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Volume I1 

John W. Fribley Memoir 

SESSION 4 ,  TAPE 7 ,  S I D E  2 (con t inued)  

A: Then, a n o t h e r  r a t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  committee I was p r i v i l e g e d  t o  s e r v e  
on, and I s u r e  wanted t o  be on i t ,  was when, abou t  1948, t h e  C e n t r a l i a  
mine d i s a s t e r  o c c u r r e d  and ,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a hundred and t e n  miners  
were k i l l e d .  And i t  was j u s t  b e f o r e  Stevenson went i n ,  as I r e c a l l .  It 
happened about  Chris tmas Day, o r  r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  Chr i s tmas ,  and immediate- 
l y  t h e  Uni ted States Sena te  had a  group t h a t  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  come o u t  
and i n v e s t i g a t e ,  and immediate ly  t h e  s t a t e  S e n a t e  and House had a group,  
t h a t  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t .  And we went down t h e r e - - i t  must have been 
i n  e a r l y  January. W e  went down t h e r e  co i n v e s t i g a t e  it and they had 
j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t a k i n g  t h e  dead miners  o u t  o f  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  a r e a .  

And t h i s  was a  b e a u t i f u l  mine, I imagine i t  was about  500 f o o t  deep,  
maybe n o t  t h a t  deep,  bu t  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  o c c u r r e d  j u s t  as t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
s h i f t  w a s  going o f f ,  and t h e  n i g h t  men w e r e  going on. And where t h e y  
k i l l e d  a  l o t  o f  men was a t  an  underground r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n ,  where one 
entryway f o r k e d  o f f  from t h e  main entryway,  and h e r e  was two o r  t h r e e  
c o a l  c a r s  w i t h  dead men on them who had j u s t  been removed. The odor w a s  
t e r r i b l e .  

The o n l y  t h i n g  t h e y  had,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  t o  p r e v e n t  g a s  o r  d u s t  e x p l o s i o n s  
was rock  d u s t  on t r a y s  hung from t h e  c e i l i n g  of t h e  entryway. The u s e  
o f  Airdox o r  Cardox, a compressed a i r ,  non-flammable c h a r g e  t h a t  b roke  
up t h e  c o a l  scam, was just coming i n t o  use  b u t  i t  hadn ' t  been pu t  i n  
u s e  a t  t h a t  mine. Peabody Coal Company o v e r  a t  T a y l o r v i l l e  had modern 
mines and were j u s t  beg inn ing  t h e  use  o f  Cardox o r  Airdox. But ,  down 
a t  C e n t r a l i a ,  t h e y  were still u s i n g  b l a c k  powder e x p l o s i v e s  which is  i n  
t h e  n a t u r e  of a dynamite.  

A t  C e n t r a l i a ,  t he  miners  would b o r e  a two o r  t h r e e  i n c h  h o l e ,  f i v e  o r  
s i x  f e e t  back i n  what t h e y  c a l l  t h e  working f a c e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  s o l i d  
c o a l .  And then  t h e y  would p u t  a  c h a r g e  o f  e x p l o s i v e  back t h e r e ,  and 
then t h e y  would tamp it i n  w i t h  what they  c a l l  dummies, which were l o n g ,  
s l e n d e r  s a c k s  t h a t  was supposed t o  be f i l l e d  w i t h  c l a y .  They'd push 
them back a g a i n s t  t h e  s t i c k s  o f  b l a c k  powder. They a l s o  put  i n  a f u s e ,  
s e v e r a l  f e e t ,  and j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e y  f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  shift, why, t h e y  would 



l i g h t  t h e  f u s e  and t a k e  o f f .  Well, a p p a r e n t l y ,  what t h e  m5ners were 
do ing  was, i n s t e a d  of packing t h e s e  dummies w i t h  c l a y ,  t h e y  were packing 
them w i t h  c o a l  d u s t  and ,  c o u r s e ,  when t h a t  e x p l o s i v e  charge  went o f f ,  
why, i t  set t h e  c o a l  d u s t  a f i r e  and "Boom!" The wreckage was t e r r i b l e .  

1 remember, when we go t  down t h e r e ,  t h e y  had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t a k i n g  t h e  men 
o u t  and I was walking down t h e  entryway. W e  had t o  walk about two m i l e s  
t o  g e t  t o  where t h e  scene  o f  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  w a s  and I came up and f l a s h e d  
my h e a d l i g h t  down on one o f  t h e s e  c a r s .  The s t e n c h  was t e r r i b l e  and 
h e r e  was human f l e s h  and f a l s e  t e e t h  s t i c k i n g  t o  and l a y i n g  i n  t h e  c o a l  
c a r s .  I backed o f f  and almost heaved r i g h t  t h e n .  

