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Volume I1 

John W. Fribley Memoir 

SESSION 4 ,  TAPE 7 ,  S I D E  2 (con t inued)  

A: Then, a n o t h e r  r a t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  committee I was p r i v i l e g e d  t o  s e r v e  
on, and I s u r e  wanted t o  be on i t ,  was when, abou t  1948, t h e  C e n t r a l i a  
mine d i s a s t e r  o c c u r r e d  and ,  t o  my r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  a hundred and t e n  miners  
were k i l l e d .  And i t  was j u s t  b e f o r e  Stevenson went i n ,  as I r e c a l l .  It 
happened about  Chris tmas Day, o r  r i g h t  c l o s e  t o  Chr i s tmas ,  and immediate- 
l y  t h e  Uni ted States Sena te  had a  group t h a t  w a s  a p p o i n t e d  t o  come o u t  
and i n v e s t i g a t e ,  and immediate ly  t h e  s t a t e  S e n a t e  and House had a group,  
t h a t  was t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  i t .  And we went down t h e r e - - i t  must have been 
i n  e a r l y  January. W e  went down t h e r e  co i n v e s t i g a t e  it and they had 
j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t a k i n g  t h e  dead miners  o u t  o f  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  a r e a .  

And t h i s  was a  b e a u t i f u l  mine, I imagine i t  was about  500 f o o t  deep,  
maybe n o t  t h a t  deep,  bu t  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  o c c u r r e d  j u s t  as t h e  a f t e r n o o n  
s h i f t  w a s  going o f f ,  and t h e  n i g h t  men w e r e  going on. And where t h e y  
k i l l e d  a  l o t  o f  men was a t  an  underground r a i l r o a d  j u n c t i o n ,  where one 
entryway f o r k e d  o f f  from t h e  main entryway,  and h e r e  was two o r  t h r e e  
c o a l  c a r s  w i t h  dead men on them who had j u s t  been removed. The odor w a s  
t e r r i b l e .  

The o n l y  t h i n g  t h e y  had,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  t o  p r e v e n t  g a s  o r  d u s t  e x p l o s i o n s  
was rock  d u s t  on t r a y s  hung from t h e  c e i l i n g  of t h e  entryway. The u s e  
o f  Airdox o r  Cardox, a compressed a i r ,  non-flammable c h a r g e  t h a t  b roke  
up t h e  c o a l  scam, was just coming i n t o  use  b u t  i t  hadn ' t  been pu t  i n  
u s e  a t  t h a t  mine. Peabody Coal Company o v e r  a t  T a y l o r v i l l e  had modern 
mines and were j u s t  beg inn ing  t h e  use  o f  Cardox o r  Airdox. But ,  down 
a t  C e n t r a l i a ,  t h e y  were still u s i n g  b l a c k  powder e x p l o s i v e s  which is  i n  
t h e  n a t u r e  of a dynamite.  

A t  C e n t r a l i a ,  t he  miners  would b o r e  a two o r  t h r e e  i n c h  h o l e ,  f i v e  o r  
s i x  f e e t  back i n  what t h e y  c a l l  t h e  working f a c e .  T h a t ' s  t h e  s o l i d  
c o a l .  And then  t h e y  would p u t  a  c h a r g e  o f  e x p l o s i v e  back t h e r e ,  and 
then t h e y  would tamp it i n  w i t h  what they  c a l l  dummies, which were l o n g ,  
s l e n d e r  s a c k s  t h a t  was supposed t o  be f i l l e d  w i t h  c l a y .  They'd push 
them back a g a i n s t  t h e  s t i c k s  o f  b l a c k  powder. They a l s o  put  i n  a f u s e ,  
s e v e r a l  f e e t ,  and j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e y  f i n i s h e d  t h e i r  shift, why, t h e y  would 



l i g h t  t h e  f u s e  and t a k e  o f f .  Well, a p p a r e n t l y ,  what t h e  m5ners were 
do ing  was, i n s t e a d  of packing t h e s e  dummies w i t h  c l a y ,  t h e y  were packing 
them w i t h  c o a l  d u s t  and ,  c o u r s e ,  when t h a t  e x p l o s i v e  charge  went o f f ,  
why, i t  set t h e  c o a l  d u s t  a f i r e  and "Boom!" The wreckage was t e r r i b l e .  

1 remember, when we go t  down t h e r e ,  t h e y  had j u s t  f i n i s h e d  t a k i n g  t h e  men 
o u t  and I was walking down t h e  entryway. W e  had t o  walk about two m i l e s  
t o  g e t  t o  where t h e  scene  o f  t h e  e x p l o s i o n  w a s  and I came up and f l a s h e d  
my h e a d l i g h t  down on one o f  t h e s e  c a r s .  The s t e n c h  was t e r r i b l e  and 
h e r e  was human f l e s h  and f a l s e  t e e t h  s t i c k i n g  t o  and l a y i n g  i n  t h e  c o a l  
c a r s .  I backed o f f  and almost heaved r i g h t  t h e n .  

Q: I ' l l  b e t .  

A: You'l.1 n o t i c e  I ' v e  o n l y  g o t  about  two p i c t u r e s  on t h e  w a l l s  of my 
office, o t h e r  than  of my f a m i l y ,  and one of them i s  A d l a i  S tevenson ' s  
p i c t u r e  and t h e  o t h e r  i s  on t h e  members o f  t h a t  mine i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
committee.  (Both rise and move t o  t h e  p i c t u r e . )  And of t h a t  group, 
beg inn ing  a t  t h e  r i g h t ,  was L i v i n g s t o n ,  a  c o u r t  r e p o r t e r ;  and S e n a t o r  
O l d f i e l d  from C e n t r a l i a ;  Cur ly  Harris, a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from t h e  Al ton  
a r e a ;  and Bob A l l i s o n ,  a  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  from Pekin.  He l o s t  h i s  l e f t  
a r m  i n  t h e  mine. And n e x t  t o  him w a s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B i l l  Robinson. He 
p layed  end w i t h  Red Grange a t  I l l i n o i s  and i n j u r e d  h i s  back,  you know. 
Be ' s  k i n d  o f  bent  over .  And n e x t  t o  him i s  Pau l  Powell ,  you've heard  of 
him; and nex t  t o  him i s  Sena tor  Norm Barry ,  who played a t  Notre  Dame 
w i t h  t h e  Gipper ;  and myself ;  and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Welker f rom Vandal ia .  
Every one of t h o s e  f e l l o w s  a r e  dead excep t  Norm Barry  and myse l f .  Norm 
Bar ry  ended up a s  c i r c u i t  judge up a t  Chicago, and h e ' s  r e t i r e d  now. Rut 
he  and I a r e  t h e  o n l y  two o u t  of t h e  bunch t h a t  a r e  still l i v i n g .  

But,  a t  any r a t e ,  t h e  t h i n g  go t  pushed around back and f o r t h ,  t h e  miners  
w e r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  admit  t h a t  t h e y  were i n  any way r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  t h e  
a c c i d e n t ,  t h e  e x p l o s i o n ,  and t h e y  had t o  be because  of packing t h e s e  
dummies w i t h  c o a l  d u s t  i n s t e a d  o f  clay--and t h e  c o a l  company was do ing  
e v e r y t h i n g  t h e y  cou ld  t o  l a y  it  on t h e  miners ,  and a l t h o u g h  t h e y  had a  
" j i l l i o n "  s a c k s  of rock  d u s t  on hand--rock d u s t  p r e v e n t s  a gas  o r  c o a l  
d u s t  e x p l o s i o n ,  a s  I r e c a l l - - n e v e r t h e l e s s ,  t h e y  hadn ' t  s p r e a d  any of  it. 
They t o o  were much a t  f a u l t .  

I n  t h a t  C e n t r a l i a  mine, t h e  c o a l  d u s t  was h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  r a i l s .  The 
company w a s  c l e a r l y ' a t  f a u l t  f o r  a l l o w i n g  so  much c o a l  d u s t  t o  n o t  be 
c leaned  o u t ,  and rock  d u s t  sp read .  Rock d u s t  was supposed t o  i n f i l t r a t e  
t h e  a i r  and s t o p  a c o a l  d u s t  e x p l o s i o n .  

Well, t h e r e  got t o  be  a lot o f  p o l i t i c s  i n  t h e  t h i n g .  The  S t .  Lou is  
Pos t  Dispa tch  go t  a l l  worked up on t h e  t h i n g  and t h e y  g o t  aho ld  of t h e  
r e p o r t  and t h e y  p r i n t e d  i t  b e f o r e  t h e  darned committee had even s i g n e d  
i t .  You s e e ,  t h e  S t .  Lou i s  Post: Dispa tch  was o u t  t o  "get" Green, t h e  
ou tgo ing  governor.  Governor Green was a h e l l  of  a n i c e  f e l l o w  and a h e l l  
o f  a good governor .  H e  was an  hones t  man, I b e l i e v e ,  b u t  h e  was f i n i s h -  
ing h i s  second term and some of  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e s  had become crooked. 



You l e a v e  any a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i n  f o r  two terms and i n  t h e  second t e r m ,  a 
h e l l  o f  a l o t  of crookedness  and conniving o c c u r s .  And i t  i s  rhc same 
way w i t h  e i t h e r  p a r t y .  I n  t h e i r  second te rm,  i t  seems everybody is  going 
t o  s t e a l  t h e  s t a te  b l i n d  i f  t h e y  can.  

Q: Well ,  I ' l l  be darned.  

A: I t ' s  t y p i c a l .  T h a t ' s  a word about  p o l i t i c s .  

Q: Well. (Laughter)  

A: Governor Green, I thought  was a h e l l  of a good man. Nice f e l l o w .  I 
d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e r e  was a n y t h i n g  crooked about  Green, but  h e  s u r e  had a 
l o t  o f  people  around t h a t  were s t e a l i n g  t h e  s t a t e  b l i n d .  

Q: I ' l l  be darned.  

A: And i t  was t h e  same way w i t h  Governor ~ o r n e r ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n s .  Any 
governor i s  a s i t t i n g  duck. H e  may not  be  a crook,  but if one of h i s  
a p p o i n t e e s  t u r n s  o u t  t o  be a  crook,  t h e y  l a y  i t  r i g h t  back on t h e  
g o v e r n o r ' s  door ,  whether  h e  can h e l p  i t  o r  n o t .  I t ' s  l i k e  Governor 
Stevenson and t h e  horse-meat s c a n d a l .  (Laughs) IIe c o u l d n ' t  h e l p  t h a t ,  
b u t  t h e  p r e s s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  burn his t a i l  abou t  i t .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  What o t h e r  k i n d s  o f  p o l i t i c s  g o t  invo lved  w i t h  t h e  mine 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ?  

A: No p a r t i c u l a r  p o l i t i c s  o t h e r  than g i v i n g  Green h e l l  f o r  n o t  pushing 
a b e t t e r  mine s a f e t y  b i l l .  

Q: I unders tood t h e r e  was something about funds  going t o  t h e  mayor 
campaign i n  Chicago t h a t  w a s  a t t e m p t e d  t o  be b rought  up d u r i n g  t h a t  . . . 
I n e v e r  unders tood what t h e  connec t ion  might have been.  

A: If I knew t h a t ,  I d o n ' t  remember i t .  I p r e t t y  w e l l  minded my own 
b u s i n e s s ,  p r e t t y  w e l l .  

Q: How d i d  you come t o  be on t h a t  committee? 

A: Well ,  i t  w a s  l o g i c a l  because  I, f i r s t ,  I l i v e d  down i n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
County c o a l  mining a r e a  and,  secondly ,  immodestly, by t h a t  t i m e ,  I was 
somewhat o f  a downsta te  Democrat l e a d e r  i n  t h e  Sena te .  Pardon m e  f o r  
s a y i n g  a l l  t h a t ,  b u t  I t h i n k  tha t :  i s  t h e  r e a s o n a b l y  t r u e  answer.  Sounds 
immodest as  h e l l .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: And so ,  who s e l e c t e d  t h e  members f o r  t h e  committee? Was t h i s  done by 
t h e  House o r  Sena te  l e a d e r ?  

A: Yes. I d o n ' t  t h i n k  t h e  governor  had a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  i t .  

Q: Where d i d  you m e e t ,  t hen?  At t h e  m i n e  i t s e l f ,  o r  . . . 



A: W e l l ,  t h e  f i r s t  meet ings  were a t  t h e  mine. A l l  t h e  members o f  t h e  
committee were f u r n i s h e d  w i t h  denim c o v e r a l l s ,  and miners '  lamps,  by t h e  
mine and ( r e f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  t h e  committee) T drew t h i s  reason-  
a b l y  w h i t e  canvas one and t h e  r e s t  of  them a l l  drew b l u e  ones  and Powell  
always s a i d ,  "Old F r i b l e y  w a s  j u s t  photogenic  as h e l l ! "  

Q: W e l l ,  you do s t a n d  o u t  i n  t h e  photograph. ( l a u g h t e r )  

Well, Norm Barry  was s t a n d i n g  n e x t  t o  m e .  Norm, o f  c o u r s e ,  was a 
t y  of Chicago f e l l o w ,  he had n e v e r  been i n  a c o a l  mine i n  h i s  l i f e ,  and 
had been i n  a few t i m e s ,  n o t  t o o  many. But,  s e e ,  I had t h e  Pana 

mines,  t h e  two h e r e  a t  Pana, and t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  f o u r  o v e r  a t  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  
f o u r  b i g  mines t h a t  were Uni ted Mine Workers, a s  I s a i d ,  and were owned 
by Peabody who had what I ' d  c a l l  c a p t i v e  mines i n  that r e g a r d .  T h e i r  
p roduc t ion  was a l l  s o l d  t o  Commonwealth Edison a t  Chicago. 

SESSION 4 ,  TAPE 8, SIDE 1 

A: You want t o  go on w i t h  my e x p e r i e n c e  i n  t h e  . . . 
4: Well, I would l i k e  t o  a s k ,  on t h a t  mining committee,  now, what was 
t h e  r e s u l t  of t h a t ?  

A: Why, w e  came back and i n t r o d u c e d  and pu t  through s e v e r a l  b i l l s  on 
mine s a f e t y .  It shook t h e  peop le  up p r e t t y  much. And t h e y  j acked  up 
f e d e r a l  government t o  a l s o  p u t  th rough  some f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n  on mine 
s a f e t y  and e n f o r c i n g  i t .  By g o l l y ,   hose t h i n g s  were e n f o r c e d  t o  b e a t  
t h e  d e v i l  f o r  t h e  rest of  Governor S t e v e n s o n ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and I 
t h i n k  s i n c e  t h e n .  

Q: Do you remember any o f  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r s  o f  t h e  movement of t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  t h e  Sena te?  

A: Well, I t h i n k  Norm Barry  and 1 probably  handled i t .  

Q: Did you have h e a r i n g s ,  t h e n ,  i n  t h e  . . . 
A: Well,  a f t e r  t h e  meet ing down t h e r e ,  w e  may have had--I t h i n k  we were 
down there t h e  f o l l o w i n g  week f o r  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  days--maybe two o r  t h r e e  
times--with t h e  committee from t h e  Uni ted S t a t e s  Sena te .  And t h e y  were 
v e r y  eminent people .  I h a t e  t o  s a y  i t ,  bu t  1 c a n ' t  remember who a l l  t h e y  
were now. 

Q: But t h e r e  was R f e d e r a l  committee a l s o ?  

A: Yes. 

Q: Did t h e  two committees work t o g e t h e r ?  



A:  No, I don'  t t h i n k  s o .  

(1: But thc r e s u l t  w a s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n  both  Washington and S p r i n g f i e l d ?  

A: There was legislation - and cnIorccment .  A r a t h e r  i n t e r e s t i n g  t h i n g ,  
t l lc  c o m n ~ i t t e e ,  as 1 r e c a l l ,  went o v e r  h e r e  t o  T a y l o r v i l . l e  t o  t h e  Peabody 
mines and went down below. Now, o I  course ,  t h e y  were o n l y  about two 
l-ruiidred and f i I t y  f o o t  deep,  bu t  t h e y  had a working Lace t h e r e  t h a t  
amazed me. Thcse Pann mines, I don'  t ~ h i n k  t h e  c o a l  t h i c k n e s s  was more 
t h a n  e i g h t  f e e t  a t  Llle most. Genera l ly  about  seven.  And t h e  Assumption 
rnine,t l iat  I went inLo when I was probably  a  f i k e e n - y e a r - o l d  k i d ,  o n l y  
had a working Lace of about  t h r e e  and a h a l f  o r  f o u r  fee t .  T h a t ' s  
where t l ~ c  miners  would bc on t h e i r  hands and knees ,  w i t h  a p i c k  and a 
shovel and j e r k i n g  o u t  t h e  c o a l .  Assu~npt ion c o a l ,  be ing  so  deep--was 
b e t t e r  t h a n  a thousand f o o t  clecp, up t h e r e - - i t  was t o p  coal. It was 
l i k e  a n t h r a c i t e ,  t k c r e  was no c l i n k e r s ,  o r  c i n d e r s .  But  T a y l o r v i l l e  
had a w f u l l y  good c o a l .  P a m  never  llad v e r y  good c o a l .  W e  had a l o t  of 
c l i n k e r s ,  rock  i n  t h e  c o a l ,  h u t  T a y l o r v i l l e  had a b i g  seam. 

Peabody's manager was B i l l  S t a r k s .  H e  was l a ~ e r  head o f  t h e  Department 
o f  Mines and M i n e r a l s ,  under Sievcnson,  and j u s t  an  o ld - t imer ,  grown up 
i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s ,  and hones t  and s m a r t ,  and he  lowered t h e  boom on some 
of t hese  f e l l o w s  t h a t  w e r e n ' t  e n f o r c i n g  mine s a I e t y .  Now, Peabody was 
j u s t  p u t t i n g  in--put i n  s h o r t l y  be fore - -e i the r  Airdox o r  Cardox, and 
t h a t ' s  compressed a i r .  They ran a  tube i n  and then  you go t  t h e  t h i n g  a l l  
sel: up and packed i n  t h e  c o a l  sear11 t h e n  r a n  f o r  cover ,  oh,  ge t  about: a 
hundred f o o t  away, o r  around a  c o r n e r ,  s e e ,  and t h e n  somebody'd s i n g  
ouc,  " A i r  i n  t h e  hole!"  That means, "We a r c  going t o  s e t  h e r  o f f ,  I '  and 
when that: t h i n g  went. o f f ,  you c o u l d  f e e l  t h e  a r e a  shake.  You'd go back 
t h e r c  and i t  was j u s t  as e f r e c t i v e  a s  dynamite,  and you d i d n ' t  have any 
flame because  t h e r e  was 110 f lame t o  i t ,  i t  was j u s l  an e x p l o s i o n  of a 
compressed a i r  c a r t r i d g e .  And,  w i t h i n  f i v e  minu tes ,  thc miners  would be 
back t h e r c  working a g a i n .  Wlicreas, i f  you s h o ~  i t  o f f  w i t h  dynamite, 
why, you c o u l d n ' t  go back t h e r c  f o r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  h o u r s ,  I unders tand.  

Q: Bccausc oL d u s t  i n  Lhe a i r ?  

A :  h s t  and  h e a t .  

Q: Was t h a t  part: o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  t o  change t h e  t y p e  o f  . . . 
A; No. You c o u l d n ' t  l e g i s l a t e  t h a t  t h e y  had t o  use  Cardox o r  . . . 
Q: Airdox? 

A: Airdilx. But ,  you made it s o  damned rough on them t h a t  most mines 
went t o  Cardox and Airdox. 

(1: no you remember any of t h c  s p e c i f i c s  t h a t  you had any problems with 
when you were g e t t i n g  t h e  legislation through on t h e  mining . . . 



A: No. It w a s  damned e a s y  t o  make a  speech ,  you know. Talk  aboue t h e  
h o r r o r s  you saw down t h e r e .  The miners ,  a  h indrcd  and tcn miners  of that: 
community k i l l e d .  One s e c t i o n  of t h e  cemetery,  where you drove by i n  
go ing  t o  C e n t r a l i a  from t h e  n o r t h ,  i t  j u s t  looks  l i k e  a  hundred and t e n  
f u n e r a l s  w i t h  f r e s h l y  f i l l e d  g raves  w i t h  f l o w e r s  on 'em. And i t  had t o  
be--most impress ive--I  know snow was on t h e  ground about  t h a t  t i m e .  

You g o t  up and e x p l a i n e d  t h e  b i l l  and,  i f  t h c r e  was any h e a t  on i t ,  
nobody would show up. What I mean i s ,  t h e r e  w a s  nobody going t o  r a i s e  
t h e i r  v o i c e  and v o t e  a g a i n s t  i t  and,  of c o u r s e ,  a s  I always s a i d ,  
I t a l i a n  peop le  a r e  ve ry  emot ional  and a l l  I had t o  do was t o  s t a r t  de-- 
s c r i b i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  we saw down t h e r e  and Sena tor  L i b o n a t i - - l a t e r  i n  
Congress--was of I t a l i a n  descent-1 saw him about  a month ago--well, a l l  
I ' d  have t o  do was s a y  something t h a t  invo lved  orphans  and widows and 
L i b o n a t i  was wound up and ready  t o  speak f o r  twenty n r  t h i r t y  minu tes .  
He would ma.kc a  h e l l  of a  speech.  L i b o n a t i  cou ld  t a l k  f i v e  minutes  and 
n e v e r  put  a p e r i o d  i n  i t .  

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: H i s  speech was j u s t  one sen tence .  He might put some commas i n  t h e r e  
and c o l o n s ,  a r  semico lons ,  o r  exclamat ion p o i n t s ,  bu t  he never  put a  
p e r i o d  i n .  

Q: I ' l l  be darned.  ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: H e  was a l o v a b l e  c u s s .  

Q: Did you work on any p a r t i c u l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i t h  him? 

A: Yes, Libby would most always h e l p  me. I d o n ' t  know whethcr  I t o l d  
you, bu t  he  and 1 had a l i t t l e  hand in--you see,  back i n  t h o s e  days ,  
t h e y  had t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  of  which J w a s  a g r a d u a t e ,  and then  
WE had t h e  E a s t e r n  normal s c h o o l  a t  Char les ton  and t h e  Southern normal 
s c h o o l  a t  Carbondale and t h e  S t a t e  normal schoo l  a t  Normal and Northern 
a t  DeKalb, and t h e n  Western o v e r  t h e r e  a t  Macomb. l' th ink  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  
But a l l  t h e y  cou ld  do w a s  g i v e  a  degree  i n  e d u c a t i o n .  So, they  had a 
f e l l o w  down at  Southern name of  De ly te  Morris--and t h e  s e n a t o r  t h a t  
r e p r e s e n t e d  t h a t  a r e a  was from, I t h i n k ,  P r a i r i e  du Rocher, Sena tor  
Crisenberry--and he come up w i t h  t h e  i d e a  o f  changing Southern from a  
normal schoo l  t o  a u n i v e r s i t y .  The U n i v e r s i t y  o f  I l l i n o i s ,  t h e y  j u s t  
l i k e  t o  have had a f i t  over  t h a t .  And he came t o  me, C r i s e n b e r r y  came 
t o  Libby and me and we s a t  down w i t h  him one day and we were p r e t t y  
w e l l  convinced t h a t  t h e y  were e n t i t l e d  t o  i t ,  and so--at any r a t e ,  I made 
a h e l l  o f  a speech on i t  and L i b o n a t i ,  h e  made a double  h e l l  of a  speech  
on it because  Libby cou ld  t a l k ,  and he c o u l d  t a l k  emot iona l ,  and t h a t  
b i l l  went through.  The U n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o i s  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t  a  b i t ,  
but--have you e v e r  been down t o  Southern I l l i n o i s  U n i v e r s i t y ?  

