income.

Now, wundoubtedly, there was some-—perhaps some church groups. And the
county fairs always, up to that time, had been against pari-mutuel betting
on harness racing. And the reason ifor that, they thought they would be
able to get pari-mutuel betting in the county fairs. And Senator Simon
Lantz and everybody else didn't want that. Turthermore, there was no
county fair that could finance it , see?

Q: Dh. Yes.

A: But the bill that was enacted into law specifically provided they
couldn't have pari-mutuel betting on harness racing at a county fair.

Q: So it had to be a regular racetrack, like Sportsman’'s?

A: Yes. Yes. Now, they tell me for the last several years they've had

pari-mutuel betting at the Hambletonian. And T guess at the--last week,

when they had the Hambletonian—--this was, well, it was Labor Day, I guess

it was, or—-no, a couple of days before Labor Day. The Saturday before

Labor Day, they had the Hambletonian down there and the mutuel handle——

that is, the amount of money Lhat was bet--probably was the highest in .
history, 1 guess.

Q: Oh, is thar right? Well, that was the last Hambletonian, wasn't it?

A: Yes. And they had a hell of a field. But T've never been down there
over three or four rimes. T didn't go last Saturday.

But they started out lying te vou. It got to the point where there was
not enough decent horses here in Illinois during the county fair season to
£i11 the various classes. For instance, they'd have a 220 pace and maybe
they'd have four horses. And those were clunkers. And, before this
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legislation was adopted, why, the harness horse owners made a gentleman's
agreement that they would see to it that each class of racing at the
county fairs was filled with at least five or six horses. And then, when
that gentleman's agreement was made, the county fairs then were all unani-
mously in favor, and appeared in Springfield at hearings on the bill,
guaranteeing and desiring its passage. Because it was the lifeblood to
them.

Q: Because it would draw better quality horses into . . .
A: Yes,

Q: Was there any discussion in the legislature, along there, about
instituting help for a breeding program?

A: Well, that was . . . an underlying thing. You see, Carl Preihs,

who is now dead, who was the state representative from Pana-—and he had
purchased some stallions and had a breeding farm at the south edge of

Pana here. And he called his breeding farm the Queen's Ranch. And he

had, oh, I guess, two or three stallions there, maybe more. None of them
were particularly top-quality stallions, but they weren't clunkers

either. Well, he had some clunkers, but he had a couple of good stallions,
I think. And he was strong for it. And, of course, he was quite a

friend of Paul Powell's., He was much closer to Powell than I was.

The state gets a share of the pari-mutuel funds that are bet. And then,
part of it goes into a fund that is used for purses to winmners of harness
horse races at the county fairs which are won by colts of Illinois
stallions or mares. Which meant a lot to Carl Preihs, because he had
these stallions. At that time, there weren't too many breeding farms in
Illinois. A fellow by the name of Heinie Knauf, Henry Knauf, of Ladd,
Illinois, who was in the state legislature, was quite a promoter, because
he had some pretty good stallions, too.

Then, in addition to that, the Hayes group--old man W. R. Hayes, I think
his name was——owned the Du Quoin racetrack and he had some damn good
horses. And, of course, he's dead now, and I think both of his sons are
dead. Hayes got the Hambletonian trotter race to be moved from New York
and located at Du Quoin. It's been there, I guess, fifteen or .twenty
vears., And then he died and his two sons died. And they were pretty
decent friends of mine, But, for the last several years, you see, the
eastern tracks have done everything they could to get the Hambletonian
moved back to New York or New Jersey. And it's always been a hell of a
fight with the, I guess the American Trotting Association, I guess to
get the Hambletonian taken away. But the Hayeses, I don't know whether
seeing the handwriting on the wall or for other reasons, I don't know,
they supposedly sold their bank down there and the Du Quoin racetrack,
and fair, to an Iranian. And I think that sealed the verdict pretty much
so that the Du Quoin State Fair wouldn't be able to hold on to Hamble-
tonian any longer.
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Q: Well. (laughs) I see. I'll be darned.