Q: I ' l l  b e t .  

A: You'l.1 n o t i c e  I ' v e  o n l y  g o t  about  two p i c t u r e s  on t h e  w a l l s  of my 
office, o t h e r  than  of my f a m i l y ,  and one of them i s  A d l a i  S tevenson ' s  
p i c t u r e  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  on t h e  members o f  t h a t  mine i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
committee.  (Both rise and move t o  t h e  p i c t u r e . )  And of t h a t  group, 
beg inn ing  a t  t h e  r i g h t ,  was L i v i n g s t o n ,  a  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r ;  and S e n a t o r  
O l d f i e l d  from C e n t r a l i a ;  Cur ly  Harris, a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  Al ton  
a r e a ;  and Bob A l l i s o n ,  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from Pekin.  He l o s t  h i s  l e f t  
a r m  i n  t h e  mine. And n e x t  t o  him w a s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  Robinson. He 
p layed  end w i t h  Red Grange a t  I l l i n o i s  and i n j u r e d  h i s  back,  you know. 
Be ' s  k i n d  o f  bent  over .  And n e x t  t o  him i s  Pau l  Powell ,  you've heard  of 
him; and nex t  t o  him i s  Sena tor  Norm Barry ,  who played a t  Notre  Dame 
w i t h  t h e  Gipper ;  and myself ;  and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Welker f rom Vandal ia .  
Every one of t h o s e  f e l l o w s  a r e  dead excep t  Norm Barry  and myse l f .  Norm 
Bar ry  ended up a s  c i r c u i t  judge up a t  Chicago, and h e ' s  r e t i r e d  now. Rut 
he  and I a r e  t h e  o n l y  two o u t  of t h e  bunch t h a t  a r e  still l i v i n g .  

But,  a t  any r a t e ,  t h e  t h i n g  go t  pushed around back and f o r t h ,  t h e  miners  
w e r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  admit  t h a t  t h e y  were i n  any way r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  e x p l o s i o n ,  and t h e y  had t o  be because  of packing t h e s e  
dummies w i t h  c o a l  d u s t  i n s t e a d  o f  clay--and t h e  c o a l  company was do ing  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  cou ld  t o  l a y  it  on t h e  miners ,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e y  had a  
" j i l l i o n "  s a c k s  of rock  d u s t  on hand--rock d u s t  p r e v e n t s  a gas  o r  c o a l  
d u s t  e x p l o s i o n ,  a s  I r e c a l l - - n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  hadn ' t  s p r e a d  any of  it. 
They t o o  were much a t  f a u l t .  

I n  t h a t  C e n t r a l i a  mine, t h e  c o a l  d u s t  was h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  r a i l s .  The 
company w a s  c l e a r l y ' a t  f a u l t  f o r  a l l o w i n g  so  much c o a l  d u s t  t o  n o t  be 
c leaned  o u t ,  and rock  d u s t  sp read .  Rock d u s t  was supposed t o  i n f i l t r a t e  
t h e  a i r  and s t o p  a c o a l  d u s t  e x p l o s i o n .  

Well, t h e r e  got t o  be  a lot o f  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  t h i n g .  The  S t .  Lou is  
Pos t  Dispa tch  go t  a l l  worked up on t h e  t h i n g  and t h e y  g o t  aho ld  of t h e  
r e p o r t  and t h e y  p r i n t e d  i t  b e f o r e  t h e  darned committee had even s i g n e d  
i t .  You s e e ,  t h e  S t .  Lou i s  Post: Dispa tch  was o u t  t o  "get" Green, t h e  
ou tgo ing  governor.  Governor Green was a h e l l  of  a n i c e  f e l l o w  and a h e l l  
o f  a good governor .  H e  was an  hones t  man, I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  h e  was f i n i s h -  
ing h i s  second term and some of  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  had become crooked. 



You l e a v e  any a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  f o r  two terms and i n  t h e  second t e r m ,  a 
h e l l  o f  a l o t  of crookedness  and conniving o c c u r s .  And i t  i s  rhc same 
way w i t h  e i t h e r  p a r t y .  I n  t h e i r  second te rm,  i t  seems everybody is  going 
t o  s t e a l  t h e  s t a te  b l i n d  i f  t h e y  can.  

Q: Well ,  I ' l l  be darned.  

A: I t ' s  t y p i c a l .  T h a t ' s  a word about  p o l i t i c s .  