Q: Yes, sir .  



A: Wel l ,  t h a t  p l a c e  s t a r t e d  nut--T d o n ' t  remernlser w h e n  i h a t  1-ugkslnt ion 
was, but  ii was somewhere i n  tlie 1 9 4 0 ' s  and, why durn ,  Soutlier.11 l l l i n o i s  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  t h e y  just b u i l t  a l l  over e v e r y t h i n g  and t h e y ' v e  got  a b i g  
s c h o o l  and 1 t h i n k  doing an e x c e l l e n t  job .  

9: They've a l s o  cxpandcd t o  Edwardsv i l l e  now, too.  

A: Yes. Edwardsvi l le  s e c t i o n .  And 1 t h i n k  t h e y ' v e  go t  an Eas t  S t .  Louis  
s e c t i o n ,  t o o ,  o r  something down Lhere. T t h i n k  t h a t ' s  r i g h t .  Well, 
De ly te  Morr is  s e n t  rnc a 1iLet ime pass t o  a 1 1  Cootbal l  and b a s k e t h a l l  
games. And 1 d o n ' t  know--1 gave i t  t o  somebody. I 'vc  n e v e r  been t h e r e  
t o  an  a t h l e t i c  c v n t e s t  a t  a l l .  

I always took a l o t  o €  i n t e r e s t  i n  l l l i n n i s .  When T l i r s t  went to t h e  
S e n a t e ,  why, you had s c h o l a r s h i p s .  Each s c n a r o r  and s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a -  
t i v e  was given a four-year  I l l i n o i s  schol .arship  each y e a r  t o  g i v e  away, 
and w c  could p i c k  out: ,lnybudy we want-ed f o r  i t .  I th ink ,  almost imaui- 
n ~ o u s l y ,  n o t  I g u e s s  ur~animously,  but  a lmos t  a lways,  1 picked ou t  Lhe b e s t  
a t h l e t e  i n  my d i s t r i c t  and s e n t  him up t o  I l l i n o i s  wi th  my scl io lars t r ip .  
I ' d  gone t o  c o l l e g e  w i t h  Butch Nowack, a l though  i n  high school I played 
foo t lha l l  a g a i n s t  him. lie w a s  from Pann here  and I was going t o  Assump- 
t i o n .  Rut he was an  all-American f r o m  P a m .  

I had a dash man who was on t h e  I l l i n o i s  r e l a y  t-cam from Pana, son of a 
s c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l  he re .  h d  t h en ,  I had young D i e f e n t h a l e r  and lie w a s  a 
second c o u s i n  of mine. 1Ie was t h c  o n l y  r e l a t i v e  I e v e r  gave a s c h o l a r -  
s h i p  t o .  And hc went t o  I l l i n o i s  and was c a p t a i n  o f  t h e  t r a c k  team, h e l d  
t h e  D r a k e  Rclay record  i n  Lhe h i g h  jump. And t h e n ,  I gavc a s c h o l a r s h i p  
Lo a  boy nver  h e r e  a t  Kinca id ,  and  Ray E l l i o t t  used t o  k i d  inc about that. 

(Taping s topped  f o r  c o n v e r s a t i n n  wi th  s e c r e t a r y ,  the11 resumed) 

A: H i s  name was Chuck Boer io ,  fcom Kincnid .  H e  w a s  from a Republ ican 
family and I wrote  Ray E l l i o t t  a  Ict~er--Ray E l l i o t t  w a s  coach up  at 
I l l i n o i s - - a n d  I s a i d ,  "Ray, I'm send ing  you t h e  b e s t  boy I ' v e  go t  i n  my 
d i s t r i c t  f o r  your f o o t b a l l  team. I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  he w i l l  make your  
team, bu t  he i s  t h e  b e s t  boy I ' v e  g o t . "  Boerio on ly  ended up a s  an a l l -  
American. ( l a u g h t e r )  And t h c n ,  I had a b a s k e t b a l l  p l a y e r  Erom o v e r  in 
Shelby County somewhere, Windsos, I t h i n k ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  were Ioo tba l l .  
p l a y e r s  from P a m ,  t h e  two S i e g e r t  boys, both  c a p t a i n s  o f  t h e  I o v t b a l l  
team. h n d  thcre w a s  a n o t h e r  S i e g e r t  boy,  a l l  t h r e e  o f  t h e m  wcre rap- 
t a i n s  o f  t h e  f o o t b a l l  ream. I o n l y  gave s c h o l a r s h i p s  t o  two o f  them, 
because  t h e y  were poor boys and t h e  t h i r d  S i e g c r t ' s  f a t h e r  was a w e a l t h y  
man. 

And a funny t h i n g .  About a couplc of months ago,  I g o t  a le t ter  Lrom n 
boy t h a t  w a s  head f i n a n c i a l  o f f i c e r  of t h e  Chicago C i r c l e  Campus  and he 
wrote  me a le t ter  f o r  some reason. 1: h a v e n ' t  s e e n  t h e  f e l l o w  i n  Lhirtry 
y e a r s ,  I guess ,  and he t o l d  m e  t h a t  L had g iven  him a schoLarship back 
about  1935. H e  s a i d  i t  o n l y  amounted t o  r ibout sevcnry o r  e i g h i y  d u i l a r s  
a  year  back t h e r e  i n  t h c  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 ' s .  "But," h e  said, " t h a t  w a s  one 



h e l l  of a l o t  o f  money." And he s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  know whether  L e v e r  d i d  
w r i t e  t o  you and s t a t e  my a p p r e c i a t i o n . "  

Q: I unders tand t h a t  a t  one t ime  you were want ing  t o  g e t  Bob Zuppke f i r e d  
at the  Uni .ve rs i ty .  

A: Hah!! ( l aughs)  Well, Butch Nowack, a s  I s a y ,  was a h e l l  o f  a good 
f r i e n d  o f  mine and he was an  all-American under  Zuppke and Zuppke, prob- 
a b l y  around 1937 o r  1938, a l o n g  i n  t h e r e  somewhere, he  w a s  hav ing  a  h e l l  
of  a poor  r u n  of a t h l e t e s ,  wasn ' t  winning any games, and everybody was 
g i v i n g  hi.m h e l l .  And Sena tor  P e t e r s ,  f rom o v e r  i n  Champaign County, 
w a s  h a n d l i n g  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  of I l l i n o f s  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l  and I v o t e d  
f o r  i t ,  of  course .  But,  when t h e  b i l l  came up, I made a s i l l y  L i t t l e  
speech  and I s a i d ,  "Looks l i k e  f o r  t h a t  t h i r t y  mill ion"--or whatever  it 
was, f o r t y  m i l l i o n ,  I d o n ' t  remember--"we oughta  g e t  a f o o t b a l l  coach 
t h a t  can win some games." Well ,  t h e  fo l lowing  day,  a t e legram came t o  
m e  a t  t h e  Senate  from Butch Nowack, who was coaching up a t  La Sa l l e -Peru ,  
c o n s i s t i n g  o f  about e i g h t  words, which were "John, l a y  o f f  Zupp. Vote 
f o r  budget .  Butch, ' I  Butch i s  dead now. 

Q: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: Yes. Las t  Mother ' s  Uay weekend, Mrs. F r i b l e y  and T m e t  my daughte r  
Judy,  who t e a c h e s  and l i v e s  a t  Winnetka, a t  S t a r v e d  Rock S t a t e  Park.  She 
and h e r  mother s p e n t  t h e  t i m e  on t h e s e  n a t u r e  t o u r s  up t h e r e ,  and so on. 
I was Looking f o r  some p l a c e  t o  p l a y  g o l f  and danged i f  I d i d n ' t  p l a y  
w i t h  several peop le  from La S a l l e ,  and e v e r y  one of them--I t o l d  them 1 
was from Pam--sa id ,  "Did you know Butch Nowack?" 

Q: Well, I ' l l  be  darned.  

A: Butch and 1 became very good Fr iends  and I s e t t l e d  Butch ' s  e s t a t e  when 
h e  d i e d .  Great b i g  man and a wonderful  f e l l o w .  

Pana had an all-Ameri.c.an who went t o  Ohio S t a t e .  

Q:  Who w a s  t h a t ?  

A: Warren Amling. H e  wanted t o  be  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n  and I l l i n o i s  d i d n ' t  
have a  v e t e r i n a r y  s c h o o l ,  s o  he  went t o  Ohin .  L a t e r  on,  I sponsored 
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  c r e a t e  a v e t e r i n a r y  school  a t  I l l i n o i s  and I: used t h a t  as  
a11 i l l u s t r a t i o n - - w e  l o s t  an  all-American f o o t b a l l  p l a y e r  because  we d i d n ' t  
have a  v e t e r i n a r y  c o l l e g e  a t  I l l i n o i s .  

4: 1 s e e .  (c-huckles) Were you a b l e  t o  g e t  t h a t  through? 

A: I t h i n k  so.  They have a v e t e r i n a r y  s c h o o l  now. 

Q: 1 wonder i f  w e  cou1.d go back t o  your f irst  days  i n  t h e  Sena te ,  when 
you went down t h e r e .  What a r e  some of t h e  f i r s t  t h i n g s  t h a t  happened i n  



t h e  f i r s L  c o u p l e  oT y e a r s  t h e r e ?  

A: Well ,  s l lorLly a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n  began i n  January  1935, 
one o f  t h e  c r y i n g  t r o u b l e s  was w i t h  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  01 t h e  I l l i n o i s  
Rinergency R e l i e f  Conmission. They necded an  a d d i t i o n a l  emergency 
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  and K c p r c s c n t a t i v e  Lyons, trom up around Chicago, w a s  a 
strintlg-voiced perspn and a good s p e a k e r  and p r c t t y  s h a r p .  And t h e y  had 
an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Emergency Re1 i e f  Commission. Bob 
Dunham, a v e r y  wea l thy  man, was chairman of  Lhc I l l i n o i s  Emergency Relief 
Conmission and ,I wu11dcrfu.l f e l l o w ,  b u t  Iic was n n l y  t h e  t i t u l a r  head,  he 
was n o t  managing i t .  And 1 can ' t  t h i n k  of  t h e  guy ' s  name tha t - - the  
man's name who was a c t i n g  c i i r e c t n r  o f  i t ,  buL I remember R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
Lyons had t h i s  p o o r  d e v i l  on t h e  wiCness s t a n d ,  and he  r e a l l y  a t e  him 
o u t .  And t h e  fel l-ow, hc was do ing  t h e  b e s t  he cou ld ,  I thought .  We 
t a n g l e d  t h e n ,  but . . . 
Qr You mean you t a n g l e d  w i t h  Lyons a t  t h a t  t ime? 

A: Yes. 

Q: I n  whaL r e s p e c t ?  Do you remember any of the p a r t i c u l a r s ?  

A: Oh, T . . . I was k i n d  of suppor t in) ;  t h e  f e l l o w  t h a t  was be ing  taken 
over t h c  coals ,  had some argumenLs w i t h  Lyons, bur f o r  a  young f  el.low 
j u s t  i n  t h e  Sena te  T was way beyond my dep th .  But w e  go t  a long f a i r l y  
we1.l. 

Q :  Whcre were Lhcse h e a r i n g s  being h e l d ?  

A: I n  Llle llouse c-lmnbcr. I t  was a co~mnrittee or  t h e  whole h e a r i n g ,  a s  I 
r e c a l l .  When t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  convened i n  1935, which was my f i r s t  
r e g u l a r  s c s s i n n ,  wc had, 1 t h i n k ,  18 Republ icans  and  33 Democrats. Oh, 
i t  was sCrong I)eniocratic a s  t h e  d e v i l .  And up i n  t h e  west  Chicago 
Lrea ,  why, t h e y  had e l .ec tcd A r t h ~ . r  .T, T3 i d w i l l  ds s e n a t o r ,  and he  had 
d e f e a l e d  a man by a few v o t c s ,  LI DemucraL by the name of Baumrucker and 
t h e r e  was all e l e c L i o n  cnntesL on t h a t ,  and t h e y  had h e a r i n g s .  

We7 I , t h e  e l  e c t i o n  1-ommittee f i n a l l y  colw i n  w i t h  t h e i r  r e p o r t ,  and,  i n  
t h e  c o n t e s l ,  Baurnruckcr had  picked o u t  some t e n  p r e c i n c t s ,  w e ' l l  s a y ,  
whcre t h e y  claimed t h e r e  were mistakes o r  f r a l ~ d  o r  something.  And i t  
went t o  i s s u e  on t h a t  and t h e y  counted t h e  b a l l o t s  i n  t h o s e  t e n  pre- 
c i n c t s .  And t h a t  was 11 t h a t  W J S  done. I n  o t h e r  words, they  d i d n ' t  
count a l l  of  t h e  b a l l o t s  over  the  whole d i s t r i c t ,  see ,  j u s t  i n  t h o s e  few 
p r e c i n c t s .  And it t u r n e d  o u t  unc p r e c i n c t ,  t h e y  had been t a l l y i n g  and 
coun t ing  t h e  v o t c s  on r c p r e s e n t a t i v c s  and t h e y ' d  h i t  a s t r a i g h t  p a r t y  
b a l l  n t  and ,  i1 he w a s  t h e  ordy r e p r c s c n t a t i v e  marked, why, h e  g o t  a l l  
t h r e e  v o t e s ,  s e e ?  Well, t h e y   go^ ciown t o  coun t ing  t h e  v o t e s  f o r  t h e  
Sena te  c a n d i d a t e  and,  i n  t h i s  p r e c i n c t ,  BidwiLl was on a l~unch  o f  Repub- 
l i c a n  s t r a i g h t  b a l l o t s ,  s o  t h e y  mrl  l t i p l i c d  h i s  b a l l o t s  by t h r e e .  Well, 
when t h e y  found t h a t  n u t ,  t h a t  was enuugh t o  e l e c t  Baumrucker. 



So t h e  committee, w i t h  a l l  t h e  Democrats v o t i n g  f o r  a  m a j o r i t y  r e p o r t ,  
recommended t o  t h e  Sena te  t h a t  B idwi l l  be ous ted  and Baumrucker s e a t e d .  
And, of c o u r s e ,  a l l  t h e  Democrats vo ted  t o  suppor t  Baumrucker and t h e  
Republ icans  a l l  vo ted  f o r  Bidwi l l  and Bidwi l l  t h e n  wanted a  recount  o f  
a l l  p r e c i n c t s  i n  t h e  d i s t r i c t .  Thc e l e c t i o n  committee, h e a v i l y  Demo- 
c r a t i c ,  den ied  t h e  r e q u e s t .  Well, t h e  n e t  r e s u l t  was t h a t  B i d w i l l  was 
o u s t e d .  A r t  B i d w i l l  w a s  a  h e l l  of  a n i c e  fe l low.  Came back f o u r  y e a r s  
l a t e r  and won easy .  

But t h e  Chicago mayor was down there-- I  t h i n k  i t  was Mayor K e l l y ,  who- 
e v e r  was mayor then--and he  was down t h e r e  t h e  day t h e y  v o t e d  on i t .  A t  
any r a t e ,  l a t e r  on,  Baumrucker--who a s  I r e c a l l  was a j e w e l e r  by t rade--  
was r e q u e s t e d  t o  suppor t  some b i l l s  t h e  Democrats were a l l  s u p p o r t i n g  
and h e  d i d n ' t .  And a t  t h e  Sena te  d i n n e r  then ,  a l o n g  i n  June ,  and,  iF i t  
was Mayor K e l l y ,  which I t h i n k  i t  was, he was down t h e r e  and t h e  Sena tor  
from down a t  Lawrencev i l l e  was f e e l i n g  his oats--and I can remember him 
p u t t i n g  h i s  f i n g e r  r i g h t  i n  t h e  mayor's f a c e ,  and s a i d ,  "Goddam i t ,  
Mayor, t h e  n e x t  t i m e  you come down h e r e  and want u s  t o  k i c k  ou t  a p r e t t y  
decen t  f e l l o w  l i k e  B i d w i l l  and put  i n  one l i k e  Baumrucker, who has been 
a damned d i sappoin tment ,  you b r i n g  your  man down h e r e  f i r s t  and i n t r o d u c e  
him i n t o  ev idence  a s  E x h i b i t  A b e f o r e  we v o t e  on anybody." 

Q: Well ! ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: What d i d  t h e  mayor s a y  t o  t h a t ?  

A: There wasn ' t  a n y t h i n g  he could  say .  ( l aughs)  

Q: I unders tand  t h a t  Mayor K e l l y  and Governor Horner d i d n ' t  get  a l o n g  
v e r y  w e l l .  Do you know a n y t h i n g  about  t h a t ?  

A: Yes. You s e e ,  I d o n ' t  know what caused t h a t  r i f t ,  b u t  Governor Horner 
was a person t h a t  nobody ran and h e  d i d n ' t  go a l o n g  w i t h  e v e r y t h i n g  
K e l l y  wanted and,  when Horner r a n  f o r  h i s  second t e r m ,  h e  brought  o u t  
the  coroner  of Cook County--and darned i f  I can remember h i s  name, now-- 
b u t ,  i n  t h e  primary e l e c t i o n ,  why, Borner won hands down, but  speaking-- 
what was I going t o  t a l k  about  h e r e ,  somebody I thought  you might be 
i n t e r e s t e d  i n .  

Q: Have t o  do w i t h  t h e  mayor, K e l l y ?  

A: 1 d o n ' t  remember who was t h e  mayor t h e n .  I t h i n k  it was K e l l y .  Oh, 
K e l l y  w a s  a tremendous man, he was about  s ix - foo t - four  and,  oh,  must 
have weighed two f o r t y , E i f t y ,  and wasn ' t  f a t .  P h y s i c a l l y  h e  w a s  a  h e l l  
o f  a man. 

Q: Did you f i n d  y o u r s e l f  a t  odds i n  any way w i t h  t h e  Chicago o r g a n i z a -  
t ion?  

A: O h ,  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  I always g o t  a l o n g  f a i r l y  w e l l  w i t h  them. 
Course,  a f t e r  I t u r n e d  'em down on t h a t  Congress S t r e e t  expressway, why, 



t h e r e  was q u i , t e  a b i t  of  bitterness Cor a w h i l e .  

Q: Any o t h e r  i n s t a n c e s  t h a t  you can t h i n k  of where you . , . 
A ;  Oh, no. You s e e ,  what Chicago d i d ,  Cook CounLy, t h e y  had more 
Democrats C t u n  downsta te  h,ld and  Scrlator Daley said t o  m e  one  t i tne,  
" H e l l ,  i f i t  w a s n ' t  f o r  Cook County, you wouldn ' t  have any Denloc.r.lt 
p a r t y  in  I l l i n o i s . "  Ar~d my answer was, " I f  you d i d n ' ~  Ilave t h e  I c h r l  o r  
Democrats you g o t  i n  Cook County, we'd have a l o t  o f  Democrats down- 
s t a t e  !" 

Q: Wel l .  

A: Everyone pushed us  a r o u n d .  ( p a u s e )  n a l e y  was an a w f u l l y  n k c c  
f e l l o w .  B u t ,  you s e e ,  what Chicago d i d ,  i n  Cook County,  hey would scnd 
down f o u r  o r  f i v e  s h a r p  boys ,  ;1nd chcn  t h e  r e s t  of t h e m  would b c  l r r c t t y  
much wardhee lc r s  and some no t  Loo b r i g h t .  Por  i n s t a n c e ,  Ln my f i r s L  
s e s s i o n  there was S e n a t o r  H < l r o l d  Ward. Later, he became a  c i r c u i t  j udge  
i n  Chicago. tIe was n b r i l l i a n t  man. And S e n a t o r  Maypolc w a s  m a j o r i t y  
l e a d e r  once and he  w a s  a b r i l l i a r i t  f e l l o w .  But some f o  them from 
Chicago weren ' t  t o o  hot. But you q u i c k l y  l e a r n e d ,  011 a  v o t c ,  i f  t h e  
f i r s t :  Chicago man on s c o n t r o v e r s i a l  hil.1 vo ted  "Aye," you c o u l d  r a c k  up 
t h e  whole Chicago group t o  vote "ilyc," Whereas, with t h e  d o w n s t a t e r s ,  
why, we weren' t as  r l e p e x h b l e  . 

I remember r i l e  s e s s i o n  t h e r e  where t h c  Republ icans  were as s t r o n g  as 
t h e y  c o u l d  bc and i L  was under Governor Green. ( l aughs )  I s a t  n e x t  t o  
S e n a t o r  Marty Lohmann of Pekirl and Governor Grecn was t r y i n g  t o  p u t  some 
b i l l s  th rough  and t h e r e  w a s  a h e l l  n l  a f i l i b u s t e r  go ing  on and t h e y  t i cd  
up t h e  Sena tc .  S e n a t o r  Tom Kcane, who was l a t e r  head aldermarl under. 
Mayor Daley,  w a s  a  s h a r p  boy.  He and  I d i d n ' t  g e t   long too  good,  because 
he  though t  t h a t  sou thern  J l l i n o i s  s t a r L c d  a t  t h e  s o ~ t h  edge of Cook 
County. Ra the r  a r r o g a n t ,  1 t h o u g h t ,  b u t ,  a t  any r a t e ,  he was smart as 
t h e  d e v i l .  And L retnembcr i n  t h e  Dcmocrnt f i l - i b u s t e r ,  Keanc would take 
an a p p r o p r i a t i o n  b i l l  t h a t  Governor Green necded passed ,  f o r  instance, 
and Kcane would i n t r o d u c e  a n  amcndmerit ~ t n e n d i n g  t h c  second l i n e  of t h e  
b i l l .  And then t h e y ' d  have a voLc i111 i t ,  and e v e r y  Dcmocrat would take 
h i s  a J l o t t e d  tinic t o  e x p l d i n  h i s  voLe. And t h c  Cook County Democrat 
senators- -of  which on3 y a Lcw could  make a decen t  s p r e r h  abou t  it, and 
t h e  o t h e r s  would read t h e  B i b l e  o r  a Tr ibune  e d i t o r i a l  o r  t a l k  abou t  a 
ballgnme o r  something.  So t h e n ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  on a v o ~ e ,  t h e  Republ ican 
m a j o r i t y  amended t h e  r u l e s  t h e n .  You c o u l d  o n l y  t a l k  f o r  Lhrec minuLes 
and,  n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  Republ icans  would v o t e  clown Kenne's  proposed amcnd- 
meat t o  t h e  second l i n e  o l  tlie b i l l ,  so Keane would f o l l o w  up w i t h  a pro- 
posed amendment oL t h e  f o u r t h  l i n e  of  t h e  b i l l .  Tlle Democrats brought. 
t h e  Sena te  t o  a  s c r e e c h i n g  h a l t .  ( l a u g h s )  

Q: Well. 

A: But some of t h e  iellows g o t  a l i t t l e  bic: unreasonab lc .  