A: The Hayeses were pretty honorable people. And they swung a lot of
weight, The Hayeses—-a rather interesting thing. And I shouldn't
burden the record with this, but old man Hayes owned what they called the
Midwest Dairy and they had a plant here at Pana. There's quite a few
places in Illinois. And Hayes or Midwest Dairy held a Coca-Cola franchise
for a large part of southern Illinois for Coca-Cola wholesaling, manu-
facturing and bottling. He was a hell of a nice fellow.

T never will forget the time I was down at the Cumberland County fair

and, for some reason, they asked me to award a trophy for some special
race they had down there. And one of the Hayes stables horses won it, see.
And they sent the wife of one of the Hayes' sons up to accept the trophy.
And I was trying to make a fancy little speech. Instead of saying-—and
she was a very handsome woman--instead of saying that the Hayeses were
noted for fast horses and beautiful women, I got it all messed up and said
fast women and beautiful horses. (laughter) I didn't do it intentionally
but it sure got the crowd worked up.

Q: She didn't hit you, I guess?
A: Everybody got a hell of a kick out of my slip.

Q: Yes, sir. (laughter) I guess you had continued, while you were in the
legislature, with your law practice here in Pana.

A: Yes, that's right.

Q: So, when you left the legislature, I guess it was just a matter of
increasing your activity in the law practice.

A: Yes.

Q: What particular fields have you gone into in law practice since that
time?

A:; Well, at this law office, as most every country lawyer, everything is
grist that comes to the mill, I did very little criminal work, although
I was in quite a few murder cases. Not quite a few, not compared to Carl
Preihs, I think T didn't have a tenth of the criminal practice that he
did. But I did defend public enemy number three back there in history,
along with Representative Will Welker of Vandalia. We got licked. The
man was——1 think, no question about him being guilty.

Q: Who was the person?
A: A fellow by the name of Arniel Barker.

Q: (pause) And you say he was number three on the FBI list?
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A: Yes, at that time.
Q: And you say you lost the case, though?

A: Yes, we got beat on it. Oh, he was wanted in ten or fifteen states,
I presume. Hell of a nice little fellow.

Q: How'd you come to get involved in . . .
A: I never knew.
Q: Oh, is that right? (laughs)

A: A girl friend of his, from down in . . . a suburb of St. Louis, came
in my office one day and asked me if 1'd defend him, and she didn't tell
me he was public enemy number three. (laughs)

q: Well.

A: I never found that out until later. And he was in jail down in Van-
dalia. And they wanted me and Representative Welker, a good lawyer down
there, to defend him. And I wasn't particularly interested in the case
because, from what she told me, T knew it was a rough, rough case. And

I told her I would have to have $1000 retainer fee and I didn't think that
she could come up with it. And she just quickly counted out ten $100
bills and I was in like Flynn.

Q: Yes, sir. (laughter) What has been your major practice, then?

A: My major practice is--TI do a substantial amount of probate work. I do
publie utility work. I've represented quite a few telephone companies

in Tllinois, mostly on financing and a few on rates. 1 told you about

my trip to Washington, D. C., representing the fellow who owned a tele-
phone company down at Toledo and Greenup, Illinois, and several other
towns around there. Came to me and wanted me to go to Washington to
lobby against the grants for cooperative telephone companies. He and I
went out to Washington and I contacted the two United States Senators and
several congressmen that I knew and--including one from Missouri that I'd
had law business with--and, heck, they just kicked me in the teeth, and
him, too. And, coming back on the plane, I said, "Dammit," I said, "if
we can't beat them, let's join them." I applied for a REA loan for him.
And damned if we didn't get a several-hundred thousand dollar leanm to put
in automatic dial phones and, later, an additional loan for financing

for underground cable instead of overhead telephone poles and wire. And,
after that, why, quite a few different telephone companies, small tele-
phone companies, in Tllinois employed me. And I worked up a pretty good
clientele and--nice people.