Q: Well. (Laughter)  

A: Governor Green, I thought  was a h e l l  of a good man. Nice f e l l o w .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  crooked about  Green, but  h e  s u r e  had a 
l o t  o f  people  around t h a t  were s t e a l i n g  t h e  s t a t e  b l i n d .  

Q: I ' l l  be darned.  

A: And i t  was t h e  same way w i t h  Governor ~ o r n e r ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  Any 
governor i s  a s i t t i n g  duck. H e  may not  be  a crook,  but if one of h i s  
a p p o i n t e e s  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be a  crook,  t h e y  l a y  i t  r i g h t  back on t h e  
g o v e r n o r ' s  door ,  whether  h e  can h e l p  i t  o r  n o t .  I t ' s  l i k e  Governor 
Stevenson and t h e  horse-meat s c a n d a l .  (Laughs) IIe c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  t h a t ,  
b u t  t h e  p r e s s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  burn his t a i l  abou t  i t .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  What o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  p o l i t i c s  g o t  invo lved  w i t h  t h e  mine 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A: No p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c s  o t h e r  than g i v i n g  Green h e l l  f o r  n o t  pushing 
a b e t t e r  mine s a f e t y  b i l l .  

Q: I unders tood t h e r e  was something about funds  going t o  t h e  mayor 
campaign i n  Chicago t h a t  w a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  be b rought  up d u r i n g  t h a t  . . . 
I n e v e r  unders tood what t h e  connec t ion  might have been.  

A: If I knew t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  remember i t .  I p r e t t y  w e l l  minded my own 
b u s i n e s s ,  p r e t t y  w e l l .  

Q: How d i d  you come t o  be on t h a t  committee? 

A: Well ,  i t  w a s  l o g i c a l  because  I, f i r s t ,  I l i v e d  down i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
County c o a l  mining a r e a  and,  secondly ,  immodestly, by t h a t  t i m e ,  I was 
somewhat o f  a downsta te  Democrat l e a d e r  i n  t h e  Sena te .  Pardon m e  f o r  
s a y i n g  a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  tha t :  i s  t h e  r e a s o n a b l y  t r u e  answer.  Sounds 
immodest as  h e l l .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: And so ,  who s e l e c t e d  t h e  members f o r  t h e  committee? Was t h i s  done by 
t h e  House o r  Sena te  l e a d e r ?  

A: Yes. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  governor  had a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  i t .  

Q: Where d i d  you m e e t ,  t hen?  At t h e  m i n e  i t s e l f ,  o r  . . . 



A: W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  meet ings  were a t  t h e  mine. A l l  t h e  members o f  t h e  
committee were f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  denim c o v e r a l l s ,  and miners '  lamps,  by t h e  
mine and ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  committee) T drew t h i s  reason-  
a b l y  w h i t e  canvas one and t h e  r e s t  of  them a l l  drew b l u e  ones  and Powell  
always s a i d ,  "Old F r i b l e y  w a s  j u s t  photogenic  as h e l l ! "  

Q: W e l l ,  you do s t a n d  o u t  i n  t h e  photograph. ( l a u g h t e r )  

Well, Norm Barry  was s t a n d i n g  n e x t  t o  m e .  Norm, o f  c o u r s e ,  was a 
t y  of Chicago f e l l o w ,  he had n e v e r  been i n  a c o a l  mine i n  h i s  l i f e ,  and 
had been i n  a few t i m e s ,  n o t  t o o  many. But,  s e e ,  I had t h e  Pana 

mines,  t h e  two h e r e  a t  Pana, and t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  f o u r  o v e r  a t  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  
f o u r  b i g  mines t h a t  were Uni ted Mine Workers, a s  I s a i d ,  and were owned 
by Peabody who had what I ' d  c a l l  c a p t i v e  mines i n  that r e g a r d .  T h e i r  
p roduc t ion  was a l l  s o l d  t o  Commonwealth Edison a t  Chicago. 

SESSION 4 ,  TAPE 8, SIDE 1 

A: You want t o  go on w i t h  my e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  . . . 
4: Well, I would l i k e  t o  a s k ,  on t h a t  mining committee,  now, what was 
t h e  r e s u l t  of t h a t ?  

A: Why, w e  came back and i n t r o d u c e d  and pu t  through s e v e r a l  b i l l s  on 
mine s a f e t y .  It shook t h e  peop le  up p r e t t y  much. And t h e y  j acked  up 
f e d e r a l  government t o  a l s o  p u t  th rough  some f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  on mine 
s a f e t y  and e n f o r c i n g  i t .  By g o l l y ,   hose t h i n g s  were e n f o r c e d  t o  b e a t  
t h e  d e v i l  f o r  t h e  rest of  Governor S t e v e n s o n ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and I 
t h i n k  s i n c e  t h e n .  