Q :  Yes. What . . . 
A: Oh, a t  any r a t e ,  one day a l o n g  about  t h a t  t i m e ,  I t h i n k  t h i n g s  had 
coo led  o f f  a  l i t t l e  b i t  and t h e  o n l y  d o w n s t a t e r s  t h a t  s e s s i o n  were 
Sena tor  Mar t in  Lohmann of Pckin and myself. Only two of u s .  But t h e r e  
i s  an  u n w r i t t e n  r u l e  i n  t h e  Senate t h a t  you were e n t i t l e d  t o  a  t e n  o r  
f i f t e e n  minute  r e c e s s  t o  caucus  a t  any t ime .  So everybody was s a i l i n g  
a l o n g  and everybody was happy, and Hugh Cross  w a s  g e t t i n g  a l o n g  f i n e  
and r e a l l y  runn ing  t h e  b i l l s  th rough ,  and I g o t  up and made a motion 
t h a t  thc S e n a t c  r e c e s s  f o r  f i f t e e n  minu tes  ' i n  o r d e r  f o r  the  downsta te  
Democrats t o  caucus .  We s a t  s ide-by-s ide .  W e  cou ld  have h e l d  our  
caucus i n  a t e l e p h o n e  booth.  It caused a  h e l l  of a  s t i n k ,  bu t  w e  t o o k  
i t  anyway. 

Q: Well, ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: That was k i n d  o.F c h i l d i s h .  

Q: Do you remember what t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w a s ,  what t h e  b i l l  was . . . 

A: I d o n ' t  have t h e  ].east i d e a ,  b u t  everybody laughed  about  i t .  Kooky 
t h i n g s  you pu t  up w i t h .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  

A: I had an i n t e r e s t i n g  e x p e r i e n c e .  The Democrats had a m a j o r i t y ,  
which had t o  be d u r i n g  t h e  Horner a d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  I was made chairman of  
t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  committee. We n e v e r  had over t h r e e  o r  f o u r  mee t ings  
a  y e a r .  There  was ve ry  few b i l l s  i n  t h o s e  days  a £  f e c t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c  
utilities b u t ,  whenever w e  d i d  have a meet ing,  why, i t  would be scheduled 
and,  a lmos t  e v e r y  t i m e ,  t h e  a t t o r n e y  f o r  t h e  Northern I l l i n o i s  Power 
and L i g h t ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  would come t o  m e  and a sk  m e  what was going on 
and f r e q u e n t l y  a s k  t o  have b r e a k f a s t  with m e  t h a t  morning and h e  always 
p a i d  f o r  t h e  b r e a k f a s t .  A t  any r a t e ,  o u t  i n  Kansas C i t y  a  f e d e r a l  
grand j u r y  made a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  01 p a y o f f s  by the  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  t o  
p o l i t i c i a n s  and L e g i s l a t o r s  i n  M i s s o u r i ,  and i n  p a r t i c u l a r  t o  the Pender- 
g a s t  o r g a n i z a t i o n .  They i n d i c t e d  several people down i n  Missour i ,  
sent some t o  t h e  p e n i t c n t i a r y .  It may have been one o f  t h e  P e n d e r g a s t s -  

But,  a t  any r a t e ,  t h a t  t h i n g  flowed up i n t o  I l l i n o i s ,  and they  had a 
f e d e r a l  grand j u r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  up a t  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and one o f  t h e  f i r s t  
f e l l o w s  subpoenaed was m e ,  and I went up t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  and sat t h e r e  Lor 
about an hour ,  and I s a i d ,  "When are t h e y  going t o  c a l l  m e ? "  And t h e y  
t o l d  me i t  might be s e v e r a l  days or weeks, but  they  wanted m e  t h e r e  u n t i l  
1 was c a l l e d .  And I s a i d ,  "To h e l l  w i t h  t h a t .  1 am a count ry  lawyer' and 
I ' v e  go t  a l a w  p r a c t i c e  t o  suppor t  myself  w i t h  and I ' m  n o t  going t o  sit  
around here . "  And t h e y  s a i d ,  "Well, you w i l l . "  And I s a i d ,  "Like h e l l  
I w i l l . "  So,  I went b e f o r e  Judge F i t z g e r a l d ,  t h e n  he  w a s  t h e  f e d e r a l  
judge ,  and he t o l d  them t o  l e t  me go and c a l l  me t h e  day b e f o r e  Lhey 
wanted m e .  



They had a  l i t t l c  f e l l o w  natnc o f  (:ohen from New York C i t y ,  as I r e c a l l ,  
wlho was tlic s p e c i a l  p r o s e c u t o r ,  r o n d u r t e d  t h e  g rand  j u r y  i n v e s t  i g a -  
t i o n s ,  and t h e y  i n d i c t e d  s e v e r a l  peop le .  They d i s b a r r e d  a l awyer  a t  
l l i l l s b o r o ,  who rc2presented I l l i n o i s  Power Company. And they  b rough t  o u t  
t h a t  t l i c re  were  p a y o f f s  t o  m u n i r i p d  and s t a t e  o L f i c i a J s .  Ln t h o s e  d a y s ,  
when a  p u b l i c  u t i l i t y  wanred t o  g e t ,  say a  I i f t y - y e a r  f r a n c h i s e  t o  be t hc  
s o l c  u t i l i L y  s e r v i n g  t h e  c i t y ,  why, they  would pay o f f  t h e  mayor and 
c i t y  c o u n r i l ,  and what they  did--thaL w a s  i n  t h c  days  b c f o r c  h i g h  income 
tax  r a t e s - - w e l l ,  t h c i r  lawyer waul (1 charge  t h e  u t i l i t y ,  s a y  a $5000 
f c c ,  and h e  would usc  $4000 o f  it  t o  buy o f f  t h e  mayor and c i t y  co i inc i l  
and t h e  c i t y  a t t o r n e y s  t o  p a s s  t h e  f r a n r h i s c  o r d i n a n c e .  And t h e y  i n -  
cii  c t e d  q u i t e  a  few peop lc .  Ihc. ~ i L i l i t i c ~ s  h ad  a  l o b b y i s t  by t h e  name n f  
Glen Wallcy and,  a s  far as T knew, Glen Walley was a  s q u a r e  s h o o t e r .  T 
t h i n k  he was from P e o r i a .  At any r a t e ,  they  g o t  t o  me and c a J l c d  me i n  
b e f o r e  t h e  grarid j u r y ,  m d  T was u n  t h e  w i t n e s s  s t a n d  p robab ly  a coup le  
of  hour S ,  and t h e y  wanted to Itnow what c o n n c c t i o n s  T had w i t h  t h e  
u t i l - i t i e s .  Was I n t l o r n e y  f o r  any puf i l i c  u t i l i t y ,  anrl 1 w a s n ' t ,  n e v e r  
have heen o t h e r  t t ~ a n  on t h e  REA I n a n  t o  t h e  t e l e p h o n e  company, a  c a s e  
t h a t  1 mentioned b e f o r e .  

Then, they  asked  me about  what I knew i f  a n y t h i n g  about  p a y o f f s  t o  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  which I d i d n ' t  know o f  dny, and I t o l d  them, "Not a dime," 
a l though  T s a i d  I d i d  l ~ a v e  b r ra lc rns t  wi th  Lhe p r e s i d e n t  o r  a t t o r n e y  f o r  
t h e  Northern  I l l i n o i s  Power & IA4ght eve ry  rime we had a committee 
mect ing.  

"Did T know u r i l i t y  a t t o r n e y s ? "  "Ycs, I knew t h e  a t t o r n e y  f o r  CIPS  
[ C e n t r a l  I l l i n o i s  P u b l i c  S e r v i c e ]  bccausc  T w a s  c i t y  a t t o r n e y  at  Pana 
and 1 had d e a l i n g s  wi th  him. And, w e l l ,  h a d n ' t  I e v e r  got  any p a y o f f s  
o r  f a v o r s .  And I s a i d ,  "Well, wait  a minute ,"  T s a i d ,  "on a h a t  day i n  
August a coup le  of  y e a r s  ago ,  o u r  r c l r i g e r n t o r  blew up and T--" i t  had 
been purchased from CIPS.  They dicln ' t  have onc he re  b u t  t h e y  had one 
a t  H i l l s b o r o ,  and s o  t h e y  brought  i t  and i n s t a l l e d  it aud t h e y  charged 
me, 1 t h i n k ,  a  s o - c a l l e d  employee 's  d i s c o u n t ,  e i t h c r  ~ l l r c e - f o u r t h s  o r  
seven-e igh t s  of l i s t  p r i c e .  Well. I had n e v e r  been an  ernployee of 
t l w i r s .  I d i d n ' t  have t o  admil  t h a t ,  b u t  T  old t h e  g rand  j u r y  t h a t .  

A f t c r  about  two h o u r s  of  f r u i t l e s s  work ,  t h i s  l  i t t l  e  p r o s e c u t o r  Irom 
NPW York s t a t e d ,  "Sena to r ,  what i s  your  commcnt i f  I  old you t h a t  t h c  
r e s u l t s  o f  my i n v e s t i g a t i o n  shnwecl that  w i t h i n  Lhe l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  you 
have r e c e i b c d  approx imate ly  $6000 i n  paynf f s?"  And I s a i d ,  "Do you 
want me t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n ? "  H e  s a i d ,  "Yes, s i r . "  I s a i d ,  "My 
answer t o  t h a l  i s  t h a t  e i t h e r  you art. m i s i n f o r m ~ d  o r  you arc a  l y i n g  
son-of-a-bitch." The grand j u r y  appli3tldcd me and Cohen go t  a l l  red-  
f a c e d  and t h a t  w a s  t h e  l a s t  q u e s t i o n  t o  me. 

(2: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  (cht1ck1.e~) Well .  

A: I remenher Howard Doylc, who had fo rmer ly  been o v e r  i n  t h e  Rouse of 
R c p r c s e n t a t i v e s ,  lie was from UeraLur, was t h e  d i s t r i c t  a t t o r n e y  t h e n ,  and 
h e  had been s i t t i n g  t h e r e  i n  t h e  g r a n d  j u r y  room and Howard was a f r i e n d  
of mine,  s o r t  o f ,  and T saw him aborlt 3 week a I t e r  t h a t  and he s a i d ,  



"John, L n e v e r  was prouder  o f  you i n  my l i f e  t h a n  when you t o l d  t h a t  
so-and-so o f f  . I '  

Q: Well. ( l a u g h t e r )  

A: And t h e n  T d i d  have a n o t h e r  t h i n g  t h a t  was ve ry  embar rass ing  t o  me. 
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A: There was an  annua l  C h r i s t i a n  County f a i r  i n  T a y l o r v i l l e ;  and a 
F a y e t t e  County f a i r  a t  Brownstown; and a Cumberland County f a i r  i n  
Greenup, I l l i n o i s .  And c o n d i t i o n s  got so  t h a t  t h e y  would have h a r n e s s  
r a c e s ,  t r o t t e r s  o r  p a c e r  r a c e s ,  and t h e y  would o n l y  have t h r e e  o r  f o u r  
e n t r i e s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  h e a t s .  Wel l ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  more t i r e s o m e  t h a n  
t o  watch a  h o r s e  r a c e  w i t h  o n l y  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  h o r s e s  competing. It 
appeared t h a t  mosC of  t h e  h o r s e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  good h o r s e s ,  were r a c i n g  
a t  par i -mutuel  t r a c k s  i n  t h e  Eas t .  You see, up t o  t h e n ,  t h e  onl-y p a r i -  
mutuel  b e t t i n g  was a t  f l a t  r a c i n g  t r a c k s .  B e t t i n g  on runn ing  h o r s e s  
was p e r m i t t e d  i n  I l l i n o i s .  That law had been adopted some tkme i n  the  
1920 ' s .  

I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  when I w a s  i n  t h e  Sena te  and r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  Pana r e f i n e r y  
o f  which Hayden Davis was a s u b s t a n t i a l  owner--he asked me t o  s t a y  a t  
t h e  Abraham Linco ln  Hote l  because  T was r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  r e f i n e r y .  H e ,  
as I s a y ,  r a n  t h e  Abraham Linco ln .  I had a l o t  of c o n f i d e n t i a l  t a l k s  
w i t h  him, and he t o l d  m e  t h a t ,  when t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  p e r m i t t e d  p a r i -  
mutuel  b e t t i n g  a t  f l a t  r a c i n g  t r a c k s ,  t h a t  Colonel  Bradley o r  Colonel  
Winn, o r  b o t h  o f  them, came up t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  from Lexington,  Kentucky, 
where t h e y  ran  t h e  Kentucky Derby. They r e n t e d  a s u i t e  i n  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  
c o r n e r  o f  t h e  t o p  f l o o r  o f  t h e  Abraham Linco ln  Hote l  and t h e y  had a b l a c k  
bag  he o r  t h e y  wanted p l a c e d  i n  t h e  h o t e l  safe, and Davis s a i d ,  " H a s  
t h a t  g o t  v a l u a b l e s  i n  i t ? "  The answer w a s ,  "Yes. Very s u b s t a n t i a l  ." 
So Hayden Davis had it taken  o v e r  t o  t h c  F i r s t  N a t i o n a l  Bank and pu t  i n  
a  b i g  lockbox. I t h i n k  t h a t  s t n r y  i s  probab ly  t r u e  because  a prominent 
lawyer  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  name of  Barber ,  now deceased,  t o l d  me t h e  same 
s t o r y ,  and he w a s  a t t o r n e y  f o r  Hayden Davis. A f t e r  t h e  pari-mutuel l.aw 
w a s  passed ,  supposedly  t h e  powers t h a t  be r e c e i v e d  an  approximately  
$180,000 payof f .  That  w a s  i n  t h e  1 9 2 0 ' s .  

A t  any rate, t h e r e  had n e v e r  been a par i -mutuel  l a w  f o r  h a r n e s s  r a c i n g  i n  
I l l i n o i s ,  and t h e  reason  t h e r e  weren ' t  any h o r s e s  t o  f i l l  the c l a s s e s  
a t  t h e  county f a i r  r a c e s  was t h a t  t h e  b u l k  of t h e  h o r s e s  were o u t  e a s t  
i n  s t a t e s  where t h e y  p e r m i t t e d  par i -mutual  b e t t i n g  on h a r n e s s  r a c i n g  
t r a c k s .  

Well, Henry KnauE and Paul P o w e l l  and  t h e  county f a i r  peop le  made a  
d e a l  w i t h  t h e  h a r n e s s  r a c i n g  peop le  t h a t ,  i f  I l l i n o i s  pu t  chrough t h e  
b i l l  p e r m i t t i n g  par i -mutuel  b e t t i n g  a t  h a r n e s s  r a c e s ,  t h a t  t h e  race -  
h o r s e  owners would g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be a t  l e a s t  f i v e  o r  more 



h o r s e s  i n  e v e r y  r a c e  a t  every  county L a i r .  

I d i d n ' t  know ariything about  i t  u n t i l  Tracy T a r k e t t  and,  I t h i n k ,  C l i f f  
I Iunter ,  who r a n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  C o u n t y  f a i r ,  and a b i g  o l d  DuLchinan, w h o  
r a n  t h e  F a y e t t c  County f a i r ,  and t w o  f c l l o w s  I r o m  thc Cumberland C o l l t ~ t y  
f a i r ,  o r  t h r e e ,  came up t o  s e e  me and asked m e  t o  back such a b i l l  and 
hand le  i t  when i t  came o v e r  t o  t h c  Senate. NOW, t h e s e  inen always 
t r e a t e d  me n i c e  a t  t h e i r  L a i r s .  Scna tor  Sinloll Lariiz, who w a s  cllairrnnn 
of t h e  a g r i c u l t u r e  cormnittee i n  i l ~ e  Sena te ,  agrccd  t o  h e l p  me hand le  Ft 
i n  t h e  Sena te .  

It was i n t r o d u r e d  over  i n  t h e  House by Paul  Powell and i t  passed over 
t h e r e ,  and i t  passed i n  the  Senate .  Tt s p c c i i i c a l l y  provided t h a i  no 
par i -autucl .  h e t ~ i n g  should be done s t  county f a i r s ,  buL par i -mutuel  
b e t t i n g  w a s  p e r m i t t e d  a t  t h e  l a r g e  r s c c - t r a c k s  i n  Chicago and F a s t  S t .  
Louis .  So, t h c  b i l l  went through t h e  Senate  i n  t h e  l a t  Lcr p a r t  o f  Aune, 
j u s t  b e f o r e  adjournment.  Well, T was no t  pa id  o f f  a n y t h i n g  o n  i t  and,  
as f a r  as I know, nobody e l s e  was. L f e e l  c e r t a i n  t h a t  t h e r e  was no 
payoff t o  anyone, and none w a s  o f f e r e d  t o  me. 

A t  any r a t e ,  a l o n g  i n  August, about  six a r  sevcn weeks l a t e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  
S t a t e  F a i r ,  T r e c e i v e d  a c a l l  from R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Henry Knauf and h c  
wanted t o  s e e  me. So I went: up t o  t h e  St. Nick Hotel  and met w i t h  h i m ,  
and he  t o l d  mu. some of  h i s  I r i c n d s ,  i n c l u d i n g  Paul  Powel l ,  were go ing  t u  
o r g a n i z e  a c o r p o r a t i o n  t o  o p e r a t e  a h a r n e s s  horse  r a c e t r a c k  a t  Chicago 
w i t h  pari-nzut u e l  bett ing--and l e a s e  Sportsmens Park,  as L reca l l - -and ,  
inasmuch a s  l ' d  he lped  o u t  on t h e  h i l l ,  t h e y  wanted me  t o  buy some s t o c k ,  
And t h c  s t o c k  w a s  on ly  t e n  c e n t s  a s h a r e  and t h e y  wanted mc t o  buy 2000 
s h a r e s .  And I s a i d ,  "Oh, h e l l ,  no. T d o n ' t  w a n t  any p a r t  01 i t ."  
"Well, wc t h i n k  t h i s  i s  going t o  go a n d  you can make money a t  i t .  " And, 
h c l l ,  Z could have had 2000 s h a r e s  a t  t w o  hundred bucks. L f i n a l l y  agreed  
t o  go a l o n g  w i t h  them, but  l i k e  a damned i d i o t  T o n l y  t o o k  500 shares 
and gave him a check f o r  $50. 

And then,  about  t w o  o r  t h r e e  months a f t e r  t h a t ,  Pau l  Powell o r  Henry 
Knauf ca l led m e  and t o l d  me t h i s  o u t L i t  was going t o  r e n t  Sportsmens Park,  
b u t  they  had t o  have $10,000 TO guaran tee - - i t  was nightr racing-- to  
guarantee payment o f  t h e  l i g h t  b i l l .  And would 1 s ign  the n o t e ?  W c J T ,  
t h e r e  w a s  about  L i f t e e n  o r  twenty peop le  on the  note ,  so 1 s igned  that  
n o t e .  And, l a t e r  on,  P a u l  Powcll-- i t  w a s n ' ~  ~ h r e e  weeks, I d o n ' t  t h i n k ,  
u n t i l  he  s e n t  me a copy of  t h e  n o t e  w i t h  my name, and o t h e r  c o s i g n e r s ' ,  
b lacked o u t .  I d o n ' t  remember who a l l  s i g n e d  i t  bu t  i l :  must have been 
f i f t e e n  o r  twenty peop le  s i g n e d  i L .  And I n c v e r  pa id  any more attention 
t o  i t  . . . 
Q: Why d i d  h e  black them o u t ?  

A:  Well, because  the  no te  w a s  p a i d  o f f .  T mean, n o t  used.  E i t h e r  p a i d  
o f f  o r  not  used. 

Q: I s e e .  Yes. 



A: W e l l ,  about  two y e a r s  a f t e r  t h a t ,  I g o t  a  check i n  t h e  m a i l  f o r ,  I 
t h i n k ,  $75 from a "Chicago Downs" and I s a i d  t o  m y  s e c r e t a r y ,  "What 
t h e  h e l l  i s  t h i s ? "  I f  I e v e r  knew, I ' d  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  name of  t h e  t r a c k  
by then .  Anyway, I go t  a check f o r  s u b s t a n t i a l l y  more t h a n  I ' d  p a i d  
f o r  t h e  s t o c k .  

A t  any r a t e ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  year o r  s o ,  my w i f e  and t w o  kids and mother- 
in-law went o u t  west .  We went up t o  Lake Louise  i n  wes te rn  Canada f o r  
a  s h a r t  summer v a c a t i o n  and I g o t  back--1 hadn ' t  read any p a p e r s ,  excep t  
wes te rn  papers--and here my s e c r e t a r y ,  B e t t y  Bevesidge,  had l a i d  on my 
desk t h e  Chicago D a i l y  News, t h e  Chicago Tr ibune and i n  b l a c k  h e a d l i n e s  
t h e y  procla imed t h a t  c e r t a i n  l e g i s l a t o r s  were g u i l t y  of g r a f t  and accep t -  
i n g  a  p a y o f f ,  And among t h o s e  p i c t u r e s  was Sena tor  John W. F r i b l e y f  

Q: I ' l l  be  darned.  

A: And, goddam, it  h i t  m e  l i k e  a  t o n  of b r i c k s !  

Q: Yes, I guess  s o .  

A: And, of  c o u r s e ,  a l o t  of peop le ,  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a t  l e a s t ,  thought  I was 
a  crooked S .O.B .  Well ,  there  was q u i t e  an i n v e s t i g a t i o n  and I v o l u n t e e r e d  
t o  h e  t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  t o  a p p e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Racing Commission. 
They were going t o  have a  grand j u r y  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .  I v o l u n t e e r e d  t o  be  
t h e  f i r s t  w i t n e s s  b e f o r e  t h a t ,  and n o t  a s k  f o r  any immunity. And I t o l d  
them t h e  f a c t s  j u s t  l i k e  I a m  t e l l i n g  you. And, h e l l ,  t h e  on ly  t h i n g  1 am 
mad a t  i s  why i n  t h e  d ickens  d i d n ' t  1 t a k e  2000 s h a r e s  o f  s t o c k ?  (laugh- 
t e r )  You s e e ,  t h a t  h a s  been a bonanza. 

Q: Did you have any problems as a r e s u l t  of a l l  t h a t ?  

A: Oh, T don ' t  t h i n k  so. You s e e ,  p e o p l e  who h a t e  you w i l l  b e l i e v e  I 
was a crook and  your  f r i e n d s  w i l l  know b e t t e r .  That i s  l i f e  o r  p o l i t i c s .  
But d a m ,  t o  g e t  home h e r e  from a  n i c e  v a c a t i o n  and see your  p i c t u r e  a l l  
s t a c k e d  up and w i t h  t h e  b i g  b l a c k  h e a d l i n e s  . . . 
Q: It would be a  b i t  o f  a shock. 

A:  You're damned r i g h t  i t  was. ( l a u g h t e r )  

SESSION 5 ,  TAPE 9 ,  S IDE 1 

(7: When you a r r i v e d  i n  t h e  I . e g i s l a t u r e ,  you were a s s i g n e d  t o  t h e  r o a d s  
and highway t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  committee. What was it l i k e  t o  s e r v e  a n  t h a t  
committee i n  t h e  1 9 3 0 1 s ?  