Then, I represented the refinery here at Pana. And that led into quite a
bit of oil law practice, but there's not too much activity now. T wish
there was more. But they keep finding little fields, places.
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Q: What do you feel was your most important case that you've had in your
career as a lawyex?

A: (laughs) Oh, I never was very much of a lawyer, I never thought. You
have your moments of brilliance and you have your moments when you get
kicked in the tail. (pause) Oh, I think, maybe--not the most important
one-—-it gave me a lot of satisfaction. (pause) Oh . . . the one that
rather . . . I should never yip about—-talk about that, was the case about
a lady that buried her dog in the cemetery. I told you about that.

Q: Yes, sir. (laughs)

A: Then, while I was in the legislature, I voted for the Illinois princi-
pal income act, which was prepared for the Senate by a group of Chicago
lawyers. Well, I've had two rather important cases which went to the
supreme or appellate court, and damned if I didn't lose both of them.
(laughs)

Q: What--principal income, you say?
A: Principal income act.
Q: I see. What does that pertain to?

A: Oh, it defines when a person dies and leaves property in trust, for
his wife or kids, .for instance, and his will is ambiguous and doesn't
spell it out-—what portion of the estate constitutes principal and which
is to be treated as income.

Q: Oh.

A: The most important—-or, not the most important, the toughest «case I
ever had was this Jarvis estate case up in Logan County. But it would
take too long to go into that.

Q: Oh?
A: The thing--the estates are just winding up now.
Q: Oh? And that one you were successful in, then?

A: No. This particular will of Everette Jarvis, who was a rather wealthy
0il man—--he owned a substantial amount of farmland and interests in a

lot of producing oil properties. And, in his will, he left everything in
trust during his wife's lifetime. She was to get the entire net income
from his land and oil interests and farm as long as she lived.

Well, when he died, a bank at Decatur was trustee of the will and executor
of the estate. And a lawyer for the bank sent me a copy of the will, in
order that I could change the records of the Pana refinery so that, instead
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of paying the receipts of o0il produced to the decedent, they would pay

it to the trustee. And the trustee, in turn, was then paying it straight
out to the widow insofar as the oil funds that were coming in each month
from the producing oil well.

When T first saw the will, T knew that there was going to be problems on
it and I so advised the lawyer for the bank. And he scoffed at it. And,
about three years after, why, the bank examiners raised the same point. I
had expressed the opinion to him that T didn't think the widow was
entitled to the oil funds, that it wasn't income. That, under the prin-
cipal income act, the oil receipts were principal to be invested and from
which the widow was to receive the interest, that is the income. Then,
well, about three years after Mr. Jarvis died, why, the bank examiners
raised the same point and the trustee filed a suit to construe the will
and the widow then came down and hired me to represent her. And, in oxder
to represent her in claiming that the proceeds from these sales of oil
each month was income to her, well, I had to reverse my position and take
a position that was contrary to what T had advised the bank before., Well,
I won the case over in the Logan County circuit court, but the persons who
were to recelive the estate when the widow died appealed it. And the
appellate court reversed the circuit court decision and held that I was
right in my original opinion and wrong on the second go-round. (laughter)

Q: When you changed. I see. Yes, sir.
A: Which was a bad deal.
Q: Yes, sir.

A: But it was a good law.

SESSION 8, TAPE 15, SIDE 2
Q: Who was it that introduced the principal income act?

A: I don't particularly remember. T would rather think . . . probably
Senator Harold G. Ward, but I may be wrong on that. I may be way off.
But it was a group of--from the Chicago Bar Association that brought it
in. They had it in other states. And it's a good law to define what is
principal and what is income.

And it's like—-here. Suppose that I died and left a will and left you a
life estate in corporate stocks and, on your death, then the corporate
stocks went to someone else and, in the interim, a stock dividend was
declared on the stock of the estate. The question is, who gets the stock
dividends? 1Is that income or is it principal to be held over for the
remainder man? They had a lot of little things like that.

Q: Do you remember any of the circumstances of the passage of that act?
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A: Not a thing. In fact, nobody particularly understood it. At least,
nobody read the fine print.