Q: Do you remember any o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  movement of t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Sena te?  

A: Well, I t h i n k  Norm Barry  and 1 probably  handled i t .  

Q: Did you have h e a r i n g s ,  t h e n ,  i n  t h e  . . . 
A: Well,  a f t e r  t h e  meet ing down t h e r e ,  w e  may have had--I t h i n k  we were 
down there t h e  f o l l o w i n g  week f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  days--maybe two o r  t h r e e  
times--with t h e  committee from t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Sena te .  And t h e y  were 
v e r y  eminent people .  I h a t e  t o  s a y  i t ,  bu t  1 c a n ' t  remember who a l l  t h e y  
were now. 

Q: But t h e r e  was R f e d e r a l  committee a l s o ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Did t h e  two committees work t o g e t h e r ?  



A:  No, I don'  t t h i n k  s o .  

(1: But thc r e s u l t  w a s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  both  Washington and S p r i n g f i e l d ?  

A: There was legislation - and cnIorccment .  A r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g ,  
t l lc  c o m n ~ i t t e e ,  as 1 r e c a l l ,  went o v e r  h e r e  t o  T a y l o r v i l . l e  t o  t h e  Peabody 
mines and went down below. Now, o I  course ,  t h e y  were o n l y  about two 
l-ruiidred and f i I t y  f o o t  deep,  bu t  t h e y  had a working Lace t h e r e  t h a t  
amazed me. Thcse Pann mines, I don'  t ~ h i n k  t h e  c o a l  t h i c k n e s s  was more 
t h a n  e i g h t  f e e t  a t  Llle most. Genera l ly  about  seven.  And t h e  Assumption 
rnine,t l iat  I went inLo when I was probably  a  f i k e e n - y e a r - o l d  k i d ,  o n l y  
had a working Lace of about  t h r e e  and a h a l f  o r  f o u r  fee t .  T h a t ' s  
where t l ~ c  miners  would bc on t h e i r  hands and knees ,  w i t h  a p i c k  and a 
shovel and j e r k i n g  o u t  t h e  c o a l .  Assu~npt ion c o a l ,  be ing  so  deep--was 
b e t t e r  t h a n  a thousand f o o t  clecp, up t h e r e - - i t  was t o p  coal. It was 
l i k e  a n t h r a c i t e ,  t k c r e  was no c l i n k e r s ,  o r  c i n d e r s .  But  T a y l o r v i l l e  
had a w f u l l y  good c o a l .  P a m  never  llad v e r y  good c o a l .  W e  had a l o t  of 
c l i n k e r s ,  rock  i n  t h e  c o a l ,  h u t  T a y l o r v i l l e  had a b i g  seam. 

Peabody's manager was B i l l  S t a r k s .  H e  was l a ~ e r  head o f  t h e  Department 
o f  Mines and M i n e r a l s ,  under Sievcnson,  and j u s t  an  o ld - t imer ,  grown up 
i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  and hones t  and s m a r t ,  and he  lowered t h e  boom on some 
of t hese  f e l l o w s  t h a t  w e r e n ' t  e n f o r c i n g  mine s a I e t y .  Now, Peabody was 
j u s t  p u t t i n g  in--put i n  s h o r t l y  be fore - -e i the r  Airdox o r  Cardox, and 
t h a t ' s  compressed a i r .  They ran a  tube i n  and then  you go t  t h e  t h i n g  a l l  
sel: up and packed i n  t h e  c o a l  sear11 t h e n  r a n  f o r  cover ,  oh,  ge t  about: a 
hundred f o o t  away, o r  around a  c o r n e r ,  s e e ,  and t h e n  somebody'd s i n g  
ouc,  " A i r  i n  t h e  hole!"  That means, "We a r c  going t o  s e t  h e r  o f f ,  I '  and 
when that: t h i n g  went. o f f ,  you c o u l d  f e e l  t h e  a r e a  shake.  You'd go back 
t h e r c  and i t  was j u s t  as e f r e c t i v e  a s  dynamite,  and you d i d n ' t  have any 
flame because  t h e r e  was 110 f lame t o  i t ,  i t  was j u s l  an e x p l o s i o n  of a 
compressed a i r  c a r t r i d g e .  And,  w i t h i n  f i v e  minu tes ,  thc miners  would be 
back t h e r c  working a g a i n .  Wlicreas, i f  you s h o ~  i t  o f f  w i t h  dynamite, 
why, you c o u l d n ' t  go back t h e r c  f o r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  I unders tand.  