A: In the e a r l y  1 9 3 0 1 s ,  i t  d i d n ' t  amount t o  v e r y  much. I went i n  t o  
o f f i c e  i n  thc f a l l  o f  I934 b u t ,  T t h i n k  p robab ly  1935 o r  1937 s e s s i o n ,  
t h e r e  w a s  a  f e l l o w  named Mansf ie ld  promoted t h e  forming of t h e  t r u c k  



r e g u l a t i o n  and i n v e s t i g a t i o n  comtnir t e e ,  and I was appointled t o  t h a t  and 
we had mee t ings  i n  Chicago and E a s t  S t .  Lou i s ,  and v a r i o u s  p l a c e s  o v e r  
t h e  s t a t e .  

MansIkeTcl was q u i t e  a prorriotcr and h e  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  committee ought  
LO r c g u l a r e  a l l  t r u c k s ,  and one o f  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  was p u t  i n  t h e  com- 
m i t t e e ' s  r e p o r t  and e n a c t e d  i n t o  law was trhe requ i rement  t h a t  e v e r y  t r u c k  
be i n s p e c t e d ,  I t i t i n k ,  a n n u a l l y  and t h a t  i t  c a r r y  on t h e  s i d e  af i t  t h e  
n.3m o f  t h e  owner and h i s  a d d r e s s ,  Now, t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o v i s i o n  was 
des igned  t o  p revcn t  farm t h i e v e r y ,  nnmel y t h a t  any t r u c k  t h a t  didn' t-  have 
a  l o c a l  name on t h e  side t h a t  some f a r m e r  saw parkrcl a l o n g  a d a r k  c o u n t r y  
road  was s u b j e c ~  t o  s u s p i c i o n  a s  t o  whaL Lhe h e l l  Llwy are do ing  out 
t h c r c .  And i f  t h e r e  was a robbery i n  t h e  n e i g h b n r h o d  and t h e r c  was a 
n a m  o n  t he  t r u c k ,  t l x n  peoplc  p a s s i n g  by would remember who to suspect  
had per lormed a  r o b b e r y .  But t h a t  c r e a t e d  a l o t  of c r i t i c i s m  and I 
caught h e l l  lor j-t, But i t  was a durned good i d e a .  

And tl:,ln, i t  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  all t r u c k s  c a r r y  p u b l i c  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r -  
ance  and t h a t  caused a  l o r  of  k c l l ,  t o o .  

And t h c n ,  I h a t  l a w  a l s o  c r e a t e d  a  separa te  d i v i s i o n  under  t h e  S l l i n o k s  
Cotnmcrcc Conlrnission wllcrcby t r u c k s  t h a t  w e r e  o p e r a t e d  f o r  h i r e  were 
r e q u i r e d  t o  get  a permit  L O  t r a n s p o r t ,  f o r  h i r e ,  v a r i o u s  commodities.  
Trucks c:oztld o n l y  h a u l  such commocli t i e s  as they were a u t h o r i z e d  under  
t h e i r  c e r t i f i c a t e  o r  p e r m i t .  And i t  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  t h a t  f o r - h i r e  t r u c k s  
pusC r a t e s  w i t h  t l ic  Ill i n n i s  Comt~ercc Commission. 

Later o n ,  w h y ,  t h c s c  p r o v i s i o n s  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  r e q u i r i n g  a  t r u c k  t o  havc 
t i le  ndrnc o f  t h e  owner and h i s  address p a i n t e d  on t h e  s i d e  of i t  w a s  n o t  
enfol - red ,  and unen lo rced ,  and t h a t  i s  r r r t  p r e s e n t l y  t h e  law, o r  i f  i t  
i s  t h e  law, i t  certainly is  n o t  b e i n g  e n f o r c e d .  

( 2 :  Was th i s :  S ~ n a L o r  Mansf ie ld ,  you s a y ,  t h a t  w a s  . . . 
A: N o .  He  was n o t  a  s e n a t u r .  I t h i n k  his f i r s t  narnc was C h a r l i e  Mans- 
f i c l c l  and he'd always  been a  l o b b y i s t  t o r  v a r i o u s  t r u c k i n g  companies, and 
t l ic  v a r i o u s  t r u c k i n g  companies w a n t e d  everybody--that were engaged i n  f o r -  
h i r e  opera t ions - - they  wanted everybody i n  t h e  s t a t e  pu t  under  t h e  hammer, 
you might s a y .  You s e e ,  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t i m e ,  t h e r e  was no s u p e r v i s i o n  over 
l o r - h i r c  t r u c k i n g  nor  p o s t i n g  of  r a t e s  and s o  on ,  o t h e r  than  i n t e r s t a t e  
o p e r a t o r s ,  n o t h i n g  a s  t o  i n t r a s t t l t c .  Namely, t r u c k s  t h a t  o p e r a t e d  
s o l e l y  i n  Chc ro r i I ines  of l l l i n o  i s .  

Later o n ,  s h a r ~ l y  a f t e r  t h e  end 01 t h c  s~conc l  World War, t h e r e  was q u i t e  
a movement t o  havc al  L t r u r k s  i n s p e c t e d ,  a n d  t h c n  t h e  q u a s t i o n ,  of  c o u r s e ,  
of wLether a l l  t r u c k s  would be i n s p e c t e d  by t h e  s t a t e ,  o r  by p r i v a t e  
g a r a g e s .  And there  was a l o t  o f  f e e l i n g  about  t h a t .  It became v e r y  
impor tan t  CEicrl t o  a l l  p r i v a t e  garage operat lors  as t o  who was go ing  t o  do 
t h e  i n s p e c t i o n ,  p r ivaLe  g a r a g e s  or t h e  s t a r t .  highway depar tment .  

R a t h e r  tunny t h i n g ,  t h e  second World War was just :  o v e r  and I ' d  been 



o p e r a t i n g  a  c a r  about  f o u r  o r  f i v e  y e a r s  o l d .  During t h e  second World 
War, you know, you c o u l d n ' t  g e t  a  c a r  u n l e s s  you g o t  a  s p e c i a l  p e r m i t  
from some f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t o r y  o f f i c e  and,  r i g h t  a f t e r  t h e  war s t a r t e d ,  why, 
I wrecked my car and t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  I could  g e t ,  and d i d  g e t ,  was a 
Ford t h a t  had been i n  s t o r a g e  f o r  two y e a r s  and i t  wasn ' t  a  v e r y  good c a r .  
You know, i f  you s t o r e  a  new c a r ,  why, t h e r e  i s  some c r y s t a l l i z a t i o n  o f  
m e t a l  and t h e y  a r e  no t  v e r y  good c a r s .  

A t  any r a t e ,  I wanted a C a d i l l a c  and had t r i e d  t o  ge t  a  new C a d i a l l a c  a t  
Decatur  and Tay lor  v i l l e ,  and S p r i n g f i e l d  and J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  and had no 
s u c c e s s  whatever .  New c a r s  were a t  a premium, a l though  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
were o f f .  

Onc Monday a f t e r n o o n ,  I was s i t t i n g  h e r e  i n  my o f f i c e  and I was going i n  
t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  t h a t  even ing ,  and,  w i t h i n  f i f t e e n  o r  t h i r t y  minu tes ,  I 
r e c e i v e d  c a l l s  from t h e  C a d i l l a c  d e a l e r  a t  S p r i n g f i e l d  and Decatur ,  and 
T a y l o r v i l l e  and J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  T t h i n k  and t h e y  each s a i d  t h e y  cou ld  now 
do b u s i n e s s  w i t h  me, whereas,  p r i o r  t o  t h a t  t ime ,  why, t h e y  w e r e n ' t  
w i l l i n g  t o  do b u s i n e s s  w i t h  m e  under any c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  I wondered, 
"What t h e  h e l l ? "  When t h e  f i r s t  one c a l l e d  up,  I t o l d  h i m  that T"'d b e  
i n  t o  see ' e m .  

W e l l ,  1 got  i n t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  about 6 P.M. and was r e g i s t e r i n g  a t  t h e  
Abraham Lincoln  Hote l  and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  John Hruby of Chicago came by 
and h e  s a i d ,  "Say, John, when can w e  g e t  t o g e t h e r ? "  And I s a i d ,  "On 
what?" He  s a i d ,  "Oh, d i d n ' t  you know t h a t  you w e r e  a p p o i n t e d  w i t h  me 
t o  d r a f t  t h e  new automobi le  i n s p e c t i o n  l e g i s l a t i o f i ? "  I s a i d  no.  And 
I then  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  <John F r i b l e y ,  who had wanted a  new C a d i l l a c  p r i o r  
t o  t h a t  t ime ,  but  was t r e a t e d  l i k e  a poor r e l a t i o n ,  had now become a  
r a t h e r  important  f e l l o w  w i t h  t h e  d e a l e r s .  ( chuck les )  And s o ,  t h a t  i s  
why T g o t  a l l  t h e  f a s t  a c t i o n .  

Q: They l e a r n e d  t h a t  you were going t o  be  on t h i s  committee. 

A: Y e s .  Well, I c a l l e d  each of them up the n e x t  morning and t o l d  them 
t o  go t o  hell. I s a i d ,  "I was a bad hoy b e f o r e .  I'm s t i l l  a bad boy." 
( l a u g h t e r )  It was r a t h e r  funny. 

Q: How d i d  you come t o  be p icked  f o r  t h a t  committee? 

A: I d o n ' t  know. 1 was f a i r l y  w e l l  r e s p e c t e d  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  by t h e n .  
I n c i d e n t a l l y ,  t h e  b i l l  we d r a f t e d  p rov ided  f o r  i n s p e c t i o n  by bo th  
p r i v a t e  ga rages  and t h e  s ta te .  

Q: I see. 

A: But t h e n ,  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  n e v e r  d i d  go through and t h e y  s t i l l  have 
mandatory i n s p e c t i o n  of t r u c k s  bu t  you d o n ' t  have mandatory i n s p e c t i o n  of 
au tomobi les ,  a l t h o u g h  it probab ly  would b e ' a  p r e t t y  good law. 

Q: Back i n  1934 o r  1935, when you f i r s t  s t a r t e d  w i t h  t h e  roads  and high- 



A: Oh, j u s t  being a i a r p ~  boy. 1 m c a r ! ,  3 f e l l o w  I r o m  t h e  coun t ry .  

Q: Who w a s  Lhe l c n d e r s h i p  t h a t  appo in ted  you or; t h e  cominiltce? 

A?\: I t h i n k ,  .it t h a t  t ime ,  S e n a t o r  Richey V. Gra1i:m w a s  p r c s i d c n t  p r o  t e n  
of the Sena te  and,  i f  noL, i t  was Sena to r  Gcorgc Maypole. Hut 7 b a s  
always  on t11e r o a d s  and  h igl~ways iommitt~e. And then,  I: t l l ink  ;i \ . c o l d  yuu  
about  s p u ~ i s o r i n g  t l w  farm-to--n~arke: : oad law, a n d  th;t l  n a t u r a l l y  was 
heard  ,irtd c o n s i d e r e d  b e f o r e  t h a L  romnj : L W ,  

A: O h ,  Grorgc Maypole was presiJen~ pro  ~ e u .  H e  was froill Chirago.  H c  was 

when we had d c u r l t r v v e r s i a i  b i l l  b e i n g  coxisidered and v o t e d  on ! -hat ,  
n i n t !  t i m e s  o u t  of t e r ~ ,  t.he f i r s t  Chirragu man Lhnt w a s  c a l l e d  on r n l l  w l l ,  
i t  hc v o t e d  f o r  i t ,  yorl knew t h a t  y o u  w o u l d  rark up ahnut 18 o r  20 tnorc 
t h a t  would v o t e  f o r  it- because t h e  Chicago boyc,, 99 p e r c e n t  u I  t h e  t i inc,  
v o t e d  t h e  w a y  t h e  b o s s  s a i d ,  a n d  t h e  spokesman f o r  tlrr mayor of (%icagc 
was t h e  p r e s i d e n t  pro  tern. 

(2: And Maypole, tlien was [:he spokesmal-I for Chicago 

A: Yes. 

Q: P n r  Mayor S e l i y  i t  would have been a t  t h e  Liine, w a s  i t ?  

A :  T d o n ' t  krlow whether Kelly--1 t h i n k  Ke l ly  wds i n  a t  t h a t  t i m e .  Ycs. 
T h a t ' s  r i g l i t .  'l'hnt ' s rj gh t  , H c  w a s .  Maypole was (7 very h a n d s o w  nrdn, 
p r e t t y  good s p c a k e r  and a p r e t t y  smar t  f e l l ow ,  I ~ h i n k .  A l t h o u g h ,  a s  l 
t h i n k  1 t o l d  you, Chicago always s 2 r . t  down t h r e e  o r  Fol~r d a m  brillianL 
f e l l o w s ,  arid the rest of  them w e r e n ' t  so o u t s t a n d i n g ,  bur t h e y  always 
had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  f e l l o w s  who knew all. t h e  answers .  

Q: Who e l s e  b e s i d e s  Maypole a t  t l r a t  t i m e  w a s  o ; ~  t h e  b r i l l i a n t  l i s t ?  

A: Oh, Sena to r  Harold Ward, who l a t e r  became a c i r c u i t  judge up t h e r c .  
Haro ld  Ward was a b r i l l i a n t  man. 1 can t h i n k  o f  him. kid Sena to r  Tom 
Rearxe. And S e n a t o r  Tkley,  who l a t e r  became mayor. ilnd Scnatur Juhn Lee,  
who was a--preLty much o f  a l a b o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and v e r y  m a r l ,  Very 
smart and very s i n c e r e .  Everybody i n  downsta te  and Chicago had a high 
r e g a r d  f o r  the. s i n c e r i t y  01 Lee. 1 am n o t  d e c r y i n g  t h e  s i n c e r i t y  of- E-hc 
o t h e r  f e l l o w s ,  b u t  f r e q u e n t l y  t h e y  were j u s t  a l i t t l e  b i t  t i l t e d  toward 
t h e  Chicago v iewpoin t .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  ( c h u c k l e s )  Can yc~u remembcr any o f  t h e  s p e c i f i c  t h i n g s  
t h a t  any of these--say Tom Keane, f o r  example,  what was his pr imary  t h i n g  
t h a t  he w a s  push ing  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  



A: 011, I t h i n k  Tom Keane w a s  p r e t t y  much i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  
code.  (pause)  Tom Keane f r e q u e n t l y  had s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s ,  seemed t o  
m e ,  t h a t  he spoke f o r .  

Q: Any p a r t i c u l a r  ones  t h a t  you r e c a l l ?  

A: No, n o t  r i g h t  now. 

Q: How about  t h e  o t h e r s ?  Harold Ward . . . 
A: Harold  Ward, w e l l ,  he jus t  handled p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  of t h e  Chicago 
l e g i s l a t i o n .  

Q: In the  way o f  i n t r o d u c i n g  i t ,  you mean, o r  . . . 
A: I n t r o d u c i n g  and h a n d l i n g  i t  and speak ing  f o r  i t .  H e  was a v e r y  h i g h  
c l a s s  f e l l o w .  

Q: Did you e v e r  have any problems w i t h  t h e  Chicago b l o c ,  as i t  w e r e ,  any 
d i f f e r e n c e s  with them t h a t  caused you any problems. 

A: Well., I t o l d  you, I t h i n k ,  about  that expressway. 

Q: Yes, t h e  Congress Expressway. Were t h e r e  any o t h e r s ?  

A: Oh, I t h i n k  even back i n  t h o s e  days ,  we had q u a r r e l s  w i t h  them t h a t  
Chicago was g e t t i n g  t h e  l i o n ' s  s h a r e  of t h e  t a x e s ,  and g e t t i n g  t h e  Lions  
s h a r e  of s c h o o l  funds  and road  funds .  Downstate always seemed t o  f e e l  
t h a t  Chicago wanted more t h a n  t h e i r  s h a r e ,  and we had t o  watch them a 
L i t t l e  b i t .  Of course ,  we  cou ld  ou t -vo te  Chicago u n t i l  l e g i s l a t i v e  
reappor t ionment  went th rough .  

Q: Oh, I s e e .  Outweigh them, huh? 

A: Oh, yes .  They ended up w i t h  t h e  m a j o r i t y  v o t e s .  I wasn ' t  t h e r e  when 
t h a t  went th rough .  That went chrough . . . 
Q: I n  1953, I b e l i e v e  i t  w a s .  

A: I b e l i e v e  it w a s ,  y e s .  

Q: On t h i s  commission t h a t  you were appo in ted  t o .  Who d i d  t h a t ?  Was 
t h a t  Governor linrner o r  . . . 
A: Governor Horner might have had something t o  do w i t h  i t ,  b u t ,  a s  a 
g e n e r a l  t h i n g ,  t h e  members of any commission were appo in ted  by t h e  p r e s i -  
den t  o f  the Sena te ,  as t o  the  m a j o r i t y  members, and by t h e  m i n o r i t y  
l e a d e r ,  as t o  m i n o r i t y  members. 

Q: Wtlc else was on t h e  commission from t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ?  



A: On which commission? 

Q: The one i n  1 9 3 7 ,  ehe t r u c k ,  1 b e l i e v e  it was c a l l e d  t h e  Uniform Motor 
Vehic le  Laws Commission. 

A: Wcll, w a i t  j u s t  a second h e r e .  ( f i n d s  c l i p p i n g  i n  scrapbook)  Well, 
Sena tor  Lou Menges, o f  East  S t .  Lou is ,  was chairman and Sena tor  Simon 
Lantz  o f  C o n g e r v i l l e .  From t h e  House, t h e r e  was R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F. W. 
"Wood" Lewis of Robinson; R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  George Bauer o f  Effingham; and  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Louis  E. Lewis of C h r i s t o p h e r ,  h e  was speaker  of t h e  House 
at one t i m e ;  and K e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Thomas Brennan o f  Rock I s l a n d .  I d o n ' t  
know--now, t h e r e  were ocher members of t h e  Sena te  but I don't  t h i n k  I 
can--George Maypole was a member, and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Dave Hunter  of Rock- 
f o r d  and . . . Sena tor  Harold G.  Ward was on t h a t  committee. 

Q: (pause)  Where d i d  t h e  conlmitte.e meet? You named t h r e e  p l a c e s ,  I 
b e l i e v e .  

A: W e l l ,  o u r  f i r s t  mee t ing  w a s  a t  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  
at: East  S t .  Lou is ,  and a n o t h e r  one a t  H a r r f s b u r g ,  and t h e r e  may have been 
a mect ing at Anna, and t h e r e  w a s  a n o t h e r  mee t ing  a t  Champaign, and Chicago, 
s e v e r a l  mee t ings ,  and I t h i n k  t h e r e  was a meet ing a t  P e o r i a ,  and Rock 
I s l a n d .  Now, I: may have missed some. T h a t ' s  a l o n g  whi le  ago. 

Q: Yes, s ir .  What were t h e y ?  Hear ings  t o  have peop le  . . . 
A: A t  t h e s e  meet ings ,  why, Mansf ie ld ,  who was s e c r e t a r y  of t h e  commission, 
would g e t  a bunch o f  s p e a k e r s  and a d v e r t i s e  i t  q u i t e  a b i t  and have 
q u i t e  a few fa rmers  and t r u c k e r s  t h e r e ,  and h e  always asked t h i s  q u e s t i o n :  
"Would you sooner  have the  regulatory body be  a s p e c i a l  body, o r  would you 
want it  r e g u l a t e d  by t h e  commerce coinmission t h a t  r e g u l a t e s  t h e  rai l-  
roads?"  Of c o u r s e ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  t h e  t r u c k e r s  s a i d ,  " H e l l ,  no." They 
d i d n ' t  want a n y t h i n g  t o  do w i t h  r a i l r o a d s .  And my r e c o l l e c t i o n  is  t h a t  
t h e  f i r s t  l aw t h a t  was passed  c r e a t e d  a s e p a r a t e  commission o r  bureau 
but: which was l a t e r  j o i n e d  on to--as an  adjunct- - to  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Commerce 
Commis s f o n .  

(2: Was t h e r e  much o p p o s i t i o n  t o  be ing  r e g u l a t e d ?  

A: No. Not: a t  t h e  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s ,  bu t  when t h e  t r u c k e r s  found ou t  t h a t  
t h e  law, as adop ted  by t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  provided t h a t  all t r u c k s  had t o  
be i n s p e c t e d  and t h e i r  name and a d d r e s s  p a i n t e d  on t h e  s i d e  of t h e  t r u c k ,  
why, anyone t h a t  owned a pick-up t r u c k ,  and darned n e a r  everygody had a 
pick-up t r u c k ,  you know--well, t h e y  b i t c h e d  t o  high heaven. They d i d n ' t  
l i k e  i t  a b i t .  They had a p r o t e s t  meet ing a t  Assumption and I went,  and 
I caught h e l l  t h a t  n i g h t .  

Q: Who was l e a d i n g  the  group t h e r e ?  

A: Well ,  a couple  o f  f e l l o w s  t h a t  la ter  became awful good clients of  
mine. Onc o f  them wanted t o  whip m e  t h a t  n i g h t .  ( l a u g h t e r )  But t h e y  



r e a l l y  s i n g e d  my h i d e  i n  t h e i r  remarks. Well, I spoke,  but  my remarks 
were p r e t t y  much r e c e i v e d  w i t h  j e e r s  and t a u n t s .  

Q: What were t h e i r  p o i n t s ,  main p o i n t s  . . . 

A: Well, t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  have t o  spend t h e  money f o r  having t h e i r  
t r u c k  i n s p e c t e d ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t o  go t o  t h e  t r o u b l e  of hav ing  
t h e  s i g n  p a i n t e d  on t h e  s i d e ,  and t h e y  d i d n ' t  l i k e  t h e  i d e a  of hav ing  
t o  c a r r y  p u b l i c  l i a b i l i t y  i n s u r a n c e .  

Q: Well, t h e n ,  l e t f s  s e e ,  as a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s  an a c t  
drawn up,  as I unders tand  i t .  

A: Y e s .  

Q: Who drew up t h a t  a c t ?  

A: I r a t h e r  t h i n k  t h a t  a  rough d ra f t  was p r e p a r e d  by Mansf ie ld  and 
t h e n  everybody read  i t  then and added on s u g g e s t i o n s  t o  i t  and p robab ly  
t h e n  it was handed t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  Reference Bureau t o  draw t h e  f i n a l  
b i l l .  

Q: Then a f t e r  t h a t  b i l l  was drawn up, who i n t r o d u c e d  i t ,  do you recal l?  

A: I t h i n k  a l l  t h e  Sena te  members i n t r o d u c e d  i t  i n  t h e  Sena te  and a l l  t h e  
House members of t h e  commission i n t r o d u c e d  t h e  House h i l l .  

Q: I see. Then I guess  committee h e a r i n g s  were h e l d  t h e n  on t h e  b i l l  
i t s e l f .  

A: Yes. But t h e  committee meet ings  n e v e r  c r e a t e d  muc-h of  any p a r t i c u l a r  
q u a r r e l i n g ,  a s  I r e c a l l  now. The Farm Bureau was i n  f a v o r  of i t .  

L a t e r  on, why, I handled t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n c r e a s i n g  t r u c k  l i c e n s e  f e e s  
and t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  gas  t a x  i n  t h e  1949 and 1952 s e s s i o n s .  

Q: Who was r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of t h e  Farm Bureau i n  S p r i n g f i e l d  at  t h a t  t ime ,  
do you r e c a l l ?  