Q: I see. Yes. BSo they passed it because the bar association had
supported it and put it in?

A: Yes, Yes. See, the State Bar Association and the Chicago Bar
Association sponsor legislation to change with the times or expedite
handling of legal problems, litigation.

Q: And their prestige behind it is sufficient, normally, to . . .
A: Yes, it is.

Q: Of course, that didn't quite work when they put in for judicial reform,
which included the merit system and all that, did it? (laughs)

A: Well, judicial reform, getting back to this Representative Carl
Preihs, he was terribly against judicial reform. And I never had any
ideas, particularly, either way. I could see a lot of good to it. 1It's
according to whether the Democrats are in power or the Republicans are

in power. You always figure, if the Republicans are in power, why, you'll
have Republican judges; if the Democrats are in power, you'll have
Democrat judges. Now, in this district, I can't remember the time that
the circuit judges-~three to a circuit, which is nine rural counties—-I
can't remember a time that they weren't all Democrat judges. Well, since
judieial reform, why, the elected circuit judges still are Democrats, but
they pick out some Republican associate judges and they've got several
Republicans.

Q: The Democrats would select Republicans. Why would they do that?

A: Well, because, after you're a judge, you're supposed to disregard
politics. And most of them do downstate, I think. I hope so. We've
always had, since--I've practiced law fifty years and I think we've had
damn good circuit judges.

Q: Had you ever thought of running for a judgeship?

A: Yes, several times.

Q: Did you ever do it?

A: Nope.

Q: Why didn't you?

A: Well, earlier, my son Joe who was attending the University of Illinois

law school and came to practice with me and I wanted to preserve my prac-—
tice for him,
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A: T was Ffavored by the Democrat convention, back, oh, twenty-five years
ago, or thirty years ago, when there was a vacancy. And I had the nomina-
tion pretty well sewed up, I think. Judge Daley, who was the county

judge in this county at that time and a darned fine fellow, was also
wanting to run. And I decided that T didn't want to get into it and
called him up and told him I wasn't going to run, that I was for him.

And he made a hell of a good judge.

- Then, when they had the supreme court election--about 1952-- 1 don't
remember when that was—--but Judge Simpson was the supreme court judge for
southern Illinois and the Democrats were trying to take over on that. And
Harry Hershey wanted to be the supreme court judge, but he wanted to be
beggéd quite a bit. The boys, the powers that be, asked me to go and,
finally, T told them I would and it was agreed that they'd nominate me.

I told them, at the time, it would be expensive to run, And I called my
wife and told her it would cost about $25,000 to make the race and, T was
rather amazed, she said, "Fire away. Go ahead., I'm for you."

Q: Well.

A: And T also knew, or felt, that it was going to be a hard race. T
thought a Democrat would have a hard time getting elected. And we left
the smoke-~filled room at the Vandalia Hotel with the idea that I was to
be nominated. And Harry Hershey, from Taylorville, was going fo make my
nominating speech and, on the way over, he said to me, he said, "John,
don't you really want to run?" And I said, "Hell, no, I'm not interested
too much." He said, well, he'd like to run.

Q: Oh. (laughter) Well.

A: So I said, "Fine." So I made the nominating speech for him and he was
nominated by the convention and he won by, I think, by around 270 votes,
or something like that, out of about 40,000 votes cast. He had a contest
but that was finally dropped. And Hershey went on and he was a damn-
sight smarter man than I was, T think, He'd run for governor, you know,

back . . . I think against Dwight Green-—and been defeated. And, I think,
over the whole thing, he would have gotten more votes than I would have,
- I think probably T'd have got beat if I'd tried it. But he made a hell of

a good judge, supreme court judge.

Q: Was your wife active in supporting you while you were in the legisla-
ture?

A: No., My wife thought that her place was to sit quiet and not be active
in anything, and mind her own business.