Q: Bccausc oL d u s t  i n  Lhe a i r ?  

A :  h s t  and  h e a t .  

Q: Was t h a t  part: o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t o  change t h e  t y p e  o f  . . . 
A; No. You c o u l d n ' t  l e g i s l a t e  t h a t  t h e y  had t o  use  Cardox o r  . . . 
Q: Airdox? 

A: Airdilx. But ,  you made it s o  damned rough on them t h a t  most mines 
went t o  Cardox and Airdox. 

(1: no you remember any of t h c  s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  you had any problems with 
when you were g e t t i n g  t h e  legislation through on t h e  mining . . . 



A: No. It w a s  damned e a s y  t o  make a  speech ,  you know. Talk  aboue t h e  
h o r r o r s  you saw down t h e r e .  The miners ,  a  h indrcd  and tcn miners  of that: 
community k i l l e d .  One s e c t i o n  of t h e  cemetery,  where you drove by i n  
go ing  t o  C e n t r a l i a  from t h e  n o r t h ,  i t  j u s t  looks  l i k e  a  hundred and t e n  
f u n e r a l s  w i t h  f r e s h l y  f i l l e d  g raves  w i t h  f l o w e r s  on 'em. And i t  had t o  
be--most impress ive--I  know snow was on t h e  ground about  t h a t  t i m e .  

You g o t  up and e x p l a i n e d  t h e  b i l l  and,  i f  t h c r e  was any h e a t  on i t ,  
nobody would show up. What I mean i s ,  t h e r e  w a s  nobody going t o  r a i s e  
t h e i r  v o i c e  and v o t e  a g a i n s t  i t  and,  of c o u r s e ,  a s  I always s a i d ,  
I t a l i a n  peop le  a r e  ve ry  emot ional  and a l l  I had t o  do was t o  s t a r t  de-- 
s c r i b i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  we saw down t h e r e  and Sena tor  L i b o n a t i - - l a t e r  i n  
Congress--was of I t a l i a n  descent-1 saw him about  a month ago--well, a l l  
I ' d  have t o  do was s a y  something t h a t  invo lved  orphans  and widows and 
L i b o n a t i  was wound up and ready  t o  speak f o r  twenty n r  t h i r t y  minu tes .  
He would ma.kc a  h e l l  of a  speech.  L i b o n a t i  cou ld  t a l k  f i v e  minutes  and 
n e v e r  put  a p e r i o d  i n  i t .  

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: H i s  speech was j u s t  one sen tence .  He might put some commas i n  t h e r e  
and c o l o n s ,  a r  semico lons ,  o r  exclamat ion p o i n t s ,  bu t  he never  put a  
p e r i o d  i n .  

Q: I ' l l  be darned.  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: H e  was a l o v a b l e  c u s s .  

Q: Did you work on any p a r t i c u l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  him? 

A: Yes, Libby would most always h e l p  me. I d o n ' t  know whethcr  I t o l d  
you, bu t  he  and 1 had a l i t t l e  hand in--you see,  back i n  t h o s e  days ,  
t h e y  had t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  of  which J w a s  a g r a d u a t e ,  and then  
WE had t h e  E a s t e r n  normal s c h o o l  a t  Char les ton  and t h e  Southern normal 
s c h o o l  a t  Carbondale and t h e  S t a t e  normal schoo l  a t  Normal and Northern 
a t  DeKalb, and t h e n  Western o v e r  t h e r e  a t  Macomb. l' th ink  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
But a l l  t h e y  cou ld  do w a s  g i v e  a  degree  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  So, they  had a 
f e l l o w  down at  Southern name of  De ly te  Morris--and t h e  s e n a t o r  t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  a r e a  was from, I t h i n k ,  P r a i r i e  du Rocher, Sena tor  
Crisenberry--and he come up w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  changing Southern from a  
normal schoo l  t o  a u n i v e r s i t y .  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  t h e y  j u s t  
l i k e  t o  have had a f i t  over  t h a t .  And he came t o  me, C r i s e n b e r r y  came 
t o  Libby and me and we s a t  down w i t h  him one day and we were p r e t t y  
w e l l  convinced t h a t  t h e y  were e n t i t l e d  t o  i t ,  and so--at any r a t e ,  I made 
a h e l l  o f  a speech on i t  and L i b o n a t i ,  h e  made a double  h e l l  of a  speech  
on it because  Libby cou ld  t a l k ,  and he c o u l d  t a l k  emot iona l ,  and t h a t  
b i l l  went through.  The U n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o i s  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  a  b i t ,  
but--have you e v e r  been down t o  Southern I l l i n o i s  U n i v e r s i t y ?  