A: W e l l ,  t h e y  had two o r  t h r e e  men. The a t t o r n e y  and l o b b y i s t  f o r  t h e  
I l l i n o i s  A g r i c u l t u r e  A s s o c i a t i o n  was Pau l  Mathias, and h e  was v e r y  f r i e n d -  
l y ,  v e r y  unders tandab le .  H e  knew your p o s i t i o n  o r  t h e  t h i n g s  that would 
embarrass  your  p o s i t i o n  o r  embarrass  t h e  p o s i t i o n  he wanted you t o  t a k e .  
Be was never demanding. He  was, I t h o u g h t ,  a v e r y  b r i l l i a n t  man, but  
h e  never  would i n d i c a t e  i t ,  e x c e p t  you j u s t  had t o  be  around him and work 
w i t h  h i m .  They had a f e l l o w  by t h e  name o f  Cox, and h e  was p r e t t y  much 
t h e  same way. I never d i d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h i n k  t o o  much of t h e  g e n e r a l  
l e a d e r s h i p  of the I l l i n o i s  A g r i c u l t u r a l  A s s o c i a t i o n .  I always had t h e  
i d e a  t h a t  maybe t h e y  p layed  p o l i t i c s ,  b u t  probably  I ' m  wrong. 

Q: L e t ' s  see, a s  f a r  as t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  was concerned,  t h e n ,  you were i n -  
vo lved  w i t h  t h e  t r u c k s  i n  1937 and 1938 and a g a i n  i n  1951  with t r u c k  



l i c e n s i n g .  

A: Y e p .  

Q: D i d  you have any problems w i t h  g e t t i n g  the  t r u c k  l i c e n s e s  i n c r e a s e d ?  

A: Oh, l o r d ,  yes .  You s e e ,  t h e  road system, t h e  primary road  sys tem i n  
I l l i n o i s ,  was--history,  I t h i n k ,  w i l l  show t h a t  Governor Frank Lowden 
f i r s t  had t h e  i d e a  and I t h i n k  i t  w a s  under Lowden t h a t  the  $40,000,000 
bond i s s u e  w a s  f i r s t  passed  t o  b u i l d  a system of ha rd  r o a d s ,  o r  c o n c r e t e  
highways, and t h o s e  were s t a r t e d  be ing  b u i l t  about  1921, o r  1922. But 
Len Small fo l lowed  Frank Lowden, and h e  adopted Lowden's i d e a s .  I t h i n k  
i t  was under him t h a t  t h e y  put through t h e  $60,000,000 bond i s s u e .  

You s e e ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  you could  b u i l d  a m i l e  o f  c o n c r e t e  road,  a s  I 
r e c a l l ,  f o r  around $17,000. And t h a t  go t  up, i n  S tevenson ' s  t i m e  t o  
$100,000 t o  $250,000 and now, I guess ,  i t  w i l l  run a m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  a 
m i l e ,  o r  da rn  n e a r ,  t o  b u i l d  a road.  T don ' t  know. 

At any r a t e ,  t h e  road system was going t o  p o t .  Chuck h o l e s  and every-  
t h i n g  e l s e .  You s e e ,  I l l i n o i s  i s  a  p e c u l i a r  state. Now, i n  I n d i a n a ,  
t h e y  d o n ' t  have v e r y  much good, b lack  s o i l  t h a t  h a s  any dep th .  A l o t  
o f  t h e i r  r o a d s ,  t h e  s u r f a c e  i s  n o t  v e r y  many f e e t  from bedrock.  See,  
I l l i n o i s  s o i l ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  i s  u n d e r l a i d  w i t h  c l a y .  Now, i n  Iowa, you 
g e t  i n t o  a s a n d i e r  s u b s o i l .  Michigan and Wisconsin have sandy s u b s o i l .  
But I l l i n o i s ,  we have t o  spend so  darned much money f o r  a  base  and we 
have t o  b u i l d  b r i d g e s ,  and t h e y  a r e  b i g  b r i d g e s ,  and t h a t  i s  n o t  something 
t h e  su r rounding  s t a t e s  have t o  worry abou t .  We have a  l o t  of f r e e z i n g  
and thawing,  whereas you go down s o u t h ,  t h e y  d o n ' t  have f r e e z i n g  and thaw- 
i n g  and i t  d o e s n ' t  t e a r  up your roads .  You g e t  up i n t o  Wisconsin and 
Michigan,  why, t h e n  it g e t s  c o l d ,  i t  s t a y s  c o l d .  But h e r e  we f r e e z e  and 
thaw. 

I n  o t h e r  words, 1 heard  a f e l l o w  from o u t  e a s t  say t h a t  t h e  main t h i n g  
i n  b u i l d i n g  roads  is  d r a i n a g e ,  d r a i n a g e ,  d r a i n a g e .  And, i n  o r d e r  t o  ge t  
d r a i n a g e  here i n  I l l i n o i s ,  we have t o  b u i l d  a  good s u b s u r f a c e ,  because  
o u r  w a t e r  d o e s n ' t  s i n k  down and d ry  o u t .  Our w a t e r  j u s t  s i n k s  and s t a y s ,  
p r e t t y  much, a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e o r y .  

W e l l ,  a t  any r a t e ,  Governor Stevenson had wanted t o  r a i s e  money t o  b u i l d  
up t h e  r o a d s ,  renew r o a d s  and r e p a i r  them and s o  on,  and needed many 
m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s .  And t o  g e t  t h a t ,  why, we had t w o  o r  t h ree  t h i n g s  t o  
c o n s i d e r .  One was i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  t r u c k  l i c e n s e  f e e s ,  and t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g  
w a s  i n c r e a s i n g  t he  gas  t a x  from 3 ~  t o  5 ~ ,  a s  I r e c a l l .  And, a t  t h a t  t ime ,  
t h e  s t a t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o v e r  around Marsha l l ,  I l l i n o i s ,  I b e l i e v e ,  was 
John L .  Lewis, o r  John Lewis. He w a s  l a t e r  s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e  f o r  awhi le ,  
and John Lewis was an a u c t i o n e e r  and h e  had a  p a i r  o f  l u n g s  w i t h  which he  
could make a h e l l  o f  a speech  and make i t  loud .  And t h e y  had q u i t e  a few 
h e a r i n g s  o v e r  the state and 1 was a t  those h e a r i n g s .  

A t  any rate, I knew that we had t o  g e t  t h e  money and, i n  o r d e r  t o  g e t  t h e  



money, somebody had t o  b e a r  t h e  expense .  And as t o  t h e  major t r u c k  
l i n e s ,  wi th  t h e i r  b i g g e r  t r u c k s ,  t h o s e  t h a t  loaded weighed up t o  
72,000 pounds,were a g a i n s t  a n y  i n c r e a s e  i n  l i c e n s e  f ees .  I d o n ' t  t h i n k  
any of them w a s  paying more t h a n  a l i c e n s e  f e e  of abou t  $350 a y e a r  and,  
a t  one t i m e ,  t h e  b f l l  was go ing  t o  push o t h e r  l icenses  up t o  $2500 o r  
more. And, oh, t h e y  j u s t  about  came s i c k !  

And s o ,  t o  add i n s u l t  t o  i n j u r y ,  Stevenson was governor  but we had a 
Republ-ican m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  Sena te  and a Republ ican m a j o r i t y  i n  t h e  House. 
The b i l l ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  was i n t r o d u c e d  by S e n a t o r  Connors, from Chicago, 
and myself .  See, Connors w a s  Democrat f l o o r  l e a d e r ,  t h e  m i n o r i t y  f l o o r  
l e a d e r ,  and Sena tor  Wallace Thompson, a Republ ican from Galesburg,  was 
m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r .  And, a l t h o u g h  Wallace Thompson was v e r y  smar t ,  and 
o c c a s i o n a l l y  mean a s  h e l l ,  h e  was a p r e t t y  h o n e s t  man. Rut we had a h e l l  
u f  a t i m e .  

Now, t h e  Farm Bureau go t  i n t o  t h e  f i g h t .  They were i n  f a v o r  o f  Steven- 
s o n ' s  b i l l  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  gas  t a x  by 3~ and s u b s t a n t i a l l y  i n c r e a s i n g  t r u c k  
l i c e n s e  f e e s .  And t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  that Stevenson w a s  governor ,  why, a t  
t h e  t ime  t h a t  I wanted t h e  Farm Bureau t o  a c t ,  thc p r e s i d e n t  o f  i t ,  l i v e d  
o v e r  a t  S u l l i v a n ,  was o u t  o f  town. He had promised t o  h e l p  l i n e  up h i s  
county o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  work on t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  l e g i s l a t o r s .  T t r i e d  
t o  r e a c h  h i m ,  and Stevenson t r i e d  t o  reach  him, by phone. H e  w a s  i n  
Washington. The c r u c i a l  v o t e  was t o  come up on a Monday, I b e l i e v e ,  
b e f o r e  a Thursday adjournment i n  1949. June 30 came, I t h i n k  on a 
Thursday.  At any r a t e ,  t h e  p r e s i d e n t  01 t h e  Farm Bureau o v e r  h e r e  a t  
S u l l i v a n  was supposed t o  g e t  back l a t e  t h e  p r e v i o u s  Sa tu rday  n i g h t .  

So on Sunday morning, about  f i v e  o ' c l o c k  i n  t h e  morning, I w a s  o v e r  a t  
S u l l i v a n  t o  see h i m .  And he came o u t  i n  his pajamas,  and b a r e  f e e t ,  land 
we sa t  on h i s  back po rch  and d i s c u s s e d  how we were going t o  p u t  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  th rough .  H e  s i n c e r e l y  promised m e  t h a t  h e  would s e e  t h a t  
t e l e g r a m s  went o u t  t o  t h e  p r e s i d e n t s  of t h e  v a r i o u s  county farm bureaus  
t o  c o n t a c t  t h e i r  l e g i s l a t o r s ,  a s k i n g  them t o  suppor t  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  gas 
t a x  and t r u c k  l i c e n s e  f e e  h i l l s .  Well ,  h e  d i d n ' t  do i t .  And we go t  
h e a t ,  but  two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  why t h e  t h i n g  passed.  

And, o f  c o u r s e ,  John Lewis w a s  j u s t  f i g h t i n g  t h e  h e l l  o u t  of i t ,  and a 
l o t  o f  boys from Chicago--there may have been some " f e t c h e r "  money o u t  on 
i t .  By t h a t  I mean t h e r e  may have been some money r a i s e d  by t r u c k i n g  
companies t o  b e a t  i t ,  1 d o n ' t  know. 

But,  a t  any r a t e ,  i t  passed and,  a s  a p a r t  of t h a t  g e n e r a l  d e a l ,  we  a l s o  
had l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  would d i v i d e  up t h e  gas  tax  d o l l a r .  I n  o t h e r  words, 
w e  d i d  away w i t h  t h e  annua l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  farm-to-market road  
b i l l s ,  which was a g e n e r a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  Lo t h e  v a r i o u s  townships  i n  t h e  
s ta te .  

And w e  had a meet ing o v e r  a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  mansion, i n  the  basement, 
w i t h  Governor Stevenson p r e s i d i n g .  It was supposed t o  s tart  about  e i g h t  



o ' c l o c k  and a t  t h a t  meering was t h e  head o f  t h e  County Highway Engineers  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  Township IIighway Commissioners A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  C i t y  
01 Chicago r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  r h e  Cook County r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  and t h e  high-  
way depar tment ,  and Sena tor  Connors and myself  from t h e  Senate--see, he 
r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Chicago s e n a t o r s  and 1 r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  downsta te  Democrat 
senators--and Jimmy Ryan r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  Chicago s ta te  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  
and Paul Powel l ,  who w a s  s p e a k e r  of t h e  House, r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  downsta te  
Democrat r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  There  must have been f i f t e e n  o r  twenty peop le  
t h e r e  and t h e  damned mee t ing  l a s t e d  many h o u r s .  ( l aughs)  I t h i n k  Gover- 
n o r  Stevenson had t h e  t h e o r y  t h a t  i f  you keep  peop le  up l o n g  enough, keep 
them t h e r e  on t h e  j o b  t h e y  w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  come t o  a d e c i s i o n .  Ile 
was a p r e t t y  c l e v e r  o p e r a t o r .  The darned meet ing s t a r t e d  about  e i g h t  
o ' c l o c k  and it wasn ' t  till t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e a r l y  n o r n i n g  t h a t  t h e  meet ing 
broke up.  Rut,  by t h a t  t ime ,  wc had agreed  on l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  d i v i d e d  
t h e  t a x  d o l l a r .  So niuch t o  townships  and s o  much t o  t h e  downsta te  coun- 
t i es  and s o  much t o  t h e  C i t y  of Chicago,so much t o  t h e  County of Cook, 
and s o  much t o  t h e  s t a r e  highway depar tment .  

Q: Weren't m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n  Chicago . . . 
A: Yes. And r n u n i c i p a l i t i c s ,  t o o .  Downstate m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  I l e f t  
t h o s e  o u t .  There was a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  t h e r e  from t h e  downsta te  munici-  
p a l i t i e s .  O r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s .  And 1 a l s o  remember t h a t  I was a w f u l l y  
happy t h a t  w e  f i n a l l y  f i n i s h e d  i t .  But I can very w e l l  remember walking 
o v e r  t o  t h e  Abraham Linco ln  Hote l  wirh  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Jimmy Ryan f rom 
Chicago, a t  f o u r - t h i r t y  i n  t h e  morning, and t h e  sun was coming up. 
( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: From e i g h t  o ' c l o c k  t h e  n i g h t  b e f o r e .  

A: Y e s .  It w a s  a h e l l  o f  a l o n g  s e s s i o n .  

Q: Yes, s i r .  

A: But t h e n ,  w e  s t i l l  had t o  look  Lor some v o t e s  because  some o f  t h e  
Chicago Democrats were n o t  ve ry  s t r o n g l y  i n  f a v o r  of i t  because  t h e y  had 
t r u c k i n g  c o n s t i t u e n t s  t h a t  were screaming t o  high heaven. So I can 
remember i n  t h e  Sena te  t h a t  we needed Republ icans  and I met w i t h  Wallace 
Thompson, who was m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r ,  who d i d n ' t  hit it  o f f  worth a damn 
w i t h  S e n a t o r  Connors, wllo was t h e  m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r .  But I can remember 
o f  going i n t o  Wallace Thompson's o f f i c e  t h e  n c x t  day o r  s o  and c a l k i n g  
t o  him f o r  p robab ly  h a l f  o r  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  of a n  hour ,  and he was meaner 
t h a n  h e l l  because he  wasn ' t  i n v i t e d  t o  t h i s  meet ing o v e r  a t  t h e  mansion. 
( l aughs)  

Q: O h ,  he had n o t ?  

A: And I t o l d  him, "Wallace, damn i t ,  y o u ' r e  s o  cranky." T s a i d ,  "That 
was a meet ing where we were t r y i n g  t o  a r b i t r a t e  and reach  a compromise." 
And I kidded him a l o n g  and f i n a l l y  he agreed  w i t h  m e  t h a t  i t  was an  
i n t e l l i g e n t  s e t t l e m e n t  of t h e  a l l o c a t i o n s  and we shook hands on it and h e  



promised t o  throw h i s  weight .  And h e  s a i d ,  " ~ o h n , "  h e  s a i d ,  "a c o n s t i t u -  
e n t  o f  mine s e n t  m e  a b o t t l e  of--" I f o r g e t  what i t  was, but  o f  damned 
good Scotch "--and b e f o r e  we break up," he s a i d ,  "I t h i n k  we ought  t o  
open t h a t  b o t t l e  and have a  d r i n k  o r  s o  t o  memoria l ize  o u r  agreement." 
And we d i d .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

SESSION 5 ,  TAPE 9 ,  SIDE 2 

A: You know, a funny t h i n g ,  a t  t h a t  t ime  t h e r e  was a l o t  o f  d i s c u s s i o n  
about--1 t h i n k  i t  was t h e  so -ca l l ed  "Pennsylvania Experiment." I may be 
wrong on t h e  s t a t e  b u t ,  f o r  many y e a r s ,  t h e r e  had been a  s t r i p  of road ,  
w e ' l l  s a y  two m i l e s  long ,  and p a r t  of it  was c o n c r e t e  and p a r t  o f  i t  was 
Kentucky n a t u r a l  rock a s p h a l t  s u r f a c e d  and p a r t  of i t  was a s o r t  o f  a  
monkey-mixed a s p h a l t .  And t h e n ,  t h e r e  were v a r i o u s  o t h e r  t y p e s  and g rades  
o f  road ,  and p a r t  of it  had a  twelve-inch t h i c k n e s s  and p a r t  01 i t  had a  
t en- inch  t h i c k n e s s .  And p a r t  o f  i t  had a  s u b s u r f a c e  base of  a c e r t a i n  
k i n d  and a c e r t a i n  t h i c k n e s s .  Engineers  from a l l  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t r y  were 
watching it t o  s e e  which worked ou t  t h e  b e s t ,  m a t e r i a l w i s e ,  t h i c k n e s s -  
w i s e ,  and base  t h i c k n e s s w i s e ,  but t h e r e  never  was a  r e p o r t  on t h a t .  
Now, t h a t ' s  been twenty o r  t h i r t y  y e a r s  ago,  and i f  t h a t  s o - c a l l e d  test  
road  e v e r  had a  r e p o r t  on i t ,  I don ' t  know. I j u s t  t h i n k  somebody th rew 
away t h e  r e p o r t .  

Q: Was t h i s  i n  Pennsylvania ,  you s a y ,  o r  . . . 
A: I t h i n k  i t  was i n  Pennsylvania .  

Q: There was a  t e s t  road b u i l t  up j u s t  w e s t  o 1  S p r i n g f i e l d .  Do you 
r e c a l l  t h a t ?  

A: Y e s .  Was t h a t  about  a mile road ,  o r  q u a r t e r  of a  m i l e ?  

Q: Something o f  t h a t  n a t u r e .  O f  v a r i o u s  t y p e s  . . . 
A: On t h e  road t o  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  wasn ' t  i t ,  as I r e c a l l ?  

Q: Yes. Were you invo lved  w i t h  t h a t  i n  any way? 

A: No. I knew of  i t ,  but  I wasn ' t  invo lved  w i t h  i t .  

9:  Can you t h i n k  of any o t h e r  o c c a s i o n s  when you worked w i t h  Wallace 
Thompson ? 

A: No, n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Wallace was a ,  i n  my o p i n i o n ,  was, number one,  
he  was s m a r t e r  t h a n  a h e l l  of  a lot--mast o f  t h e  boys ,  e s p e c i a l l y  myse l f .  
H e  was very  c u r t  and a b r u p t .  H e  had an awfu l  n i c e  wife and I en joyed  h e r  
a l o t ,  v e r y  w e l l  educa ted  l a d y .  I n  g e n e r a l ,  we got  a l o n g  p r e r t y  good, I 
t h i n k .  A t  least ,  h e  never  chewed my t a i l  o u t  t o o  much. 



Q: Did h e  have a h a b i t  of doing t h a t  w i t h  o t h e r  peop le?  

A: Well ,  h e  cou ld  be awful a b r u p t .  

Q: ( l a u g h s )  Would t h i s  be  on t h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  Sena te?  

A: Yes, s ir .  

Q: Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  o c c a s i o n s  when he . . . 
A ,  Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  But t h e  average Democrat, e s p e c i a l l y  Rotchy-- 
W i l l i a m  J .  Connors, h i s  nickname was Botchy--and a l o t  of Chicago Demo- 
c r a t  s e n a t o r s ,  and a  l o t  o f  downs ta te r s ,  h a t e d  h i s  g u t s .  I Chink 
t h a t ' s  t r u e ,  and some of t h e  Republ icans  d i d ,  b u t  nobody could  e v e r  
d e r o g a t e  h i s  a b i l i t y  n o r  h i s  hones ty .  He was s m a r t .  Damned smart. 

Q: Why d i d  B i l l  Connors p i c k  up the  name Botchy, do you know? 

A: I d o n ' t  know. 

Q: ( l a u g h s )  How was he  t o  work w i t h ?  

A: Oh, B i l l  w a s  okay . . . B i l l  Connors always t r e a t e d  me n i c e .  A t  t h e  
second s e s s i o n  of S tevenson ' s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  s e v e r a l  Chicago f e l l o w s  
and a l l  of t h e  downsta te  Democrats I b e l i e v e ,  wanted me t o  go f o r  t h e  
m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r .  And word go t  o u t  and Sena tor  Connors t o l d  me t h a ~  he 
had a daughte r  t h a t  was blossoming our i n  t h e  t e l e v i s i o n  i n d u s t r y ,  which 
was s t a r t i n g  up p r e t t y  much then ,  and h e  begged tnc n o t  t o  run a g a i n s t  
him. I wouldn' t  s a y  begged me, he asked me n o t  t o .  And f r a n k l y ,  I 
d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h a t  I could  have b e a t e n  him anyway. 

Q: Who was t h i s  now? 

A: Beaten Sena tor  Connors f o r  m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r .  

Q: Wasn't i t  about  t h a t  t i m e  t h a t  L i b o n a t i  a l s o  wanted t o  g e t  invo lved  
t h e r e  ? 

A: L i b o n a t i  d id .  Well, as a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  I t h i n k  Libby was one of 
t h e  f e l l o w s  t h a t  sugges red  I push f o r  it. Maybe Libby was want ing me 
t o  throw him my v o t e .  You c o u l d n ' t  say  t h a t  anybody owned Lihby. He 
w a s  j u s t  a h e l l  of  a  n i c e  Buy, v e r y  emot iona l ,  sympathe t i c  t o  any cause  
when anybody was g e t t i n g  k i c k e d  around. But,  t o  be Lloor l e a d e r ,  you've 
g o t  t o  work l i k e  h e l l  t o  be a good one o r  have some danged good men under 
you t h a t  a r e  working. 

Q: What t y p e s  o f  t h i n g s ,  what t y p e s  o f  work, wha t  do you mean? 

A: Well, b e t n g  a b l e  t o  e x p l a i n  p r o p e r l y  what t he  governor wanted,  i n  
t h e  d e f e a t i n g  o r  p a s s i n g  of l e g i s l a t i o n .  See,  A d l a i  Stevenson,  when he  
was governor ,  e v e r y  Sunday n i g h t ,  : m e r a l l y ,  we would meet t h e r e  a t  t h e  



mansion and have d i n n e r  and t h e n ,  about  as soon a s  d i n n e r  was o v e r  w i t h ,  
we would go d o w n s t a i r s  t o  h i s  o f f i c e  and h e  would have t h e r e  S e n a t o r  
Connors and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Powell  and Jimmy Ryan and myse l f ,  Downstate 
and Chirago l e a d e r s  i n  t h e  S c n a t e  and t h e  House, who were Democrats. 
And, i f  d u r i n g  t h e  week, why, we had some major b i l l  a f f e c t i n g  a g r i c u l -  
Lure, f o r  i n s t a n c e ,  coming, t h e n  h e  would have t h e  d i r e c t o r  of t h e  
department 01 a g r i c u l t u r e ,  o r ,  i f  highways,  lie would have t h e  s u p e r i n -  
t e n d e n t  o f  t h e  department o f  highways. And we would d i s c u s s  how we were 
going L O  handle  it  and,  i f  t h e r e  was something t h a t  had t o  be b e a t e n ,  i f  
we knew t h e  o p p o s i t i o n  w a s  p u t t i n g  up a b i l l  t h a t  Stevenson wanted t o  
b e n t ,  we d i s c u s s e d  how we would amend i t  and t a k e  t h e  u n l i k a b l e  p o r t i o n  
o u t ,  o r  what speeches  we  would make t o  b e a t  i t ,  s e e .  That was a l l  framed 
i n  ahead of t i m e .  And t h o s e  durned meet ings  g e n e r a l l y  l a s t e d  t i l l  
midnight ,  sometimes l a t e r .  