Q: Oh, is that right? (laughs) 1I'll be darned.
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A: Never got out and rung doorbells or attended committee meetings or
anything else. She would occasionally go to a meeting with me. And
maybe that was a good idea. You've seen times when fellows' wives can get
them in more trouble than—--they should keep out anyway.

Q: Yes, sir. (laughter)

A: No, I have an awfully fine wife. She's been very patient and a damn
good gal.

Q: What year was your son born? Is he the oldest?

A: Yes. Joe was born in, let's see, in 1932. I was married in . . . in
March or April of, I think, 1931. (laughs) And he was born in November
of 1932.

I never will forget that. When I was married, times were awfully damned
hard. We got married one evening and went to Bloomington and stayed all
night. And the next morning I was supposed to be at Joliet, I believe,
and get a divorce for a fellow. And, if that guy hadn't of paid me when
I got the divorce, I think the honeymoon would have been over. That's
how hard times were.

Q: Yes, sir. (laughter) Where'd you go from Joliet on the honeymoon?

A: On up to Chicago. (laughs)

Q: Did you? Where did you stay?

A: We stayed at a hotel one night or so, and then I had an uncle up there
that was a dentist—-up theve at Chicago. We stayed with them a couple or
three nights, I think. I don't remember. Then we went down to St. Louis
for a couple of days.

): Yes. (pause) Then, Joe was born in 1932.

A: 1932,

Q: Yes. And you've lived here in Pana all your life, I guess.

A: Well, I was raised on a farm about eight miles north of Pana and went
to high school at Assumption. But, when T started practicing law, T came
to Pana.

Q: So you set up housekeeping here when you were married.

A: Yes. Well, my wife is an only child. As a matter of fact, I lived
with her parents.

(0: Oh, yes, you said that.
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A: Her father was a doctor and he died about two years after that--well,
about six or eight months after we were married, because I know Marian
was carrying Joe at the time that he died.
Q: When was vyour daughter born?
A: About three years later.
Q: About 1935 then?
A: Somewhere like that, yes.
Q: And what's your daughter's name?
A: Judith Ann.
Q: And T guess both of them went to school here in . . .
A: Both of them went to grade and high school here at Pana.
Q: Then, where did Joe go to school from . . .
A: Joe went to Illinois and got his bachelor of arts degree up there,
And, right after he graduated, he got married. And then he spent,
roughly, two years as a lieutenant in the Army out at Fort Devens,
Massachusetts, in Army intelligence, He was a nut on code-breaking.
Q: Now, this would have been the late 1940's, then, was it?
A: Let me see. Hold the phone a second.
Q: Yes, sir.

(Taping stopped to locate date, then resumed)
A: I'm sorry I don't keep those dates in my head but .
Q: Well, most people don't.
A: But he must have gotten out of law school about 1957, and he passed
the bar and came here to practice with me. And then, he was assistant
state's attorney when Rolland Tipsword was state's attorney of Christian
County. And Tipsword resigned to run for state representative and Joe
became state's attorney. I think he was probably state's attorney about
three years. '
Then, when Joe ran for state's attorney, he ran against a blind man. And

he was on the Republican ticket, fellow by the name of John Ward. And
Ward defeated him.
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Q: Well.
A: A fairly close race but . . . Ward was a very smart fellow and a nice
fellow.

Q: And he was blind, you say?

A: Blind.

Q: Well, for heaven's sake.

A: Made a good state's attorney.

Q: Something like Willard Ice, I guess, then.
A: Yes.

Q: Did you know Willard Ice, by any chance?

A: Knew him very well, Awfully nice fellow, A square-shooter, patient,
and explained to me a lot of things about legislation. 1I'd take his word
on most everything.

Q: Oh, is that right?
A: Yes.
Q: (pause) And when did Joe then decide he wanted to become a judge?

A: (Laughs) A year ago last February he came in to my office and closed
the door, which I thought was funny. And he said, '"Dad, I want to talk
to you about something personal.” I thought, "Oh, what's the trouble
now?" I don't mean that the way it sounds. Joe was never in any trouble
that T know of.

Q: Yes.