Q: Yes, sir .  



A: Wel l ,  t h a t  p l a c e  s t a r t e d  nut--T d o n ' t  remernlser w h e n  i h a t  1-ugkslnt ion 
was, but  ii was somewhere i n  tlie 1 9 4 0 ' s  and, why durn ,  Soutlier.11 l l l i n o i s  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e y  just b u i l t  a l l  over e v e r y t h i n g  and t h e y ' v e  got  a b i g  
s c h o o l  and 1 t h i n k  doing an e x c e l l e n t  job .  

9: They've a l s o  cxpandcd t o  Edwardsv i l l e  now, too.  

A: Yes. Edwardsvi l le  s e c t i o n .  And 1 t h i n k  t h e y ' v e  go t  an Eas t  S t .  Louis  
s e c t i o n ,  t o o ,  o r  something down Lhere. T t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Well, 
De ly te  Morr is  s e n t  rnc a 1iLet ime pass t o  a 1 1  Cootbal l  and b a s k e t h a l l  
games. And 1 d o n ' t  know--1 gave i t  t o  somebody. I 'vc  n e v e r  been t h e r e  
t o  an  a t h l e t i c  c v n t e s t  a t  a l l .  

I always took a l o t  o €  i n t e r e s t  i n  l l l i n n i s .  When T l i r s t  went to t h e  
S e n a t e ,  why, you had s c h o l a r s h i p s .  Each s c n a r o r  and s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e  was given a four-year  I l l i n o i s  schol .arship  each y e a r  t o  g i v e  away, 
and w c  could p i c k  out: ,lnybudy we want-ed f o r  i t .  I th ink ,  almost imaui- 
n ~ o u s l y ,  n o t  I g u e s s  ur~animously,  but  a lmos t  a lways,  1 picked ou t  Lhe b e s t  
a t h l e t e  i n  my d i s t r i c t  and s e n t  him up t o  I l l i n o i s  wi th  my scl io lars t r ip .  
I ' d  gone t o  c o l l e g e  w i t h  Butch Nowack, a l though  i n  high school I played 
foo t lha l l  a g a i n s t  him. lie w a s  from Pann here  and I was going t o  Assump- 
t i o n .  Rut he was an  all-American f r o m  P a m .  

I had a dash man who was on t h e  I l l i n o i s  r e l a y  t-cam from Pana, son of a 
s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  he re .  h d  t h en ,  I had young D i e f e n t h a l e r  and lie w a s  a 
second c o u s i n  of mine. 1Ie was t h c  o n l y  r e l a t i v e  I e v e r  gave a s c h o l a r -  
s h i p  t o .  And hc went t o  I l l i n o i s  and was c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  t r a c k  team, h e l d  
t h e  D r a k e  Rclay record  i n  Lhe h i g h  jump. And t h e n ,  I gavc a s c h o l a r s h i p  
Lo a  boy nver  h e r e  a t  Kinca id ,  and  Ray E l l i o t t  used t o  k i d  inc about that. 

(Taping s topped  f o r  c o n v e r s a t i n n  wi th  s e c r e t a r y ,  the11 resumed) 

A: H i s  name was Chuck Boer io ,  fcom Kincnid .  H e  w a s  from a Republ ican 
family and I wrote  Ray E l l i o t t  a  Ict~er--Ray E l l i o t t  w a s  coach up  at 
I l l i n o i s - - a n d  I s a i d ,  "Ray, I'm send ing  you t h e  b e s t  boy I ' v e  go t  i n  my 
d i s t r i c t  f o r  your f o o t b a l l  team. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he w i l l  make your  
team, bu t  he i s  t h e  b e s t  boy I ' v e  g o t . "  Boerio on ly  ended up a s  an a l l -  
American. ( l a u g h t e r )  And t h c n ,  I had a b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r  Erom o v e r  in 
Shelby County somewhere, Windsos, I t h i n k ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  were Ioo tba l l .  
p l a y e r s  from P a m ,  t h e  two S i e g e r t  boys, both  c a p t a i n s  o f  t h e  I o v t b a l l  
team. h n d  thcre w a s  a n o t h e r  S i e g e r t  boy,  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  wcre rap- 
t a i n s  o f  t h e  f o o t b a l l  ream. I o n l y  gave s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  two o f  them, 
because  t h e y  were poor boys and t h e  t h i r d  S i e g c r t ' s  f a t h e r  was a w e a l t h y  
man. 