Q: Can you ~ h i n k  o f  an  example o f  something t h a t  was d i s c u s s e d  a t  one of 
t h e s e  mee t ings?  We mentioned t h e  MFT h e r e ,  a t  a n o t h e r  t y p e  meet ing 
t h e r e .  

A: Well, o f fhand ,  t h e r e  were s o  durned many . . . W e l l ,  I mentioned t h e  
g a s  tax  and t r u c k i n g  l i c e n s e  i n c r e a s e s .  I remember one t ime  some s c h o o l  
b i l l  some n u t  was h a n d l i n g  and--you s e e ,  Stevenson always had b r i g h t  
boys from h i s  o f f i c e  t h a t  would s i t  up i n  t h e  Scna te  balcony and watch 
what went on.  And then t h e y  w o u l d  a l s o  have a c c e s s  t o  t h e  f l o o r  and 
b r i n g  i n  s t u f f  t o  you. And t h a t  was t h e  same ch in8  i n  t h e  House. And 
I remember some b i l l  came up, something t o  do w i t h  s c h o o l s ,  I d o n ' t  
remember what i t  was now, b u t  we had d i s c u s s e d  i t  t h e  Sunday o r  Monday 
n i g h t  b e f o r e  at: t h e  mansion, and I conceived t h e  i d e a  t h a t  by v o t i n g  f o r  
a c e r t a i n  amendment, which I wasn ' t  s u p p o s ~ d  t o  v o t e  f o r ,  t h a t  I could  
g e t  some h e l p  on k i l l i n g  it on f i n a l  passage ,  w11i ch t h e  Governor wanted 
done. And t h e  i d e a  j u s t  occur red  t o  me t h e  a f t e r n o o n  t h e  t h i n g  was up, 
t h a t  i f  I didn'tl f i g h t  t h e  amcndtnent t o o  h a r d  and v o t e d  f o r  t h e  amendment, 
1 s t o n d  a b e t t e r  chance o f  d e f e a t i n g  t h e  h i l l  on f i n a l  passage  t h e  n e x t  
day. So, I went a g a i n s t  my i n s t r u c t i o n s  and vo ted  f o r  i t .  And i m e d -  
i a t e l y  one o f  t h e s e  boys from up i n  t h e  balcony came b a r r e l i n g  down t o  
t h e  Senate  f l o o r  and j u s t  a t e  my a s s  o u t .  And I t o l d  him, "J t h i n k  t h i s  
is t h e  w i s e  t h i n g  t o  do," and he  s a i d ,  "Well, t h e  governor  d o e s n ' t  and I 
d o n ' t . "  And I s a i d ,  "I d o n ' t  g i v e  a datnn what you t h i n k  and," J s a i d ,  
"1'11 be a b l e  t o  s a t i s f y  t h e  governor as t o  my p o s i t i o n . "  So, t h a t  even- 
i n g ,  I went down and t a l k e d  t o  t h e  governor and t o l d  him why I had changed 
my p o s i t i o n ,  and he agreed  w i t h  me t h a t  i t  was a wise  t h i n g  t o  do. T h e  
n e x t  day,  I was a h l c  t o  k i l l  t h e  b i l l  which I d o n ' t  b e l i e v e  I would have 
been a b l e  t o  do it il 1 had blew my s t a c k  on thc- amendment the day before .  

You s e e ,  t h e r e  could  be a s i t u a t i o n  develop,  e n m i t i e s  would develop,  
and j u s t  "bingo" and you had t o  move f a s t ,  and f o r t u n a t e l y  I moved t h e  
r i g h t  way bccausc we g o t  o u r  own way  i n  t h e  l o n g  run.  Sometimes you 
g e t  a w l u l l y  damned dumb. That was one 01  t h c  t imes  I was s m a r t e r  t h a n  
u s u a l .  (laughter) 1 wasn ' t  t o o  smart any t ime.  

Q: In  r e g a r d  t o  caucuses ,  were you invo lved  very  o f t e n  i n  a caucus? 



A: Yes. Caucuses would be c a l l e d  iT t h e  m a j o r i t y  of m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r ,  
w h i c h e v e r - - w h e n  t h e  Democrats were i n  a majority o r  i n  minor i ty-- i f  
t h e r e  was something t h a t  came up t h a t  t h c  Democrats d i d n ' t  l i k e ,  or 
d i d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  l i k ~ ,  and t h e y  wanted t o  c o ~ m t  n o s e s  and s e e  i f  t h e y  
cou ld  g e t  t h e  v o t e s  t o  pass i t  o r  g e t  t h e  v o t c s  t o  d e f e a t  i t .  In o t h e r  
words, t h e y  wanted t o  l ine  up t h e i r  ranks  to sec what o u r  p o s i t i o n  was 
going t o  be  and wht2tht.r everybody e l s e  h a s  going t o  t a k e  t h a t  p o s i t i o n .  
And t h e y "  have t h e  caucus and g e i i e r a l l y  somebody from t h e  g o v e r n o r ' s  
c f f i c c ,  o r  somebody Lrom t h c  s c c r e t z r y  o f  s~aic's o f f i c e - - s e e ,  as a 
g e n e r a l  t h i n g ,  I l l i n o i s  a lways had  a Democrat s e c r e t a r y  of  s t a t e ,  except  
f o r  a few vacancies, and rhen n o t  f o r  1.ong. And t h e y ' d  have a Democrat 
goverrior o r  a Republ ican &overnor .  Now, i f  ~ h c  scc r ' e t a ry  o f  s t a t e  w a s  a 
Democrat and t h e  governor  was a Democrat, t h e y  g e n e r a l l y   go^ a l o n g  La i r -  
l y  we1 1 , al thuugl l  tlherc were b r e a c h e s  between them. But,  as  a general  
t h i n g ,  what would prornnLe caucuscs  woul d b e  a Kcpublican governor push- 
i n g  I o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  and a Democrat s e c r e t a r y  o f  s t a t e ,  who was t h e o r e t i -  
c a l l y  t i t u l a r  head o f  t h e  Democrat p a r t y ,  would be opposing i t ,  and 
t h a t ' s  why you would havc a caucus .  To  s t r a i g h t e n  o u t  everybody and pre-  
s e n t  a un ieed  I r o n t  i f  you could .  

Q: Did you normal ly  g e t  a u n i t e d  l r o n t  from t h e  caucuses  o r  . . . 
A: G e n e r a l l y  s o .  

Q: Were t h e r e  any t h i n g s  t h a t  we re  caucusecl on tha t  you w e r e  opposed t o  
t h e  ba lance  of t h e  group? 

A:  YES,  s e v e r a l  t i m e s .  

Q: Can you t h i n k  of an example? 

A: No, s i r ,  1 c a n ' t .  T w a s - - w e l l ,  ynu s e e ,  I was s l i g h t l y  independent ,  
w e ' l l  s a y .  I t h i n k  I was p r e t t y  much independen t ,  bu t  t h e r e ' s  two 
s c h o o l s  of thought on t h a t ,  of  course .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: That is what I was wondering, i n  t h e  caucus ,  w a s  t h e r e  much p r e s s u r e  
a p p l i e d  t o  you? 

A: You know, a funny t h i n g .  I was t e l l i n g  you a w c e k  o r  s o  ago about  
t h a t  super-highway b i l l ,  t h e  expressway b i l l .  It i s  r a t h e r  amazing. 
They n c v c r  d i d  c a l l  a caucus  on t h a t .  

Q: 011, t h e y  d i d n ' t ?  

A: N o .  You would have thought t h e y  would have cnl.l.ed a caucus on i t  so 
t h a t  t h e y  cou ld  r e a l l y  pu t  me up and puc thc hammer on me, b u t  I guess  
they knew I w a s  p r e t t y  wel l  s e t ,  and I might n o t  a t t e n d  t h e  caucus.  Jf 
I had a t t e n d e d ,  I ' d  t e l l  ' e m  what I ' d  promised and what I was going t o  do 
and, i f  they  d i d n ' t  l i k e  i t ,  t h e y  cou ld  go t o  h e l l .  

4: ( l aughs)  Y e s ,  s i r .  



A: You d o n ' t  l i k e  t o  do t h o s e  t h i n g s ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  because ,  h e l l ,  maybe 
y o u ' l l  be i n  a  p o s i t i o n  where you need h e l p  from your  Democrat c o l l e a g u e s  
and want t h e  boys t o  s t a n d  f i r m  i n  backing you up. 

Q: Yes. I wonder, Stevenson, one of  t h e  major t h i n g s  t h a t  he  was con- 
ce rned  about  was j u d i c i a l  reform and h e  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  a s t u d y  be made 
o v e r  a t  t h e  U. of  I. Were you f a m i l i a r  w i t h  t h a t  a c t i o n ?  

A: W e l l ,  you s e e ,  t h a t  j u d i c i a l  reform o c c u r r e d  a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  Sena te .  

Q: Yes, But t h e  i n i t i a l  s t u d y  . . . 
A: Yes, i t  was i n i t i a t e d  by Stevenson. 

Q: And 1 b e l i e v e  you were on a j u d i c i a l  reform s t u d y  group t h a t  appar-  
ent ly-- I 'm n o t  s u r e  whether t h a t  was t h e  one t h a t  had b a r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  
Chicago Bar and I l l i n o i s  Bar r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  on i t  o r  n o t .  The s t u d y  
t h a t  was made by Rubin Cohn was given t o  them f o r  t h e i r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
and t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  picked i t  up from t h e r e .  

A :  I t h i n k  t h a t ' s  about t h e  way i t  was. Rubin Cohn was n o t  i n  t h e  l a w  
s c h o o l  a t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  I w a s  i n  t h e r e ,  s e e .  Rube Cohn was--oh, h e l l ,  he  
was t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  y e a r s  younger t h a n  m e ,  a t  l e a s t .  Maybe, I d o n ' t  
know how old--but he  w a s  a p r e t t y  darned b r i g h t  f e l l o w  and I can r e c a l l  
b e i n g  on some subcommittees w i t h  him. 

You s e e ,  i n  my g r a d u a t i n g  c lass - - the  y e a r  I gradua ted ,  Bert J e n n e r  was a  
member o f  t h e  c l a s s .  We l i v e d  i n  t h e  same f r a t e r n i t y  house and we were 
p r e t t y  good f r i e n d s .  But Bert became probably  t h e  most famous of my 
g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s .  H e  p repared  and sponsored  a l l  of t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  
on t h e  amendments t o  t h e  p r a c t i c e  a c t .  When t h e y  had t h e  h e a r i n g  on 
Nixon, down i n  Congress,  he  r e p r e s e n t e d  e i t h e r  Nixon o r  t h e  Republ ican 
n a t i o n a l  committee on t h o s e  h e a r i n g s .  B e r t ' s  a damned smart  boy and one 
o f  t h e  l e a d i n g  l awyers  i n  t h e  coun t ry .  But Ber t  would come down t h e r e  
f r e q u e n t l y  t o  speak on proposed l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and I th ink  Ber t  was hones t  
and I d o n ' t  t h i n k  B e r t  e v e r  had any n u t t y  i d e a s .  A t  least ,  L was happy 
t o  go a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  i d e a s .  

Q: Do you know any of  t h e  t h i n g s  t h a t  he was s u p p o r t i n g  at  t h a t  t i m e ?  
Do you r e c a l l  any? 

A: W e l l ,  he was one of t h e  f o r e r u n n e r s  i n  j u d i c i a l  reform, bur  t h e  a c t u a l  
j u d i c i a l  reform d i d n ' t  t a k e  p l a c e  until, I t h i n k ,  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  y e a r s  
a f t e r  I l e f t  t h e  Sena te .  

Q: T h a t ' s  c o r r e c t ,  s i r .  

A: Something l i k e  t h a t .  

Q: I was wondering what might have been be ing  d i s c u s s e d  w h i l e  you were 
t h e r e ,  i n  t h e  way of reform. Do you r e c a l l  any d i s c u s s i o n s  on t h i s  



b u s i n e s s  of  e l e c t i n g  o r  a p p o i n t i n g  judges?  

A: Oh, y e s .  'I'hcy had been sponsor ing  t h a t ,  and  1 was a lways  p r e t t y  much 
a g a i n s t  t h e  a p p o i n t i n g  of  judges .  

Q: Why w a s  t h a t ?  

A: ( l a u g h s )  Wel l ,  1 t h i n k  pe rhaps  i was s e l f i s h .  Up i n  Chicago,  i n  
some d i s t r i c t s ,  p e r h a p s ,  y o u ' l l  have sonic p r e t t y  l igh t -weigh t  judges ,  o r  
d i d  t h e n .  I t h i n k  your judges  I n  Chicago now are p r e t t y  c a p a b l e  men a l l  
t h e  way through.  Oh, you may have d dc.adheacl e v e r y  now and t h e n .  But ,  
a p e c u l i a r  t h i n g ,  my county  i s  one of  t h c  n i n e  cnumties  t h a t  make up thc 
f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  c i r c u i t  and 1 h n ' t  t h i n k ,  i n  h i s t o r y ,  ~ h e y ' v c  e v e r  had 
a Republ ican c i x c u i t  judgc u n t i l  the j u d i c i a l  reform a c t  was adopted.  

0: Oh, i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  

A: They've always been Democrats, and T t h i n k  t h a t  t h e y  were damtied 
hones t  inen,  and capab le  men. O h ,  1 d i d n q  t g e t  a l o n g  w i t h  a l l  o f  them, 
b u t  t h a t ' s  n e i t h e r  h e r e  n o r  t h e r e .  But t h i s  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  P r e i h s  f rom 
h e r e  a t  Pann, oh, he was v e r y  much a g a i n s t  t h e  appointment  of judges ,  
and I t h i n k  t h c  t h i n g  he  was a f r a i d  of was t h a t  we would have Kcpublican 
judges  i n  t h i s  c i r c u i t .  There a r e  some Kepublican judges  now i n  tllis 

c i r c u i t .  The Democrats d o n ' t  have any c o r n e r  on l e g a l  o r  j u d i r k a l  
a b i l i t y ,  o r  i n  hones ty ,  b u t  we've always been v e r y  f o r t u n a t e  in t h i s  
f o u r t h  j u d i c i a l  c i r c u i t  t o  have p r e t t y  doggoned hones t  and c a p a b l e  
j u d g e s ,  r e g ~ t r d l e s s  o f  p o l i t i c s .  

Q: One o f  t h e  o t h e r  t h i n g s  t h a t  was be ing  d i s c u s s e d  at t h a t  Lime was 
whether  t o  have munic ipa l  c o u r t s  o r  n o t ,  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h a t .  Do you r e c a l l  
a n y t h i n g  about  t h a t ?  

A: Wel l ,  you see,  h e r e  a t  Pana we a lways  had t h e  C i t y  Court  o f  Pana, 
which w a s  a  g l o r i f i e d  d i v o r c e  c o u r t .  N k n ~ t y - e i g h t  p e r c e n t  o f  i L s  
b u s i n e s s  was d i v o r c e  c a s e s ,  and a l l  s o r t s  o f  shenan igans  took  p l a c e .  I 
can remcmber t h a t ,  w i t h i n  a weck a f t e r  T s t a r t e d  p r a c t i r i n g  law,  that  I 
got  down t o  t h c  o f f i c e  e a r l y  onc morning--1 was a Inrm boy--and Ilerc was 
a f e l l o w  from S t u t t g n r t ,  Arkansas ,  w i t h  h i s  w i f e .  They' d come up t o  
Pana, s t a y e d  a l l  n i g h t  a t  one of  t h e  h o t e l s .  T h i s  f e l l o w  knew one of  t h e  
lriwyers i n  t h e  o f f i c e  and h i s  b r o t h e r  was judge of t h e  C i t y  Cour t  of  Pana,  
s e e .  And I nxet him, and about  ~ i n e  o ' c l o c k ,  why, t h e  o t h e r  lawyer--1 
w a s  j u s t  working Tor him, see--showed up. 

When t h e  lawyer  g o t  t o  the o f f i c e ,  he c o n s u l t e d  w i t h  t h e  couple  from 
Arkansas ,  p r e p a r e d  a complaint  f o r  d i v o r c e  and t h e  dec ree  and an e n t r y  
o f  appearance .  And, by  en-thirty, t h e  l a w y e r ' s  b r o t h e r ,  t h e  judge ,  
came i n  and t h e  judge c a l l e d  o v e r  a t  t h e  c i t y  h a l l  a n d  had t h e  c l e r k  
o f  t h e  c i t y  c o u r t  b r i n g  t h e  docket  o v e r  w i t h  h i s  stamp, and t hey  
docketed t h e  case--may have sworn one o r  t h e  o t h e r  of  t h e  Arkansas  
c o u p l e  t o  g i v e  Cestimony, but: 1 doubt it--ancl by [ . e n - t h i r t y ,  wi thou t  
ever l e a v i n g  t h e  law o f f i c e ,  t h i s  coup le  from S t u t t g a r t ,  Arkansas ,  w e r e  



divorced .  They cou ld  j u s t  b e a t  t h e  h e l l  ou t  o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  Reno 
d i v o r c e .  ( l a u g h t e r )  And, as a m a t t e r  o f  f a c t ,  most o f  t h e  c i t y  c o u r t s ,  
downsta te  c i t y  c o u r t s ,  were a l l  f a s t - a c t i o n  d i v o r c e  c o u r t s .  

q:  What was your p o s i t h n  a t  t h e  t ime  r e g a r d i n g  t h o s e ,  do you t h i n k ?  Did 
you t h i n k  t h e y  ought t o  be  done away w i t h ?  

A: W e l l ,  as a p r a c t i c i n g  l awyer ,  I thought  i t  was awfu l  damned handy. It 
w a s  my hometown. ( l aughs)  But I c e r t a i n l y  d i d n ' t  quarrel when t h e y  
d i d  away w i t h  them. No. (pause)  Because t h e  judges  we have now--you 
see, back b e f o r e  t h e  j u d i c i a l  reform we had a l o t  of county judges .  You 
see, i n  t h o s e  days ,  t h e y  had a c i r c u i t  judge--that  was t h r e e  c i r c u i t  
judges  i n  o u r  nine-county d i s t r i c t - - a n d  one o f  them would h o l d  c o u r t  f o r  
f o u r  months h e r e  i n  C h r i s t i a n  County. The o t h e r  would h o l d  c o u r t  a n o t h e r  
f o u r  months and t h e  t h i r d  one would ho ld  c o u r t  f o r  t h e  Last f o u r  months 
o f  the y e a r .  Meanwhile, t h e  same ch ing  was o c c u r r i n g  i n  t h e  o t h e r  coun- 
t i e s .  

Then, i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  we had a county judge who t o o k  care of p r o b a t e  
matters, misdemeanors c a s e s ,  and g u a r d i a n s h i p s ,  and d ra inage  m a t t e r s  
and misdemeanors. And t h e n ,  i n  each  township,  we had a j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  
peace and,  i n  t h e  c i t i e s ,  w e  had j u s t i c e s  o f  t h e  peace and a  p o l i c e  
m a g i s t r a t e .  Well, t h e s e  j u s t i c e s  of t h e  peace d i d n ' t  know what t h e  l a w  
was. 

Q: They d i d n ' t  have t o  be  l awyers?  

A: No. And t h e  county judge d i d n ' t  have t o  be a lawyer  and we had some 
county judges  d i d n ' t  know what t h i n g s  were a l l  abou t .  On t h e  c o n t r a r y ,  
we had some v e r y  decen t  ones ,  some v e r y  good ones .  Then, of course ,  we 
had t h c  c i t y  c o u r t  judges ,  which o c c a s i o n a l l y  s c r v e d  i n  county c o u r t .  

But I can remember w i t h  t h e  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace,  t h e  f i rs t  t h i n g  you 
d i d ,  i1 you r e p r e s e n t e d  a c l i e n t  got  s u e d ,  was take a change o f  venue, 
because  it was presumed t h a t  t h e  lawyer  t h a t  f i l e d  t h e  c a s e  was a f r i e n d  
o f  t h c  jusllice o f  t h e  peace b e f o r e  whom t h e  c a s e  was o r i g i n a l l y  f i l e d .  
Why, I can  remember, one t i m e  when I w a s  a young lawyer ,  a c a s e  was 
s t a r t c d  by Harry  Hershey, who u n s u c c e s s f u l l y  r a n  f o r  governor i n  1940 
b u t  l a t e r  s e r v e d  many y e a r s  on t h e  supreme c o u r t .  He f i l e d  i t  b e f o r e  a 
j u s t i c e  o f  the peace down at M o r r i s o n v i l l e  and  t h e r e  were two j u s t i c e s  
o f  t h e  peace.  I r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  defendant  and I took a  change of  venue 
t o  t h e  o t h e r  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace i n  Morr i sonvkl le .  So, Harry took  a 
change of venue from him and, under t h e  law, t h e  c a s e  ended up b e f o r e  a  
j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace up t h e  highway a t  Palmer, a v e r y  s m a l l  town, and 
t h e  j u s t i c e  of t h e  peace t h e r e  was a farmer  and h e  was shucking corn.  We 
took  a11 t h e  papers  up t o  him and h e  t i e d  h i s  team up t o  t h e  fence  and 
s a t  o v e r  on t h e  w e l l  c u r b i n g  and we t r i e d  our  l a w s u i t  r i g h t  t h e r e .  

Q: I ' l l  be darned.  

A: And he d e c l d e d  a g a i n s t  me. ( l a u g h t e r )  



Q: wel l !  You s a y  t h a t  J e n n e r  w a s  q u i t e  o f t e n  i n  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  how d i d  h e  
go about  i n t r o d u c i n g  h i s  i d e a s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ?  

A: Well, he would c o n s u l t  w i t h ,  as a g e n e r a l  t h i n g ,  S e n a t o r  Ward>or  some 
l e a d i n g  Chicago lawyer t h a t  was a  s e n a t o r .  Sometimes he would hook on a 
downsta te  lawyer ,  o r  maybe f i v e  o r  t e n  01 them, o r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  and 
t h e  b i l l  would be i n t r o d u c e d  and i t  would be  r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  
committee. When it came up f o r  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  committee, why, 
he would come down and speak on i t .  

Q: Would h e  lobby,  p a r t i c u l a r l y .  Did I-~e ever show up i n  b a r s  and that:  
s o r t  of t h i n g ?  

A: B e r t  wasn ' t  a d r i n k e r .  He rnigliC have heen a c o c k t a i l  man, bu t  he  
wouldn ' t  s i t  and d r i n k  two o r  t h r e e  h o u r s  w i t h  you. 

Q: I s e e .  Was h e  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  I l l i n o i s  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  o r  t h e  Chi- 
cago Bar A s s o c i a t i o n ?  