A: But he said the circuit judges had been talking to him. They wanted
him to be an associate judge. And he told them that he wouldn't do it
uniess I okayed it. Well, I wanted to tell him, "Hell, no!" But you
don't do those things.

The judges and the lawyers tell me that he's making an excellent judge.

T hope so. But, of course, I can't have anything before him. And,
naturally, the lawyers would say that because they'd, well, they'd be
afraid to say something else like that. They'd figure I'd carry it back
to him and they don't want to say something derogatory about the judge and
then find out that some blabber mouth had passed it on to the judge.

Q: Well. (laughter) Yes, sir.
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A: But the judges tell me that. And I think Joe is. He's honest and he's
a damn sight smarter boy than I was, ever was.

Q: Yes. Well. Is he married now?

A: Yes. He married a Carolyn Travis, they were classmates in grade
school, high school and college.

Q: How long has he been married?

A: Well, he was married since, about 1954, I think. After he did his .
twenty—-two months in the Army, well, then he went back and took two more
years of law.

Q: Where, at the University of Illinois?

A: At the University of Illinois. He graduated reasonably high in his
class, I think. He was pretty close to an "A" student all the way, I
think. And I was pretty close to a "B" student.

Q: Well. (laughter) Yes, sir. Do you have grandchildren now?

A: T have three grandchildren. Scott—-well, after he graduated from

high school, then he got married and then, that fall, he went down to a
junior college down here at Robinson, I think, and took a course that

the Marathon 0il Company, I believe, sponsored. 0il field practices.

He went about a semester and a half. And he's now working at the Essex
International plant here at Pana. They're an electric wire factory. They
have no children.

And then, the next child is Susan. And Susan . . . graduated from high
school two years ago. Joe was valedictorian of his class in high school
and so was his daughter Susan. She's at Northwestern taking engineering,
and this summer she's been working for some steel company over at Gary,
Indiana, or close to Gary.

Q: One of the modern girls, then.

A: Yes. She's not only intelligent, fairly good-looking, but, when she

was in high school, she ran the half-mile and placed third in the district
meet over at Springfield. But she's a shorty and--I mean, she's not tall--
but has got a hell of a lot of determination.

Q: Is that her in that picture up there that you have? (Points to
photograph on shelf)

A: Yes, her picture is up there. That was the Pana Open . . . jogging
thing. That was her finishing up a two-mile race, or something like that.

Q: Goodness!
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A: She's a good little athlete. And still jogs quite a bit. But she
didn't go out for the girls' track team at Northwestern. She's been
pretty close to a straight "A" student at Northwestern. I'm very proud
of her.

Q: Yes, sir.

A: The third grandchild is Valerie and she's a sophomore here in Pana
High School, and a cheerleader. I anticipate she's probably as smart but
she doesn't make the grades that Susan did. T don't think she works as
hard at it either.

Q: Well. (laughter)

A: I always hoped Scott would be a lawyer but . . . it didn't work out
that way.

Q: [ see. And are all three of these Joe's children?

A: Yes., WNow, Judy, after she graduated, she first went two years to
MacMurray, where her mother and grandmother had attended, my mother and
my sister had attended. But MacMurray didn't have courses in education.
She wanted to be a teacher. So, as I recall, her senicr year, or maybe
her junior and senior year, she transferred to Illinois.

Q: That's the University of I11linois?

A: Yes. And, after she graduated, she taught out in Commecticut for
about four or five years. And then, she wanted to get her masters degree
at Northwestern, so she applied to teach at Evanston, Winnetka and Lake
Forest. She flew back here Easter-—we met her up there—--and she went
before the superintendent at Evanston and they were kind of snotty to
her, she thought. (laughs) She finally walked out and told them she
didn't think she was interested in teaching there.

Q: Well.

A: And then went on up to Winnetka. And that's supposed to be the top
school in the country, you know. And went in and was hired that day.

Q: Well. So she's there in Winnetka now?

A: Yes. She purchased a home there and she's a third grade teacher in
the Hubbard Woods School at Winnetka. And apparently very highly
respected. She enjoys life a lot.