And a funny t h i n g .  About a couplc of months ago,  I g o t  a le t ter  Lrom n 
boy t h a t  w a s  head f i n a n c i a l  o f f i c e r  of t h e  Chicago C i r c l e  Campus  and he 
wrote  me a le t ter  f o r  some reason. 1: h a v e n ' t  s e e n  t h e  f e l l o w  i n  Lhirtry 
y e a r s ,  I guess ,  and he t o l d  m e  t h a t  L had g iven  him a schoLarship back 
about  1935. H e  s a i d  i t  o n l y  amounted t o  r ibout sevcnry o r  e i g h i y  d u i l a r s  
a  year  back t h e r e  i n  t h c  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' s .  "But," h e  said, " t h a t  w a s  one 



h e l l  of a l o t  o f  money." And he s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know whether  L e v e r  d i d  
w r i t e  t o  you and s t a t e  my a p p r e c i a t i o n . "  

Q: I unders tand t h a t  a t  one t ime  you were want ing  t o  g e t  Bob Zuppke f i r e d  
at the  Uni .ve rs i ty .  

A: Hah!! ( l aughs)  Well, Butch Nowack, a s  I s a y ,  was a h e l l  o f  a good 
f r i e n d  o f  mine and he was an  all-American under  Zuppke and Zuppke, prob- 
a b l y  around 1937 o r  1938, a l o n g  i n  t h e r e  somewhere, he  w a s  hav ing  a  h e l l  
of  a poor  r u n  of a t h l e t e s ,  wasn ' t  winning any games, and everybody was 
g i v i n g  hi.m h e l l .  And Sena tor  P e t e r s ,  f rom o v e r  i n  Champaign County, 
w a s  h a n d l i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o f s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l  and I v o t e d  
f o r  i t ,  of  course .  But,  when t h e  b i l l  came up, I made a s i l l y  L i t t l e  
speech  and I s a i d ,  "Looks l i k e  f o r  t h a t  t h i r t y  mill ion"--or whatever  it 
was, f o r t y  m i l l i o n ,  I d o n ' t  remember--"we oughta  g e t  a f o o t b a l l  coach 
t h a t  can win some games." Well ,  t h e  fo l lowing  day,  a t e legram came t o  
m e  a t  t h e  Senate  from Butch Nowack, who was coaching up a t  La Sa l l e -Peru ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  about e i g h t  words, which were "John, l a y  o f f  Zupp. Vote 
f o r  budget .  Butch, ' I  Butch i s  dead now. 

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. Las t  Mother ' s  Uay weekend, Mrs. F r i b l e y  and T m e t  my daughte r  
Judy,  who t e a c h e s  and l i v e s  a t  Winnetka, a t  S t a r v e d  Rock S t a t e  Park.  She 
and h e r  mother s p e n t  t h e  t i m e  on t h e s e  n a t u r e  t o u r s  up t h e r e ,  and so on. 
I was Looking f o r  some p l a c e  t o  p l a y  g o l f  and danged i f  I d i d n ' t  p l a y  
w i t h  several peop le  from La S a l l e ,  and e v e r y  one of them--I t o l d  them 1 
was from Pam--sa id ,  "Did you know Butch Nowack?" 

Q: Well, I ' l l  be  darned.  

A: Butch and 1 became very good Fr iends  and I s e t t l e d  Butch ' s  e s t a t e  when 
h e  d i e d .  Great b i g  man and a wonderful  f e l l o w .  

Pana had an all-Ameri.c.an who went t o  Ohio S t a t e .  

Q:  Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A: Warren Amling. H e  wanted t o  be  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n  and I l l i n o i s  d i d n ' t  
have a  v e t e r i n a r y  s c h o o l ,  s o  he  went t o  Ohin .  L a t e r  on,  I sponsored 
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  a v e t e r i n a r y  school  a t  I l l i n o i s  and I: used t h a t  as  
a11 i l l u s t r a t i o n - - w e  l o s t  an  all-American f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r  because  we d i d n ' t  
have a  v e t e r i n a r y  c o l l e g e  a t  I l l i n o i s .  

4: 1 s e e .  (c-huckles) Were you a b l e  t o  g e t  t h a t  through? 

A: I t h i n k  so.  They have a v e t e r i n a r y  s c h o o l  now. 

Q: 1 wonder i f  w e  cou1.d go back t o  your f irst  days  i n  t h e  Sena te ,  when 
you went down t h e r e .  What a r e  some of t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened i n  



t h e  f i r s L  c o u p l e  oT y e a r s  t h e r e ?  