A: Yes. Both. 

Q: One o f  t h e  ocher  t h t n g s  t h a t  t h e y  were pushing f o r  a t  t h a t  t ime  was 
some means o f  t h e  j u d i c i a r y  po l  i c i n g  i t s e l f ,  t h e  supreme court perhaps  
having t h e  a b i l i ~ y  t o  rule on i n f r a c t i o n s ,  o r  incompetency, and t h a t  
s o r t  of t h i n g .  Do you remember t h a t  b e i n g  discussed? 

A: Well ,  no.  T t h i n k  t h e y  always had  t h a t .  You s e e ,  when a  young lawyer  
g r a d u a t e s  from law s c h o o l  and t h e n  tie t a k e s  t h e  b a r ,  and p a s s e s  t h e  b a r ,  
he  t h e n  has  t o  go b e f o r e  a s o - c a l l e d  corrnnitllec of c h a r a c t e r  and f i t n e s s ,  
or. somethi.ng l i k e  t h a t .  Now,  T remember, when 1 g o t  o u t  of l aw s c h o o l ,  
I had t o  go b e f o r e  a lawyer  up a t  Decatur ,  he was a v e r y  c o n c e i t e d  o l d  
so-and-so. And it was summer t i m e  and I ' d  worked l i k e  h e l l  g e t t i n g  
th rough  t h e  ba r  and I went up t h e r e  w i t h  a  T - s h i r ~  and a  p a i r  o f  
s e e r s u c k e r  b r i t c h e s ,  w i t h  my wiIe-to-he.  1 went i n  t o  see him and,  oh,  
he j u s t  give m e  h e l l  f o r  my g a r b .  But I t o l d  h i m  I had passed  t h e  b a r  
and had g radua ted  from t h e  u n i v e r s i t y  and my f a t h e r ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  was j u s t  
as good as h i s  a n y  day of t h e  week and,  even though my f a t h e r  was a 
farmer ,  h e  was p robab ly  j u s t  as wel l - respcc ted  a s  t h i s  lawyer  and he 
couLd do a s  he damned pleased--but he approved m c .  H e  was a  smart  o l d  
b a s t a r d .  (chuckles) I always k i n d  o f  h a t e d  him a f t e r  t h a t ,  always want- 
e d  t o  have a l a w s u i t  a g a i n s t  him. Never d i d .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

(1: So, n o t  much was done i n  t h e  way of . . . 
A: That was done--I s h o u l d n ' t  ever have d ig r e s sed  on t h a t .  But t h e n ,  
each comtly had t h e i r  b a r  a s s o c i a t i o n  and,  a s  a  g e n e r a l  t h i n g ,  w e  always 
had a committee on e t h i c s  h e r e  i n  C h r i s t i a n  County, I b e l i e v e  I ' m  on 
i t ,  and t h e n  t h e  S t a t e  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  had a  committee an  e t h i c s .  We 
county members v e r y  r a r e l y  . . . very r a r e l y  e v e r  s e r v e .  I c a n ' t  ever-- 
I c a n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember a n y t h i n g  coming up .  I f  it d i d  i t  was 
handled i n  a  q u i e t  manner. However, t h e  S t a t e  B a s  A s s o c i a t i o n  tr ies t o  



keep  t h e  members of t h e  b a r  i n  good c o n d i t i o n .  

( t a p i n g  s topped  f o r  t e lephone  c o n v e r s a t i o n ,  t h e n  resumed) 

Q: A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  You were on t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  committee from 1945 
t o  1946. What do you remember about s e r v i c e  on t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  
committee? 

A: I thought: i t  was e a r l i e r  t h a n  t h a t .  We just: never  had a n y t h i n g  t h a t  
amounted t o  a n y t h i n g  b e f o r e  t h a t  committee. 

(2: O h ,  i s  t h a t  r i g h t ?  You were chairman f o r  f o u r  y e a r s  o f  t h a t  ti.me. 
Do you r e c a l l  how you g o t  t o  be  chairman? 

A: T b e l i e v e  Maypole appo in ted  m e  a s  chairman. 

Q: Did you a s k  f o r  t h e  chairmanship ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  o r  . . . 
A: I may have,  bu t  i t  wouldn' t  have amounted t o  a damn because I was 
j u s t  a coun t ry  boy come t o  town, and I s u r e  d i d n ' t  have any p a r t i c u l a r  
s e n i o r i t y ,  a l t h o  I had seven weeks s e n i o r i t y  o v e r  t h e  f e l l o w s  who t o o k  
o f f i c e  i n  January  o f  1935. My guess  i s  j u s t  nobody else wanted i t .  
(chuck les )  

Q: Well. You say  it wasnr t a very  a c t i v e  committee, t h e n .  Do you 
remember it  meet ing a t  a l l ?  

A: Yes, T know we had some mee t ings .  

Q: Do you r e c a l l ,  any s u b j e c t s  a t  a l l  t h a t  were taken  up w i t h  p u b l i c  
u t i l i t i e s ?  

A: (pause)  I j u s t  c a n ' t  remember a n y t h i n g .  

Q: What about  t h e  p u b l i c  u t i l i t i e s  t a x ?  Was t h a t  hand led  by t h a t  
committee: 

A: That would go b e f o r e  revenue committee.  

Q: Revenue committee r a t h e r  than t h e  o t h e r .  

A: I can remember o f  having two o r  t h r e e  mee t ings ,  but  none of them were 
o f  any ea r th - shak ing  importance.  

Q: I s e e .  ( chuck les )  A l l  r i g h t ,  s i r .  S i r ,  i n  r e g a r d  t o  i n d u s t r y  and 
l a b o r  r e l a t i o n s ,  you were f a i r l y  a c t i v e  i n  workmen's compensation and t h e  
o c c u p a t i o n a l  d i s e a s e  r a t e s  t h a t  were b e i n g  p a i d .  Do you r e c a l l  any 
p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h a t  s o r t  of t h i n g ,  workmen's compen- 
s a t i o n ?  

A:  W e l l ,  I remember about  a t r i p  t o  Chicago--turn i t  off--hold i t  j u s t  a 
second,  please. 



(Taping s topped  f o r  t a l k  w i t h  s e c r e t i j r y ,  then  resumed on nex t  t a p e )  

SESSION 5 ,  TAPE 1 0 ,  STDE 1 

A: During Governor S tevenson ' s  admi-n i s tca t ion ,  everybody was wor ry ing  
abou t  workmen's compensation b e n e i - t s .  There h a d n ' t  been a n y t h i n g  done 
f o r  many y e a r s  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h e  r a t e s .  Meanwhile, t h e  cconomic c o n d i t i o n s  
of the c o u n t r y  were itnproving v e r y  f a s t  and . . . Stevenson had p r e t t y  
w e l l  l e f t  i t  up t o  t h e  group in Chicago t h a t  wits meet ing,  h a l f  ol: which 
supposedly  r e p r e s e n t e d  employers and h a l f  r e p r e s e n t e d  l a b o r .  The s e s s i o n  
was r a p i d l y  moving t o  a c l o s e  and t h e y  c o u l d n ' t  g c t  t o g e t h e r  on a n y t h i n g .  

So, one day, and I d o n ' t  know how t h i s  t h i n g  happened, b u t  i t  d i d .  
Stevenson s e n t  f o r  mc and Frank S t ransky ,  who w a s  Republ ican,  a IIouse 
member f r o m  Savannah, and a p r e t t y  b r i l l i a n t  f e l l o w ,  I thoughc.  I 
always d i d  t h i n k  h e  was a very  n i c e  f e l l o w  and a v e r y  a b l e  lawyer .  And 
Stevenson t o l d  us hc wanted us t o  f l y  up t o  Chicago t h e  n e x t  day and 
a t t e n d  t h i s  meet ing of t h e  group t h a t  was supposed t o  be working on 
amending the workman's compensation l a w ,  add ing  a d d i t i o n a l  coverages  and 
i n c r e a s i n g  the amount of d i s a b i l i t v  payments. 

And w e  went up t h e r e  and t a l k e d  t o  them, and t h e y  d i d n ' t  seem Loo e x c i t e d  
about  i t .  And, on t h e  ins t ruct ion.c ,  o f  t h e  governor ,  we r o l d  them t h a t  
t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  would soon a d j o u r n  and e i t h e r  t h e y  shou ld  g e t  i n  g e a r  
and come up w i t h  a r e p o r t  o r  t h a t  tlic governor was going t o  t a k e  i t  i n  
h i s  own hands ancl t h a t  what we came up w i t h  might n o t  be t o o  p a l a t a b l e  
to e i t h e r  group. And t h e y  wanted t o  know i f  we were t h r e a t e n i n g  them. 
And w e  s a i d ,  no,  we were j u s t  t e l l i n g  them t h e  l a c t s  of l i I e ,  t h a t  
Governor Stevenson w a s  i n s i s t i n g  a n  a c t i o n  and he wasn ' t  g e t t i n g  any o f  
i t .  So, a t  any r a t e ,  w i t h i n  a coup le  of  weeks, t h e y  came up wirll some- 
t h i n g  t h a t  was a g r e e a b l e  tro them ancl, i n  g e n e r a l ,  i t  was a g r e e a b l e  t o  
Stevenson. And t h e n ,  S t ransky  and I pul: i t  through.  

Q: You handled it t h e n ?  

A: I handled i t  i n  trhc Sena te ,  S t r a n s k y  i n  t h e  House. I probably  had 
o t h e r  people on t h e  b i l l  w i t h  me because ,  you know, some peop le ,  i n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e ,  why, t h e y  t ake  themsclves  p r e t t y  s e r i o u s l y  and,  i l T  t h e y  
had always sllawn Lo be a I r i e n d  t o  l a b o r ,  w e l l ,  one way t o  have t r o u b l e  
i s  Lo l e a v e  them o u t .  

Q: Oh, I see. 

A: You b e t t e r  c a l l  them up and pu t  t h e i - r  name on the  b i l l  so  t h a t  they  
a r e  recognized  and t h e y  can go back Lo t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  and b r a g  about  
i t .  

Q: Did you normal ly  go t o  a s k  peop le  t o  have them comc on a b i l l  wi th  
you, o r  d i d  they  u s u a l l y  come t o  you? 



A: I would s a y  p r e t t y  much f i f t y - f i f t y .  Some people--in o t h e r  words,  
i f  I had a  b i l l  t h a t  I thought  might b e  c o n t r o v e r s i a l  i n  some r e g a r d ,  
and 1 f i g u r e d  t h a t  having Joe Doak's name on t h e  b i l l  would improve my 
chance o f  g e t t i n g  i t  th rough ,  why, you 'd  g e t  i t .  And some b i l l s ,  why, 
t h e  word would g e t  o u t  t h a t  F r i b l e y  was going t o  hand le  a b i l l  having t o  
do w i t h  t h u s  and s o  and,  h e l l ,  t h e r e  would b e  a r e g u l a r  s w a r m  of bees  
over  t h e r e  want ing  t o  g e t  on,  because  it was going t o  b e  a popula r  b i l l .  
Uut: then ,  sometimes, peop le  would come and ask m e  t o  h e l p  them and I 
would r e c i p r o c a t e  t h e  f a v o r .  

Q:  Can you t h i n k  o f  any p a r t i c u l a r  b i l l s  t h a t  you wcre i n t r o d u c i n g  t h a t  
a l o t  of peop1,e wanted t o  g e t  invo lved  w i t h ?  

A: Ycs. The farm-to-market road  b i l l ,  Yes, a f t e r  t h e  f i r s t  t i m e  it w a s  
i n t r o d u c e d ,  why, everybody wanted on t h a t  b i l l .  

Q: Is tha t  r i g h t ?  (chuck les )  

A: O n  t he  c o n t r a r y ,  I can remember one t h a t  I got  on t o  s a t i s f y  a f e l l o w  
and it was v e r y ,  v e r y  embar rass ing .  R e a l l y ,  abou t  t h e  f i r s t  r e g u l a r  
s e s s i o n  I a t t e n d e d ,  I go t  on a b i l l  t h a t  a f f e c t e d  h a i r d r e s s e r s .  And T 
tmdcrs tood t.hat k t  was--this f e l l o w  put i t  t o  m e  t h i s  way i n  s u b s t a n c e ,  
t h a t  the h a i r d r e s s e r s  wanted i t .  It t u r n e d  o u t  t h a t  t h e y  were a g a i n s t  it 
and I s u r e  caught  h e l l  f o r  my name b e i n g  on t h e  bill. 

(Taping s topped  f o r  r e l a t e d  a s i d e ,  t h e n  resumed) 

Q: The n e x t  i t e m  1 have i s  your  s e r v i c e  on t h e  i n s u r a n c e  committee. You 
were vice-chairman from 1937 t o  1940. 

A: Yes. 

Q: Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  i n c i d e n t s  d u r i n g  t h a t  t e n u r e ?  You 
had mentioned b e f o r e  t h e  Lloyds o f  London problem, a t  one t ime.  

A: Yes. I d o n ' t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  remember any g r e a t  t h i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  
committee went through.  H e l l ,  vice-chairman is  j u s t  an  o r d i n a r y  member. 
See,  t h e  Republ icans  were runn ing  t h e  show and t h e y  have a Republ ican 
chairman and,  u n l e s s  t h a t  guy d i e d ,  t h e  vice-chairman n e v e r  s e r v e d .  
( l aughs)  

Q: How d i d  you come t o  be vice-chairman of  t h a t  committee? Do you 
r e c a l l ?  

A: Oh, I had q u i t e  a b i t  of s e n i o r i t y ,  and they  had t o  p u t  m e  somewhere. 
I n  t h o s e  days ,  you went on abou t  f i v e  o r  s i x  committees.  The committees 
t h a t  were impor tan t  t h o s e  days  wcre e x e c u t i v e ,  and a p p r o p r i a t i o n s ,  and 
j u d i c i a r y ,  and highways, and--that  i s ,  were impor tan t  t o  me. 1 wanted 
t o  b e  on t h o s e .  A f t e r  1 had been i n  t h e  Sena te  f o r  the first two t e r m s ,  
a f t e r  my f i r s t  s i x  y e a r s ,  my first p a r t i a l  t e r m  inc luded ,  why, I d o n ' t  
t h i n k  I e v e r  asked t o  be on a committee 1 wasn ' t  p u t  on. 



Q: What w a s  s e r v i c e  on t h e  executi .vc committee l i k c ?  

A: Well ,  e x e c u t i v e  committee,  why, you hand led  appointments .  In  o t h e r  
words, t h e  governor  would send up a l i s t  o f  appointmcrlts  t o  t h e  execu- 
t i v e  t o  b e  confirmed by t l ie Senate, i t  d i d n ' t  have t o  go t o  t h e  House, 
and it w a s  up t o  you t o  approve Lhose appointments  o r  t u r n  them down. 

Q: These were appointments  t o  cammissions . . . 
A: Yes. Well, f a r  i n s t a n c e ,  t h c  v a r i o u s  d i r c c t o r s  had t o  be approved by 
t k c  e x e c u t i v e  comni.Ltee, and t l ie v a r i o u s  members of commissions and 
boards  and ,  oh,  t h e  p e n i t e n t i a r y  wardens,  and a l l  o f  t h a t  s o r t  o f  t h i n g .  

(2: Do you remember any p a r t i c u l a r  problems t h a t  a r o s e  w h i l e  you were on 
t h e  e x e c u t i v e  committee? 

A: Not p a r t i c u l a r l y .  T do know t h a t  w e  had  some s t r e n u o u s  s e s s i o n s  on 
t h a t .  I remember one t i m a ,  when Stevenson w a s  governor  and t h e  Kepubl-i- 
cans  r a n  Clle show, tllc e x e c u t i v e  colnmitCee was mos t ly  Republ ican.  Rut 
he s e n t  up t h e  name of a f e l l o w  from my d i s t r i c t  f o r  appointment and i t  
kind of b u m p  m e  up and I had the commitrce ho ld  it up--he never checked 
w i t h  m e  f i r s t .  B u t  I Phought 1 would j u s t  p o i n t  4 t  o u t  t o  him--well, 
t h a t  was t h a t  young k i d d i e - c a r  group h e  had down here. It w a s  t h e s e  same 
f e l l o w s  t h a t  t r i e d  t o  r e l l  me how t o  run  h i s  business--oh,  t h a t  i s  c h i l d -  
i s h  t o  t a l k  about  t h a t .  (chuckles) 

(1: You mentioned t h a t  h e  had asked you t o  f l y  up t o  Chlcago f o r  t h i s  
workmen's compensation meeting.  Did yo11 f l y  by government, I l l i n o i s ,  
plane ? 

A :  Ycp.  Governor ' s  p l a n e .  

F: Did you know t h e  p i l o t  a t  t h a t  t i m e ?  

A: Oh, T rode  t h r e e  o r  f o u r  times--I p robab ly  d i d ,  bu t  I d o n ' t  remember 
tllcm now. 

Q: D e l l  Shroyer ,  I b e l i e v e  w a s  [ l y i n g  f o r  Stevenson. 

A: Could have been. The name sounds f a m i l i a r .  

Q: From Linco ln ,  I l l i n o i s .  

A: Oh, they  were from Linco ln .  Well ,  1 f l e w  up w i t h  t h e  governor-- 
oh,  1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  I e v e r  f l cw up w i t h  him over  f o u r  o r  f i v e  t i m e s ,  I 
don't  t h i n k  so. llad some m e t i n g  up t h e r e  hc wanted me t o  go t o .  

Q: You normal ly  went by t r a i n ,  then ,  when you went t o  Chicago? 

A :  lie g e n e r a l l y ,  I t h i n k ,  went by t r n i n .  Course,  I don ' t  know. T; 

t h i n k  he used t h e  p l a n e  q u i t e  a h i t ,  b u t  T j u s t  d o n ' t  have t h e  l e a s t  i d e a  



Q: I see.  

A :  A t  l e a s t ,  i t  would n e v e r  have made t h e  p u b l i c  p r e s s .  1 d o n ' t  t h i n k  
anybody e v e r  knew t h a t  I f l e w  wi th  him. 

Q: So, as f a r  as t h e  i n s u r a n c e  committee was concerned,  then ,  you don ' t  
r e c a l l  any p a r t i c u l a r  a c t i v i t y ?  

A: There was n e v e r  any b i g  t h i n g  b e f o r e  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  committee,  t h a t  
I r e c a l l ,  a f t e r  t h e  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  code d u r i n g  Henry l l o r n e r ' s  t ime .  
Y o u  s e e ,  t h e  f i r s t  y e a r ,  t h c  new i n s u r a n c e  code was t u r n e d  down and 
t h e  second y e a r ,  why--the second biennium--why, it  was approved. 

(1: Do you know t h e  o b j e c t i o n s ,  o r  pr imary o b j e c t i o n s  t o  i t  when i t  was 
t u r n e d  down? 

A: Well ,  t h e  pr imary o b j e c t i o n  i n  t h e  f i r s t  s e s s i o n  was t h a t  London 
Lloyds i n s u r a n c e  company was recognized  i n  I l l i n o i s .  And t h a t  i s  t h e  
reason--the American companies r a i s e d  money and  h e a t  t h e  h e l l  o u t  o f  i t .  

Q: Do you remember any of t h e  lobby ing  t h a t  went on d u r i n g  t h a t  time'? 

A: Undoubtedly t h e r e  were.  Now, 1 had i n  my d i s t r i c t  a couple  o f  mutual  
i n s u r a n c e  companies. One was a good one and one was a bad one. See,  
back i n  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 3 0 1 s ,  oh,  a world o f  i n s u r a n c e  companies went broke 
and t h e y  had t h e s e  mutual  l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  companies. T h a t ' s  where i t ' s  
des igned  t h a t  when somebody d i e s ,  why, e a c h  member c o n t r i b u t e s  a  d o l l a r ,  
s e e ,  and t h a t ' s  t h e  way t h e i r  premiums were worked o u t ,  based on how 
many members a r e  i n  e x i s t e n c e  when a member d i e s .  Well, t h e y ' d  s t a r t  
a new mutual l i f e  i n s u r a n c e  company, mutua l  b e n e f i t ,  and t h e y ' d  run  good. 
Everybody would b e  happy u n t i l  t h e  c l a s s  began t o  g e t  o l d .  Then you had 
more d e a t h s  p e r  y e a r  and t h i s  d o l l a r  a  month assessment  w i t h  less members 
t o  pay i t ,  and t h e  company wouldn' t  pay o f f  t h e  a d v e r t i s e d  amount. So 
t h e n ,  t h e  guy t h a t  had t h e  i n s u r a n c e  company, h e  would j u s t  k i n d  of  f o l d  
t h a t  one and j u s t  let h e r  s i t  and he would s t a r t  a n o t h e r  one ,  s e e .  
And a l l  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h a t  were young h e  would put i n  t h e  new company 
and,  i f  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  was o l d ,  h e ' d  pu t  i n  t h e  o l d  company. And t h e s e  
p o l i c i e s ,  a s  I r e c a l l ,  guarankeed t h a t  you were bound t o  g e t  a t  l e a s t  
$500, $800 t o  $1,000 was t h e  t o p ,  b u t  t h e y  were supposed t o  g u a r a n t e e  
$500. It go t  down t o  where t h e r e  wouldnrt: be enough peop le  pay i n  and 
wouldn' t  be  $500. So t h e r e  you would go i n t o  r e c e i v e r s h i p .  There  were 
a  l o t  o f  t r i c k s  done wi th  i t .  Then t h e y  were b e t t e r  r e g u l a t e d  under  t h e  
code.  

A s  1 s a y ,  I had a f e l l o w  o v e r  h e r e  a t  T a y l o r v i l l e ,  who r a n  one ,  was a 
damned good o p e r a t o r ,  and he was c l e v e r .  For i n s t a n c e ,  somebody o v e r  
along by Midland would d i e  and h i s  b e n e f i c i a r y  was h i s  widow. And t h i s  
i n s u r a n c e  man was t h e  most g e n t e e l  f e l l o w  you e v e r  saw. Very q u i e t ,  
c l e a n ,  n e a t ,  handsome, and h e ' d  make o u t  a  check t o  t t le widow f o r  $800, 
o r  whatever i t  was, and he would go o u t  t o  t h e  f u n e r a l  home and walk i n ,  



and h e r e  wcrc a l l  t h e  f r i e n d s  around,  and tie wou1.d go up t o  t h e  widow and 
s a y ,  " M r s .  Doe, T ' m  president of C h r i s t i a n  County Mutual,"  o r  whar- 
e v e r  i t  might be .  " T  d o n ' t  know whether you knvw i t  o r  n o t ,  but  your 
husband had a  p o l i c y  i n  o u r  company t h a t  pays  ~ 8 0 0 , "  and 1,hat was a  lot 
of money i n  t h o s e  days,  "and 1 k~iow t h e r e ' s  t h i n g s  come up now you need 
moncy f o r ,  so  I brought t h e  c l a i m  form and i f  y o u ' l l  j u s t  s i g n  h c r e ,  and 
h e r e ' s  your  check." Before  h e ' d  l e a v e  t h e  p l a c e ,  h c  would have f i v e  more 
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  ( l a u g h t e r )  

Q: I s e e .  Make up f o r  i t .  

A: Rut h e  was a n  hones t  f e l l o w .  But a l o t  o f  them wcren ' t .  