Q: Yes. Is she working on her masters, then, at Northwestern?

A: While she was at Winnetka she studied during the summers and got her
masters there. I'm immodest about her., Forgive me for it, but she's a
hell of a sweet and capable gal.




Q: Yes. And she hasn't married?
A: No.

Q: (pause) When the children were growing up, where did you go for
vacations?

A: Oh, when the kids were young, we would go to Florida during the
Christmas holidays. And then that was too damn far and too cold. We went
down to Biloxi for a few years. Then to Hot Springs, Arkansas, or to the
Broadmoor Hotel at Colorado Springs for Christmas holidays. We went to
Panama one year during the Christmas holidays.

Q: That's the Panama Canal Zone?

A: Yes, I had a brother-in-law, was chief of chaplains for that area.
Oh, go out to this place, you know, out in Virginia, close to Norfolk—-
Williamsburg, or White Sulphur Springs.

Judy always wanted to go somewhere during the Christmas holidays. She
and Marian even got me to take them and one of my granddaughters out to
Yellowstone Park for a week, a year or so ago. You {1y in to Jackson
Hole and take a snow coach down into the park and stay there at the 01d
Faithful lodge. Judy and my granddaughter, Susie, did a lot of overland
skiing. Judy loves to ski and is a fair skier, I think. Not tops, but
she can take care of herself,

Q: Have you tried it?
A: Hell, no! (laughter) Oh, I've tried snowshoes.

Q: Yes, sir. (laughter) What kind of sports have you engaged in? Golf?
Apparently . . .

A: I used to love to hunt quail but never had too much time. And my legs
wouldn't hold up now. I love to play golf. I love to fish but never have
any time for that. But, when I was a young lawyer and didn't have any
business, why, I'd play golf every night. And I was a fair country golfer
then. Got lucky one time and held the course record once, when I was
young.

Q: Oh, is that right? Where, here at Pana?

Q: Yes. But my handicap is now 16. Of course, I'm 74 years old. But
Joe, my son, he is a good golfer. He was the club champion three or four
years ago. He's a good golfer.

Q: Now, his home is still in Pana?

A: Yes, here in Pana. I play golf with a retired banker, George Penwell,
and a semi-retired Dr. Fritz Siegart, and semi-retired Leo Brummer, who
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owns a wholesale auto parts company. And T'm older than each of them
but we have a lot of fun. We play '"bi-bam-booev." (laughs)

Q: What is that?

A: Well, there's several names to the game. If you're first on the
green, you get a quarter from everybody else. And, if you're closest
to the hole, you get a quarter. Or, if you are the first to get your
putt down, you get an extra quarter. And we play "roodles" and
"Scotch-foursome" and . . . It almost take a bookkeeper to keep score.

Q: Well. (laughs)
A: Oh, you can lose and you can win. [ won ten or twelve dollars a
couple of weeks ago. And then, two days later, I think I lost almost

half of it back and the rest of it the next time. (laughter) We have
a lot of fun.

Q: Yes, sir.

A: They're awfully nice fellows to play with,

Q: Yes. Does your wife play golf, too?

A: No.

Q: She's never played it?

A: T don't think she ever did.

Q: Is she a bridge player?

A: Yes, some. But she and about five of her age group, five or six of
them, they have dinner every Monday night together and then they go to
one or the other's house and play rummy for a penny a point. And, if
Marian loses seventy-seven cents, it's been a bad, bad evening!

Q: Yes, sir. (laughter)

A: They have a lot of fun.

Q: Do you play any cards, particularily?

A: When I was in the legislature, we used to play poker over at the
Leland Hotel. And that was my first few years when I didn't have much
legislative business. You see, when you first go up there, nobody trusts

you with important legislation. About the only legislative bills that

you're on are ones that particularly affect your district. And then,
when you get in the swing of things and get to handle larger matters, why,
you don't have the time. But I played poker——I think we played for a
quarter limit or a half-dollar limit. Of course, that was a lot of money

















