A: Well ,  s l lorLly a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  began i n  January  1935, 
one o f  t h e  c r y i n g  t r o u b l e s  was w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  01 t h e  I l l i n o i s  
Rinergency R e l i e f  Conmission. They necded an  a d d i t i o n a l  emergency 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  and K c p r c s c n t a t i v e  Lyons, trom up around Chicago, w a s  a 
strintlg-voiced perspn and a good s p e a k e r  and p r c t t y  s h a r p .  And t h e y  had 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Emergency Re1 i e f  Commission. Bob 
Dunham, a v e r y  wea l thy  man, was chairman of  Lhc I l l i n o i s  Emergency Relief 
Conmission and ,I wu11dcrfu.l f e l l o w ,  b u t  Iic was n n l y  t h e  t i t u l a r  head,  he 
was n o t  managing i t .  And 1 can ' t  t h i n k  of  t h e  guy ' s  name tha t - - the  
man's name who was a c t i n g  c i i r e c t n r  o f  i t ,  buL I remember R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Lyons had t h i s  p o o r  d e v i l  on t h e  wiCness s t a n d ,  and he  r e a l l y  a t e  him 
o u t .  And t h e  fel l-ow, hc was do ing  t h e  b e s t  he cou ld ,  I thought .  We 
t a n g l e d  t h e n ,  but . . . 
Qr You mean you t a n g l e d  w i t h  Lyons a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I n  whaL r e s p e c t ?  Do you remember any of the p a r t i c u l a r s ?  

A: Oh, T . . . I was k i n d  of suppor t in) ;  t h e  f e l l o w  t h a t  was be ing  taken 
over t h c  coals ,  had some argumenLs w i t h  Lyons, bur f o r  a  young f  el.low 
j u s t  i n  t h e  Sena te  T was way beyond my dep th .  But w e  go t  a long f a i r l y  
we1.l. 

Q :  Whcre were Lhcse h e a r i n g s  being h e l d ?  

A: I n  Llle llouse c-lmnbcr. I t  was a co~mnrittee or  t h e  whole h e a r i n g ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l .  When t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  convened i n  1935, which was my f i r s t  
r e g u l a r  s c s s i n n ,  wc had, 1 t h i n k ,  18 Republ icans  and  33 Democrats. Oh, 
i t  was sCrong I)eniocratic a s  t h e  d e v i l .  And up i n  t h e  west  Chicago 
Lrea ,  why, t h e y  had e l .ec tcd A r t h ~ . r  .T, T3 i d w i l l  ds s e n a t o r ,  and he  had 
d e f e a l e d  a man by a few v o t c s ,  LI DemucraL by the name of Baumrucker and 
t h e r e  was all e l e c L i o n  cnntesL on t h a t ,  and t h e y  had h e a r i n g s .  

We7 I , t h e  e l  e c t i o n  1-ommittee f i n a l l y  colw i n  w i t h  t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  and,  i n  
t h e  c o n t e s l ,  Baurnruckcr had  picked o u t  some t e n  p r e c i n c t s ,  w e ' l l  s a y ,  
whcre t h e y  claimed t h e r e  were mistakes o r  f r a l ~ d  o r  something.  And i t  
went t o  i s s u e  on t h a t  and t h e y  counted t h e  b a l l o t s  i n  t h o s e  t e n  pre- 
c i n c t s .  And t h a t  was 11 t h a t  W J S  done. I n  o t h e r  words, they  d i d n ' t  
count a l l  of  t h e  b a l l o t s  over  the  whole d i s t r i c t ,  see ,  j u s t  i n  t h o s e  few 
p r e c i n c t s .  And it t u r n e d  o u t  unc p r e c i n c t ,  t h e y  had been t a l l y i n g  and 
coun t ing  t h e  v o t c s  on r c p r e s e n t a t i v c s  and t h e y ' d  h i t  a s t r a i g h t  p a r t y  
b a l l  n t  and ,  i1 he w a s  t h e  ordy r e p r c s c n t a t i v e  marked, why, h e  g o t  a l l  
t h r e e  v o t e s ,  s e e ?  Well, t h e y   go^ ciown t o  coun t ing  t h e  v o t e s  f o r  t h e  
Sena te  c a n d i d a t e  and,  i n  t h i s  p r e c i n c t ,  BidwiLl was on a l~unch  o f  Repub- 
l i c a n  s t r a i g h t  b a l l o t s ,  s o  t h e y  mrl  l t i p l i c d  h i s  b a l l o t s  by t h r e e .  Well, 
when t h e y  found t h a t  n u t ,  t h a t  was enuugh t o  e l e c t  Baumrucker. 
























































