Q: So t h e  cnde s t a r t e d  t o  r e g u l a t e  mor? c a r e f u l l y  t h i s  t y p e  company, 
t h e n ?  

A: Yep. They weren ' t  very  much r e g u l a t e d  b e f o r e  Cllcrz. But 1 c a n f r  
p a r t i c u l a r l y - - o h ,  I probab ly  had my nose  i n  a  Lot of t h i n g s  and I ' v e  
f o r g o t t e n  most of them. Forgiven o r  f o r g o t t e n .  ( c h u c k l e s )  

4: Where d i d  you u s u a l l y  meet f o r  t h e s e  committees,  l i k e  the i n s u r a n c e  
committee? Do you r e c a l l  . . . 

A: W c l l ,  you s e e ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  no s e n a t o r  had a p r i v a t e  o f f i c e .  There 
was an a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  committee room on t h c  t h i r d  f l o o r ,  and t h e n  t h e r e  
was a  j u d i c i a r y  committee room and t h e n  there were two o r  t h r e e  o t h e r  
committee rooms u p s t a i r s .  You s e e ,  on t h e  f o u r t h  f l o o r ,  they  had 
a l i t t l e  r e s t a u r a n t  up t h e r e .  To the southwest  of t h e  Sena te  chamber, 
t h e y  h a d  the j u d i c i a r y  committee room and t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  w a s  t h e  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  committee,  and  sometimes--and Ellen, they  had two o r  t h r e e  
committee rooms u p s t a i r s .  Now, i n  t k o s c  ones ,  t h e  o t h e r  committees 
would rncct, t h e y  j u s t  s h u f f l e d  them kind o f  around t h e s c  rooms u p s t a i r s .  
The b i g g e s t  committees were a p p r o p r i a t i o n  and j u d i c i a r y .  And then ,  i f  
you had a r e a l  ho t  b i l l ,  why, t h e n  we would meet sometimes i n  t h e  Sena te  
chamber. But nowdays, you s e e ,  t h e y ' v e  go t  t h c s c  committee rooms scat- 
t e r e d  down on t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r  of t h e  C a p i t o l .  

Behind t h e  Senatc  chamber on t h e  n o r t h ,  o v e r  t o  t h e  l e f t ,  t h e y  had the 
c l e r k ' s  o f f i c e  where you would ge t  cmpies o f  b i l l s .  And t h e n ,  t h e  t e l e -  
phone o f f i c e  t h e r e ,  where you could  go i n  t o  the  booth and p u t  i n  c a l l s .  
And t h e n ,  n e x t  going e a s t  was t h e  Sena te  s e c r e t a r i e s  and they  p robab ly  
had about twelve o r  f i f t e e n  g i r l s  .I t h e r e ,  and t h a t ' s  where my s e c r e t a r y  
worked. Of course ,  she  t o o k  c a r e  o f  my work and t h r e e  o r  four  o t h e r  
s e n a t o r s .  Then d i r e c t l y  behind the  Sena te  chamber was t h e  l i e u t e n a n t  
g o v e r n o r ' s  o f f i c e .  Then, on c a s t ,  was t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  president: of t h e  
Sena te  a n d  t h e  m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r ' s  o f f i c e .  But no s e x a t o r  had a p r l v a t e  
o f f i c e ,  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  m a j o r i t y  l e a d e r  and t h e  m i n o r i t y  l e a d e r .  

Nowdays, you go o v e r  t h e r e  and everybody has  a p r i v a t e  c f f i c e  and t h a t  
may c o n s i s t  o f  two o r  t h r e e  rooms and a p r i v a t e  s e c r e t a r y ,  and a  g e n e r a l  
s e c r e t a r y ,  and a coup le  o f  o t h e r  f d l o w s .  Well, i t  i s  the l i f e  of R i l e y  



o v e r  t h e r e  now. And t h e  h e a r i n g  rooms now, I n o t i c e  t h a t  t h e y  are 
equipped w i t h  f i n e  l e a t h e r  c h a i r s ,  b e a u t i f u l  c h a i r s  and b e a u t i f u l  
t a b l e s .  We d i d n ' t  have t h a t .  

Q: Do you t h i n k  it f u n c t i o n s  b e t c e r  because  o f  t h e  . . . 
A :  (pause)  I wouldn ' t  be a b l e  t o  answer t h a t  q u e s t i o n .  

Q: How d i d  you hand le  your  o f f i c e  work, as i t  were? A t  your  desk  t h e r e .  

A: Wcll, y e s .  You s e e  a s e c r e t a r y  is  n o t  supposed t o  be  on t h e  f l o o r  
u n l e s s  s h e  i s  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a committee c l e r k ,  o r  your  own p r i v a t e  
s e c r e t a r y .  For o r d i n a r y  correspondence,  w r i t i n g  t o  my c o n s t i t u e n c y .  o r  
s t u f f  l i k e  t h a t ,  why, I d i d  a l o t  o f  i t  h e r e  a t  my home o f f i c e .  O r  T 
might dash i n  t o  h e r  desk t h c r e  a t  t h e  Senape s t e n o g r a p h e r s '  room and 
d i c t a t e  s t a n d i n g  t h e r e ,  o r  s h e  would come i n  t o  my desk and s i t  i n  
M a r t i c  Lohmam's s e a t .  O r  s h e  would s t a n d  up. 

During t h e  s e s s i o n ,  suppose t h e  Sena te  was go ing  on and I needed t o  
have an  amendment p r e p a r e d ,  why, I would send  a  page t o  go g e t  h e r .  
She would come i n  t h e r e  and s h e ' d  s t a n d  r i g h t  at t h e  desk  t h e r e ,  s o r t  of 
a r o l l t o p  desk w i t h  a f l a t  end on i t ,  and she would s t a n d  and t a k e  it 
down and s h c ' d  dash o u t  and t y p e  it up and b r i n g  i t  r i g h t  back,  s e e .  

She went t o  S p r i n g f i e l d  whzn I went t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  and sometimes s h e  
would room w i t h  a n o t h e r  g i r l ,  and sometimes s h e  would have a p r i v a t e  room, 
and s h e  came back when I came back. A l o t  o f  t i m e s  d r i v i n g  up,  why 1 
would d i c t a t e  t o  h e r ;  coming back,  1 ' d  d i c t a t e  t o  h e r .  

Q: Was s h e  from your  o f f i c e  h e r e ,  t h e n ?  

A: Yes. 

A:  Well, was s h e  p a i d  by t h e  s t a t e ?  

A :  1 p a i d  h e r  r e g u l a r  s a l a r y  and t h e n ,  s h e  g o t ,  i n  t h o s e  days ,  1 t h i n k ,  
about t e n  d o l l a r s  a  day,  which w a s  p r e t t y  good pay,  f o r  f i v e  days .  She 
was p a i d  f o r  f i v e  days up  t h e r e ,  s o  f o r  the--I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  r i g h t ,  and 
i t  w a s  a  w i n d f a l l  t o  h e r .  But ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  o u t  of t h a t ,  she had t o  pay 
h e r  h o t e l  and meals ,  see. But i n  t h o s e  days ,  1 don ' t  t h i n k  a room was 
c v e r  t h r e e  d o l l a r s  a day,  o r  something l i k e  t h a t ,  a t  t h e  h o t e l s .  Times 
were ha rd .  

0: Y e s ,  s i r .  Does s h e  s t i l l  l i v e  i n  Pana? 

A: Yes. Wel l ,  I had t h r e e  o r  f o u r  o f  them. I had M i s s  Eula Merriam, 
who was i n  l o v e  w i t h  a f e l l o w  who worked a t  t h e  pos t  o f f i c e  and who en- 
l i s t e d  i n  t h e  Army, and he  was s t a t i o n e d  o u t  c l o s e  t o  Washington and 
s h e  wanted t o  marry and be w i t h  him and I g o t  h e r  a  job  i n  Sena tor  Lucas '  
o i f i c e .  



h c l  t licn, T h a d  Norma Cheney, who was a l o c a l  g i r l  h e r e .  She almosl- had 
a  Lot of Lrouble .  ( l aughs )  She w a s  engaged t o  a  boy who was a . . . 
p r e a c h i n g  s t u d c n t  down a t  Grcetlvk 1.1 t! Col l.egc, as T recall . An.d shc w a s  
a 1 ) e a u ~ i f u l  r e d h a i r e d  g i r l ,  and t l ic  lasi nigtlt. o f  t h e  s e s s i o n ,  why, h e r  
boy f r i e n d  liar1 come u p  and he  w a s  s i t t i n g  u p  i n  t h e  ba lcony .  % - - - t h i s  
was al.1 p1arlrir.d. L ibor la t i ,  t h e  durrled i d i o t ,  had int .roduced a  b i l l  t o  
~rrake i t  a rnisdenleanor f o r  a n y b o d y  t o  t h e  p i . ~ t  w e  of  someone, s u c h  a s  
i n  a n i g h t  cl l ib ,  witliotlt h i s  permission. In  c>t:hc I: w u r d s ,  t h e  t h e o r y  was,  
some f e l l o w  would b e  o u t  w i t 1 1  somc Lvoma.Ti who wasn't h i s  w i f e  and some- 
body would snap a p i c t u r e  and t h c n  h n i c l  h i m  up f o r  e x t o r t i o n  money. So, 
o l d  l , ibby,  h e  was p u s h i n g  h i s  bill preLLy ha rd  bu t  he w a s n ' t  g a i n i n g  much 
ground on i C  . So, unbckrrownst t o  me, t h e  press and some o f  t h e  Sena te  
a r r a n g e d  wil-11 Norma L O  come i n  ancl s h e  w a s  s u p p o s e d l y  t o  take. d ic :~a , t ion ,  
s t .anding ai .ongside of my desk ,  o r  t o  s e e  me on s o m ~ t h i . n g .  Well ,  ~ u s t  a s  
soon a s  s h e  camc i n ,  why, t h e y  a r r a n g e d  t h a t  s h e  would go over and p lop  
h e r s e l f  down on L i b o n a t i ' s  l a p  m d  t h c  nctwspapr  m e n  would come down and 
shoot. 1:11c p i c t u r e s ,  a1 L a  Cixcd u p  .job l ( l a u g t i t c r )  And t h e y  had a l o t  
of  -Fun o u t  o.C it. T clon't t h i n k  1 ever  knew a n y t h i n g  about  it  u n t i l  t h e  
t h i n g  happened, because  everybody knew tilac I woul.dn 't c a r e ,  because  
Norma w a s  a h e l l  o f  a  sweet. kid, And ,  by g o l l y ,  h c r  husband-to--be, t h i s  
young p r e a c h e r ,  s i t t i n g  on t h c  ba lcony ,  blew! ( l a u g h t e r )  Almost 
caused a r u p t u r e  o f  t h e i r  romance. 

( 2 :  Oh, hc  d i d n k  k11w a n y t h i n g  abed t h i s .  

(1: Did they  g e t  t h e  picture.'! 

A:  I cl<,n't 1cr:ow whethtkr t h e y  tlicl o r  n o t ,  I t h i r ~ k  t h c y  d i d .  But i-t was 
j u s t  f i x e d  up .  She j t rs t  p10ppc.J clown o n  L.ibon;~t . i 's  l a p  and pu t  h c r  arm 
around him, s e e ,  and ~ h c  newsp~lpers  supposedl..y got  p i c t u r e s  of  them. 
( I a u g l i t c r )  

Then I had . . . B e t t y  B e v e r i d g ~ ,  she worked for me f o r  s e v e r a l  years. 
Her mother d ied  and s h e  wenl down L o  Phoenix and worked a t  a law o f f i c e  
t h a t  took  r a r e  o f  law work fclr SenaLor ( h l d w n t e r .  And s h e  came back h e r e  
r ~ o t  l o n g  ago and I got  h c r  a jot) up i z L  Assu~npt ion ,  A damned good s e c r e -  
t a r y .  And t h e n  I had  Marcc l l a  C a s t l e .  And s h e  now i s  a t e a c h e r  o v e r  
a t - - I  t h i n k  a t  E v a n s v i l l e  c o l l c g e .  

A l l  o f  my s c c r e t a r i c s  were da rned  good s ~ c r c t a r i r s .  I had a s  good as 
Ll-rere wcre.  T l ~ e y  were a l l  l o c a l  g i r l s  and damned n i c e  g i r l s .  

SESSION 6 ,  TAPE 11, S1I)E 1 

( 1 :  S i r ,  how much concern  w a s  t h e r e  f o r  c o n s e r v a t i o n  i n  t he  l e g i s l a t u r e  
whi le  you wcrc t h e r e ?  



A: When I was i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  we had no p a r t i c u l a r - - w e l l ,  now, t h a t  
i s n ' t  q u i t e  r i g h t .  As I r e c a l l ,  i n  t h e  l a t t e r  p a r t  o f  my second t e r m  
i n  t h e  l c g i s l a ~ u r e ,  t h e y  had 1 , e g i s l a t i o n  up w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  s t r i p - m i n i n g .  
And that:  L e g i s l a t i o n  emanated perhaps  from t h e  T l l i n o i s  Farm Bureau and 
from s o - c a l l e d  c o n s e r v a t i o n i s t s  i n  g e n e r a l ,  which  were n o t  v e r y  w e l l  
o r g a n i z e d  a t  t h a t  t ime.  And t h e n  it emanated, nf  course ,  from county 
a u t h o r i t i e s ,  t a x i n g  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  who r e a l i z e d  t h a t ,  once t h e y  s t r i p -  
mined t h e  c o a l ,  t h a t  p r o p e r t y  went  o u t  of t a x a t i o n .  And, as I r e c a l l ,  
and I may be wrong on t h i s ,  most o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  emanated from e i t h e r  
s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  around i n  t h c  Uu Quoin a r e a ,  P i c k n e y v i l l e  a r e a ,  where 
t h e y  had s t r i p  mines,  and perhaps  up around Savannah where t h e y  had 
s t r i p  rnlnes. 

B i l l s  were i n t r o d u c e d  t o  pu t  a  tax  on s t r ip -mined  c o a l ,  which went i n t o  
a fund which was then t o  be used f o r  t h e  l e v c l i n g  o f f  and r e c l a m a t i o n  of 
t h e  l a n d  a f t e r  i t  was l e v e l e d  o f f .  Some of t h e s e  b i l l s  pe rhaps  may have 
been i n t r o d u c e d  w i t h  t h e  i d e a  of b e i n g  a s o - c a l l e d  " f e t d z c r  b i l l "  f o r  
a p a y o f f .  T o  my knowledge, no maney was e v e r  p a i d  by t h e  c o a l  companies. 

I may have been on some of t h o s e  b i l l s .  l" d o n ' t  know. I remember o f  
h e l p i n g  hand le  b i l l s  t h a t  came o u t  o f  s o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  which, i n  my 
r e c o l l e c t i o n ,  were i n t r o d u c e d  by Powell  and o t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  down 
t h e r e .  And, a t  one t i m e ,  a  b i l l  was i n t r o d u c e d ,  passed  and s i g n e d  by the 
governor  and h e l d  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  And, a t  a n o t h e r  t ime ,  t h e r e  w a s  
a b i l l  i n t r o d u c e d  o v e r  i n  t h e  House and came t o  t h e  Sena te  and I probably  
hand led  i t ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  made a  speech on i t ,  and it was a  b i l l  t h a t  
c r e a t e d  a t ax  on per - ton  01 c o a l  mined, which went i n t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  a 
t r u s t  fund and w a s  t o  be used by t h e  s t a t e  i n  l e v e l i n g  o f f  and p l a n t i n g  
t o  f i r  t r e e s  and a n y t h i n g  t h a t  would grow t h e r e  and u l t i m a t e l y  would be  
used f o r  r e c r e a t i o n  o r  g r a z i n g  purposes .  Now, Governor Dwight Green 
v e t o e d  one o f  t h e s e  b i l l s  and the--oh, a s s e r t i o n s  were made t h a t  he was 
i n f l u e n c e d  by t h e  b i g  c o a l  mine companies, b u t  t h e r e  was n e v e r  any suh- 
s t a n c e  t o  t h a t  t h a t  I know o f .  But,  e v e n t u a l l y ,  l e g i s l a t i o n  was adopted 
and t h e r e  h a s  been q u i t e  a  b i t  of  r e c l a m a t i o n  work done around Du Quoin, 
I t h i n k ,  t h e  Union E l e c t r i c  s t r i p  mine. 

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e ,  as I unders tand  i t ,  t h e  law i s  t h a t  when you s t r i p -  
mine o r  do q u a r r y i n g  work, t h a t  f i r s t  you've got t o  ge t  a permi t  and then,  
01 c o u r s e ,  you have t o  p o s t  a bond, I b e l i e v e ,  t h a t  t h e  topso i l .  t a k e n  o f f  
w i l l  be s e t  a s i d e  and be used f o r  purposes  o f  f i l l i n g  it i n  l a t e r .  And 
around Du Quoin, i f  you w i l l  n o t i c e ,  n o t  t o o  f a r  from t h e  Du Quoin s t a t e  
f a i r g r o u n d s ,  s o u t h  o f  Du Quoin, t h e r e  h a s  been a s u b s t a n t i a l  amo~mt of 
r e c l a m a t i o n  work, and 1: t h i n k  t h e y ' v e  go t  q u i t e  a  f e w  t r e e s  p l an t ed  in--  
a p p a r e n t l y  t h e  t h i n g  i s  p r o g r e s s i n g .  It i s  n e v e r  going t o  be  good l a n d ,  
but t h a t  i s  j u s t  about  t h e  s i t u a t i o n .  

Q: One o f  t h e  b i g  problems w i t h  deep mining i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  mines 
may e v e n t u a l l y  cave i n  o r  t h e  earth s e t t l e  so  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a  d e p r e s s i o n  
on t h e  s u r f a c e  of t h e  e a r t h .  Did t h a t  come up? 

A: Wel l ,  h e r e  at  Pana, o u r  c o a l  mines here--and we've had about  f ive  here 



i n  Pana o r  w i t h i n  two mile.; u f  i)an,i --aid the  coal h c ~  e a t  ParCil i s  abntxr 
sever1 hundred and f i f t y  foo t  d c ~ p .  T h s  con1 1.p a t  Assumption i s  ahout  .i 

thousand foo t  dccp.  Aqsumpt i o n  c o a l  T:IL;AS, L o I ) ~  s inri' ; r b a n d o n ~ d ,  was t i l e  
decpes r  n r i n c  i n  I l l i r s o i s ,  ; I L  l e , i s t ,  , ~ n d  maybe i r r  most U P  t h e  ? r a t i o n ,  
H e r e  a t  P m n ,  w e ' v e  nevcr  hat1 any subs idencc  &magcs, b u t  o v e r  at T a y l o r -  
v i l l c ,  t h e i r  mine s t r a t a  i s  no t  o v c r  two hundrccl and  f i f t y  or  t h r e e  
hundred f e e t  tXeep and,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  tha t ,  t l , ~ i r  wrlrking face  ehickneqs 
i n  tho c o a l  seam, I g u e s s ,  ran up  a-; t h i c k  as L e n  o r  c;t?veil feet , qo you 
a r e  more prune t o  have s u b s i d e n c e  clvcr I l1cr.e. 

Herc a t  Pana, w i  t l l  o u r  nlinc hetween sever: i i u n d r ~ ~ d  f i t !  y and e i c h t  h u n d r ~ d  
f o o t  deep,  we'vc got  tremendous m n c r e t  c and i;+clc smokes t3r.k.; t i w r  go 
a hlmdrcrl l o o t  i n  the a i r ,  arid we havc o u r  r i 1 4  w n t r r  towers  ~ h r z t  are 
b u i l t  w i t h  no p a r t i c u l a r  r c g n r d  t o  whether t11c.y mighl bfv over a rnincd-nut 
area o r  not, o r  over a p a r t i t  ion that  '.c: Left between mined-out , ~ r ~ a s  a n d ,  
i n  h i s t o r y ,  we 've never  had s u b s i d e n c c  . 

T can remember y e a r s  ago when t l l c re  was a f i r m  t h a t  made r e l r i g e r a t o r s  
wanted t o  pu t  i n  a p l a n t  h e r e .  And t h e y  r a i s e d  t h e  ques t i on  01 s u b s i -  
dence,  because  t h e y  had a ~nach inc  t h a t  formed r c f r i g c r a t m r  doors  and 
r e f r i g e r a t o r  b o d i e s ,  and t h i s  machine would go bang, bang, bang w i t h  a 
tremendous an~ount--I  t h i n k  twenty-f i v e  o r  t h i r t y  t o n  we igh t .  The company 
d i d n ' t  come h e r e ,  k t  l o c a t e d  a t  Effingharn, h u t  I t h i d c  t h e y  were well. 
s n L i s f i e d  t h e r e  was 1-10 chance of  s u b s i d e n c e .  

Now, you geL down nor rhwes t  of  Nokoi~lis, and you g e t  o v c r  a t  T n y l o r v i l l e ,  
and n r ~  w e s t  t h e r e  f o r  abou t  f i f t e e n  m i l e s ,  o v e r  Loward pawnee--i t 's  i n  
Sanganmn C u u n t y ,  I Lelicve---and trhere Lhey had a  world  of  L r n u b l  e .  
Fanners would have t i l e  d i t c h e s  and t h e  l a n d  would se t t le .  Where the 
p i l l a r s  were-- - - that ' s  unmined areas--why, t h e  t i l c  would b e  normal and 
l e v e l  buL , i n  between t h o s e  p i l l a r s ,  why, t h c  land would s e t t l e  and t-he 
s u r f a c e  would d i p  down a f o o t  o r  so  m d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  your tiles weren't 
worth a t i n k e r ' s  damn whcn t h a t  happened.  And, go ing  f rvm T a y l o r v i  l l e  
on t h e  road  toward S p r i n g f i e l d  on Route 29 ,  r i g h t  t h e r e  w h e r e  t h e  Da i ry  
Queen s t a n d  i s ,  y o u ' l l  noLice  the  d i p  i n  the pavement, a s u b s r a n t k a l  d i p .  
If y o u ' r e  go ing  back t o  S p r i n g f i e l d ,  i T y o u ' l l  check t h a t ,  you ' l l .  n o t i c e .  
( c h u c k l e s )  

Q: Yes, s i r .  

A: Now, t h a t  was subs idence!  And t h a t  happened about  twenty  o r  twenty- 
f i v e  y e a r s  ago,  and t h e r e  were s e v e r a l  s u i t s  brought a g a i n s t  t h e  Peabody 
Coal Company f o r  subs idence  damages, and none of them, a s  I r e c a l l ,  were 
success fu l .  The reason  was t h a t  t h e  deeds  by which t h e  s u r f a c e  owner had 
conveyed t h c  c o a l  r i g h t s  released any r i g h t s  t o  claim f o r  s u b s i d e n c e .  
Wel.1, t h o s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  hooked, and churches ,  I t h i n k ,  and b u i l d i n g s ,  and 
f o u n d a t i o n s  on houses ,  why, Cliey would c r a c k  and had a h e l l  of a mess and 
t h e r e  wasn ' t  a  t h i n g  they cou ld  do abou t  i t .  

Q: DO you r e c a l l  any a c t i o n  i n  t h e  1 e g i . s l a t u r e  concern ing  t h a ~  whi le  you 
were t h e r e ?  




















